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THE  new  year  opens  auspiciously,  after  an  old 
year  in  which  considerable  progress  has  been 
made,  although  it  has  not  been  epoch-making  in 
any  sense.     The  public  documents  bill,  "  after 
many  years,"  at  last  passed  Congress,  and  al- 
most simultaneously  came  the   first  fruits   of 
the  agitation  regarding    public   documents  in 
Mr.    Ames'    valuable    "  Index  of    government 
publications,  1889-93."     The  conclusion  of  the 
Crerar  case  increased  the  opportunities  of  Chi- 
cago to  become  the  library  capital,  and  it  will 
doubtless  give  impetus  to  bequests  for  libraries, 
which,  though  numerous  during  1894,  were  not 
of  great  note.    The  new  building  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  was  completed,  and  the  quarters 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Library  made  ready 
in  the  new  portion  of  the  State  House,  so  that 
both  of  these  important  libraries  are  in  process 
of  removal.   The  Adirondack  conference  proved 
a  pleasant  and  gratifying  success,  and  the  work  of 
the  several  library  associations  and  clubs  shows 
steady  growth  in  interest  and  usefulness.    The 
State  Library  of  New  York  has  developed  use- 
fully   its  scheme    of  travelling    libraries,    and 
largely  through  its  radiating   influence  library 
legislation  has  taken  a  new  start  in  more  than 
one  state.     The  year  marked  one  great  loss  in 
the    death  of  Dr.  Poole,  who,   20  years  agOf 
shared  with  Prof.  Winsor  and  Mr.  Cutter  the 
honor    of  being  one  of  the  foremost  three    of 
American  librarians.     There  have   been  other 
losses    by  death  of    valued  co-workers,    but  it 
is  pleasant  to  recall  that  in  the  life  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, now  of  nearly  20  years,  there  have  been 
so  few  withdrawals  by  the  hand  of  death. 


THE  public  documents  bill,  known  in  Wash- 
ington as  the  printing  bill,  did  not  reach  the 
President  till  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  it 
became  law  by  his  signature  on  January  12.  It 
marks  a  great  step  forward  in  the  publication, 
arrangement,  and  distribution  of  public  docu- 
ments, although  it  does  not  fully  meet  the  de- 
sires of  librarians  at  all  points.  If,  however, 
the  government  printing  office,  with  which  the 
new  bureau  is  to  be  associated,  can  be  put  under 
civil  service  regulations,  and  a  capable  and  ex- 


perienced man  like  Dr.  Ames  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  new  bureau,  the  libraries  will  have  more 
than  they  could  have  dared  to  hope.  We  have 
held  back  this  number  of  the  JOURNAL  to  include 
the  distinctive  features  of  the  new  law,  and  we 
advise  librarians  to  go  through  them  carefully, 
with  reference  to  the  needs  and  opportunities  of 
their  respective  libraries.  Mr.  Ames*  new  index, 
for  which  he  has  invited  the  friendly  criticism  of 
the  library  profession,  gives  a  foretaste  of  the 
usefulness  of  government  documents  under  a 
proper  system  of  indexing.  It  has  been  pleasant 
to  note  how  cordially  librarians  have  come  to 
the  support  of  Mr.  Ames  by  commending  him 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  to  the  public 
printer,  Mr.  Benedict,  as  the  proper  appointee 
to  the  new  office. 


A  step  backward  has  unfortunately  been  taken 
in  New  Hampshire,  where  Mr.  A.  R.  Kimball 
has  been  removed  from  the  State  Library,  to 
make  way  for  a  successor,  who  is  appointed 
probably  for  political  reasons.  In  the  present 
state  of  public  opinion  as  to  public  service,  and 
in  the  present  development  of  the  library  pro- 
fession, this  removal  is  doubly  a  disgrace  to 
New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Kimball  has  been  fore- 
most among  state  librarians  in  his  work  of 
arranging  state  documents,  cataloging  them 
adequately,  and  thus  making  them  serviceable  to 
the  people  of  his  state,  and  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  In  other  respects  he  has 
been  acapable  and  efficient  servant  of  the  public. 
Miss  Ahern,  of  Indiana,  is  also,  we  learn,  a  vic- 
tim of  the  spoils  system,  the  political  changes  of 
the  last  election  having  resulted  in  an  onslaught 
of  65  applicants  for  her  position,  which  the 
state  administration  was  not  stalwart  enough  to 
withstand.  It  is  ridiculous,  and  worse,  that  the 
business  of  a  state  library,  which  demands  above 
all  things  executive  capacity  and  professional 
experience,  should  be  made  a  football  for  poli- 
ticians, and  we  trust  that  the  day  Is  not  far  off 
when  the  governor  of  any  American  state  who 
permits  himself  to  be  made  the  pliant  tool  of 
politicians  seeking  such  an  office,  will  feel 
ashamed  to  look  his  fellow-citizens  in  the 
face. 
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Two  things  were  very  noteworthy  at  the  recent 
librarians'  gathering  in  this  city.  First,  the 
Immense  new  hope  for  all  things  good  that  has 
betn  born  in  New  Yorkers,  whether  in  city  or 
state,  of  the  late  triumph  of  righteousness  in 
municipal  affairs.  Second,  the  prevalence  and 
strength  in  library  directors,  librarians  and 
teachers,  of  that  view  and  sense  of  their  work 
which  is  commonly  called  the  "missionary 
spirit,"  a  name  better  than  the  more  philosophi- 
cal one  "altruism,"  because  it  more  fully  sug- 
gests the  self-sacrificing  devotion  with  which 
these  workers  are  laboring  for  the  moral  as  well 
as  intellectual  good  of  the  people.  We  may  all 
"  Thank  God,  and  take  courage." 


THE  Newberry  Library  has  begun  the  new 
year  with  an  experiment  which  should  prove  of 
general  interest  to  librarians,  and  especially  to 
catalogers.  With  the  advent  of  Mr.  Cheney  as 
librarian  the  Rudolph  indexer  has  been  adopted 
as  the  general,  if  not  the  only,  means  of  catalog- 
ing and  making  public  the  contents  of  the  li- 
brary* The  trustees  have  not  stopped  at  half 
measures,  but  are  entirely  reorganizing  the 
cataloging  department  on  this  basis.  The  li- 
brary possesses  three  card  catalogs:  one  for  the 
staff,  author  only,  complete  to  date  ;  a  second 
for  the  public,  full  dictionary,  comprising  about 
70,000 volumes  ;  and  a  third,  also  public,  intend- 
ed to  be  distributed  among  the  departments,  a 
typewritten  duplicate  of  the  second,  nearly  com- 
pleted. Of  these  it  is  proposed  to  abandon  the 
two  public  ones,  after  utilizing  them  as  far  as 
possible  for  the  indexer,  which  will  be  in  the 
future  the  only  public  catalog.  By  this  substi- 
tution it  is  expected  that  the  staff  of  10  catalogers 
can  be  reduced  to  two  or  three,  with  no  diminu- 
tion in  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  work  done. 


SINCE  the  introduction  of  the  indexer,  some 
three  years  since,  into  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library,  only  three  catalogers  besides  the  head 
of  the  department  have  been  employed  ;  but  the 
accessions  to  that  library  have  averaged  only 
about  6000  a  year,  of  which  probably  70  per 
cent,  were  fiction.  The  Newberry  Library,  on 
the  other  hand,  contains  in  its  catalog  titles  in 
Greek,  Hebrew,  Gothic,  and  other  alphabets 
either  entirely  different  or  having  some  letters 
different  from  the  keyboard  of  the  commercial 
typewriter,  and  many  of  these  titles  demand  from 
thecataloger  much  research  and  fulness  of  de- 
scription. Under  these  circumstances  the  success 
of  the  new  experiment  seems  fairly  question- 


able ;  it  will  certainly  be  watched  with  interest 
by  all  who  desire  to  reduce  the  expense  of  libra- 
ries. If  the  Newberry,  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  Cheney  and  Mr.  Rudolph,  succeeds  in  cat- 
aloging from  12,000  to  20,000  volumes  of  scien- 
tific and  rare  books  a  year,  with  three  catalogers, 
as  is  now  attempted,  the  Rudolph  indexer  will 
have  proved  its  claim  to  the  sanguine  predic- 
tions which  accompanied  its  advent,  and  which, 
so  far,  have  not  been  fully  realized.  It  is  yet  to 
be  seen,  since  the  Rudolph  indexer  is  really  a 
means  of  displaying  the  catalog  and  not  an  arti- 
ficial cataloger,  whether  live,  alert,  well-informed 
catalogers  may  not  be  as  necessary  as  before  ; 
but  if  successive  explosions  in  other  libraries 
dislodge  them  from  their  particular  branch 
of  the  profession,  their  training  in  that  no  longer 
necessary  art  will  nevertheless  give  them  good 
standing  in  other  branches  of  the  library  pro- 
fession. 


(JTommnmcation0. 


LIST  OF  BOOKS  IN  WOMAWS  BUILDING, 
CHICAGO. 

As  I  have  received  several  inquiries,  will  you 
kindly  state  in  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  that  the 
list  of  books  by  women,  on  exhibition  at  the 
Woman's  Building  at  the  World's  Fair,  can  be 
procured  by  any  library,  gratis,  by  applying  to 
the  Board  of  Lady  Managers  of  the  W.  C.  E., 
701  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago. 

EDITH  E.  CLARKE. 

SHALL  A  LIBRARIAN  AID  PERSONAL 

INTERESTS! 

THE  Mercantile  Library  of  St.  Louis  has  posted 
the  following 

"  NOTICE  : 

"  The  librarian  will  not  identify  coins  ;  nor 
estimate  values  of  old  books,  manuscripts,  cu- 
rios, etc.;  nor  give  special  assistance  to  those 
engaged  in  genealogical  research,  or  other  mat- 
ters of  merely  personal  or  pecuniary  interest." 

I  would  be  glad  to  see  a  little  symposium  on 
the  proper  interpretation  of  the  last  phrase  of 
this  rule.  How  far  should  a  librarian  go  out  of 
his  way  to  help  Civis  put  money  in  his  purse,  or 
to  secure  to  Civis  Femina  a  membership  in  the 
Daughters  of  the  Revolution  ? 

HORACE  KEPHART. 

j  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY, 
\        St.  Louis,  Mo. 

ITALIAN  LIBRARIANS. 

MAY  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  interest  of 
American  librarians  in  librarianship  is  extended 
enough  to  include  foreign  libraries,  even  those 
where  English  is  not  spoken  ?  If  I  may,  I  shall 
take  the  next  step  for  granted,  and  presume  that 
the  interest  in  foreign  libraries  includes  an  inter- 
est in  their  librarians,  some  of  whom  I  am  fortu- 
nately able  to  introduce  in  this  way,  across  the 
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seas,  to  my  American  colleagues.  While  my 
leave  of  absence  was  not  for  study,  but  for  rest 
and  recreation,  it  is  not  easy  for  a  librarian  to 
forget  utterly  his  calling,  and  as  soon  as  the  first 
ardor  of  sight-seeing  is  over,  I  find  my  thoughts 
turning  to  libraries,  and  my  curiosity  aroused  as 
to  their  methods. 

It  was  not  until  I  came  to  Florence  that  I 
found  this  curiosity  entirely  comprehensible  to 
those  of  whom  I  asked  my  questions.  When  I 
had  been  shown  most  politely  the  incunabula,  the 
mss. ,  the  ancient  bindings,  and  had  received  the 
freedom  of  the  reading  and  reference  rooms, 
with  permission  to  draw  books  during  my  stay, 
there  was  apt  to  be  a  pause  which  seemed  to  say, 
What  more  can  we  do  ?  And  the  difficulty  of 
making  known  my  rather  unusual  wants,  in  one 
or  another  foreign  tongue,  seemed  almost  insuf- 
ferable. But  at  Florence,  all  was  understood  at 
once.  The  libraries  there  partake  of  the  general 
atmosphere,  which  is  distinctly  a  modern  one. 
There  were  more  students,  and  there  were  more 
readers,  than  in  any  libraries  I  had  before  seen. 
At  the  Biblioteca  Nazionale  there  were  periodi- 
cals to  be  read  as  well  as  studied,  our  own  popu- 
lar magazines  being  among  them,  and  at  the 
Marucelliana,  a  Hammond  typewriter,  the  LI- 
BRARY JOURNAL,  and  Signora  Sacconi-Ricci's  in- 
vention of  a  temporary  binder,  all  bespoke  the 
modern  spirit. 

At  the  latter  library  I  was  made  at  once  to 
feel  at  home,  and  within  a  half  hour  after  my 
entrance  was  discussing  shelving  problems  with 
Cavaliere  Bruschi,  the  librarian,  who  had  had  a 
number  of  shelves  made  of  the  dimensions  rec- 
ommended by  Mr.  William  F.  Poole,  and  was 
anxious  to  know  if  they  looked  like  the  American 
ones. 

Signor  Bruschi  has  translated  the  cataloging 
rules  of  Professor  Karl  Dziatzko  into  Italian,  as 
many  of  you  doubtless  know,  in  addition  to 
other  scholarly  work. 

At  11,  her  usual  hour  (think  of  it,  eight- 
hour  librarians!),  Signora Sacconi-Ricci,  the  as- 
sistant librarian,  arrived,  having  come  in  from 
Fiesole,  where  she  and  her  family  were  still  sum- 
mering. Signora  Ricci  is  a  charming  woman  as 
well  as  a  scholarly  one,  and  contrives  to  drive 
well  abreast  her  house  and  library  concerns. 
Her  i8-months-old  boy  she  pronounces  her 
cfuf-tTccuvre,  and  I  regretted  very  much  that 
owing  to  his  being  in  the  country  I  could  see 
only  his  photograph.  Her  book  on  Swiss,  Aus- 
trian, and  German  libraries  was  written  partly 
from  notes  taken  when  on  her  wedding  journey 
in  those  countries,  several  years  ago.  Her  inven- 
tion of  a  binder  for  shelf-list  sheets  has  been 
described  in  our  library  periodicals,  and  is  a  very 
convenient  device. 

After  an  hour  or  two  spent  in  asking  and  an- 
swering questions,  and  in  glancing  over  the  Sep- 
tember number  of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  which 
had  just  arrived,  I  took  my  leave,  promising  my- 
self the  pleasure  of  another  visit.  There  was 
very  little  need  to  inquire  into  the  regulations  of 
the  library,  since  these  are  the  same  for  all  gov- 
ernment libraries  in  Italy. 
.^Twice  afterward  I  found  myself  in  the  sunny 


reading-room,  where  I  found  always  a  cordial 
welcome. 

One  afternoon  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
at  the  home  of  Signor  and  Signora  Ricci  several 
friends  of  theirs,  of  whom  two  were  ladies  occu- 
pied at  the  Biblioteca  Nazionale,  one  the  author 
of  several  books  that  have  been  translated  into 
French  and  German,  one  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Florence  (for  women  are  admitted  to 
the  Italian  universities  on  equal  terms  with 
men),  etc.  The  libtarian  of  the  Marucelliana 
was  also  of  the  company.  Much  interest  was 
manifested  in  the  work  of  librarians  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  particularly  of  women  librarians. 
Before  separating,  the  young  ladies  from  the 
Biblioteca  Nazionale,  Signorine  Castaldo  and 
Castellano,  kindly  offered  to  accompany  me 
through  that  great  library  the  following  even- 
ing, an  offer  which  I  was  glad  to  accept. 

There  are  about  80  rooms  in  the  library, 
which  occupies  three  palaces,  and  although  we 
did  not  go  through  all  of  them,  I  saw  enough 
to  impress  me  with  the  extent  of  the  collection, 
which  is  said  to  consist  of  more  than  600,000 
volumes.  Signorina  Castaldo  has  charge  of  the 
periodicals,  and  is  beginning  to  classify  them  by 
the  Dewey  system,  she  tells  me. 

The  statistics  of  the  government  libraries  of 
Italy  are  doubtless  in  many  of  our  American 
libraries,  as  a  complete  report  was  made  last 
year  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  to  be 
printed  and  sent  to  the  Columbian  exposition  ; 
so  I  shall  not  attempt  to  go  into  a  description 
here  of  their  work  or  methods.  The  object  of 
this  letter  was  chiefly  to  make  known  the  thor- 
oughly modern  interest  in  library  affairs  in 
Florence,  and  to  vivify  to  some  extent  the 
names  of  Florentine  librarians  whom  we  have 
known  hitherto  by  reputation  only. 

MARY  W.  PLUMMER. 


OLIVER  WENDELL  HOLMES.* 
BY  C:  ALEX.  NELSON. 

OH  !  sweetest  singer  of  the  band 

Our  Alma  Mater  bore, 
-To  stir  the  pulse,  or  nerve  the  arm 

To  battle  at  the  fore, 

When  for  the  right  thy  trumpet  tones 

Her  sons  to  victory  sped, 
Or  swept  thy  lyre  funereal  notes 

In  memory  of  her  dead. 

That  lyre,  attuned  to  mellower  lays, 

Our  hearts  no  more  shall  thrill 
At  festal  board  in  banquet-hall. 

When  loving-cups  we  fill. 

Sole  Autocrat,  whose  loving  realm 

No  sunset's  rays  e'er  boiyid  ; 
Professor,  of  a  broader  fame 

Than  Knights  of  Table  Round. 

"  The  Iron  Gate  "  has  closed  for  tbee  ; 

41  The  Last  Leaf  "  fallen  from  its  bough  ; 
44  The  Old  Man  Dreams  "  no  more  for  aye ; 

41  The  Shadows  "  only  left  us  now. 

41  Homesick  in  Heaven  "  thou  canst  not  be ; 

14  The  Secret  of  the  Stars  "  thou'st  learned  ; 
For  us  — the  harp  with  silent  strings; 

For  thee  —  the  crown  thy  life  had  earned. 


*  Read  at  October  meeting  of  N.  Y.  Library  Club. 
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TECHNICAL  COLLECTIONS  IN  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.* 
By   Clement    W.   Andrews,  Librarian  Mass.    Institute  of   Technology. 


IF  what  I  have  to  say  on  this  subject  shall 
prove  to  be  of  any  value,  it  will  be  due  largely 
to  the  fact  that  I  have  been  given  not  one,  but  a 
number  of  texts  on  which  to  speak,  indicating 
the  questions  and  points  on  which  advice  or  in- 
formation may  be  useful.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
may  be  that  I  shall  in  a  measure  be  justly  ac- 
cused of  carrying  coals  to  Newcastle,  for  I  can 
consider  the  question  only  in  an  academic  fash- 
ion, never  having  known  the  actual  workings 
of  a  public  library. 

In  the  first  place,  I  hope  that  I  may  be  allowed 
to  give  a  broad  scope  to  the  subject,  and  include 
in  my  treatment  "  scientific  "  as  well  as  "  techni- 
cal" collections,  or,  in  the  Dewey  dialect, "  include 
all  the  5003  as  well  as  the  6oos,  and  a  good  part 
of  the  7oos."  Indeed  it  would  be  hard  to  sepa- 
rate them.  To  pass  over  such  obvious  connec- 
tions as  exist  between  pure  and  applied  chemis- 
try, pure  and  applied  electricity,  and  many 
others,  the  library  which  extended  its  holdings  in 
engineering  without  reference  to  those  in  math- 
ematics, or  in  mining  without  reference  to  geol- 
ogy, or  in  sanitary  engineering  without  reference 
to  biology,  would  certainly  fail  of  symmetrical 
development  and  the  highest  usefulness. 

It  is  well  before  deciding  to  start  on  such  an 
undertaking  to  see  what  is  before  one.  You 
may  not  all  realize  some  of  the  difficulties  in  the 
way. 

I.  The  first,  and  perhaps  the  most  appalling, 
is  the  large  number  of  books  to  be  acquired  be- 
fore a  satisfactory  result  is  obtained.  In  fact, 
neither  the  Institute  of  Technology  library,  with 
21,000  volumes  on  science  and  the  arts,  nor  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  with  42,000  (exclusive  of 
medical  books),  is  anything  but  a  partial  and 
very  unevenly  developed  collection.  The  Scien- 
tific Library  of  the  U.  S,  Patent  Office,  with 
50,000  volumes,  may  be  a  better  representative, 
though  this  I  cannot  say  positively.  Columbia 
College  and  Cornell  University  have  fine  collec- 
tions on  these  subjects,  but  also  unevenly  de- 
veloped. 

Moreover,  the  number  of  volumes  which  must 
be  added  each  year,  in  order  to  keep  the  collec- 
tion up  to  date,  is  large  and  is  increasing.  If 
the  Institute,  adding  2400  volumes  a  year,  does 
not  get  all  that  it  would  like  in  the  fields  which 


*  Read  before  the  Massachusetts  library  Club,  at  Bos- 
ton, Dec.  14, 1894, 


it  tries  to  cover,  it  is  certain  that  the  other  li- 
braries mentioned  cannot  be  doing  so,  since  their 
additions  in  these  lines  are  decidedly  smaller. 
There  are  several  reasons  why  these  large 
numbers  are  necessary  : 

1.  Because  of  the   more  minute  subdivision 
which  is  going  on.  For  instance,  books  on  chemi- 
cal technology  are  now    rarely  published,   not 
even  in  the  larger  divisions  of  the  subject,  such 
as  dyeing,  while  in  their  place  comes  a  crowd  of 
works  on  bleaching,  mordanting,  wool  dyeing, 
artificial  dyes,  nay,  even  on  the  individual  dyes. 

2.  Because  of  the  many  and    long   sets  of 
periodicals,    which  to  the    investigator    often 
measure  the  value  of  the  library.     I  doubt  if  the 
possibilities  in  this  line  are  generally  known. 
When  the  current  catalog  of  German  periodi- 
cals alone  gives  179  on  the  natural  sciences,  337 
on  the  various  branches  of  technology,  and  73 
on  engineering,  it  is  evident  that  the  oppor- 
tunities for    judicious  selection  are  large,  and 
the  necessity  pressing.    It  would  be  wrong,  how- 
ever, to  leave  you  with  the  impression    that 
scientific  and  technical  men  are  much  greater 
sinners  in  this  matter  than  others,  for  the  same 
catalog  shows  nearly  400  religious  journals,  and 
a  total  of  more  than  2900.     We  meet  here,  how- 
ever, the  same  tendency  to  specialization  as  in 
the  treatises.     A  curious  and  striking  example 
of  this  is  that   while  a  Zeitschrift  filr  Chemie 
was  published  in  the  6o's,  no  journal  of  that  title 
is  now  published,  while  we  have  in  its  place  : 
Zeitschrift  fur    analytische    Chemie,   Zeitschrift 
ftlr  angewandte   Chemie,    Zeitschrift  fur  unor- 
ganische   Chemie,  Zeitschrift  filr  physikalische 
Chemie,  Zeitschrift  fur physiologische  Chemie. 

3.  The  immense  number  of  dissertations  and 
other    pamphlets    published.     Some,     perhaps 
most,  of  their  contents  are  published  in  one  or 
another  periodical,   yet  we   have  often  found 
their  fulness  of  detail  of  great    value  in  re- 
peating the  work,  or  undertaking  work  on  sim- 
ilar lines.     The  extent  to  which  librarians  can 
go  in   this  direction  is  well  shown  by  an  offer 
recently  made  to  the  Institute  of  a  collection  of 
20,000  dissertations  on  chemistry  and  allied  sub- 
jects, and  also  by   the  faqt  that  Fock's  list  of 
German  dissertations  for  1893-94,  confessedly 
incomplete,  still  numbers  750  in  the  sciences  and 
arts. 

4.  The  large  number  of  maps,  photographs, 
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and  plans  required  in  an  architectural  or  engi- 
neering library. 

5.  The  frequent  editions  of  standard  works 
often  amounting  to  new  books.  In  one  case, 
that  of  Beilstein's  "  Handbuch  der  Organischen 
Chemie,"  a  new  edition  has  been  begun  as 
soon  as  the  former  was  finished,  so  that  every 
library  pretending  to  completeness  in  chemistry 
has  been  receiving  it  nearly  continuously  for 
14  years.  Another  curious  case  is  Ganot's 
"  Physics."  The  Physical  library  of  the  In- 
stitute has  the  sixth  edition,  and  all  editions 
from  the  ninth  to  the  I3th.  One  would  say  that 
we  were  fairly  well  off  so  far  as  that  book  is 
concerned,  yet  we  had  a  call  one  day  for  either 
the  seventh  or  eighth,  I  forget  which,  and, 
neither  the  sixth  or  ninth  would  satisfy. 

II.  A  second  difficulty  lies  in  the  relatively 
greater  expensiveness  of  the  books  as  compared 
with  those   in   general  literature.    This  is,  of 
course,  well  known  to  librarians.    A  comparison 
of  the  figures  for  the  A.  L.  A.  library  with  my 
own  shows  a  close  agreement  on  an  excess  of 
about  50  %  ;  that  is,  it  will  take  $150  to  buy  the 
same  number  of  scientific  and  technical  books 
as  $  100  will  buy  in  general  literature. 

III.  A  third  difficulty  is  that  some  of  the 
most  valuable  works  are  not  "in  the  trade." 
This,  however,  is  not  peculiar  to  technical  works, 
nor  perhaps  as  common  as  in  some  other  lines. 

IV.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  valuable 
works  are  in  other  languages  than  English.     It 
would  be  interesting  to  show  how  this  propor- 
tion varies  with  the  subject,  German  predominat- 
ing in  the  sciences,  French  in  architecture,  etc., 
but  the  data  are  not  at  hand.     By  the  college  or 
university  librarian  this  fact  is  hardly  taken  into 
account  in  the  purchases,  but  to  a  public  libra- 
rian or  to  the  average  trustee  it  must  seem  of 
importance. 

With  a  full  consideration  of  these  difficulties, 
it  is  for  each  librarian  or  his  board  to  decide 
whether  the  conditions  of  the  library  warrant 
the  attempt  to  make  such  collections,  and  to 
what  extent. 

Speaking  generally,  it  would  seem  that  a  pub- 
lic library  of  fair  size  could  well  undertake  to 
give  the  students  in  its  constituency  the  means 
of  finding  out  what  has  been  done  and  is  being 
done  in  all  the  most  important  lines  of  human 
activity,  and,  further,  that  a  library  serving  a 
community  largely  interested  in  a  single  branch 
of  Industry  —  as,  for  instance,  Lowell  is  inter- 
ested in  the  textile  industries  — should,  if  pos- 
sible, attempt  to  make  a  full  collection  on 


that  subject.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  seem 
doubtful  if  the  largest  public  library  would  be 
justified  in  undertaking  to  thoroughly  cover  all 
branches,  unless  especially  endowed  for  that 
purpose. 

If  a  library  is  to  do  anything  in  the  line  sug- 
gested, it  is  evident  that  the  first,  and  indeed  the 
great  question,  is  what  to  buy  and  what  not  to 
buy. 

If  the  object  is  to  offer  a  fair  and  satisfactory 
record  of  progress  in  each  line  of  work,  and  not 
the  collection  of  the  complete  literature,  I  vent- 
ure to  suggest  that  especial  attention  should  be 
given  to  the  selection  of  at  least  one  good  com- 
prehensive periodical  for  each  subject,  choosing 
that  which  gives  the  most  complete  review  of 
the  subject  in  preference  to  one  giving  only 
original  papers.  In  this  connection  it  is  well  to 
bear  in  mind  the  annual  reports  which  are  now 
published  on  so  many  subjects,  which,  while  not 
often  literature  themselves,  often  give  a  more 
complete  and  less  biassed  account  of  it  than  the 
treatises.  Another  line  of  collections  of  value 
as  compared  with  the  cost,  is  among  the  societies' 
publications.  They  are  not  expensive,  and  give 
usually  very  good  opportunities  for  judging  the 
rate  of  acceptance  of  new  methods,  devices,  and 
theories  among  practical  men.  On  the  other 
hand,  trade  journals  —  except  the  local  ones  — 
may  be  passed  by. 

If,  however,  the  object  of  the  library  is  to 
make  a  great  collection,  the  question  of  selection 
remains  fully  as  difficult  of  solution.  It  is  easy 
enough  to  say,  "  Buy  all  there  is  on  the  subjct," 
but  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  do  it,  and, 
if  it  were  done,  a  great  deal  of  money  would  be 
wasted.  The  object  to  be  sought  is  to  buy  all 
of  value  that  can  be  obtained. 

As  to  the  method  of  selection,  that  used  at  the 
Institute,  which  is  in  many  respects  that  of  col- 
lege and  university  libraries  in  general,  may 
furnish  some  hints  to  public  libraries.  Its  chief 
points  are  as  follows  : 

First,  the  selection  from  the  current  trade 
lists  and  other  sources,  of  all  the  titles  of  new 
books  and  periodicals  at  all  likely  to  be  of 
value  to  the  Institute. 

Second,  the  reference  to  the  professors  of  all 
the  titles  in  their  respective  lines,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  all  approved  by  them,  as  well  as  all 
others  asked  for  by  them.'up  to  the  limit  of  their 
appropriations,  which  are  fixed  by  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  Institute. 

Third,  the  submission  to  them  of  all  books 
sent  out  by  our  agents  "  on  approval."  Thii 
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last  is,  of  course,  the  most  satisfactory  method 
of  selection,  except  for  the  delay ;  and  this  is 
not  so  great  as  might  be  expected,  as  we  have 
frequently  received  books  for  Inspection  within 
a  week  from  the  appearance  of  their  titles  in  the 
trade  lists. 

So  far  as  I  can  judge,  this  method,  which  is 
the  most  natural  for  an  institution  such  as  ours, 
works  very  well,  and  it  would  seem  possible  to 
so  modify  it  as  to  make  it  applicable  to  the 
public  library.  It  ought  not  to  be  difficult  to 
find  men,  in  a  city  of  any  size,  who  would  be 
glad  to  have  called  to  their  attention,  and  es- 
pecially to  have  the  opportunity  to  inspect,  all 
the  new  literature  of  their  special  subject,  and 
who  in  return  would  give  their  advice  on  the 
purchase  of  each.  If  such  advisers  were  kept 
informed  as  to  the  amount  of  money  available 
far  each  class  of  books,  the  resulting  selection 
could  hardly  fail  to  be  of  more  value  than  that 
made  by  the  librarian  alone  or  by  a  small  com- 
mittee. 

As  to  the  details  of  such  a  method,  the  follow- 
ing journals  are  the  ones  from  which  the  great 
majority  of  our  purchases  are  made,  and  most 
of  which  are  reg^arly  read  by  the  librarian  : 
Publishers'  Weekly,  Van  Nostrand's  Monthly 
Record  of  scientific  literature  (very  good  for 
a  small  library),  Publishers'  Circular,  Wester- 
mann's  Monthly  Gazette  of  English  literature, 
Catalogue  mensuel  de  la  librairie  francaise,  A II- 
gemeine  Bibliographie,  Bibliographischer  Monats- 
bericht  Uber  Schul-  und  Universitatsschriften, 
Chemiker  -  Zeitung,  Polytechnische  Bibliothek, 
Quarterly  list  of  official  publications  (of  Great 
Britain),  Hickcox's  U.  S.  Government  publica- 
tions. 

These  are  supplemented  by  the  bulletins  of 
accession  of  several  of  the  larger  libraries. 

As  to  the  question  of  the  proper  division  of 
the  available  funds,  it  will  be  readily  understood 
that  the  literary  product  of  an  industry  is  in  no 
definite  nor  constant  ratio  to  the  material  prod- 
uct ;  indeed,  sometimes  it  is  an  inverse  ratio. 
For  instance,  although  since  the  gold  discover- 
ies in  Australia  and  South  Africa  and  Canada, 
the  greater  part  of  the  annual  product  of  the  world 
in  gold  has  come  from  English  colonies,  no  good 
book  on  gold-milling  has  been  produced  in  Eng- 
land or  its  colonies  until  the  present  year. 
And  again,  the  sudden  flood  of  works  in 
every  branch  of  technical  chemistry,  which 
set  in  in  Germany  a  few  years  ago,  was  not 
due  so  much  to  increased  activity  in  the  indus- 


tries as  to  the  workings  of  the  German  patent 
law,  which  made  it  more  desirable  to  publish 
the  results  of  investigations  than  to  keep  them^ 
as  trade  secrets. 

Naturally  the  needs  of  each  library  must  de- 
termine the  division  of  its  funds,  yet  it  may  in- 
terest you  to  know  that  adopted  at  the  Institute, 
and  the  figures  are  of  some  little  value  because 
they  give  a  roughly  fair  apportionment,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Architectural  and  Geologi- 
cal departments.  Round  numbers  only  are 
given,  which  include  binding  and  subscriptions 
to  periodicals. 

Engineering,  except  part  of  sanitary 

engineering $1,550  37  per  cent. 

Mining  and  metallurgy zoo  5 

Architecture 360  8 

Chemistry,  including  part  of  sani- 
tary engineering 850  19 

Physics  (electricity) 800  18 

Biology 500  it 

Geology 100  a 


$4,360 

This  total  is  about  f  of  the  whole  sum  spent 
for  books,  the  balance  being  for  English  liter- 
ature, history,  economics,  modern  languages, 
and  books  of  reference. 

Of  this  total  amount  spent,  over  one-third  is 
for  subscriptions  to  periodicals,  and  their  bind- 
ing, and  we  do  not  think  that  this  proportion 
could  be  decreased  without  injury  to  the  library. 

So  far  as  the  actual  purchase  is  concerned,  the 
books  are  for  the  larger  part  foreign,  and  in 
buying  them  I  prefer  to  deal  with  an  American 
importing  house,  having  tried  foreign  agents- 
The  postage  and  express  charges,  and  the  un- 
avoidable losses  of  periodicals  are  much  greater 
than  is  generally  supposed  or  allowed  for,  unless 
economy  and  safety  are  secured  at  the  expense 
of  speed,  by  means  of  fewer  importations. 

The  treatment  of  such  a  collection  after  ar- 
rival at  the  library  naturally  would  not  differ 
greatly  from  that  of  other  special  collections. 
Yet  there  are  two  or  three  points  which  may 
well  be  emphasized.  If  any  books  are  to  be  ex- 
posed on  the  shelf  and  open  to  easy  use,  these, 
next  after  the  books  of  general  reference, 
should  be  the  ones,  and  if  any  books  are  to  be 
open  for  evening  use,  these  should  be  among 
them.  I  well  remember  my  difficulties  when  I 
was  working  in  a  factory  laboratory  in  obtaining 
and  using  such  books,  and  yet  the  laboratory 
hours  were  considerably  shorter  than  those  of 
the  average  factory.  If  the  Boston  Public 
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Library  carries  out  its  reported  intention  of  pro- 
viding a  separate  room  for  its  technical  collec- 
tions (more  especially  of  its  periodicals)  as  it 
has  already  for  its  patents,  it  should  greatly  in- 
crease their  use  by  the  public. 

Finally,  if  access  to  the  shelves  is  allowed, 
the  librarian  will  find  himself  forced  by  the 
great  specialization  already  reached,  of  which 
the  end  is  not  yet,  to  some  system  of  arrange- 
ment which  will  admit  of  indefinite  subdivision 
in  the  classification,  and  to  the  adoption  of  very 
close  classification.  Probably,  also,  he  will  find 
either  a  strictly  chronological  or  the  roughly 


chronological  accession  order  preferable  for  the 
second  number  to  the  arrangement  by  authors. 

I  regret  to  have  been  obliged  to  quote  the 
Institute  so  much  in  what  I  have  said,  and  hope 
that  you  will  understand  that  this  has  not  been 
done  from  any  opinion  that  its  experience  is 
unique  or  especially  valuable.  On  the  contrary, 
it  was  my  intention  and  wish  to  compare  this 
experience  with  that  of  the  other  institutions 
making  similar  collections,  and  I  should  have 
done  so,  had  the  reports  of  their  librarians  given 
me  the  information  needed  on  these  matters  of 
detail. 


OPEN    LIBRARIES    FROM    A    BRITISH    STANDPOINT. 
BY  JAMES  D.  BROWN,  Librarian  Cler ken-well  P.  L.,  London, 


AN  invitation  from  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  to 
outline  my  views  and  those  of  my  brother  li- 
brarians in  Britain,  on  the  questions  of  open 
access  to  book-shelves  and  extension  of  the  bor- 
rowing right,  finds  me  with  plenty  to  say  and 
little  time  at  my  disposal.  But,  as  the  subjects 
are  of  great  interest  and  more  than  likely  to  be- 
come very  prominent  in  the  near  future,  I  take 
pleasure  in  writing  a  few  random  notes  of  my 
general  impressions  and  experience.  To  save 
time  and  much  explanation,  I  shall  simply  refer 
to  the  descriptive  paper  on  the  "  Clerkenwell 
open  lending  library,"  which  was  read  at  Bel- 
fast in  September  last,  and  is  printed  in  the 
Library  for  November,  1894.  This  contains  an 
account  of  the  Clerkenwell  arrangements  and 
results,  and  will  relieve  me  from  the  necessity 
of  again  traversing  the  same  ground.  The  gen- 
eral question  of  public  access  to  shelves  ffas 
been  very  greatly  misunderstood  and  in  some 
quarters  deliberately  misrepresented  in  Britain. 
The  professional  feeling  on  the  whole  may  be 
described  as  antagonistic  to  open  shelves  either  in 
reference  or  lending  libraries,  but  there  is  a  large 
and  constantly  growing  minority  favorable  to 
open  access,  either  absolute  or  restricted  to  cer- 
tain classes  of  literature.  This  minority  in- 
cludes 20  or  more  of  the  younger  men,  as 
well  as  several  of  the  oldest  and  most  experi- 
enced librarians  in  the  country,  who  are  prepared, 
when  opportunity  arises,  to  put  their  opinions 
to  the  test  of  experiment.  The  opinion  of  the 
readers,  library  boards,  and  the  press  may  be 
claimed  as  being  generally  favorable  to  the 
system.  The  opposition  is,  therefore,  chiefly 
directed  by  librarians  who  have  traditional  ideas 


to  uphold,  and  those  who  have  interests,  com- 
mercial or  otherwise,  in  mechanical  methods  of 
issue.  I  have  a  very  lively  recollection  of  the 
debate  which  took  place  at  Chicago  on  the  open 
library  question,  in  which  Mr.  Cowell,  of  Liver- 
pool, speaking  with  regard  to  an  experiment  in 
his  library,  which  failed  because  badly  con- 
ducted, stood  forth  as  the  one  advocate  of  re- 
striction, in  a  meeting  composed  mostly  of  li- 
brarians who  had  all  tried  open  access  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  with  success.  The  attitude  of  Mr. 
Cowell  towards  open  access  is  based  upon  the 
failure  of  an  experiment  attempted  under  un- 
favorable conditions,  coupled  with  imperfect 
ideas  of  the  arrangements  which  are  In  opera- 
tion in  libraries  where  access  of  readers  to  the 
shelves  has  been  granted  with  perfect  success. 
Other  librarians  share  his  views  for  similar 
reasons.  Some  of  them  have  experience  of 
open  proprietary  libraries  which  are  not  proper- 
ly arranged  or  safeguarded  ;  others  are  bur- 
dened with  an  absence  of  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  should  have 
made  reticence  not  only  politic,  but  imperative. 
At  Belfast,  the  librarian  of  the  Nottingham 
Mechanics'  Institution  told  of  an  annual  loss 
by  theft  of  nearly  300  volumes  as  a  reason  for 
refusing  open  shelves.  He  omitted  to  men- 
tion that  the  charging-desk  at  Nottingham  is 
not  in  any  way  a  check  upon  readers,  as  it  faces 
a  passage  leading  to  a  reading-room,  a  public 
hall,  and  a  restaurant.  When  the  nature  of  this 
Nottingham  arrangement  is  known  the  wonder 
is  not  so  much  that  books  are  lost,  but  that  any 
library  committee  should  permit  open  access 
under  conditions  which  are  little  short  of  a  plain 
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invitation  and  temptation  to  theft.  The  partial 
citation  of  this  instance  of  mismanagement  has 
been  so  frequently  quoted  as  a  warning  against 
trusting  the  public  with  their  own  property, 
thai  I  think  it  worthy  of  this  explanation.  The 
cases  of  various  college  and  other  libraries 
which  have  reported  large  losses  are  exactly 
similar  to  that  of  Nottingham,  the  defects  in 
every  instance  being  failure  to  make  suitable 
arrangements  to  meet  peculiar  conditions,  and  a 
lack  of  oversight.  I  am  reminded  of  one  uni- 
versity library  in  this  country,  open  only  to 
well-known  professors  and  students,  among 
whom  are  our"  future  clergymen  and  law-makers, 
to  whom  the  privileges  of  open  shelves  and  free 
selection  are  granted.  I  have  been  informed 
that  there  are  some  thousands  of  books  com- 
pletely missing,  and  that  dozens  have  at  times 
been  recovered  from  defaulting  borrowers,  in- 
cluding ministers  of  religion.  But  why  should 
this  be?  Simply  because  of  the  feeble  arrange- 
ment which  prevails  of  delegating  the  task  of 
registration  to  the  borrowers,  and  the  use  of  a 
very  antiquated  and  imperfect  system  of  record, 
together  with  insufficient  oversight.  The  plain 
truth  is.  that  the  whole  question  of  success  or 
non-success  in  open  libraries  hinges  upon  proper 
organization  and  arrangement.  It  is  not 
enough  to  sweep  away  existing  barriers  and  ad- 
mit readers  without  hindrance.  There  are 
other  considerations  and  other  requirements  to 
be  satisfied.  Nevertheless,  it  is  mainly  this 
idea  of  want  of  security  which  moves  the  opposi- 
tion of  librarians  who  are  not  properly  informed 
as  to  successful  methods,  and  I  think  it  is  pretty 
conclusively  shown  by  the  British  Museum, 
Cleveland,  Minneapolis,  Pawtucket,  Cambridge* 
Melbourne,  Clerkenwell,  and  Truro  experience 
to  be  a  mere  bogy. 

Speaking  broadly  on  the  whole  question  of 
the  public  library  service,  there  can  hardly  be  a 
doubt  that  the  interests  and  convenience  of  the 
reader  are  largely  subordinated  to  the  librarian's 
solicitude  for  the  pretty  numerical  order  of  his 
books  and  the  chaste  integrity  of  his  system. 
To  these  may  be  added  the  fears  of  committees, 
who  are  apt  to  regard  the  general  reading 
public  through  the  spectacles  of  the  police 
magistrate.  Since  librarianship  became  organ- 
ized and  recognized  there  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  eloquence  wasted  in  thanking  God  that  the 
present-day  librarian  is  not  like  his  dry-as-dust 
predecessor  — a  mere  gaoler  of  books.  Yet,  in 
spite  of  all  this  gratulation,  what  is  to  be  seen 
on  almost  every  side  ?  A  traditional  distrust  of 


the  people  manifested  in  every  possible  way, 
but  shown  particularly  in  the  jealous  guarding 
of  books  from  contact,  by  means  of  restrictive 
rules  and  the  erection  of  elaborate  barriers.  If 
the  people  were  only  permitted  to  look  at 
public  parks  through  iron  railings,  and  to  study 
art  galleries  through  the  sole  medium  of  a 
printed  catalog  —  if  it  were  a  necessity  of  state 
and  municipal  polity  to  blindfold  and  muzzle 
citizens  on  the  ground  that  one  of  them  might 
possibly  do  some  damage,  then  the  mere  need 
for  uniformity  would  force  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  public  libraries  were  book  prisons,  and  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  kept  locked.  But,  as  none  of 
this  preventive  legislation  is  in  force,  it  seems 
absurd,  if  a  certain  microscopic  proportion  of 
readers  in  public  libraries  are  dishonest,  to 
penalize  the  whole  community,  and  exclude  it 
from  rights  which  surely  belong  to  it  as  owner 
of  the  institution  it  has  called  into  being. 

I  come  now  to  the  great  array  of  objections 
which  have  been  raised  by  all  kinds  of  librarians 
to  the  practical  working  of  the  plan.  Some  of 
these  are  fair,  others  partly  fanciful,  and  many 
are  mere  inventions.  The  leading  point  arising 
out  of  the  controversy  which  has  been  raging  all 
over  this  country  since  May  last,  is  whether^cr 
not  the  indicator  as  a  practical  library  appliance 
is  doomed  to  extinction  or  extension.  As  the 
sole  intermediary  between' reader  and  library,  I 
am  bound  to  confess  that  I  think  it  will  ulti- 
mately, and  deservedly,  be  abandoned.  As  an 
additional  aid  to  service  and  registration  in 
connection  with  open  libraries  there  is  consider- 
able hope  for  its  continued  use  in  a  greatly 
modified  form. 

^The  fair  arguments  against  open  shelves 
include  'possibility  of  misplacements,  over- 
crowding, loss  of  storage  space,  extra  wear 
and  tear,  and  the  difficulty  of  adequately 
meeting  the  case  of  the  reader  who  can- 
not come  in  person.  Thefts  I  have  already 
dealt  with,  but  I  may  add  that,  under  proper 
regulations  and  arrangements  they  are  never 
likely  to  be  extensive,  or  the  act  of  many  per- 
sons. Misplacements  are  not  very  serious 
things  when  due  care  is  taken  to  recognize  their 
occurrence  as  possible  and  to  make  provision 
accordingly.  The  ordinary  numerical  finding 
arrangement  so  common  in  English  libraries 
which  use  indicators  is  about  as  bad  as  could 
be,  and  its  danger  has  been  demonstrated  at 
Penge,  a  district  of  London,  where  open  access 
was  allowed  under  a  temporary  arrangement  in 
a  library  originally  intended  for  an  indicator. 
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Close  classification  with  differential  class-  and 
shelf-marking  are  the  safeguards  against  serious 
misplacement,  and  the  Clerkenwell  experience 
has  taught  me  that  with  them  no  danger  need 
be  anticipated.  Overcrowding  is  a  condition 
depending  altogether  on  space.  With  fiction  and 
other  popular  classes  arranged  all  around  the 
walls,  or  in  the  order  best  calculated  to  dis- 
tribute the  readers,  it  need  never  occur  to  any 
great  extent.  My  experience  is  that  readers  do 
not  congregate  into  knots  before  the  shelves 
sacred  to  popular  authors,  because  their  books 
are  mostly  all  in  circulation,  and  there  is  a  mar- 
vellous celerity  about  the  manner  in  which 
crowds  melt  away.  Careful  observation  at 
Clerkenwell  has  brought  out  the  fact  that  each 
reader  spends  on  an  average  six  minutes  in  the 
library.  This  includes  our  long  and  compara- 
tively quiet  afternoons,  when  the  person  of 
leisure  or  business  comes  to  spend  from  15 
to  30  minutes  choosing  books,  and,  in  many 
cases,  making  good  use  of  them  for  ready 
reference  purposes.  During  our  busy  hours, 
from  I  to  2  and  6  to  9,  the  average  drops  to 
about  four  minutes,  including  the  time  spent  at 
both  discharging  and  charging  barriers.  One 
ordinary  expert  assistant  can  discharge  books  at 
the  rate  of  four  a  minute,  and  they  can  be  charged 
nearly  as  quick.  I  have  personally  issued  and 
completely  charged  200  books  in  less  than  one 
hour,  including  little  lulls  between  spurts  of 
business.  All  this  goes  against  the  chance  of 
overcrowding  as  a  general  thing,  and  there  is 
always  a  rule  which  can  be  put  in  operation 
limiting  the  number  of  admissions  at  any  one 
time.  Large  libraries'can  also  make  other  ar- 
rangements against  the  probability  of  over- 
crowding by  excluding  juvenile  borrowers  from 
the  general  library,  raising  the  age  limit,  en- 
tirely excluding  messengers,  however  competent, 
and  in  many  other  obvious  ways.  But  unless 
any  library  is  under  the  necessity  of  issuing 
1000  volumes  per  hour,  and  I  know  of  none  such, 
there  will  be  no  need  for  any  special  restrictions, 
if  space  is  anything  like  adequate. 

The  loss  of  storage  space  concerns  particu- 
larly libraries  already  established  on  the  bar- 
rier system.  Libraries  erected  and  arranged 
with  a  special  view  to  open  access  will  hardly 
meet  with  the  difficulty.  The  point  is  one 
which  raises  the  very  important  question  of 
the  ultimate  size  and  object  of  lending  libraries. 
Is  it  desirable  that  any  one  lending  library 
or  branch  should  have  more  than  20,000  books 
of  actual  use  and  interest  to  present-day  readers, 


or  in  other  words,  must  this  department  be  re- 
garded as  a  museum  or  a  workshop  ?  In  older 
libraries,  where  bookcases  will  have  to  be  cut 
down  and  liberally  respaced,  a  large  amount 
of  storage  will  be  lost,  and  in  America,  where 
the  stack  system  has  become  general,  great 
difficulties  will  be  met  in  adapting  many  exist- 
ing libraries  to  the  change.  In  Britain  the 
pruning  process  will  suffice  for  a  large  number 
of  libraries,  but  there  are  many  which  are 
worked  with  ledgers,  cards,  and  indicators, 
in  which  open  access  would  be  physically 
impossible.  Low  presses,  shallow  shelves,  and 
wide  gangways  are  all  essential  in  open  li- 
braries, and  all  three  requirements  point  to 
much  reduction  of  storage  space.  As  regards 
reference  libraries,  the  British  Museum  plan  of 
providing  workshop  and  museum  sections  would 
have  to  be  followed.  There  would  be  no  great 
advantage,  save  to  a  very  few,  in  throwing  open 
the  whole  of  a  great  reference  library,  contain- 
ing thousands  of  practically  dead  books.  Addi- 
tional wear  and  tear  caused  by  extra  handling 
will  affect  the  less  popular  lending  books  more 
than  those  which  are  in  constant  demand.  Only 
long  experience  can  finally  prove  to  what  ex- 
tent it  will  affect  the  binding  and  replacement 
bills.  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  addi- 
tional handling  will  not  shorten  the  life  of  any 
book  by  more  than  a  week  or  two.  Readers 
who  sent  messengers  to  Clerkenwell  were  much 
more  numerous  with  the  indicator  than  now, 
when  most  of  them  come  personally  for  the 
pleasure  of  making  a  suitable  selection.  The 
sort  of  messenger  most  met  with  is  the  father, 
mother,  brother,  or  sister,  who  comes  to  select 
three  or  four  books  for  a  family.  Very  youthful 
messengers  are  usually  provided  with  lists,  and 
the  assistants  serve  them.  Nothing  short  of  a 
door-to-door  delivery  will  suit  the  reader  who 
cannot  come,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  even 
this  should  not  be  attempted  by  means  of  travel- 
ling (van)  libraries.  I  proposed  this  arrange- 
ment for  rural  districts  in  the  Library  for  April, 
1894,  and  cannot  see  why  it  should  not  in  many 
cases  supersede  both  branches  and  delivery 
stations  in  towns. 

Of  partly  fanciful  objections  to  the  open  lend- 
ing library,  the  principal  one  seems  to  be  that 
readers  will  have  difficulty  in  finding  a  particular 
book.  This  objection  does  not  apply  to  the  ma- 
jority of  public  library  readers,  as  fiction  is  ar- 
ranged in  a  very  obvious  alphabetical  order. 
The  other  readers,  being  generally  persons  of  in- 
telligence, very  soon  become  acquainted  with  the 
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classification  and  the  numerous  plain  guides 
adopted  for  their  assistance.  The  chief  function 
of  the  librarian  and  his  staff  being  to  help  and 
direct  the  public  in  every  possible  way,  any  re- 
maining difficulty  Is  very  efficiently  met.  We 
have  found  at  Clerkenwell  that  no  reader  re- 
quires to  be  directed  twice  to  the  location  of  any 
particular  subject.  There  are  a  few  other  points, 
but  they  are  of  very  minor  importance.  A  few 
specimens  of  the  invented  or  bogy  objection 
will  suffice  to  show  the  sort  of  nonsense  inter- 
ested and  ignorant  persons  will  use  as  arguments. 
I  shall  only  mention  them,  as  absurdity  is  writ 
large  on  all.  Ladies  standing  on  high  ladders 
will  make  an  indecent  show  of  their  legs  !  Cata- 
logs will  be  abandoned,  and  an  inferior  class 
of  librarian,  probably  a  uniformed  janitor,  will 
be  substituted  ;  the  reading  of  fiction  will  be 
greatly  increased  ;  the  service  will  be  very  slow, 
and  double  the  staff  will  be  required  ;  value  of 
the  library  will  be  reduced  50  per  cent.;  the 
system  has  been  tried  in  America  and  failed — 
in  connection  with  this,  Mr.  Yates,  of  Leeds, 
declared  he  had  been  present  at  a  conference  of 
the  A.L.A.,  where  open  access  was  unanimously 
condemned  ;  there  will  be  great  additional  ex- 
pense in  working.  One  man  calls  the  system 
"new,  weak,"  and  shortly  afterwards  "anti- 
quated," while  others  call  it  a  "  new  fad,"  and  a 
return  to  the  "dark  ages  of  librarianship." 

I  will  allow  myself  a  few  lines  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  advantages  of  the  system.  Per- 
sonal contact  with  books  in  a  properly  classified 
library  gives  the  reader  that  power  of  examina- 
tion not  possible  by  any  other  system  of  issue. 
It  encourages  the  reading  of  all  classes  of  liter- 
ature, save  fiction.  At  Clerkenwell  there  are 
hundreds  of  volumes  in  travel,  history,  biog- 
raphy, science,  etc.,  which  in  the  indicator  days 
rarely  stirred  from  the  shelves.  Now  most  of 
them  have  been  issued  oftener  in  the  last  six 
months  than  they  were  during  the  previous  five 
years.  The  reader  is  saved  time,  trouble,  and 
dissatisfaction  by  the  open  system.  In  every 
case  borrowers  suit  themselves  and  take  pleasure 
and  interest  in  coming  to  the  library.  The  li- 
brarian and  staff  get  into  close  contact  with 
readers  of  every  kind,  learn  their  requirements, 
and  help  them  much  more  effectively  than  was 
possible  before.  An  informal  plebescite  among 
the  Clerkenwell  borrowers  resulted  in  not  one 
vote  out  of  hundreds  being  given  in  favor  of  a 
return  to  the  indicator  system.  Most  of  the  dif- 


ficulties associated  with  barrier  libraries  —  ser- 
vice, charging,  cataloging,  etc. — have  been  sim- 
plified, and  both  readers  and  staff  find  the  work 
easier  and  pleasanter.  But  it  is  needless  to 
dwell  further  on  advantages  which  must  be  per- 
fectly clear  to  any  one  who  gives  the  matter  half 
an  hour's  consideration. 

At  Clerkenwell  we  have  been  issuing  extra 
cards,  available  for  non-fictional  works  only, 
since  December,  1893,  with  a  fair  result.  About 
320  borrowers  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
privilege,  and  I  think  the  general  effect  has  been 
good.  Our  object  in  introducing  the  extra  card 
was  to  meet  the  requirements  of  students,  and  it 
is  that  class  which  has  made  most  use  of  the 
privilege.  The  difference  on  the  percentage  of 
fiction  issued  has  been  very  slight,  but  a  small 
part  of  our  large  increase  of  issues  is  due  to  these 
tickets.  Other  libraries  now  grant  extra  tickets, 
but  some  of  them,  such  as  Chelsea,  limit  them  to 
music.  I  believe  the  adoption  of  the  plan  in  this 
country  is  due  to  Mr.  MacAlister,  secretary  of 
the  L. A. U.K.,  who  advocated  it  at  the  Aber- 
deen conference  in  September,  1893.  At  any 
rate  it  was  his  paper  which  first  drew  my  atten- 
tion seriously  to  the  subject,  and  I  am  not  aware 
if  the  privilege  had  been  granted  in  libraries  pre- 
viously. The  common  American  plan  of  allowing 
school  teachers  to  withdraw  a  number  of  cards  for 
the  use  of  themselves  and  scholars  has  not  been 
adopted  anywhere  in  Britain  as  far  as  I  know. 

To  sum  up.  The  whole  question  of  open  ac- 
cess to  libraries,  both  reference  and  lending,  is 
influenced  in  Britain  by  two  factors  —  opposition 
on  the  part  of  conservative  librarians  and  inter- 
ested tradesmen,  and  a  widespread  distrust  of 
the  general  public.  If  the  latter  could  be  over- 
come, the  former  would  soon  be  swept  away,  but 
until  the  opinions  .of  the  younger  generation  of 
librarians  have  had  time  to  make  more  headway, 
progress  will  be  slow.  Nevertheless,  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that  even  in  six  months  one  town  has 
decided  to  begin  with  an  open-lending  library  on 
January  i,  1895,  another  awaits  confirmation  of 
the  proposal,  while  two  districts  in  London  and 
two  in  the  provinces  have  practically  decided 
upon  adopting  the  method  upon  the  completion 
of  new  buildings  or  alteration  of  structural  ar- 
rangements. Those  who  are  anxious  to  see 
public  libraries  taking  a  higher  place  in  the 
minds  and  affection  of  the  public  will  be 
pleased  with  the  progress  of  the  open  lending 
idea  in  Britain. 
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THE  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS  BILL. 

THE  Public  Documents  bill,  as  passed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  conference  report 
in  December  last,  did  not  reach  the  President 
until  after  January  i,  and  did  not  receive  his 
signature  until  January  12.  The  act  went  into 
immediate  operation  on  the  date  of  approval ; 
but  no  appointment  of  superintendent  of  docu- 
ments has  yet  been  made  by  the  Public  Printer. 

The  act  is  a  modification  of  the  bill  which  has 
been  before  Congress  for  some  years  past, 
and  was  prepared  under  the  concurrent  resolu- 
tion of  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  passed 
on  March  3,  1891,  chiefly  under  the  direction 
of  Senator  Manderson,  then  chairman  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Printing.  In  the  52d  Con- 
gress (1891-93)  the  bill  passed  the  Senate  and 
was  considered  and  passed  with  some  amend- 
ments in  the  House.  But  the  House  amend- 
ments were  not  considered  by  the  Senate  and  it 
did  not  then  become  a  law.  The  same  bill  with 
some  modifications  was  introduced  into  the 
present  Congress,  and  under  the  leadership  of 
Mr.  Richardson  of  the  House  passed  the  House 
in  December,  1893.  The  political  complexion 
of  the  Senate  having  meanwhile  changed,  Sen- 
ator Manderson,  former  chairman  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Printing,  became  the  minority 
member,  and  Senator  Gorman,  formerly  the 
minority  member,  became  chairman,  with  Sen- 
ator Ransom  as  associate.  After  the  tariff 
debate  in  the  Senate  the  bill  was  brought  to 
a  vote  and  passed  in  August,  1894,  with  amend- 
ments submitted  by  Senator  Gorman.  Ob- 
jection was  raised  in  the  House,  that  the  amend- 
ments, while  not  curtailing  library  privileges, 
put  into  the  bill  provision  for  a  political  ma- 
chine in  connection  with  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee; these  amendments  interfered  also  with 
the  power  of  appointment  by  the  Executive. 
The  consequences  were  that  for  a  second  time 
Congress  adjourned,  both  houses  having  acted 
favorably  on  the  bill,  without  its  final  passage. 
At  the  December  session  it  was  again  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  most  of  the  objectionable 
features  having  been  modified,  and  passed  on 
conference  report,  as  already  stated. 

The  act  is  practically  a  codification  of  exist- 
ing laws  relating  to  the  public  printing,  repeal- 
ing (sec.ioo)  all  conflicting  laws,  and  is  therefore 
a  statute  comprehensive  of  the  whole  subject. 
Sections  1-50  provide  chiefly  for  the  routine 
administration  of  the  Government  Printing 
Office.  The  President,  with  the  consent  of  the 


Senate,  shall  (sec.  17)  appoint  "a  practical 
printer,  versed  in  the  art  of  bookbinding,"  as 
Public  Printer,  at  $4500  salary  and  with  $100,000 
bond.  The  Public  Printer  shall  (sec.  44)  ap- 
point a  chief  clerk  who  also  sha  11  be  "a  practical 
printer,  versed  in  the  'art  of  bookbinding,"  at 
$2400  salary,  and  a  foreman  of  printing  and  a 
foreman  of  binding  "  who  must  be  practically 
and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  respective 
trades,"  each  at  $2100  salary.  In  case  of  the 
inability  of  the  Public  Printer,  the  chief  clerk 
shall  (sec.  36)  perform  his  duty,  except  the  Presi- 
dent directs  some  other  presidential  officer  to 
do  so.  None  of  these  officials  or  their  assistants 
shall  (sec.  34)  during  their  continuance  in  office, 
have  any  interest  in  any  periodical,  printing 
office  or  printing  contract.  All  printing  offices 
in  the  departments  shall  (sec.  31)  be  under  the 
control  of  the  Public  Printer  except  those  in  the 
Weather  Bureau,  the  record  and  pension  di- 
vision of  the  War  Department  and  the  Census 
Office,  which,  however,  may  be  abolished  by  the 
Public  Printer  with  the  approval  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Printing. 

The  Public  Printer  shall  (sec.  45)  employ 
workmen  who  are  thoroughly  skilled  ' '  as  shown 
by  trial  of  their  skill  under  his  direction,"  in- 
cluding (sec.  50)  not  more  than  25  apprentices, 
at  just  rates  of  wages  (sec.  49),  not  exceeding 
(sec.  39)  50  cents  per  1000  ems  for  composition,  50 
cents  per  hour  for  pressmen,  and  40  cents  per 
hour  for  time  work  of  printers  and  bookbinders, 
night  work,  between  5  p.m.  and  8  a.m.,  being 
paid  20  per  cent,  in  addition,  and  in  the  work 
(sec.  47)  "the  provisions  of  the  existing  eight- 
hour  law  shall  apply." 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  shall  (sec.  13) 
have  control  of  the  Congressional  Record,&i\&  while 
providing  that  it  shall  be  a  verbatim  report, 
shall  take  all  needed  action  for  reduction  of  un- 
necessary bulk,  and  shall  provide  for  the  pub- 
lication of  an  index  to  the  Record  semi-monthly 
during  the  session  of  Congress,  and  at  the  close 
thereof.  It  shall  (sec.  14)  designate  to  the  Pub- 
lic Printer  "  a  competent  person"  to  prepare 
such  indexes  and  regulate  his  compensation. 

The  Public  Printer  shall  (sec.  19)  make  an- 
nual report  to  Congress,  specifying  the  number 
of  copies  of  each  department  report  and  docu- 
ment printed  upon  requisition  by  the  head  of 
the  department,  and  also  the  exact  number  of 
copies  bound  upon  requisition  for  Congressmen 
and  other  officers. 

The  Public  Printer  shall  (sec.  25)  stereotype 
or  electrotype  all  matter  likely  to  be  used  a 
second  time.  He  shall  (sec.  52)  sell  under  reg- 
ulations of  the  Joint  Committee, to  any  who  may 
apply,  duplicate  plates  of  any  Government  pub- 
lication at  a  price  not  to  exceed  the  cost  of  com- 
position, the  metal  and  making  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  10  per  cent,  added,  provided  that  the 
price  shall  be  paid  when  the  order  is  filed,  and 
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that  no  publications  so  reprinted  shall  be  copy- 
righted. He  shall  (sec.  42)  furnish  to  all  appli- 
cants giving  notice  before  matter  is  put  to 
press,  copies  not  exceeding  250  to  any  one  ap- 
plicant, of  bills,  reports  and  documents,  on 
payment  in  advance  of  the  cost  and  10  per  cent. , 
provided  that  such  work  shall  not  interfere 
with  printing  for  the  Government.  He  may 
also  (sec.  40)  print  for  sale  at  a  reimbursing 
price,  the  current  Congressional  Directories 
and  current  numbers  of  bound  sets  of  the  Con- 
gressional Record. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Public  Printer  (sec. 
37)  to  print  for  Congressmen  at  cost  extracts 
from  the  Congressional  Record,  documents  and 
reports  of  committees,  with  franking  envelopes. 
"Sec.  51:  The  forms  and  style  in  which  the 
printing  or  binding  ordered  by  any  of  the  De- 
partments shall  be  executed  and  the  material 
and  size  of  type  to  be  used,  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Public  Printer,  having  proper 
regard  to  economy,  workmanship  and  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  work  is  needed. 

"Sec.  53:  The  Public  Printer  shall  examine 
closely  the  orders  of  the  Senate  and  House  for 
printing  and  in  case  of  duplication  he  shall 
print  under  the  first  order." 

Whenever  any  document  or  report  shall  be 
ordered  printed  by  Congress  (sec.  54),  the 
"  usuaknumber"  shall  be  printed  and  no  great- 
er number  "  unless  ordered  by  either  House,  or 
as  hereinafter  provided,"  and  the  usual  number 
is  defined  as  1682  copies.  When  a  special  num- 
ber of  a  document  or  report  is  ordered  printed, 
the  usual  number  shall  also  be  printed  unless 
already  ordered.  Of  the  usual  number,  600  are 
to  be  delivered,  unbound,  to  the  Senate  and 
House  document  rooms,  and  580  bound  and  dis- 
tributed :  to  the  Senate  library  15 ;  to  the  Library 
of  Congress  2,  and  50  additional  copies  for 
foreign  exchanges;  to  the  House  library  15;  to 
the  superintendent  of  documents  500,  for  dis- 
tribution to  the  state  and  territorial  libraries  and 
designated  depositories.  These  documents  shall 
be  bound  in  full  sheep,  and  in  binding  the  Pub- 
lic Printer  shall  give  precedence  to  those  to  be 
distributed  to  libraries  and  designated  deposi- 
tories. Any  such  library  may  have  its  docu- 
ments in  unbound  form  by  notifying  the  super- 
intendent of  documents  prior  to  the  convening 
of  each  Congress.  The  remainder  (500  copies) 
shall  be  reserved  by  the  Public  Printer  un- 
stitched, subject  to  be  bound  upon  orders  from 
the  Vice-President,  Congressmen,  etc.,  in  such 
binding  as  they  shall  select,  except  full  mo- 
rocco and  calf;  and  when  not  called  for  and 
delivered  within  two  years,  shall  be  delivered 
unbound  to  the  superintendent  of  documents  for 
distribution.  All  of  the  "  usual  number  "  shall 
be  printed  at  one  time. 

There  shall  be  printed  (sec.  55)  of  each  Senate 
and  House  public  bill  and  joint  concurrent  and 
simple  resolution  625  copies,  distributed:  to 
the  Senate  document  room  225;  to  the  Secretary 
of  Senate  15  ;  to  House  document  room  385 
copies;  and  of  each  Senate  and  House  private 
bill  250  copies,  distributed :  to  Senate  document 
room  135,  to  Secretary  of  Senate  15,  to  House 
document  room  100  copies.  "The  term  pri- 


vate bill  shall  be  considered  to  mean  all  bills  for 
the  relief  of  private  parties,  bills  granting  pen- 
sions, and  bills  removing  political  disabilities. 
All  bills  and  resolutions  shall  be  printed  in  bill 
form,  and  unless  specially  ordered  by  either 
House  shall  only  be  printed  when  referred  to 
a  committee,  when  favorably  reported  back, 
and  after  their  passage  by  either  house." 

There  shall  be  printed  (sec.  56)  in  slip  form 
1810  copies  of  public  and  460  copies  of  private 
laws,  postal  conventions  and  treaties,  distributed: 
to  the  House  document  room  1000  public  and 
100  private  laws  ;  to  Senate  document  room 
550  public  and  100  private  laws;  to  Department 
of  State  500  of  all  laws,  and  to  the  Treasury 
Department  60  of  all  laws.  Postal  conventions 
and  treaties  shall  be  distributed  as  private  laws. 

There  shall  be  printed  of  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  (sec.  57) 
720  copies,  distributed:  to  the  Senate  document 
room  90  for  senators,  and  25  additional;  to  the 
Department  of  State  4 ;  to  the  superintendent 
of  documents  144,  to  be  distributed  to  three 
libraries  in  each  of  the  states;  to  the  Library  of 
Congress,  25;  to  the  Court  of  Claims  2,  and  to 
the  House  library  10  copies.  The  remaining 
25  shall  be  furnished  to  the  Secretary  of  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House,  as  the  necessities  of 
their  respective  offices  may  require,  as  rapidly 
as  signatures  are  completed. 

Whenever  printing  not  bearing  a  Congres- 
sional number  (sec.  58)  shall  be  done,  except  con- 
fidential matter,  blank  forms  and  circular  letters 
not  of  a  public  character,  two,  copies  shall  be 
sent,  unless  ordered  withheld,  by  the  Public 
Printer,  to  the  Senate  and  House  libraries,  re- 
spectively, and  one  copy  each  to  the  document 
rooms  of  the  Senate  and  House  for  reference  ; 
and  these  copies  shall  not  be  removed  ;  and  of 
all  publications  of  the  executive  departments, 
not  intended  for  their  special  use  but  made  for 
distribution,  500  copies  shall  be  at  once  de- 
livered to  the  superintendent  of  documents  for 
distribution  to  designated  depositories  and  state 
and  territorial  libraries. 

"SEC.  59.  Orders  for  printing  extra  copies 
shall  be  by  simple,  concurrent,  or  joint  resolu- 
tion. Either  House  may  print  extra  copies 
to  the  amount  of  $500  by  simple  resolution  ;  if 
the  cost  exceeds  that  sum,  the  printing  shall 
be  ordered  by  concurrent  resolution,  except 
when  the  resolution  is  self-appropriating,  when 
it  shall  be  by  joint  resolution.  Such  resolu- 
tions, when  presented  to  either  House,  shall  be 
referred  immediately  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  who,  in  making  their  report,  shall  give 
the  probable  cost  of  the  proposed  printing  upon 
the  estimate  of  the  Public  Printer;  and  no  extra 
copies  shall  be  printed  before  such  committee 
has  reported. 

"  SEC.  60.  There  shall  be  one  document  room 
of  the  Senate  and  one  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  be  designated,  respectively,  the 
"Senate  and  House  document  room."  Each 
shall  be  in  a  charge  of  a  superintendent,  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House, 
respectively,  who  shall  also  appoint  the  neces- 
sary number  of  assistants  :  Provided^  That  this 
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section  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  first  day  of 
the  first  session  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress. 

"  SEC.  61.  The  Public  Printer  shall  appoint  a 
competent  person  to  act  as  superintendent  of 
documents,  and  shall  fix  his  salary.  The  super- 
intendent of  documents  so  designated  and  ap- 
pointed is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  cost  any 
public  document  in  his  charge,  the  distribution 
of  which  is  not  herein  specifically  directed,  said 
cost  to  be  estimated  by  the  Public  Printer  and 
based  upon  printing  from  stereotyped  plates  ; 
but  only  one  copy  of  any  document  shall  be  sold 
to  the  same  person,  excepting  libraries  or 
schools  by  which  additional  copies  are  desired 
for  separate  departments  thereof,  and  members 
of  Congress  ;  and  whenever  any  officer  of  the 
Government  having  in  his  charge  documents 
published  for  sale  shall  desire  to  be  relieved  of 
the  same,  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  turn  them 
over  to  the  superintendent  of  documents,  who 
shall  receive  and  sell  them  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section.  All  moneys  received  from  the 
sale  of  documents  shall  be  returned  to  the 
Public  Printer  on  the  first  day  of  each  month 
and  be  by  him  covered  into  the  Treasury 
monthly,  and  the  superintendent  of  documents 
shall  report  annually  the  number  of  copies  of 
each  and  every  document  sold  by  him,  and  the 
price  of  the  same.  He  shall  also  report  month- 
ly to  the  Public  Printer  the  number  of  docu- 
ments received  by  him  and  the  disposition  made 
of  the  same.  He  shall  have  general  supervision 
of  the  distribution  of  all  public  documents,  and 
to  his  custody  shall  be  committed  all  documents 
subject  to  distribution,  excepting  those  printed 
for  the  special  official  use  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments, which  shall  be  delivered  to  said  De- 
partments, and  those  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  which  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  folding  rooms  of  said  Houses  and 
distributed  or  delivered  ready  for  distribution  to 
Members  and  Delegates  upon  their  order  by  the 
superintendents  of  the  folding-rooms  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

"  SEC.  62.  The  superintendent  of  documents 
shall,  at  the  close  of  each  regular  session  of 
Congress  prepare  and  publish  a  comprehensive 
index  of  public  documenls,  beginning  with  the 
Fifty-third  Congress,  upon  such  plan  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  ; 
and  the  Public  Printer  shall,  immediately  upon 
its  publication,  deliver  to  him  a  copy  of  each 
and  every  document  printed  by  the  Government 
Printing  Office  ;  and  the  head  of  each  of  the 
Executive  Departments,  bureaus,  and  offices  of 
the  Government  shall  deliver  to  him  a  copy  of 
each  and  every  document  issued  or  published  by 
such  Department,  bureau,  or  office  not  con- 
fidential in  its  character.  He  shall  also  prepare 
and  print  in  one  volume  a  consolidated  index  of 
Congressional  documents,  and  shall  index  such 
single  volumes  of  documents  as  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  shall  direct.  Of  the  com- 
prehensive index  and  of  the  consolidated  index 
2000  copies  each  shall  be  printed  and  bound  in 
addition  to  the  usual  number,  200  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  800  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
House,  and  1000  copies  for  distribution  by  the 
superintendent  of  documents. 


"  SEC.  63.  The  Secretary  and  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  and  Doorkeeper 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  cause  an 
invoice  to  be  made  of  all  public  documents  stored 
in  and  about  the  Capitol,  other  than  those  belong- 
ing to  the  quota  of  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, to  the  Library  of  Congress  and  the  Senate 
and  House  Libraries  and  document  rooms,  and 
all  such  documents  shall  by  the  superintendents, 
respectively,  of  the  Senate  and  House  folding 
rooms  be  put  to  the  credit  of  Senators,  Rep- 
resentatives, and  Delegates  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, in  quantities  equal  in  the  number  of  vol- 
umes and  as  nearly  as  possible  in  value,  to  each 
member  of  Congress,  and  said  documents  shah 
be  distributed  upon  the  orders  of  Senators,  Rep- 
resentatives, and  Delegates,  each  of  whom  shall 
be  supplied  by  the  superintendents  of  the  fold- 
ing rooms  with  a  list  of  the  number  and  char- 
acter of  the  publications  thus  put  to  his  credit  : 
Provided,  That  before  said  apportionment  is 
made  copies  of  any  of  these  documents  desired 
for  the  use  of  committees  of  the  Senate  or 
House  shall  be  delivered  to  the  chairmen  of 
such  committees:  A  nd  provided  further.  That 
four  copies  of  each  and  all  leather-bound  docu- 
ments shall  be  reserved  and  carefully  stored,  to 
be  used  hereafter  in  supplying  deficiencies  in 
the  Senate  and  House  libraries  caused  by  wear 
or  loss,  and  a  similar  invoice  shall  be  prepared 
and  distribution  made  as  above  provided  at  the 
convening  in  regular  session  of  each  successive 
Congress. 

"  SEC.  64.  Upon  the  appointment  of  the  super- 
intendent of  documents,  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  docu- 
ments in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby,  abolished,  and  all  laws  now 
in  force  providing  for  the  delivery  to  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  of  public  documents 
for  distribution,  other  than  such  as  are  for  the 
use  of  that  Department,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  repealed  :  Provided,  That  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  reports  of  the  Eleventh  Census 
shall  be  continued  and  completed  by  the  super- 
intendent of  documents,  under  existing  laws 
and  regulations. 

"SEC.  65.  All  official  correspondence  of  the 
superintendent  of  documents  and  all  replies  to 
the  same  shall  be  entitled  to  free  transmission 
by  mail  ;  and  he  shall  be  entitled  to  frank 
public  documents  :  Provided,  That  in  the  trans- 
mission of  such  mail  matter  envelopes,  labels, 
or  postal  cards  are  used  on  which  the  name  of 
the  office  and  the  penalty  clause  are  printed. 

"  SHC.  66.  The  Public  Printer  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed,  upon  the  requisition  of 
the  superintendent  of  documents,  toappoint  such 
assistants  as  may  be  necessary,  and  furnish 
such  blanks  and  to  do  such  printing  and  binding 
as  are  required  by  his  office,  the  cost  of  the 
same  to  be  charged  against  the  appropriation 
for  printing  and  binding  for  Congress,  and  the 
Public  Printer  shall  provide  convenient  office, 
storage,  and  distributing  rooms  for  the  use  of 
the  superintendent  of  documents. 

"  SKC.  67.  All  documents  at  present  remaining 
in  charge  of  the  several  Executive  Departments, 
bureaus,  and  offices  of  the  Government  not  re- 
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quired  for  official  use  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
superintendent  of  documents,  and  hereafter  all 
public  documents  accumulating  in  said  Depart- 
ments, bureaus,  and  offices  not  needed  for 
official  use  shall  be  annually  turned  over  to  the 
superintendent  of  documents  for  distribution  or 
sale. 

"  SKC.  68.  Whenever  in  the  division  among 
Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates  of 
documents  printed  for  the  use  of  Congress  there 
shall  be  an  apportionment  to  each  or  either 
House  in  round  numbers,  the  Public  Printer 
shall  not  deliver  the  full  number  so  accredited 
at  the  respective  folding  rooms,  but  only  the 
largest  multiple  of  the  number  constituting  the 
full  membership  of  each  or  either  House,  in- 
cluding the  Secretary  and  Sergeant-at-Arms  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  and  Doorkeeper  of  the 
House,  which  shall  be  contained  in  the  round 
numbers  thus  accredited  to  each  or  either 
House,  so  that  the  number  delivered  shall  divide 
evenly  and  without  remainder  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  which  they  are  delivered  ; 
and  the  remainder  of  all  documents  thus  result- 
ing shall  be  turned  over  to  the  superintendent  of 
documents,  to  be  distributed  by  him,  first,  to 
public  and  school  libraries  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  broken  sets  ;  second,  to  public  and 
school  libraries  that  have  not  been  supplied  with 
any  portion  of  such  sets;  and,  lastly,  by  sale  to 
other  persons ;  said  libraries  to  be  named  to 
him  by  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
gates in  Congress  ;  and  in  this  distribution  the 
superintendent  of  documents  shall  see  that  as  far 
as  practicable  an  equal  allowance  is  made  to 
each  Senator,  Representative,  and  Delegate. 

"  SEC.  69.  A  catalogue  of  Government  publi- 
cations shall  be  prepared  by  the  superintendent 
of  documents  on  the  first  day  of  each  month, 
which  shall  show  the  documents  printed  during 
the  preceding  month,  where  obtainable,  and  the 
price  thereof.  2000  copies  of  such  catalogue 


shall  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  distribu- 
tion. 

"SEC.  70.  The  superintendent  of  documents 
shall  thoroughly  investigate  the  condition  of  all 
libraries  that  are  now  designated  depositories, 
and  whenever  he  shall  ascertain  that  the  num- 
ber of  books  in  any  such  library,  other  than  col- 
lege libraries,  is  below  1000,  other  than  Govern- 
ment publications,  or  it  has  ceased  to  be  main- 
tained as  a  public  library,  he  shall  strike  the 
same  from  the  list,  and  the  Senator,  Represen- 
tative, or  Delegate  shall  designate  another  de- 
pository that  shall  meet  the  conditions  herein 
required. 

"  SEC.  71.  There  shall  be  one  folding  room  of 
the  Senate  and  one  folding  room  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  They  shall  be  in  charge  of 
superintendents,  appointed  respectively  by  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  and  Doorkeeper 
of  the  House,  who  shall  also  appoint  the  neces- 
sary assistants.  All  reports  or  documents  to  be 
distributed  for  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  shall  be  folded  and  distributed  from 
the  folding  rooms,  unless  otherwise  ordered  and 
each  Senator,  Representative,  and  Delegate  shall 
be  notified  in  writing  once  every  60  days  of  the 
number  and  character  of  publications  on  hand 
and  assigned  to  him  for  use  and  distribution. 

"  SEC.  72.  Any  Senator,  Representative,  or 
Delegate  having  public  documents  to  his  credit 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  shall  take 
the  same  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  next 
succeeding  Congress,  and  if  he  shall  not  do  so 
within  such  period  he  shall  forfeit  them  to  his 
successor  in  office." 

Extra  copies  of  documents  and  reports  (sec. 
73)  shall  be  printed  promptly  when  the  same 
shall  be  ready  for  publication,  and  shall  be 
bound  as  directed  by  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing,  and,  in  addition  to  the  "  usual  num- 
ber" shall  be  issued  in  the  following  quantities  : 
[We  compile  a  tabulation  with  short  titles.] 


TOTAL  NO. 

REPORT. 

SENATE. 

HOUSE. 

ISSUING 
OFFICE. 

IS.OOO 

President's  Message  without  documents  

5  ooo 

IO  OOO 

3,OOO 

"         and  documents  

I  OOO 

2  OOO 

3.OOO 

Department  annual  reports  *  

I,  OOO 

2,000 

6.OOO 

Agriculture,  pt.  i  (executive)  

I,  OOO 

2,  OOO 

3,OOO 

SOO.OOO 

Agriculture,  pt.  2,  illust.  (for  farmers)  

110,000 

360,000 

30  ooo 

75.0OO 

Diseases  of  the  horse  (additional)  

25  ooo 

50  ooo 

3O.OOO 

Animal  Industry  

7.  ooo 

14,000 

Q.OOO 

4.0OO 

Weather  Bureau  

I,  OOO 

2,000 

I  ,OOO 

,5OO 

Nautical  Almanac  f  

IOO 

4OO 

I,  OOO 

,800 

Naval  Observatory  

•3QO 

7OO 

80O 

,2OO 

I.2OO 

,OOO 

meteorological  and  magnetic.  .  . 

I,  OOO 

.5OO 

Coast  Survey,  pt.  i.  . 

2OO 

600 

700 

2,8OO 

2OO 

600 

2,000 

3.00O 

Commercial  relations  

1,000 

2,000 

3.OOO 

Foreign  relations  

I,  OOO 

2,000 

8,  coo 

Ethnology  

I,  COO 

1  .000 

"1,  COO 

8,000 

Fish  and  Fisheries  

2,000 

4,  COO 

2,000 

(*' 

*  Provided  that  of  reports  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  the  Army,  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  the  Commission- 
er of  Internal  Revenue,  the  report  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  War  Department,  and  of  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance, the  "  usual  number  "  only  shall  be  printed.  And  reports  of  mail  contracts,  Post-Office  fines,  First  Comp- 
troller s  accountings,  and  Board  of  Steam  Vessels,  shall  not  be  printed  unless  specially  ordered. 

t  Additional  copies  may  be  printed  for  the  public  service  and  for  sale. 
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TOTAL  NO. 

REPORT. 

SENATE. 

HOUSE. 

ISSUING 
OFFICE. 

5,OOO 

Bulletins  Fish  Commission  

I  OOO 

2  OOO 

I  5OO 

Health  Officer,  D.  C  

IOO 

23  ooo 

Civil  Service  Commission  

I  OOO 

7C.OOO 

5,000 

IO  COO 

2O  OOO 

IO  OOO 

2,000 

4  ooo 

4  ooo 

25,OOO 

5  ooo 

IO  OOO 

IO  OOO 

3  ooo 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission  *.  

I  OOO 

2  OOO 

National  Academy  of  Sciences  

500 

coo 

2.«;oo 

coo 

OOO 

I  OOO 

1.OOO 

coo 

,000 

&  Inst  1500 

I,  CQO 

COO 

,000 

I.  CQO 

COO 

,000 

10,000 

Smithsonian  Institution,  

I  OOO 

2  OOO 

5000  &  Nat 

I,  COO 

coo 

I  OOO 

Mus.  2,000 

12  OOO 

Statistical  Abstract  of  U.  S  

3,000 

6  ooo 

3  ooo 

SOO 

COO 

3,000 

,000 

2  OOO 

3,000 

,000 

2  OOO 

1,000 

,000 

2  OOO 

3  .000 

,000 

2  OOO 

•3  OOO 

Mineral  resources  of  U.  S.                            

,000 

2  OOO 

10,000 

1,000 

2  OOO 

7  ooo 

4  .000 

Commissioner  Navigation,  Treasury  Dept  

1  ,000 

2  OOO 

I  OOO 

5  ooo 

Merchant  vessels  

5  ooo 

1.500 

Gov.  Directors  U.  P.  Ry  

500 

I  OOO 

The  Secretary  of  State  shall  cause  to  be 
printed  and  bound  as  many  volumes  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  and  the  supplements  as  may  be 
needed  for  distribution  to  designated  deposi- 
tories, state  and  territorial  libraries,  and  to  U.  S. 
courts  not  already  supplied,  and  for  sale  by  his 
office  at  the  cost  thereof.  Also  pamphlet  copies 
of  the  Statutes  of  the  present  and  each  future 
session  of  Congress,  and  after  the  close  of  each 
Congress  the  Statutes  enacted  by  that  Congress, 
in  bound  form,  both  to  be  distributed  at  the 
close  of  every  session  as  designated  in  detail  in 
the  law,  to  the  various  officers  and  departments, 
and  as  many  additional  copies  not  exceeding 
100  as  he  may  deem  needful  for  distribution 
and  sale  by  him  at  cost  price.  And  the  Public 
Printer  shall  deliver  2000  copies  for  the  Senate, 
5000  copies  for  the  House,  and  500  copies  to 
the  superintendent  of  documents  for  distribu- 
tion to  state  and  territorial  libraries  and  to  des- 
ignated depositories.  Both  of  these  shall  con- 
tain all  laws  and  concurrent  resolutions  passed 
by  Congress,  and  also  all  conventions,  treaties, 
proclamations  and  agreements  and  shall  be 
legal  evidence  in  all  courts. 

Of  eulogies  of  deceased  Congressmen  8000 
copies  shall  be  printed,  50  in  full  morocco, 
gilt,  to  the  family,  1950  in  cloth  to  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  State,  the  remainder,  2000  to 
the  Senate  and  4000  to  the  House.  There  shall 
be  the  "  usual  number  "  of  a  bound  volume, 
containing  in  one  volume  for  each  House  all 
eulogies  during  the  session  of  Congress  upon 
Senators  and  Representatives  respectively. 

Of  the  Senate  Manual  and  of  the  House 
Manual,  each  House  may  print  as  many  copies 
as  it  shall  desire. 

*  As  many  copies  as  needed  shall  be  printed  for  the 
commission. 


Of  the  Congressional  Directory,  prepared  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, there  shall  be  three  editions  during  each  long 
session  and  two  editions  during  each  short  ses- 
ion  of  Congress.  The  first  edition  for  distribu- 
tion to  officials  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  and 
to  others  within  one  week  thereafter,  the  num- 
ber and  distribution  of  such  directory  to  be  un- 
der control  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing. 

An  abridgment  of  the  reports  and  documents 
accompanying  the  President's  message  with  al- 
phabethical  index  shall  be  prepared  by  a  com- 
petent person  appointed  by  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Printing,  to  be  ready  at  the  first  part  of  each 
year,  of  which  shall  be  printed  12,000  copies, 
4000  for  the  Senate  and  8000  for  the  House. 

Of  the  Congressional  Record  the  Public  Printer 
shall  furnish  copies  as  designated  in  the  bill,  to 
be  supplied  daily  as  originally  published,  or  in 
revised  and  in  permanent  form,  bound  only  in 
half  russia,  or  part  in  each  form,  as  each  re- 
cipient may  elect.  This  includes  to  the  Vice- 
President  and  to  each  Senator  44  copies  ;  to 
each  Representative  and  Delegate  30  copies,  of 
which  number  eight  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the 
superintendent  of  documents  one  each  to  such 
state,  public  or  school  libraries  other  than 
designated  depositories,  as  shall  be  designated 
for  this  purpose  by  each  Representative  and 
Delegate  in  Congress  ;  to  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, 45  bound  copies ;  to  the  Senate  and 
House  libraries  10  bound  copies  each  ;  to  the 
libraries  of  each  of  the  eight  executive  depart- 
ments and  to  the  Naval  Observatory,  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  and  U.  S.  National  Museum, 
one  bound  copy  ;  to  each  Soldiers'  Home,  na- 
tional or  state,  for  either  Federal  or  Confederate 
soldiers,  one  copy  of  the  daily  ;  to  the  super- 
intendent of  documents,  500  bound  copies  for 
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distribution  to  depositories  of  public  documents. 
The  Public  Printer  is  authorized  to  furnish  the 
daily  Record  to  subscribers  at  $8  for  the  long  or 
$4  for  the  short  session,  or  $1.50  per  month, 
payable  in  advance.  The  "usual  number" 
shall  not  be  printed. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  directed  to  furnish  a 
complete  set  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  Union 
and  Confederate  armies  to  each  Senator  and 
member  of  the  present  Congress  not  already  en- 
titled by  law  to  receive  the  same,  and  to  use  for 
this  purpose  incomplete  sets  or  require  extra 
printing,  as  necessary. 

Of  the  annual  Report  of  the  Public  Printer, 
there  shall  be  printed  1000  copies  to  be  distrib- 
uted under  his  direction,  and  he  may  retain  out 
of  all  documents,  bills,  and  resolutions  printed 
the  number  of  copies  absolutely  needful  for  the 
official  use  of  the  Government  Printing  Office, 
not  exceeding  five  of  each. 

To  provide  for  the  Official  Register,  each 
head  official  is  required  to  file,  on  the  first  day  of 
July  in  each  year  in  which  a  new  Congress  is  to 
assemble,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  a 
full  and  complete  list  of  the  employees.  A  list 
of  the  names,  force,  and  condition  of  all  ships 
and  vessels  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  shall  be 
filed  in  like  manner.  The  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior shall  cause  such  Official  Register  to  be 
edited,  indexed,  and  published  on  the  first  day  of 
December  following,  of  which  3000  copies  shall 
be  printed  and  bound,  to  be  distributed  as  pro- 
vided in  detail  in  the  bill,  including  to  the  Li- 
brary of  the  Senate,  10  copies;  to  the  Library  of 
the  House,  10  copies;  to  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, 25  copies,  etc.,  and  the  remaining  copies 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  who  is  authorized  to  send  one  copy 
to  each  designated  depository  and  to  such  pub- 
lic, college,  or  school  library  not  a  depository  of 
public  documents,  and  one  copy  to  such  other 
person  as  shall  be  designated  by  each  Senator, 
Representative,  and  Delegate,  and  shall  hold  the 
remainder  for  sale  under  the  provisions  of  this 
law.  The  "usual  number"  of  the  Official 
Register  shall  not  be  printed. 

The  Commissioner  of  Patents  is  authorized 
to  continue  the  printing  of  (i)  Patents  for  inven- 
tions and  designs  (specifications  and  drawings). 
(2)  Certificates  of  trade-marks  and  labels.  (3) 
The  Official  Gazette  in  number  sufficient  to 
supply  subscribers  at  $5  per  annum,  to  exchange 
for  other  scientific  publications,  and  to  supply 
one  copy  to  each  Congressman,  also  one  copy 
to  eight  such  public  libraries  having  over  1000 
volumes,  exclusive  of  Government  publications, 
as  shall  be  designated  by  each  Congressman, 
with  100  additional  copies,  together  with  bi- 
monthly and  annual  indexes  for  all  the  same. 

(4)  Report  of  the   Commissioner  for  the  fiscal 
year,  not  exceeding  500  copies  for  distribution 
by  him  ;  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  to 
Congress,  without  list   of  patents,  not    exceed- 
ing 1500,  for  distribution  by  him  ;  and  of  the 
annual   report,   with    the   list  of  patents,    500 
copies    for  sale   by    him,    if    needed,    and   in 
addition    thereto    the   "usual   number"   only. 

(5)  Specifications    and    drawings    in    monthly 
volumes,    certified   copies   for  free  public    in- 


spection in  each  state  capital  and  U.  S.  court, 
and  one  in  the  Library  of  Congress;  also  100 
additional  copies  for  sale,  and  the  "  usual  num- 
ber "  shall  not  be  printed.  (6)  Pamphlet  copies 
of  rules  of  practice,  patent  laws  and  trade-mark 
laws,  circulars,  etc.,  in  such  numbers  as  may  be 
needed.  (7)  Annual  volumes  of  patent  decisions, 
not  exceeding  1500,  of  which  the  "usual  num- 
ber" shall  be  printed.  (8)  Indexes  to  electrical 
patents  and  to  foreign  patents,  as  needed. 
The  "usual  number"  shall  not  be  printed. 
Printing  for  the  Patent  Office  may  be  done 
within  the  Government  Printing  Office  or  con- 
tracted for  outside  under  conditions  prescribed 
by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing. 

No  Government  publications  shall  contain  any 
notice  that  the  same  is  sent  with  "the  compli- 
ments "  of  an  officer  of  the  Government,  or  with 
any  special  notice. 

"SEC.  74.  Government  publications  furnished 
to  judicial  and  executive  officers  of  the  United 
States  for  their  official  use  shall  not  become  the 
property  of  these  officers,  but  on  the  expiration 
of  their  official  term  shall  be  by  them  delivered 
to  their  successors  in  office  and  all  Government 
publications  delivered  to  designated  depositories 
or  other  libraries  shall  be  for  public  use  without 
charge. 

"SEC.  75.  Documents  and  reports  may  be  fur- 
nished to  foreign  legations  to  the  United  States 
upon  request  specifying  those  desired  and  requi- 
sition made  upon  the  Public  Printer  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  :  Provided,  That  such  gratui- 
tous distribution  shall  only  be  made  to  legations 
whose  Governments  furnish  to  legations  from 
the  United  States  copies  of  their  printed  and 
legislative  documents  desired. 

"  SEC.  76.  The  charts  published  by  the  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey  shall  be  sold  at  cost  of 
paper  and  printing  as  nearly  as  practicable  ;  and 
there  shall  be  no  free  distribution  of  such  charts 
except  to  the  Departments  and  officers  of  the 
United  States  requiring  them  for  public  use  ; 
and  a  number  of  copies  of  each  sheet,  not  to  ex- 
ceed 300,  to  be  presented  to  such  foreign  govern- 
ments, libraries,  and  scientific  associations,  and 
institutions  of  learning  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  direct  ;  but  on  the  order  of  Sena- 
tors, Representatives,  and  Delegates  not  to  ex- 
ceed 10  copies  to  each  may  be  distributed 
through  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey. 

"SEC.  77.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  au- 
thorized to  cause  to  be  prepared  at  the  Hydro- 
graphic  Office  attached  to  the  Bureau  of  Navi- 
gation, in  the  Navy  Department,  maps,  charts, 
and  nautical  books  relating  to  and  required  in 
navigation,  and  to  publish  and  furnish  them  to 
navigators  at  the  cost  of  printing  and  paper, 
and  to  purchase  the  plates  and  copyrights  of 
such  existing  maps,  charts,  navigators'  sailing 
directions  and  instructions  as  he  may  consider 
necessary  and  when  he  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  do  so,  and  under  such  regulations  and  in- 
structions as  he  may  prescribe." 

The  monographs  and  bulletins  of  the  Geolog- 
ical Survey  shall  (sec.  79)  be  published  only  on 
specific  estimate  and  appropriation.  There 
shall  be  distributed  of  monographs,  bulletins, 
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and  reports  of  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey,  now  in  possession  of  said  Survey,  if 
published  prior  to  1894,  one  copy  to  every 
public  library  designated  to  the  superintendent 
of  documents  as  follows:  Two  public  libraries 
by  each  Senator,  two  by  each  Representative, 
and  two  by  each  Territorial  Delegate.  Such 
public  libraries  to  be  additional  to  those  to  which 
the  said  publications  are  distributed  under  exist- 
ing law. 

No  document  to  be  illustrated  shall  (sec.  80) 
be  printed  until  the  illustrations  or  maps  are 
ready  for  publication,  and  no  order  for  printing 
shall  be  acted  upon  by  the  Public  Printer  after 
the  expiration  of  one  year,  unless  the  entire 
copy  and  illustrations  for  the  work  shall  have 
been  furnished  within  that  period. 

"SEC.  81.  Every  public  document  of  sufficient 
size  on  any  one  subject  shall  be  bound  separate- 
ly, and  receive  the  title  suggested  by  the  subject 
of  the  volume,  which  shall  be  the  chief  title,  and 
the  classification  of  the  volume  shall  be  placed 
on  the  back  at  the  bottom,  as  simply  indicating 
its  classification  and  not  as  a  part  of  the  title. 

"  The  executive  and  miscellaneous  documents 
and  the  reports  of  each  House  of  Congress  shall 
be  designated  as  "  House  Documents,"  "  Senate 
Documents,"  "  House  Reports,"  "  Senate  Re- 
ports," thus  making  two  classes  for  each 
House,  and  each  volume  shall  receive  the  title 
suggested  by  its  subject  matter  clearly  placed 
upon  its  back. 

"  SEC.  82.  The  Public  Printer  shall  bind  four 
sets  of  Senate;and  House  of  Representativesbills, 
joint  and  concurrent  resolutions  of  each  Con- 
gress, two  for  the  Senate  and  two  for  the  House, 
to  be  furnished  him  from  the  files  of  the  Senate 
and  House  document  room,  the  volumes  when 
bound  to  be  kept  there  for  reference. 

"  SEC.  83.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  shall  procure  and  file  for  the 
use  of  their  respective  Houses  copies  of  all  re- 
ports made  by  committees,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  at  the  close  of  each  session  of  Congress 
to  cause  such  reports  to  be  indexed  and  bound, 
one  copy  to  be  deposited  in  the  library  of  each 
House  and  one  copy  in  the  room  of  the  commit- 
tee from  which  the  reports  emanate." 

The  Vice-President,  Senators,  Congressmen, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
may  (sec.  85)  send  and  receive  through  the  mail 
all  public  documents  printed  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, until  the  first  of  December  following  the 
expiration  of  their  terms,  and  may  frank  any 
correspondence,  not  exceeding  one  ounce  in 
weight,  upon  official  or  departmental  business. 

"SEC.  86.  No  printing  or  binding  shall  be 
done  at  the  Government  Printing  Office  unless 
authorized  by  law.  Binding  for  the  Departments 
of  the  Government  shall  be  done  in  plain  sheep 
or  cloth,  except  that  record  and  account  books 
may  be  bound  in  Russia  leather,  sheep  fleshers, 
and  skivers,  when  authorized  by  the  head  of  a 
Department :  Provided,  The  libraries  of  the 
several  Departments,  the  Library  of  Congress, 
the  libraries  of  the  Surgeon-General's  Office, 
the  Patent  Office,  and  the  Naval  Observatory 
may  have  books  for  the  exclusive  use  of  said 


libraries  bound  in  half  Turkey,  or  material  no 
more  expensive. 

"  SEC.  87.  All  printing,  binding,  and  blank 
books  for  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  for  the  Executive  and  Judicial  Depart- 
ments shall  be  done  at  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  except  in  cases  otherwise  provided  by 
law. 

"  SEC.  88.  The  Public  Printer  shall  execute 
such  printing  and  binding  for  the  President  as 
he  shall  order  and  make  requisitions  for,  and 
deliver  to  the  Executive  Mansion  two  copies 
each  of  all  documents,  bills,  and  resolutions  as 
soon  as  printed  and  ready  for  distribution. 

"SEC.  89.  No  printing  shall  be  done  for  the 
Executive  Departments  in  any  fiscal  year  in 
excess  of  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  and 
none  shall  be  done  without  a  special  requisition 
signed  by  the  chief  of  the  Department  and  filed 
with  the  Public  Printer. 

"  No  report,  publication,  or  document  shall  be 
printed  in  excess  of  the  number  of  1000  of  each 
in  any  one  fiscal  year  without  authorization 
therefor  by  Congress,  except  that  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  head  of  the  Department  without  ap- 
pendices there  may  be  printed  in  any  one  fiscal 
year  not  to  exceed  5000  copies,  bound  in  pam- 
phlet form;  and  of  the  reports  of  chiefs  of 
bureaus  without  appendices  there  maybe  printed 
in  any  one  fiscal  year  not  to  exceed  2500  copies, 
bound  in  pamplet  form:  Provided,  The  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture  may  print  such  number 
of  copies  of  the  monthly  crop  report,  and  of 
other  reports  and  bulletins  containing  not  to  ex- 
ceed 100  octavo  pages,  as  he  shall  deem  requi 
site;  and  this  provision  shall  apply  to  the  maps, 
charts,  bulletins,  and  minor  reports  of  the 
Weather  Bureau,  which  shall  be  printed  in  such 
numbers  as  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  may 
deem  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Government : 
Provided  further,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  authorize  the  printing  of  the 
notices  to  mariners,  tide  tables'  coast  pilots, 
bulletins,' and  other  special  publications  of  the 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  and  of  the  Light- 
House  Board,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
may  authorize  the  printing  of  the  charts,  maps, 
notices  to  mariners,  tide  tables,  light  lists,  sailing 
directions,  bulletins,  and  other  special  publica- 
tions of  the  Hydrographic  Office  in  such  editions 
as  the  interests  of  the  Government  and  of  the 
public  may  require. 

"  Heads  of  Executive  Departments  shall  direct 
whether  reports  made  to  them  by  bureau  chiefs 
and  chiefs  of  divisions  shall  be  printed  or  not. 

"SEC.  90.  The  heads  of  Executive  Depart- 
ments, and  such  executive  officers  as  are  not  con- 
nected with  the  Departments,  respectively,  shall 
cause  daily  examination  of  the  Congressional 
Record  for  the  purpose  of  noting  documents, 
reports,  and  other  publications  of  interest  to 
their  departments,  and  shall  cause  an  immediate 
order  to  be  sent  to  the  Public  Printer  for  the 
number  of  copies  of  such  publications  required 
for  official  use,  not  to  exceed,  however,  the  num- 
ber of  bureaus  in  the  Department  and  divisions 
in  the  office  of  the  head  thereof.  The  Public 
Printer  shall  send  to  each  Executive  Department 
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and  to  each  executive  office  not  connected  with 
the  Departments,  as  soon  as  printed,  five  copies 
of  all  bills  and  resolutions,  except  the  State  De- 
partment, to  which  shall  be  sent  10  copies  of 
bills  and  resolutions.  When  the  head  of  a 
Department  desires  a  greater  number  of  any 
class  of  bills  or  resolutions  for  official  use,  they 
shall  be  furnished  by  the  Public  Printer  on 
requisition  promptly  made. 

"  SEC.  91.  The  annual  reports  of  executive  of- 
ficers shall  be  printed  in  the  same  type  and  form 
as  the  report  of  the  head  of  the  Department 
which  it  accompanies,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing. 

"  SEC.  92.  Government  publications  printed 
for  or  received  by  the  Executive  Departments, 
whether  for  official  use  or  distribution,  shall  be 
distributed  by  a  competent  person  detailed  to 
such  duty  in  each  department  by  the  head  there- 
of. He  shall  keep  an  account  in  detail  of  all 
publications  received  and  distributed  by  him. 
He  shall  prevent  duplication,  and  make  detailed 
report  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  who  shall 
transmit  the  same  annually  to  Congress. 

"  SEC.  93.  When  any  Department,  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  Court  of  Claims,  or  the  Library  of 
Congress  shall  require  printing  or  binding  to  be 
done,  it  shall  be  on  certificate  that  such  work  be 
necessary  for  the  public  service  ;  whereupon  the 
Public  Printer  shall  furnish  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  by  the  principal  items  for  such  printing  or 
binding  so  called  for,  after  which  requisitions 
shall  be  made  upon  him  therefor  by  the  head 
of  such  Department,  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  or 
the  Librarian  of  Congress  ;  and  the  Public  Print- 
er shall  place  the  cost  thereof  to  the  debit  of 
such  Department  in  its  annual  appropriation  for 
printing  and  binding. 

"  SEC.  94.  No  head  of  any  Executive  Depart- 
ment, or  of  any  bureau,  branch,  or  office  of  the 
Government  shall  cause  to  be  printed,  nor  shall 
the  Public  Printer  print,  any  document  or  matter 
except  that  which  is  authorized  by  law  and  neces- 
sary to  the  public  business;  and  executive  officers, 
before  transmitting  their  annual  reports,  shall 
carefully  examine  the  same  and  all  accompany- 
ing documents,  and  exclude  therefrom  all  matter, 
including  engravings,  maps,  drawings,  and  il- 
lustrations, except  such  as  they  shall  certify  in 
their  letters  transmitting  such  reports  are  neces- 
sary and  relate  entirely  to  the  transaction  of  the 
public  business. 

"  SEC.  95.  Heads  of  Departments  are  author- 
ized to  exchange  surplus  documents  for  such 
other  documents  and  books  as  may  be  required 
by  them,  when  the  same  can  be  done  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  public  service. 

"  SEC.  98.  The  libraries  of  the  eight  Executive 
Departments,  of  the  United  States  Military  Acad- 
emy, and  United  States  Naval  Academy,  are 
hereby  constituted  designated  depositories  of 
Government  publications,  and  the  superintendent 
of  documents  shall  supply  one  copy  of  said  pub- 
lications, in  the  same  form  as  supplied  to  other 
depositories,  to  each  of  said  libraries." 

The  first  difficulty  confronting  the  Public 
Printer  is  the  provision  of  storage  room  for  the 
volumes  to  be  collected. 


A  LIST  OF  BOOKS  FOR   GIRLS'  CLUBS. 

THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  for  November  last 
announced  an  annotated  list  of  books  for  girls' 
clubs,  which  is  being  compiled  and  edited  by 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Coe,  librarian  of  the  New  York 
Free  Circulating  Library.  Additional  contribu- 
tors, recently  engaged,  are  Miss  Caroline  Gar- 
land, Public  Library,  Dover,  N.  H.,  for  titles  in 
philosophy  ;  Miss  Margaret  Healy,  Pratt  Insti- 
tute, Brooklyn,  for  the  useful  and  decorative 
arts  and  the  literature  of  other  means  of  liveli- 
hood—  telegraphy,  typewriting,  and  the  like. 
Miss  Maria  B.  Chapin,  of  New  York,  a  teacher 
of  mark,  will  give  titles  in  the  department  of 
self-instruction,  selecting  good  text-books  in 
each  department,  and  will  contribute  an  outline 
constitution  and  by-laws  recommended  for  girls' 
clubs,  together  with  helpful  hints  for  their  man- 
agement. Miss  Chapin  was  the  editor  of  Far 
and  Near,  the  organ  of  the  girls'  clubs,  and  will 
draw  upon  much  experience  in  giving  her  ad- 
vice. The  annotations  for  fiction  and  belles- 
lettres  are  by  the  lady  who  reviews  English  and 
American  fiction  for  the  Nation  ;  the  same  prac- 
tised hand  wiil  provide  a  brief  introduction  to 
fiction.  "  H.  H.,"  the  lady  whose  column  on 
affairs  of  the  household  is  one  of  the  best  feat- 
ures of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  of  New  York, 
will  supplement  the  list  in  domestic  economy, 
as  may  be  needful,  with  additional  titles  and  par- 
agraphs. Miss  Bisland,  of  McClure's  Magazine, 
will  furnish  brief  items  describing  the  new  voca- 
tions for  girls  and  women  as  yet  unmentioned  in 
books. 

The  list  will  be  published  by  the  American 
Library  Association  in  serial  parts,  on  nominal 
terms,  and  reprinted  as  a  whole  in  book  form. 

POPULAR  READING  IN  PARIS. 

STATISTICS  showing  the  use  made  during  one 
year  (1893)  of  the  many  free  circulating  libraries 
established  in  Paris  by  the  city  government 
have  recently  been  published.  They  show  that 
1,115,800  v.  were  taken  for  home  reading,  and 
161,636  were  read  in  the  libraries,  giving  a  total 
use  of  1,277,436  v.,  which  is  classed  as  follows: 

Fiction 625 ,489 

Poetry 187,404 

Geography  and  travel 162,345 

Arts  and  sciences 121,934 

History 113,130 

Music 59,737 

Foreign  languages 7»4°7 

Total i  ,277,436 

Of  the  novelists  who  flourished  in  1830  or  about 
that  time,  George  Sand  shows  a  loss  of  popular- 
ity, Dumas  (presumably  the  elder)  defies  the  im- 
potent efforts  of  time,  Eugene  Sue  holds  his 
own,  while  Balzac  falls  off  from  year  to  year. 
Among  the  moderns  Zola  leads,  Jules  Verne 
comes  second,  and  Gaboriau  and  Montepin  seem 
to  be  gaining.  In  the  enumeration  of  poetic 
works,  all  dramatic  literature  is  included,  but  of 
this  tragedies  and  dramas  in  verse  make  a  very 
large  majority.  Victor  Hugo  holds  the  front 
rank  here,  and  the  nearest  of  those  behind  him  is 
a  long  way  off. 
It  is  encouraging  to  note  an  annual  increase  in 
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the  demand  for  books  relating  to  the  arts  and 
sciences.  Nearly  all  of  these  have  been  taken 
out  by  workmen  of  from  20  to  30  years  of  age, 
and  there  is  no  sign  of  feminine  interest  in  this 
class  of  literature.  All  ages  read  history.  The 
item  music  seems  to  refer  to  collections  of  pieces 
and  songs  and  not  to  the  literature  of  the  art,  and 
it  is  not  clear  whether  the  last  item  refers  to 
books  in  foreign  tongues  or  to  text-books  of  in- 
struction. The  figures  show  that  the  poorest  and 
most  populous  sections  of  the  city  furnish  the 
largest  proportion  of  readers,  apparently  because 
the  people  in  those  sections  have  no  other  means 
to  gratify  their  love  of  reading. 

State  Cibrarj)  Associations. 


NEW  YORK  [STATE]    LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
AND  NEW  YORK  [CITY]   LIBRARY  CLUB. 

A  JOINT  meeting  of  these  two  bodies  was 
held  January  n  and  12,  in  the  parlors  of  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.,  New  York  City.  The  attendance 
was  good,  numbering  about  100,  but  the  number 
of  representatives  of  the  state  at  large  was  less 
than  it  would  have  been  with  better  conditions 
of  travel  and  of  public  health.  Additional  in- 
terest was  lent  to  the  meeting  by  the  presence  of 
visitors  from  New  England:  Messrs.  Cutter  of 
Northampton,  Bolton  of  Brookline,  James  of 
Middletown,  Stetson  of  New  Haven,  Fletcher 
of  Amherst,  and  Miss  Hewins  of  Hartford, 
among  them. 

The  first  session  was  held  at  3  p.m.  on  Friday 
the  nth,  and  was  opened  with  the  address  of 
the  President  of  the  State  Association,  Mr.  R. 
B.  Poole,  Librarian  New  York  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
His  theme  was  "  The  personality  of  the  li- 
brarian." Premising,  as  a  general  principle, 
that  unselfish  devotion  to  high  ideals  of  library 
usefulness  must  mark  the  genuine  librarian,  the 
address  proceeded  to  show  how  this  kind  of 
personality  would  be  manifested  in  the  three 
great  divisions  of  the  librarian's  work.  In  ad- 
ministration, by  the  choice  of  right  methods 
and  the  selection  and  training  of  competent 
and  devoted  attendants  —  in  the  selection  of 
books  by  a  constant  effort  to  get  together  such 
as  will  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  largest 
number,  irrespective  of  his  own  personal  tastes 
or  hobbies  (if  he  has  them) — and  in  securing 
the  widest  possible  use  of  the  books  by  all 
means  in  his  power,  through  the  issue  of  spe- 
cial lists  and  catalogs,  university  extension 
methods,  co-operation  with  teachers,  etc.  In 
all  these  things  the  personality  of  the  librarian 
will  after  all  determine  the  usefulness  of  the 
library,  rather  than  the  excellence  of  mere 
methods  and  the  completeness  of  the  outfit. 

The  president's  address  was  followed  by  a 
paper  on  the  library  work  of  the  University 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  by  Mr.  W.  R.  East- 
man, superintendent  of  this  work.  The  library 
law  of  1892,  a  compilation  and  revision  of  former 
laws,  gave  new  prominence  to  the  establishment 
of  public  libraries  as  a  part  of  the  educational 
system.  Under  ihis  law  the  work  was  definitely 
organized,  and  is  carried  on  along  six  lines; 


1.  Securing  facts  and  statistics. 

2.  Giving  advice  and    instruction  when    re- 
quested. 

3.  Organizing   new   libraries  and    chartering 
others  coming  under  the  conditions  of  the  law. 

4.  Distributing  public  library  money  granted 
by  the  State. 

5.  Lending  "travelling  libraries  "  (as  described 
in  an  article  by  Mr.    Eastman   in   The  Forum, 
for  January). 

6.  Preparing  lists  of  best  books. 

Mr.  Eastman  enlarged  upon  each  of  these 
points  and  showed  that  a  very  gratifying  interest 
in  this  work  is  being  shown  throughout  the 
state,  and  many  new  libraries  are  being  formec' 
and  old  ones  quickened  into  new  life  and  ac- 
tivity. 

The  next  paper  was  a  suggestive  one  by  Mr. 
A.  L.  Peck,  Librarian  Gloversville  Free  Li- 
brary, on  "  The  adaptation  of  libraries  to 
local  needs."  The  librarian  and  library  offi- 
cers must  be  familiar  with  the  needs  of  the 
community,  moral,  industrial,  commercial,  edu- 
cational, and  other,  and  with  the  wants  of  indi- 
vidual readers,  and  this  not  by  waiting  for 
these  needs  to  be  brought  strenuously  to  their 
attention,  but  by  a  careful  study  of  the  prob- 
lem, making  it  an  object  of  earnest  endeavor 
thus  to  learn  what  the  needs  are  ;  then  by  an 
equally  earnest  effort  they  must  select  and  se- 
cure the  books  and  other  reading-matter  best 
adapted  to  meet  those  needs. 

This  paper  but  reflected  something  of  the  ad- 
mirable work  which  has  been  done  in  Glovers- 
ville in  the  solution  of  this  problem. 

"  The  value  of  a  classified  arrangement  of 
books  "  was  discussed  by  Miss  Jenny  L.  Christ- 
man,  of  Albany,  and  Miss  E.  M.  Coe,  of  the 
N.  Y.  City  Free  Circulating  Libraries.  The  for- 
mer sending  a  carefully  worked-out  paper, 
showing  the  many  and  great  advantages  to 
trustees,  librarians,  and  readers  in  even  the 
smallest  libraries  of  having  the  books  proper- 
ly (not  necessarily  very  minutely)  classified, 
and  Miss  Coe  prefacing  her  own  text  by  calling 
upon  Miss  Hitchler,  the  chief  cataloger  of  the 
Free  -Circulating  Libraries,  to  read  a  brief 
paper. 

These  papers,  with  a  good  deal  of  informal 
discussion  on  them,  made  a  very  full  and  satis- 
factory program  for  the  afternoon. 

In  the  evening  occurred  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  gatherings  of  library  people  ever  held  in 
New  York,  the  Library  Club  inviting  the  State 
Association  and  other  guests  to  dinner  at 
Clarke's  parlors,  on  23d  Street.  Mr.  C:  Alex. 
Nelson,  Deputy  Librarian  Columbia  College, 
and  president  of  the  Club,  occupied  the  place 
of  honor,  and  near  him  sat  Edward  Eggleston, 
Hamilton  W.  Mabie,  Mrs.  Sarah  K.  Bolton, 
and  other  literary  people,  guests  of  the  evening. 
The  menu  was  a  triumph  of  President  Nelson's 
skill  in  combining  with  the  "text"  a  "gloss" 
of  apt  quotations,  culled  from  writers  ancient 
and  modern.  When  the  dainty  dishes,  which 
certainly  needed  no  such  garnishing  to  com- 
mend them,  had  been  disposed  of,  Mr.  Nelson 
called  upon  Dr.  Eggleston  to  open  the  "post- 
prandiana,"  which  he  did  in  his  usual  happy 
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vein,  expressing  his  gratitude  to  librarians  for 
great  assistance  to  him  in  his  literary  work, 
claiming  for  himself  the  honor  of  having  been 
a  librarian  (having  had  charge,  in  its  nascent 
days,  of  the  St.  Paul  Public  Library),  and  giving 
an  account  of  the  founding  and  excellent  results 
of  the  "Mountainside  Library,"  established, 
through  his  efforts,  in  the  hills  near  Lake 
George. 

Mr.  Mabie  was  next  called  on  to  represent 
the  periodical  press,  and  made  a  pleasant  speech, 
dwelling  upon  the  value  of  books,  especially 
books  "  of  power,"  such  as  the  "  Imitation  of 
Christ,"  which  has  lived  immortal  through  the 
centuries,  while  of  the  thousands  of  learned  treat- 
ises, "  books  of  information,"  produced  by 
learned  doctors  in  the  same  age,  hardly  one  is 
known  now  even  by  name. 

Letters  of  regret  at  inability  to  be  present  by 
reason  of  previous  engagements  were  read  from 
President  Seth  Low  and  Prof.  Henry  Drisler,  of 
Columbia  College;  from  Evert  Jansen  Wendell, 
secretary  of  the  Harvard  Club,  and  Louis  E. 
Shipman,  of  the  Players'  Club.  Hon.  John 
Bigelow  wrote  :  "  My  physician  forbids  my  par- 
ticipation in  the  librarians'  revels  to-night,  and 
you  know  that  President  Lincoln's  famous  procla- 
mation did  not  emancipate  us  from  bondage  to 
the  medicine  man.  You  will  find  substantially 
all  I  would  have  said,  in  reply  to  your  invitation, 
about  the  Tilden  Trust,  in  the  Sun  of  this  morn- 
ing. That  will  spare  your  guests  a  10  minutes' 
speech,  and  every  little  helps,  you  know,  to  make 
an  evening  pleasant." 

Hon.  Andrew  H.  Green  wrote :  "  It  would 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  those  especially 
interested  in  the  matter  of  libraries,  and  I  think 
that  subject  demands  attention  in  this  city." 

Geo.  A.  Macbeth,  trustee  of  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary, Pittsburg,  was  "  extremely  sorry  to  say  I 
cannot  possibly  '  come  or  go ' ;  if  you  could  only 
postpone  the  dinner  until  next  week  I  would  go 
or  break  the  railway.  You  may  see  I  am  some- 
thing like  the  man  who  sent  word  to  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Hotel  'not  to  wait  dinner — it  might 
be  quite  late  before  he  returned.' " 

Frank  P.  Hill,  W.  T.  Peoples,  and  W.  A. 
Bardwell  wrote  that  they  were  kept  away  by 
illness.  C.  C.  Soule  wished  he  "  could  get  to 
New  York  for  Friday,"  and  sent  "  fraternal  re- 
gards to  the  assembled  brethren  and  sisters." 
W.  E.  Foster  wrote  :  "  Your  program  is  most 
inviting,  and  your  hospitality  is  most  kind,  but 
library  business  most  emphatically  keeps  me  in 
Providence  for  the  present." 

The  following  letter  to  the  Secretary  from  Dr. 
G:E.  Wire.oftheNewberry  Library  .Chicago,  was 
also  read  :  "  As  time  and  space  forbid  my  bodily 
presence  with  you  on  this  auspicious  occasion, 
I  send  this  greeting  that  you  may  know  I  am 
with  you  in  spirit.  I  congratulate  the  club  on 
its  long  and  eventful  history,  the  first  among  the 
library  clubs,  and  on  the  high  standard  it  has 
always  maintained.  As  the  host  of  the  State 
Association  I  know  that  it  will  outdo  itself,  and 
I  wish  you  all  good  things  as  you  assemble  both 
in  lecture-hall  and  banquet-hall." 

Brief  speeches  were  made  by  Messrs.  Cutter, 
Fletcher,  Bowker,  Eastman,  and  Baker ;  Miss 


Moore,  of  the  University  Settlement  Library, 
gave  a  touching  account  of  the  work  of  the  li- 
brary in  her  charge,  showing  how  eagerly  the 
poor  boys  and  girls  who  are  its  patrons  devour 
the  reading  put  within  their  reach,  and  how 
powerfully  they  may  be  influenced  by  this  means. 

The  dinner  was  in  every  way  a  great  success, 
valued  perhaps  as  much  for  the  delightful  social 
intercourse  afforded  as  for  the  more  formal 
speaking.  The  charm  of  the  occasion  was  en- 
hanced by  excellent  singing  by  Misses  Marie 
Thornton  and  Isabelle  Davis  Carter. 

The  final  session  of  the  meeting  was  held 
Saturday  morning,  and  was  mainly  devoted  to 
the  subject  of  "  Reading  for  the  young,"  the 
program  calling  for  answers  to  three  questions 
put  by  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  of  Milwaukee, 
in  her  valuable  paper  at  the  Lake  Placid  con- 
ference : 

1.  How  can  we  induce  parents  to  oversee  their 
children's  reading  ? 

2.  How    may  we    make  the  guiding  of  her 
pupil's  reading  a  part  of  the  teacher's  work  ? 

3.  What  can  be  done  to  help  a  boy  to  like 
good  books  after  he  has  fallen   into  the   dime- 
novel  habit? 

The  first  question  was  assigned  to  Mr.  Edward 
H.  Boyer,  a  school  principal  in  New  York,  who 
gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  library  es- 
tablished in  his  school  by  the  efforts  of  the 
pupils  themselves,  and  spoke  of  his  practice  of 
getting  at  the  parents  and  securing  their  help  in 
overseeing  their  children's  reading  by  selecting 
and  sending  to  the  parents  for  their  own  reading 
books  from  the  library  in  which  the  whole  fam- 
ily would  generally  become  interested. 

The  second  question  was  responded  to  by 
Miss  Merington,  of  New  York  City,  who  gave 
an  extended  and  extremely  instructive  account 
of  her  prolonged  and  successful  efforts  to  intro- 
duce good  literature  into  the  school-room  and 
to  win  her  pupils  to  an  appreciation  of  it  and 
a  love  for  it.  Where  books  were  lacking  she 
has  made  use  of  selected  portions  of  news- 
papers made  into  scrap-books  by  the  children 
themselves.  At  one  time  her  whole  school  in- 
sisted on  remaining  more  than  an  hour  after 
closing  time  to  hear  the  completion  of  the  "  Tale 
of  two  cities."  Such  facts  speak  for  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Sickley,  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Public 
Library,  Mr.  Peck,  of  Gloversville,MissHewins 
of  Hartford,  Ct.  (where  excellent  and  sys- 
tematic work  in  this  line  has  been  done  for 
years),  and  others  contributed  to  the  discussion 
which  followed. 

Miss  E.  M.  Coe,  of  the  N.  Y.  Free  Circulating 
Library,  than  whom  no  better  "  respondent " 
could  have  been  named,  considered  the  dime- 
novel  evil  as  presented  in  the  third  question  on 
the  program,  speaking  hopefully  on  the  whole, 
though  admitting  the  difficulties  in  the  way. 
She  named  as  chief  agencies  in  winning  boys  and 
girls  away  from  trashy  reading,  first  acquaint- 
ance and  sympathy  with  them,  then  gradual- 
ness  and  artfulness  in  methods  of  presenting  bet- 
ter books.  Books  of  adventure,  even  lives  of 
criminals  and  other  exciting  literature,  not  com- 
mendable in  itself,  may  be  used  to  bridge  the 
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Interval  between  the  old  reading  and  the  new. 
Attractively  made  lists  of  good  books,  and  the 
books  themselves,  well  illustrated  ones  espe- 
cially, displayed  in  an  attractive  manner,  will  do 
much  to  aid  the  good  cause.  "  Believe  all 
things,  hope  all  things,  endure  all  things  —  your 
reward  will  seldom  fail,"  said  Miss  Coe,  and 
certainly  nothing  could  be  more  encouraging 
than  that  such  hopefulness  should  be  the  result 
of  her  great  and  varied  experience. 

Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler  presented  a  practical 
paper  on  "  Principles  of  the  selection  of  books," 
under  the  three  heads,  Who  shall  select?  What 
shall  be  chosen?  How  shall  it  be  done  ?  Our 
limits  forbid  further  notice  of  this  excellent 
paper,  and  of  the  interesting  informal  discus- 
sions which  occupied  much  of  the  time  of  the 
session.  Notice  was  given  that  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  association  would  be  held  in  Buffalo 
in  March,  when  a  large  gathering  from  the 
western  part  of  the  state  is  hoped  for. 

[It  was  decided  later  that  the  Buffalo  meet- 
Ing  should  be  postponed  till  May.] 

VERMONT  LIBRARY  ASSOC1A  TION. 

A  MEETING  to  form  a  Vermont  Library  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  Fletcher  Free  Library, 
Burlington,  Oct.  17.  At  this  meeting  a  consti- 
tution was  adopted,  and  the  following  officers 
chosen  for  the  present  year  :  President,  Miss 
S.  C.  Hagar,  Burlington  ;  vice-president,  Miss 
Louise  L.  Bartlett,  St.  Johnsbury  ;  secretary, 
Miss  Mary  L.  Titcomb,  Rutland  ;  treasurer, 
Mr.  E.  F.  Holbrook,  Proctor.  The  association 
starts  with  about  40  members. 

MARY  L.  TITCOMB,  Secretary. 

MASSACHUSETTS  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Massachusetts  Library 
Club  was  held  in  Wesleyan  Hall,  at  Boston,  on 
Dec.  14,  1894. 

Upon  calling  the  meeting  to  order  at  10:10 
a.m.,  President  Foster  spoke  of  the  loss  which 
the  Club  had  sustained  by  the  death  of  Miss 
Hay  ward,  for  20  years  librarian  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library  in  Cambridge,  on  Oct.  n,  from 
a  fall  in  the  library  building,  and  introduced 
Col.  T:  W.  Higginson,  who,  in  behalf  of  the 
trustees,  paid  an  appreciative  and  discrimi- 
nating tribute  to  Miss  Hayward.  He  remem- 
bered seeing  upon  the  gravestone  of  an  unknown 
man  in  a  country  graveyard  the  inscription, 
"Died  in  the  actual  discharge  of  his  duty," 
without  any  hint  as  to  what  that  duty  was.  Of 
all  the  occupations  in  which  a  person  is  likely  to 
die  in  the  actual  discharge  of  duty,  we  think  of 
the  librarian  as  one  of  the  last.  Yet  no  soldier 
ever  died  in  that  way  more  truly  than  Miss 
Hayward.  She  died  still  at  work.  Her  ex- 
pressed wish  that  she  might  die  in  harness  had 
come  literally  to  pass.  It  was  a  growing  per- 
ception of  this,  that,  after  the  first  shock,  tend- 
ed more  than  anything  else  to  reconcile  the 
community  to  her  loss.  In  many  respects  she 
was  a  remarkable  woman,  belonging,  not  to  the 
newer  type  of  librarians,  but  to  an  older  race, 
which  had,  nevertheless,  a  character  and  a 


value  of  their  own.  It  is  not  always  true  that 
one  who  has  been  faithful  over  a  few  things  is 
fitted  to  have  charge  of  greater  things.  Pro- 
motion has  been  the  ruin  of  many.  It  was  not 
so  with  Miss  Hayward.  The  experience  gained 
in  what  was  little  more  than  a  small  local  library 
in  Cambridgeport  proved  adequate  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  great  collection  at  the  head  of 
which  she  died.  Nothing  about  her  was  more 
admirable  than  the  manner  in  which  she  adapted 
herself  to  new  situations.  Measures  which  she 
did  not  originate^  which  she  might  have  op- 
posed, when  adopted,  she  accepted  as  if  they  had 
been  her  own,  and  executed  with  the  utmost 
loyalty.  Her  attitude  toward  Sunday  opening 
was  most  characteristic.  She  had  never  favored 
it;  yet,  when  the  trustees  decided  unanimously 
to  open  the  library  on  Sundays,  between  2  and 
6,  she  did  not  murmur.  She  declined  an  offer 
to  provide  a  substitute.  "  I  wish  always  to  be 
there  myself,"  she  said.  If  it  must  be  done,  she 
wished  to  see  that  it  was  done  in  the  best  way. 
"  I  don't  know  but  that  I  might  as  well  do  Sun- 
day-school work  in  that  way  as  another,"  she 
added.  Her  life  conveys  two  lessons  that  may 
be  emphasized.  She  came  to  Cambridge  a 
stranger,  yet  it  was  said  that  no  woman  could 
have  died  in  Cambridge  who  would  have  been 
so  much  missed.  That  was  a  verdict  upon  her 
profession.  It  shows  what  a  position  a  librarian 
and  a  woman  can  hold  in  a  town.  The  second 
lesson  is  the  great  value  to  a  librarian  of  strong 
intellectual  tastes  outside  the  profession.  When- 
ever we  bought  a  book  on  natural  history,  it  was 
in  the  hope  that  some  one  would  use  it.  When 
we  bought  a  book  on  art,  it  was  certain  that  it 
would  be  used,  because  Miss  Hayward  was  a 
lover  of  art,  and  impressed  her  taste  upon  the 
community.  That  is  a  lesson  for  all  librarians. 
It  shows  what  they  can  do  for  the  branches  of 
learning  in  which  they  are  interested. 

A  committee  on  resolutions  was  then  appointed, 
and  the  following  resolutions  were  subsequently 
adopted : 

"WHEREAS,  It  has  pleased  an  overseeing  Providence 
to  take  -from  us  Miss  Almira  L.  Hayward,  librarian  of  the 
Cambridge  Public  Library,  an  honored  member  and  past 
officer  of  our  club,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
Library  Club,  hereby  express  our  sorrow  in  the  loss  of 
one  whose  gentle  dignity,  cheerfulness,  and  devotion  to 
her  work  made  her  presence  so  welcome  and  her  counsel 
so  valuable. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the 
records  and  a  copy  sent  to  her  family." 

The  constitution  was  then  amended  so  as^to 
place  Rhode  Island  on  the  same  footing  with 
Massachusetts  in  regard  to  membership,  etc.,  in 
the  club,  thus  formally  legalizing  the  recent  at- 
titude of  the  club  in  the  matter. 

It  was  voted  to  authorize  the  executive  com- 
mittee to  purchase  for  distribution  such  of  the 
proposed  A.  L.  A.  leaflets  as  they  shall  deem 
suitable  for  the  purpose. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  prepara- 
tion of  lists  of  books  suitable  for  public  libraries 
being  called  for,  Mr.  Jones,  chairman,  after 
premising  that  Mr.  W:  C.  Lane  had  been 
chosen  a  member  of  the  committee  in  place  of 
Mr.  S.  S,  Green,  resigned,  and  giving  a  rfc>nm& 
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of  the  history    of    the    proposition,  read    this 
report: 

"  Your  committee  has  reconsidered  the  sub- 
ject assigned  to  it,  and  recommends  the  prepara- 
tion of  lists  of  books  suitable  for  public  libraries 
in  accordance  with  the  plan  reported  at  the 
October,  1 892,  meeting  of  the  club  [L.  j.  19  : 384] ; 
but  that  the  work  be  limited  to  adult  fiction." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  as  the  morning 
was  well  advanced,  it  was  moved  and  voted  that 
the  subject  be  referred  to  a  special  meeting  to  be 
called  in  the  future. 

Col.  Higginsonthen  said  that  he  had  for  many 
years  collected  books  upon  the  development  of 
woman  and  her  pursuits  in  the  community.  He 
had  now  over  1000  vols. ,  of  which  500  might  be 
described  as  rare  and  curious.  He  hoped  that 
means  would  be  found  to  keep  the  collection  to- 
gether and  continue  it;  meanwhile,  in  order 
that  the  books  might  be  used,  he  would  like  to 
be  put  in  communication  with  any  persons  who 
were  making  a  serious  study  of  the  subject,  and 
would  be  glad  to  lend  the  books  for  their  use. 

An  inquiry  about  the  details  of  library  work 
in  connection  with  the  public  schools  had  been 
handed  in  and  referred  to  Mr.  Jones,  but  proved 
so  suggestive  that  it  was  voted  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  another  meeting;  and  after  a  brief  recess 
pleasantly  spent  in  conversation,  the  topic  of 
the  day  .was  taken  up  :  "  Technical  collections 
in  public  libraries." 

Mr.  S.  S.  Green,  the  first  speaker,  after 
remarking  upon  the  appropriateness  of  select- 
ing a  hall  controlled  by  the  Methodist  Book 
Concern  as  a  meeting-place  for  a  club,  whose 
members  were  all  connected  with  book  con- 
cerns, and  all  so  methodical  that  they  might 
be  called  methodists  by  profession,  dwelt  upon 
the  great  importance  of  technical  books  to 
people  who  worked  in  shops  and  factories,  in 
enabling  them  to  get  at  the  experience  of  others 
in  the  same  occupations,  and  stimulating  them 
to  better  work  and  the  invention  of  improve- 
ments. He  showed,  by  examples  drawn  from 
his  own  observation,  how  this  interest  .in  work 
could  be  excited  even  among  the  young.  He 
thought  it  was  particularly  important  to  bring 
the  fine  arts  to  influence  industrial  art,  and 
pointed  out  how  the  public  library  could  work 
to  this  end  by  judicious  selection  of  books,  by 
exhibiting  plates,  photographs,  etc.,  as  had  been 
done  in  Worcester  by  the  combined  action  of 
the  library  and  the  Art  Society. 

Mr.  Andrews,  librarian  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  then  read  the  paper 
which  is  printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  (See 
p.  6-9.) 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  i  p.m. 

WM.  H.  TILLINGHAST,  Secretary. 

PENNSYL  VA  NIA  LIBRA  R  Y  CL  UB. 

THE  T2th  regular  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  Club  was  held  on  Monday  evening, 
November  12,  1894,  at  the  Drexel  Institute, 
Philadelphia,  the  president,  Mr.  T:  L.  Mont- 
gomery, in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Ranck,  of  the  Enoch  Pratt 
Library,  Baltimore,  read  an  interesting  paper 
on  "  State  library  law,"  He  called  attention  to 


the  fact  that  Pennsylvania  had  no  general  library 
law.  The  present  law  permits  a  city  or  town  to 
receive  a  bequest  for  a  public  library,  and  to 
appropriate  public  funds  for  its  support.  In 
reviewing  the  present  state  library  laws  the 
speaker  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  one  passed 
by  Texas  in  the  year  1871  was  the  simplest  and 
most  comprehensive.  It  read  as  follows  : 

"Any  incorporated  city  may  establish  a  free  public 
library,  and  may  make  such  regulations  and  grant  such 
part  of  its  revenue  for  the  management  and  increase 
thereof  as  the  municipal  government  may  determine." 

Pennsylvania  would  obtain  good  results  from 
a  law  of  this  kind  with  a  few  additions.  Towns 
should  be  allowed  to  join  their  forces  by  having 
a  main  library  located  in  the  most  accessible 
town,  and  a  system  of  delivery  stations  scattered 
through  the  surrounding  country. 

A  library  law  should  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  library  commission  to  aid  in  forming 
new  libraries  and  creating  and  guiding  public 
opinion.  The  speaker  did  not  approve  of  limit- 
ing the  tax  rate.  New  Hampshire  passed  the 
first  library  law  in  1849  without  a  tax.  Massa- 
chusetts has  no  limit.  If  a  limit  is  needed  it 
should  be  graded.  The  speaker  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  fix  a  limit  below  which 
library  expenses  must  not  fall  than  to  say 
"further  you  dare  not  go."  Stability  of  in- 
come is  the  greatest  thing  to  be  desired.  The 
weak  point  of  the  Illinois  law  is  that  the  city 
councils  can  cripple  the  library  most  seriously 
by  cutting  appropriations,  or  even  refusing  to 
make  any.  By  having  the  law  provide  that  the 
income  of  the  library  shall  always  be  within 
a  certain  per  cent,  of  the  income  of  the  previ- 
ous year  such  difficulties  will  be  prevented. 
He  spoke  of  the  method  of  appointing  the  di- 
rectors or  trustees  and  length  of  service.  What 
is  most  needed  in  a  state  library  law  is  stability, 
an  income,  and  a  board  of  trustees  that  will  not 
change  with  every  election.  For  the  villages, 
Mr.  Ranck  was  in  favor  of  the  travelling  li- 
braries, such  as  are  in  use  in  New  York  state. 

A  general  discussion  followed  the  paper. 
Short  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  MacAlister, 
Mr.  J.  G.  Rosengarten,  Mr.  H.  J.  Carr,  Mr. 
Thomson,  the  president,  and  others. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  H.  Carrington 
Bolton,  in  which  he  suggested  to  the  club  the 
desirability  of  compiling  a  list  of  the  periodicals 
in  the  libraries  in  and  around  Philadelphia.  On 
motion,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  by 
the  president,  for  the  purpose  of  editing  the 
list.  Adjourned. 

ALFRED  RIGLING,  Secretary. 

INDIA  NA  LIBRA  R  Y  A  SSOCIA  TION. 

THE  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Library  As- 
sociation of  Indiana  was  held  in  the  Assembly 
Room  of  the  Public  Library,  in  Indianapolis, 
Dec.  26-27,  1894.  The  attendance  was  larger 
than  at  any  previous  meeting,  31  libraries  being 
represented,  as  against  15  ^t  the  last  year,  and 
was  made  up  as  much  from  the  ranks  of  library 
trustees,  advisory  boards,  and  others  interested 
in  library  progress  as  from  those  of  librarians. 
Much  practical  good  is  expected,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly come  from  this  meeting.  The  presi- 
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dent,  Miss  E.  G.  Browning,  in  her  opening  ad- 
dress reviewed  the  library  situation  in  general, 
and  in  Indiana  in  particular.  She  spoke  of  the 
necessity  of  organization  and  discussion  among 
librarians,  and  urged  personal  work  on  the  part 
of  all. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Burris,  of  Bluffton,  read  the  first 
paper,  on  "What  books  to  have  in  a  public  li- 
brary." He  said,  in  substance:  "The  selection 
of  books  for  a  public  library  should  be  a  question 
of  quality,  and  not  of  quantity.  When  more 
books  are  made  and  read  than  ever  before,  some 
fitting  entrance  examination  is  an  urgent  neces- 
sity on  the  part  of  those  whose  responsibility  it 
is  to  admit  them.  The  greatest  difficulty  in  the 
matter  of  selection  is  in  fiction  and  story.  In 
point  of  numbers,  books  of  this  class  hold  the 
first  place,  according  to  the  list  prepared  by  the 
A.  L.  A.  These  preachers  of  righteousness  no 
longer  have  the  ban  placed  upon  them.  When 
the  intellectual  horizon  is  scanned,  watching  as 
critics  as  well  as  heralds,  it  will  be  found  that 
this  is  the  age  of  altruism.  Barbarism  does 
most  for  self  and  most  against  others.  Egoism 
does  most  for  self  and  the  least  against  others. 
Altruism  does  the  least  for  self  and  the  most  for 
others  ;  and  to  hasten  the  altruistic  spirit,  the 
public  library,  as  well  as  all  other  agencies, 
should  labor.  Those  books  of  fiction,  therefore, 
whose  '  heroes'  are  those  of  self-sacrifice,  whose 
'villains'  are  those  of  selfishness,  whose 
1  scenes  '  are  those  of  this  ofttimes  common- 
place life  of  ours,  and  whose  'conflicts'  result 
in  the  overthrow  of  self,  should  occupy  the  seat 
of  honor  in  the  library.  Our  present  state  of 
culture  is  a  result  of  growth,  and  if  one  is  to  ap- 
preciate society  as  it  now  is,  he  must  travel  the 
same  stages  it  has  traced,  but  with  accelerated 
speed.  A  public  library,  adapted  to  the  needs  of 
the  masses  for  whom  it  is  established,  should  be 
made  up  very  largely  of  books  on  the  following 
subjects,  whose  rank  in  point  of  number  of  vol- 
umes we  venture  to  indicate:  Fiction  and  story, 
I  ;  Literature,  2  ;  History,  3  ;  Biography,  4  ; 
Travel,  5  ;  Natural  science,  6  ;  Sociology,  7 ; 
Art,  8  ;  Philosophy,  9  ;  Religion,  10.  Finally, 
books  on  various  subjects  are  to  be  selected  to 
meet  the  needs,  not  the  demands  of  the  com- 
munity." 

"  Hindrances  to  library  progress  in  Indiana" 
was  the  subject  very  clearly  set  forth  by  Prof. 
Amos  W.  Butler,  of  Indiana  Academy  of  Science. 
A  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  influence  of  li- 
braries was,  he  said,  at  the  root  of  indifference 
to  them.  While  glorying  in  our  public  school 
system  we  overlook  its  important  adjunct  —  the 
public  library.  Every  one  should  consider  him- 
self a  missionary  in  the  matter  of  arousing  pub- 
lic sentiment  towards  better  library  facilities 
for  the  entire  state. 

The  second  day's  session  was  opened  by  a 
very  interesting  address  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Carsten- 
sen,  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Indianapolis.  It 
was  an  advocacy  of  the  separation  of  library  in- 
terests from  the  duties  of  township  trustees,  and 
the  centralization  of  libraries  rather  than  their 
division  among  widely  separated  and  sparsely 
populated  districts.  A  very  interesting  feature 
of  the  morning  was  the  histories  of  five  of  the 


important  libraries  of  the  state  —  Lafayette, 
New  Harmony,  Terre  Haute,  Richmond,  and 
Huntington.  The  New  Harmony  library  is  a 
particularly  interesting  one,  for  while  it  is  fully 
up  with  the  needs  of  the  day,  it  still  has  a  decid- 
ed flavor  of  the  old  socialistic  spirit  of  the  days 
of  Owen  and  McClure.  Miss  Ahern  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  work  and  inspiration  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  of  1894.  The  result 
will  be  a  probable  larger  attendance,  at  the  Den- 
ver meeting,  of  Indianians.  In  the  afternoon 
Miss  Belle  S.  Hanna  gave  one  of  the  best  practi- 
cal talks  of  the  meeting,  on  "  Difficulties  in  li- 
brary administration."  She  urged  better  prepar~ 
ation  for  library  work  on  the  part  of  those  taking 
it  up,  and  a  more  devoted  spirit  in  those  engaged 
in  the  work.  The  better  the  librarian  the 
more  efficient  the  influence  of  the  library.  A  set 
of  resolutions  looking  to  the  enactment  of  better 
library  laws  was  cordially  endorsed.  A  reception 
to  the  visiting  librarians  and  their  friends  was 
given  on  Wednesday  evening,  Dec.  26,  by  Miss 
Browning,  Miss  Ahern,  and  the  Bowen-Merrill 
Co.  It  was  one  of  the  pleasantest  gatherings  of 
the  week.  The  officers  elected  for  1895  are  as 
follows  :  President,  Mary  Eileen  Ahern  ;  vice- 
president,  Elizabeth  Day  Swan  ;  secretary  and 
treasurer,  Nancy  Baker.  Library  interests  are 
on  the  increase  decidedly  in  Indiana,  and  no 
small  part  of  the  work  has  been  done  by  the  Li- 
brary Association. 

MARY  EILEEN  AHERN,  Secretary. 
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CHICAGO  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  November  meeting  of  the  Chicago 
Library  Club  was  held  at  the  Armour  Institute, 
in  response  to  a  very  kind  invitation.  In  spite 
of  unfavorable  weather  fully  75  were  in  at- 
tendance. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  approved,  10  new  members  were  re- 
ceived, and  notice  was  given  for  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution,  to  be  voted  on  at  the  next 
meeting,  making  the  election  of  officers  in  March 
rather  than  December. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Gunsaulus,  president  of  the  Armour 
Institute,  then  addressed  the  club  most  delight- 
fully on  "  Old  books."  He  spoke  in  a  chatty 
way,  without  notes,  making  the  audience  feel 
at  home  with  the  worthy  monuments  of  early 
book-making.  The  old  books,  in  which  the 
Armour  Institute  is  very  rich,  were  passed  from 
hand  to  hand,  and  the  doctor  dwelt  especially 
on  the  artistic  make-up  of  the  early  books,  and 
grew  enthusiastic  in  describing  the  art  of  the 
Aldines,  the  Boldonis,  and  the  Elzevirs. 

A  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Gun- 
saulus. Miss  Sharp,  and  the  class  in  library 
science,  by  Mr.  Merrill,  was  heartily  seconded. 

The  club  adjourned  to  the  dining-room  for 
refreshments,  and  after  an  hour  of  social  inter- 
course dispersed,  feeling  that  the  evening  had 
been  both  profitable  and  pleasant. 

CARRIE  L.  ELLIOTT,  Secretary. 
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WASHINGTON  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION, 

AT  the  meeting  of  the  Washington  Library 
Association,  held  Wednesday,  December  19, 
1894,  the  following  officers,  elected  at  the  time 
of  organization  in  June,  were  unanimously  re- 
elected  for  the  year  1895  :  President,  A.  R. 
Spofford,  Librarian  of  Congress  ;  vice-presi- 
dents, Dr.  Cyrus  Adler,  librarian  Smithsonian 
Institution,  and  Col.  W.  H.  Lowdermilk  ;  sec- 
retary and  treasurer,  Oliver  L.  Fassig,  libra- 
rian U.  S.  Weather  Bureau  ;  members  of  the 
executive  board,  in  addition  to  the  officers 
above  named,  W.  P.  Cutter,  librarian  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  C.  C.  Darwin, 
librarian  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  and  Mrs. 
H.  L.  McL.  Kimball,  librarian  of  the  U.  S. 
Treasury  Department. 

OLIVER  L.  FASSIG,  Secretary, 
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UNITED  STATES,  Dept,  of  Interior.  Compre- 
hensive index  of  the  publications  of  the 
United  States  Government,  1889-1893;  by  J: 
G.  Ames,  Superintendent  of  Documents,  De- 
partment of  the  Interior.  Washington,  Gov. 
Printing  Office,  1894.  6+480  p.  1.  Q. 
Special  report  relative  to  public  docu- 
ments; by  J:  G.  Ames,  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Department  of  the  Interior. 
Washington,  Gov.  Printing  Office,  1894.  19  p. 
O.  pap. 

Dr.  Ames  presents  in  the  first  volume  an  in- 
dex of  the  documents  issued  during  the  period 
covered  by  the  5ist  and  52d  Congresses,  the  prep- 
aration of  which  was  authorized  by  the  concur- 
rent resolution  of  March  3,  1893.  The  hetero- 
geneous mass  of  titles  known  as  Mr.  Poore's 
"  Descriptive  catalogue  "  of  government  publica- 
tions, covered  the  field  through  the  period  of  the 
46th  Congress.  There  is  thus  a  gap  of  the  periods 
covered  by  the  47th  to  the  soth  Congresses, name- 
ly, March,  1881,  to  March,  1889,  which  is  cov- 
ered only  by  the  appendix  on  government 
publications  in  the  American  Catalogues,  1876- 
1884,  and  1884-1890.  These  make  no  pretence 
to  being  either  a  descriptive  or  a  comprehensive 
catalog,  although  the  simple  method  of  classifi- 
cation by  departments  and  bureaus  makes  them, 
perhaps,  a  useful  semi-subject  finding-list  —  in 
some  respects  a  more  effective  guide  than  an 
alphabetic  list. 

Mr.  Poore's  catalog,  it  will  be  remembered, 
consisted  of  1241  quarto  pages  in  fine  print, 
giving  all  sorts  of  government  documents,  in- 
cluding committee  reports,  letters,  resolutions, 
etc.,  in  simple  chronological  order,  from  1774  to 
1881,  supplemented  by  p.  1245  -  1392  of  an  alpha- 
betic index  of  the  most  skeleton  kind.  For 
practical  uses  this  catalog  was  chaos.  Mr. 
Ames'  volume  presents  a  happy  contrast.  The 
quarto  page  is  divided  into  three  columns;  the 
central  column,  about  the  width  of  an  octavo 


page,  Is  a  close  classification  subject-entry  in 
dictionary  order,  of  all  publications  in  the  four 
years  of  his  period.  The  right-hand  column 
contains  the  name  of  the  author  (in  some  cases 
a  department  or  bureau),  or  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  reporting  the  document;  the  left- 
hand  column  contains  the  hieroglyphic  figures, 
easily  analyzed  from  the  convenient  table  at  the 
front,  giving  the  place  of  the  document  amidst 
the  complications  of  Senate  and  House  series. 
This  tabular  form  strikes  the  user  at  first  sight 
as  more  complicated  and  less  agreeable  to  the 
eye  than  the  ordinary  method  of  library  entry, 
but  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  proceeds  on  a 
very  ingenious,  and  on  the  whole  clear  system, 
giving,  as  it  does,  not  only  a  clean  title  but  an 
easy  reference  to  the  several  forms  of  publica- 
tion. It  is  probable  that  the  method  adopted  or 
invented  by  Mr.  Ames  is,  on  the  whole,  the  best 
to  serve  the  several  purposes  of  an  index  o 
government  publications,  supplemented,  as  it 
is,  by  a  careful  "  personal  index,"  which  suc- 
ceeds, within  16  pages,  in  referring  to  each  au- 
thor in  the  preceding  464  pages. 

A  great  part  of  the  catalog  is  taken  up  by 
references  to  absolutely  private  bills,  which  are 
of  very  little  interest  to  any  one  except  the 
particular  person  interested.  The  Smiths  we 
have  always  with  us  in  catalogs,  and  in  the 
present  one  a  couple  of  pages  are  given  to  in- 
creases in  the  pension  of  Smith,  relief  of  Smith, 
removal  of  charge  of  desertion  against  Smith, 
payment  for  Smith's  mule  taken  by  the  army, 
and  other  events  of  importance  to  the  individual 
Smith,  but  not  to  the  nation.  It  might  not  be  a 
bad  idea,  after  printing  the  catalog  in  this 
"comprehensive"  form,  to  lift  out  the  central 
column,  or  subject-index,  eliminating  from  it 
the  Smiths  and  other  private  persons,  and  print 
the  remainder  as  a  subject-index,  which  can  be 
issued  uniform  with  the  sets  of  government 
documents  for  each  Congress,  or  preferably  for 
each  year. 

For  a  first  step  forward  in  official  cataloging, 
since  the  Poore  index  was  chiefly  a  step  back- 
ward, Mr.  Ames  has  accomplished  a  great  deal  ; 
we  are  glad  to  note  that  he  has  cordially  in- 
vited the  criticism  and  suggestion  of  all  whom 
his  catalog  reaches,  so  that  by  their  co-opera- 
tion he  may  shape  a  system  for  the  future.  We 
trust  that  his  next  venture  will  be  either  an 
annual  catalog  or  a  catalog  for  the  54th  Con- 
gress. With  this  before  us,  the  profession  in- 
dividually or  as  represented  in  conference,  or 
through  one  of  its  committees,  should  be  able  to 
afford  its  long  since  offered  co-operation  with 
the  government  authorities,  in  evolving  a 
method  of  indexing  the  government  publica- 
tions, which  would  bring  order  out  of  chaos  and 
make  these  valuable  publications  fully  accessible 
to  the  people. 

In  connection  with  this  catalog,  we  commend 
to  the  attention  of  librarians  the  special  report 
relative  to  public  documents,  addressed  by  Mr. 
Ames  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under 
date  of  Nov.  20,  1894,  and  issued  as  a  separate 
document  from  the  Government  Printing  Office. 
This  gives  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  present 
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difficulties  in  dealing  with  government  docu- 
ments and  recommends  the  following  specific 
reforms  in  this  branch  of  the  government  ser- 
vice: 

"  First.  A  change  in  the  binding  of  documents 
so  that  they  shall  present  a  more  attractive  ap- 
pearance. 

"  Second.  The  discontinuance  of  the  practice 
of  issuing  the  same  document  in  several  edi- 
tions with  differing  titles. 

"Third.  A  modification  of  the  classification 
of  documents  in  the  interest  of  simplicity  and 
general  convenience. 

"  Fourth.  The  stopping  the  issue,  in  un- 
bound form,  of  documents  not  required  for  im- 
mediate use. 

"  Fifth.  The  preparation  of  a  general  com- 
prehensive index  of  all  public  documents. 

"  Sixth.  The  utilization  of  documents  more 
largely  in  the  interest  of  public  libraries,  and 
through  them  of  the  public  at  large. 

"  Seventh.  The  restriction  of  the  gratuitous 
distribution  of  documents,  and  more  satisfactory 
provision  for  their  sale. 

"  Eighth.  The  establishment  of  a:  bureau  of 
documents  by  which  the  whole  business  of  dis- 
tributing documents  shall  be  conducted." 

After  commenting  at  length  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  reforms  suggested,  Dr.  Ames  says: 
"  It  is  not  believed  that  any  possible  arguments 
can  be  urged  against  the  proposition  here  sub- 
mitted which  can  justify  continuing  the  cumber- 
some and  extravagant  system  now  in  vogue,  or 
the  force  of  which  would  not  be  quickly  dissi- 
pated by  the  practical  operations  of  the  bureau 
of  documents,  which,  under  the  strictly  impar- 
tial, upright,  and  responsible  administration  of 
its  affairs  that  alone  should  be  tolerated,  would 
soon  vindicate  the  wisdom  of  its  establishment 
by  introducing  convenience,  order,  unity,  and 
economy  into  this  by  no  means  unimportant  de- 
partment of  the  public  service." 

The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior for  the  last  fiscal  year  epitomizes  and  ap- 
proves Dr.  Ames"  report. 

Attention  may  also  be  called  to  the  fact,  often 
overlooked  by  librarians,  that  the  annual  report 
of  the  public  printer  contains  an  approximate 
list  of  government  publications  which  have  been 
issued  from  his  office  during  the  year. 

MANCHESTER  (Mass.)  CITY  LIBRARY.  Catalogue 
of  English  prose  fiction.  Manchester,  N.  H., 
1894.  in  p.  1.  O. 

This  catalog  bears  a  close  resemblance  to 
Miss  Sanborn's  previous  work,  the  catalog  of 
English  prose  fiction  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercan- 
tile Library,  published  in  1892.  It  is  smal'er, 
and  omits  the  classified  lists  of  historical  novels, 
etc.,  to  be  found  in  the  earlier  work  ;  but  these 
latter  are  expensive  to  print,  and  having  once 
appeared,  may  be  used  by  other  libraries  with 
slight  changes.  The  body  of  the  Manchester 
catalog  is  printed  in  a  clear-faced  minion,  leaded, 
which  makes  an  attractive  page  and  is  more 
economical  of  space  than  the  brevier  commonly 
used.  The  Cutter  author  and  title  marks,  with 
Miss  Sanborn's  improvements,  are  used  as  call 


numbers  without  a  prefixed  class  mark,  books 
for  children  being  distinguished  by  a  dagger  (f). 
This  results  in  stenographic  brevity,  without 
sacrificing  anything,  and  yet  the  symbols  are 
easily  written  and  remembered.  Miss  Sanborn's 
notation  is  recommended  to  those  librarians 
who  think  that  Johnny  Page  must  disentangle 
such  a  formula  as  5839.83  An2F  before  he  can 
find  Andersen's  Fairy  tales,  or  return  the  book 
to  its  place  on  the  shelf. 

From  start  to  finish  this  is  a  good  and  con- 
scientious piece  of  work,  rapidly  executed,  yet 
free  from  any  evidence  of  haste.  It  is  wisely 
economical,  but  full  enough  for  practical  pur- 
poses. The  critic  who  would  find  fault  with 
such  a  catalog  should  be  set  to  make  a  better 
one.  H.  K. 

TOPEKA  (Jfan.)  F.  P.  L.  Catalogue,  no.  7, 
covering  volumes  to  no.  12,654  [!]  inclu- 
sive; with  supplement  cont.  classified  index 
only,  of  volumes  added  to  the  library  dur- 
ing the  preparation  of  the  catalogue.  1893. 
256  p.  O. 

This  catalog  can  hardly  be  called  primitive, 
yet  it  is  decidedly  involved  and  confusing, 
and  a  poor  medium  by  which  to  find  a  book 
with  "  neatness  and  despatch."  It  consists  of 
a  classified  index  and  an  author  catalog,  the 
former  preceded  by  an  outline  of  the  system 
of  classification.  Appended  is  a  classed  sup- 
plement, containing  "titles  from  accessions 
no.  12,655  to  no.  14,048,"  bringing  the  list 
up  to  June,  1894,  and  a  one-page  list  of 
"books  in  foreign  languages."  The  class-list 
is  divided  into  four  main  divisions  —  science,  art, 
history,  and  appendix.  These  are  subdivided 
into  closer  classes,  but  the  subdivisions  are 
rather  general  and  inchoate.  Authors  are  given 
alphabetically  in  heavy  gothictype  on  the  right- 
hand  side  of  the  column,  which  is  confusing. 
Under  the  subdivision  "Theology"  "Bible" 
has  a  single  entry  among  the  b's  ;  "  Reference 
Bible"  is  entered  separately  in  the  r's;  and  com- 
mentaries on  various  books  of  the  Bible  are 
entered  under  the  commentators.  Collins' 
"  Ancient  classics  for  English  readers  "  appear 
in  "Collective  literary  works"  (class  i8a  of 
the  division  "  Art "),  under  "  Ancient,"  and  the 
various  volumes  of  the  series  —  Aristophanes, 
Homer,  "  Levy  "  [sic],  etc.  — are  entered  in  the 
author-list  under  Collins  only.  No  call-numbers 
are  used.  It  is  necessary  for  the  reader  to  give 
author,  title,  and  class  number.  The  class-num- 
bering is  simple.  Philosophy  is  i,  theology  2, 
and  so  on,  subdivisions  being  indicated  by  let- 
ters. Thus  17  is  juvenile  literature,  under  which 
travels  are  classed  as  173,  histories  as  I7b,  etc. 
The  "  appendix"  division  of  the  classified  index 
covers  "cyclopaedias  and  collections,"  bound  v. 
of  periodicals,  public  documents —  a  simple  ref- 
erence to  the  card  catalog  —  and  "catalogs  and 
library  reports."  The  volume  is  clearly  printed 
in  good  type  on  white  paper.  It  seems  a  pity 
that  the  labor  devoted  to  it  —  which  was  certainly 
considerable  —  should  not  have  produced  a  more 
scientific  and  "  modern"  catalog. 
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EASTMAN,  W:  R.  A  new  aid  to  education  : 
travelling  libraries.  (In  Forum,  Jan.,  1895, 
p.  616-621.) 

Mr.  Eastman  gives  a  comprehensive  sketch  of 
the  work  done  by  the  travelling  libraries,  con- 
ducted, under  his  supervision,  by  the  State  of 
New  York,  detailing  the  classification  of  the 
books  sent  out  and  the  percentage  of  their  use. 

FLETCHER,  W:  I.  The  public  library  move- 
ment. (In  Cosmopolitan,  Nov.,  1894,  p.  99- 
106.) 

An  account  of  the  growth  and  development  of 
the  public  library  movement  of  to-day.  Al- 
though beginning  with  the  libraries  of  Assur- 
banipal  and  Sargon,  Mr.  Fletcher  devotes  him- 
self especially  to  the  modern  movement  in  the 
United  States,  as  started  by  Benjamin  Franklin 
in  Philadelphia.  Mention  is  made  of  the  Red- 
wood Library,  the  Peterborough  (N.  H.)  Li- 
brary, and  the  libraries  of  Boston,  Chicago,  New 
York,  St.  Louis,  and  other  leading  cities.  There 
are  several  illustrations,  and  portraits  of  Dr. 
Winsor.  Dr.  Poole,  and  Mr.  Spofford. 

HOVEY,    E,   C.     The  ideal   free  public   library 

building.     (In  North  American  Review,  Jan., 

1895,  p.  118-120.) 

A  waiting-room,  a  reading-room,  if  possible 
a  newspaper-room,  a  study  or  reference  room, 
are  the  necessities  of  the  ideal  public  library,  to 
which  Mr.  Hovey  would  add  a  children's  room 
and  a  room  for  "  the  poorer  element  of  a  com- 
munity," which  should  "supply  the  place  of 
the  village  reading-room." 
LOCAL. 

Albion  (N.  Y.)  P.  L.  Added  500;  total  about 
4200.  Issued  13,047;  no.  borrowers,  1150  — 
about  one-fourth  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
village.  There  is  urgent  need  of  more  refer- 
ence-books, and  of  an  increased  supply  of  good 
juveniles. 

Auburn  (Me.}  P.  L.  (4th  rpt.)  Added  200; 
total  5200;  issued  9958  (fict.  50  %\  juv.  20$); 
no.  visitors  12,195. 

The  library  was  closed  13  days  for  repairs 
after  the  fire  of  Jan.  10, 1894.  Miss  Prescott  says  : 
"  No  books  have  been  lost  during  the  year. 
About  1000  of  them  were  removed  at  the  time  of 
the  fire,  but  were  all  returned  in  better  condition 
than  could  have  been  expected,  although  more 
or  less  damaged.  An  increasing  amount  of  the 
time  of  the  librarian  has  been  spent  in  reference 
work,  chiefly  for  the  clubs.  In  a  small  library, 
this  is  especially  necessary  in  order  to  make  all 
material  available.  A  full  card  catalog  is  greatly 
needed  for  this  work." 

Baltimore,  Md.     Enoch  Pratt  F.  L.     THE  PEO- 
PLE'S UNIVERSITY.     (In  Baltimore  American, 
N.  25,  1894.)    4  col.,  il. 
An  account  of  the  organization,  development, 

and  work  of  the  Pratt  Library  and  its  branches. 


There  are  cuts  of  Mr.  Pratt,  B.  C.  Steiner,  and 
of  the  central  building  and  one  of  the  branch 
libraries. 

Beloit  (Wis.)  P.  L.  A  one-mill  tax  for  the 
support  of  the  public  library  was  carried  by  a 
large  majority  on  election  day. 

Boston  P.  L.  Since  the  last  week  in  Decem- 
ber the  work  of  moving  the  books  to  the  new 
building  has  gone  on  rapidly.  Several  of  the 
general  departments  are  already  in  their  place  at 
their  future  home.  All  the  contents  of  Bates 
hall,  probably,  will  be  in  the  new  building  in 
less  than  a  fortnight.  The  work  of  stripping  the 
alcoves  is  going  on  easily,  and  with  very  little 
inconveniepce  to  the  users  of  the  library.  As  the 
shifters  reach  the  several  alcoves,  canvas  screens 
are  hung  up,  and  the  books  are  quietly  removed. 
Each  alcove  contains  several  thousand  books, 
which  are  packed  in  boxes  and  sent  in  wagons 
to  the  new  building. 

The  boxes  used  are  similar  to  those  employed 
for  moving  the  special  libraries,  and  the  contrac- 
tor doing  the  work  of  removal  employs  a  force 
of  his  own,  numbering  nearly  400  men.  He  has, 
too,  the  assistance  of  the  evening  force  of  the 
library.  An  officer  of  the  library  is  in  charge  at 
either  end,  and  the  work  is  under  their  constant 
supervision.  So  far,  none  of  the  books  in  the 
fiction  department  have  been  touched,  and  they 
are  likely  to  be  the  last  to  go.  "  The  screen 
arrangement  at  the  alcoves  prevents  the  dust, 
arising  from  the  removals,  falling  upon  the 
readers,  and  but  for  the  movements  of  the  busy 
shifters  the  patrons  of  the  library  would  not 
know  that  the  huge  task  of  moving  the  library 
was  going  on,  so  quietly  and  deftly  is  it  con- 
ducted." 

Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Institute  L.  By  a  vote  of 
the  board  of  trustees  it  was  determined  to 
open  the  library  of  the  Institute,  as  a  general 
lending  library,  for  the  use  of  the  members  and 
the  general  public,  as  early  in  1895  as  possible. 
A  large  portion  of  the  books  have  been  in  storage 
since  the  fire  in  the  old  Institute  building,  some 
four  years  ago.  They  will  be  removed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible  to  the  Bedford  Park 
Museum,  where  they  will  be  properly  cataloged 
with  the  volumes  already  on  the  shelves  of  the 
museum. 

Brooklyn  (JV.  Y.)  L.  The  alterations  that  have 
been  in  progress  during  the  past  six  months 
were  completed  in  December,  and  the  library 
enters  upon  1895  thoroughly  rehabilitated  and 
practically  remade.  The  changes  have  already 
been  noted  in  the  L.  j.  (19:312).  They  add 
greatly  to  the  convenience  of  readers  and  staff, 
and  allow  for  a  total  book  capacity  of  200,000  v. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Pratt  Institute  F.  L.  The 
Long  Island  Free  Library ,  which  has  been  estab- 
lished in  Brooklyn  since  1881,  has  been  made 
one  of  the  branches  of  the  Institute  library,  and 
will  henceforth  be  conducted  by  the  directors  of 
the  Institute.  The  Long  Island  Library  con- 
tains about  6000  v.,  and  had,  in  1893,  an  attend- 
ance of  about  41,000  readers;  it  should  prove  an 
active  and  useful  branch,  being  in  a  part  of  the 
city  that  Pratt  Institute  has  not  widely  reached. 
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Besides  this  library,  and  the  older  Greenpoint 
branch,  the  Institute  hasopened  delivery  stations 
atFroebel  Academy,  in  Williamsburg,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  South  Third  Street  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  at  Slocum  Memorial  Kindergarten. 
It  is  intended  to  extend  the  system,  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  to  other  kindergartens  and  to  the  pub- 
lic schools. 

Bridgeport  (Ct.)  P.  L.  In  January  Superin- 
tendent Hills  will  inaugurate  a  new  departure  in 
the  art  department  of  the  library,  which  he  has 
so  successfully  developed.  There  was  on  exhi- 
bition during  December  a  collection  of  color  paint- 
ings by  well-known  American  artists.  This  is  to 
be  followed  in  January  by  an  exhibition  of  the 
black-and-white  work  of  the  leading  book  and 
magazine  illustrators  of  the  day.  Mr.  Hill  has 
secured  from  Scribner,  Century,  Outing,  and 
other  well-known  magazines,  permission  to  ex- 
hibit the  originals  of  some  of  their  best  illus- 
trations, and  most  of  the  leading  artists  in  black- 
and-white  will  be  represented  in  the  collection. 
The  library  has  issued  catalogs  of  the  various 
exhibitions  held  in  the  art  department. 

Bryn  Ma-wr  (Pa.)  College  L.  The  Sauppe 
philological  library,  purchased  for  the  college 
library  in  the  spring  of  1893,  is  described  in  the 
Nation  of  Dec.  ao(p.  461).  The  collection  is  now 
being  cataloged;  it  is  very  rich  in  early  editions 
of  classical  authors,  and  besides  its  special  sub- 
ject—  classical  philology  —  includes  an  interest- 
ing and  valuable  Goethe  collection  of  several 
hundred  volumes. 

Canton,  III.  Parlin  L.  The  Parlin  Library 
was  opened  to  the  public  September  5, 1894,  and 
has  become  very  popular  with  the  people  of  the 
town.  The  building  and  grounds  have  cost 
about  $20,000,  of  which  $8000  was  bequeathed 
by  William  Parlin,  deceased,  an  old  and  esteemed 
resident  of  Canton;  $5000  raised  by  taxation,  and 
the  remainder  given  by  Mrs.  Parlin,  the  widow 
of  the  deceased,  and  her  family.  The  books,  fur- 
nishings, and  entire  running  expenses  of  the  li- 
brary have  thus  far  been  the  gift  of  the  Parlin 
family.  The  library  started  with  2000  volumes, 
and  is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  100  volumes  a 
month.  In  the  three  months  since  the  opening, 
the  number  of  readers  has  increased  to  650,  and 
the  total  circulation  of  books  was  4425,  of  which 
298  were  reference-books.  The  yearly  list  of 
newspapers  and  magazines  numbers  54.  It  has 
been  the  purpose  of  the  board  of  trustees  to  in- 
vite to  the  building  all  literary  and  art  clubs,  and 
serious  students,  and  for  this  purpose  a  room  has 
been  set  apart  in  which  two  clubs  meet  weekly. 
Access  to  shelves  is  encouraged,  and  has  proven 
of  benefit  to  the  readers.  An  art-room  is  com- 
pleted on  the  second  floor,  which  is  as  yet  unde- 
veloped, though  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Parlin 
family  to  furnish  it  by  degrees  with  pictures  from 
abroad  and  from  America.  H.  Elizabeth  Cory, 
a  graduate  of  the  1894  class  of  library  science  at 
Armour  Institute,  Chicago,  111.,  has  had  charge 
of  the  organizing,  classifying,  and  preparation  of 
finding-list;  her  work  occupied  four  months,  and 
on  December  i  Mrs.  J.  H.  Resor,  of  Canton,  was 
left  in  entire  charge,  with  one  assistant. 

Connecticut  P.  L,  Commission.     C:  D.  Hine, 


chairman  of  the  commission,  has  issued  circulars 
to  the  various  towns  of  the  state,  urging  that 
advantage  be  taken  of  the  state  law  of  1893, 
offering  $200  worth  of  books  to  any  town  voting 
an  equal  sum  for  the  establishment  of  a  public 
library.  During  1894  the  following  towns  took 
advantage  of  the  law  :  Seymour,  Wethersfield, 
Suffield,  Plainville,  Newington,  Scotland,  Dur- 
ham, Putnam,  Haddam,  and  Union. 

Decatur  (III.)  City  L.  The  library  has  issued 
a  supplement,  showing  that  6000  v.  have  been 
added  since  the  catalog  of  1892  was  issued. 

Elizabeth  (N.J.)  P.  L.  Added  300;  total  7086; 
issued  27,839.  The  falling  off  in  circulation  — 
which  in  1893  was  33,093  —  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  the  library  was  closed  for  alteration 
and  repair  from  July  28  to  Oct.  21. 

"  The  wisdom  of  issuing  teachers'  cards  has 
justified  itself  —  35  have  been  given  out,  33  are 
now  in  constant  use,  and  438  volumes  have  been 
drawn  on  these  cards  duting  the  year." 

All  of  the  additions  to  the  library  have  been 
gifts.  In  order  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  it  is  intended  to  raise  $250,  by 
10  subscriptions  of  $25  each.  A  part  of  this 
subscription  has  been  already  secured. 

FULLER,  H:  B.  The  Newberry  Library.  (In 
Harper's  Weekly,  D.  29,  '94.)  I  col. 

A  short  account  of  the  building,  accompanied 
by  a  page  of  illustrations,  showing  five  views  of 
the  interior  and  exterior. 

Galena  (III.)  P.  L.  The  new  library  building, 
given  to  Galena  by  B:  F.  Felt,  of  that  town, 
was  formally  presented  to  the  city  on  the  even- 
ing of  Jan.  2.  The  exercises,  consisting  of 
prayer,  music,  and  addresses,  were  largely  at- 
tended. Among  the  speakers  were  Dr.  Gunsau- 
lus,  of  Armour  Institute,  Chicago;  Rev.  W:  R. 
Lawrence,  J.  W.  Scott,  and  H.  H.  Kohlsaat.  all 
of  Chicago.  Mr.  Felt's  offer  to  the  town  and 
the  organization  of  the  library  have  already 
been  noted  in  these  columns.  (L.  J.,  19  :  390- 
9i.) 

ffopkinton  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  new  library 
building  was  dedicated  on  January  i.  The  ex- 
ercises were  held  in  the  town  hall,  which  was 
completely  filled. 

The  building  is  a  two-story  gothic  structure, 
33x60  feet,  built  of  Milford  granite  with  Nova 
Scotia  buff  trimmings.  On  the  south  wall  of 
the  vestibule  is  a  massive  bronze  memorial 
tablet,  inscribed  as  follows:  "The  sons  and 
daughters  of  Hopkinton,  who  have  built  this 
public  library,  place  therein  this  tablet  in 
grateful  remembrance  of  those  sons  of  Hop- 
kinton whose  names  are  inscribed  who  died  in 
the  service  of  the  country  in  that  war  which 
destroyed  slavery  and  preserved  the  union." 

Below  this  inscription  are  54  names  followed 
by  an  appropriate  quotation. 

The  first  floor  contains  the  reading-room, 
book-room,  and  shelf  alcoves,  with  a  capacity  of 
25,000  volumes,  the  libraiian's  quarters  and 
toilet-rooms.  The  walls  of  the  reading-room 
are  handsomely  tinted  and  frescoed, and  the  in- 
terior furnishings  are  entirely  of  quartered  oak. 
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The  second  floor  is  adapted  for  a  public  lect- 
ure-room, and  has  a  seating  capacity  for  150. 
The  building  is  heated  with  two  large  furnaces 
and  is  equipped  for  lighting  with  electricity. 

The  site  foi  the  library  was  given  by  Mrs. 
Sarah  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,  a  native  of  Hop- 
kinton.  Mr.  Sanford  Phipps,  of  the  firm  of  Loring 
&  Phipps,  architects,  Boston,  gave  the  plans  and 
specifications  and  supervised  the  construction. 
The  first  step  towards  the  library's  establishment 
was  made  by  J:  Quincy  Adams,  a  native  of  the 
town,  living  in  Wheaton,  111.,  who  subscribed 
$4000  on  condition  that  $10,000  more  be  raised 
for  the  purpose.  More  than  $17,000  was 
raised  among  others  interested. 

Kansat  State  Univ.,  Lawrence,  Kan.  The 
new  Spooner  library  building  was  formally  dedi- 
cated on  Oct.  to,  and  opened  for  the  use  of  the 
students.  The  exercises  were  attended  by 
prominent  men  from  many  states,  and  the 
dedication  address  was  read  by  Dr.  Cyrus  W. 
Northup,  president  of  the  University  of  Minne- 
sota. The  building  was  erected  from  the  be- 
quest of  $91,618,  left  to  the  university  in  1891 
by  W.  B.  Spooner,  of  Boston.  About  $15,000 
of  the  legacy  was  devoted  to  building  a  resi- 
dence for  the  president  of  the  university,  the 
rest  was  set  aside  as  a  library  building  fund. 
The  new  library  building  was  designed  by  archi- 
tects Van  Brunt  &  Howe,  of  Kansas  City.  It  is 
140  by  78  feet,  and  has  two  stories  and  a  base- 
ment in  the  form  of  a  T,  with  "  lean-tos  "  added 
on  each  side  of  the  main  building.  White  rock, 
with  facings  of  Colorado  sandstone,  are  the 
materials  used;  the  square  front  is  much  like 
that  of  the  new  Boston  Public  Library,  and  the 
front  entrance  is  Romanesque  in  style.  The 
fire-proof  stack,  25  feet  wide,  44  feet  long  and  45 
feet  high,  is  separated  from  the  main  building  by 
fire  walls  and  iron  doors.  The  front  entrance 
to  the  building  is  from  a  massive  portico  open- 
ing on  the  second  floor.  The  stairway,  leading 
to  the  third  floor  and  to  the  basement  below  are 
flanked  by  cloak-rooms,  the  newspaper-room, 
and  one  of  the  six  seminary  rooms  in  the  build- 
ing. The  reading-room,  commodious  and  well 
lighted,  is  modern  in  every  detail,  including 
reading-tables  and  deadened  floors;  it  is  lighted 
with  incandescent  electric  lamps,  furnished 
with  alcoves  for  private  study,  and  at  the  east 
end  are  the  librarian's  office  and  cataloger's 
rooms,  equipped  with  the  latest  devices  for  the 
quick  handling  of  the  100,000  books,  which  is  the 
capacity  of  the  five-story  fire-proof  book-stack 
that  faces  the  east  end  of  the  entire  structure. 
The  basement  is  entirely  aboveground,  and 
contains,  besides  the  large  storage-rooms,  quar- 
ters where  the  books  are  received,  invoiced,  and 
sent  up  to  the  catalogers  by  means  of  lifts. 
There  are  five  seminary  rooms  on  this  floor. 
The  third  floor  of  the  structure  is  taken  up  with 
a  banqueting-hall  with  the  necessary  adjuncts. 

Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  L.  The  library  is 
being  reclassified,  according  to  the  Cutter  "  ex- 
pansive "  system,  and  a  dictionary  card  catalog 
is  in  preparation.  Miss  Sanborn  received  per- 
mission to  inaugurate  these  changes  at  the  Sep- 
tem.b,er  meeting  of  th,e  board,  The  trustees 


have  also  voted  to  allow  teachers  to  take  out 
six  books  at  a  time  for  school-work. 

The  mayor,  in  his  inaugural  message  for  1895, 
says:  '  The  city  library,  under  the  progressive 
administration  of  Miss  Sanborn,  has  apparently 
entered  on  a  new  era  of  usefulness.  She  has 
inaugurated  many  reforms,  none  of  them,  per- 
haps, being  better  appreciated  than  the  purchase 
of  books  monthly,  instead  of  quarterly  orsemi- 
annually,  as  heretofore.  By  this  innovation  the 
popular  books  are  on  the  shelves  of  the  library 
ready  for  circulation  almost  as  quickly  as  they 
are  found  on  the  counters  of  the  booksellers 
themselves.  The  library  now  contains  38,351 
volumes,  there  having  been  added  during  the 
year  1147  new  books.  Miss  Sanborn  has  just  is- 
sued a  fiction  catalog,  containing  the  names  of 
between  6000  and  7000  volumes,  for  which  there 
was  a  pressing  demand,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  preparing  a  general  catalog  of  all  the  books  in 
the  library. 

"The  library  building  itself  needs  to  be  re- 
paired, and  if  the  structure  is  to  remain  where  it 
is  there  should  be  a  reading-room  added  to  it, 
in  order  to  popularize  it." 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  P.  L.  The  library  board 
has  adopted  two  recommendations  made  by  Miss 
West  in  her  annual  report,  submitted  in  Novem- 
ber. The  first  reduces  the  fines  imposed  for 
holding  books  over  time  from  three  cents  to  one 
cent  a  day;  it  is  thought  that  the  latter  charge, 
while  in  no  sense  a  burden,  is  yet  sufficient  to 
enforce  the  rule.  The  other  change  is  the  adop- 
tion of  the  two-books-on-a-card  plan,  which  it  is 
believed  will  increase  the  circulation  of  "  solid  " 
literature. 

New  Hampshire  State  L.,  Concord.  The  new 
state  library  building  was  dedicated  on  the  after- 
noon of  January  8,  before  a  large  audience,  includ- 
ing members  of  the  legislature  and  prominent 
citizens  from  all  sections  of  the  state.  Among 
the  speakers  were  C:  P.  Burns,  of  Wilton,  chair- 
man of  the  building  committee,  who  presented 
the  keys  and  building  to  the  governor;  Governor 
Buriel,  Senior  Associate  Justice  I.  W.  Smith,  and 
G:  C.  Gilmore,  president  of  the  library  trus- 
tees. President  W:  R.  Tucker,  of  Dartmouth, 
delivered  the  oration,  and  A.  R.  Spofford,  li- 
brarian of  the  Congressional  Library,  spoke  on 
"  The  world  of  books." 

New  Orleans,  La.  Howard  Memorial  L.  (6th 
rpt.)  Added  4007;  total  27,797.  Details  of 
use  for  the  year  are  not  given.  Of  the  total 
number  of  books  and  pamphlets  above  noted, 
about  1000  are  duplicates,  "  the  accumulation  of 
which  was  almost  unavoidable  during  the  early 
history  of  the  library.  During  the  ensuing  year 
it  is  expected  "that  most  of  them  will  pass  to  the 
shelves  of  other  libraries,  either  in  exchange 
or  as  conditional  donations,  subject  to  their  be- 
ing made  of  public  benefit. 

"The  most  important  donation  during  the 
year  has  been  that  of  a  large  number  of  books 
and  maps  and  valuable  bookcases  by  the  heirs 
of  Dr.  F.  M.  Bonzano,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Bonzano,  of  Philadelphia;  of  these  there  are 
already  accesgjoned  1354  volumes,  Many  books 
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and  pamphlets  are  still  undergoing  careful  ex- 
amination previous  to  entry. 

"  The  recommendations  of  the  librarian  last 
year  on  the  subject  of  lighting  has  been  partly 
carried  out  by  the  substitution  of  the  Welsbach 
incandescent  light  for  the  old  burners.  The  re- 
sult at  present  is  most  satisfactory. 

"  The  board-room  is  now  being  utilized  as  a 
meeting-place  for  two  literary  classes,  who  oc- 
cupy it  for  about  six  hours  a  week.  This  tends 
to  bring  many  to  the  library  who  would  be  other- 
wise unaware  of  its  value." 

New  York.  School  libraries.  Superintendent 
Jasper,  of  the  board  of  education,  has  recently 
developed  plans  for  the  establishment  of  school 
libraries  in  the  various  city  schools.  The  nucleus 
for  these  libraries  was  formed  in  1894,  when  the 
city  received  $15,000  of  the  $55,000  appropriated 
for  school  libraries.  To  this  the  city  added 
$15,000,  and  the  whole  $30,000  was  divided 
among  the  schools  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  teachers  in  each  building,  allowing  about  $6 
to  each  teacher.  This  effects  a  rather  arbitrary 
distinction,  as  a  school  with  two  teachers  has 
but  $12  to  invest,  while  a  large  school,  with 
say  50  teachers,  receives  $300.  Two  lists  of 
books  have  been  prepared.  The  first  comprises 
the  essentials  —  books  to  be  purchased  by  each 
school  as  fast  as  practicable — viz.:  dictionaries, 
cyclopaedias,  gazetteers,  etc.,  with  a  few  stand- 
ard American  and  English  poets,  and  a  set  of 
Shakespeare.  The  second  list  contains  such 
books  as  "American  patriotic  selections," 
"  Dictionary  of  phrase  and  fable,"  "The  first 
book  of  knowledge,"  "  The  senses  and  the  will," 
Compayre's  "  History  of  pedagogy,"  "  How  to 
know  the  wild  flowers,"  etc. 

New  York.  THE  ASTOR  LIBRARY.  (InN.Y. 
Tribune,  D.  8,  '94.)  2  col. 

An  exposition  of  the  library's  rules,  the 
conditions  for  its  regulation  imposed  by  its 
founder,  and  its  working  methods,  with  sugges- 
tions for  alteration  and  improvement. 

New  York.  University  of  City  of  N.  Y. 
The  Lagarde  Semitic  library,  purchased  two 
years  ago  for  the  university  library,  is  now  es- 
tablished as  a  separate  departmental  library, 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Prof.  J:  D.  Prince,- 
professor  of  Semitics.  Plans  for  a  new  library 
building  are  in  preparation  by  Stanford  White, 
supervising  architect  of  the  new  site  of  the 
university.  The  building,  when  completed,  is 
to  serve  as  the  home  of  the  college  library 
proper,  and  also  for  a  reference  and  circulating 
library  which  it  is  intended  to  establish  for  the 
benefit  of  the  northern  wards  of  the  city,  where 
the  new  building  will  be  situated. 

Newark  (N.  J.)  P.  L.  At  the  November 
meeting  of  the  library  board  it  was  decided  to 
re-establish  sub-stations  in  six  different  parts  of 
the  city.  The  stations  are  located  in  drug-stores, 
and  it  was  decided  that  where  the  maximum 
price  paid  to  the  store-keepers  for  the  privilege 
exceeded  $5  a  month  at  the  rate  of  one  cent  a 
volume,  half  a  cent  a  volume  should  be  paid. 

The  contract  for  carting  the  books  to  and  from 
the  library  was  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder — at 
$19  a  week.  The  approximate  cost  will  be  for 


a  year,  $1448,  estimating  the  delivery  of  36,000 
volumes  at  one  cent  a  volume. 

Northampton,  Mass.  Forbes  L.  In  the  three 
months  ending  December  31,  1894,  the  library 
has  received  12,326  vols.,  of  which  2529  came 
by  bequests  and  gifts,  and  9797  by  purchase, 
costing  about  $12,700,  that  is,  $1.30  per  vol- 
ume. 2133  volumes  are  classified  and  cata- 
loged by  authors;  5917  are  ready  for  issue  except 
the  classifying  and  cataloging;  4106  are  in 
boxes  or  just  unpacked. 

It  takes  the  whole  time  of  the  four  assistants 
to  deal  with  the  books  as  they  come  in,  and  i* 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  attend  to  the 
wants  of  a  public  that  was  consulting  and  bor- 
rowing books.  The  library,  therefore,  has  not 
been  opened  for  circulation. 

Philadelphia.  Evening  Home  and  L.  Assoc. 
On  November  10  the  corner-stone  of  the  new 
building  of  the  Evening  Home  and  Library  As- 
sociation was  laid  with  appropriate  exercises. 
The  association  has  existed  since  its  organiza- 
tion under  the  auspices  of  the  First  Unitarian 
Church;  it  is  intended  to  offer  a  pleasant  and 
helpful  gathering-place  for  boys  and  young 
men.  The  new  building  will  contain  a  hall  for 
entertainments,  a  library,  reading-rooms  for  men 
and  boys,  a  coffee-room,  class-rooms,  and  possi- 
bly a  dormitory. 

Philadelphia  F.  L.  The  Free  Library  of 
Philadelphia,  established  by  the  Pepper  bequest 
and  located  in  the  city  hall,  has  practically  been 
made  a  municipal  organization  by  the  action  of 
the  city  councils  in  December.  The  councils 
passed  two  ordinances,  the  first  accepting  for  the 
city  the  14,356  v.  contained  in  the  library,  the 
second  creating  a  commission  to  manage  the  li- 
brary, and  appropriating  $25,000  for  its  support 
during  1895.  The  trustees  named  in  the  ordi- 
nance are  the  mayor  and  presidents  of  both 
branches  of  councils,  a  citizen  to  be  elected  by 
each  branch  of  councils  and  the  following  gentle- 
men :  Dr.  W:  Pepper,  R.  H.  Bayard  Bowie,  G: 
Tucker  Bispham,  S:  Wagner,  J.  Parker  Norris, 
Eugene  Delano,  W:  Platt  Pepper,  David  Pepper, 
Isaac  Norris,  G:  B.  Roberts,  Clarence  H.  Clark, 
S:  R.  Shipley,  T:  L.  Montgomery,  T:  Dolan, 
and  W:  J.  Latta.  Vacancies  are  to  be  filled  by 
the  board  and  the  mayor  alternately.  This 
seems  to  be  a  first  step  toward  the  consolidation 
of  the  library  with  the  several  free  libraries  es- 
tablished by  the  board  of  education.  As  the 
rooms  in  the  city  hall  are  too  small,  and  are  also 
needed  by  the  citv  authorities,  the  library  is  to 
be  removed  to  "  Egyptian  hall,"  near  its  present 
site.  In  the  new  quarters  there  will  be  a  library- 
room  100x60,  a  board-room,  and  a  librarian's 
office,  the  floor  space  being  more  than  double 
that  formerly  available.  The  hall  will  be  di- 
vided into  three  divisions.  The  largest,  with  a 
depth  of  50  feet,  will  be  devoted  to  the  gen- 
eral books,  to  the  public,  and  to  receiving  and 
giving  out  books.  The  next,  30  feet  in  depth, 
will  be  converted  into  a  reading-room,  with 
closed  cases,  in  which  can  be  stored  books  to  be 
kept  carefully.  Then  will  come  a  room  20  feet 
deep,  which  will  be  set  aside  for  the  catalogers 
and  otUcr  employ^  of  tbc  library.  All  tbe§o 
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rooms  will  be  lined  with  bookcases,  and  stacks 
will  be  added  by  degrees. 

The  library  has  at  present  about  20,000  vol- 
umes, but  the  number  will  be  very  largely  in- 
creased during  the  next  four  or  five  months,  and 
the  shelving,  to  be  at  once  provided,  will  ac- 
commodate about  50,000  volumes.  The  arrange- 
ments are  being  so  carried  out  that  probably,  if 
necessity  arose,  100,000  volumes  could  be 
stored  in  the  library. 

Philadelphia  P.  Ls.  The  liberal  policy  of  the 
city  council  in  appropriating  for  1895  $50,000  to 
the  board  of  education  for  its  branch  libraries, 
may  be  taken  as  definitely  marking  the  success 
of  the  free  library  movement  in  Philadelphia. 
The  appropriation  is  an  increase  of  $25,000  over 
that  allowed  for  1894,  and  will  enable  the  board  to 
establish  two  more  branch  libraries  during  the 
next  few  months.  It  has  already  been  decided 
that  one  of  these  branches  shall  be  located  in  the 
West  Philadelphia  Institute,  at4Othand  Ludlow 
streets,  where  there  is  already  a  small  library  be- 
longing to  the  Young  Men's  Institute.  It  is  the 
intention  of  Chairman  H:  R.  Edmunds,  of  the 
board  of  education's  public  libraries  committee, 
to  add  10,000  books  to  this  collection,  and  to 
open  the  new  library  in  the  spring.  The  other 
branch  will  probably  be  opened  in  Germantown. 

The  growth  of  the  free  libraries  established 
by  the  board  of  education  has  been  remarkable. 
The  first  was  organized  in  1892,  when  an  ap- 
propriation of  $15,000  was  made  to  the  board, 
with  which  Branch  No.  i  was  established. 
This  was  followed  by  $25,000  in  1893,  and  the 
same  amount  in  1894,  with  which  branches  have 
been  opened  at  Roxborough,  Broad  and  Federal 
streets,  and  Frankford  avenue  and  Norris  street. 
With  this  small  sum  —  $65,000 — 41,000  volumes 
have  been  collected  in  the  three  years,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  four  libraries,  which  require 
28  librarians  and  assistants,  have  been  met. 
There  are  over  26,000  registered  borrowers,  and 
the  circulation  for  1894  was  525,438  volumes,  an 
increase  of  335,916  over  the  record  of  1893. 

The  four  libraries  that  have  already  been  es- 
tablished have  become  so  popular  that  the 
rooms  are  not  large  enough  to  comfortably 
accommodate  the  very  large  number  of  persons 
using  them.  At  Branch  i  (Wagner  Institute) 
1825  volumes  were  issued  on  Saturday,  Nov. 
24,  and  this  was  only  a  slight  increase  over  the 
record  of  other  Saturdays.  The  total  circula- 
tion for  the  year  was  224,130  v.  This  is  an  in- 
crease of  79,000  v.  over  the  record  of  last 
year.  There  are  14,800  names  registered  as 
cardholders,  and  the  number  of  v.  cataloged  is 
1 5.679.  All  the  work  of  the  branch  is  done  in  one 
room  25  x  70  ft.  The  circulation  at  the  other 
branches  for  1894  is:  Branch  2,  26,290 v.;  Branch 
3,  80,637  v.  ;  Branch  4,  71,510  v.  Branch 
4  was  opened  in  March  and  Branch  3  in  May. 

Providence  (R.  /.)  P.  L.  By  Nov.  i,  the  date 
by  which  plans  for  the  new  library  building  were 
to  be  submitted  to  the  committee,  that  body  had 
received  nine  sets  of  plans  from  local  architects, 
which  were  forwarded  to  the  consulting  archi- 
tect, Prof.  W:  R.  Ware,  of  Columbia  College, 
to  be  examined  and  reported  on. 


Rindge,  N.  H.  Ingalls  Memorial  L.  On 
Dec.  17  the  Ingalls  Memorial  Library,  given  to 
Rindge  by  the  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace,  of  Fitch- 
burg,  was  formally  made  over  to  the  selectmen 
of  the  town.  The  offer  of  the  library  was  made 
in  June,  1894,  when  Mr.  Wallace  offered  to 
build  on  a  site  belonging  to  him,  "  a  good  sub- 
stantial building,  complete  in  all  particulars,  to 
be  used  for  a  free  public  library  and  reading- 
rooms,  to  be  called  the  '  Ingalls  memorial  li- 
brary,' to  cost  not  less  than  $5000,"  and  to  give 
"a  deed  of  the  building  and  land  to  the 
town  of  Rindge,  on  condition  that  the  sum  of 
$500  be  raised  and  expended  within  one  year 
after  the  completion  of  the  building  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  and  also  that  the  sum  of  $1000 
be  raised,  to  be  kept  as  a  permanent  fund,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  used  annually  for  the 
purchase  of  books,  or  for  the  care  of  the  library, 
as  the  trustees  each  year  may  deem  best."  The 
proposition  was  at  once  accepted  by  the  town, 
and  appropriations  were  made  in  accordance 
with  Mr.  Wallace's  request.  The  building  was 
completed  in  December,  1894,  and  was  made  over 
to  the  town  furnished  and  equipped  in  every  de- 
tail, even  to  a  supply  of  coal  for  the  coming 
year.  The  deed  to  the  town  was  accompanied 
by  a  check  for  $1000  to  be  invested,  and  the 
income  devoted  to  caring  for  the  building,  and  a 
check  for  $500  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  The  dedication  of  the  building  has  been 
postponed  until  next  summer.  Mr.  Ingalls,  of 
whom  the  library  is  a  memorial,  was  the  father- 
in-law  of  Mr.  Wallace. 

The  library  building  is  40  x  47  feet,  of  the 
modern  Romanesque  style  of  architecture  ;  it  is 
built  of  pressed  brick  and  sandstone,  with  gran- 
ite underpinning,  immediately  surmounting 
which  is  a  course  of  sandstone  ashlar  work  three 
feet  high,  capped  by  a  nine-inch  water-table  of 
the  same  stone.  Access  to  the  building  is 
through  a  handsomely  carved  archway,  nine 
feet  wide.  The  vestibule  is  four  by  10  feet,  the 
waiting-room  10  by  13^,  directly  in  front  of 
which  is  the  delivery-desk,  with  the  book-room 
beyond,  which  is  19  by  32^  feet,  and  capable 
of  accommodating  about  8500  books.  On  the 
right  of  the  waiting-room  is  the  art-room,  12^ 
by  21  feet,  and  on  the  left  the  reading-room,  of 
the  same  dimensions,  both  connected  with  the 
waiting-room  by  sliding  doors.  Both  rooms 
have  open  fireplaces.  The  attic  is  well  lighted, 
and  can  at  any  time  be  finished  into  a  hall. 
The  finish  in  the  book-room  is  western  ash,  all 
the  rest  of  the  first  floor  being  quartered  oak, 
with  the  exception  of  the  vestibule,  which  is 
wainscoted  to  the  height  of  three  feet  with 
marble,  and  has  a  tiled  floor.  The  attic  is  fin- 
ished in  white  wood. 

The  ground  around  the  building  has  been 
graded,  and  a  substantial  wall  of  rough  field- 
stone  built. 

This  is  the  second  library  established  by  Mr. 
Wallace,  the  handsome  library  and  art  building 
in  Fitchburg  bearing  his  name. 

The  Ingalls  library  has  also  received  a  check 
of  $500  from  Mrs.  N.  J.  Bigelow,  to  create  a 
fund  in  memory  of  her  father,  Marshall  P. 
Wilder. 
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Seattle  (Wash.}  P.  L.  A  public  subscription, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  library's  in- 
debtedness of  $1000,  was  recently  started  and 
carried  to  a  successful  conclusion.  The  debt 
was  incurred  in  supplying  furnishings  for  the 
library's  new  quarters,  and  at  one  time  it  was 
feared  that  the  library  would  be  forced  to  sus- 
pend, A  subscription  was  promptly  opened  by 
the  local  dailies,  and  a  sufficient  fund  was  soon 
secured,  by  small  contributions,  to  pay  off  the 
claims. 

South  Orange  (N.  J.)  F.  L.  Eugene  F.  Con- 
nett,  president  of  the  village  board  of  trustees, 
has  given  a  fine  lot  of  land,  50  by  about  125  feet, 
for  the  erection  of  a  library  building  for  the 
South  Orange  Free  Library,  the  building  to  cost 
about  $7500.  Mr.  Henry  A.  Page,  another 
wealthy  resident  ofthe  vicinity,  has  signified 
his  willingness  to  give  $1000  toward  the 
building,  provided  the  balance  necessary  shall 
be  secured  without  placing  a  mortgage  on 
the  building.  Some  two  months  previous 
to  this,  what  may  be  called  the  real  nucleus 
of  the  building  fund  was  created  by  the  efforts 
of  five  little  girls,  aged  about  12  to  14,  who  held 
a  fair  and  sent  the  proceeds,  $40,  to  the  treas- 
urer of  the  library,  "  to  be  devoted  to  the  build- 
Ing  fund,"  not  then  existing. 

Southampton  (L.  7.)  P.  L.  The  sum  of  $5000 
has  already  been  subscribed  toward  a  public  li- 
brary building.  It  is  hoped  that  at  least  $15,000 
can  be  raised. 

Superior  (Wis.)  P.  L.  The  "citizens'  com- 
mittee on  retrenchment "  has  made  the  follow- 
ing recommendation  in  its  report  submitted  to 
the  city  council  : 

"  That  Superior  Public  Library  be  reduced 
from  $5000  to  $2500. 

"  To  permit  of  this  reduction  we  suggest  that 
the  library  board  dispense  with  the  service  of 
one  assistant  and  all  distributing  offices  and  ex- 
penses connected  therewith  ;  that  they  reduce 
the  salary  of  the  librarian  to  $40  per  month  and 
the  rent  of  the  library  to  the  same  figure  ;  that 
they  also  reduce  the  amount  of  reading-matter 
in  the  reading-room,  thus  curtailing  the  expenses 
of  subscriptions  to  magazines  and  weekly  and 
daily  papers,  and  that  they  close  the  library  from 
5  to  7  p.m.  and  open  it  from  7  to  9  p.m.,  thus 
reducing  the  expense  of  light.  With  these  re- 
ductions, $2500  will  be  ample,  and  as  the  library 
may  be  considered  more  or  less  of  a  luxury,  we 
believe  the  reductions  recommended  should 
certainly  be  made."  This  recommendation,  to- 
gether with  the  others  contained  in  the  report, 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Tacoma  (Wash.}  City  L.  A  four-months' 
course  of  Friday  evening  lectures  is  being  con- 
ducted under  the  auspices  of  the  library  board. 
There  are  12  lectures  in  the  course,  and  sea- 
son tickets  are  sold  at  ft  ;  single  tickets,  for 
adults,  are  25  cents,  or  a  book  ;  for  children,  10 
cents,  or  a  book.  The  lectures  are  by  different 
persons,  and  cover  history,  literature,  and  travel. 

Jewksbury  (Mass.)  P.  L.    The  library  was  re- 


opened on  Dec.  15,  in  its  new  quarters,  and  an 
informal  reception  was  held.  The  new  library 
rooms  are  not  only  far  more  convenient  and 
spacious,  but  have  been  attractively  decorated 
and  fitted  up. 

Washington,  D.  C.  Congressional  L.  Mr. 
Spofford  believes  that  the  new  library  building 
will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  summer  of 
1896,  and  that  the  library  could  probably  be  re- 
moved from  its  present  quarters  by  the  middle 
of  that  year. 

The  work  on  the  building  is  being  pressed  for- 
ward with  all  possible  speed,  about  400  men  being 
employed  upon  it.  The  principal  work  now  in 
progress  is  on  the  marble  finishing  of  the  interior 
of  the  building  ;  the  marble-work  on  the  rotun- 
da or  main  reading-room  of  the  library  is  almost 
complete,  but  work  on  the  hall  of  the  main  stair- 
way has  not  progressed  so  far.  These  two  apart- 
ments adjoin,  and  enough  has  been  done  on  both 
to  justify  the  prediction  that  the  effect  will  be 
equal  to  the  highest  expectations  of  the  designers. 
The  hall  will  be  finished  in  Italian  marble  ;  in 
the  elaborate  reading-room  there  is  a  comingling 
of  Numidian,  Sienna,  and  Tennessee  marble. 
The  African  stone  is  used  for  the  pillars  and 
pilasters,  the  Sienna  for  the  screens  and  galleries 
and  the  American  for  bases  only.  The  marble- 
work  in  the  entire  building  will  cost  $6co,ooo. 

Besides  the  series  of  nine  colossal  granite 
busts,  which  will  form  a  part  of  the  exterior  dec- 
oration of  the  library,  there  are  to  be  various 
other  important  decorations  for  the  interior  of  the 
building  in  the  line  of  statuary.  General  T:  L. 
Casey,  chief  of  engineers,  desires  to  have  the 
reading-room,  a  grand  octagonal  hall,  suitably 
provided  with  works  of  art,  and  especially  with 
statuary  by  American  artists  ;  and  for  a  year  he 
has  been  in  consultation  with  the  National  Sculp- 
ture Society  with  reference  to  this  matter.  With 
the  advice  of  three  of  the  sculptors —  Augustus 
St.  Gaudens,  J.  Q.  A.  Ward,  and  Olin  L.  Warner 
— he  has  already  outlined  the  scheme  and  given 
out  some  of  the  commissions.  In  each  of  the 
eight  corners  of  the  room  a  colossal  statue  will 
stand, representing  Art,  Religion,  Law,  Science. 
Philosophy,  History,  Commerce,  and  Poetry. 
With  each  of  these  colossal  statues  will  go  two 
smaller  statues  —  Michaelangelo  and  Beethoven 
with  Art,  Moses  and  St.  Paul  with  Religion,  and 
so  on.  This  plan  contemplates  giving  Amer- 
ican artists  an  unprecedented  opportunity  to 
display  their  capacity  both  in  ideal  and  portrait 
figures. 

FOREIGN. 

Belfast  (Irel.)  F.  P.  L.  (6th  rpt.)  Additions 
not  given  ;  total,  lending  1.  16,305  v. ,  ref.  1. 
15.478  ;  issued,  home  use  213,402  (fict.  63.37  %), 
turnover  of  stock  13.08  ;  issued,  ref.  use  40,060. 
Visitors  to  news-rooms,  780,257  ;  no.  cardholders 
7099. 

Bradford  (Eng. )  P.  F.  Ls.  (24th  rpt. )  Added 
3192  ;  total  75,191.  Issued  555,050  (fict.  and 
"  general  literature"  444,974),  a  net  Increase  of 
33,204  over  previous  year.  No.  visits  859.184. 
During  the  year  10,610  borrowers  have  been 
registered,  of  whom  4550  were  females.  "  In 
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this  connection  it  is  noticeable  that  a  gradual 
increase  is  taking  place  in  the  proportion  of 
female  borrowers,  which  is  now  four-tenths  of 
the  total  number.  In  1882,  when  a  separate 
record  was  first  taken,  the  proportion  was  only 
as  one  is  to  three."  Receipts,  .£5772.15.1  ;  ex- 
penses £5811. 15.0;  leaving  a  deficit  of  ^39.9.11. 

Manchester  (Eng.)  P.  JF.  Ls.  (42d  rpt. )  Added 
17,460  ;  total  250,503.  No.  visitors,  5,837,316; 
no.  visitors  to  the  15  news-rooms,  4,115,565. 
Total  no.  cardholders  49,749.  The  lending  de- 
partment consists  of  ii  libraries,  from  which 
975.944  v-  have  been  issued  for  home  use. 
The  total  issue  of  books,  for  home  reading 
and  reference  use,  is  1,914,503;  but  19  books 
were  lost  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  three  new  branches  were 
opened.  The  library  organization  now  consists 
of  the  main  reference  library,  n  branch  libra- 
ries, and  four  reading-rooms. 

Windsor  (Ontario,  Can.)  P.  L.  The  new  pub- 
lic library  of  Windsor  was  opened  on  the  even- 
ing of  December  4,  when  an  informal  recep- 
tion was  held  ;  about  600  persons  visited  and 
inspected  the  library.  The  town  has  about 
15,000  inhabitants.  The  trustees  in  charge  of 
the  establishment  of  the  library  have  had  the 
assistance  and  advice  of  Mr.  Utley,  of  the  De- 
troit Public  Library.  The  library  is  organized 
under  the  general  library  law  of  Canada,  and 
gets  a  bonus  from  the  government. 

It  is  quartered  in  an  old  church,  near  the  post- 
office,  in  a  central  location.  2600  v.  are  now 
on  the  shelves,  and  when  all  the  books  ordered 
are  received  the  library  will  have  about  3400  v. 


librarians. 


ALLAN,  Miss  Jessie,  librarian  of  the  Omaha 
Public  Library,  will  spend  the  winter  and  early 
spring  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

CHASE,  Miss  Florence  P.,  formerly  cataloger 
at  the  Public  Library  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
has  accepted  a  position  as  assistant  cataloger  in 
the  Public  Library  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

CLARK,  G:  T:,  assistant  librarian  of  the  Cali- 
fornia State  Library,  has  been  appointed  libra- 
rian of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  suc- 
ceeding Mr.  Cheney.  Mr.  Clark  was  born  in 
San  Francisco  in  1862,  and  graduated  from 
the  State  University  in  1886.  He  has  been 
assistant  state  librarian  since  1887.  Mr.  Clark 
assumed  his  new  duties  on  Dec.  i. 

CLARKE,  Miss  Edith  E.  The  Chicago  Inter- 
Ocean  says :  "  In  the  various  notices  that  have 
been  given  of  the  Newberry  Library  the  impor- 
tant work  of  Miss  Edith  E.  Clarke,  who  has 
been  since  Aug.  i,  1890,  the  head  of  the  cata- 
loging department,  has  been  overlooked.  The 
post  is  second  only  to  that  of  the  librarian,  and 
Miss  Clarke  has  discharged  her  difficult  duty  in 
a  highly  creditable  manner.  She  came  to  Chi- 
cago from  Columbia  College  Library,  where  she 
filled  a  similar  position.  She  graduated  from 
Syracuse  University  with  the  degree  of  Ph.B., 


and  after  teaching  for  a  short  time  entered  the 
New  York  State  Library  School,  then  connected 
with  Columbia  College,  from  which  she  also 
graduated.  She  was  immediately  appointed  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  loss  of  the  head  of 
the  cataloging  department  of  the  school,  subse- 
quently occupying  that  position  in  the  Newberry 
Library.  Here  Miss  Clarke  has  had  10  assist- 
ants working  under  her  direction,  and  she  is 
known  to  librarians  throughout  the  country  as 
one  of  the  most  competent  women  in  her  line  of 
work.  Miss  Clarke  will  sever  her  connection 
with  the  Newberry  Library  this  month  [Decem- 
ber], Several  desirable  positions  have  been  of- 
fered her,  some  one  of  which  she  will  accept. 
Miss  Clarke's  place  has  been  filled  by  Mr.  Ru- 
dolph, who  has  been  associated  with  Mr.  John 
Vance  Cheney  in  San  Francisco." 

GIFFORD,  W:  L.  R.,  assistant  librarian  of  the 
New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library,  has 
been  appointed  librarian  of  the  Cambridge 
(Mass.)  Free  Public  Library,  succeeding  the  late 
Miss  A.  L.  Hayward.  Mr.  Gifford  was  born  in 
New  Bedford,  Nov.  5,  1862,  and  graduated  from 
Harvard  in  1884.  Shortly  before  graduation  he 
was  elected  assistant  librarian  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Public  Library,  a  position  he  has  since 
held.  Although  he  has  had  some  general  over- 
sight of  the  library,  and  has  done  more  or  less 
purchasing,  his  work  has  been  specially  in  the 
cataloging  department,  of  which  he  has  had  full 
charge.  In  addition  to  his  regular  library  work, 
in  1892  he  purchased  the  books  for  the  Millicent 
Library — about  8500  v.  —  given  to  Fairhaven, 
Mass.,  by  the  children  of  H.  H.  Rogers,  of  New 
York. 

GREEN,  S:  Swett.  Mr.  Green's  portrait  (full 
length)  has  just  been  presented  to  the  library  by 
20  or  25  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Wor- 
cester ;  the  directors  have  accepted  it,  and  are 
to  place  it  permanently  on  the  walls  of  the 
library  building.  The  governor  hasreappointed 
Mr.  Green  on  the  Free  Public  Library  Commis- 
sion for  Massachusetts  for  five  years. 

HUGHES,  Mrs.  Sarah  Morgan,  has  been  elected 
assistant  librarian  of  the  Terre  Haute  (Ind.) 
Public  Library,  to  succeed  Miss  Lucy  Wonner, 
resigned. 

LICHTENSTEIN,  Joy,  who  has  for  many  years 
had  charge  of  the  reference-room  of  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library,  has  been  appointed 
assistant  librarian  in  that  library,  succeeding 
Mr.  Rudolph,  who  has  accompanied  Mr.  Cheney 
to  the  Newberry  Library. 

PLUMMER,  Miss  Mary  W.  The  following  item 
appeared  in  La  Nazione,  of  Florence,  for  Oct.  25, 
1894  :  "  There  has  been  for  some  days  in  our 
city  Miss  Mary  Wright  Plummer,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  American  librarians.  Miss 
Plummer  directs  with  great  success  the  library 
of  the  Pratt  Institute  of  New  York,  and  she  has 
had  from  the  beginning  the  honorary  positions 
of  secretary  of  the  Library  Association  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Librarians'  Club.  She  has 
taken  active  part  in  all  the  congresses  of  the 
Association  of  American  Librarians,  and  is  the 
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bibliographical  conductor  of  the  Library  School 
of  Pratt  Institute.  She  has  come  to  Europe  to 
study  our  library  system  and  to  attend  the  lect- 
ures on  library  economy  which  will  be  given 
next  year  at  the  University  of  Gottingen  by 
Prof.  Dziatzko.  Yesterday  her  Italian  col- 
leagues had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  her  at  a 
tea,  graciously  and  pleasantly  offered  to  her  by 
Slgnora  Sacconi-Ricci,  who  worthily  represents 
in  Florence  the  best  class  of  Italian  librarians." 

RUDOLPH,  Alexander  J.,  formerly  assistant 
librarian  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  is 
now  first  assistant  and  head  cataloger  at  the 
Newberry  Library,  where  he  has  accompanied 
Mr.  Cheney. 

SMITH,  Miss  Lucy  Toulmin,  daughter  of  the 
historian  of  English  guilds,  and  well  known  her- 
self for  her  antiquarian  studies,  has  been  ap- 
pointed librarian  of  Manchester  College,  Oxford. 

SUTERMEISTER  ,  Miss  Louise  M.,  cataloger  of 
the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Eau  Claire  (Wis.) 
Public  Library,  and  entered  upon  her  new 
duties  in  December.  Miss  Sutermeister  is  a 
graduate  of  the  New  York  Library  School,  class 
of  '90,  and  was  cataloger  at  Wellesley  College 
Library  before  she  accepted  the  position  with 
the  Library  Company,  which  she  has  held  since 
Oct.,  1893. 

WHITAKER,  Alfred  E.,  has  succeeded  the  late 
Dr.  C:  E.  Lowrey  as  librarian  of  the  University 
of  Colorado,  at  Boulder. 


Cataloging  anb  (Classification. 

BOSTON  (Mass.)  P.  L.    Catalogue  of  the  books 
relating  to  architecture,  construction  and  dec- 
oration in  the  public  library.     Nov.  i,  1894  ; 
with  an  appendix.     Subject  catalogue,  no.  10. 
Boston,  1894.     150  p.  O. 
A  classed  catalogue, 'comprehensive,  and  cov- 
ering almost  every  branch  of  the  subject ;   it 
is,  in  fact,  an  excellent  bibliography  of  archi- 
tecture and  allied  subjects. 

BROOKLYN  (A^.  Y.)  L.  BULLETIN.  No.  33,  Dec. 
I,  1884.     List  of  books  added.     24  p.  O. 

CLERKENWELL  (Eng.)  P.  L.  Quarterly  guide  for 
readers,  v.  i,  no.  2.  Oct.,  1894.  48  p.  S. 
A  very  useful  little  handbook,  fully  deserving 
the  name  "  guide."  It  is  specially  intended  to 
aid  readers  in  selecting  their  own  books  accord- 
ing to  the  "  open  library  "  system  now  practised 
in  Clerkenwell.  It  contains  "  rules  and  hints  " 
as  to  the  selection  of  books;  lists  of  additions  to 
the  lending  and  reference  libraries  ;  "  notes  and 
news,"  chiefly  concerning  the  new  free  access 
method;  and  —  a  useful  feature  —  a  short  list  of 
"London  libraries  open  to  all,"  intended  to 
serve  readers  "who  find  the  resources  of  the 
Clerkenwell  library  inadequate." 

THE  Open  Shelf  (Cleveland    P.  L.)  contains, 
in   its    November  issue,   a  short    selection    of 


kindergarten  literature,  by  Miss  Angeline 
Brooks,  kindergarten  director,  Teachers'  Col- 
lege, New  York.  (22  titles.) 

DREXEL  INSTITUTE,  Philadelphia.     Library  de- 
partment.    Reference   lists  :   no.  i,  Costume, 
dress,  and  needlework.    Nov.,  1894.    i6p.  O. 
Prefaced  by  suggestions  as  to  a  brief  course 
of  reading  on  the  subjects  treated.     The  lists 
are  classed,  and  excellently  annotated. 

LANCASTER  (Mass.)  TOWN  L.  Farmer's  class 
list :  a  selection  of  books  on  agriculture,  do- 
mestic economy,  and  allied  arts.  16  p.  O. 

MACMILLAN  &  BOWES,  Cambridge,  Eng.,  have 
issued  an  exhaustive  "Index"  to  their  "Cata- 
logue of  books  printed  at  or  relating  to  Cam- 
bridge." The  index  is  by  Ernest  Worman, 
and  is  a  careful  and  elaborate  piece  of  work. 
68  p.  O. 

MERCANTILE  L.  of  New  York.  Bulletin  of 
new  books,  no.  15.  Oct.,  1894.  58  p.  O. 

NEW  HAVEN  (Cf.)  F.  P.  L.  Bulletin,  October, 
1894  :  classified  list  of  books  recently  added. 
8  p.  O. 

NORTH  ADAMS  (Mass.)  P.  L.  Second  supple- 
ment to  the  catalogue  ;  containing  a  list  of 
the  books  added  since  1889.  North  Adams, 
1894.  62  p.  1.  O. 

Class  list,  followed  by  author-list ;  subject  in- 
dex appended.  Title-a-line;  no  imprint.  The 
entries  are  of  the  briefest.  Single  initials  only 
are  given,  and  in  some  cases  surnames  alone. 

THE  Library  Newsletter  (Osterhout  F.  L., 
Wilkesbarre)  contains  in  its  November  num- 
ber a  good  classed  Hst  of  books  on  China,  Japan, 
and  Korea.  The  December  issue  is  a  "  Holmes 
number,"  giving  a  sketch  of  the  "autocrat's" 
life,  and  short  lists  of  books  and  articles  by  and 
about  him. 

The  SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  No- 
vember, 1894,  contains  a  good  classed  reading 
list  on  the  "Constitution  of  the  U.  S. ; "  the 
December  issue  has  a  list  devoted  to  "  Russia," 
classed  under  history,  biography,  nihilism,  re- 
ligion, and  kindred  subjects. 

SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.     Sixth  supplement  to  the 

finding  list.    October,  1894.     60  p.  O. 

Contains  the  additions  from  Oct.,  1893,  to 
Sept. ,  1894,  and  is  arranged  in  four  divisions: 
index  of  subjects;  classed  list;  title  list  of  fiction; 
author  list.  Similar  in  plan  to  previous  finding 
lists. 
SCRANTON  (Pa.)  P.  L.  First  supplement  to 

the  finding  list  of  the  circulating  department; 

with  author  list  for  the  entire  library.  August, 

1894.     46+182  p.  O. 

The  "  first  supplement"  is  a  class  Hst  record- 
ing the  2300  v.  (except  fiction)  added  to  the 
circulating  department  of  the  library  from 
March  i,  1893,  to  Aug.  31,  1894.  The  author 
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list,  separately  issued,  tho  here  bound  together, 
covers  all  the  books  in  the  library  (about  22,000). 
The  entries  are  brief,  generally  titlc-a-line  ; 
dates  are  given,  but  no  imprint  data. 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mass.)  L.  BULLETIN  for 
December,  1894,  contains  a  "selected  list  of 
books  relating  to  the  Civil  War  in  the  United 
States,"  juvenile  books  being  indicated  by  a 
dagger  prefixed  to  the  call-number. 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE,  Washing- 
ton. Library  bulletin,  Dec.,  1894.  Accessions 
of  the  department  library,  July"-  October, 
1894.  10  p.  1.  O. 

CHANGED     TITLES. 

THERE  are  two  different  translations  of  Frederic 
Masson's  new  work  on  Napoleon.  One  transla- 
tion is  published  by  Heinemann  of  London, 
under  the  title  "Napoleon  and  the  fair  sex," 
and  Lippincott  is  the  American  agent.  The 
other  translation  is  published  by  the  Merriam 
Co.,  and  is  called  "  Napoleon,  lover  and  friend." 
— MARY  MEDLICOTT. 

FULL  NAMES. 

Salt,  H:  Stephens.  W:  E.  Foster  sends  the 
following  extract  from  a  communication  from 
H.  S.  Salt,  author  of  "Animal's  right  considered 
in  relation  to  social  progress":  "By  some 
extraordinary  error  I  am  entered  as  Harris 
Shirley  Salt  in  Allibone.  The  name  is  Henry 
Stephens  Salt.  —  H.  S.  Salt." 


ALLEN,  C:  Dexter.  American  book-plates  :  a 
guide  to  their  study,  with  examples  ;  with  a 
bibliography  by  Eben  Newell  Hewins ;  il. 
with  reproductions.  N.  Y.,  Macmillan  &  Co., 
1894.  437  p.  16°,  net,  $3.50. 

BERALDI,  H.  La  reliure  du  19.  siecle.  Premi- 
ere partie.  Paris,  L.  Conquet,  1894.  4°,  45 
heliogravures.  60  fr. 

BIBLIOTHECA  juridica.  Systematisches  Ver- 
zeichniss  der  neueren  und  gebrauchlicheren 
auf  dem  Gebiete  der  Staats-  und  Rechtswissen- 
schaft  erschienenen  Lehrbiicher,  Compendien, 
Gesetzbucher,  Commentare  etc.  Mit  einem 
Sach- und  Autorenregister.  n.  Auflage.  Leip- 
zig, Rossbergsche  Hofbuchhandlung.  60  p., 
8°,  30  m. 

The  DANTE  SOCIETY  has  just  issued,  through 
Ginn  &  Co.,  its  I3th  annual  report,  containing  a 
list  of  "additions  to  the  Dante  collection  in  the 
Harvard  College  Library,  May  i,  1893 -May  I, 
1894,"  by  W:  C.  Lane,  and  an  "  Index  of  proper 
names  in  the  prose  works  and  Canzoniere  of 
Dante,"  by  Paget  Toynbee. 

DELISLE,  L.    Les  Bibles  de  Gutenberg,  d'apres 


les  recherches  de  Karl  Dziatzko.     Paris,  Imp. 
Nationale,  1894.     14  p.  4°. 
Reprinted  from  Journal  des  sazants. 

DUPRAT  &  Co.,  New  York,  have  in  prepara- 
tion "  The  library  of  Robert  Hoe  Esq.:  a  con- 
tribution to  the  history  of  bibliophliism  in  Amer- 
ica," by  O.  A.  Bierstadl,  assistant  librarian  in 
the  Astor  Library.  Mr.  Hoe's  library,  of  some 
15,000  v.,  has  a  world-wide  reputation,  and  is 
specially  rich  in  rare  manuscripts  and  early  im- 
prints. Mr.  Bierstadt,  after  an  introduction 
showing  the  general  features  of  the  [library, 
treats  the  subject  in  eight  chapters,  covering:  the 
manuscripts,  incunabula,  printed  books  of  hours, 
Aldines,  Elzevirs,  books  of  France,  English 
books,  and  artistic  bindings,  each  being  made 
instructive  and  interesting  by  notes,  anecdotes, 
and  quotations  relating  to  the  work  described, 
its  author,  publisher,  binder,  or  former  pos- 
sessor. 

DZIATZKO,  K:  Autor-  und  Verlagsrecht  5m  Al- 
terthum.  (In  Rheinisches  Museum  flir  Phi- 
lologie,  neue  folge  49  :  559.) 

EMERTON,  Ephraim.     Mediaeval  Europe,  (814- 
1300.)    Bost.,  Ginn  &  Co.,  1894.    c.  25+6o7p. 
D.  $1.65. 
The  introduction  contains  a  4-p.  list  of  books 

on  the  period. 

McMuRRiCH,  J.    Playfair.      Text-book  of    in- 
vertebrate'morphology.     N.  Y.,  Holt,   1894. 
c.     7+661  p.  O.  $4. 
There  is  a  brief  bibliography  appended  to  each 

chapter. 

PICKARD,  S:  T:    Life  and  letters  of  John  Green- 
leaf  Whittier.     Bost.,   Houghton,   Mifflin    & 
Co.,    1894.     c.     2  v.,   8+402;  4+403-802  p. 
pors.  il.  D.  $4. 
A  4-p.    bibliography  of  Whittier's  works  is 

appended  to  the  second  volume. 

SEYMOUR,  Paul  H.  Bibliography  of  aceto 
acetic  ester.  Washington,  D.  C.,  Smithsonian 
Institution,  1894.  10+148  p.  O.  (Smith- 
sonian miscellaneous  collections,  v.  38,  no. 
970.) 

Mr.  Seymour  is  instructor  in  chemistry  at 
Lake  Forest  University,  and  his  bibliography 
was  recommended  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
for  publication  by  the  committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
having  in  charge  the  indexing  of  chemical 
literature. 

The  U.  S.  WEATHER  BUREAU,  Washington, 
has  recently  issued  a  "  contribution  to  the  bibli- 
ography of  meteorology  and  and  terrestrial 
magnetism  in  the  isth,  i6th,fand  I7th  centuries," 
by  Prof.  Dr.  G.  Hellman.  Dr.  Hellman  con- 
fines his  bibliography  to  the  books  contained  in 
his  own  library ;  brief  descriptive  notes  are 
appended  in  most  cases.  (44  p.  O.) 
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LONDON.  LEIPZIG.  PARIS. 

B  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROADWAY,    NKW    YORK. 

(ESXABI^ISMEn    1848.) 

FOREIGN   OFFICES   AT   LONDON,   LEIPZIG,  AND   PARIS. 

Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 
College  and   Public  Libraries. 

SPECIAL   TERMS    FOR    LARGE   ORDERS. 


Terms  on  direct  application  for  the  supply  of  Foreign  and  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Weekly  shipments  by  the  fleetest  steamers  from  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Periodicals 
supplied  at  lower  rates  than  mail  copies  and  in  better  shape  for  binding. 

Rare  Books  and  Sets  of  Serials  procured  at  the  lowest  terms.  Regular  connections  with 
Central  and  South  America  and  all  Oriental  countries. 

Binding  done  here  and  abroad  in  every  style. 

Auction  Sales  attended  to. 

The  Catalogues  of  Foreign  Dealers — English,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish — fur- 
nished on  application. 

Monthly  Bulletins  of  New  Books  issued  regularly. 

With  the  help  of  a  most  complete  Bibliographical  Outfit  in  all  languages  and  on  all  subjects, 
and  the  experience  of  many  years  in  this  particular  line,  estimates  can  be  furnished  promptly  and 
information  given  on  topics  of  interest  to  Librarians. 


BOOKS  WANTED. 


R.  R.  B.,  P.  O.  Box  943,  N.  Y. 

Library  Journal,  v,  15,  no.  n,  Nov.,  1890;  v.  16,  no.  8, 
Aug.,  '91 ;  v.  18,  no.  9,  Sept.,  '93 — ft  each  for  either  of 
these  nos.;  v.  19,  nos.  7,  8,  9,  July,  Aug.,  Sept.,  '94 — 50 
cents  each. 

Boston  Book  Co.,  I  5'<  Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

North  Am.  Rev.,  vols.  or  nos.  1815-20,  '32-77. 

Bibliotheca  Sacra,  1870-94,  any  nos. 

Journal  of  Social  Science,  any  nos. 

Knickerbocker,  any  vols. 

LittelFs  Museum  of  Foreign  Literature,  any  vols. 

O.  H.,  P.  O.  Box  943,  N.  Y. 
Library  Journal,  August,  1894. 

Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Lib. 
Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collections,  v.  28-36. 

Library  Co.  of  Phlla.,  Locust  and  Juniper  Sts., 

Phi  la. 
Broughton's  Second  Thoughts.    N.  Y.,  1880. 

Public  Library,  Cleveland,  O. 

N.  Y.  Independent  for  Sept.  29,  Dec.  22,  29,  1892  ;  April 
26,  '94. 

Univ.  of  Vermont  Lib.,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Darlington,  Amer.  Weeds  and  Useful  Plants.     N.  Y., 
1860. 

Y.  M.  O.  A.  Lib.,  502  Fulton  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Amer.  four,  of  Politics,  v.  2,  nos.  5,6;  v.  3,  nos.  i,  3,  5  ; 

v.  4,  nos.  2,  3;  v.  5,  all. 
Bibliotheca.  Sacra,  v.  31  to  42,  any  form. 
Bookmart,  Jan.,  Feb.,  April,  May,  1886;  April,  May,  '88. 
F.dueational  Review,  nos.  20,  25,  28,  29. 
Garden  and  Forest,  any  nos.  in  ist  4  v. 
Jour naltf  Political  Economy,  v.  i,  no«.  2,  3,  4:  T.  2,  nos. 

i,  3.  4- 

Lend  a  Hand,  any  or  all. 
Library  Chronicle,  whole  not.  7,  14,  15,  23-27,  29,  and  all 

after. 
Library  Journal,  v.  i,  no.  to;  v.  2,  t.-p.  and  in.;  v.  4, 

t.-p.  and  in.;  v.  6,  no.  4,  t.-p.  and  in.;  v.  8,  nos.  9,  10; 


Y.  M.  C.  A.  Lib.— Continued. 

v,  13,  no.  2.    Have  dups.  of  L.  J.  for  ex.:  v.  i,  nos.  i, 

7 ;  v.  2,  no.  2 ;  v.  4,  nos.  7,  8,  9,  10 ;  v.  5,  nos.  7,  8,  9, 10 ; 

v.  7 ;  r.  10,  nos.  1-8 ;  v.  15,  nos.  3,  5  ;  v.  16,  no.  it. 
Mag.  of  Western  History,  Jan.,  1885;  Oct.,  Nov., '86 ; 

Feb.,  '91. 
North  Am.  Rev.,  nos.  157,  165,  166,  168,  198,  199,  200,  201, 

227,  228,  233,  237,  238,  239,  240,  244,  245,  249,  251. 
Old  Testament  Student,  Nov.,  1884;  Sept.,  Oct.,  Nov., 

'86;  Jan.,  '89. 
Our  Day,  no.  15. 

Political  Science  Quarterly,  y.  i,  nos.  3,  4. 
Quarterly  Jour,  of  Economics,  v.  i,  nos.  a,  3,  4;  Y.  2, 

nos.  2,4;  v.  3,  4,  and  5,  all ;  v.  6,  no.  3  ;  v.  7,  no.  4. 
Quarterly  Register  of  Current  Hist.,  v.  i,  no.  i ;  v.  2, 

nos.  4,  5. 
Social  Economist,  v.  i,  nos.  i,  3,  6 ;  v.  2,  'nos.  i,  6 ;  v.  3, 

nos.  i,  3 ;  v.  4,  nos.  5,6;  v.  5  and  after. 


BOOKS   FOR   SALE. 


Vassar  College  Library,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

The  A  nnual  Register,  Y.  1-71. 

B.  A.,  P.  O.  Box  943. 
The  New  York  Times,  1859  to  the  present. 

SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


•1X7  ANTED.— A  position  as  librarian  by  a  young  man  of 
" "  several  years'  experience  in  college  and  university 
libraries  and  in  a  large  book  house.  Address  B.  B.,  care 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

NTED.— Library  work  by  a  gentleman  thorough- 
ly  posted  in  books  and  library  work.     Twenty 
years' experience.    Competent  to  take  charge.    Best  of 
references.    W.  H.  PARKER,  care  LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

T  IBRARIAN.— A  graduate  of  Pratt  Institute  Library 
*^  School  seeks  permanent  or  temporary  employment. 
Has  catalogued  a  private  library  and  had  charge  of  the 
reference  library  of  a  New  York  daily,  indexing  paper 
also.  Best  references.  Box  a8,  Clotter,  New  Jersey. 
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ORDER   EARLY: 

Annual  Catalogues, 

1894. 

The  Annual  American  Catalogue  for  1894  is  nearly 
ready  for  press.  It  will  contain : 

(1)  Directory  of  American  Publishers  issuing  books  in  1894. 

(2)  Full-title  Record,  with  descriptive  notes,  in  author-alpha- 

bet, of  all  books  recorded  in  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
1894. 

(3)  Author-,  title-,  and  subject-index  to  same,  in  one  alphabet 

(4)  Publishers'  annual  lists  for  1894. 

The  edition  is  printed  from  type  and  therefore  is  limited 
and  to  secure  copies  orders  should  be  sent  at  once.  The 
price  is  $3.50  half  leather,  $3.00  in  sheets;  if  ordered,  and 
paid  for,  before  publication,  the  price  will  be  $3.00  half  leather, 
$2.50  in  sheets. 

The  Annual  Catalogue  for  1886,  1891  and  1892  is  now 
out  of  print.  But  few  copies  of  the  Annual  Catalogue  for 
1887,  1888,  1889,  1890  and  1893  are  on  hand. 

We  also  supply  the  English  Catalogue  for  1894  as  soon 
as  ready,  price  $1.50,  paper;  the  Annual  American  and 
English  Catalogues,  1894,  can  be  had  in  one  volume,  half 
leather,  $5.00. 

Early  orders  for  both  Catalogues  are  solicited. 

THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
P.  O.  Box  943.  28  ELM  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 
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THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO., 

5  and  7  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York, 

nAKE  a  specialty  of  supplying  public,  private,  and  school  LIBRARIES*  for  which 
they  have  exceptional  facilities  through  their  connection  with  many  of  the  largest  houses 
as  special  agents,  and  by  carrying  the  stock  of  all  American  Publishers. 

They  are  pleased  to  give  estimates  at  lowest  rates  on  lists  of  proposed  purchases,  and 
solicit  correspondence  with  Librarians  and  other  bookbuyers. 

This  house  is  characterized    by  its  Promptness,    Carefulness,    and    Low 
Prices. 

There  will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  application  a  topically  arranged  General  Library  List 
selected  from  the  books  of  all  publishers. 


Telegraphic  Address : 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON. 


H.  SOTHERAN  &  CO., 


Code  in  Use : 

UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816.  

A  Monthly  Catalogue  of  Second-Hand  Books.    Specimen  Number  post  frtt. 


14O  Strand,  W.  C.,  and  37  Piccadilly,  W.  :  London. 

KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO., 


PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRART  AGENTS, 

Having  extensive  experience  in  supplying  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  MUSEUMS,  GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS,  etc.,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Miscellaneous  Requisites,  Books  (New  and 
Second-hand),  or  Periodicals  in  all  Languages,  offer  their  Services  to  LIBRARIANS,  SECRE- 
TARIES, AND  OTHERS.  Careful  attention  given  to  every  detail.  Exceptional  Facilities  for 
obtaining  Foreign  and  Scarce  Books.  BINDING  OF  EVERY  "DESCRIPTION  UNDERTAKEN.  Periodicals 
and  Newspapers  Promptly  Supplied  as  issued.  Books  Shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  World  at  Lowest 
Rates.  _ 

TERMS  ON  APPLICATION,  ALSO  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES,  HANDBOOKS,  ETO. 


THE  ROUND  ROBIN  READING  CLUB. 

Librarians  are  especially  asked  to  consider  the 
system  of  the  "  Round  Robin  "  with  reference  to 
their  own  work  among  readers.  It  has  no  text- 
books, but  uses  standard  literature  ;  its  members 
select  their  own  subjects;  it  endeavors  to  make 
them  acquainted  with  whatever  illustrates  or 
elucidates  their  work,  and  to  interest  them  in  the 
best  books,  and  thus  assist  in  the  proper  use  of 
public  libraries.  For  further  particulars  address 

MISS   LOUISE  STOCKTON, 
4213  Chester  Avenue,  Philadelphia. 


The  Reference  Catalogue 

Of  Current  (English)  Literature. 


1  VOX*., 


BOUND,  NET,  $3.6O. 
(Subject  to  raise  in  price.) 


The  new  edition  of  the  above  (the  English 
publishers'  trade  list)  for  1894  is  larger  and  more 
complete  than  any  former  issue  The  Index, 
also,  is  much  more  copious,  containing  about 
90,000  entries.  Orders  for  the  United  States 
will  be  supplied  by 

The  Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
28  Elm  Street  (Temporary  Office, 

54  Duane  Street),  New  York 
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LONDON:  PARIS:  LEIPcttit 

30  WELLINGTON  ST.,  STRAND.       76  RUE  DE  RENNES.  HOSPITAL  SIR.  1O. 

GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  for  Colleges  &  Libraries 

810    BROADWAY,    NEW    YORK, 

(TWO  DOORS  ABOVE  GRACE  CHURCH) 

begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 
clerks  at  London,  Paris  and  Leipzig.  He  has  open  accounts 
with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His  experience  enables  him  to  give  information  at  once  about 
rare  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany,  and 

can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


"Mr.  Stechert  has  for  years  furnished  this  Library  with  most  of  its  periodicals  and  European  books,  and  has  bought  for  us 
many  thousand  volumes.  Mr.  Stechert's  success  is  due  to  his  constant  personal  attention  to  the  business,  and  the  reasonable 
terms  he  is  able  to  offer.  I  consider  a  New  York  agent  far  preferable  to  reliance  on  foreign  agents  alone." 

GEO.  H.  BAKER,  Librarian  of  Columbia  College,  New  York, 


"  Seven  years  ago,  in  reorganizing  the  Columbia  College  library,  I  spent  much  time  in  trying  to  discover  how  to  get  out 
foreign  books  and  periodicals  with  the  least  delay,  trouble  and  expense.  The  result  of  the  comparison  of  three  methods,  viz : 
ordering  direct  from  foreign  dealers,  ordering  through  one  agent  in  London,  or  ordering  through  one  agent  in  New  York  showed 
us  that  it  was  to  our  advantage  to  give  Mr.  Stechert  all  our  foreign  orders,  as  he  delivered  in  the  library  in  a  single  package 
and  with  a  single  bill  at  as  low  cost  as  we  were  able  with  vastly  greater  trouble,  to  get  a  half  dozen  different  packages  in  differ- 
ent bills  from  different  places.  In  reorganizing  the  New  York  State  Library,  I  opened  the  whole  question  anew,  and  the  result 
of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr.  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders." 

MELVIL  DEWEY,  Director  of  N.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany,  N,  Y, 


"  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  New  York  has  served  us  with  fidelity  in  procuring  English,  French  and  German  books,  both  new 
and  second  hand  and  also  periodicals.  His  terms  are  more  reasonable  than  any  others  that  have  come  to  our  notice,  while  he 
has  always  guarded  our  interests  very  carefully.  We  find  it  a  great  convenience  to  have  one  agency  in  New  York,  represented 
by  branches  in  different  European  countries." 

Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  ofAdelbert  College,  Cleveland,  O. 


"  Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
seem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  things  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you." 

ERNBST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  of  College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  ff.J. 

"  Our  library  committee  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.  You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollars,  but  havt 
luown  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you." 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester^  N,  Y, 

GUSTAV    K.    STKCHKRT, 

IOHQON.         PARIS.         LEIPZIG.         NEW  YORK. 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY  RICH  &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new,  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the  Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.    Second-hand 

Catalogues  by  early  Mails,  and  no  Commission  charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

No  expensive  sulj-ajjeiicles  at  borne  or  abroad.   Foreign  books  on  easy  terms. 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others: 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,   Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library, 
California  University. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore. 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.    Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.    Superior 

Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old   Books.     Calf  Extra  in  Every  Variety. 

Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law- 

Books  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  in  Cloth.     Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 

dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  in 

Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faitnfulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen's  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  West,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books."— PRESIDENT  WELCH,  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  fcei  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake."— MKLVIL  DEWKY,  Matt  Library,  New  York. 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 

MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 
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THE  Boston  Public  Library  and  all  who  have 
to  do  with  it  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  selec- 
tion for  the  post  of  librarian  of  Mr.  Herbert  Put- 
nam, who  is  one  of  the  best  examples  among  the 
younger  men  of  the  library  calling  as  a  profes- 
sion. Mr.  Putnam  has  hereditary  fitness  for  the 
calling  of  a  librarian,  since  his  father,  George 
Palmer  Putnam,  was  not  only  one  of  the  most 
literary  among  the  American  publishers  of  a 
generation  ago  who  helped  to  found  an  Am- 
erican literature,  but  was  also  imbued  most 
thoroughly  with  the  altruistic  spirit  which  is  to- 
day a  leading  motive  in  the  true  librarian.  In  the 
Minneapolis  Public  Library  Mr.  Putnam  made 
his  mark  as  a  working  librarian,  and  since  his 
retirement  from  that  library  he  has  had  experi- 
ence in  another  profession  as  a  graduate  of  the 
Columbia  Law  School,  which  will  be  undoubtedly 
of  benefit  to  him  in  broadening  his  views  as  he 
returns  to  the  library  field.  The  opportunity  be- 
fore him  is  magnificent,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  he  will  be  worthy  of  the 
opportunity.  We  trust  to  see  the  Boston  Public 
Library  under  his  directorate  and  inspiration  re- 
turning to  its  old  prominence  among  American 
libraries.  The  new  building  is  now  open  to  the 
public  and  will,  for  the  time,  be  the  Mecca  of 
American  librarians.  As  the  Library  Conference 
of  1895  is  to  be  held  in  the  West,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  suggest  that  Boston,  with  a  mountain 
or  seaside  annex,  may,  under  the  new  circum- 
stances, be  a  proper  place  of  meeting  for  1896. 


IN  his  last  report,  dated  December  6,  1894, 
but  evidently  postscripted  later,  Mr.  John  G. 
Ames  makes  his  valedictory  as  superintendent 
of  documents  in  the  Interior  department.  The 
summary  which  he  gives  of  his  work  in  this 
field  for  the  past  20  years  is  of  interest,  and 
every  librarian  has  reason  to  confirm  his  state- 
ment that  from  the  beginning  he  has  regarded  a 
public  office  as  a  public  trust  —  long  before  that 
phrase  became  a  popular  catchword — and  has 
sought  to  make  his  office  in  the  largest  measure 
helpful  to  officers  of  the  Government,  to  Con- 
gress, to  libraries,  and  to  every  Interest  with 
which  the  office  had  any  established  relations. 
In  fact,  the  results  of  Mr.  Ames'  permanence  in 
office  and  the  good  work  he  has  been  enabled  to 


do  during  his  service  are  the  best  evidence  of 
the  real  usefulness  of  what  is  ordinarily  known 
as  civil  service  reform.  It  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  Mr.  Ames  has  in  hand  a  new  and  enlarged 
edition  of  his  "  Check-list  of  Congressional  anci 
other  documents,"  and  of  his  "Finding-list,"  and 
also  a  new  index  giving  a  list  of  the  principal 
speeches  on  important  subjects  of  Congressmen 
from  the  43d  to  the  sad  Congress,  as  found  in  the 
Congressional  Record,  with  a  reference  to  votes. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Ames,  as  superintendent 
of  documents  in  the  Government  Printing  Office 
under  the  new  public  documents  law,  may  have 
opportunity  to  carry  forward  the  work  he  has  so 
successfully  prosecuted  for  these  many  years. 


WITH  the  change  in  the  administration  of 
public  documents  one  subject  again  thrusts  itself 
upon  attention  —  the  storage  of  the  enormous 
mass  of  papers  now  rotting  in  the  vaults  of  the 
capitol  building.  The  subject  has  literally  thrust 
itself  upon  the  attention  of  members  of  Congress 
through  their  noses  and  through  effect  on  their 
health,  for  it  has  been  reported  within  the  past 
month  that  the  rotting  of  these  documents  and 
of  the  floors  beneath  them  is  becoming  a  serious 
menace  to  the  healthfulnessof  the  building  in  its 
inhabited  parts.  The  Government  Printing  Of- 
fice is  a  shambling  and  dangerous  building,  al- 
ready strained  too  close  to  its  factor  of  safety, 
and  provision  for  a  better  building  has  been 
prevented  from  year  to  year  by  unseemly  real- 
estate  wrangles  which  have  had  their  effect  in 
Congress.  There  is  one  suggestion  of  remedy 
which  we  think  should  be  heard  —  the  possibility 
of  utilizing,  and  at  once,  a  part  of  the  new  Con- 
gressional Library  for  this  purpose  of  sorting 
out,  reorganizing,  disposing  of  rubbish  and  stor- 
ing the  remainder  of  public  documents  for  use. 
There  will  be  ample  room  in  the  new  edifice  for 
this  purpose,  and  within  a  few  years  the  existing 
mass  of  documents  and  records  will  have  been 
sorted  and  sifted  out  and  a  great  proportion  of 
it  disposed  of  as  useless.  We  commend  this  sug- 
gestion to  the  authorities  for  their  consideration, 
although  it  may  be  distasteful  to  Librarian 
Spofford  and  Engineer  Green  to  consider  so 
base  a  use  as  they  might  think  it  for  even  the 
basement  of  their  fine  new  building. 
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THE  giving  of  libraries  has  become  an  ordi- 
nary thing  nowadays,  and  hardly  a  week  passes 
in  which  some  city  or  town  does  not  become  the 
happy  possessor  of  a  pretty  and  suitable  library 
building,  the  gift  of  some  wealthy  friend  or 
fellow-townsman.  It  is  rare  when  such  gifts  are 
not  appreciated;  rarer  still  is  it  for  the  giver  to 
withdraw  the  gift  "  for  cause."  Yet  this  has 
been  the  unfortunate  result  of  the  gift  of  a  me- 
morial library  to'Ansonia,  Ct.  The  library  was 
erected,  equipped,  and  presented  to  the  town  by 
Miss  Caroline  Phelps  Stokes  in  1892,  as  a  me- 
morial to  her  grandfather,  Anson  G.  Phelps,  the 
founder  of  Ansonia.  It  is  a  handsome  building, 
well  equipped,  and  stocked  with  several  thousand 
books,  representing  a  total  cost  of  some  $60,000 
—  certainly  a  most  welcome  addition  to  any  town. 
Yet  after  two  years  of  bickering  and  wrangling 
on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities,  the  incensed 
and  disappointed  giver  has  withdrawn  the  gift, 
and  the  library  is  closed,  it  is  said  permanently. 
There  seems  little  question  that  the  onus  of  re- 
sponsibility for  this  regrettable  event  rests  with 
the  town  officials.  They  appear  to  have  regard- 
ed the  library  as  a  new  factor  in  local  politics, 
to  be  "  worked  for  all  it  was  worth."  It  was  taxed 
to  the  limit,  and  the  taxes  were  energetically 
and  promptly  collected  ;  but  the  proverbial  last 
straw  came  when  the  authorities  appointed  one 
of  their  political  proteges  as  librarian,  fixed  his 
salary  to  suit  themselves  and  applied  to  Miss 
Stokes  for  its  payment.  The  lack  of  public 
spirit  and  appreciation  displayed  throughout 
seems  to  have  been  deplorable.  The  authorities, 
on  their  side,  plead  burdensome  restrictions, 
irritating  regulations,  and  an  undue  expense  for 
maintenance.  Ansonia  might  be  a  good  place 
for  some  of  the  energetic  missionaries  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  to  start  a  library  revival,  in  the  hope 
of  awakening  recognition  and  appreciation  of  the 
use,  benefit,  and  educational  influence  of  a  good 
library.  When  such  a  revival  is  effected,  the 
next  step  would  be  the  reopening  of  the  library 
and  the  consignment  of  past  mistakes  to  a  kindly 
oblivion. 


THE  reform  wave  that  recently  swept  over  the 
city  of  New  York  has  not,  it  seems,  included  the 
city  library  within  its  cleansing  flood.  Few 
New  Yorkers  know  that  the  city  possesses  a  li- 
brary, save  when  an  incoming  administration 
brings  the  usual  rush  of  would-be  office-holders; 
but  for  years  the  library  has  had  a  torpid 
existence  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  city  hall. 
For  years,  too,  the  post  of  librarian  has  been 


one  of  the  "soft  snaps"  appertaining  to  the 
faithful  henchmen  of  "the  party."  The  library 
itself  is  rather  a  sorry  affair.  It  contained  the 
nucleus  of  a  good  collection,  but  many  of  the 
books  have  been  carried  off  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  room  has  generally  served  asalounging- 
place  for  city  hall  politicians.  In  1893  an  incum- 
bent who,  it  is  said,  could  neither  read  nor  write, 
was  succeeded  by  a  journalist  who  was  energetic, 
intelligent,  and  appreciative  of  what  the  library 
should  be.  Mr.  Curtis  set  himself  the  task  of 
reorganizing,  arranging,  and  improving,  and  he 
put  the  library  in  better  shape,  with  promise  of 
future  improvement.  It  was  thought  that  he 
would  be  continued  in  office  and  that  the  library 
might  in  time  become  a  credit  to  the  city.  But 
the  new  Board  of  Aldermen  thought  otherwise. 
The  $1000  "berth"  was  bestowed  upon  a 
tailor  who  possessed  a  potent  "  pull,"  and  the 
library,  it  may  be  assumed,  is  relegated  to  its 
former  condition  of  dust  and  desuetude.  It  is 
really  unnecessary  to  comment  upon  this  epi- 
sode; but  as  an  object-lesson  in  the  workings  of 
"  practical  politics  "  it  is  not  to  be  despised.  We 
can  only  give  thanks  that  public  sentiment  is 
really  awakening  in  such  matters,  and  trust  that 
in  time  the  clutches  of  the  boss  will  be  loosed 
from  all  state  and  municipal  libraries,  as  well  as 
from  the  other  public  offices  that  have  so  long 
been  his  prey. 


(ZI0tttttmnicati0n0. 


DO  LIBRARIES  AID  IN  ART  EDUCATION? 

ARE  there  any  libraries  that  have  made  a 
systematic  attempt  to  educate  the  public  in  an 
appreciation  of  art,  as  shown  in  the  illustrated 
press  generally  ?  I  understand  that  a  few  li- 
braries have  cut  artistic  illustrations  from  maga- 
zines, etc.,  afterwards  mounting  and  classifying 
them.  I  would  like  to  know  of  libraries  that  do 
this,  and  if  there  are  any  that  go  further  by 
calling  attention  to  the  artistic  features  of  each 
print.  CHAS.  M.  CARTER, 

President  Art  Department,  N.  E.  A. 

CARDS  FOR  THE  "  TWO-BOOK"  SYSTEM. 

I  NOTICE  that  the  libraries  that  issue  two 
books,  one  not  fiction,  adopt  two  different 
methods.  Some  give  the  reader  a  second, 
non-fiction  card,  and  others  use  a  card  having 
two  divisions.  I  should  like  to  learn  which 
method  has  proved  the  more  satisfactory. 
Will  the  librarians  who  have  experience  in  this 
line  give  me  some  light  ortfthe  question,  either 
through  the  L.  j.  or  by  a  note  to  my  address  ? 
GARDNER  M.  JONES. 

j  SAI.KM,  MASS., 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
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ADAPTATION    OF   LIBRARIES    TO   LOCAL  NEEDS.* 
BY  A.  L.  PECK,   Librarian   Gloversville  (N.    Y.)  Public  Library. 


ADAPTATION  to  environment  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  nature's  great  laws  which  is  found  veri- 
fied in  all  conditions  of  life,  in  all  spheres  of 
human  activity  and  enterprise.  The  fittest  only 
survives  by  strict  obedience  to  this  law  of  adap- 
tation and  the  great  struggle  for  existence  be- 
comes comparatively  easy  by  quick  and  careful 
adaptation  to  circumstances,  to  individual,  to 
local  needs. 

Starting  from  these  premises,  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that  libraries,  in  order  to  prosper,  indeed 
in  order  to  justify  their  existence,  must  fulfil  the 
purpose  for  which  they  are  maintained,  and  can 
only  do  so  by  adapting  themselves  to  local 
needs. 

I  am  even  inclined  to  go  a  step  further  and 
maintain  that  wherever  there  is  a  struggling, 
languishing  library  it  has  become  so  by  not 
complying  with  this  principle  of  adaptation  to 
local  needs,  neither  have  I  any  doubt  but  that 
by  careful  and  painstaking  efforts  many  of  these 
institutions  might  be  resuscitated  and  become 
not  only  useful  but  actually  necessary,  yea,  in- 
dispensable, to  their  respective  localities. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  there  is  no  "royal 
road "  to  this  "  adaptation  to  local  needs,"  and 
that  each  institution  must  work  out  its  "  own 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling."  I  do  also 
believe,  however,  that  there  are  a  few  general 
principles  upon  which  all  efforts  to  make  a 
library  useful  and  adapted  to  its  own  com- 
munity can  be  based.  These  I  shall  attempt 
to  indicate,  and  also  submit  for  your  kind 
consideration  a  concise  report  of  the  work  in 
this  direction  as  done  by  a  few  of  the  libraries 
of  the  state  of  New  York. 

Moral  agencies :  All  of  us  agree  that  the 
library  must  be  founded  on  strictly  moral  prin- 
ciples, not  only  excluding  from  its  shelves  every 
book  of  dubious  character,  but  also  by  a  pains- 
taking and  scrupulous  selection  of  books  that 
are  pure  and  elevating. 

In  small  localities,  it  is  very  important  that 
the  librarian  and  the  directors  of  libraries  should 
make  an  effort  to  interest  themselves  in  the 
publications  offered  for  sale  by  the  local  dealers. 
The  library  may  be  ever  so  carefully  selected, 


*  Read  at  joint  meeting  of  N.  Y.  Library  Association 
and  N.  Y.  Library  Club,  Jan.  10-12, 1895. 


the  librarian  ever  so  faithful,  but  if  the  town  is 
swamped  by  police  news,  penny  dreadfuls,  and 
all  the  so-called  "  black  literature,"  the  good 
work  of  the  library  will  not  only  be  hindered, 
but  constantly  counteracted.  For  this  reason  I 
would  suggest  to  every  librarian  :  make  your- 
self acquainted  with  your  local  dealer  or  dealers, 
and  by  befriending  them,  make  them  understand 
that  it  will  be  to  their  interest  to  co-operate  with 
the  library  in  its  effort  to  supply  nothing  but 
the  best  and  purest  literature. 

If,  actuated  by  what  may  be  called  "  inborn 
depravity,"  your  local  dealer  should  not  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  the  library,  then  in- 
sist that  he  complies  with  the  statutory  enact- 
ment, Chapter  380,  of  the  laws  of  New  York  of 
1884,  for  this  will  tend  to  restrict  the  evil. 

Educational  agencies  :  There  is  no  part  of  li- 
brary work  more  productive  of  usefulness  and 
general  appreciation  than  that  done  by  the 
library  as  an  educational  institution. 

The  co-operation  of  library  and  school  has 
been  so  ably  discussed,  and  so  much  valuable 
material  is  available  in  the  volumes  of  the 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  that  I  simply  mention  this 
valuable  means  of  adaptation  to  local  needs. 

However,  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  in  order  to  co-operate  with  the 
schools,  the  library  must  directly  aid  and  supple- 
ment the  teachers'  work.  To  do  this  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  librarian  to  make  himself 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  curriculum  of 
the  school,  from  the  kindergarten  to  the  high 
school. 

The  superintendent  or  principal  will  always 
be  ready  to  supply  the  library  with  a  copy  of 
the  course  of  study.  As  soon  as  the  teachers 
understand  that  the  librarian  is  willing  and  able 
to  aid  them  in  their  work,  they  will  not  hesitate 
to  make  their  wants  known,  and  gladly  furnish 
full  information  regarding  their  school  pro- 
grams. 

The  librarian  must  know  the  requirements 
and  needs  of  each  grade.  In  places  where  the 
schools  are  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  Re- 
gents of  the  University,  it  will  be  found  of  great 
advantage  for  the  librarian  to  make  himself 
fully  conversant  with  the  syllabus  and  circular 
of  special  topics  published  by  the  authorities. 
Bring  together  all  the  material  the  library  con- 
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tains  for  this  work,  and  send  word  to  the  school 
that  the  books  for  this  special  work  are  ready 
for  the  use  of  teachers  and  students.  The  next 
step  is  comparatively  easy  :  at  every  purchase  of 
books  the  library  adds  some— a  few — helpful  for 
this  work,  and  as  the  library  grows,  its  efficiency 
in  this  direction  will  grow  and  improve. 

Occasional  visits  to  the  schools,  attendance  at 
teachers'  meetings,  talks  before  teachers'  asso- 
ciations and  teachers'  institutes  will  make  the 
librarian  familiar  with  the  needs  of  teachers  and 
pupils  and  enable  him  to  make  the  library 
better  adapted  to  the  local  needs. 

Whether  it  is  the  function  of  the  public  library 
to  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  for  sup- 
plementary reading  in  class  rooms  must  be  de- 
cided by  the  local  authorities.  In  my  opinion 
it  would  be  better  for  the  school-board  to  pro- 
vide all  such  books  as  are  strictly  supplementary 
readers,  and  to  conform  with  the  Common  school 
library  act,  Chapter  573,  laws  of  New  York, 
1892,  Chapter  556,  Section  13,  1894. 

I  find  it  advisable,  not  only  to  co-operate  with 
the  secular  schools,  but  also  with  the  Sunday- 
schools.  In  fact,  my  own  experience  has  taught 
me  that  in  small  places  it  is  advantageous 
that  there  should  be  but  one  library.  The  secu- 
lar reading  generally  supplied  by  the  Sunday- 
schools  should  be  furnished  by  the  public  library, 
where  a  greater  collection  of  carefully  selected 
books  is  available.  There  also  should  be  in  every 
library  a  biblical  and  ethical  department.  The 
books  in  this  department  must  by  no  means  be 
denominational  or  sectarian  in  character.  A 
good  Bible  commentary,  a  Bible  dictionary,  a 
concordance,  a  history  of  every  creed,  denomi- 
nation or  sect  represented  in  the  respective  lo- 
cality, books  of  travel  and  exploration  in  Bible 
lands,  should  be  owned  by  every  well-established 
library. 

Secure  the  co-operation  of  every  teacher  and 
clergyman  in  your  locality  and  enlist  their  in- 
fluence in  behalf  of  your  library.  The  teacher 
will  aid  in  guiding  the  children  to  proper  and 
helpful  reading  matter,  and  through  the  children 
you  will  plant  a  library  rootlet  in  every  home. 
The  clergy  can  aid  you  in  moulding  public 
opinion  in  favor  of  your  library. 

Make  your  library  the  central  point  of  attrac- 
tion to  every  literary  society,  study  class,  de- 
bating club  and  University  Extension  class. 
Should  there  be  a  place  without  these  valuable 
agencies  for  self-improvement,  then  organize 
classes  of  this  kind  in  the  library. 


As  often  as  programs  for  these  classes  are 
made  up  it  is  of  great  importance  that  the  li- 
brarian examine  his  collection  and  make  up 
deficiencies  as  fast  as  possible,  so  as  to  enable 
the  library  to  furnish  the  books  needed. 

Whenever  the  local  collection  of  books  is  not 
sufficient  the  librarian  should  not  hesitate  to  ob- 
tain aid  from  the  state  library. 

The  citizens  of  the  Empire  state  have  reason 
to  take  a  just  pride  in  their  state  library,  which 
has  really  become  the  great  public  library  of  the 
state.  It  is  able  and  ready  to  aid  every  one  and 
to  meet  all  just  demands. 

If  more  than  one  copy  of  any  one  book  or  a 
number  of  works  on  any  stated  subject  are 
wanted,  the  respective  library,  literary  club,  or 
circle  should  register  with  the  Regents  of  the 
University  and  secure  one  or  more  travelling  li- 
braries. 

This  will  serve  a  double  purpose :  the  library  will 
be  able  to  supply  a  temporary  need  and  also  make 
its  patrons  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the  state 
has  recognized  libraries  as  educational  institu- 
tions and  is  ready  to  aid  those  libraries  that  will 
make  an  effort  for  themselves  and  be  useful  to 
their  communities. 

Local  industries  and  enterprises:  It  is  proper 
that  every  library  should  collect  books  and  pam- 
phlets that  bear  relation  to  local  industries  and 
pursuits.  In  farming  regions,  publications  re- 
lating to  agriculture  should  be  provided;  in 
manufacturing  towns,  especial  attention  will 
have  to  be  given  to  literature  relating  to  each 
particular  branch  of  industry. 

Prompt  notice  in  the  local  newspapers  should 
be  given  as  soon  as  new  publications  of  this 
kind  are  received.  I  find  that  public  documents, 
like  the  reports  of  the  United  States  consuls,  con- 
tain considerable  valuable  information  of  inter- 
est to  manufacturers. 

The  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  and 
Labor,  the  Board  of  Mediation  and  Arbitration 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  well  as  the  reports 
of  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Labor, 
will  be  found  of  great  value  in  making  the 
library  useful  to  employer  as  well  as  to  employe. 
The  librarian  should  be  wide-awake  to  the 
needs  of  the  workshop  in  exactly  the  same  way 
as  he  endeavors  to  aid  the  school.  Every  library 
should  contain  books  on  the  relation  of  capital 
and  labor,  employer  and  employe,  profit-shar- 
ing, strikes,  shop-councils  add  arbitration. 

It  is  of  vital  importance  to  every  community 
that  its  working  population  should  be  interested 
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in  the  proper  use  of  its  library.  Attention 
should  also  be  given,  to  interest  the  working- 
men  in  the  classes  for  mutual  improvement, 
especially  in  classes  in  United  States  history, 
civics  and  political  economy.  Many  a  boy  or 
girl,  man  or  woman,  will  be  found  anxious  to 
avail  him  or  herself  of  every  occasion  for  mak- 
ing up  deficiencies  of  early  school  training,  and 
grasp  eagerly  every  opportunity  for  intellectual 
development  and  improvement. 

Not  only  the  established  local  industries  should 
find  the  books  that  bear  relation  to  them,  but 
every  new  enterprise  also,  should  be  carefully 
watched  and  information  regarding  it  promptly 
supplied.  If  electric  railroads  are  proposed  to 
be  constructed,  or  electric  lighting  introduced, 
the  people  will  be  interested  in  books  on  these 
topics.  If  road  improvements  or  new  pave- 
ments are  contemplated,  procure  promptly 
books  on  these  subjects.  The  library  should 
always  be  ready  to  anticipate  the  wants  of  the 
day.  and  promptly  meet  the  demands  of  the 
hour. 

Material  for  local  history  :  Another  means  of 
adapting  the  library  to  local  needs,  consists  in 
the  collection  and  preservation  of  material  that 
will  prove  of  great  value  to  the  future  historian 
of  the  locality.  Every  library,  no  matter  how 
small,  should  therefore  preserve  files  of  its  local 
newspapers.  Annual  reports  of  local  institu- 
tions, educational  or  charitable,  the  reports  of 
the  city  or  village  officials,  as  well  as  directories 
and  occasional  sermons,  lectures  or  addresses, 
should  be  procured  and  kept  intact. 

Books  and  pamphlets  relating  to  the  respect- 
ive locality,  as  well  as  photographs  and  views, 
deserve  the  attention  of  the  library,  and  a  col- 
lection of  all  publications  written  by  citizens  of 
the  place,  whether  present  inhabitants  or  not, 
should  be  secured  by  and  incorporated  in  the 
library. 

In  collecting  ephemeral  prints  like  handbills, 
programs  and  the  like,  good  judgment  will  have 
to  be  exercised,  or  a  great  quantity  of  chaff  will 
soon  accumulate,  the  proper  care  of  which  will 
soon  prove  burdensome  and  expensive. 

An  occasional  appeal  to  the  citizens  through 
a  circular  or  the  local  press  will  often  be  re- 
warded by  the  acquisition  of  valuable  material 
consisting  of  books  or  documents  bearing  upon 
the  early  history  of  the  place. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  day  will  come 
when  all  the  accumulated  historical  material  will 
be  found  of  great  value  and  very  useful,  and  the 


work  done  by  the  library  in  collecting  and  pre- 
serving it,  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  the 
patrons  of  the  library  and  the  citizens  in  general. 

Readers'  wants  :  Each  library  must  naturally 
adapt  itself  to  the  wants  of  its  readers.  While 
it  is  impossible  to  meet  all  demands,  and  "  he 
who  tries  to  please  everybody  will  please 
nobody,"  an  honest  effort  must  be  made  to  meet 
all  just  demands  as  far  as  the  means  of  the  li- 
brary will  permit  and  the  general  interest  will 
require.  The  library  ought  to  lead  the  taste  of 
its  patrons  and  not  follow  it,  and  the  wishes  of 
the  public  should  be  considered  from  this  prin- 
ciple. 

New  and  popular  books  should  be  furnished 
promptly  and  in  sufficient  number. 

Books  in  foreign  languages  should  be  supplied 
wherever  required;  they  will  bring  those  to  the 
library  who  do  not  understand  English,  and 
give  to  students  of  these  languages  additional 
facilities  for  self-improvement. 

The  publication  of  special  lists  of  available 
books  on  timely  topics,  or  reading  lists  for  liter- 
ary clubs,  lists  that  will  aid  the  work  of  teachers 
and  pupils,  will  make  a  library  not  only  popular 
but  also  adapted  to  local  needs;  and  a  liberal  use 
of  printer's  ink  will  make  the  citizens  acquainted 
with  the  fact  that  the  library  is  wide-awake  to  the 
interests  of  the  locality  and  meets  the  require- 
ment of  the  day.  The  library  that  proves  to  be 
the  people's  bureau  of  information  will  quickly 
be  recognized  as  an  educational  force  in  the 
community  and  will  frequently  befriend  those 
who  otherwise  might  stay  away  from  the  library 
or  oppose  it. 

Children's  reading  :  It  is  of  vital  importance 
to  every  community  that  its  library  should  give 
most  careful  attention  to  the  reading  of  the 
young.  I  refrain,  however,  from  discussing 
this  subject,  and  simply  refer  to  Miss  Stearns' 
excellent  paper  on  "Reading  for  the  young," 
read  before  the  Lake  Placid  conference  of  the 
American  Library  Association  and  also  to  the 
series  of  annual  reports  on  children's  reading  con- 
tained in  the  volumes  of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

Every  librarian  should  consider  himself  moral- 
ly responsible  for  every  book  delivered  to  any 
patron,  much  more  so  if  the  patron  be  a  child, 
and  for  this  reason  he  will  take  the  utmost  pains 
to  aid  and  guide  the  children  in  the  selection  of 
their  reading-matter. 

Personal  influence :  In  small  places  the  li- 
brarian's direct  personal  influence  may  aid  the 
library  in  this  adaptation  to  local  needs  aod  cir- 
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cumstances,  and  while  what  Miss  West  calls 
his  "  personal  equation  "  may  enter  as  a  factor 
in  his  work,  it  is  advisable  for  every  librarian 
to  remain  the  "unknown"  quantity  of  that 
equation. 

In  connection  with  these  general  remarks,  I 
thought  it  might  be  of  interest  to  present  briefly 
what  is  being  done  by  some  of  the  libraries  of  the 
state  with  regard  to  adaptation  to  local  needs. 

For  this  reason,  I  addressed  circulars  contain- 
ing eight  questions  to  25  libraries,  and  having 
received  replies  from  18  institutions,  I  wish  to 
make  the  following  report  : 

The  questions  submitted  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

1.  Do  you  approve  of  the  principle  that  the 
library  should  adapt  itself  to  local  needs  ?  i.  c., 
in  agricultural  districts,  would  you  supply  books 
and  periodicals  on  agriculture  ;  in  manufacturing 
districts,  books  and  periodicals  on  the  special 
industry  of  the  locality,  etc. 

2.  If  opposed  to  this  principle,  please  state 
reasons  why. 


3.  In  what  manner  do  you  adapt  your  library 
to  the  special  needs  of  your  locality  ? 

4.  Do  you  aid  the  schools? 

5.  Do  you  collect  and  preserve  local  ephem- 
eral prints,  like  handbills,  programs,  pamphlets  ? 

6.  Do  you  preserve  files  of  local  papers  ? 

7.  Have  you  any  special  method  by  which 
you  make  your  library  valuable  to  your  own 
locality? 

8.  How  do  you  interest  your  citizens  in  your 
library  ? 

From  the  replies  the  following  facts  are 
gathered  : 

Sixteen  favor  the  adaptation  to  local  needs, 
two  seem  to  object. 

Thirteen  aid  the  schools. 

Eight  collect  and  preserve  local  pamphlets. 

Nine  preserve  files  of  newspapers,  local  and 
otherwise. 

Three  claim  special  methods. 

Six  interest  the  citizens  in  their  locality  by 
notices  in  the  local  papers. 


PRACTICAL   LIBRARY-MOVING. 
BY  C:  R.  GlLLETT,  Librarian  of  Union  Theological  Seminary. 


IN  the  November  number  of  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL  there  were  several  references  to  the 
problem  which  occasionally  confronts  the  li- 
brarian, viz. :  What  is  the  best  method  of  mov- 
ing books  from  old  to  new  quarters?  Many 
men,  many  answers;  and  of  course  there  are 
many  ways  in  which  it  may  be  done,  provided 
one  has  an  unlimited  corps  of  assistants  and 
helpers.  But  that  is  not  the  case  with  all  of  us, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  be  in  my 
own  case,  I  would  like  to  set  down  some  of  the 
results  at  which  I  arrived.  For  such,  the  ques- 
tion is  complicated  by  the  item  of  expense,  and 
the  problem  takes  this  form:  How  can  re- 
moval be  effected  most  cheaply,  consistent  with 
convenience  and  safety?  The  individual  car- 
rier with  an  armful  of  books,  and  the  box  close- 
ly packed  and  fastened,  represent  perhaps  the 
extremes,  and  they  are  both  exceedingly  ex- 
pensive, troublesome  and  slow.  Books  so 
treated  are  also  exposed  to  special  dangers,  and 
from  experience  I  do  not  think  that  the  per- 
centage of  damage  is  any  less  after  all  this 
trouble  has  been  taken  than  according  to  the 
system  which  I  have  adopted. 

The  question  which  is  fundamental  to  the 
whole  problem  is  this ;  What  is  the  unit  to  be 


handled,  and  what  unit  is  most  convenient,  ex- 
peditious and  safe  ?  Usually  the  single  volume 
is  treated  as  the  unit,  but  thereby  the  complex- 
ity and  detail  of  the  task  is  vastly  multiplied. 
This,  if  one  carries  the  matter  back  far  enough, 
is  the  system  actually  adopted  when  books 
are  boxed  for  removal.  To  be  sure,  the  aim 
in  boxing  is  the  preservation  of  the  volumes 
from  loss  and  harm,  but  when  the  boxes  are 
unpacked  the  treatment  of  the  books  and  the 
replacing  of  them  on  the  shelves  is  the  treat- 
ment and  the  replacing  of  the  individual  book, 
for  boxes  and  shelves  cannot  be  made  converti- 
ble terms  without  great  waste  of  time,  strength 
and  room.  Convenience  in  handling  is  thus 
sacrificed  to  supposed  safety,  and  with  it  comes 
multitudinous  and  useless  detail. 

It  makes  no  difference  how  a  library  is  classi- 
fied—  the  classification  furnishes  the  clue  to  the 
order  of  the  units  which  compose  the  entire 
collection,  whether  the  book  or  a  number  of 
books  constitute  that  unit.  Given  a  classifica- 
tion or  a  fixed  order,  and  the  sequence  of  the 
units  takes  care  of  itself.  The  primary  arrange- 
ment in  the  new  quarters  miist  correspond  with 
that  in  the  old  for  obvious  reasons,  but  prin- 
cipally to  avoid  confusion.  The  problem  is  to 
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transfer  the  classification  unchanged  and  to 
make  changes  and  adaptations  to  a  new  en- 
vironment later, 

Having  had  considerable  experience  in  the 
moving  of  collections  of  books,  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  give  my  conclusions.  On  the  first  oc- 
casion, some  ten  years  ago,  I  had  on  my  hands 
a  collection  of  60,000  volumes  which  were  to  be 
removed  from  the  old  building  of  Union  The- 
ological Seminary  at  9  University  Place  (just 
below  8th  St.,  New  York)  to  700  Park  ave.,  be- 
tween 6oth  and  7<>th  sts. ,  a  distance  of  between 
three  and  four  miles.  Later  I  moved  the  li- 
brary of  the  San  Francisco  Theological  Semi- 
nary from  San  Francisco  to  San  Anselmo,  a 
distance  of  upwards  of  20  miles,  partly  by 
wagon,  partly  by  boat,  and  partly  by  rail.  In 
each  case  the  same  plan  was  followed  with  en- 
tirely satisfactory  results,  The  same  plan  has 
since  been  adopted  by  the  librarian  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York  in  transferring 
his  books  from  Washington  Square  to  Univer- 
sity Heights,  a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles. 
No  boxes  were  used,  and  during  the  process  of 
removal  any  book  was  available  except  during 
the  period  while  the  books  were  on  the  cart  in 
actual  transit.  Wagons  with  good  strong 
springs  were  used  and  as  many  as  a  ton  (in 
some  cases  nearly  two  tons)  of  books  went  to  a 
single  load.  One  of  these  libraries  was  num- 
bered by  shelves  and  in  the  other  there  was 
only  a  sequence  of  volumes  under  the  larger 
rubrics  of  the  classification  (the  classification  was 
not  completed  at  the  time  of  removal).  The 
unit  was  not  the  single  book,  but  an  aggrega- 
tion of  books  which  made  a  pile  of  books  of  a 
given  size.  Usually  a  shelf-ful  made  two  units, 
and  each  was  tied  in  a  bundle  and  marked  with 
its  appropriate  number  which  indicated  the 
place  whence  it  came,  its  relative  position  in 
the  classification  and  its  destination  in  the  new 


quarters.  The  cords  used  were  of  thick,  soft 
jute,  and  only  in  rare  cases  did  they  damage  the 
bindings  or  leave  any  trace  of  their  presence. 
Care  in  the  selection  of  the  end  books  contrib- 
uted, of  course,  to  this  result.  Where  greater 
care  was  required,  paper  was  used  to  cover 
corners  and  edges,  so  that  as  a  final  result  it 
may  be  said  that  damage  of  the  slightest  sort 
was  not  done  to  more  than  one  book  in  500. 
The  60,000  volumes  in  New  York  were  pre- 
pared for  removal,  moved  over  three  miles  and 
set  up  in  place  ready  for  use,  by  four  assistants 
in  thirty  days.  The  15,000  in  San  Francisco 
were  prepared  and  moved  by  two  assistants  in  a 
week  and  a  half. 

My  experience  points  to  this  system  as  eco- 
nomical, expeditious,  safe  and  satisfactory. 
The  immense  labor  of  packing  boxes  is  avoided 
and  the  amount  of  actual  damage  done  is  no 
greater  than  in  the  case  of  boxed  books.  The 
strings  are  arranged  with  a  fixed  loop  at  one 
end  so  that  they  can  be  used  over  and  over 
again.  The  bundle  became  the  unit  and  could 
be  handled  with  ease  and  safety.  A  paper  slip 
bearing  the  classification  number  directed  the 
bundle  to  its  appropriate  place,  and  if  the  cord 
was  not  removed  till  the  final  location  had  been 
settled,  the  transfer  of  a  package  was  much 
facilitated.  The  cords  cost  less  than  boxes  and 
could  be  used  with  greater  speed.  And  when 
the  cost  of  removal  was  counted  up.it  was  much 
less  than  it  would  have  been  under  any  other 
system.  Actual  risk  of  damage  was  incurred 
only  when  the  books  were  in  the  cart  and  in 
transit.  It  then  arose  only  from  the  jolting  of 
the  vehicle  over  rough  stone  pavements,  but 
was  obviated  by  the  use  of  an  abundance  of 
heavy  cloths  and  blankets.  Care  had  to  be 
observed  in  packing  the  bundles,  but  this  is  an 
easier  task  than  might  appear  at  first  sight, 
and  I  did  most  of  it  myself. 


COMBINATION    ORDER   AND    SHELF-LIST    SLIP. 
BY  WILLARD  H.  AUSTIN,  Reference  Librarian  Cornell  University. 


EVERY  library,  large  or  small,  must  determine 
for  itself  the  character  and  the  number  of  the 
records  it  should  keep.  A  charging  system  may 
range  all  the  way  from  a  single  entry  to  three 
and  four,  according  as  it  is  found  necessary  to 
be  able  to  determine  certain  facts  about  any 
book  not  in  its  place  on  the  shelves.  Although 


there  is  a  certain  range  in  the  matter  of  record- 
keeping,  all  who  have  ever  had  the  supervision 
of  a  library  that  makes  any  claim  for  order  and 
system,  are  agreed  that  there  are  certain  funda- 
mentals which  cannot  well  be  omitted  in  any 
case.  These  include,  as  is  well  known,  the  ac- 
cession book,  the  shelf-list,  the  order-list,  the 
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catalog  and  charging  system.  In  a  small 
library,  where  one  person,  or  at  most  two, 
must  do  all  the  work,  the  question  of  the  num- 
ber of  records  to  be  made  is  a  serious  mat- 
ter. It  is  for  such  cases  that  I  wish  to  out- 
line a  device  which  I  have  put  into  opera- 
tion in  a  small  library  over  which  I  as- 
sumed supervision,  and  which  works  very  sat- 


isfactorily. So  excellent  does  it  prove  that  I 
think  it  a  pity  not  to  give  others  the  benefit 
of  the  idea. 

It  may  be  called  a  combination  order  and 
shelf-list  slip,  and  its  name  explains  its  uses.  I 
insert  here  a  model  form,  which  may  be  varied 
from  to  suit  particular  cases,  but  which  will 
serve  to  illustrate  what  I  have  in  mind: 
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As  will  be  readily  seen,  its  first  use  is  as  an 
order-slip  to  be  filled  out  by  the  librarian  or 
others,  from  time  to  time,  and  together  the 
slips  form  an  order-list,  from  which  titles  may 
be  selected,  according  to  the  amount  of  funds 
available  at  any  one  time  of  ordering.  After 
being  copied  on  the  order-sheet  to  be  sent 
away,  the  slips  are  dated  and  filed  away,  desig- 
nated as  "  Orders  out."  When  the  books  arrive 
the  corresponding  order-slip  for  each  one  is 
again  dated, to  show  when  the  book  was  received, 
the  price  corrected  by  the  invoice  —  if  the  actual 
cost  differs  from  the  list  price  —  and  each  slip  in- 
serted between  the  leaves  of  the  volume.  When 
the  volume  is  given  its  accession  number,  the 
slip  receives  the  same  number.  In  the  same 
manner  the  slip  receives  the  class  and  book 
numbers  given  to  the  volume,  and  the  record 
is  complete.  Up  to  this  time  no  shelf-list  entry 
as  such  has  been  made,  but  this  order-slip,  with 
the  full  information  which  it  now  gives,  is  itself 
the  shelf-list  entry,  and  is  more  complete  than 
many  librarians  would  justify  themselves  in 
taking  the  time  to  make  for  a  shelf -list  alone. 
Another,  and  temporary,  use  to  which  these  slips 
may  be  put  before  being  permanently  filed  in 


the  shelf-list,  is  to  serve  as  a  list  of  new  books, 
for  which  purpose  they  may  be  arranged  in  one 
alphabet  or  classed.  This  is  one  reason  for 
making  the  slips  the  same  size  as  the  small  in- 
dex card,  that  they  may  be  put  in  some  unused 
portion  of  the  catalog  case,  where  they  can  be 
consulted  by  borrowers  in  search  of  "  new 
books."  Here  they  are  kept  until  the  next  in- 
voice arrives,  when  they  are  put  permanently 
into  the  shelf-list.  They  should  be  punched  and 
fastened  in  with  a  rod  to  prevent  their  mis- 
placement, while  they  serve  as  a  new-book  list 
as  well  as  when  they  form  the  permanent  shelf- 
list. 

Nothing  further  need  be  said.  It  is  evident 
that  a  library  by  means  of  this  slip  has  all  the 
advantages  of  an  order-slip  and  a  shelf-list, 
with  only  the  labor  necessary  to  make  either 
record  separately.  A  shelf-list  in  this  form  needs 
never  to  be  rewritten,  is  quite  as  convenient  for 
taking  inventory,  if  two  persons  are  available 
for  the  work,  as  the  sheet  shelf-list.  It  forms 
a  classed  catalog,  in  form  like  the  dictionary 
catalog  used  by  the  public,  which  may  always 
be  at  hand  for  the  use  of  the  librarian,  or  others, 
to  get  at  the  literature  of  any  subject. 
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THE    CLERKENWELL    OPEN     LENDING 
LIBRARY.* 

Jamtt  D.  Brown,  in  the  Library. 

SOME  interest  having  been  expressed  in  the 
experiment  oi  throwing  open  the  lending 
library  book-shelves  at  Clerkenwell  to  enable 
readers  to  examine  and  choose  books  for  them- 
selves, it  is  proposed,  in  compliance  with  many 
requests,  to  briefly  describe  the  method.  In 
doing  this  attention  shall  be  directed  chiefly  to 
a  description  of  its  organization  and  working, 
with  the  results  so  far  as  they  have  been  ob- 
served in  Clerkenwell.  ..." 

When  the  work  of  changing  the  system  was 
seriously  confronted,  several  troublesome  prob- 
lems presented  themselves.  Among  them  were 
these:  our  space  was  very  small;  our  book- 
shelves too  high  and  too  deep;  the  light  was 
badly  distributed;  and  our  stock  was  not  fresh. 
Then,  difficulties  cropped  up  connected  with  the 
classification  and  arrangement  of  books  on  the 
shelves,  and  the  invention  of  a  suitable  charg- 
ing system,  not  to  mention  minor  matters;  but 
a  little  study  overcame  them  all,  and  the  meth- 
ods now  about  to  be  described  are  the  result. 

We  had  accumulated  a  number  of  heavy  and 
bulky  works  of  more  or  less  value  from  the 
source  of  donation,  and  as  space  was  very  lim- 
ited, it  became  necessary  to  remove  these  to  the 
reference  department,  especially  as  it  was 
found  that  many  of  them  had  never  been  asked 
for  during  the  five  years  of  the  library's  life. 
This  was  the  first  thing  done,  and  is  an  act  of 
policy  likely  to  be  repeated  in  Clerkenwell  be- 
cause of  the  small  amount  of  space,  and  in 
order  that  the  library  may  be  maintained  in  a 
thoroughly  upKo-date  condition.  Probably  the 
pruning  process  will  take  place  every  five 
years,  or  when  the  general  catalog  is  re- 
printed. The  next  step  was  to  write  cards  for 
every  book  in  the  library  for  use  in  the  charg- 
ing system.  These  are  manilla  slips,  measur- 
ing five  by  two  inches,  ruled  on  both  sides,  for 
two  columns  of  readers'  numbers  and  dates  of 
issue,  and  are  kept  in  narrow  trays  in  lots  of 
1000  in  strict  numerical  order.  Simultaneously 
the  work  of  rewriting  the  borrowers'  cards  was 
carried  on.  These  are  exactly  the  same  as  the 
book  cards,  but  one  inch  shorter,  and  they  are 
kept  in  alphabetical  order  of  borrowers'  sur- 
names. Most  of  this  work  was  done  before 
the  actual  closing  of  the  library,  and  in  ad- 
dition, the  various  circulars  and  other  forms 
were  drawn  up  and  circulated.  Every  read- 
er, on  returning  his  or  her  book  before  the 
closing  of  the  library,  was  furnished  with 
a  "ticket  voucher"  bearing  the  ticket  num- 
ber only,  to  prove  bona  fides  at  the  reopen- 
ing, and  a  copy  of  the  descriptive  circular. 
Everything  being  thus  ready,  the  library  was 
closed,  and  the  bookcases  were  altered  and  re- 
spaced  at  once,  to  enable  the  staff  to  arrange 
the  books.  This  rearrangement  of  book- 
cases enables  the  assistants  to  completely  over- 

*  Read  at  Belfast  meeting  of  the  I,.  A.  U.  K.,  Sept., 
1894.  Printed  in  the  Library*  Nov.,  1894.  Stt  Mr. 
Brown's  article  in  Jan.  L.  j. 


look  every  passage,  and  so  control  the  move- 
ments of  readers  among  the  books.  The  staff 
enclosure,  from  which  the  bookcases  slightly 
radiate,  was  also  formed  from  the  materials  of 
the  old  counter,  and  with  the  screen,  locking 
wickets, charging  system,  new  ga*  fittings,  etc., 
cost  about  .£50. 

The  books  are  classified  much  as  they  had  been 
before,  the  main  classes  and  their  divisions  of 
specific  subjects  being  kept  together.  Fiction, 
books  for  young  readers  and  poetry  are  arranged 
in  separate  alphabets  of  authors'  surnames,  with 
alphabetical  initial  guides  on  every  shelf  to  show 
where  any  letter  commences  or  ends.  All  other 
main  classes  are  divided  and  arranged  according 
to  subjects,  and  these  are  shown  on  japanned 
steel  shelf-labels  bearing  subject  words  in  white 
letters.  In  addition,  every  press  bears  a  large 
classification  label  on  the  cornice  above  the  books, 
and  on  its  end  as  well,  so  that  the  reader  in 
search  of  any  particular  class  can  see  at  once 
where  it  is  placed.  Thus,  a  division  headed 
"  FICTION  A  to  H,"  contains  novelists  from 
Edmond  About  to  Thomas  Hardy,  each  shelf 
having  a  letter  label  A,  B,  C,  D,  or  what- 
ever the  author's  initial  may  be;  while  the 
division  headed  "BIOGRAPHY"  is  divided  ac- 
cording to  subjects,  by  means  of  the  metal  labels 
aforesaid  —  "Actors,"  "Artists,"  "Authors," 
**  Musicians,"  "  Monarchs,"  "  Statesmen,"  etc., 
each  being  kept  in  alphabetical  order,  according 
to  subject  of  biography,  e.g.,  all  separate  lives 
of  Goethe,  Wellington,  Gladstone,  or  Queen 
Victoria  will  be  found  together.  The  same 
principle  is  carried  right  through  every  class, 
save  in  very  small  subjects  or  groups  of  subjects, 
when  alphabetization  is  not  attempted.  To 
minimize  the  difficulty  of  detecting  misplace- 
ments every  shelf  hasits  books  labelled  adifferent 
color,  and  opposing  bookcases,  having  different 
classes,  are  further  distinguished  by  having 
differently  shaped  labels.  Nine  shelf  colors,  and 
six  class  shapes  are  used,  and  the  whole  of  the 
shapes  are  made  from  one  square  form  by  divi- 
sion, cross-cutting,  etc.  We  are  rather  troubled 
by  our  book-labels  peeling  off,  and  should  be 
glad  to  learn  of  any  paste  or  glue  which  will 
stick  thin  labels  firmly  in  place.  In  addition, 
each  shelf  is  numbered,  and  its  number  is 
carried  on  to  the  label  on  the  backs  of  the  books, 
as  well  as  on  to  the  label  inside  the  books.  The 
bookcases  being  too  high,  it  was  necessary  to 
stop  out  two  shelves  in  each  tier,  and  rearrange 
and  compress  the  remaining  nine  shelves  so  that 
the  bottom  one  should  not  be  close  to  the  floor, 
while  the  top  one  should  be  within  easy  seeing 
and  reaching  distance  by  means  of  i8-inch 
steps.  These,  then,  were  the  principal  structural 
alterations  made  necessary  by  the  change. 

The  charging  system  is  very  simple  and  will 
be  easily  comprehended  by  a  brief  description 
of  the  operation  of  first  issuing  a  book  to  a  new 
reader  and  discharging  it  on  return.  When  the 
applicant  presents  himself  at  the  barrier  he  finds 
that  he  cannot  walk  right  into  the  library,  as  he 
may  have  supposed ,  on  account  of  a  wicket  which 
is  locked.  He  next  finds,  on  giving  his  "  ticket- 
voucher  "  to  the  assistant,  that  it  was  a  very 
good  thing  he  was  not  trying  to  personate  some 
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one  else  in  order  to  get  free  access  to  the  library, 
because  be  has  to  give  his  proper  name,  and  the 
assistant  makes  sure  that  the  number  on  the 
"  ticket-voucher"  agrees  with  that  on  the  actual 
reader's  card,  which  was  made  out  from  the 
voucher  form  and  is  now  taken  from  the  alpha- 
betical sequence  already  mentioned.  Having 
made  certain  that  the  reader  is  entitled  to  borrow, 
that  his  umbrella  and  hand-bag  are  taken  in  re- 
turn for  numbered  tokens,  and  that  his  dog,  bi- 
cycle and  three  companions  remain  outside,  the 
assistant  presses  with  his  foot  a  small  lever 
which  draws  back  the  spring  bolt  which  locks  the 
wicket,  and  the  reader,  empty-handed  and  alone, 
passes  into  the  library  ;  the  wicket  immediately 
shutting  and  locking  again.  These  precautions 
are  taken,  not  out  of  distrust  of  the  readers,  but 
for  their  convenience,  registration  purposes, 
and  to  save  the  public  property  from  all  danger 
of  being  looted  by  casual  thieves.  The  assistant 
then  goes  to  a  little  alphabetical  rack  on  the 
charging  side,  and  pops  the  reader's  card  into  the 
small  pigeon-hole  lettered  B — as  we  will  assume 
the  reader's  name  is  Brown — destroys  the  now 
useless  ticket-voucher,  and  is  at  liberty  to  attend 
on  some  one  else,  or  perhaps  to  assist  Brown,  to 
whom  the  arrangement  is  new.  However,  to 
obviate  the  trouble  of  too  much  personally 
conducting  our  readers,  which  some  resent,  and 
to  instruct  them  in  elementary  classification  and 
the  art  of  finding  books  for  themselves,  a  little 
"  Reader's  shelf-guide  "  is  provided,  which  di- 
rects to  the  principal  authors  and  subjects  on  the 
numbered  shelves.  Most  of  the  readers  very 
soon  grasp  the  plan  of  arrangement,  and  when 
the  few  slow  ones  fail,  the  librarian  or  his 
assistants  are  always  at  hand  to  instruct  and 
help. 

With  the  aid  of  the  printed  "shelf-guide" 
and  the  plainer  guides  on  the  shelves  them- 
selves, Brown  selects  a  book  which,  for  con- 
venience sake,  we  shall  say  is  "  Hopkinsononthe 
indicator,"  no.  5010.  He  then,  forgetting  his 
umbrella  and  hand-bag,  and  with  the  "  Indi- 
cator" under  his  arm,  proceeds  to  the  exit 
wicket,  in  order  to  quickly  rejoin  his  dog  and 
three  friends.  But  he  finds  that  the  wicket  is 
locked  and  that  an  assistant  is  demanding  his 
name  and  book  for  registration  purposes.  On 
his  giving  up  both,  the  assistant  then  selects 
Brown's  card  from  the  rack,  and  the  book-card, 
5010,  from  the  proper  tray,  places  both  cards  in 
a  small  loose  pocket,  and  then  in  a  numerical 
rack,  stamps  the  book  with  the  date  of  issue,  and 
allows  Brown  to  pass  out,  after  returning  his 
umbrella  and  hand-bag.  This  takes  a  long  time 
to  describe,  but  in  actual  practice  is  extremely 
rapid — any  ordinary  assistant  being  able  to  pass 
from  1 20  to  150  readers  in  one  hour  ;  that  is,  at 
the  charging  desk,  with  another  assistant  pre- 
siding at  the  discharging  side.  Two  quick, 
accurate  assistants  can  pass  in  and  out  200 
readers  in  one  hour  without  being  very  sorely 
put  about.  One  quick  assistant  at  Clerken- 
well,  on  several  occasions  when  the  staff  was 
short-handed,  has  marked  off  and  charged 
55  books  in  25  minutes,  including  the 
taking  of  fines,  etc.,  and  assistance  rendered  to 


inquirers.  But  this  is  a  small  point,  and  only 
mentioned  to  make  clear  that  business  is  accom- 
plished in  much  "  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell." 
At  intervals,  throughout  the  day,  the  book  and 
reader  cards  are  taken  from  the  rough  numeri- 
cal order  in  the  rack  where  we  left  them,  and 
carefully  sorted,  the  book-numbers  being  car- 
ried on  to  the  readers'  cards,  and  the  readers' 
numbers  and  dates  on  to  the  book  cards.  This  is 
not  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  junction  of  the 
two  is  quite  sufficient  to  make  a  full  charge,  but 
for  the  sake  of  permanency  of  record  we  prefer 
to  show  both  sides  of  every  transaction  in  this 
way.  When  the  day  is  done  the  cards  represent- 
ing issues,  now  arranged  in  strict  numerical 
order  with  projecting  guides  at  every  thousand, 
are  carefully  counted  by  classes  and  placed  in  a 
tray  which  bears  the  date  of  issue  on  a  metal 
projection.  There  they  remain  till  the  books 
represented  are  returned.  Brown  took  the 
"Indicator"  book  out  on  the  ist  of  May,  and 
returned  it  on  the  i2th.  He,  as  before,  goes  to 
the  entrance  barrier  where  the  assistant  takes 
the  book  from  him,  turns  up  the  date,  May  ist, 
proceeds  to  that  tray  and  removes  the  number, 
5010,  which  is  in  the  pocket  along  with  the 
reader's  card.  The  book  is  then  placed  on  the 
counter  available  for  reissue  or  replacement  by 
the  staff  ;  the  reader's  card  and  pocket  put  back 
in  the  pigeon-hole,  letter  B,  the  book-card 
placed  at  the  back  of  the  5000  tray,  to  be  prop- 
erly filed  at  leisure,  and  Brown  is  again  per- 
mitted to  pass  the  wicket.  The  card-charging 
system  which  we!have  adopted  enables  us  to  say 
whether  or  not  a  book  is  out,  or  if  any  given 
reader  has  a  book  out.  It  also  enables  us  to 
detect  overdues  automatically.  There  Pis  no 
reason  why  a  condensed  and  slightly  modified 
indicator  should  not  be  used^as  the  charging 
method  by  those  who  prefer  it. 

These,  then,  are  the  main  lines  on  which  the 
Clerkenwell  Open  Library  are  worked,  and  it 
now  only  remains  to  summarize  the  drawbacks 
and  advantages  which  a  short  experience  has 
taught  us  are  elements  in  the  working  of  the 
system,  which  may  be  modified  or  intensified  as 
time  goes  on. 

First,  as  to  the  drawbacks  ;  which  must  be 
distinctly  understood  to  refer  to  the  Clerkenwell 
Library  alone,  and  not  to  the  system  in  its  ideal 
working.  These  nearly  all  arise  from  the  con- 
version of  unsuitable  fittings  and  inadequate 
Space  to  purposes  for  which  they  were  never  in- 
tended. Our  book-shelves  being  too  high,  bring 
about  the  necessity  for  short,  obstructive  foot- 
stools, which,  in  their  turn,  combine  with  the 
narrow  parts  of  the  passages  to  cause  an  oc- 
casional tendency  to  crowd  at  these  points  in  the 
evenings.  The  fact  that  two  of  the  passages 
form  blind  alleys,  and  all  the  others  are  too 
narrow,  also  helps  to  increase  this  ten- 
dency. Our  shelves,  being  nine  inches  deep 
instead  of  only  six  and  a  half  or  seven,  cause  the 
occasional  pushing  behind  of  little  volumes ;  but 
this  is  not  a  frequent  occurrence.  The  height 
and  arrangement  of  the  bookcases  make  our 
light  rather  bad  through  the  day,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  oversight  is  practically  perfect.  The 
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temporary  misplacement  of  books  occurs  chiefly 
in  the  presses  devoted  to  prose  fiction  and  juve- 
nile literature.  In  other  classes  it  occurs  to  such 
a  small  extent  as  to  be  unworthy  of  notice  ;  but 
when  a  book  is  misplaced  it  is  never  farther  off, 
as  a  rule,  than  the  shelf  above  or  below,  and  is 
instantly  detected  by  the  color  label.  In  fiction 
and  juvenile  literature  the  misplacements  are 
more  frequent,  though  seldom  more  serious  than 
authors  whose  names  begin  Bl  being  found 
among  those  beginning  Bo.  This  is  a  small 
matter  in  reality,  owing  to  so  many  books  being 
out,  and  among  the  hundreds  of  readers  who 
have  been  questioned  or  have  written  on  the 
point,  not  one  will  admit  that  misplacement  pre- 
sents a  difficulty  of  any  great  moment.  Never- 
theless, it  exists  temporarily  to  the  extent  in- 
dicated, but  a  permanent  misplacement  likely  to 
cause  trouble  is  almost  an  impossibility,  for  sev- 
eral reasons.  The  assistants  are  continually 
among  the  shelves  tidying  them  up  and  assist- 
ing readers,  and  as  it  does  not  take  more  than 
ten  minutes  for  one  to  scan  every  press  and  put 
everything  to  rights,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  dis- 
covery of  a  misplacement  is  inevitable.  Besides 
this,  the  method  of  continuous  stock-taking  and 
morning  checking  leaves  very  little  chance  for  a 
misplaced  book  to  remain  long  out  of  its  right 
position.  On  the  whole,  we  are  disposed  to 
class  misplacement  as  a  drawback  of  no  great 
moment.  The  final  possible  drawback  is  that  of 
thefts,  and  on  this  point  nothing  definite  can  be 
said  till  after  more  time  has  passed.  We  are 
now  taking  stock  continually  in  this  way.  Each 
assistant  is  responsible  for  about  80  shelves, 
for  which  he  or  she  is  provided  with  a  complete 
shelf-register.  A  certain  number  of  shelves  must 
be  checked  by  each  assistant  every  week,  and 
the  librarian  notes  the  result  in  his  special  shelf- 
register,  so  that  he  can  report  to  his  commission- 
ers monthly.  The  library  will  thus  be  over- 
hauled several  times  a  year  without  closing  or 
loss  of  time,  and  the  commissioners  will  be  kept 
informed  of  losses  as  they  occur.  Up  to  August 
31,  4500  volumes  had  been  checked  in  this  way, 
with  the  result  that  no  volumes  were  missing. 
Owing  to  certain  economies  likely  to  be  effected 
and  referred  to  later  among  the  advantages  of 
the  system,  it  is  very  improbable  that  the  losses 
will  ever  be  so  serious  as  to  outweigh  the  valua- 
ble advantages  to  the  public,  or  even  the  saving 
which  can  be  m«de  on  various  items.  .  .  . 

Coming  to  the  advantages  of  the  system,  it  is 
difficult  to  fix  on  any  salient  points  among  so 
many  which  claim  prominence.  The  enormous 
benefit  to  the  readers  of  direct  contact  with  the 
books ;  the  power  given  of  examination  and 
comparison  ;  the  educational  value  of  permitting 
readers  to  go  about  in  even  a  roughly  classified 
library  ;  and  the  rapidity  with  which  ordinary 
readers  can  suit  themselves,  are  all  advantages 
about  which  there  can  hardly  be  a  difference  of 
opinion.  Perhaps  the  phrase  of  one  of  the 
readers  will  best  convey  the  general  outside 
view  of  the  change  :  "  It  is  just  the  difference 
between  a  lottery  and  a  certainty."  The  pre- 
vious method  of  issuing  books  at  Clerkenwell 
was  somewhat  hampered  with  this  defect  ;  read- 


ers did  not  always  get  exactly  what  they  wanted 
or  what  pleased  them,  but  only  what  they 
thought  would  please  them.  It  is  absolutely  im- 
possible to  tell  from  a  catalog  entry  what  a  book 
is  about,  while  on  the  other  hand  a  very  cursory 
glance  over  the  pages  of  a  book  will  enable 
a  reader  to  decide  with  certainty,  and  to 
make  a  selection  which  will  prove  satisfactory. 
As  a  great  majority  of  public  library  readers  are 
hard-working  people  who  read  mostly  for  recre- 
ation, it  is  of  some  importance  to  them  that  their 
time  is  not  wasted  withdrawing  books  altogether 
unsuitable,  and  not  changeable  till  the  follow- 
ing day.  So  it  is  with  the  student  or  reader  for 
information.  Not  one  catalog  in  a  hundred 
makes  the  slightest  attempt  to  discriminate  be- 
tween what  is  good  and  what  is  indifferent,  what 
is  out-of-date  and  up-to-date  on  any  subject,  so 
that  the  power  of  examination  to  such  persons 
is  absolutely  necessary  if  they  are  to  make  the 
best  educational  use  of  the  library.  The  brows- 
ing habit  has  not  been  developed  as  yet  in 
Clerkenwell,  nor  will  it  be  encouraged  because 
of  our  limited  space,  but'  there  can  hardly  be  a 
doubt  that  the  casual  dipping  into  books  of 
various  kinds  has  some  value  in  the  spread  of  in- 
formation. Although  we  have  given  every  op- 
portunity for  readers  to  express  their  opinions 
on  the  system,  so  far  nothing  unfavorable  has 
been  brought  forward  ;  every  one  who  has  been 
asked  or  who  has  written  having  expressed 
nothing  but  appreciation  of  the  system  and  the 
hope  that  it  may  always  be  continued.  Even  the 
few  grumblers  who  have  found  fault  because 
they  were  unable  at  times  to  get  particular 
books  make  haste  to  declare  that  they  have  no 
desire  for  a  return  to  the  old  system.  It  thus 
appears  that  the  persons  most  concerned  in  the 
use  and  maintenance  of  the  library  are  those 
who  are  most  anxious  for  the  continuance  of  the 
open  system.  This  being  so,  it  is  hard  to  resist 
the  conclusion  that  if  those  who  maintain  the 
library  demand  that  it  shall  be  worked  in  the 
manner  which  best  suits  their  convenience  and 
wishes,  there  is  no  alternative  but  submission  to 
thespublic  will.  It  may  therefore  be  allowed 
that,  from  the  important  point  of  view  of  the 
public,  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  open  system.  The  advantages  from 
the  staff  point  of  view  we  shall  briefly  summarize 
as  follows : 

(1)  Economies  will  be  effected   in  the  staff, 
leading  to  the  employment  of  fewer,  but  better 
educated  assistants,  who  will  be  able  to  render 
the  greatest  service  to  readers.     The  larger  the 
library  the  fewer  assistants  will  be  wanted  in 
proportion. 

(2)  Elaborate  cataloging  will  no  longer    be 
necessary,   as  the  labor  row  spent  in   making 
costly  inventories  will  be  available  for  properly 
indexing  the  contents  of  the  books  in  the  library. 

(3)  The  librarian  and  his  staff  being  largely 
freed  from  the  drudgery  of  finding  books,  and 
the  loss  of  time  arising  in  consequence,  are  able 
to  devote  more  attention  to  the  needs  of  borrow- 
ers, and  to  assist  them  in  ways  formerly  fourd 
impossible.     Incidentally  it  may  be  noted  that 
junior  assistants  are  enabled  to  learn  rather  more 
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about  the  books  in  the  library  and  their  class  re- 
lationships than  before. 

(4)  The  constant  and  close  contact  of  the  bor- 
rowers with  the  books  and  intelligent  assistants 
will  no  doubt  gradually  induce  a  superior  class 
of  reading  ;  or,  at  least,  will  tend  to  direct  mere 
pastime  reading  into  higher  channels. 

(5)  The   freedom    and   absence   of   formality 
connected  with  the  open  library  attracts  readers, 
and  tends  to  popularize  the  library  itself. 

There  are  many  other  points  connected  with 
the  Clerkenwell  Open  Library  which  are  worthy 
of  attention,  but  we  are  not  here  as  advocates  of 
the  system,  and  prefer  to  let  library  managers  and 
librarians  draw  their  own  conclusions  from  what 
has  been  described,  and  from  the  literature  which 
has  been  distributed.  As  far  as  the  experiment 
has  been  tried,  the  commissioners  and  people  of 
Clerkenwell  have  every  reason  to  be  thoroughly 
satisfied,  and  as  time  goes  on  and  methods  are 
improved,  we  are  not  too  sanguine  in  assuming 
that  the  library  will  become  an  engine  of  the 
utmost  efficiency  in  promoting  the  educational 
and  recreative  pursuits  of  the  public.  What 
has  already  been  done  in  Clerkenwell  is  full  of 
promise  for  the  future  ;  what  remains  to  be 
done  must  certainly  result  in  the  attainment  of  a 
higher  and  closer  relationship  between  the  peo- 
ple and  one  of  their  own  institutions  than  has 
yet  been  found  possible. 

A  PROPER  STANDARD  FOR  PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES. 

THE  Public  Libraries  department  of  the  New 
York  State  Library  has  issued  the  following  cir- 
cular :; 

The  University  law  of  1892  authorizes  the 
payment  of  local  subsidies  to  libraries  registered 
by  the  regents  as  maintaining  a  proper  library 
standard,  and  directs  the  apportionment  of  pub- 
lic library  money  under  regents'  rules. 

While  the  approval  of  any  library  must  de- 
pend on  the  report  of  the  official  inspector,  the 
following  statement  is  issued  to  direct  attention 
to  the  points  likely  to  come  under  review. 

Free  public  libraries  to  be  registered  by  the 
University  as  maintaining  a  proper  standard 
must  meet  the  following  requirements. 

1.  Each  library  must  be  in  charge  of  trustees 
duly  incorporated  under  state  law,  or  must  be- 
long to  an  institution  in  the  University. 

2.  The  selection  of  books  as  a  whole  must  be 
approved    for  literary   merit  and    educational 
value,  and  as  representing  in  due  proportion  the 
different  classes  of  literature  and  as  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  the  community. 

3.  Provision  for  support  must  be  sufficient  for 
frequent  addition   of  new  books  as  well  as  to 
meet  other  current  expenses. 

4.  ^The  library  must  be  open  at  a  fixed  time 
and  in  charge  of  a  competent  attendant  at  least 
one  hour  on  three  days  of  each  week  ;    in  vil- 
lages of  2,000  or  more  inhabitants  it  must  be 
open  at  least  two  hours  daily  for  not  less  than 
six  days  of  each  week  ;  and  in  villages  or  cities 
of  10,000  or  more  inhabitants  it  must  be  open  at 
least  six  hours  daily. 

To  be  counted  as  public,  a  college  or  academy 


library  must  be  open  at  least  six  hours  daily 
while  classes  are  in  session,  and  in  vacation 
must  be  open  at  least  one  hour  on  each  of  three 
days  of  each  week. 

These  rules  do  not  require  any  library  to  be 
kept  open  on  legal  holidays  or  Sundays. 

In  special  circumstances  connected  with  start- 
ing or  reorganizing  a  library,  on  approval  of  the 
regents,  the  requirements  as  to  hours  of  open- 
ing may  be  modified  till  the  library  is  more 
firmly  established. 

5.  An  accession  book  must  be  kept  in  which 
shall   be   recorded   the  date    of  accession,   the 
author,    title    and    cost   of    each   book  added. 
There  must  be  besides  some  suitable  catalog  for 
readers,  which  may  be  either  an  author  index,  a 
shelf-list  or  a  subject  catalog. 

6.  Books  must  be  arranged  on  the  shelves  by 
some  well-considered   system   that  will   group 
subjects  by  themselves  and  place  books  in  order 
in  each  subject.     The  character  of  the  classifi- 
cation will  depend  on  the  size  of  the  library  and 
local  conditions. 

7.  The   loan  system  in  use  must  provide  (a) 
that  every  book  lent  be  charged  to  its  borrower, 
with  the  date  of  borrowing  :  (&)  that  the  circula- 
tion of  each  day  be  recorded,  with  a  separate 
statement  of  the  number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent. 

The  above  simple  rules  of  business  manage- 
ment are  deemed  essential  to  the  security  and 
usefulness  of  the  books  in  any  public  library, 
and,  if  carefully  observed,  will  be  a  guarantee 
to  the  public  that  the  libraries  are  rendering 
valuable  service  in  return  for  the  aid  given. 


OPENING   OF  THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 

ON  January  31,  between  loa.m.  and  2  p.m.,  the 
new  Boston  Public  Library  building  was  thrown 
open  for  inspection  by  the  members  of  the  city 
government,  the  heads  of  city  departments,  and 
ex-mayors.  On  February  i,  at  10  a.m.,  the 
building  was  opened  to  the  general  public.  The 
absolute  simplicity  and  lack  of  formality  that 
characterized  the  event  came  as  a  surprise  to 
many  who  had  thought  that  there  must  be  some 
kind  of  dedicatory  exercise  or  public  demonstra- 
tion in  recognition  of  the  completion  of  the 
finest  library  building  in  the  United  States. 
During  the  first  week  in  February  —  Sunday 
included  —  the  library  was  open  for  inspection; 
at  the  end  of  this  "exhibition  week  "  the  regular 
work  of  delivering  and  receiving  books  was  be- 
gun and  the  library  was  fairly  settled  in  its 
Copley  Square  palace.  On  the  day  of  the  pub- 
lic opening  an  immense  throng  was  gathered 
waiting  admission  long  before  the  opening 
hour;  and  all  day  an  ever-increasing  stream  of 
interested  and  appreciative  visitors  examined 
and  admired  the  beauties  of  the  building.  An 
efficient  corps  of  attendants  were  in  readiness 
for  the  people  and  pointed  out  the  novelties 
and  improvements,  among  wh^ch  the  pneumatic 
tubes  and  railways  and  elevators  for  books  at- 
tracted intense  interest.  It  was  estimated  that 
at  least  10,000  persons  visited  the  building  the 
first  day,  of  whom  the  greater  number  were 
women. 
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A  STATE   LIBRARY    COMMISSION    FOR 
VERMONT. 

AT  the  present  session  of  the  Vermont  legisla- 
ture a  bill  providing  for  state  aid  to  libraries, 
similar  to  those  in  force  in  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire,  was  introduced  by  Senator 
Hazen,  of  St.  Johnsbury.  This  bill  passed  both 
houses  of  the  legislature  without  opposition,  and 
the  folio  wing  library  commissioners  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  :  Leland  W.  Landon,  of 
Burlington,  for  five  years  ;  H:  E.  Rustedt,  of 
Richford,  for  four  years;  Alfred  E.  Watson,  of 
Hartford,  for  three  years  ;  Mary  L.  Titcomb, 
of  Rutland,  for  two  years  ;  Louise  L.  Bartlett,  of 
St.  Johnsbury,  for  one  year. 

Stale  fibrarn  Associations. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE    LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

THE  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Library  Association  was  held  at  Concord, 
on  January  30,  in  the  new  State  Library  build- 
ing. There  was  a  good  attendance,  and  after 
the  transaction  of  routine  business  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  Presi- 
dent, Hon.  W:  W.  Bailey,  Nashua  ;  vice-presi- 
dents, Hon.  E.  H.  Oilman,  Exeter,  Hon.  Daniel 
Hall,  Dover,  Hon.  E.  P.  Jewell,  Laconia,  Dr. 

E.  Q.  Marston,    Sandwich,  Rev.  J.   E.  Robins, 
Concord,   Hon.  N.  P.  Hunt,  Manchester,  Hon. 

F.  C.    Faulkner,  Keene,    Col.  S.  M.  Richards, 
Newport,  Gen.  J.  T.  Cruft,  Bethlehem,  Hon.  I. 
W.  Drew,  Lancaster  ;  corresponding  secretary, 
Hon.  A.  S.  Batchellor,  Littleton;  recording  sec- 
retary and   clerk,   A.  R.    Kimball,   Concord;  li- 
brarian and  treasurer,  Miss  A.  M.  Colby,  Con- 
cord; executive  committee  :  Miss  C.  H.  Garland, 
Dover,  Miss  Kate  Sanborn,   Manchester,  Fred 
Gowing,  Nashua,  C.  B.  Spofford,  Claremont,  J. 
H.  Whittier,  East  Rochester;  auditor,   Maj.  A. 
H.  Chase,  Concord. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  J.  E.  Robins 
and  Hon.  J.  C.  Gilmore,  of  Manchester,  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  and  report  later  suitable  resolu- 
tions on  the  death  of  the  late  librarian,  Daniel 
F.  Secomb,  of  Concord. 

PENNSYLVANIA   LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  I3th  regular  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  Club  was  held  at  the  Friends'  Library, 
Philadelphia,  on  Monday  evening,  January  14. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8  o'clock  by 
the  president,  Mr.  T:  L.  Montgomery. 

After  the  reading  and  approval  of  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting  the  president  introduced 
Professor  Albert  H.  Smyth,  of  the  Central  High 
School,  who  read  an  interesting  paper  in  which 
he  gave  his  reminiscences  of  European  libraries 
and  an  instructive  account  of  the  great  Halli- 
well-Phillipps  Shakespearean  Library.* 

A  report  was  read  by  Mr.  Thomson,  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  legislation,  in  which  he  in- 
formed the  club  that  Senator  Penrose  had  in- 
troduced a  bill,  looking  towards  the  enactment  of 


*  Prof.  Smyth's  address  will  be  published  in  no.  3  of 
the  "  Occasional  papers"  of  the  club. 


a  library  law,  at  the  last  session  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

The  trustees  of  the  Free  Library  of  Phila- 
delphia have  appointed  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  W:  J.  Latta,  T:  L.  Montgomery,  and 
John  Thomson  to  co-operate  with  the  Library 
Club  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

The  bill,  as  presented  to  the  legislature,  was 
read  by  Mr.  Thomson,  and  was  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  brief  discussion. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
accepted  and  ordered  filed.  It  was  further  voted 
that  the  committee  appointed  by  the  trustees  of 
the  Free  Library  should  also  represent  the 
Library  Club  before  the  judiciary  committee 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  president  reported  progress  in  behalf  of 
the  committee  on  union  list  of  periodicals. 

The  following  nominations  were  made  for  of- 
ficers to  serve  during  the  coming  year  : 

President,  T:  L.  Montgomery ;  vice-presi- 
dents, John  Thomson,  Henry  J.  Carr,  Alice  B. 
Kroeger  ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Alfred 
RigHng. 

Mr.  Montgomery  asked  permission  to  with- 
draw his  name  as  he  was  in  favor  of  rotation  in 
office.  There  being  no  other  oppositions,  the 
nominees  were  declared  elected,  their  terms  of 
office  to  commence  with  the  March  meeting. 

A  number  of  the  librarians  present  gave  brief 
accounts  of  the  libraries  under  their  charge. 
ALFRED  RIGLING,  Secretary. 


(Jllnbs. 


CHICAGO  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  regular  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Library 
Club  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Ethical  Soci- 
ety, December  6,  1894. 

The  club  took  a  vote  on  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  making  the  election  of  officers  here- 
after in  March,  rather  than  December.  It  was 
carried.  The  following  officers  were  elected  to 
fill  out  the  time  until  March:  President,  Miss 
Lydia  A.  Dexter  ;  ist  vice-president,  Miss 
Theresa  West ;  2d  vice-president.  Miss  "Mary 
B.  Lindsey  ;  secretary,  Miss  Katharine  L. 
Sharp;  treasurer,  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Young. 

A  delightful  musical  program  was  furnished 
by  Miss  Mcllvaine,  Miss  Goldberger,  Miss 
Rommeiss,  and  Mr.  Merrill.  Refreshments 
were  served,  and  the  club  adjourned  after  ten- 
dering a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  officers. 
CARRIE  L.  ELLIOTT,  Secretary. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Library 
Club,  postponed  from  January  4  on  account 
of  holidays,  was  held  Friday  evening.  January 
10,  In  the  directors'  room  of  the  Chicago  Pub- 
lic Library.  Miss  Lydia  A.  Dexter,  of  the  New- 
berry  Library,  the  newly  elected  president, 
occupied  the  chair.  Minutes  of  the  meeting  of 
December  6  were  read  and  approved,  and 
the  treasurer's  report  was  read  and  accepted. 
The  executive  committee  reported  the  names 
of  Miss  Jessie  Thomas  and  Mr.  Edward  L.  Bur- 
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chard  as  approved  for  membership.  Owing  to 
pressure  of  work,  Miss  Young  and  Miss  Sharp, 
who  were  elected  treasurer  and  secretary  re- 
spectively at  the  December  meeting,  handed  in 
their  resignations,  and  a  new  election  for  those 
offices  was  held.  Edward  L.  Burchard,  of  the 
Field  Columbian  Museum  Library,  was  made 
secretary,  and  Mr.  Merrill  treasurer,  to  act 
until  March,  when  the  new  election  of  officers 
takes  place. 

Miss  Dexter  expressed  her  appreciation  of 
the  honor  conferred  by  the  club  in  electing  her 
president,  and  her  intention  of  promoting  in 
every  way  the  aims  of  the  club.  She  then  stated 
that  Miss  West,  of  the  Milwaukee  Public  Li- 
brary, was  unable  to  give  her  paper  on  "  Libra- 
ries and  their  facilities,"  owing  to  illness  on  her 
staff,  which  made  it  necessary  for  her  to  remain 
at  her  desk.  In  her  place,  Dr.  Wire  presented 
a  paper  on  "  How  the  librarian  should  read." 
The  many  suggestions  of  Dr.  Wire's  paper 
brought  out  an  interesting  and  lively  discussion. 
The  pith  of  the  paper  was,  that  the  librarian 
should  be  familiar  with  the  resources  of  his  own 
library,  should  read  bibliographies  on  all  sub- 
jects, book  reviews  and  criticisms ;  that  all  of 
the  employes  of  the  library,  in  fact,  should 
acquire  a  good  working  knowledge  of  books. 
For  outside  reading,  at  least  one  hour  a  day 
should  be  devoted  to  pursuing  some  definite 
scheme  of  reading.  In  these  days  of  social 
unrest,  let  a  librarian's  reading  be  such  as  will 
put  him  ahead  of  his  times,  and  so  make  him 
helpful  to  his  constituency.  If  he  has  a  favorite 
subject,  let  him  study  it  more  thoroughly,  for  it 
is  on  his  specialty  that  he  will  be  most  ques- 
tioned. He  should  read  to  improve  his  own 
mind,  but  above  all  in  order  to  perform  ably  his 
duty  to  the  community  as  the  conservator  and 
missionary  of  learning. 

Mr.  Merrill,  in  his  remarks  upon  the  paper, 
thought  that  the  librarian  could  not  spend  too 
much  time  in  posting  himself,  by  reading  re- 
views or  bibliographies,  as  to  the  character  of 
the  literature  in  the  library.  The  librarian, 
above  all  others,  should  be  the  one  that  knows 
what  literature  there  is,  its  value  for  specific 
purposes  and  special  classes  of  people,  and  who 
also  knows  exactly  where  it  is  in  the  library. 
He  instanced  a  case  of  a  librarian  who  had  been 
50  years  in  library  work,  and  who,  when  asked 
for  any  book,  could  wind  in  and  out  through 
the  alcoves  of  the  library  and  put  his  hand  on 
exactly  the  right  book,  so  that  students  often 
told  him  that  he  had  saved  them  weeks  of 
hunting.  Of  course  it  is  not  proper  to  spend  all 
of  one's  time  in  reading,  but  for  the  librarian,  it 
is  perfectly  legitimate  to  take  reasonable  time  for 
rapid  study  of  the  library's  resources,  and  also 
for  equipping  himself  along  the  lines  of  library 
economy  and  bibliography.  Mr.  Merrill  con- 
sidered it  a  great  pity  that  the  librarian  and  the 
higher  officers  of  the  library,  who,  better  than 
anyone  else,  know  the  contents  of  the  library 
and  its  adaptabilities,  should  be  inaccessible  to 
the  public,  and  that  inquiring  minds  must  de- 
pend upon  assistants  who  have  not  the  same  ex- 
perience or  knowledge.  According  to  the  pres- 
ent system  of  ordering.the  details  of  management 


devolve  upon  the  head  librarian,  and  the  refer- 
ence work  is  given  to  others.  In  Mr.  Merrill's 
opinion  a  sufficient  clerical  force  should  relieve 
the  chief  officers  for  reference  and  other  work 
more  valuable  to  the  readers. 

Mr.  Nyhuus,  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library, 
stated  that  he  was  fairly  well  acquainted  with 
the  literature  of  his  native  country,  Norway, 
but  that  since  he  had  been  here  his  close  study 
of  library  work  and  of  bibliography  in  general 
had  not  left  him  sufficient  time  to  read  American 
fiction.  He  was  so  frequently  asked  some  ques- 
tion about  fiction  that  he  had  decided  that  at 
some  golden  time  he  would  buy  several  thou- 
sand novels  and  begin  to  "  pick  up." 

Dr.  Wire  advised  him  not  to  be  rash.  He 
had  seen  so  much  over-use  of  light  literature  that 
he  was,  on  the  whole,  disgusted  with  it,  and 
thought  the  librarian  would  do  wisely  to  leave  it 
out  of  his  literary  bill  of  fare.  Mr.  Merrill,  on 
the  other  hand,  believed  that  fiction  has  a  very 
important  part  in  the  all-round  development 
that  the  librarian  should  aim  for.  He  would  find 
in  fiction,  as  nowhere  else,  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  if  he  wished  to  keep  in  close  touch  and  sym- 
pathy with  the  people  of  his  day  and  age,  he 
must,  to  some  extent,  be  a  reader  of  fiction.  Mrs. 
Dixson  quotedProf.  Moulton,  the  eminent  litttr- 
ateur  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  as  saying  that 
the  advice  formerly  given,  "  Study  science  and 
history,  but  read  very  little  fiction,"  is  now 
changed  to  "  dip  a  little  into  science  and  history, 
but  study  fiction." 

The  president  inquired  of  the  members  pres- 
ent as  to  the  amount  of  fiction  reading  done, 
and  in  general  it  seemed  that  very  little  time 
was  left  to  the  majority  present  in  which  to  pur- 
sue this  class  of  reading. 

The  club  adjourned  after  deciding  that  the 
next  meeting  should  be  held  at  the  University 
of  Chicago,  on  Friday  evening,  February  8. 


UNITED  STATES,  Dept.  of  Interior.     Report  re- 
garding the  receipt,   distribution,  and  sale  of 
public  documents  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
by  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  1892-94. 
[By  J:  G.  Ames.]    Washington,  Government 
Printing  Office,  1894.    42  p.  O. 
In  the  present  report,  dated  December  6,  1894, 
Mr.  Ames  presents  a  statistical  summary  of  the 
work  of  his   department   during  the  two  fiscal 
years,  1892-94.    During  that  time  92,444  Con- 
gressional documents  —  the  journals,  executive 
and  miscellaneous   documents  and   Senate   and 
House    reports  —  have  been    received  and  dis- 
distributed,  one  set  to  each  state  and  territo- 
rial library  and  one  set  to  each  of  the  several 
state  and   territorial   institutions   designated  as 
depositories.     The   list  of  designated  deposito- 
ries given  in  the  report  is  rriore  interesting  than 
would  appear  at  first  sight  as  an  index  to  the  free 
library  status  of  the  several  states.     Alabama, 
for  example,  possesses  eight  depositories,  all  of 
which,  with  the  exception  of  the  state  library  and 
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the  state  board  of  health  at  Montgomery,  are 
colleges  and  universities  ;  A«jhpna,  besides  the 
territorial  library,  has  a  depository  in  the  Free 
Public  Library  of  Tucson ;  New  Mexico  is  repre- 
sented solely  by  the  territorial  library ;  while 
Oklahoma,  which  five  years  ago  did  not  exist, 
not  only  has  the  territorial  library  of  Guthrie, 
but  the  library  of  Oklahoma  University,  at  Nor- 
man. Utah  has  no  state  library  and  her  only 
depository  is  the  University  of  Utah,  at  Salt 
Lake  City.  Texas  has  eight  depositories,  among 
them  the  Platonian  Literary  Society,  of  Savoy, 
and  Florida  has  not  a  single  public  library  in  the 
list,  all  of  her  five  depositories,  excepting  the 
state  library,  being  connected  with  schools  or 
colleges.  The  states  containing  the  largest 
number  of  depositories  are  New  York  35,  Penn- 
sylvania 26,  Illinois  21,  Ohio  21,  Missouri  17, 
and  Massachusetts  16,  the  latter  rather  a  small 
allowance  for  so  essentially  a  "  library  "  state. 
Some  libraries  that  might  be  expected  to  appear 
on  the  list  are  not  found,  and  many  of  those  that 
do  appear  seem  out  of  place.  For  instance,  in 
Pennsylvania  we  find  that  the  Workingmen's 
Library  of  Germantown  is  listed  as  a  depository, 
but  the  Scranton  Public  Library  is  not. 

A  list  is  also  given  of  the  libraries  receiving 
the  publications  of  the  Geological  Survey. 
These  are  sent,  by  act  of  March  3,  1887,  to  two 
libraries  in  each  Congressional  district,  and  to 
four  libraries  additional  in  each  state.  The 
new  public  documents  bill  increases  the  number, 
providing  (sec.  79)  that  the  publications  of  the 
Survey,  issued  prior  to  1894,  shall  be  sent  to 
libraries  designated,  two  by  each  senator,  two 
by  each  representative,  and  two  by  each  terri- 
torial delegate.  These  publications  thus  reach 
a  large  number  of  libraries,  most  of  them  be- 
longing to  small  colleges  or  academies  and  to 
local  associations. 

The  delay  in  the  binding  of  documents  for 
distribution  is  not  now  as  great  as  formerly, 
according  to  Mr.  Ames,  though  he  presents  a 
record  of  about  100  volumes  belonging  to 
Congresses  prior  to  the  present  which  still 
await  binding.  This  is  one  of  the  annoyances 
that  will  be  relieved  if  not  removed  by  the  new 
bill,  which  provides  that  "  in  binding  documents 
the  Public  Printer  shall  give  precedence  to 
those  that  are  to  be  distributed  to  libraries  and 
to  designated  depositories."  A  brief  resume  is 
given  of  the  distribution  of  the  department  and 
miscellaneous  reports,  the  U.  S.  Official  Regis- 
ter, the  Census  report  with  accompanying  mon- 
ographs, and  the  Supreme  Court  reports.  There 
is  also  an  interesting  list  of  the  documents  held 
for  sale  by  the  superintendent  of  documents, 
under  the  provision  authorizing  the  sale,  at  cost 
price,  of  Government  publications  available  for 
that  purpose.  The  list  gives  the  names  of  the 
publications,  the  number  of  copies  sold,  and  the 
prices  —  which  range  from  five  cents  for  the 
monograph  on  "  Chemical  products  and  salt," 
to  $8  for  the  monograph  on  "  Invertebrate  pale- 
ontology " —  and  it  should  prove  very  useful  to 
librarians  as  a  partial  price-list  of  Government 
publications.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Ames  an- 
nounces that  he  has  in  preparation  a  new  and 
enlarged  edition  of  his  "  Check-list  of  Congres- 


sional and  other  documents"  and  of  his  "  Find- 
ing-list," and  that  he  will  shortly  issue  an  index 
to  the  principal  speeches  on  important  subjects 
made  by  senators  and  representatives,  as  given 
in  the  Congressional  Record  from  the  43d  to  the 
52d  Congress,  inclusive  ;  it  will  contain  also  a 
reference  to  the  votes  taken  on  these  subjects. 

The  report  proper  is  accompanied  by  a  brief 
addendum,  evidently  added  at  a  later  date,  in 
which  Mr.  Ames  makes  his  valedictory  as  super- 
intendent of  public  documents  in  the  Department 
of  the  Interior,  that  office  being  abolished  by 
the  new  public  documents  bill,  which  provides 
for  its  resumption  under  the  authority  of  the 
Public  Printer.  During  his  20  years  of  service 
Mr.  Ames  has  been  in  the  best  sense  devoted  to 
his  office  and  its  betterment ;  be  has  given  time 
and  energy  with  disinterested  zeal  to  the  im- 
provement of  existing  methods  of  arrangement, 
distribution  and  indexing  of  Government  publi- 
cations; and  he  has  won  the  support  and  esteem 
of  librarians  by  his  unremitting  efforts  in  their 
behalf. 


Cibrarrj  (Kconotns  atrt>  ipi 


LOCAL. 

Adams  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  town  has  decided 
to  erect  a  new  library  building  and  armory  com- 
bined, and  plans  by  a  Pittsfield  architect  have 
been  accepted.  They  call  for  a  three-story 
building,  loox  66  feet,  of  brick,  with  terra-cotta 
trimmings.  The  first  floor  will  contain  the  li- 
brary —  reading-room  and  main  room  —  and  two 
stores.  The  upper  floors  will  be  devoted  to  the 
armory  and  to  a  few  business  offices.  The  build- 
ing will  cost  about  140,000. 

Altoona,  Pa.,  Mechanics'  L.  (Rpt.)  Added 
1529;  total  20,725.  Issued  42,930;  no.  members 
833.  Receipts  $3933.72;  expenses  $3511.70. 

"  It  is  with  much  regret  that  attention  must 
be  called  to  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
books  missing  of  which  there  is  no  trace,  the 
number  having  increased  from  92,  as  shown  in 
last  yeTar's  report,  to  103,  as  shown  in  the  report 
for  1894,  58  volumes  of  which  are  fiction  and 
boys'  books.  In  last  year's  report  this  matter 
was  referred  to,  rather  congratulating  the  board 
on  the  small  loss  sustained  in  this  way,  notwith- 
standing the  open  cases  ;  but  from  this  large  in- 
crease it  would  appear  that  there  is  pilfering 
going  on.  The  matter  will  be  taken  in  hand 
vigorously. 

"There  are  125  school  children  who  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  the  library  on  account  of  court- 
esy extended  to  them  by  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Company,  these  125  children  representing 
an  equal  number  of  shares  of  stock  as  held  by 
the  company.  This  policy  was  inaugurated  sev- 
eral years  ago,  and  seems  to  be  appreciated  by 
thechildren." 

Ansonia,  Q.  The  fine  memorial  library, 
given  to  Ansonia  by  Miss  Caroline  Phelps  Stokes, 
of  New  York,  in  memory  of  her  grandfather, 
Anson  G.  Phelps,  was  permanently  closed  in 
November  last,  by  Miss  Stokes'  orders,  because 
in  her  opinion  it  was  not  properly  supported  by 
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the  town.  The  building  was  formally  presented 
to  Ansonia  in  June,  1892,  and  has  been  de- 
scribed in  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  (17:209).  It 
is  of  stone,  beautiful  in  design,  and  handsomely 
fitted,  and  cost  f  60,000  ;  it  was  also  supplied 
with  30,000  volumes  by  Miss  Stokes.  Miss 
Stokes  is  and  has  been  for  some  time  in  Europe, 
but  a  representative,  speaking  for  her  on  the 
subject,  in  a  recent  interview  said  :  "  Negotia- 
tions between  Miss  Stokes  and  the  town 
authorities  have  been  going  on  ever  since  the 
library  was  built,  and  the  closing  is  only  the 
result  of  the  town's  dilatory  action  in  regard  to 
her  gift."  He  added  that  the  town  had  exhibited 
a  decided  lack  of  appreciation,  and  that  during 
the  two  years  the  library  was  opened  to  the  pub- 
lic, at  Miss  Stokes'  expense,  the  authorities  have 
collected  water  rates  and  taxes  on  the  land  and 
building.  "  Miss  Stokes  did  not  stock  the 
library  completely;  she  put  in  a  good  many 
standard  books,  but  she  thought  that  the  towns- 
folk would  take  more  interest  and  pride  in  the 
library  if  it  was  built  up  partly  by  their  own 
exertions.  Those  exertions,  as  it  turned  out, 
consisted  solely  of  bickerings  and  political  wire- 
pullings among  the  authorities.  It  was  evident, 
at  last,  that  the  town  did  not  really  intend  to 
accept  the  gift;  that  they  were  willing  to  have 
the  library  only  on  condition  of  its  permanent 
support  by  her,  and  that  an  essential  point  with 
them  was  the  collection  of  taxes  on  the  land  and 
building.  The  last  straw  was  the  fact  that  the 
authorities  demanded  that  they  be  permitted  to 
appoint  a  librarian.  This  man  was  to  be  a  local 
politician;  his  salary  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  of- 
ficials and  paid  by  Miss  Stokes." 

On  the  other  side  —  the  Ansonian  side  —  it  is 
asserted  that  the  library  has  never  been  popular; 
that  the  attendance  has  been  very  limited;  that 
the  rules  enforced  were  prohibitively  strict; 
and  that  "  when  Miss  Stokes  proffered  the  gift 
of  the  building  to  the  town  the  offer  was  hedged 
with  such  restrictions  that  the  officials  did  not 
think  best  to  accept  it,  or  even  to  place  the 
matter  before  the  public,  to  decide  by  vote 
whether  the  gift  should  be  accepted.  It  was  esti- 
mated that  it  would  take  an  income  of  from 
$10,000  bonded  at  4  per  cent.,  to  pay  the  run- 
ning expenses,"  and  this  the  town  did  not  feel 
it  could  afford. 

Since  the  library  was  closed,  Derby,  a  neigh- 
boring town  to  Ansonia,  has  made  formal  ap- 
plication to  Miss  Stokes,  asking  that  the  library 
be  removed  to  that  city,  and  promising  to  accept 
the  conditions  made  by  Miss  Stokes  when  the 
library  was  offered  to  Ansonia. 

Ashrville  (N.  C.)  L.  A,  Added  .20;  total  not 
given.  Issued  5714  ;  no.  subscribers  481 ;  re- 
ceipts $916.37;  expenses  $877.19.  Membership 
fees  are  $3  yearly. 

Boulder,  Col.  Univ.  of  Colorado  L.  (Rpt. ; 
p.  14-15  of  biennial  rpt.  of  regents.)  Added 
1145;  total  9354.  The  report  covers  from  Oct. 
i,  1892  to  Oct.  I,  1894. 

"  The  necessity  of  greater  space  and  facilities 
for  the  consultation  of  periodicals  and  bound 
volumes  of  magazines,  mentioned  in  the  previous 
report,  has  been  amply  met  in  the  library's  new 
quarters  on  the  third  floor;  the  entire  west  room, 


spacious  and  light,  being  devoted  exclusively 
to  periodicals,  magazines,  and  newspapers.  The 
list  of  loo  periodicals  is  continued,  and  the  com- 
pleted volumes  have  been  preserved  and  bound. 
No  binding  was  done  in  the  first  year  covered  by 
this  report,  but  during  the  past  year  37  v.  have 
been  bound,  and  250  more  are  in  the  binder's 
hands.  This  will  bring  our  periodical  litera- 
ture well  up  to  date,  and  increase,  by  so  much, 
our  too  meagre  sources  of  reference." 

Chattanooga  (Tenn.)  L.  A.  Added  222;  total 
5500;  membership  200. 

Denver  (Col.)  City  L.  The  library  was  opened 
in  its  new  quarters  on  the  main  floor  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  building  on  Jan.  23. 
The  removal  from  the  crowded  rooms  on  the 
top  floor  of  the  building  is  a  most  welcome  one, 
and  the  new  quarters  afford  ample  light  and 
space.  The  reading-room,  reference-room  and 
delivery-room  have  been  attractively  fitted  up, 
and  provision  is  made  for  future  increase  and 
extension. 

Denver  (Col.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  4277 ; 
total  19,021.  Issued,  home  use  150,756  (fict. 
42.1  %;  juv.  24.6$);  no.  visitors  290,959. 

"  The  reading-room  files  do  not  include  daily 
papers  of  Denver  or  elsewhere,  aside  from  Sun- 
day editions  of  the  best  papers  of  a  few  leading 
papers  East  and  West.  If  daily  papers,  such  as 
are  commonly  furnished  in  reading-rooms,  were 
added  to  the  files,  the  rooms,  already  often 
full,  would  be  frequently  overcrowded. 

"  This  library  has  two  features  which  much 
increase  the  cost  of  its  maintenance.  One  is  the 
very  large  list  of  periodical  literature  to  be 
handled,  kept  constantly  in  order  and  made  al- 
ways accessible  to  the  public;  the  other  is  access 
of  the  public  to  the  shelves,  and  the  accompany- 
ing personal  attention  given  by  librarian  and  all 
assistants  to  any  one  who  asks  it.  Without 
making  any  deductions  for  these  items  of  ex- 
pense —  present  to  the  same  extent  as  with  us 
in  very  few  libraries  in  the  country  —  the  cost 
per  volume  of  books  circulated  for  home  use  is 
less  than  that  of  the  St.  Louis,  Cleveland,  New- 
ark, Detroit  or  Baltimore  public  libraries,  to 
mention  no  others. 

"  The  monthly  journal  Books  is  still  continued, 
from  two  to  six  pages  of  each  issue  being  given 
to  library  notes  and  lists.  The  slight  expense 
in  connection  with  it  would  seem  to  have  been 
justified  by  the  results.  The  journal  has  been 
very  useful  in  popularizing  the  library  in  Den- 
ver, especially  in  the  schools,  and  has  been 
largely  instrumental  in  arousing  the  present 
library  interest  throughout  the  state.  It  is  now 
rare  for  a  week  to  pass  without  a  request  to  the  li- 
brary from  some  town  or  village  in  the  state  for  in- 
formation about  starting  or  purchasing  a  library. 

"  The  work  done  in  connection  with  the 
schools  has  increased  notably  in  the  past  year. 
Teachers  have  taken  a  greater  interest  in  the 
reading  of  their  pupils.  .  In  many  cases  books 
have  been  sent  to  school-rooms  on  the  teachers' 
request, in  lots  of  from  10  to  50,  and  have  been 
used  in  every-day  work  or  lent  by  the  teachers 
to  the  pupils  for  home  use.  Work  of  this  kind  is 
limited  now,  as  it  has  been  ever  since  the  li- 
brary opened,  only  by  the  library's  resources.' 
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Detroit  (Mic/i.)  P.  L.  (soth  rpt.)  •  Added 
9323;  total  131,192.  Issued,  home  use  374,976  ; 
(fict.  72.90  £)  ;  ref.  use  293,281  (bound  periodicals 
20.15  Jg);  no.  borrowers  27,375.  Receipts  $79,- 
384  93  ;  expenses  $65,183.98.  The  building  fund 
now  amounts  to  $30,618.75. 

The  use  of  the  reference  department  shows 
an  increase  of  1 24  %  over  the  previous  year  —  pre- 
sumably the  result  of  the  new  and  attractive 
reference-room.  A  special  room  for  children's 
use  is  advocated.  During  the  year  the  sup- 
plemental general  catalog,  of  900  p.,  was  issued, 
as  was  a  new  catalog  of  English  prose  fiction  ;  a 
catalog  of  books  in  German  is  in  preparation. 
There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  binding  ac- 
count, due  to  increased  use  of  books  ;  6866  v. 
were  bound  or  rebound,  5834  repaired,  and  1682 
resewed  ;  the  binding  is  done  by  contract  with 
local  binders,  at  an  average  cost  of  61  cents  per 
v.;  resewingand  repairing  is  done  in  the  library. 

"  The  plan  of  exhibiting  to  the  public  all  new 
books  two  full  days  before  they  are  put  into 
circulation  has  been  tried  with  satisfaction.  Under 
this  arrangement  no  new  books  are  reserved  in 
advance  of  their  preparation  for  the  shelves.  At 
the  time  when  they  are  announced  to  be  ready 
they  are  given  out  to  the  first  persons  who  ap- 
ply. This  plan  seemed  to  be  necessary  in  order 
to  break  up  an  abuse  of  the  system  by  which, 
under  the  rule,  the  deposit  of  a  penny  entitled 
the  applicant  to  the  reservation  of  a  book,  and 
notice  when  it  is  ready  for  delivery.  Certain 
shrewd  individuals  who  watched  the  book  an- 
nouncements and  reviews  were  in  the  habit 
every  week  of  handing  in  10  cents  and  a  list  of 
attractive  new  books.  So  many  of  these  lists 
accumulated  that  an  outsider  stood  no  chance  of 
getting  a  new  book  inside  of  a  year,  unless  a 
large  number  of  copies  was  bought.  After 
books  are  once  in  circulation  they  come  under 
the  rule,  and  may  be  reserved  as  heretofore. 

"  Though  the  books  given  out  for  home  read- 
ing are  counted  from  day  to  day,  there  are 
about  4000  library  books  at  all  times  in  the 
hands  of  pupils  of  the  public  schools.  These 
are  in  constant  circulation  from  the  school- 
houses,  and  of  course  cannot  be  counted  from 
the  library  except  when  they  are  sent  out,  about 
four  or  five  times  a  year." 

Dexter,  Me.  Abbott  Memorial  L.  The  new 
library  building,  presented  to  the  town  on 
Christmas  day,  is  the  gift  of  G:  A.  Abbott,  a 
wealthy  mill-owner  of  Dexter.  The  building, 
which  is  in  the  Italian  Renaissance  style,  is  of 
light  gray  brick,  with  base  courses  of  granite, 
and  ornamentation  of  terra-cotta.  The  main 
portico,  reached  by  broad  terraced  steps,  leads 
to  an  entrance-hall  and  delivery-room  combined, 
i6x  23,  finished  in  quartered  oak  ;  beyond,  sep- 
arated by  a  counter,  is  the  stack-room,  20x70 
feet,  and  20  feet  high,  with  a  book  capacity  of 
14,000  v.  On  the  right  is  the  art  gallery, 
22x22,  and  the  librarian's  room,  10x13  ;  op- 
posite, on  the  left,  are  the  selectmen's  room  and 
cloak-rooms,  and  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
building  is  the  reading-room,  15x22.  The 
building  is  tastefully  decorated,  and  wired  for 
electric  lighting  throughout. 


Fall  River  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  city  council  has 
authorized  the  issue  of  bonds  to  the  extent  of 
$150,000,  to  be  known  as  a  "  public  library 
loan,  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  construction 
of  a  suitable  fireproof  building  for  the  proper 
protection  and  maintenance  of  the  public  li- 
brary, and  to  provide  proper  accommodations 
for  the  school  committee  and  school  supplies." 

Ft.  Wayne(Ind.)P.L.  The  new  library  build- 
ing  was  opened  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  29,  and 
the  work  of  issuing  books  was  begun  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  The  library  starts  with  about 
3500  v. ;  its  establishment  has  been  agitated 
from  time  to  time  since  1880,  and  was  largely 
due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Woman's  Club  of  the 
city.  It  is  located  in  the  city  hall.  Mrs.  Susan 
Hoffman  is  librarian. 

Grand  Kapids  (Mich.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added 
6441  ;  total  38,214;  issued  202,285;  attendance 
ref.  room  39,782.  The  circulation  shows  an 
increase  of  26  %  over  the  previous  year,  and 
there  is  a  decrease  of  10  %  in  the  issue  of  fiction, 
"  largely  due  to  the  circulation  of  the  monthly 
issues  of  the  popular  magazines."  The  total 
no.  of  library  cards  issued  is  11,884. 

"  At  the  October  (1893)  meeting  of  the  board 
of  education  a  report  was  presented  for  the  pur- 
chase of  some  2000  books,  to  constitute  branch  li- 
braries for  each  of  the  public  schools.  In  Novem- 
ber another  list  of  about  800  reference-books 
was  presented  for  the  same  purpose.  To  these 
books  were  added  all  that  could  be  spared  from 
the  main  library,  making  in  all  3415  volumes." 

The  supervision  of  books  already  in  the  school 
buildings,  some  2923  v.,  was  also  transferred  to 
the  library.  The  books  purchased  were  distrib- 
uted to  the  schools  in  February  and  April. 

"  The  plan  for  the  branch  libraries,  which  was 
carried  out,  was  that  a  new  series  of  cards  called 
'Branch  school  library  cards' should  be  issued 
from  the  main  library  under  the  usual  rules,  that 
is,  each  card-taker  should  provide  a  guarantor,  to 
be  approved  by  the  library  management.  When 
the  books  were  distributed  the  librarian  visited 
each  school,  instructing  the  principals  in  the 
methods  of  charging  and  caring  for  the  books. 
The  principals  were  thus  made  sub-librarians, 
and  the  pupils  brought  their  cards  and  drew 
books  from  the  branch  libraries  under  the  same 
regulations  that  govern  the  main  library. 

"  At  the  close  of  the  school  year  an  attendant 
was  sent  to  the  branch  libraries  to  gather  statis- 
tics and  to  take  account  of  every  book,  that  the 
condition  of  each  branch  may  be  on  record  at 
the  main  library.  2473  cards  have  been  issued 
to  the  school  children,  and  668  cards  stamped 
for  school  use.  The  2558  books  issued  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1894,  have  been  drawn  15,905  times,  mak- 
ing an  average  circulation  of  31  books  a  week  in 
each  school,  or  an  average  of  1022  a  week  in  all 
the  schools. 

"  Two  objects  of  great  importance  are  gained 
by  these  branch  school  libraries.  The  reading  of 
children  is  not  only  increased  but  directed  by 
their  teachers,  and  it  places  good  books  in  the 
hands  of  children  in  the  distant  parts  of  the  city 
who  otherwise  could  not  enjoy  the  privileges  of 
the  library.  The  superintendent,  teachers,  and 
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library  management  are  unanimous  in  expressing 
their  satisfaction  with  the  results  of  this  experi- 
ment, and  a  new  order  for  books  has  been  made 
to  increase  the  libraries  next  year." 

Hartford  (Ct.)  P.  L.  The  "  two-books-on-a 
card  "  system  went  into  effect  at  the  library  on 
December  i,  1894. 

Huntington  (L.  f.)  P.  L.  Added  179  {  total 
3738;  issued  3130.  Receipts  $593.54  ;  expenses 
$476.37. 

Jersey  City  (N.  /.)  P.  L.  It  has  been  decided 
to  close  the  circulating  department  of  the  library 
on  Sundays  and  holidays,  the  reading-room  to 
remain  open  on  such  days  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

Kennett  Square,  Pa.  The  Bayard  Taylor 
Memorial  Association  received  on  Jan.  30  a 
charter  for  the  organization  of  a  public  library 
and  museum  to  be  established  as  a  memorial  to 
Bayard  Taylor. 

Kensington,  Mass.  Plans  have  been  accepted 
for  the  new  library  building,  to  be  given  to 
Kensington  by  Jos.  C.  Hillard,  of  Amesbury, 
Mass.  They  were  designed  by  architect  Tilden, 
of  Boston,  and  call  for  a  brick  building,  a  story 
and  a  half  in  height  and  28  by  40  in  dimensions. 
The  building  is  to  be  completed  before  June  i, 
1895. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  library  has  re- 
ceived a  collection  of  about  8  500  v.,  for  many 
years  known  as  the  "  Pacific  library"  and  es- 
tablished in  the  Pacific  mills  of  Lawrence.  The 
transfer  was  made  by  the  mill-owners,  on  account 
of  a  demand  for  increased  room. 

Lynn  (Mass.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  1635;  total 
49,616;  issued  162,767.  Receipts  $7,904.28  ;  ex- 
penses $7,859. 

"  Two  years  ago  we  began  to  allow  visitors 
to  have  direct  access  to  several  thousand  of  the 
best  standard  works.  The  plan  has  worked 
well,  except  with  a  group  of  small  boys  who 
came  looking  for  amusement  among  some  of  the 
illustrated  magazines.  For  these  young  people 
a  special  collection  of  entertaining  books  has 
been  planned,  which  will  amply  supply  their 
wants,  and  at  the  same  time  serve  to  preserve 
many  of  the  reference  books,  which  otherwise 
would  be  damaged  beyond  recovery. 

"  It  has  not  been  possible  during  the  year  to 
make  any  important  improvements  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  library  or  in  the  method  of 
administration.  The  six  rooms  in  the  city  hall 
devoted  exclusively  to  library  purposes — four  of 
which  are  in  the  third  story,  accessible  only  by 
long  and  inconvenient  stairways — were  in  a 
crowded  condition  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  the  few  changes  rendered  necessary  by  the 
accession  of  new  books  are  temporary  arrange- 
ments which,  while  they  have  contributed  in 
some  degree  to  the  comfort  of  visitors,  have 
largely  increased  the  labors  of  the  librarian  and 
assistants."  The  librarian  urges  the  necessity 
of  a  new  building. 

Macon  (Ga.)  P.  L.  The  library  has  at  last  had 
its  financial  difficulties  adjusted  and  is  able  to 
continue  its  work.  For  the  past  six  or  eight 


months  it  has  been  in  debt,  unable  to  meet  ob- 
ligations, and  rapidly  declining  in  membership. 
Various  unsuccessful  efforts  were  made  to  raise 
the  debt  by  entertainments,  etc.,  but  it  was 
finally  decided  that  the  library  must  be  auc- 
tioned off  to  pay  its  indebtedness,  and  arrange- 
ments to  this  effect  were  duly  made.  On  Dec.  14, 
however,  a  compromise  was  effected  by  which 
the  chief  creditors  were  paid  in  part,  and  given 
a  life  membership  at  par  value  for  the  residue  of 
their  claim.  This  leaves  the  library  free  from 
debt,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  practically 
reorganized  and  effectively  administered.  At  the 
period  of  its  greatest  prosperity  it  had  a  mem- 
bership of  about  400;  it  now  has  but  126  mem- 
bers. The  annual  dues  are  $4. 

Memphis,  Tenn.  Cossitt  L.  The  library 
enters  upon  the  new  year  better  equipped  to 
fulfil  its  purpose  than  it  has  yet  been.  Since  the 
completion  of  the  handsome  building,  several 
years  ago,  there  have  been  constant  difficulties  in 
endeavoring  to  collect  books  sufficient  to  form  an 
adequate  collection.  During  the  year  some- 
thing over  $2700  has  been  contributed  and  there 
are  now  7400  v.  on  the  shelves,  nearly  all  of 
which  have  been  added  during  this  period. 
The  librarian,  Mr.  Nunnally,  has  finished  shelf- 
listing  the  library,  and  expects  to  have  the  books 
ready  for  circulation  early  in  the  year.  The 
library  is  open  from  8  a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  and 
there  is  a  fair  average  attendance. 

Milford,  Ct.  Taylor  L.  The  Taylor  Library 
building  was  dedicated  on  the  afternoon  of 
Feb.  2.  It  is  the  gift  of  H:  A:  Taylor  of  Mil- 
ford,  and  is  a  handsome  granite  structure,  sub- 
stantial and  picturesque,  in  the  Colonial  style  of 
architecture,  and  one  story  and  a  half  in  height. 
On  the  first  floor  a  broad  hall  separates  the 
reading-room  and  library-room  ;  in  the  latter 
are  seven  alcoves,  each  with  a  book  capacity  of 
noo  to  1300  v.  These,  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three,  have  been  appropriated  by  various 
Milford  families,  who  are  furnishing  them  with 
books.  The  provision  of  more  shelf-room  is 
already  under  consideration.  There  is  also  a 
well-equipped  reference-room.  An  interesting 
feature  of  the  library  is  the  "  Colonial  alcove," 
founded  by  the  late  Nathan  Gillette  Pond,  an 
antiquarian  and  geologist;  it  contains  a  valuable 
collection  of  biographies  and  other  books  relat- 
ing to  early  pioneers  of  Connecticut.  The  li- 
brarian is  Wallace  S.  Chase. 

Minneapolis  (Minn.)  P.  L.  The  following 
tabulated  statement,  detailing  the  results  of  the 
recent  inventory  of  the  books,  was  submitted  to 
the  library  board  at  its  November  meeting  by 
Librarian  Hosmer:  "  Books  unaccounted  for  at 
Central,  850;  books  unaccounted  for  at  branches, 
75;  total,  925;  volumes  likely  to  be  found  (150 
or  200)  leaving  725.  Known  loss,  June,  1892,  60; 
estimated  net  loss,  1894,  785;  loss  per  year 
(five  years),  1 57.  Comparison  with  other  libraries: 
Chicago  (no  free  access)  loss  per  year,  170;  St. 
Louis  (no  free  access)  loss  per  year,  140;  Cleve- 
land (free  access)  loss,  403.  Recovered  from 
past  losses,  144;  net  loss,  258." 

In  order  to  guard  against  such  loss,  if  pos- 
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sible,  Mr.  Hosmer  intends  to  improve  the  sys- 
tem of  charging  books  sent  out  to  the  branch 
libraries  and  delivery  stations. 

Suit  has  been  begun  by  the  library  board 
against  a  local  bookseller,  to  secure  the  return 
of  $121.  The  money  was  advanced  for  sub- 
scriptions to  periodicals  which  were  procured 
through  the  bookseller  ;  shortly  after  receiving 
it  he  became  insolvent,  and  his  assignee  offered 
to  settle  for  25  cents  on  the  dollar.  The  claim 
is  made  by  the  board  that  the  money  was  only 
held  in  trust,  and  that  if  it  is  not  made  good,  the 
bookseller  is  not  only  financially  liable,  but 
criminally  as  well. 

Montclair  (N.  J.)  F.  P.  L.  Added  2014 ; 
total  3715.  Issued  18,245  (fict.  84.5  #);  no- 
cardholders  1301.  The  library  was  opened 
Jan.  i,  1893,  with  1719  books,  of  which  about 
1 200  were  from  the  old  Montclair  Library  Asso- 
ciation. A  fiction  finding-list  was  issued  in 
October,  1894,  and  sold  at  15  c.  per  copy  ;  a 
general  classified  catalog  is  now  in  preparation, 
and  there  is  a  complete  card  catalog. 

Ntw  Bedford  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  public 
school  teachers  recently  presented  a  petition  to 
the  library  board,  asking  that  they  be  given 
special  cards  allowing  the  issue  of  10  books  at  a 
time  to  be  kept  a  month  for  school-work.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  board  it  was  decided  not  to  grant 
the  petition,  but  instead  to  issue  special  teach- 
ers' cards  for  teachers  in  all  schools,  public  and 
private,  entitling  the  holder  to  three  books  which 
are  needed  in  actual  school-work;  all  books 
withdrawn  on  such  cards  to  be  presented  for 
renewal  once  a  fortnight.  For  teachers  needing 
more  than  three  books,  the  trustees  have  decided 
to  issue  blanks  of  application  for  more  extended 
use,  to  be  used  by  teachers  exclusively.  These 
are  to  be  filled  out  by  the  applicant,  presented 
to  the  librarian,  and  forwarded  to  the  library 
committee  for  action. 

New  Hampshire.  LIBRARIES  IN  NEW  HAMP- 
SHIRE ;  open  regularly  to  the  public.  [Re- 
printed from  state  librarian's  report.]  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  1894.  16  p.  O. 
A  tabulated  list  of  all  libraries  in  New  Hamp- 
shire regularly  open  to  the  public  or  to  some 
portions  of  the  public.  The  libraries  are  di- 
vided into  five  classes  :  I,  libraries  owned  or 
partly  owned  by  the  town,  excepting  school  li- 
braries ;  2,  libraries  owned  or  controlled  by 
associations  or  individuals,  excepting  school  li- 
braries; 3,  public  school  libraries;  4,  libraries  of 
schools  and  colleges  owned  and  controlled  by 
private  corporations  or  individuals  ;  5,  libraries 
owned  by  the  state.  The  libraries  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  location  and  the  list  gives  date 
of  foundation,  terms  of  use,  no.  vols.  in  1894, 
name  of  librarian  and  amount  of  annual  public 
appropriation.  It  was  compiled  by  A.  R.  Kim- 
ball,  late  state  librarian  of  New  Hampshire. 

New  York  F.  C.  L.  Sunday  opening  was  re- 
cently adopted  at  the  Harlem  branch  as  an  ex- 
periment, and  the  trustees  have  decided  to 
continue  the  practice  permanently.  On  the  first 
three  Sundays  an  average  of  15  books  were 


drawn,  but  on  the  fourth  Sunday,  after  a  placard 
announcing  the  opening  had  been  hung  in  the 
window,  40  books  were  issued.  All  the  other 
branches  of  the  F.  C.  L.  are  open  on  Sundays. 
The  Sunday  hours  at  the  Harlem  branch  are 
from  4  to  9  p.m. 

New  York.  Lenox  L.  The  complete  series  of 
phototype  illustrations  to  Edward  Muybridge's 
work  on  "  Animal  locomotion  "  have  been  se- 
cured by  the  Lenox  Library.  They  are  In  n 
large  folio  volumes. 

New  Utrecht,  L.  /.  An  association  has  been 
organized  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  public 
library  in  New  Utrecht.  It  is  hoped  to  raise 
$600  by  subscription,  to  start  the  library  and 
carry  it  on  for  one  year,  independent  of  any  aid 
that  may  be  obtained  from  the  state.  A  consid- 
erable proportion  of  the  sum  desired  has  been 
subscribed. 

Newark  (N.  /.)  P.  Z.  (6th  rpt.)  Added 
5074  ;  total  44,413.  Issued,  home  use  321,533 
(fict.  78.4  %) ;  ref.  room  attendance  19,146,  no 
record  of  ref.  use  is  kept.  No.  borrowers  44,- 
528.  Receipts  $53,953.87;  expenses  $38,556.25. 

There  is  a  decrease  of  about  one  per  cent,  in 
the  circulation  of  fiction,  "which  may  be  attribut- 
ed to  free  access  to  shelves.  It  is  a  significant 
fact  that  ever  since  readers  have  been  permitted 
to  go  to  the  shelves  and  select  their  books  the  per- 
centage of  novels  read  has  steadily  decreased. 
When  the  Brookline  system  of  issuing  two  books 
to  the  same  individual  is  put  into  execution  by 
this  library  the  difference  between  the  use  of 
fiction  and  of  other  books  will  be  reduced." 

Free  access  to  all  shelves  except  for  fiction 
was  continued  during  the  year  with  gratifying 
results.  The  total  number  of  books  lost  is  51, 
of  which  34 have  been  accounted  for,  leaving  a  net 
loss  of  17. 

The  University  Extension  work  undertaken 
during  the  year  was  successful;  three  full  courses 
of  12  lectures  each  were  given,  and  there  was  a 
membership  of  476. 

"  Early  in  the  fall  the  board  of  education  is- 
sued a  '  Manual  of  instruction  and  course  of 
study  for  the  public  schools,'  which  contained  a 
list  of  books  for  parallel  reading.  It  proved  an 
excellent  guide  and  aid  to'teachers,  and  was  the 
direct  means  of  greatly  augmenting  the  circula- 
tion of  books  among  teachers  and  pupils." 

The  most  important  improvement  to  the  library 
was  the  installation  of  a  new  steel  stack  in  the 
summer  of  1894;  it  gives  a  shelving  capacity  of 
60,000  v.  Librarian  Hill  closes  his  report  with 
recommendation  for  better  reference  accommo- 
dations, a  repair  ing-room,  and  an  independent 
electric  plant.  The  president  of  the  library 
board  brings  up  the  question  of  a  new  library 
building,  and  urges  that  it  be  definitely  settled 
in  the  affirmative. 

Newport,  R.  I.  Redwood  L.  and  Athtnawn. 
(i64th  rpt.)  Added  2530;  total  40,759.  Issued, 
home  use  11,544(601.  64  £);  ref.  use  has  "con- 
siderably increased."  Receipts  19671.56;  ex- 
penses $9260.09. 

The  library  has  received  a  noteworthy  gift 
from  Fairman  Rogers  — the  majority  of  the 
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books  of  his  private  Newport  library,  amounting 
to  1740  v.,  and  103  maps;  Mr.  Rogers  also  gave 
$100  to  be  used  for  binding. 

"  With  the  exception  ot  the  fortnight  during 
which  the  library  was  closed,  the  cataloging  has 
gone  on  without  interruption,  though  the  prog- 
ress made  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  has 
not  been  as  great  as  during  the  earlier  portion, 
due  chiefly  to  the  fact  that  the  subjects  treated 
latterly  have  been  more  troublesome  —  law, 
government,  and  administration  having  been 
particularly  difficult."  The  number  of  books  cat- 
aloged since  the  last  annual  report  is  4000  v.  and 
1398  pm.,  making  the  whole  number  thus  far 
cataloged  34,811  v.,  and  1398  pm. 

The  librarian,  recommends  better  lighting, 
more  shelf-room,  and  the  disposal  of  duplicates. 

Niagara  Falls (N.  Y.)  P.L.  The  Niagara  Falls 
Public  Library  was  duly  organized  on  Jan.  25, 
and  a  librarian  and  assistant  librarian  were 
appointed.  The  librarian  will  be  unsalaried, 
and  the  assistant  librarian,  Mrs.  Adele  Burn- 
ham,  will  receive  $25  per  month.  Beginning 
February  i,  the  library  is  open  six  hours  on 
every  working  day,  from  nine  to  12  a.m. 
and  from  two  to  five  p.m.  An  application 
has  been  made  to  the  State  Board  of  Regents 
for  the  $200  which  the  library  is  entitled  to 
under  the  law. 

Norwich,  Ct.  Otis  L.  It  has  been  decided 
to  discontinue  the  library  Bulletin,  because  it 
can  no  longer  be  published,  as  heretofore,  free 
of  expense  to  the  library.  To  continue  the  pub- 
lication, it  would  be  necessary  to  take  money 
from  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books.  With 
the  increasing  use  of  the  library,  the  continual 
need  of  new  books  is  so  apparent  that  it  has 
been  thought  unwise  to  encroach  upon  the  lim- 
ited book-fund  in  any  way.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
lack  of  the  bulletin  will  be,  to  a  great  degree, 
compensated  by  the  means  already  employed  to 
bring  new  books  before  the  public,  viz.:  the 
posted  bulletins  of  new  books  on  the  library 
walls,  the  lists  of  new  books  on  the  catalog- 
table,  and  the  card  catalog  proper. 

Ohio  State  L.,  Columbus.  According  to  the 
49th  report,  recently  presented  by  Librarian  J. 
P.  Smith,  there  have  been  1760  additions  made 
during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  v.  being 
67,010.  The  total  expenditure  for  books  was 
$2269.  Several  of  the  books  added  are  of  his- 
toric value  and  interest.  No  volumes  were  lost 
or  stolen  during  the  year,  although  there  were 
more  readers  than  usual,  and  there  were  more 
visitors  at  the  library  than  inany  year  of  record. 
It  is  the  aim  of  the  commissioners  to  popularize 
the  library  by  increasing  the  number  of  its  read- 
ers, so  far  as  the  laws  permit. 

Pennsylvania  State  L.,  Harrisburg.  The  new 
state  library  and  executive  building,  work  on 
which  was  begun  in  October,  1893.  was  finished 
on  the  first  of  December  last,  and  the  library  is 
now  in  the  midst  of  removal  to  its  new  quarters. 
This  cannot  be  carried  on  as  promptly  as  was 
hoped,  for  the  reason  that  the  shelving  which, 
according  to  contract,  was  to  have  been  com- 
pleted and  in  place  by  October  15,  has  as  yet 
been  only  partly  delivered, 


The  building  is  divided  into  two  distinct  de- 
partments—  one  for  executive,  the  other  for 
library  purposes.  The  former  contains  the 
offices  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  sec- 
retary, attorney-general,  auditor-general,  and 
state  treasurer,  and  is  admirably  complete  in  all 
details.  The  library  is  55  x  147  feet,  with  a 
handsome  separate  entrance.  A  gallery  ex- 
tends around  the  sides,  one  story  above  the  first 
floor,  and  there  are  52  alcoves,  each  enclosed 
with  an  iron  railing,  supplied  with  chairs  and 
tables,  and  lighted  by  electricity.  The  state 
librarian  and  his  assistants  have  separate  offices, 
located  on  the  first  floor,  and  handsomely  fitted 
up.  In  the  basement  are  the  newspaper  and 
storage  rooms.  The  stack-room,  connecting 
with  the  main  library,  contains  steel  shelving 
for  about  500,000  v.  In  addition,  the  building 
contains  a  museum  and  a  flag-room,  which  will 
fittingly  house  the  state's  collection  of  relics. 
The  entire  building  cost  $487,000. 

Philadelphia.  Byberry  L.  "The  sedate  old 
Quaker  suburb  of  Byberry,"  says  the  Philadel- 
phia Record,  "boasts  of  one  of  the  oldest  libra- 
ries in  the  United  States.  The  stockholders  of 
the  Byberry  Library  held  their  looth  annual 
election  in  December  last,  in  the  quiet  sedate 
way  in  which  everything  is  managed  in  that 
Quaker  settlement.  The  old  stone  building,  the 
lower  floor  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  Friends' 
School,  has  undergone  but  slight  alteration  since 
the  library  was  started  just  100  years  ago,  and 
many  of  the  original  volumes  still  remain 
intact.  From  the  original  minutes  it  appears 
that,  'At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  respectable 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  and  Bucks  Counties, 
held  at  Byberry  school-house,  pursuant  to  ap- 
pointment, on  the  eighth  of  the  i2th  month, 
1794,'  it  was  '  resolved  that  the  citizens  now  met 
use  their  influence  to  promote  an  institution 
under  the  title  of  Byberry  Library,  to  be  first 
opened  at  the  dwelling-house  of  Ezra  Townsend, 
in  Bensalem.'  Four  years  later  the  library  was 
removed  from  the  residence  of  Ezra  Townsend 
to  the  school-house.  An  article  of  the  original 
by-laws  says  that  '  no  books  shall  ever  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  library  that  have  a  manifest  ten- 
dency to  corrupt  the  morals  of  mankind,  such 
as  atheistical  or  deistical  publications,  novels, 
plays,  romances,  or  any  other  that  in  any  wise 
contradicts  or  derogates  the  truths  of  the  gospel, 
or  is  prejudicial  to  the  Christian  religion.'  The 
shelves  contain  but  3000  volumes." 

Philadelphia  F.  L.  The  first  exhibit  of  the 
library  in  its  new  rooms  on  Chestnut  street  will 
be  held  during  the  last  week  of  February.  It 
will  consist  of  a  representative  collection  of 
bindings,  showing  examples  from  the  leading 
binders  of  Italy,  France,  England  and  America, 
in  chronological  sequence.  Some  of  the  books 
have  been  on  exhibition  at  the  Grolier  Club, 
New  York,  and  are  shown  b£  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Robert  Hoe  and  Mrs.  Avery.  The  exhibit 
will  be  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Philobiblon  Club. 

Plainfield(N.  J.)  P.  L.  It  has  been  ordered 
by  Chancellor  McGill,  of  the  state  court,  that 
the  Schoonmaker  collection  of  Japanese  pottery 
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and  cloisonn^  shall  go  to  the  Public  Library,  as 
intended  by  Job  Male.  The  collection  is  valued 
at  $30,000.  Mr.  Male  purchased  it  for  the  li- 
brary, but  omitted  to  make  testamentary  pro- 
vision. When  the  estate  was  in  litigation 
the  collection  was  ordered  sold.  The  heirs  all 
signed  a  petition  to  the  chancellor  renouncing 
their  claims,  and  asking  that  it  be  given  to  the 
library. 

Providenct  (R.  /.)  P.  L.  Of  the  nine  sets  of 
plans  for  the  new  library  building  submitted  by 
competing  architects  to  Prof.  Ware  of  Columbia 
College,  none  were  accepted  by  the  committee 
on  building.  Five  of  the  architects  whose  de- 
signs were  commended  by  Prof.  Ware  were, 
however,  awarded  $300  each. 

Quincy  (III.)  P.  L.  The  two-books-on-a-card 
system  was  put  in  operation  by  Librarian  Moul- 
ton  during  January. 

dockland  (Me.)  P.  L.  On  the  afternoon  of 
January  16,  the  new  library  was  opened  for 
regular  service.  It  has  been  in  process  of  cata- 
loging and  classification  for  the  past  four 
months,  and  starts  with  about  2000  v.  The 
library  is  open  from  2  to  5  p.m.  on  Monday, 
Wednesday,  and  Saturday,  and  from  6.30  to  8.30 
p.m.  on  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday. 
During  the  first  week  480  cards  were  issued. 
Miss  Nancy  Burbank  is  librarian. 

Rome, N.  Y.  Jervis  L.  A.  The  Jervis  Library 
Association  was  organized  on  January  19,  when 
a  meeting  was  held,  by-laws  adopjed,  officers 
elected  and  a  librarian  appointed.  The  associa- 
tion was  formed  in  accordance  with  the  will  of 
the  late  J:  B.  Jervis,  from  whose  estate  it  re- 
ceives a  fund  of  $44, 165. 83,  and  the  Jervis  home- 
stead, which  is  to  be  altered  to  serve  as  a  library 
building.  The  librarian  appointed,  Miss  M..  E. 
Beach,  will  take  a  course  of  training  at  the  New 
York  State  Library  School. 

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  P.  L.  The  basket-carrier 
system,  used  in  large  stores  for  the  transmission 
of  bundles  and  change,  has  been  adopted  in  the 
library  for  the  quick  carriage  of  books  from 
the  shelves  to  the  distributing  counters.  The 
mechanism  will  cost  $200,  and  there  will  be  four 
stations,  at  which  the  boys  can  put  books  in  the 
baskets.  A  delivery  station  has  been  established 
at  the  south  end  of  the  city,  and  it  is  intended  to 
open  another  one  at  a  suitable  location  in  the 
north  end. 

Scranton  (Pa.)  P.  L.  (4th  rpt.)  Added  4353  ; 
total  22,928.  Issued,  home  use  156,918  (fict. 
79.285?);  books  issued  for  ref.  use  2675;  no 
record  of  general  ref.  use  is  kept.  New  borrow- 
ers 2942  ;  total  no.  borrowers  8974.  Receipts 
$10,957.42  ;  expenses  $10,186.48. 

"  The  edition  of  the  '  Finding-list  of  the  cir- 
culating department,  January,  1893,'  was  ex- 
hausted by  the  end  of  February,  1894.  It  was 
continued  in  August,  by  a  '  First  supplement.' 
Later  there  was  issued,  just  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  an  '  Author-list  of  books  in  the  library,' 
which  indexes  to  a  certain  extent  the  entire  con- 
tents of  the  library  to  August  31,  1894,  so  far  as 
its  individual  volumes  are  concerned,  This 


'Author-list,'  containing  184  pages,  makes  a 
convenient  pamphlet,  which,  stapled  in  manilla 
tag-board  covers,  together  with  the  48  pages  of 
the  '  First  supplement,'  is  sold  to  the  patrons  of 
the  library  at  the  nominal  price  of  15  cents 
each." 

Sea  Cliff  (L.  /.)  P.  L.  The  reading-room  of 
the  new  Sea  Cliff  Library  has  been  opened  to 
the  public,  though  the  books  are  not  yet  ready 
for  circulation.  About  300  v.  are  now  being 
cataloged  ;  this  includes  100  books  from  the 
New  York  State  travelling  library. 

Seattle  (Wash.)  P.  L.  Added  764;  total 
11,812;  issued,  home  use  144,199;  no.  card- 
holders 9838.  Receipts  $12,225.78  ;  expenses 
$12,209.93.  A  catalog  of  the  library  was  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  The  library  was  re- 
moved to  its  new  quarters  in  June,  1894. 

Watertown  (Mass.)  F.  P.  L.  The  two-books- 
on-a-card  system  has  been  adopted  in  the  library 
with  satisfactory  results.  Librarian  Whitney 
says  :  "  This  helps  the  introduction  of  other 
books  into  houses  that  usually  care  only  for 
stories." 

Wisconsin ,  State  L.  Commission  for.  Among 
the  bills  to  be  introduced  at  the  1895  session 
of  the  Wisconsin  legislature  is  one  providing 
for  the  creation  of  a  state  library  commission, 
similar  to  those  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  aid  in 
the  development  and  establishment  of  libraries 
in  the  state,  which  are  as  yet  comparatively  few. 
The  commissioners  will  serve  without  pay,  and 
the  only  money  expended  will  be  upon  the 
libraries. 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society  L.  Madison. 
The  42d  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held 
on  Nov.  13,  in  the  rooms  of  the  society.  Ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  Secretary  Thwailes 
there  were  added  during  the  year  4597  books 
and  2676  pm.  making  a  total  of  167,295  v.  and 
pm.  Of  the  accessions  about  75  %  are  from  gifts 
and  exchanges  of  duplicates. 

Much  bibliographical  work  is  constantly  going 
on  at  the  library,  in  the  desire  to  increase  its 
usefulness.  The  card  catalog  —  author,  title, 
and  subject  —  is  well  advanced  in  preparation, 
but  will  not  be  completed  for  some  years  to 
come.  The  elaborate  catalog,  with  historical 
notes,  of  the  immense  newspaper  collection 
(8000  bound  v.)  is  nearing  completion,  and 
will  be  issued  in  1895.  The  society's  collection 
of  newspapers  is  only  surpassed  in  extent  and 
importance  by  that  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
The  catalog  will  be  the  first  of  its  kind  issued  by 
a  library.  It  will  be  followed  by  a  catalog  of 
maps. 

The  report  contains  a  detailed  list  of  the  450 
bound  volumes  of  Draper  mss.,  covering  the 
history  of  the  West  from  1742  to  1816. 

As  to  the  use  of  the  library,  91  %  of  the  read- 
ers are  professors  and  students  in  the  state  uni- 
versity. About  50,000  v.  were  issued  for  refer- 
ence or  alcove  use. 

An  appeal  is  made  for  a  larger  appropriation, 
and  the  report  closes  with  an  urgent  presentation 
of  the  need  of  a  new  library  building.  Finan- 
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cially,  the  society  has  accomplished  much  work 
with  little  means.  The  general  fund  consists  of 
the  $5000  annual  appropriation  from  the  state, 
and  from  this  books,  etc.,  are  purchased,  several 
minor  salaries  paid,  and  miscellaneous  expenses 
met.  This  sum,  however,  while  large  enough  20 
years  ago,  is  now  far  too  small  for  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  the  society,  in  its  present  stage 
of  development.  The  binding  fund  is  the  out- 
growth of  gifts,  half  of  the  membership  dues,  etc., 
and  amounts  to  $25,000 ;  the  antiquarian  fund 
only  amounts  thus  far  to  $2000,  but  is  slowly 
growing  from  sales  of  duplicates  and  half  of  the 
membership  dues  ;  an  attempt  will  be  made 
during  the  year  to  secure  gifts  to  swell  this 
fund  to  an  income-producing  stage. 

Woburn  (Mass.)  P.  L.  An  index  of  the  old 
and  valuable  volumes  in  the  library  is  being  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  W:  P.  Cutter,  the  librarian.  There 
are  few  collections  in  the  possession  of  the 
younger  cities  that  can  compare  in  value  and  age 
with  Woburn's.  In  old  law  works  the  collection 
is  singularly  complete,  and  there  is  a  long  list  of 
old  school-books  and  other  treasures  of  the 
printer's  art,  manufactured  nearly  two  centuries 
ago.  The  art  collection  of  the  library  will  soon 
be  increased  by  a  large  picture  representing  the 
ordination  of  Woburn's  first  pastor,  for  which 
a  local  artist  has  received  the  commission. 

Woodbury,  N.  J.  Deptford  Institute  F.  L. 
The  library  was  opened  under  its  new  con- 
ditions early  in  November,  1894.  It  is  free 
not  only  to  the  people  of  Woodbury  but  to  the 
citizens  of  the  neighboring  townships  of  Deptford 
and  West  Deptford.  Miss  Whitall,  the  libra- 
rian, has  been  for  the  past  two  months  busy 
classifying  and  listing  the  books.  She  was 
formerly  assistant  librarian  in  the  Free  Library 
of  Philadelphia.  The  founding  of  this  library 
was  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  gift  to  the 
city  by  the  trustees  of  the  Deptford  school 
property.  The  school  building  and  lot  upon 
which  it  stands  was  several  months  since  trans- 
ferred to  the  city,  and,  in  addition  to  this,  the 
city  council  purchased  an  adjoining  plot  of 
ground  for  $5000.  This  sum  is  held  in  trust,  and 
the  interest  is  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books 
which  will  be  added  from  time  to  time.  Since 
the  acceptance  of  the  property  by  the  city,  con- 
tributions have  been  received  amounting  to  over 
$600.  The  library  is  located  in  the  city  hall 
building,  and  is  supported  by  the  interest  of  the 
library  fund,  rooms,  heat,  and  light  being  sup- 
plied free  of  charge. 

FOREIGN. 

Tor  onto  (Ontario,  Can.)  P.  L.  Total,  lending  1. 
48,027;  ref.  1.41.221.  Issued,  home  use  502,- 
156  ;  ref.  use  33,571  (net.  46^).  Receipts,  $33,- 
630  ;  expenses,  $33,626.19. 

"  The  whole  tendency  of  the  circulation  has 
been  in  the  direction  of  a  reduction  in  the  issue 
of  fiction."  During  the  year  it  is  expected  that 
a  catalog  of  pamphlets  may  be  completed. 
"  The  reading-room  for  the  unemployed  opened 
last  season  has  been  reopened  this  year." 

Nottingham  (Eng.)  F.  P.  Ls.  (Rpt.)  Added 
3019;  total  75,098.  Issued  41 1, 01 1  (fict.  6r. 77$). 


Total  attendance  at  libraries  and  reading-rooms 
2,162,657. 

The  issue  of  fiction  is  4. 74  £  less  than  it  was 
two  years  ago. 

A  sixth  supplement  to  the  catalog  of  the  cen- 
tral library,  a  class  list  relating  to  "  Archeology 
and  antiquities,"  a  new  edition  of  the  "Music 
and  musicians'  list,"  a  supplement  to  the  Lenton 
Lending  Library  catalog,  and  an  authors'  list  of 
fiction,  poetry  and  drama,  have  been  published. 
Other  lists  are  in  compilation.  The  author  card 
catalog  in  the  reference  library  is  almost  com- 
plete, and  a  subject  card  catalog  will  soon  be 
begun . 

The  fourth  season's  series  of  "  Half-hour 
talks  with  the  people  about  books  and  book- 
writers"  was  given  in  12  of  the  branch  reading- 
rooms,  and  proved  to  be  even  more  popular  than 
in  former  years.  Two  were  given  in  each  of 
the  rooms.  They  were  delivered  by  the  libra- 
rian and  others  interested,  and  covered  many 
of  the  leading  English  writers.  These  lecture 
courses  have  become  an  established  feature  of 
the  library. 

There  have  been  exhibited  in  the  reference 
library  curious  collections  of  books  illustrating 
the  arts  of  printing  and  book  illustration,  and 
during  the  visit  of  the  British  Association  there 
was  a  special  exhibit  of  curious  scientific  works. 
On  the  staircase  there  is  an  ever-changing 
collection  of  portraits  of  authors,  and  pictures 
illustrating  book  and  newspaper  production. 
PRACTICAL  NOTES. 

To  MOUNT   NEWSPAPER  PICTURES,  PORTRAITS, 

ETC.  —  W:R:  Watson,  of  the  New  York  State 
Library  School,  sends  the  following  suggestions 
as  to  the  mounting  of  newspaper  illustrations, 
etc.  For  cutting  the  picture,  a  rule  and  sharp 
knife  are  better  than  scissors,  as  the  latter  do 
not  always  give  a  true,  clean  edge.  Lay  the 
picture  face  up  on  a  smooth  surface  —  preferably 
binder's  board  —  place  the  ruler  so  that  the  knife 
will  cut  just  inside  of  the  plate,  and  draw  the 
knife  firmly  along  the  edge  of  the  ruler.  For 
mounting  small  pictures  and  portraits  loose 
sheets  from  the  letter  size  pads  (heavy  paper)  of 
the  Library  Bureau  may  be  used,  as  these  can  be 
arranged  alphabetically.  Hot  starch  gives  the 
best  results  as  a  paste,  as  it  is  sufficiently  ad- 
hesive, has  little  body,  'and  whatever  exudes 
from  the  edge  of  the  picture  can  be  quickly  ab- 
sorbed by  a  blotter,  leaving  almost  no  trace. 
Before  applying  the  paste,  lay  the  picture  on  the 
sheet  to  ascertain  just  where  it  is  to  go,  marking 
lightly  with  pencil  at  top  and  sides.  Apply  the 
paste  with  a  small  brush  around  the  edges  of  the 
picture  ;  not  all  over  the  back,  as  that  causes  it 
to  draw  and  wrinkle  ;  then  lay  it  on  the  sheet  of 
paper  prepared,  and  press  between  two  smooth 
surfaces  until  the  paste  is  set.  To  make  an 
imitation  mat  around  a  picture  :  place  the  pic- 
ture, face  up,  on  a  piece  ofr  blotting-paper,  lay 
your  ruler  on  the  sheet  on  which  the  picture  is 
mounted  .parallel  with  an  edge  of  the  picture 
and  as  far  away  as  you  wish  your  mat  to  extend; 
then  draw  some  hard  blunt  instrument  (the 
handle  of  an  ink  eraser  will  do)  along  the  edge 
of  the  ruler.  The  result  will  be  a  deep  crease 
in  the  paper.  Continue  this  crease  around  the 
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picture  in  a  similar  manner,  and  you  will  have  a 
very  good  substitute  for  a  mat,  which  will  add 
greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the  picture.  The 
blotter  underneath  allows  the  blunt  instrument 
making  the  crease  to  sink  deeply  enough  and 
yet  not  break  the  paper.  To  get  the  mat  on  the 
different  pictures  at  the  same  relative  distance,  a 
small  pasteboard  "locator"  may  be  made  by 
cutting  a  square  piece  of  pasteboard  with  a  spur 
projecting  at  a  corner.  Lay  the  locator  on  a 
corner  of  the  picture,  so  that  the  edges  on  each 
side  of  the  spur  coincide  with  the  edges  of  the 
picture  ;  this  will  throw  the  point  of  the  spur 
where  the  corner  of  the  mat  should  come,  mark 
this  point  and  locate  the  other  corners  in  simi- 
lar manner, 


Bequests. 


Champaign,  III,  A.  C.  Burnham,  a  banker  of 
Champaign,  has  offered  to  give  to  the  town  his 
old  homestead,  to  be  used  as  a  site  for  a  library 
building,  a  sufficient  sum  for  building  purposes, 
and  $10,000  for  furnishing  and  stocking  the 
library. 

Iowa  State  Univ.  L.  The  library  has  recently 
come  into  possession  of  a  private  library,  by  gift 
from  Mr.  D.  H.  Talbott.  of  Sioux  City,  la.  It 
contains  about  4500  v.,  besides  a  large  number 
of  unbound  periodicals,  pamphlets,  etc.  The 
literature  of  natural  history  is  the  predominant 
feature  of  the  collection  .  Mr.  Talbott  has  also 
made  large  and  valuable  gifts  to  the  natural 
history  museum  of  the  university  during  the  past 
five  years. 

Lead  City,  S.  D.  A  fully  equipped  library  and 
reading-room  was  formally  presented  to  Lead 
City,  on  Dec.  25,  by  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst, 
widow  of  the  late  Senator  Hearst,  of  California. 
The  library  occupies  the  third  floor  of  the  new 
Miner's  Union  Hall,  and  is  well  supplied  with 
books,  periodicals,  and  games.  Once  a  fort- 
night a  free  musical  recital  is  given  in  the  main 
reading-room. 

Leicester  (Mast.)  P.  L.  In  December,  1894, 
Lory  S.  Watson,  of  Leicester,  gave  $20,000  to 
the  town  for  the  construction  of  a  new  library 
building.  The  trustees  of  the  library  were  al- 
ready in  possession  of  the  nucleus  of  a  building 
fund,  which  was  not  available  until  it  had  in- 
creased to  $15,000.  Mr.  Watson's  gift  made 
this  fund  available  for  use  and  increased  it  to 
proportions  sufficient  to  erect  and  furnish  a  suit- 
able building.  A  site  was  promptly  selected  by 
the  trustees  and  a  building  committee  appointed. 

Ottumwa,  la.  By  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  in  the  Ballingall  will  case,  the  city  receives 
the  entire  bequest  of  $200,000,  left  by  the  late 
Peter  G.  Ballingall,  of  that  place.  Mr.  Ballingall, 
who  was  one  of  the  richest  citizens  of  Ottumwa, 
left  an  abstruse  and  intricate  will,  bequeathing 
nearly  all  of  his  fortune  to  the  town.  After  con- 
siderable litigation  on  the  part  of  the  heirs,  the 
will  has  now  been  declared  valid.  Besides  vari- 
ous bequests  for  a  park  and  hospital,  the  pro- 
visions for  the  Ottumwa  Library  Association 


are  as  follows  :  $200  a  year  until  a  $6000  fund 
and  a  $20,000  fund  have  been  accumulated  from 
the  administration  of  other  bequests  provided, 
for,  and  232  feet  of  ground  on  Main  Street,  to  be 
used  as  site  for  a  library  building.  The  library 
will  receive  $200  a  year  until  the  $6000  fund  is 
accumulated.  It  will  then  receive  that  fund  and 
one-fourth  of  the  net  income  from  all  of  the 
properties  willed  to  the  city,  including  the  net 
income  of  the  $20,000  fund. 

Princeton  (N.  J.}  College  L.  The  library  has 
received  from  a  prominent  alumnus,  whose  name 
is  withheld,  a  fine  mediaeval  ms.  of  Terence,  con- 
sisting of  1 66  leaves,  partly  parchment,  and 
partly  paper.  The  text  is  written  throughout  in 
one  hand  in  clear  minuscule  characters,  and  it  is 
complete  for  the  six  plays.  The  ms.  bears  date 
1402  ;  it  is  the  finest  now  in  the  college  library, 
and  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  classical  man- 
uscripts in  the  United  States. 

Univ.  of  Pennsylvania  L.  The  Hon.  W: 
Potter,  ex-minister  to  Italy,  has  presented  to  the 
library  a  complete  set  of  "  Hansard's  Parliament- 
ary debates,"  459  volumes,  covering  the  pro- 
ceedings and  speeches  in  the  English  Parliament 
from  1066  to  1891.  The  volumes  contain  the 
debates  of  the  English  Parliament  for  a  period 
of  825  years,  going  back  to  the  time  of  its  Saxon 
origin,  before  the  days  of  William  Rufus  and  the 
wars  of  the  roses.  It  is  believed  that  this  is 
the  last  complete  set  of  Hansard  that  will  ever 
be  offered  for  sale. 

Waltham,  Mass.  By  the  will  of  the  late 
Francis  Buttrick,  a  wealthy  lumber  merchant  of 
Waltham,  that  town  is  bequeathed  $60,000  for 
the  establishment  of  a  public  library. 

Winchester  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  library  has 
been  presented  with  a  beautiful  memorial  win- 
dow, given  by  the  family  of  the  late  J.  H.  Tyler. 
The  design  is  by  Frederick  Wilson  and  Joseph 
Lauber,  and  the  window,  which  illustrates  the 
history  of  book-making  and  the  discovery  of 
printing,  was  made  by  the  Tiffany  Glass  Co.  In 
the  central  light  is  the  "  First  proof,"  represent- 
ing Gutenberg  taking  the  first  impression  from 
movable  type,  in  the  presence  of  Furst  and 
Schoeffer.  In  the  two  side-lights  are  represen- 
tations of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  from  whose 
branches  hang  escutcheons  bearing  the  book- 
marks of  some  of  the  most  famous  early  printers, 
such  as  Plantin,  Aldus,  Caxton,  and  Vostre. 
Accompanying  them,  and  inscribed  on  ribbons 
or  labels,  are  several  extracts  from  great  authors 
relating  to  books — for  example,  "My  library 
was  dukedom  large  enough,"  "  Les  livres  sont 
des  amis  surs  et  fideles,"  etc.  Below  the  lights 
are  representations  of  three  kinds  of  primitive 
books — the  wax  tablets  of  the  Romans,  the 
scrolls  of  the  Greeks,  and  a  mediaeval  parchment 
manuscript.  The  last-named  bears  the  memorial 
inscription,  "  In  memory  of  Joseph  Howe  Tyler, 
born  February  u,  1825  ;  died  July  n,  1892," 
followed  by  this  passage  from  the  book  of  Prov- 
erbs :  "  Happy  is  the  man  that  findeth  wisdom 
and  the  man  that  getteth  understanding."  On 
the  Roman  tables  there  is  a  quotation  from 
Cicero,  in  fourth  century  characters,  and  on  the 
Greek  scroll  there  is  a  passage  from  Plato. 
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Cibrariane. 


DAVIDSON,  Mrs.  Emma,  of  Peru,  Ind.,  was 
elected  state  librarian  of  Indiana  on  Jan.  n,  by 
the  state  legislature.  She  succeeds  Miss  M.  E. 
Ahern,  who  has  filled  the  position  with  admira- 
ble success  for  the  past  three  years.  Her  elec- 
tion was  entirely  a  matter  of  politics,  the  Re- 
publican victory  of  1894  leading  to  a  general 
"  sweep "  in  the  various  state  offices.  Mrs. 
Davidson  is  the  widow  of  an  old  soldier,  who 
fought  in  the  3Qth  Indiana  Regiment.  Since  her 
husband's  death,  20  years  ago,  she  has  been  a 
school  teacher  in  Peru,  Ind.  She  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  state  librarian  in  1881, 
when  she  was  defeated  by  another  Republican 
candidate.  Her  closest  rival  in  the  present 
election  was  Miss  Nancy  Baker,  of  the  Indian- 
apolis Public  Library,  secretary  of  the  Indiana 
Library  Association.  In  all  there  were  72  can- 
didates for  the  office,  which  pays  a  salary  of 
$1200  a  year. 

DRISCOLL,  Miss  Emma,  has  been  elected  li- 
brarian of  the  Spokane  (Wash.)  City  L.,  suc- 
ceeding Frank  L.  Price. 

PUTNAM,  Herbert,  was  on  February  5  ap- 
pointed librarian  of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
Mr.  Putnam  is  a  son  of  G.  P.  Putnam,  the 
founder  of  the  New  York  publishing  house  of 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  and  was  born  in  New 
York  City  in  1861.  He  entered  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  1879,  was  graduated  in  1883,  studied  for  a 
year  subsequently  at  Columbia  Law  School  and  in 
the  fall  of  1884  went  to  Minneapolis.  In  1885 
he  entered  the  Minnesota  bar,  and  about  that 
time  became  librarian  of  the  Minneapolis  Athe- 
naeum, a  stock  corporation  library,  with  a  fund 
yielding  $10,000  a  year  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  but  with  a  very  meagre  income  for 
current  expenses.  Mr.  Putnam  organized  the 
Minneapolis  Public  Library,  as  a  free  circulat- 
ing library,  with  branches  and  delivery  stations, 
under  the  control  of  and  supported  by  the  city 
authorities.  By  the  issue  of  bonds  and  private 
subscription,  and  the  income  from  current  taxes, 
the  library  board  bought  a  site  and  erected  a 
building  costing  nearly  $400,000,  which  ranks 
as  one  of  the  best  equipped  of  American  library 
buildings.  The  old  Athenaeum  was  merged  in 
the  new  library  and  the  aggregate  income  of  the 
joint  libraries  has  been  from  $50,000  to  $75,000 
per  annum.  During  the  construction  of  the 
building  Mr.  Putnam  was  engaged  in  purchas- 
ing books,  going  abroad  for  that  purpose,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  seven  years  of  his  administra- 
tion he  had  added  about  50,000  volumes  to  the 
12,000  originally  possessed  by  the  Athenaeum, 
while  the  library  had  grown  to  be  the  fifth  in 
the  United  States  in  point  of  circulation.  In 
December,  1891,  Mr.  Putnam  resigned  his  posi- 
tion and  came  to  Boston,  where  he  has  since 
practised  law.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Munroe,  of  Cambridge,  where  he  resides.  Mr. 
Putnam's  appointment  was  a  decided  surprise. 
It  is  said  that  he  was  first  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  headship  of  the  Boston  Public 


Library  in  a  letter  to  the  trustees  from  State  Li- 
brarian Tillinghast,  dated  Jan.  18.  He  was 
unanimously  chosen  at  a  fully  attended  trustees' 
meeting,  and  entered  upon  his  new  duties  on 
February  n,  at  a  salary  of  $5000  a  year. 

SCOTT,  Dr.  J.  L.,  has  been  appointed  state 
librarian  of  Wisconsin. 

WINCHESTER,  G:  F.,  librarian  of  the  Paterson 
(N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library,  is  ill  with  nervous 
prostration,  the  result  of  mental  strainand  over- 
work. 

WIXSON,  Mrs.  Helen  M.,  has  been  appointed 
state  librarian  of  Colorado. 


Cataloging  ano  Classification. 

The  BOSTON  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  January 
continues  its  chronological  index  to  historical 
fiction,  covering  Switzerland  and  the  Nether- 
lands, including  Holland  and  Flanders.  The 
special  lists  in  this  number  relate  to  Roads,  and 
to  Corea,  Japan,  and  China;  as  usual  they  are 
carefully  classified  and  very  full  —  bibliographic 
rather  than  library  lists.  There  is  also  a  list 
of  books  for  exchange  and  sale  by  the  trustees. 
The  usual  historical  appendix  consists  of  a  letter 
from  John  Wiswall  to  George  Rigby  (1638);  n 
views  of  the  north  end  of  Boston,  and  a  panoramic 
view  of  Haymarket  Square  and  its  neighbor- 
hood —  all  with  historical  notes. 

The  DENVER  P.  L.  has  issued  a  small  eight- 
page  list  of  "books  on  science  teaching,  with 
some  on  science  and  scientific  men." 

DBS  MOINES  (la.)  P.  L.  Catalog :  first  supple- 
ment, 1894.  138  p.  1.  O.  cl. 
Catalogs  4500  v.,  including  all  books  not  given 
in  the  catalog  of  1892,  excepting  government 
documents.  Follows  style  of  former  catalog,  i.  e., 
books  are  separated  in  three  divisions  —  refer- 
ence, general  circulating,  juvenile.  Dictionary 
arrangement.  Fiction  is  given  under  subject 
heading  only;  thus  "  Black,  Wm."  appears  in 
proper  alphabetic  order,  with  only  the  reference 
"see  fiction."  "All  books  except  fiction  have  a 
class  number,  which  should  be  added  to  author 
and  title  when  making  out  list  of  books.  Fiction 
has  no  number  and  may  be  called  for  by  author 
and  title  only."  Short  titles  ;  full  names  are 
not  generally  given;  dates,  but  no  imprint. 

DREXEL  INSTITUTE  L. ,  Philadelphia.    Reference 
lists,  no.  2,  January,  1895.     Music.     8  p. 
An  excellent  list,  classed  under  the   general 
literature  of  the  subject,  its  history,  theory,  fic- 
tion, etc.;  the  various   branches  —  as  dramatic 
music,   vocal   music,  symphonies,   instruments, 
pianoforte;  and  biographies,  individual  and  col- 
lected, of  musicians. 

MONTCLAIR  (N.  J.}  F.  P.  L.f   Finding-list  of  fic- 
tion.    October,    1894.     26  p.     O. 
Printed  by  the  linotype  method  ;    a  titb-a-line 
author  and  title  list ;    no  imprint  ;  entries  are 
generally  made  under  well-known  pseudonyms. 
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PRATT  INSTITUTE  (Brooklyn,  N,  Y.)  F.  L.  Bul- 
letin no.  10  :  Finding-list  of  works  in  the  Ger- 
man language.  January,  1895.  30  p.  O. 
The  PROVIDENCE  (R.  I.)  P.  L.  has  begun  the 
publication  of  a  Monthly  bulletin,  in  which  Mr. 
Foster  again  resumes  his  valuable  "  monthly 
reference-lists."  This  is  welcome  news  to 
librarians,  to  whom  these  lists,  issued  for  some 
years  in  connection  with  the  JOURNAL,  were  ever 
among  the  most  useful  of  bibliographic  aids. 
The  Bulletin  containing  the  lists  is  sold  at  the 
subscription  price  of  50  c.  yearly.  In  the  first 
(January)  number  the  reference-lists  cover  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes,  the  Korean  war,  and  Buddh- 
ism, being,  in  their  present  form,  says  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, "  a  continuation  on  an  enlarged  scale  "  of 
the  original  series.  It  is  unnecessary  to  dilate 
in  extenso  on  the  usefulness  and  value  of  these 
lists.  We  extend  them  a  hearty  welcome  and 
best  wishes  for  a  long  life. 

The  SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  Janu- 
ary devotes  its  usual  "special  reading  list"  to 
Ancient  Greece  ;  the  literature  of  Grecian  his- 
tory, life,  art,  religion  and  literature  is  ex- 
cellently selected  and  arranged. 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mass.)  LIBRARY  BULLETIN 
for  January  has  a  short  biographical  sketch  of 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson  and  a  list  of  his  books 
contained  in  the  library  ;  also  a  good  "  list  of 
books  relating  to  the  American  Revolution." 

FULL  NAMES. 
The  following  are  suppliedby  Harvard  College  Library: 

Bardeen,  C:  W:  (Teaching  as  a  business  for 
men) ; 

Barrows,  Walter  Bradford  (The  English  spar- 
row in  North  America) ; 

Gerson,  Felix  Napoleon  (Some  verses); 

Hopkins,  W:  J:  (Telephone  lines  and  their 
properties); 

Howe,  S:  H:  (A  brief  memoir  of  the  life  of 
John  F.  Slater) ; 

Mally,  F:  W:  (Report  on  the  boll  worm  of 
cotton); 

McElroy,  Karl  (Thayer)  Pomeroy  (Canned 
vegetables) ; 

Merrill,  Earle  Abbott  (Reference-book  of 
tables  and  formulas  for  electric  street  railway 
engineers) ; 

Miclziner,  Moses  (Introduction  to  the  Tal- 
mud); 

Nichols,  E:  West  (Analytic  geometry) ; 

Peabody,  Cecil  Hobart,  and  Miller,  E:  Furber 
(Notes  on  steam-boilers) ; 

Pickard,  S:  T:  (Life  and  letters  of  John  Green- 
leaf  Whittier) ; 

Rand,  Addison  Crittenden  (The  uses  of  com- 
pressed air)  ; 

Rankin,  Francis  Huntington  (Hygiene  of 
childhood); 

Searles,  W:  H:  (Field  engineering) ; 

Weaver,  W:  Dixon,  editor  (Standard  tables  for 
electric  wiremen,  by  C:  M.  Davis) ; 

Wedderburn,  Alexander  J:  (A  compilation  of 
the  pharmacy  and  drug  laws  of  the  several  states 
and  territories) ; 

Wickes,  T:  H:,  joint-author  (The  strike  at 
Pullman). 


ATKINSON,  G:  Francis.     The  study  of  the  bi- 
ology of  ferns  by  the  collection  method.     N. 
Y.,  Macmillan  &  Co.,  1894.     12  +  134 p.  8°. 
A  bibliography  covers  p.  129-132. 

BEVAN,  Wilson    Lloyd.      Sir  William    Petty: 
a  study  in  English  economic  literature.     Pub- 
lications of  American  Economic  Association, 
v.  9,  no.  4,  1894.     112  p.  O. 
Contains  a  short  "bibliography  of  the  printed 

works  of  Sir  William  Petty." 

BURSTALL,  S.  A.     The  education  of  girls  in  the 
United  States.     London,  Swan  Sonnenschein, 
1894.     12+204  P-     srn-  8°. 
Contains  an  8-p.  bibliography. 

COBHAM,  C.  D.  An  attempt  at  a  bibliography 
of  Cyprus.  3d  ed.  Nicosia,  Cyprus,  1894. 
40  p.  8°,  3  fr. 

FILON,  A.  Merimee  et  ses  amis;  avec  une 
bibliographic  des  oeuvres  completes  de  Meri- 
mee, par  le  Vte  de  Spoelberch  de  Lovenjoul. 
Paris,  Hachette,  1894.  8°,  3.50  fr. 

The  FOLK-LORE  SOCIETY  have  decided  to  ex- 
pedite as  far  as  possible  the  preparation  of  the 
English  "  Bibliography  of  folk-lore,"  which  is 
being  compiled  by  the  society.  It  is  to  be  one 
of  the  publications  for  1897. 

GEORGE,  C. ,  Schlagwort-Katalog.  Verzeichniss 
der  Biicher  und  Landkarten  in  sachlicher 
Anordnung.  Band  2  :  1888-92.  Lieferung7. 
Hannover,  Cruse.  193-224  p.  8°,  1.30  m. 

A  BIBLIOGRAPHY  of  the  literature  of  Gloucester- 
shire is  being  prepared  by  F.  A.  Hyett  and 
Rev.  W.  Bazeley,  honorary  secretary  of  the 
Bristol  and  Gloucestershire  Archaeological  So- 
ciety, of  England.  The  book  is  divided  into 
publications  relating  to  the  whole  county,  those 
concerned  with  the  Forest  of  Dean,  those  relat- 
ing to  parishes  and  towns  in  the  county,  and 
those  relating  to  the  city  of  Bristol.  An  index 
of  authors,  a  list  of  local  printers,  and  a  bibli- 
ography of  the  Rowley  controversy  are  to  be 
added.  The  first  volume  will  be  ready  early 
this  year 
HUBER,  J.  Ch.  Bibliographic  der  klinischen 

Helminthologie.     Heft  7.   "•  8 :  Dracunculus 

Persarum  KSmpfer,  Filaria  sanguinis  hominis 

Lewis  und  Trematoden.    MUnchen,  J.  F.  Leh- 

mann.     8°,  3.60  m. 
JONES,  M.  Katherine.    Bibliography  of  college, 

university,  and  social  settlements.     [Boston, 

1894.]    19  p.  12°. 
LEGRAND,     E.      Bibliographic    hellenique    ou 

description  raisonnee   des    ouvrages    publics 

par  des  Grecs  au  XVIIe  siecle.     v.  I  et  2. 

Paris,  Plcard  &  fils.,  1894.    I4+5M+532  p. 
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8°.  200  numbered  copies.  For  the  four  v.,  to 
subscribers,  75  fr. 

LYLY,  J  :  Endymion,  the  man  in  the  moon; 
ed.  with  notes,  bibliography  and  biographi- 
cal introd.,  by  G.  P.  Baker.  N.  Y.,  Holt, 
1894.  c.  196+109  p.  S.  (English  readings.) 
bds.,  85  c. 

SUDHOFF,  K.  Versuch  einer  Kritik  der  Echt- 
heit  der  Paracelsischen  Schriften.  Band  i  : 
Bibliographia  Paracelsica.  Besprechung  der 
unter  Theophrast  von  Hohenheims  Namen 
i527-i893erschienenen  Druckschriften.  Ber- 
lin, G.  Reimer.  722  p.  8°.  18  m. 

THE  UNIVERSITY  of  Leyden  has  undertaken 
the  task  of  issuing  a  bibliographical  catalog  of 
all  the  works  of  its  professors,  from  the  date  of 
its  foundation,  compiled  by  L:  D.  Petit,  the 
university  librarian,  and  to  be  published  by  S. 
C.  Van  Doesburgh.  It  will  be  issued  in  five 
volumes,  each  consisting  of  four  or  five  parts, 
and  will  extend  over  about  six  years.  The  first 
part,  which  is  just  published,  is  devoted  to  the 
professors  of  the  theological  faculty,  for  the 
period  between'  1575  and  1619. 

WILLEY,  Arthur.     Amphioxus  and  the  ancestry 
of  the  vertebrates.     N.  Y.,  Macmillan  &  Co., 
1894.    8°.    (Columbia  Univ.  biological  ser., 
no.  2.)    net,  $2.50. 
Contains  a  15  -p.  bibliography. 
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Alyn  Yates  Keith,  ps.  of  the  wife  of  Governor 
Morris,  of  Connecticut,  author  of  "  A  spinster's 
leaflets"  and  "  A  hilltop  summer."  —  Bost.  Lit. 
World. 

Chaperoned,  published  in  Cassell's  "  Unknown 
library,"  is  by  Albert  Ulmann.  The  second 
edition  bears  his  name  on  the  title-page. 

A  correction.     Gushing,  W:  Initials  and  pseudo- 
nyms,   [ist  series.]    p.  138,  col.  i. 
Investigator.    Samuel  Wheeler.    The  triangle. 

For  Wheeler  read  Whelpley.  —  J:  C.  ROWELL. 

Heclawa. — ps.  of  A.  L.  Artman  Himmelwright, 
in  "In  the  heart  of  the  Bitter-Root  Moun- 
tains :  story  of  the  Carlin  hunting  party," 
pub.,  1895,  by  Putnam.  —  A.  A.  J. 

Ian  Maclaren,  ps.  of  Rev.  J:  Maclaren 
Watson,  author  of  "Beside  the  bonnie  brier 
bush,"  pub.  by  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.,  1894.  He  is 
minister  of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Liverpool. 
—  N.  Y.  Tribune,  N.  n. 

Jane  Smiley,  author  of  the  Christmas  and 
Easter  stories  in  Harper's  Young  People,  is,  ac- 
cording to  C:  E.  L.  Wingate  in  the  Critic,  the 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Boyle  O'Reilly. 

Jean  Kincaid,  ps.  of  Mrs.  Estelle  M.  H.  Mer- 


rill, ed.  of  New  England  Kitchen  Magazine,  and 
a  frequent  newspaper  correspondent. 

Josephine  Clifford,  author  of  "  Overland  Tales," 
1877  ;  and  "  Another  Juanita,"  1894,  is  the 
nom  de  plume  of  Josephine  Clifford  McCrack- 
in.  —  J.  C.  ROWELL. 

Julie  K.  Wetherill,  ps.  of  Mrs.  Marion  Baker, 
of  the  New  Orleans  Times-Democrat. 

M.  E.  Francis,  ps.  of  Mrs.  Francis  Blundell, 
made  up  from  her  maiden  name,  M.  E.  Sweetman, 
and  from  her  husband's  Christian  name.  She  is 
author  of  "In  a  North  Country  village,"  pub. 
by  Little,  Brown  &  Co.  in  1893,  and  "  The  story 
of  Dan,"  recently  pub.  by  Houghton. 

Magdalen  Brooke.  " '  Magdalen  Brooke '  who 
wrote  '  The  story  of  Eleanor  Lambert,'  in  the 
Pseudonym  Library  is  Miss  Harriet  M.  Capes. 
—  The  Bookman. 

A  sunless  heart,  published  anonymously  in 
London  by  Ward,  Lock  &  Bowden,  is  by  Miss 
Edith  Johnstone.  —  Land.  Lit.  World,  S.  17. 

Wenona  Oilman,  ps.  of  Mrs.  Florence  Schoef- 
fel,  author  of  numerous  novels.  Mrs.  Schoeffel 
has  recently  brought  suit  against  the  Outing 
Company,  of  New  York,  for  alleged  fraudulent 
publication  of  her  novel,  "Saddle  and  senti- 
ment," and  the  real  name  is  thus  made  public. 


Rumors  onfc  IBhmfoere. 


AT  a  Massachusetts  library  recently,  inquiry 
for  a  book  called  "  Story  of  a  desert  island  " 
gradually  developed  or  changed  to  "  Story  of  a 
desert  island  off  the  coast  of  Maine,"  and  turned 
out  at  last  to  be  Crawford's  "  Love  in  idleness; 
a  story  of  Bar  Harbor  "  ! 

FROM  a  local  newspaper's  account  of  a  new 
library  building:  "  On  the  opposite  side  is  a 
roomy  closet  containing  hooks  for  clothing  and 
shelves  for  the  use  of  the  occupants." 

"  LES  MISERABLES  "  has  been  a  source  of  stock 
jokes  in  many  libraries  for  years,  but  perhaps 
the  latest  unintentional  play  on  the  name  is  the 
case  of  a  man  who  entered  a  library  recently  and 
asked  for  "  Lay  Mrs.  Robbies"  —  and  he  had  it 
written  out  on  a  slip  of  paper,  too. 

Reader.  —  "I  would  like  'English  men  of 
letters,'  please." 

Attendant.  —  That  is  a  set  of  about  40  volumes. 
What  volume  do  you  want? 

Keader  (confidently). — "The  most  reliable 
one  ! " 

A  FRESHMAN  of  one  of  the  leading  universi- 
ties approached  the  delivery-desk  of  a  refer- 
ence library,  handed  the  attendant  a  memoran- 
dum, and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  read  the 
periodical  named.  His  slip  (failed  for:  "Ibid, 
vol.  10,  page  128."  Another  applicant  called 
for  the  "  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  Report  fo*'  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Com- 
mission," and  would  take  nothing  else.—  A.  R. 
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B.  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROADWAY,    NKW    YORK. 

(ESTABLISHED    1848.) 

FOREIGN   OFFICES  AT  LONDON,   LEIPZIG,  AND   PARIS. 

Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 
College  and    Public  Libraries. 

SPECIAL   TERMS    FOR   LARGE   ORDERS. 


Catalogue  Raisonne  of  German  Belles- Lettres, 

The  Classics  and  flodern  Fiction,  and  of 

English  Translations  of  German  Books. 

"  Your  catalog  .  .  .  covers  a  very  difficult  ground  in  the  most  satisfactory  way.  It 
ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  librarian  in  the  country.  How  can  I  secure  copies  of  the 
catalog  for  the  Library  School?"— From  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lemcke  from  Miss  MARY  S.  CUTLBR, 
Vice-Director,  N.  Y.  State  Library  School,  Albany. 

"  Your  admirable  '  Catalogue  Raisonne'  could  not  have  been  more  timely  anywhere  than  in 
this  library." — WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER,  Providence  P.  L. 


BOOKS  WANTED. 


R.  R.  B.,  P.  O.  Box  943,  N.  Y. 

Library  Journal,  v,  15,  no.  n,  Nov.,  1890 ;  v.  16,  no.  8, 
Aug.,  *9i ;  v.  18,  no.  9,  Sept.,  '93— |i  each  for  either  of 
these  nos.;  v.  19,  nos.  7,  8,  9,  July,  Aug.,  Sept.,  '94—50 
cents  each. 

Boston  Book  Co.,  I  5'<  Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

North  Am.  Rev.,  vols.  or  nos.  1815-20,  '33-77. 

Bibliotheca  Sacra,  1870-94,  any  nos. 

Journal  of  Social  Science,  any  nos. 

Knickerbocker,  any  vols. 

LittelFs  Museum  of  Foreign  Literature,  any  vols. 

John  Edmands,  Mercantile  Library,  Phlla.,  Pa. 

Zaidee,  by  Oliphant. 

Michaud's  Crusades,  v.  i.    Routledge. 

Menzel's  Germany,  v.  i.    Bohn. 

Fall  of  Napoleon,  by  Mitchell,  v.  3.    1846. 

O.  H.,  P.  O.  Box  943,  N.  Y. 

Library  Journal,  August,  1894. 

Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free   Public  Lib. 
Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collections,  v.  38-36. 

Library  Co.  of  Phlla.,  Locust  and  Juniper  Sts., 
Phila. 

Broughton's  Second  Thoughts.    N.  Y.,  1880. 

Public  Library,  Cleveland,  O. 

N.  Y.  Independent  for.  Sept.  29,  Dec.  22,  29,  1892  ;  April 
26,  '94. 

Library  of  Union  Club,  I   W.  21st  St.,  N.  Y. 
Dickeson's  American  Numismatical  Manual  of  Currency  ; 
or,  Money  of  the  Aborigines,  etc.    Phila.,  1859. 

Univ.  of  Vermont  Lib.,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Darlington,  Amer.  Weeds  and  Useful  Plants.     N.  Y., 
1860. 

BOOKS   FOR~SALE. 

B.  A.,  P.  O.  Box  943. 

The  New  York  Time*,  1859  to  the  present. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


VVT  ANTED. — A  position  as  librarian  by  a  young  man  of 

several  years' experience  in  college  and  university 

libraries  and  in  a  large  book  house.    Address  B.  B.,  care 

LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

"\^7" ANTED. — Library  work  by  a  gentleman  thorough- 
vv  ly  posted  in  books  and  library  work.  Twenty 
years' experience.  Competent  to  take  charge.  Best  of 
references.  W.  H.  PARKER,  care  LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

T  IBRARIAN.— A  graduate  of  Pratt  Institute  Library 
™  School  seeks  permanent  or  temporary  employment. 
Has  catalogued  a  private  library  and  had  charge  of  the 
reference  library  of  a  New  York  daily,  indexing  paper 
also.  Best  references.  Box  28,  Closter,  New  Jersey. 

SPECIAL   NOTICES. 

TO  LIBRARIANS  AND  COLLECTORS 
OF  BOOKS.— The  Executors  of  the  late  Alexander 
Ireland,  of  Manchester,  in  taking  steps  t*  DISPOSE  OK  his  Ex- 
tensive LIBRARY,  find  that  bta  collection  of  the  works  of  certain 
authors  of  whom  he  was  a  special  admirer  and  student  ii  so 
far  complete  as  to  be  valuable  to  collectors  for  that  complete- 
ness. They  are  In  each  case  supplemented  by  collections  of 
Magazine  Articles  and  Newspaper  Reviews,  which  add  to  their 
value.  Collectors  and  librarians  desirous  to  treat  are  requested 
to  apply  co  the  Executors  of  Alexander  Ireland,  care  of  Blyth, 
Dutton,  and  Co.,  solicitors,  112,  Gresham  House,  London,  of 
whom  any  further  information  can  be  obtained. 

TheL»igh  Hunt  Collection.— 1<M  Volumes,  besides  many  pam- 
phlets, letters,  MSS.,  and  autograph  poems — some  unpublished. 

The  Huzlitt  Collection.-  86  Volumes,  believed  to  be  the  most 
complete  collection  of  Hazlittinna  in  existence,  with  many  cut- 
ting*, reviews,  and  articles  relating  to  Hailltt. 

The  Lamb  Collection.— 38  Volumes,  besides  many  article*, 
cuttings  from  newspapers,  SK.,  relating  to  Charles  and  Mary 
Lamb. 

The  Carlyle  Collection.— 83  Volumes,  Including  Carlylel 
works,  biography  of  him  and  Mrs.  Carlyle,  and  other  books  of 
and  relating  to  Carlyle,  Mrs.  Carlyle,  Ac.,  with  many  news- 
paper cuttings  and  MS.,  especially  the  MS.  of  Mrs.  Alexander 
Ireland's  Life  of  Jane  Welch  Carlyle,  and  many  other  MSS.  col- 
lected for  the  purpose  of  that  Life. 

The  Emerson  Collection.— «  Volumes,  including  Emerson'* 
works,  biographies,  and  many  books  of  and  relating  to  Emerson. 
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f.r       -  NOW  READY: 

Annual  Catalogues, 

1894. 

The  Annual  American  Catalogue  for  1894  is  now 
ready.  It  contains : 

(1)  Directory  of  American  Publishers  issuing  books  in  1894. 

(2)  Full-title  Record,  with  descriptive  notes,  in  author-alpha- 

bet, of  all  books  recorded  in  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
1894. 

(3)  Author-,  title-,  and  subject-index  to  same,  in  one  alphabet 

(4)  Publishers'  annual  lists  for  1894. 

The  edition  is  printed  from  type  and  therefore  is  limited, 
and  to  secure  copies  orders  should  be  sent  at  once.  The 
price  is  $3.50  half  leather,  $3.00  in  sheets. 

The  Annual  Catalogue  for  1886,  1891  and  1892  is  now 
out  of  print.  But  few  copies  of  the  Annual  Catalogue  for 
1887,  1888,  1889,  1890  and  1893  are  on  hand. 

We  also  supp  heytl  English  Catalogue  for  1894  as  soon 
as  ready,  price  $1.50,  paper;  the  Annual  American  and 
English  Catalogues,  1894,  can  be  had  in  one  volume,  half 
leather,  $5.00. 

Early  orders  for  both  Catalogues  are  solicited.    . 

( 

THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
P.  O.  Box  943.  28  ELM  STREET,  NEW  YORK, 
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THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO., 

5  and  7  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York, 

nAKE  a  specialty  of  supplying  public,  private,  and  school  LIBRARIES,  for  which 
they  have  exceptional  facilities  through  their  connection  with  many  of  the  largest  houses 
as  special  agents,  and  by  carrying  the  stock  of  all  American  Publishers. 

They  are  pleased  to  give  estimates  at  lowest  rates  on  lists  of  proposed  purchases,  and 
solicit  correspondence  with  Librarians  and  other  bookbuyers. 

This  house  is  characterized    by  its  Promptness,    Carefulness,    and    Low 
Prices. 

There  will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  application  a  topically  arranged  General  Library  List 
selected  from  the  books  of  all  publishers. 


Telegraphic  Address : 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON. 


H.  5OTHERAN  &  CO., 


Code  in  Uie : 

UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816.  

A  Monthly  Catalogue  of  Second-Hand  Books.    Specimen  Number  post  free. 


14O  Strand,  W.  C.,  and  37  Piccadilly,  W. :  London. 

KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO., 

IvIMITED, 

PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRARY  AGENTS, 

Having  extensive  experience  In  supplying  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  MUSEUMS,  GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS,  etc.,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Miscellaneous  Requisites,  Books  (New  and 
Second-hand),  or  Periodicals  in  all  Languages,  offer  their  Services  to  LIBRARIANS,  SECRE- 
TARIES, AND  OTHERS.  Careful  attention  given  to  every  detail.  Exceptional  Facilities  for 
obtaining  Foreign  and  Scarce  Books.  BINDING  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  UNDERTAKEN.  Periodicals 
and  Newspapers  Promptly  Supplied  as  issued.  Books  Shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  World  at  Lowest 
Rates.  

TERMS  ON  APPLICATION,  ALSO  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES,  HANDBOOKS,  ETO. 


INDEXING: 

A   Manual   for   Librarians,    Authors,  and 

Publishers. 
By  J.  BEN  NICHOLS. 


16  pp.,  1,21110,  Paper,  25  Cents. 

An  elaborate  and  thorough  treatise  on  the  sub- 
ject —  in  fact,  it  is  the  most  complete  and  com- 
prehensive manual  on  indexing  ever  published. 
It  will  prove  invaluable  to  the  novice  and  sug- 
gestive even  to  the  more  experienced. 

Address  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

28  Elm  Street,  N.  Y. 


The  Reference  Catalogue 

Of  Current  (English)  Literature. 


1  VOt».,    HAIiB*    BOUND,  NET,  93.6O. 
(Subject  to  raist  in  jrice.) 


The  new  edition  of  the  above  (the  English 
publishers'  trade  list)  for  1894  is  larger  and  more 
complete  than  any  former  issue  The  Index, 
also,  is  much  more  copious,  containing  about 
90,000  entries.  Orders  for  the  United  States 
will  be  supplied  by 

The  Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
28  Elm  Street  (Temporary  Office, 

54  Duane  Street),  New  York. 
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GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  for  Colleges  &  Libraries 

810    BROADWAY,    NEW    YORK, 

(TWO  DOORS  ABOVE  GRACE  CHURCH) 

begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 
clerks  at  London,  Paris  and  Leipzig.  He  has  open  amounts 
with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His  experience  enables  him  to  give  information  at  once  about 
rave  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany^  and 
can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


SF»EOIAI»  REFERENCES, 

"Mr.  Stechert  has  for  years  furnished  this  Library  with  most  of  its  periodicals  and  European  books,  and  has  bought  for  us 
many  thousand  volumes.  Mr.  Stechert's  success  is  due  to  his  constant  personal  attention  to  the  business,  and  the  reasonabla 
terms  he  is  able  to  offer.  I  consider  a  New  York  agent  far  preferable  to  reliance  on  foreign  agents  alone." 

GEO.  H.  BAKER,  Librariajt  of  Columbia  College,  New  York. 


"  Seven  years  agO;  In  reorganizing  the  Columbia  College  library,  I  spent  much  time  in  trying  to  discover  how  to  get  out 
foreign  books  and  periodicals  with  the  least  delay,  trouble  and  expense.  The  result  of  the  comparison  of  three  methods,  viz : 
ordering  direct  from  foreign  dealers,  ordering  through  one  agent  in  London,  or  ordering  through  one  agent  in  New  York  showed 
us  that  it  was  to  our  advantage  to  give  Mr.  Stechert  all  our  foreign  orders,  as  he  delivered  in  the  library  in  a  single  package 
and  with  a  single  bill  at  as  low  cost  as  we  were  able  with  vastly  greater  trouble,  to  get  a  half  dozen  different  packages  in  differ- 
ent bills  from  different  places.  In  reorganizing  the  New  York  State  Library,  I  opened  the  whole  question  anew,  and  the  result 
of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr.  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders." 

MELVIL  DEWEY,  Director  of  N.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


"  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  New  York  has  served  us  with  fidelity  in  procuring  English,  French  and  German  books,  both  new 
and  second  hand  and  also  periodicals.  His  terms  are  more  reasonable  than  any  others  that  have  come  to  our  notice,  while  he 
has  always  guarded  our  interests  very  carefully.  We  find  it  a  great  convenience  to  have  one  agency  in  New  York,  represented 
by  branches  in  different  European  countries." 

Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  of  Adalbert  College,  Cleveland,  O. 


"  Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
seem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  things  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you." 

ERNEST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  tf  College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  N.J. 

**Our  library  committee  speaks  In  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.  You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollars,  but  haw 
&OWQ  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you. ' ' 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester^  N.  P. 

OUSTAV    K.    STKCHKRT, 

LOMBON.        PARIS.        LEIPZIG.        NEW  YORK. 
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THE  finest  piece  of  co-operation  in  library 
history  is  that  which  has  been  announced  within 
the  month  in  the  proposed  consolidation  of  the 
library  foundations  of  New  York  City.  The 
Astor  Library,  the  Lenox  Library  and  the  Tilden 
Trust  were  each  sufficient,  in  almost  any  other 
city  than  metropolitan  New  York,  to  provide 
adequately  for  a  great  library.and.it  is  most 
creditable  to  the  recent  administration  of  the 
Lenox  Library  that  this,  as  well  as  the  Astor 
Library,  has,  within  its  limitations,  been  put 
freely  at  the  service  of  the  public.  But  no  one 
of  these  individually,  with  those  limiting  con- 
ditions, could  be  adequate  in  New  York,  while 
the  consolidation  of  all  into  the  "New  York 
Public  Library,  Astor,  Lenox  and  Tilden  Foun- 
dations," as  it  is  ingeniously  proposed  to  call 
the  new  institution,  brings  everything  together 
into  a  happy  whole.  New  York  will  now  fairly 
rival  Boston  and  Chicago  as  a  library  city,  and 
we  may  fairly  expect  that  Brooklyn  will  take 
the  hint  and  begin'  a  like  consolidation  of  its 
library  enterprises.  Such  a  movement  has,  in- 
deed, been  considered  in  Brooklyn,  and  one 
seems  also  under  way  in  Philadelphia,  where 
the  consolidation  of  the  Pepper  Free  Library 
with  the  libraries  of  the  board  of  education  has 
led  to  definite  plans  for  a  general  consolida- 
tion of  libraries,  so  that  the  spirit  of  co-op- 
eration for  which  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation has  stood,  through  so  many  years,  is 
now  bearing  most  noble  fruit.  With  the  sev- 
eral libraries  of  the  New  York  Free  Circu- 
lating Library  as  branches,  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  conceive  of  a  finer  system  than  this 
new  plan  for  New  York  outlines,  and  the 
greatest  credit  that  is  possible  within  words 
should  be  given  to  the  trustees  of  the  several 
bodies,  who  have  voted  to  combine  the  Individ- 
ualities of  their  several  Institutions  tothis'grand 
consummation. 


ANOTHER  example  of  proposed  co-operation 
on  a  large  scale  Is  outlined  in  the  report  of  the 
Harvard  University  committee  on  the  index- 


ing of  scientific  books,  and  the  correspondence 
from  the  Royal  Society,  already  given  in 
Science,  which  we  reprint  elsewhere.  There  is 
nothing  more  wasteful  in  the  whole  range  of 
duplication  than  incomplete  and  inadequate 
indexing,  where  practically  complete  and  ade- 
quate work  is  possible.  The  Royal  Society, 
which  is  officially  and  in  practice  the  leading 
organization  of  the  scientific  world,  renders  a 
great  service  to  science  and  to  bibliography  in 
initiating  this  undertaking,  and  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  appeal  to  American  librarians  on 
their  side  to  do  everything  possible  to  promote 
the  success  of  this  admirable  plan.  We  heartily 
second  the  appeal  to  publishers  to  do  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  make  the  enterprise  pos- 
sible. 


IT  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  new  Gov- 
ernment Publications  law  distributes  to  members 
of  Congress  a  large  stock  of  Government  publi- 
cations hitherto  uselessly  on  storage.  These,  it 
is  understood,  will  not  come  under  the  charge  of 
the  new  superintendent  of  documents,  and  there- 
fore librarians  should  be  on  the  alert  to  make  sure 
that  through  their  senators  or  representatives 
they  get  such  documents  as  may  be  of  service 
to  them.  If  this  stock,  as  it  reaches  the  bands 
of  congressmen,  is  not  promptly  called  for  by 
those  who  are  likely  to  use  it,  it  will  doubtless 
find  its  way  to  the  usual  tomb  of  Government 
publications  —  the  second-hand  dealer  or  the 
junkshop  —  and  it  is  better  that  librarians,  there- 
fore, should  ask  for  everything  that  they  might 
possibly  want,  in  the  hope  of  getting  what  they 
do  want  and  exchanging  the  remainder,  than  it 
is  to  take  the  chance  of  losing  publications 
which  will  be  of  great  value  in  the  right  place 
and  of  no  earthly  value  in  the  wrong  place. 


WHILE  it  is  not  improper  that  books  in  a  state 
library  should  be  to  a  certain  extent  at  the  ser- 
vice of  the  citizens  of  the  capital  city,  and  that 
a  state  library  should  thus  become  in  a  measure 
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a  local  circulating  library,  this  policy  is  only 
possible  under  wise  limitations,  and  it  seems  to  be 
the  general  opinion,  within  and  without  the  New 
York  State  Library,  that  the  circulating  feature 
of  that  library,  under  its  present  liberal  admin- 
istration, has  cramped  too  much  its  value  as  a 
reference  collection.  Both  the  library  profes- 
sion and  the  public  have  reason  to  know  that 
under  Mr.  Dewey's  administration  the  most 
liberal  arrangements  possible  are  sure  to  be 
made  in  everything  tending  towards  the  accom- 
modation of  all  kinds  of  readers,  so  that  if  the 
State  Library  determines  to  curtail  the  use  of 
its  books  for  circulation,  it  may  be  taken  for 
granted  that  it  is  right  in  so  doing,  and  that  the 
books  are  refused  for  less  valuable  uses,  not 
that  they  may  stand  idle  on  the  shelves  but  that 
they  may  do  more  important  service  elsewhere. 
It  is  well  known  to  librarians  that  there  is  a 
great  growth  in  the  extent  to  which  books  are 
sent  from  the  State  Library  to  the  over  500  insti- 
tutions in  the  university  and  to  scholars  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  state  who  have  claims  on  the 
collection  in  prosecuting  their  studies.  It  was 
inevitable  that  the  State  Library,  in  doing  this 
very  important  work,  should  find  it  necessary  to 
curtail  somewhat  the  merely  local  and  incidental 
use  of  books.  This  curtailment,  however,  has 
been  greatly  exaggerated  by  the  newspapers,  as 
it  really  amounts  to  little  beyond  refusing  to 
supply  citizens  of  Albany  with  current  novels 
for  their  recreation. 


THE  announcement  that  the  trustees  of  the 
John  Crerar  Library  have  determined  to  estab- 
lish a  scientific  reference  library  is  of  very  gen- 
eral interest.  The  decision  has  come  as  some- 
thing of  a  surprise,  for  though  it  was  understood 
that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  enter  the 
"general"  field,  so  fully  occupied  by  the  Chi- 
cago Public  Library,  it  was  believed  that  the  di- 
rectors were  inclined  towards  Americana  or 
religion  as  the  specialty  of  the  library.  The 
choice  of  science  is  an  admirable  one,  covering, 
as  it  does,  a  field  that  it  is  practically  impossible 
for  most  libraries  to  occupy  even  partially,  and 
that  is  of  the  utmost  use  and  value  to  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  public.  Whether  the  develop- 
ment of  the  library  on  these  lines  is  entirely  in 
accord  with  the  intention  of  its  founder  is  another 
matter;  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Crerar,  who  in 
his  will  forbade  the  inclusion  of "  French  novels 
and  all  skeptical  trash  "  in  his  library,  would 
have  included  in  the  latter  category  many  books 


that  will  find  rightful  place  in  the  Crerar  Library 
of  Science.  But  it  is  an  excellent  thing  that  the 
trustees  have  given  so  broad  and  wise  a  con- 
struction to  the  terms  of  a  will  that  might  have 
been  interpreted  in  a  far  narrower  spirit.  They 
have  shown  a  real  appreciation  of  their  respon- 
sibility and  a  desire  to  use  the  trust  committed 
to  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  afford  "  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number."  Their  declared 
intention  is  to  take  the  term  science  in  its  most 
catholic  sense,  including  not  only  abstract  and 
technical  science,  but  the  science  of  sociology,  of 
architecture,  of  astronomy,  of  art  and  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  the  science  of  electricity,  en- 
gineering and  mechanics.  A  library  planned  on 
these  lines,  rightly  developed,  freely  and  broad- 
ly administered,  would  be  a  boon  not  only  to 
the  city  possessing  it,  but  to  scholars,  students, 
and  investigators  throughout  the  country  —  and 
such  a  library  it  is  within  the  power  of  the 
Crerar  trustees  to  establish. 


THERE  has  been  a  most  gratifying  develop- 
ment along  the  lines  of  library  progress  since 
the  new  year.  Vermont  has  now  a  state  library 
commission  and  a  state  association,  both  of 
which  are  doing  effective  work,  Wisconsin  is 
about  to  join  the  ranks  of  states  possessing  li- 
brary commissions,  in  Ohio  a  state  library  asso- 
ciation has  just  been  formed,  with  a  large  mem- 
bership and  larger  supply  of  enthusiasm,  and  a 
bill  is  pending  in  the  Pennsylvania  legislature 
providing  for  the  establishment  of  libraries  in 
every  school  district  of  the  state.  Each  of  these 
movements  has  been  the  direct  result  of  active 
and  persevering  effort  on  the  part  of  A.  L.  A. 
workers,  and  two  of  them,  at  least,  had  their  in- 
ception at  the  Lake  Placid  Conference.  It  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  this  rate  of  progress  will 
be  continued  during  the  year  —  that  were  too 
millennial  a  prospect;  but  there  is  certainly  a 
most  hopeful  promise  for  the  future,  and  it  does 
not  seem  unduly  optimistic  to  look  forward  to 
the  time  when  each  state  shall  have  its  library 
laws,  its  library  commission,  its  state  association 
and  its  local  library  societies.  Indeed,  in  this 
movement  every  state  that  joins  the  library 
ranks  may  be  counted  twice,  once  for  itself  and 
once  for  its  example  —  for  state  pride  is  almost 
as  vital  a  point  as  civic  pride,  and  the  argument 
that  a  state  is  behind  its  sister  states  in  progres- 
siveness,  and  especially  in  educational  matters, 
is  one  of  the  most  powerful  levers  of  public 
sentiment. 
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SOME    LIBRARIES    OF    THE    NORTHWEST. 
BY  R.  R.  BOWKER. 


How  large  a  country  and  how  great  a  nation  | 
we  have  in  these  United  States  of  America  is  the 
subject  of  vast  spread-eagle  oratory.  Perhaps  it 
is  more  accurate  to  say  was  the  subject  of  the 
large-voiced  orator,  since  both  he  and  his  sub- 
ject have  given  way  in  later  years  to  the  careful 
student  who  is,  perhaps,  Inclined  to  emphasize 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  national  vastness, 
rather  than  to  glory  indiscriminately  and  pro- 
miscuously in  that  characteristic  feature  of  our 
national  being.  The  orator  stayed  at  home  and 
talked;  the  student  travels  and  observes  and  re- 
ports. But  when  a  hundred  such  students  and 
observers  and  reporters  crossed  the  continent  in 
1891  to  visit  their  library  brethren  on  the  West- 
ern coast,  their  journey  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  opened  their  eyes  and  their  minds  to  a 
serious  sense  of  the  largeness  and  greatness,  in 
the  true  sense,  of  the  national  life,  in  the  best 
features  of  which  they  were  becoming  so  im- 
portant a  part.  It  was  a  comfortable  surprise 
to  Eastern  librarians  to  find  how  important  and 
how  educational  a  part  in  national  progress 
was  taken  by  the  librarians  of  the  Pacific 
coast,  whether  in  the  great  libraries  of  San 
Francisco,  the  original  and  pioneer  work  at  Los 
Angeles,  or  the  modest,  but  intelligent  endeav- 
ors of  the  smaller  libraries  in  the  still  younger 
communities  scattered  through  the  state  of  Cali- 
fornia. But  this  visit  included  only  California 
itself,  and  except  that  the  ubiquitous  and  indus- 
trious Mr.  Fletcher  found  time  to  make  a  work- 
ing missionary  visit  as  far  north  as  Seattle,  little 
has  been  known  by  librarians  in  the  East  of  the 
library  development  of  the  Northwest. 

The  finest  separate  library  building  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast  is  the  home  of  the  Library  Association 
of  Portland,  Oregon.  The  site  is  at  the  corner  of 
Seventh  and  Stark  streets,  a  third  of  a  mile  back 
from  the  Willamette  River  front,  just  beyond 
the  high-water  mark  of  the  flood  of  June,  1894, 
on  the  river  plain,  above  which  rise  the  pictur- 
esque heights  of  this  venerable  city  of  the  Pacific 
coast  —  already  a  half  century  old !  It  is  a  noble 
building,  in  Romanesque  design,  of  simple  and 
effective  lines,  occupying  a  frontage  of  144  feet 
on  Stark  street,  its  base  of  Nelson  Island  granite 
with  upper  walls  of  light-colored  sandstone,  sur- 
mounted at  a  height  of  50  feet  with  a  tile  roof. 
In  design,  the  facade  has  some  resemblance  to 
the  new  Boston  Public  Library  building.  The 


main  entrance  is  through  a  three-door  vestibule, 
which  leads  up  by  a  few  steps  to  the  main  corri- 
dor, through  which  one  reaches  the  main  book- 
room,  handsomely  furnished,  with  stacks  effec- 
tively arranged  on  either  side,  and  having  the 
librarian's  quarters  at  one  end  and  the  ladies' 
room  at  the  other.  This  door  also  contains 
newspaper  and  magazine  rooms  and  a  chess- 
room.  In  the  basement  are  accommodations 
for  receiving  and  handling  books.  On  the  second 
floor  is  a  large  memorial  hall,  which  is  to  be 
the  home  of  the  Portland  Art  Museum,  with  lec- 
ture-room, reference-room  and  directors'  room. 
The  memorial  hall  is  dedicated  to  the  memory 
of  Miss  Ella  M.  Smith,  from  whose  bequest  the 
edifice  was  built.  She  left  for  this  purpose  real 
estate  appraised  at  the  time  the  building  was 
commenced,  in  1890, "at  from  $130,000  to  $140,- 
ooo,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  this  property, 
borrowing  upon  its  security  such  money  as 
might  be  required  as  the  building  progressed. 
This  plan  proved  a  profitable  one  until  the 
crisis  of  1893,  when  values  and  rentals  fell  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  cause  some  embarrassment 
to  the  Library  Association;  but  the  property  is 
still  valued  as  high  as  $127,000,  and  the  library 
has  surmounted  its  difficulties  fairly  well.  The 
new  building  was  finished  in  1893,  and  the 
books  were  removed,  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
20,000,  in  June,  1893,  in  seven  working  days. 
The  stack-room  contains  present  accommoda- 
tions for  about  30,000  volumes,  and  provision 
can  ultimately  be  made  for  120,000  volumes. 

The  Association  was  started  as  a  subscription 
library  in  1864,  and  it  was  not  until  1894  that  the 
dues  were  reduced  from  $9  to  $5  a  year.  It  had, 
at  the  last  report,  101  perpetual  memberships, 
214  half-yearly,  310  monthly,  and  36  honorary 
members.  The  library  had  not  been  opened 
Sundays,  but  the  directors  agreed  to  provide  for 
Sunday  opening  if  100  persons  would  become 
annual  members  who  had  never  been  members 
of  the  Library  Association  and  whose  wish  was 
that  the  library  should  be  open  Sunday. 

It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  this  most  important 
library  of  the  Northwest  is  under  the  charge  of 
an  active  member  of  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation and  a  graduate  of  the  library  school  of 
Pratt  Institute,  and  it  is  also  gratifying  to  re- 
cord that  Mr.  Daniel  F.  W.Bursch,  who,  id  1893, 
succeeded  Mr,  Henry  A.  Oxen  as  librarian  of 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


[March,  '95 


the  Library  Association,  is  heartily  desirous  of 
making  his  library  a  centre  of  such  work  and 
inspiration  as  the  American  Library  Association 
and  the  several  library  schools  promote.  On  re- 
ceiving his  appointment,  Mr.  Bursch  wisely 
made  a  tour  of  the  foremost  libraries  of  the  East, 
and  consulted  librarians  in  the  leading  cities, 
with  the  purpose  of  adding  to  his  own  knowl- 
edge and  experience  the  best  he  could  glean 
from  others;  thus  he  reached  Portland  equipped 
with  the  best  information  from  New  York, 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  Albany,  Buffalo,  Chicago, 
Denver,  and  other  centres.  In  his  first  report 
(the  30th  annual  report  of  the  Association)  he 
makes  pleasant  mention  in  especial  of  the  cour- 
tesies extended  to  him  by  Miss  Cutler  at  Albany, 
and  Mr.  Carr  at  Scranton.  With  the  beginning 
of  1894  Mr.  Bursch  started  a  four-page  bulletin 
called  Our  Library,  which  has  proved  a  valuable 
record  of  the  work  of  the  library  and  of  the  Uni- 
versity Extension  lectures  carried  on  in  connec- 
tion with  it. 

The  State  Library  of  Oregon  is  in  the  Capitol 
at  Salem,  also  situated  in  the  plain  of  the 
Willamette  River,  and  named,  like  its  sister 
city,  from  one  of  the  old  cities  of  the  Atlantic 
coast.  Salem,  Oregon,  unlike  its  ancient  pro- 
totype of  Massachusetts,  is  laid  out  on  broad 
lines,  the  narrowest  of  its  streets  being  99  feet 
wide.  In  its  centre  is  a  considerable  park  which 
contains  the  State  Capitol,  of  an  order  of  archi- 
tecture which  we  have  come  to  associate  with 
Capitol  buildings,  with  its  two  wings  and  crown- 
ing dome.  The  library  occupies  one  wing  on 
the  upper  floor,  and  is  under  care  of  Mr.  J.  B. 
Putnam,  who,  though  he  has  never  come  into 
relations  with  the  library  spirit,  is  desirous  of 
making  his  library  something  more  than  a  mere 
collection  of  law-books,  as  it  is  now.  So  far, 
there  is,  in  fact,  scarce  anything  but  law-books 
in  the  library,  three  or  four  volumes  referring 
to  the  history  of  the  state  being  the  exception 
to  the  rule.  The  library  at  Portland  some  time 
since  announced  its  intention  of  providing  for  as 
full  a  collection  as  could  be  made  of  publications 
of  and  relating  to  Oregon,  and  this  function  of 
state  record  which  belongs  properly  to  a  state 
library  is  not  unappreciated  by  Mr.  Putnam, 
who  hopes  to  become  a  friendly  rival  of  Mr. 
Bursch  in  collecting  the  materials  for  the  history 
of  this  young  state  before  the  lapse  of  time  has 
made  it  too  late  to  make  such  a  collection  ade- 
quately. 

In  'the  new  state  of  Washington  the  State 


Library  is  to  be  found  at  Olympia,  picturesquely 
situated  on  rising  ground  at  the  head  or  south 
end  of  Puget  Sound.  The  old  white  barn,  for- 
merly the  Capitol,  was  deserted  some  years  ago, 
and  work  upon  the  fine  new  Capitol,  which  is  to 
look  down  from  its  heights  over  the  waters  of 
the  sound,  is  but  just  commenced.  Meanwhile 
the  state  departments  have  taken  refuge  in 
business  blocks,  in  one  of  which  the  State  Li- 
brary, under  the  care  of  Mr.  F.  T.  Gilbert,  has 
fairly  good  quarters.  Like  its  sister  library  in 
the  adjoining  state,  this  is  largely  a  library  of 
law-books,  but  it  has  also  a  miscellaneous  de- 
partment, for  which  a  considerable  appropria- 
tion has  been  made,  and  some  attention  has 
already  been  given  to  the  collection  of  the  lit- 
erature of  and  relating  to  the  state.  Mr.  Gilbert, 
although  like  Mr.  Putnam,  sequestered  from 
association  with  other  librarians,  is  heartily 
desirous  of  making  the  State  Library  all  that  it 
should  be,  and  any  Eastern  librarians  who  find 
their  way  to  the  Pacific  coast  will  find  here,  as- 
everywhere,  cordial  welcome  and  a  hearty  de- 
sire to  take  advantage  of  their  presence  to  learn 
of  any  new  points  in  library  progress. 

The  City  Library  of  Tacoma  is  now  housed 
in  the  newly  completed  City  Hall,  whose  tall, 
square  tcwer  is  one  of  the  picturesque  land- 
marks of  this  interesting  city,  crowning  the 
precipitous  bluff  which  overlooks  the  harbor. 
The  library  had  been  started  in  1886  by  Mrs. 
Grace  R.  Moore,  with  the  help  of  Mr.  Walter 
J.  Thompson  and  others,  and  had  occupied 
small  rooms  in  a  business  block.  In  1892,  in 
which  year  the  present  librarian  was  appointed, 
the  city  granted  a  monthly  appropriation  of  $250, 
and  on  the  completion  of  the  City  Hall,  in  May, 
1893,  assigned  to  it  the  free  use  of  one-half  the 
upper  story.  In  January,  1894,  the  city  took 
over  the  property  and  control  from  the  former 
Library  Association.  It  is  now  under  the  charge 
of  a  library  committee  of  the  City  Council,  of 
which  Mr.  John  Hartman  is  chairman,  with  an 
advisory  committee  consisting  of  representatives 
of  the  Commercial  Club,  the  Trades  Council 
(labor  organizations)  and  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  Mrs.  Grace  R.  Moore,  the  originator 
of  the  library.  Provision  is  made  against  po- 
litical change  by  fixing  the  librarian's  term 
at  five  years  and  by  giving  him  the  appointment 
of  the  assistants.  The  main  library  is  a  large 
room  with  open  shelves  around  it,  giving  free 
access  to  all  books,  adjoining  which  on  one 
side  is  the  librarian's  and  cataloging  room  and 
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the  ladies  reading-room,  and  on  the  other  a  news- 
paper-room, in  which  newspapers  are  arranged 
geographically  from  West  to  East. 

Mr.  W:  Curtis  Taylor,  the  librarian,  who  is 
assisted  by  Miss  Amy  Hall,  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  librarians  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and 
despite  the  fact  that  he  has  had  little  opportu- 
nity of  communication  with  his  fellow-members 
of  the  profession,  has  shown  great  enterprise 
and  originality  in  his  development  of  the  library. 
Mr.  Taylor  is  rightly  proud  of  the  fact  that  out 
of  a  stock  of  2000  circulating  books  his  loans  in  a 
single  year  have  reached  28,000,  a  ratio  of  14  to 
one.  Mr.  Taylor  believes  heartily  in  the  fullest 
and  freest  relation  with  the  public,  the  schools, 
labor  organizations,  literary  clubs,  and  the 
young  people,  and,  as  he  says,  makes  the  public 
itself,  as  far  as  possible,  a  "  committee  of  the 
whole"  on  the  selection  of  books.  On  the 
shelves  Mr.  Taylor  has  an  ingenious  book- 
dummy  of  his  own  contrivance,  on  the  back  of 
which  is  a  placard : ' '  Books  are  plainly  numbered 
or  lettered.  Please  put:  them  back  exactly  in 
their  places,"  and  about  the  room  are  placards 
in  large  type  containing  an  extract  from  his  li- 
brarian's report  of  1894:  "  An  application  to 
the  librarian  will  generally  bring  out  from  the 
heart  of  our  books  somewhat  more  than  appears 
on  their  face.  NEVER  HESITATE  TO  ASK  QUES- 
TIONS —  it  keeps  us  posted  on  our  stock;  and  we 
like  that." 

The  library  under  the  city  ordinance  receives 
five  per  cent,  of  the  revenue  from  fines  and 
licenses;  but  this  is  inadequate,  and  the  legis- 
lature has  been  asked  to  permit  a  one  mill  tax 
on  city  valuation.  Meantime,  the  library  has 
been  helped  out  somewhat  by  receptions  and 
devices  of  that  sort.  During  the  past  winter 
there  has  been  given  a  series  of  lectures  in 
the  library  rooms,  covering  a  wide  range  in 
literature,  history,  economics,  etc.,  for  which  the 
admission  fee  was,  "adults,  25  cents,  or  a  book; 
children,  10  cents,  or  a  book."  Among  the  sub- 
jects were  the  history  of  the  Northwest,  the 
Indians,  profit-sharing,  etc.  Mr.  Taylor  takes 
every  possible  opportunity  to  make  the  library 
known  to  his  constituency,  and  issued  in  Sep- 
tember, 1894,  a  tasteful  and  interesting  descrip- 
tion of  the  library  and  its  work,  including  a 
conversational  statement  of  the  decimal  classifi- 
cation, from  which  pamphlet  the  illustrations 
of  the  library  are  taken.  Mr.  Taylor  has  in- 
vented a  number  of  practical  devices,  among 
which  an  ingenious  newspaper-clip  should  be 
noted.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  began  li- 


brary life  as  a  boy  in  the  Apprentices'  Library, 
Philadelphia,  years  ago. 

In  one  of  the  suburban  extensions  of  Tacoma 
is  a  charming  small  library  building,  erected 
by  a  well-known  real-estate  investor,  as  one  of 
the  central  features  of  his  real  estate  improve- 
ment plans.  Since  the  "boom"  collapsed, 
these  suburbs  of  Tacoma,  which  were  planned 
on  a  gigantic  scale,  have  for  the  time  being 
been  of  less  importance,  but  with  the  normal 
growth  of  the  city  they  will  again  become  im- 
portant centres  of  development,  and  this  suburb 
will  have  all  the  better  chance  of  success  be- 
cause of  the  wise  forethought  of  its  founder  in 
providing  the  attractive  feature  of  a  library. 

The  sister  and  rival  city  of  Seattle,  terraced 
with  its  nestling  lakes  on  the  rise  of  ground  on 
the  east  shore  of  Puget  Sound,  20  miles  to  the 
north,  organized  a  City  Library  in  1890,  when 
the  present  charter  was  obtained,  and  made  the 
library  a  regular  part  of  the  city  organization. 
In  June  of  1894  it  was  removed  to  its  present 
home,  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  Collins  office 
building,  on  the  main  street,  where  it  has  at- 
tractive and  convenient  quarters.  The  elevator 
gives  entrance  to  a  large  reception-room,  con- 
taining catalog-tables,  delivery-desk,  and  cases 
for  new  books  and  magazines.  The  stack- 
room  contains  now  about  12,000  books,  and  the 
yearly  issues  run  somewhat  above  100,000  to 
nearly  7000  cardholders.  Next  to  the  stack- 
room  are  the  librarian's  office  and  the  trustees' 
room.  There  is  a  fine  reading-room,  well 
lighted,  with  accommodations  for  nearly  100 
readers,  and  a  separate  reference-room,  with 
tables,  writing-desks,  etc.,  for  about  30.  The 
most  distinctive  feature  of  the  library  is  the 
ladies'  reading-room,  about  34  x  16,  carpeted 
and  furnished  as  beautifully  as  the  drawing- 
room  of  a  private  house  ;  this  is  maintained 
by  the  help  of  a  ladies'  society,  which  has 
special  charge  of  this  room  and  provides  a 
special  fund  for  pictures  and  books  on  art, 
which  are  displayed  in  it.  The  library  is  sup- 
ported by  the  receipt  of  10  per  cent,  of  the 
city  licenses  and  fines,  amounting  last  year  to 
$14,000.  The  removal  and  furnishing  of  the 
new  rooms  left  a  debt  of  about  $1000,  which  was 
paid  off  promptly  through  a  subscription  opened 
by  one  of  the  local  dailies.  Mr.  J:  D.  Atkin- 
son is  the  librarian,  and  Miss  E.  N.  Henry  is  his 
capable  and  enterprising  chief  assistant,  and  the 
library  is,  perhaps,  the  best  manned  —  or 
womaned  —  of  any  of  its  size  on  the  coast. 
The  whole  appearance  of  the  library  is  attrac- 
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lively  comfortable,  and  it  seems  one  of  the 
active  centres  of  city  life.  Mr.  Fletcher,  in  1891, 
started  a  card  catalog  for  the  library,  and  a  first 
printed  catalog  was  issued  in  September,  1893. 

A  librarian  who  voyages  as  far  north  as 
Alaska  will  be  glad  to  find  in  Sitka  the  begin- 
ning of  a  library,  although  it  is  not  yet  more 
than  a  beginning.  In  that  curious  little  town, 
with  its  Russian  block  bouses,  its  Greek  church, 
its  huddles  of  Indian  dwellings,  are  the  exten- 
sive buildings  of  the  Presbyterian  Mission,  one 
of  which  is  a  museum,  in  which  the  antiquities 
and  curiosities  of  Alaska  are  gathered,  and  in 
connection  with  which  is,  or  is  supposed  to 
be,  the  Sheldon  Jackson  Library,  although  this 
nucleus  of  the  future  public  library  of  the  cap- 
ital of  Alaska  is  not  easily  to  be  found  in  the 
short  stay  of  the  ordinary  tourist.  This  is  also 


the  headquarters  of  the  Alaska  Historical  Asso- 
ciation, which  has  already  printed  one  or  two 
pamphlets  on  Alaskan  history  and  geography, 
and  the  fact  that  the  museum,  library,  and  his- 
torical society  have  at  least  made  a  start  is  good 
promise  for  the  future. 

As  yet  there  are  no  library  associations  in 
the  Northwest,  but  there  has  recently  been 
some  consultation  with  a  view  to  organizing 
library  clubs,  one  for  Tacoma  and  Seattle,  the 
other  for  Portland  and  the  near  cities,  and  com- 
bining these  into  a  Library  Association  of  the 
Northwest.  This  will  do  much  to  develop  the 
library  spirit  and  library  progress  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  one  of 
these  days  the  librarians  of  the  Northwest  may 
be  the  hosts  of  a  conference  of  the  American 
Library  Association. 


THE  COLLATING  OF  LIBRARY  BOOKS. 
BY    W:    I.    FLKTCHKR,    Librarian    Amherst    College. 


PERHAPS  there  was  never  a  more  conspicuous 
example  of  the  failure  of  the  principle  "  In  the 
multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  safety,"  than 
was  furnished  by  the  vote  of  "  nearly  unani- 
mous" agreement  at  the  Chicago  Conference 
(LlB.  j.  18 :  C88)  that  "  It  does  not  pay  to  collate 
all  new  books."  Of  course  it  does  not.  But  the 
mischief  of  such  a  statement  is  that  it  will  not  be 
rightly  understood.  Does  it  mean  that  there  are 
exceptions  to  the  rule  of  collating  all  books  ?  If 
so,  I  agree.  But  if  it  means  (as  it  will  often  be 
understood)  that  only  certain  kinds  of  books, 
rare  or  expensive  ones  for  example,  should  be 
collated,  then  I  disagree,  and  lament  that  such 
a  principle  should  seem  to  be  accepted  by  the 
assembled  librarians. 

It  is  essential  that  all  accessions  should  be 
collated,  except  in  cases  where  there  can  be  no 
redress  if  imperfections  are  found,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  books  are  of  a  character  which 
makes  it  not  worth  while  for  imperfections  to  be 
noted  in  the  accession  or  other  catalog.  This 
double  requirement  for  exceptions  makes  the 
rule  of  collating  almost  universal.  It  has  al- 
ways been  so  in  libraries  under  my  direction, 
and  I  can  recall  without  reference  to  any  list  or 
memorandum,  the  following  important  books 
which  at  one  time  or  another  I  have  returned 
for  the  lack,  in  each  case,  of  one  whole  signa- 
ture, securing  good  copies  in  exchange:  Lippin- 


cott's  Gazetteer,  Smith's  "  Dictionary  of  Greek 
and  Roman  antiquities,"  new  ed. ;  Ruskin's 
Works,  author's  edition  (one  volume  lacked  the 
first  signature),  Lockyer's  "  Dawn  of  astronomy," 
Larned's  "  History  for  ready  reference."  Be- 
sides these  more  important  books,  multitudes  of 
less  consequence  have  been  rejected.  Beyond  the 
mere  advantage  of  securing  good  copies  in  the 
place  of  imperfect  ones  (and  it  has  certainly  paid 
us  in  this  respect  alone),  I  prize  the  moral  effect 
upon  booksellers  and  publishers  of  having  de- 
fective copies  returned.  It  happened  that  on 
having  the  first  lot  of  books  received  here  after 
I  took  charge  collated,  one  was  found  imper- 
fect and  sent  back.  Not  long  after,  my  assistant 
was  in  the  store  where  the  books  were  purchased, 
and  the  dealer  said  to  him,  "  He  caught  me  up 
on  the  first  lot ! "  The  number  of  imperfectly 
folded ,  wrongly  gathered,  and  otherwise  defective 
copies  of  new  books,  issued  by  nearly  all  pub- 
lishers, surpasses  the  belief  of  one  familiar  with 
the  precautions  taken  in  good  book  offices.  A 
steady  undertow  of  such  copies,  setting  back  to 
the  offices  from  the  libraries,  may  do  much  to 
increase  the  care  taken,  and  so  protect  not  only 
the  libraries,  but  the  great  mass  of  private  buy- 
ers, who  never  think  of  collating  their  purchases, 
thus  fulfilling  a  part  of  the  proper  mission  of  li- 
braries, in  raising  the  standard  of  excellence  in 
book-making  as  well  as  in  literature. 
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We  also  pursue  with  very  satisfactory  results 
the  policy  of  collating  all  books  returned  after 
binding  or  repair.  Hardly  a  lot  comes  in  from 
which  some  specimen  of  bad  work  (generally  in 
misplacement  of  sections)  is  not  sent  back,  to  be 


a  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  binder.  Book-lovers  are 
always  complaining  of  the  maltreatment  of  books 
by  bookbinders.  What  better  service  can  we 
render  to  the  whole  guild  of  bookish  people  than 
by  insisting  on  correct  and  careful  bibliopegy  ? 


CO-OPERATION  IN  THE  CATALOGING  OF  SCIENTIFIC  LITERATURE. 


AN  important  step  towards  a  co-operative  sys- 
tem of  cataloging  scientific  literature  was  taken 
in  March,  1894,  by  the  Royal  Society  of  London. 
In  that  month  the  Society  sent  to  various  insti- 
tutions of  learning  a  circular  letter,  pointing  out 
the  need  of  more  thorough  indexing  of  scientific 
literature  than  is  accomplished  by  the  "  Cata- 
logue of  scientific  papers  "  in  its  present  form, 
and  suggesting  the  preparation  and  publication  of 
a  catalog  or  index  by  a  central  office  supported  by 
international  contributions,  which  should  be  sup- 
plied with  all  information  necessary  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  catalog  ;  either  by  having  all 
periodicals,  monographs,  etc.,  sent  direct  to 
the  office  to  be  cataloged  there,  or  by  various 
institutions  undertaking  to  send  in  portions  of 
the  catalog  already  prepared,  or  by  both  methods 
combined.  The  object  of  the  communication 
was  to  ascertain  how  far  such  a  scheme  com- 
mended itself  to  scientific  bodies  and  scientific 
men,  and  to  obtain  suggestions  as  to  the  best 
methods  of  carrying  on  the  work. 

In  Harvard  University  a  committee  of  the 
university  council  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
communication  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  a  re- 
port from  the  committee  was  accepted  by  the 
council  in  the  autumn  of  1894.  The  full  text  of 
this  report,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  Royal 
Society, was  contributed  by  Prof.  H.P.Bowditch, 
chairman  of  the  university  committee,  to  Science 
of  Feb.  15.  These  are  reprinted  elsewhere,  and 
deserve  the  careful  attention  of  all  librarians, 
both  from  their  intrinsic  interest  and  from  the 
methods  of  procedure  outlined.  The  recommen- 
dations of  the  university  committee  make 
definite  suggestions  for  the  establishment  of  such 
a  central  bureau,  decide  in  favor  of  a  card  cata- 
log, and  present  a  careful  plan  of  action.  The 
co-operation  of  publishers  is  urged  as  an  essen- 
tial element  of  success,  and  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant suggestions  is  that  requiring  "a  brief 
statement,  not  to  exceed  eight  lines,  to  be  pre- 
pared by  the  author  himself,"  summarizing  the 
subject,  character,  and  aim  of  his  work. 

The  matter  is  of  very  present  importance  to 


librarians  and  should  enlist  their  attention  and 
co-operation.  Mr.  W.  H.  Tillinghast,  of  Harvard 
University  Library,  writes  as  follows  regarding 
the  published  correspondence: 

"  The  letter  of  the  Royal  Society  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Harvard  committee  will  be  full  of 
interest  to  librarians,  though  many  of  them,  I 
fancy,  will  find  in  the  expectations  of  the  Har- 
vard committee  an  undue  optimism  in  regard  to 
the  practical  effect  of  correct  reasoning,  and  will 
think  the  more  chastened  hopes  of  the  Royal 
Society  more  likely  to  be  fulfilled.  The  man- 
agement of  the  Library  Bureau,  who  have  ex- 
perience in  securing  books  for  cataloging  from 
publishers,  could  doubtless  express  a  valu- 
able opinion  upon  the  practicability  of  secur- 
ing from  publishers  and  editors  a  prompt 
and  full  supply  of  printed  titles  annotated  by 
the  authors. 

"  In  the  connection  I  may  note  that  a  discus- 
sion of  a  current  index  of  botanical  literature  is 
contained  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Madison  Botan- 
ical Congress  of  1893;  Madison,  1894,  pp.  45-52. 
With  the  current  card  index  of  botanical  litera- 
ture which  is  now  appearing  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mr.  A.  B.  Seymour,  of  Cambridge, 
readers  of  the  JOURNAL  are  doubtless  familiar." 

Mr.  Herbert  Putnam,  Librarian  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  also  writes:  "I  enclose  here- 
with a  transcript  from  the  issue  of  Science  dated 
February  15,  embodying  certain  correspondence 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  of  peculiar  interest  to 
librarians;  and  upon  which  it  is  peculiarly  ap- 
propriate that  librarians  should  be  heard. 

"  As  appears  from  the  letters,  the  matter  has 
thus  far  progressed  no  further  than  an  inquiry 
on  the  one  hand  met  by  a  suggestion  on  the 
other.  It  is,  therefore,  open  to  discussion  and 
further  suggestion,  both  as  to  general  scope  and 
as  to  detail.  I  trust  that  librarians  will  feel  an 
interest  sufficient  to  Induce  them  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  either  in  the  columns  of  the  JOUR- 
NAL or  by  direct  correspondence  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  university  council  or  the  iecre- 
taries  of  the  Royal  Society." 
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A  CARD  CATALOG  OF  SCIENTIFIC 
LITERATURE. 

Correspondence  reprinted  from  Science^  Feb.  15,  1895. 
Editor  of  Science. 

DEAR  SIR  :  The  efforts  which  students  of  the 
natural  sciences  are  constantly  making  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  more  complete  summaries 
of  the  literature  of  their  various  departments  all 
testify  to  the  existence  of  a  widespread  feeling  of 
dissatisfaction  with  the  existing  methods  of  cata- 
loging scientific  papers  and  reporting  upon  the 
results  of  scientific  research.  That  this  dissatis- 
faction is  felt  by  none  more  keenly  than  by  those 
engaged  in  the  work  is  shown  by  the  appeal 
made  last  spring  by  the  Royal  Society  to  various 
universities  and  learned  societies  for  advice  as 
to  the  feasibility  of  maintaining  by  international 
co-operation  a  complete  catalog  of  current  scien- 
tific literature 

In  adopting  the  recommendations  of  the  com- 
mittee as  printed  below,  the  University  council 
voted  "that  the  secretary  of  the  council  be  in- 
structed to  transmit  to  the  Royal  Society  a  letter 
stating  the  opinion  of  this  council,  that  the  ex- 
pression '  scientific  literature '  as  used  in  the 
above  recommendation  ought  to  receive  a  very 
broad  interpretation." 

Yours  very  truly, 

H.  P.  BOWDITCH. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARIES  OF  THE  ROYAL 
SOCIETY. 

THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY, 

Burlington  House,  March  22,  1894. 

SIR  :  The  Royal  Society  of  London,  as  you 
are  probably  aware,  has  published  nine  quarto 
volumes  of  "  The  catalogue  of  scientific  papers," 
the  first  volume  of  the  decade  1874-83  having 
been  issued  last  year. 

This  catalog  is  limited  to  periodical  scientific 
literature,  *.  e.,  to  papers  published  in  the  trans- 
actions, etc.,  of  societies,  and  in  journals  ;  it 
takes  no  account  whatever  of  monographs  and 
independent  books,  however  important.  The 
titles,  moreover,  are  arranged  solely  according 
to  authors'  names;  and  though  the  Society  has 
long  had  under  consideration  the  preparation  of, 
and  it  is  hoped  may  eventually  issue,  as  a  key 
to  the  volumes  already  published,  a  list  in  which 
the  titles  are  arranged  according  to  subject- 
matter,  the  catalog  is  still  being  prepared  accord- 
ing to  authors'  names.  Further,  though  the 
Society  has  endeavored  to  include  the  titles  of 
all  the  scientific  papers  published  in  periodicals 
of  acknowledged  standing,  the  catalog  is,  even 
as  regards  periodical  literature,  confessedly  in- 
complete, owing  to  the  omission  of  the  titles  of 
papers  published  in  periodicals  of  little  impor- 
tance, or  not  easy  of  access. 

Owing  to  the  great  development  of  scientific 
literature,  the  task  of  the  Society  in  continuing 
the  catalog,  even  In 'its  present  form,  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  difficulty.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
clear  that  the  pj-ogress  of  science  would  be 
greatly  helped  by,  indeed,  almost  demands,  the 
compilation  of  a  catalog  which  should  aim  at 
completeness-,  and  should  contain  the  titles  of 
scientific  publications,  whether  appearing  in 


periodicals  or  independently.  In  such  a  catalog 
the  titles  should  be  arranged  not  only  according 
to  authors'  names,  but  also  according  to  subject- 
matter,  the  text  of  each  paper  and  not  the  title 
only  being  consulted  for  the  latter  purpose. 
And  the  value  of  the  catalog  would  be  greatly 
enhanced  by  a  rapid  periodical  issue,  and  by 
publication  in  such  a  form  that  the  portion  which 
pertains  to  any  particular  branch  of  science  might 
be  obtained  separately. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  such  a  complete  catalog  is  far  be- 
yond the  power  and  means  of  any  single  society. 

Led  by  the  above  considerations,  the  president 
and  council  of  the  Royal  Society  have  appointed 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
feasibility  of  such  a  catalog  being  compiled 
through  international  co-operation. 

The  committee  are  not  as  yet  in  a  position  to 
formulate  any  distinct  plan  by  which  such  inter- 
national co-operation  might  be  brought  about  ; 
but  it  may  be  useful  even  at  the  outset  to  make 
the  following  preliminary  suggestions : 

The  catalog  should  commence  with  papers 
published  on  or  after  January  i,  1900. 

A  central  office  or  bureau  should  be  established 
in  some  place  to  be  hereafter  chosen,  and  should 
be  maintained  by  international  contributions, 
either  directly,  that  is  by  annual  or  other  subsi- 
dies, or  indirectly,  that  is,  by  the  guarantee  to 
purchase  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the  Cata- 
log. 

This  office  should  be  regularly  supplied  with 
all  the  information  necessary  for  the  construction 
of  the  catalog.  This  might  be  done  either  by  all 
periodicals,  monographs,  etc.,  being  sent  direct 
to  the  office  to  be  cataloged  there,  or  by  various 
institutions  undertaking  to  send  in  portions  of 
the  catalog  already  prepared,  or  by  both  methods 
combined. 

At  such  an  office  arrangements  might  be  made 
by  which,  in  addition  to  preparing  the  catalog, 
scientific  data  might  be  tabulated  as  they  came 
to  hand  in  the  papers  supplied. 

The  first  step,  however,  is  to  ascertain  whether 
any  scheme  of  international  co-operation  is  fea- 
sible and  desirable.  The  committee  accordingly 
is  desirious  of  learning  the  views  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  scientific  bodies  and  of  scientific  men. 

We,  therefore,  venture  to  express  the  hope 
that  you  will  be  so  good  as,  at  some  early  oppor- 
tunity, to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Harvard 
University  and  to  make  known  to  us  for  the 
use  of  the  committee,  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
concerning  it. 

Should  the  decision  you  report  be  in  any  way 
favorable  to  the  scheme,  may  we  further  ask 
you  to  communicate  to  us,  for  the  use  of  the 
committee,  any  suggestions  which  you  may 
think  it  desirable  to  make;  as  to  the  best  methods 
of  inaugurating  a  scheme;  as  to  the  constitution 
and  means  of  maintenance  of  the  central  office; 
as  to  the  exact  character  of  the  work  to  be  car- 
ried on  there;  as  to  the  language  or  languages 
in  which  the  catalog  should  be  published,  and 
the  like? 

We  are,  your  obedient  servants, 
(Signed)  M.  FOSTER,  Secretary  R.  S. 

RAYLEIGH,  Secretary  R.  S. 
J.  LISTER,  Foreign  Sec.  R.  S. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY 
COUNCIL  APPOINTED  TO   CONSIDER  THE  COM- 
MUNICATION OF  THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY. 

To  the  University  Council  of  Harvard  University  : 

The  committee  of  the  University  council,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  accompanying  circular 
of  the  Royal  Society,  respectfu'ly  submits  the 
following  report : 

The  committee  finds  itself  fully  in  sympathy 
with  the  desire  of  the  Royal  Society  to  improve 
the  methods  of  cataloging  scientific  literature, 
and  is  distinctly  of  the  opinion  that  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  catalog,  to  be  compiled  through 
international  co-operation,  is  both  desirable  and 
practicable. 

To  determine  in  what  way  this  result  can  be 
best  attained,  it  will  be  well  to  consider  what 
are  the  defects  of  existing  methods,  and  what  are 
the  requirements  which  an  improved  system  may 
be  reasonably  expected  to  fill. 

Bibliographical  catalogs  and  indexes  are  gen- 
erally defective  in  one  or  two  ways.  Either 
they  present  simply  a  list  of  titles,  which  often 
convey  an  inadequate,  and  sometimes  a  mislead- 
ing idea  of  the  contents  of  the  articles  cata- 
loged, or  they  appear,  like  the  various  annual 
reports,  so  long  after  the  publication  of  the  arti- 
cles which  are  reported  upon  that  they  lose  a 
great  part  of  their  value  as  guides  to  current  lit- 
erature. A  third  defect  is  common  to  all  existing 
catalogs,  viz.,  that  of  necessitating  a  reference 
to  a  number  of  separate  volumes  whenever  the 
literature  of  several  years  is  to  be  sought  for. 

It  is  evident  that  some  form  of  card  catalog 
can  alone  remedy  these  defects,  so  that  the  prac- 
tical question  is  :  How  can  a  card  catalog  of 
current  scientific  literature  be  best  established 
and  maintained  ?  The  requirements  of  such  a 
catalog  may  be  stated  as  follows  : 

1.  It  should  appear  promptly  — if  possible,  si- 
multaneously with  the  book  or  article  cataloged. 

2.  It  should  furnish  an  accurate  description  of 
the  purport  of  the  book  or  article. 

3.  It  should  be  readily  accessible  to  all  per- 
sons interested  In  the  literature  cataloged. 

It  seems  probable  that  these  requirements  may 
best  be  met  by  the  co-operation  of  a  central 
bureau  with  the  various  publishers  and  editors 
of  scientific  literature,  in  issuing  with  each  book 
and  with  each  number  of  every  periodical  a  set 
of  cards  of  standard  size  and  type,  each  card  to 
exhibit  for  a  book,  or  for  a  single  article  in  a 
periodical: 

1.  The  name  of  the  author. 

2.  The  title  of  the  book  or  article. 

3.  The  date,  place,  and  house  of  publication 
of  the  book,  or  the  title,  volume,  and  page  of 
the  periodical  in  which  the  article  appears. 

4.  A  brief  statement,  not  to  exceed  eight  or 
10  lines,  to  be  prepared  by  the  author  himself, 
setting  forth  the  general  purport  of  the  book  or 
article,  so  as  to  furnish  the  necessary  data  for 
cross  references. 

Each  card  should  be  in  duplicate  to  permit  of 
arrangement  according  to  subject  or  author,  or 
both,  if  desired,  and  additional  cards  should  be 


Calderwood,    Henry.      Evolution 
Man's  Place  in  Nature.     Macmillan  & 
London  and  New    York.    1893.    pp. 
sm.  8°. 

Summary            ,    ,    .  . 

and 
Co., 
349. 

issued  whenever  the  character  of  the  title  neces- 
sitates cross  references.  A  card  when  printed 
would  present  somewhat  the  following  appear- 
ance :* 


The  dimensions  and  texture  of  the  card  should 
be  determined  by  careful  comparison  of  the 
cards  already  in  use  in  the  principal  libraries  of 
the  world. 

Space  should  be  left  at  the  top  of  the  card  for 
writing  such  words  as  may  be  desired  for  cross 
references.  This  could  best  be  done  by  each 
person  for  himself,  as  there  would  necessarily 
be  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  number 
and  character  of  the  cross  references  desired. 
Furthermore,  subscribers  of  different  nationali- 
ties would  wish  to  catalog  the  same  subject 
under  different  headings,  e.  g.,  an  article  on  the 
spleen  would  be  cataloged  by  a  Frenchman  under 
rate  and  by  a  German  under  MHz. 

If  thought  desirable,  the  type  used  in  printing 
the  cards  could  be  kept  set  up  till  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  then,  by  arranging  the  material. ac- 
cording to  subjects,  an  annual  report  in  book 
form  could  readily  be  published. 

A  central  bureau,  charged  with  the  work  above 
outlined,  could  very  properly  be  established 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Royal  Society.  In 
this" central  office  subscriptions  could  be  received 
from  libraries  and  individuals  for  the  cards  re- 
lating to  the  articles  published  in  certain  jour- 
nals, or  to  the  literature  of  certain  departments 
of  science,  and  the  subscriber  would  thus  receive, 
in  weekly  instalments,  a  complete  card  catalog 
of  all  the  literature  in  his  own  line  of  work.  The 
cards  thus  received  could  be  arranged  by  each 
subscriber  so  as  to  form  the  sort  of  card  catalog 
best  adapted  to  his  own  needs. 

Although  in  this  scheme  the  greater  part  of 
the  work,  including  the  printing  of  the  cards, 
would  be  done  in  a  central  office,  yet  the  co- 
operation of  the  publishers  could  not  well  be 
dispensed  with,  for  from  them  must  be  obtained 
the  summaries  prepared  by  the  authors,  which 
form  an  essential  feature  of  the  scheme.  No 
difficulty  need  be  anticipated  in  obtaining  such 
summaries,  for  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the 
writers  to  furnish  them,  and  no  one  could  pre- 


*  The  size  is  here  reduced. 
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pare  them  so  easily  and  correctly  as  the  writers 
themselves. 

A  central  office  with  this  function  would  read- 
ily secure  the  co-operation  of  libraries  and 
learned  societies  throughout  the  world;  and  to  an 
undertaking  thus  endorsed  the  publishers  of 
scientific  literature  would  doubtless  lend  their 
aid,  since  they  would  find  in  it  a  means  of  ad- 
vertising their  business.  The  support  of  such  an 
office  could  be  provided  for  at  the  outset  by  in- 
ternational subscription  ;  but  it  would  doubtless 
in  a  short  time  become  self-supporting,  since  por- 
tions of  the  total  catalog  would  be  needed  not 
only  in  every  public  library,  but  on  the  study 
table  of  every  serious  student  in  every  depart- 
ment of  science. 

The  above  report  is  submitted,  not  as  an  elabo- 
rated plan,  but  as  a  suggestion  of  the  end  to 
which  effort  should  be  directed.  Your  com- 
mittee would  further  express  the  hope  that  some 
plan  may  be  put  into  operation  at  an  earlier  date 
than  the  year  IQOO,  the  time  suggested  in  the 
circular  of  the  Royal  Society. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  above  set  forth, 
the  committee  respectfully  recommends  the 
adoption  by  the  University  council  of  the  fol- 
lowing votes: 

1.  That,    in   the    opinion  of  the   University 
council,  the  establishment  of  a  catalog  of  scien- 
tific literature,  to  be  maintained  through  inter- 
national co-operation,  is  both  desirable  and  prac- 
ticable. 

2.  That  a  copy  of  this  report  be  transmitted 
to  the  Royal  Society  as  the  suggestion  of  a  way 
in  which  this  plan  may  be  successfully  carried 
out. 

3.  That  the  corporation  be  requested  to  con- 
tribute a  suitable  sum  towards  the  carrying  out 
of    this   enterprise,   provided  the    plan    finally 
adopted  by  the  Royal  Society  shall  appear  to 
the  University  council  to  be  practicable. 

HENRY  P.  BOWDITCH,  Professor  of  Physiology, 
Chairman. 

FREDERICK  W.  PUTNAM,  Peabody  Professor  of 
American  Archaeology  and  Ethnology. 

NATHANIEL  S.  SHALER,  Professor  of  Geology. 

EDWARD  C.  PICKERING,  Paine  Professor  of  Prac- 
tical Astronomy. 

JOHN  TROWBRIDGE,  Rumford  Professor  and 
Lecturer  on  the  Application  of  Science  to  the 
Useful  Arts. 

WILLIAM  G.  FARLOW,  Professor  of  Cryptogamic 
Botany. 

HENRY  B.  HILL,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

EDWARD  L.  MARK,  Hersey  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy. 

WILLIAM  T.  COUNCILMAN,  Shattuck  Professor  of 
Pathological  Anatomy. 

IRA  N.  HOLLIS,  Professor  of  Engineering. 

HUGO  MUNSTERBERG,  Prof  essor  of  Experimental 
Psychology. 

WILLIAM    F.    OSGOOD,    Assistant    Professor  of 
Mathematics. 
JUNE,  1894. 


A    GREAT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FOR   NEW 
YORK  CITY. 

ONE  of  the  most  important  steps  in  library 
matters  ever  taken  in  this  country  was  taken  in 
New  York  City  on  Washington's  Birthday,  when 
a  joint  committee,  representing  the  Tilden 
Trust  Fund,  the  Astor  Library,  and  the  Lenox 
Library,  agreed  upon  a  plan  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  those  three  libraries  into  one  great  insti- 
tution, the  new  library  to  be  known  as  "The 
New  York  Public  Library,  Astor,  Lenox,  and 
Tilden  Foundations."  On  March  6  the  trustees 
of  the  Tilden  Fund  voted  unanimously  in  favor 
of  the  plan  ;  the  trustees  of  the  Lenox  Library 
have  also  acted  favorably  on  the  suggestion  of 
the  joint  committee,  and  there  seems  little  doubt 
that  the  assent  of  the  trustees  of  the  Astor  Li- 
brary will  be  soon  obtained. 

Such  a  consolidation  as  is  now  planned  was 
first  considered  possible  some  ten  months  ago, 
and  was,  it  is  thought,  an  outgrowth  of  the  pre- 
vious suggestion  of  consolidating  the  Tilden 
Fund  with  Columbia  College  Library.  The  dif- 
ficulty of  such  a  plan  was  that  it  would  not 
have  met  the  wishes  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  whose 
main  idea  was  that  the  library  should  be  es- 
sentially a  public  one.  This  matter  was  con- 
sidered for  some  time,  but  was  finally  dropped, 
and,  some  months  later,  the  project  of  making 
a  final  disposition  of  the  Tilden  Trust  Fund  by 
a  consolidation  with  the  Astor  Library  was 
placed  beyond  informal  discussion  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  by  the  Trust  Fund 
trustees.  William  Waldorf  Astor  and  other 
representatives  of  the  Astor  family  were  at  once 
interested  in  the  plan,  and  gave  it  their  cordial 
support.  Later,  the  scope  of  the  scheme  was 
enlarged  by  submitting  it  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Lenox  Library. 

The  result  was  the  appointment  of  the  follow- 
ing committees  to  consider  consolidation  two 
months  ago:  Astor  Library  —  Dr.  Thomas  M. 
Markoe,  Edward  King,  president  of  the  Union 
Trust  Company  and  treasurer  of  the  library,  and 
John  L.  Cadwalader.  Lenox  Library  —  John 
S.  Kennedy,  president  of  the  board  of  trustees; 
George  L.  Rives  and  Alexander  Maitland. 
Tilden  Trust  Fund — Andrew  H.  Green,  Alex- 
ander E.  Orr,  and  Levin  Cass  Ledyard. 

The  Astor  Library  committeemen  represented 
ii  trustees,  those  of  the  Lenox  Library  16,  and 
those  of  the  Tilden  Trust  Fund  five.  Frequent 
and  fully  attended  meetings  were  held,  with 
the  result  that  on  February  22  a  plan  was  de- 
cided upon  by  which  a  board  of  trustees  consist- 
ing of  21  members,  seven  from  each  of  the  three 
interests  represented,  are  to  have  absolute  con- 
trol of  all  the  property  and  revenues  from 
endowments  and  other  sources  of  the  three 
libraries,  subject  only  to  such  legal  conditions  as 
surround  certain  bequests  which  have  been 
made  to  the  libraries. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  were  not 
embarrassed  by  questions  of  legislative  action, 
for,  as  early  as  1891,  Andrew  H.  Green  foresaw 
what  might  be  the  ultimate  disposition  of  the 
Tilden  Trust  Fund,  and  prepared  for  the  Legis- 
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lature  the  measure  now  known  as  Chapter  541 
of  the  laws  of  1892,  entitled  "An  act  to  permit 
the  consolidation  of  library  companies  in  the 
city  of  New  York,"  which  became  a  law  on 
May  13,  1892.  This  law  authorizes  the  consoli- 
dation of  any  library  corporation  or  corpora- 
tions with  any  other  similar  corporation,  under 
terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  the  trustees 
of  the  several  corporations.  It  also  provides 
fully  for  the  merging  of  the  former  corporation 
into  the  new  organization  and  for  the  untram- 
melled administration  of  the  consolidated  li- 
brary. 

The  consolidation  of  the  Astor,  Lenox,  and  Til- 
den  libraries  will  give  to  New  York  City  a  great 
library  organization,  comprising  a  collection  of 
more  than  450,000  bound  volumes,  an  immense 
number  of  rare  and  valuable  pamphlets,  and 
including  property  and  endowments  amounting 
to  more  than  $8,000,000.  Of  this  total,  about 
$2,000,000  will  be  from  the  Astor  Library, 
about  $4,000,000  from  the  Lenox  Library,  and 
$2,000,000  from  the  Tilden  trust,  the  latter  not 
including  Mr.  Tilden's  valuable  private  library. 
All  these  properties,  under  the  scheme  of  con- 
solidation, are  to  be  thrown  together  in  a 
common  fund,  passing  absolutely  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  present  directors  of  them,  and 
subject  in  future  only  to  the  control  of  the  new 
consolidated  board  of  21  members. 

Detailed  plans  for  the  development  of  this 
great  library  corporation  are  not  yet  definitely 
settled .  One  point,  however,  is  unanimously  con- 
ceded, and  that  is  that  the  library  must  possess  a 
circulating  department.  Much  attention  was 
given  to  this  part  of  the  plan,  because  it  was  re- 
garded as  embodying  the  chief  spirit  of  the 
wishes  and  intentions  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden. 
With  the  view  of  perfecting  the  circulating 
system,  the  subject  was  discussed  -with  the 
management  of  the  New  York  Free  Circulat- 
ing Library,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  only  be 
too  glad  to  be  under  the  paternal  wing  of  the 
consolidated  library,  while  it  is  possible  that 
in  course  of  time  even  the  Mercantile  Library 
may  be  absorbed. 

The  question  of  location  is  also  an  important 
one,  as  yet  undecided.  Andrew  H.  Green, 
when  interviewed  on  the  subject,  said:  "  I  think 
it  probable  that  the  library  will  be  temporarily 
located  in  the  present  home  of  the  Lenox  Li- 
brary, at  7ist  street  and  Fifth  avenue.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  desirable  arrange- 
ment for  the  present.  In  the  future,  when  all 
the  other  details  have  been  attended  to,  the 
question  of  providing  the  library  with  new  and 
appropriate  quarters  can  be  taken  up  and  dis- 
cussed with  that  deliberation  so  important  a 
question  demands."  Some  of  the  advantages 
of  the  Lenox  Library  site  are  that  ihe  library 
o.vns  the  entire  block  on  which  it  stands,  that 
it  can  be  built  against  on  three  sides,  and  that 
the  present  building  is  so  well  constructed  that 
three  or  four  stories  could  be  added  to  it. 

It  is  believed  that  definite  and  favorable 
action  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  of  the  Astor 
Library  will  be  taken  early  In  March,  and  that 
the  preliminary  work  of  consolidation  and  or- 
ganization will  be  shortly  under  way. 


THE    MASSACHUSETTS    STATE 
LIBRARY. 

EARLY  in  November,  1894,  the  new  quarters 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Library,  in  the  ex- 
tension to  the  state-house,  were  completed.  On 
Nov.  17  the  work  of  removal  was  begun,  and 
the  collection  was  transferred  from  the  rooms 
above  Doric  Hall,  where  it  had  been  for  40 
years  past.  The  new  quarters  are  on  the  third 
floor  at  the  north  end  of  the  annex,  and  consist 
of  five  rooms  —  the  main  room,  devoted  to  the 
public  and  the  staff,  two  stack-rooms,  a  receiv- 
ing-room and  the  librarian's  office.  The  rooms 
are  not  remarkable  for  size  or  for  special  archi- 
tectural features,  but  they  are  noteworthy  for 
harmony  of  design  and  decoration  and  for  per- 
fection of  detail.  Of  all  the  rooms  in  the  hand- 
some annex,  those  devoted  to  the  library  are  the 
most  beautiful.  Entrance  to  the  main  room  is 
by  a  doorway  of  carved  marble,  through  bronze 
doors  that  cost  $1500,  and  again  past  inner 
mahogany  doors  with  glass  panels.  The  room 
itself  is  in  pale,  delicate  tints.  Columns  and 
massive  arches  are  at  either  end  ;  a  row  of  fluted 
Corinthian  pillars  extend  across  one  side,  and 
opposite  are  seven  great  windows.  A  gallery 
extends  around  the  room  on  all  sides.  The 
dome-like  ceiling  is  finished  in  turquoise  blue  ; 
opaque  amber  glass  in  three  panels  admits  light 
at  the  top  ;  below,  forming  the  divisions  of  the 
sides  of  the  curved  ceiling,  are  shades  of  deli- 
cate yellow,  harmonizing  with  the  general  blue. 
Upon  the  turquoise  blue,  as  ornaments,  are 
occasional  fleurs  de  Us,  copied  from  Palissy 
faience.  The  cornice  consists  of  conventional 
scroll  ornamentation,  broken  now  and  then  by 
an  eagle  with  outstretched  wings,  in  relief. 
Along  the  cornice  are  104  electric  lights.  The 
lower  part  of  the  walls,  below  the  gallery,  are 
tinted  a  pale  green,  broken  by  panel  trimmings 
in  light  yellow.  The  bases  of  the  columns  are  a 
bright  brown,  harmonizing  finely  with  the  brown 
linoleum  of  the  floor.  To  the  north  are  five 
large  windows  of  corrugated  glass,  shedding  a 
well-diffused  light  and  destroying  all  glare. 
Here  are  placed  the  tables  and  chairs  for  read- 
ers, the  bookcases  being  all  on  the  opposite 
side  and  at  the  ends  of  the  room.  The  tables 
are  of  mahogany,  with  tops  of  thick  plate-glass; 
this  is  an  inspiration  of  Librarian  Tillinghast, 
who  has  used  a  glass  top  to  his  private  desk  for 
three  years  past  and  thinks  it  the  best  device 
for  public  use,  as  it  will  not  scratch,  fade,  or 
wear  out  and  is  speedily  cleansed  of  inkstains. 
The  chairs  are  of  red  mahogany,  upholstered  in 
leather.  Indeed,  all  the  woodwork,  railings, 
desks,  etc.,  are  of  this  beautiful  wood. 

In  one  corner  of  the  room  is  the  librarian's 
desk,  the  card  catalog  cases,  the  reference 
books  and  the  general  paraphernalia  for  serv- 
ing readers.  The  delivery  counter  is  at  the 
east  in  front  of  the  stack-room.  On  the  south 
side  are  the  shelves  for  the  extensive  law  de- 
partment, which,  under  Mr.  Tillinghast's  man- 
agement, has  become  probably  the  finest  feat- 
ure of  the  library.  This  shelving  is  about 
seven  feet  high  and  novel  in  design  and  con- 
struction, having  been  made  under  special  in- 
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structions  from  Mr.  Tillinghast.  The  cases  are 
of  rolled  steel,  fastened  to  a  structural  iron 
framework.  Each  shelf  is  of  rolled  steel,  the 
roll  of  about  half  an  inch  at  each  edge  giving 
great  strength  and  preventing  bending.  The 
shelf  is  easily  adjusted.  As  it  rests  in  the 
frame  it  cannot  be  knocked  out  of  position. 
Pin-like  projections  at  each  end,  of  one  piece 
with  the  body  of  the  frame,  catch  in  supports 
and  hold  the  shelf  perfectly  rigid,  but  by  an 
easy  movement  of  one  hand,  pulling  the  shelf 
forward,  raising  it  and  then  pushing  it  back,  it 
may  be  reset  at  any  point  desired.  The  sides 
are  so  arranged  that  shelves  may  be  set  in 
every  inch  of  vertical  room.  The  shelves  are 
of  smooth  surface,  instead  of  grate-like,  as  in 
the  Congressional  Library,  so  that  no  dust  can 
fall  upon  the  books  beneath  and  there  is  less 
wear  on  the  edges  of  the  books.  The  sides  of 
the  cases  are  handsomely  panelled  in  bronze; 
at  the  top  of  each  is  a  metal  figure  of  a  book  on 
which  is  affixed  the  name  of  the  state  whose  law 
books  are  found  on  the  shelves. 

The  gallery  is  reserved  for  maps  aad  news- 
papers. For  the  former,  large  mahogany  draw- 
ers have  been  provided;  pigeon-hole  drawers, 
some  six  feet  in  depth,  are  furnished  for  rolled 
maps  and  large  shallow  drawers  are  used  for 
flat  maps.  Newspapers  are  filed  in  eleven 
great  steel  file  cases,  with  a  capacity  for  2400 
volumes,  and  for  their  consultation  mahogany 
tables  are  provided,  with  V-shaped  tops,  form- 
ing inclined  planes  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  de- 
grees, on  which  the  files  may  be  spread  out  and 
read  with  ease  while  seated. 

The  stack-room  opens  from  the  main  room 
on  the  east.  By  having  the  floor  drop  half  a 
flight  of  stairs,  the  second  floor  is  only  half  a 
night  higher  than  the  floor  of  the  main  room, 
and  so  two  floors  are  within  half  a  flight's 
length  of  the  attendants .  The  floor  is  of  grano- 
lithic stone.  The  shelving  is  similar  to  that 
used  for  the  law  department,  and  the  floors  of 
the  passages  are  of  opaque  glass,  so  thick  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  breakage.  Not  a  particle 
of  wood  or  other  combustible  material  has  been 
used,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  room 
is  as  nearly  fireproof  as  any  room  can  be. 
In  one  corner  is  a  small  electric  elevator  for 
transmitting  books,  made  after  a  design  of  Mr. 
Tillinghast's.  There  are  five  floors  in  the  stack- 
room,  the  height  between  them  being  about 
seven  feet,  and  the  total  accommodations  are 
for  225,000  volumes,  of  which  only  80,000  are 
now  on  hand.  A  smaller  stack-room  ad  joins  the 
main  stack-room  on  the  south,  and  opening 
into  this  is  a  receiving  and  packing  room,  con- 
necting with  the  corridor  of  the  extension  on 
the  fourth  floor.  Here  all  the  business  of  re- 
ceiving books  can  be  transacted  without  any 
noise  to  disturb  the  readers  and  students  in  the 
library. 

Mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  librarian's 
private  room,  opening  from  the  western  end  of 
the  main  room.  With  its  side  of  plate-glass 
windows  overlooking  the  city  on  the  north,  its 
open  fireplace,  its  mahogany  .bookcases  built 
around  the  walls,  its  octagonal  centre-table  sur- 
rounded by  high-backed  chairs,  and  its  soft 
brown  moquette  carpet,  it  is  a  delightful  apart- 


ment. Indeed  Mr.  Tillinghast  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated, not  only  on  his  private  and  public 
quarters  and  on  the  ample  provision  for  the 
growth  of  the  library,  but  especially  on  the 
good  sense,  the  practicability  and  the  artistic 
taste  shown  in  the  design  and  construction  of 
the  library  department  of  the  Massachusetts 
State-house.  

CRERAR  LIBRARY   TO    BE   A    LIBRARY 
OF  SCIENCE. 

THE  trustees  of  the  John  Crerar  Library  de- 
cided, at  a  meeting  on  February  16,  to  found  and 
maintain  the  library  as  a  scientific  reference  li- 
brary. At  the  same  meeting  it  was  determined 
that  temporary  quarters  be  secured  for  the 
present,  and  that  the  work  of  organization  be 
pushed  forward  so  that  the  library  may  be 
opened  within  six  months,  the  matter  of  a  per- 
manent home  to  await  future  action.  The  de- 
cision of  the  trustees  on  these  points  was  prompt 
and  discussion  of  the  scope  of  the  library  was 
brief,  as  opinion  had  become  well  defined  among 
the  members  of  the  board  before  the  meeting 
began.  The  proposition  to  devote  the  library  to 
Americana,  which  was  brought  forward  some 
time  previously,  was  not  considered.  It  had 
been  thought  that  Americana  was  more  in  the 
field  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  in  some  di- 
rections it  was  already  occupied  by  the  New- 
berry  Library.  The  action  accepting  science  as 
the  library's  province  was  taken  unanimously. 
The  departments  of  science  to  which  the  li- 
brary will  be  devoted  were  not  fixed.  The  range 
will  be  exceedingly  wide,  however,  and  will  take 
in  sociology  in  all  its  ramifications,  engineering, 
electricity,  architecture,  and  astronomy  —  in  fact, 
the  entire  domain  of  pure  and  applied  science. 
Committees  were  appointed  on  finance,  building 
and  site,  books  and  administration. 

The  engagement  of  the  librarian  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  books.  The  sentiment 
was  that  the  librarian  should  be  secured  at  the 
very  inception  of  the  library,  in  order  to  attain 
the  fullest  symmetry  in  the  collection  and  to 
avert  a  needless  duplication  of  works.  It  is 
probable  that  the  committee  will  make  its  selec- 
tion within  March. 

Temporary  quarters  will  be  first  secured,  and 
the  committee  on  building  and  site  was  given 
charge  of  that  important  'matter.  As  it  has 
been  made  the  fixed  policy  of  the  library  trus- 
tees not  to  touch  any  of  the  principal,  but  to 
rely  wholly'upon  the  income  of  $100,000  per  year, 
for  the  prosecution  of  all  its  work,  the  committee 
will  be  limited  in  the  sum  at  its  disposal.  Tem- 
porary quarters  to  be  secured  have  not  yet  been 
fixed  upon,  but  early  action  will  be  taken. 

The  Chicago  Tribune  savs  :  "While  the  li- 
brary will  be  for  reference  the  purpose  is  not  to 
confine  its  usefulness  to  scientists.  Its  popular 
character  will  be  maintained  in  all  branches. 
The  every-day  student,  the  occasional  inventor, 
the  amateur  astronomer,  and  the  searcher  after 
the.  curious,  as  well  as  the  professional  man, 
will  be  at  home  within  its  precincts.  That  is 
the  aim  of  the  trustees,  believing  that  they  are 
carrying  out  the  unspoken  wishes  of  the  libra- 
ry's founder." 
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THE  MILWAUKEE    PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
BUILDING. 

IT  will  be  remembered  that  In  the  summer  of 
1893  the  city  of  Milwaukee  appropriated  $350- 
ooo,  in  addition  to  bonds  already  issued,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  library-museum  building 
that  should  be  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  fit- 
tingly house  its  two  fine  collections.  A  sum- 
mary of  the  delays  and  difficulties  that  have  as 
yet  prevented  further  progress  is  given  in  the 
i yth  annual  report  of  the  library,  just  issued, 
and  is  not  without  interest  to  librarians  who  in- 
tend or  expect  to  "  build." 

On  September  7,  1893,  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
boards  of  trustees  of  the  library  and  museum 
was  held,  at  which  the  building  committee  of 
the  two  boards  was  authorized  to  advertise  for 
plans.  This  advertisement  was  placed  in  the 
local  papers  and  in  the  American  Architect,  and 
a  pamphlet  was  issued  containing  the  official 
notice  to  architects;  the  general  instructions  for 
the  building;  the  specific  requirements  of  the 
two  institutions;  and  a  plan  of  the  site.  Under 
the  competition  thus  inaugurated,  74  sets  of 
plans  were  received  by  November  15,  the  date 
set  for  the  close  of  the  contest.  The  plans  sub- 
mitted were  exhibited  to  public  inspection  for 
two  weeks,  and  the  matter  attracted  very  gen- 
eral public  interest.  Final  decision  on  the  com- 
peting plans  was  placed  by  the  board  in  the 
hands  of  Prof.  W:  R.  Ware,  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege. On  December  8,  Prof.  Ware  arrived  in 
Milwaukee,  and  devoted  three  days  to  a  careful 
study  of  the  plans;  this  was  supplemented  by  a 
more  careful  study  of  the  better  drawings,  which 
were  sent  to  New  York  for  the  purpose;  and  on 
January  4,  1894,  his  report  was  presented  to  the 
trustees.  Of  the  plans,  five  were  named  by  Prof. 
Ware  as  the  best  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and 
of  these  five  those  of  Messrs.  Ferry  &  Clas,  of 
Milwaukee,  were  chosen  by  the  board,  by  a 
vote  of  nine  to  six. 

Following  this  adoption  of  plans  by  the 
trustees,  an  injunction,  granted  upon  complaint 
of  a  firm  of  competing  architects,  was  served 
upon  all  persons  officially  connected  with  the 
enterprise,  forbidding  further  action  until  the 
complaint  should  be  heard  by  the  court  of 
equity.  After  hearing  the  complaint,  the 
court  dissolved  the  injunction,  except  in  so  far 
as  the  trustees  were  forbidden  to  pay  for  any 
bills  contracted  by  reason  of  the  competition  of 
plans,  this  being  made  the  duty  of  the  common 
council.  Later  the  action  of  the  trustees  was 
confirmed  by  the  council,  the  bills  ordered  paid 
and  the  contract  executed.  The  contract  sub- 
mitted to  the  architects  by  the  board  of  public 
works  was,  however,  based  on  the  ordinary  com- 
mission for  city  work,  ».  <•.,  four  percent,  on  the 
first  $10,000  of  the  cost  of  the  building,  three 
and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  second  $10,000  and 
three  per  cent,  on  the  remaining  amount.  As 
the  official  advertisements  offered  a  commission 
of  five  per  cent. ,  the  architects  refused  to  sign  thr 
contract  and  the  matter  was  reported  back  to 
the  common  council.  The  arguments  which 
had  led  the  trustees  to  adopt  the  five  per  cent, 
rate  were,  briefly,  that  the  only  hope  of  attract- 


ing architects  of  talent  and  experience  lay  in 
offering  a  fee  at  least  equal  to  that  paid  for 
other  work  of  the  kind  ;  and  that  the  beauty 
and  dignity  of  design,  intelligence  of  plan  and 
effectiveness  of  supervision  which  it  was  desired 
to  obtain  were  of  more  importance  than  the 
difference  between  a  three  and  a  five  per  cent, 
commission.  The  question  was  brought  before 
the  city  attorney  and  a  resolution  was  introduced 
into  the  council  authorizing  the  payment  of  the 
five  per  cent.  fee.  This  resolution  was  never 
passed  and  the  matter  remained  at  a  standstill 
for  months.  Finally  an  arbitration  committee 
was  formed,  through  whose  efforts  the  atcbite  ns 
have  verbally  agreed  to  accept  a  fee  of  three  and 
a  half  per  cent.  "At  the  close  of  the  library 
year  no  further  progress  has  been  made." 

"  In  the  meantime,"  says  Miss  West,  "  both 
institutions  are  occupying  rooms  so  insufficient 
that  their  work  is  very  seriously  crippled.  Both 
institutions  are,  by  reason  of  their  surroundings, 
in  imminent  danger  of  disastrous  fires.  Both 
institutions  are  forced  to  pay  large  insurance 
rates  and  to  have  special  watchmen  as  the  only 
possible  palliatives  and  safeguards  in  the  face 
of  this  menace.  Both  institutions  are  paying 
rents  which  are  a  severe  tax  on  their  resources. 
The  interest  on  the  bonds  already  issued  is  run- 
ning on.  It  is  a  matter  of  simple  addition  to 
prove  that  the  year's  delay  has  cost  the  city 
more  money  than  could  possibly  be  saved  in 
the  difference  between  the  two  rates  of  commis- 
sion. Over  and  above  this  expense  the  two  in- 
stitutions have  one  year  longer  of  fire  risk  to 
endure  ;  one  year  longer  of  crippled  work  to 
regret."  

THE    AUTOTYPE     REPRODUCTION    OF 
GREEK,  LATIN,  AND  OTHER  MANU- 
SCRIPTS. 

DR.  W.  N.  Du  RIEU,  of  La  Bibliotheque  de 
I'Universite,  Leyden,  Holland,  has  sent  a  circu- 
lar letter  to  all  the  principal  libraries  of  the 
world,  calling  upon  them  to  express  their  opinion 
upon  the  contemplated  "  Societe  Internationale 
pour  la  Reproduction  des  mss.  les  plus  pretieux," 
and  to  pledge  themselves  to  a  certain  annual 
sum  towards  the  work  of  such  a  society.  The 
plan  of  the  society  originated  with  Dr.  O.  Hart- 
wig,  of  the  Bibliotheque  Universitaire  de  Halle 
(Saxony).  It  was  brought  before  the  Congress 
of  Librarians  at  the  World's  Fair,  Chicago,  in 
1893,  and  by  them  referred  to  the  Library  Con- 
ference of  1894  (See  L.  j.  18  :  503,  C87  ;  19  :  Ci6o). 
The  plan  was  approved  and  Dr.  W.  N.  Du  Rieu 
was  authorized  to  canvass  the  libraries  and  esti- 
mate the  support  that  might  be  expected  in  the 
great  enterprise  of  reproducing  the  most  cele- 
brated manuscripts  of  the  world,  that  they  might 
be  at  the  service  of  students  of  science,  history 
and  religion  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Dr.  Du 
Rieu  also  wrote  to  the  Centralblatt  ftir  Bibliothek- 
swesen,  the  Revuedes  Bibliotheques.  and  to  the 
most  celebrated  professors  of  classical  philology, 
asking  for  discussions  in  these  journals  upon  the 
essential  points  to  be  considered  in  starting  this 
wholly  new  undertaking.  He  also  called  for  a 
vote  upon  the  dozen  manuscripts  that  would 
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seem  the  most  worthy  to  inaugurate  the  enter- 
prise. 

Scarcely  half  a  dozen  answers  were  the  out- 
come of  all  his  efforts,  and  for  a  time  Dr.  Du 
Rieu  thought  the  scheme  must  beabandoned,  and 
the  reproduction  of  manuscripts  left  to  private 
enterprise,  to  be  followed  for  financial  profit,  in- 
stead of  to  the  co-operation  of  scientists  willing 
to  subscribe  the  needed  amount  for  an  under- 
taking of  benefit  to  learning  throughout  the 
world. 

Now  the  Government  of  the  Netherlands  has 
taken  the  initiative  and  has  promised  a  modest 
permanent  subsidy  for  the  enterprise. 

Dr.  Du  Rieu  therefore  asks  all  librarians  the 
following  questions : 

1.  Do  you  approve  of  this  simple  and  reason- 
able plan  to  come  into  possession  annually  of  a 
specially  precious  manuscript  which  cannot  be 
taken  from  the  library  in  possession  for  consul- 
tation by  the  scientists  near  your  library  ?    Are 
you  willing  thus  to  aid  the  scholars  of  your 
country  ? 

2.  Can  you,  as  librarian,  pledge  yourself  to 
subscribe  annually  the  sum  of  100  or  150  francs 
during  a  period  of  10  years,  for  which  you  will 
receive  a  copy  of  any  manuscript  published  by 
the  society  ? 

As  soon  as  an  adequate  number  of  subscribers 
shall  have  been  obtained  it  shall  be  left  to  the 
subscribers  to  appoint  12  delegates,  chosen  from 
the  directors  of  the  principal  libraries  of  Eu- 
rope, to  go  to  Leyden  and  agree  upon  the  con- 
stitution of  an  International  Society  of  Repro- 
duction to  have  its  headquarters  at  Leyden,  as 
already  agreed  in  the  preliminary  discussions. 

All  librarians  interested  should  communicate 
with  Dr.  Du  Rieu  without  delay. 


ADVERTISING  A  LIBRARY. 

J:  C.  Dana.,  in  Books,  July  -  Sept.,  1894. 

SUPPOSE  the  beginning  of  the  library  is  made  ; 
keep  it  before  the  public.  The  newspaper  will 
almost  invariably  aid  an  enterprise  of  this  kind, 
gratuitously  and  with  good-will.  The  local 
clergy  are  almost  always  ready  to  help.  The 
school  teachers  can  generally  be  counted  on;  in- 
deed it  often  happens  that  the  teacher  is  the  prime 
mover  in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  village  or 
district  library.  The  book-dealer,  If  at  all  far- 
sighted,  will  see  that  the  general  increase  in 
reading  which  a  growing  public  library  will  bring 
about  will  indirectly  increase  his  sales. 

Ask  for  contributions,  first  of  money  —  and 
that  is  hard  to  get  —  then  of  books,  new  or  old, 
useful  or  useless,  magazines,  be  it  an  odd  number 
or  an  odd  volume  or  a  wagon-load.  Ask  for  these 
things.  Let  the  fact  of  the  humblest  gift  be 
generally  known  through  the  local  paper  or  other- 
wise and  thank  the  giver  in  some  formal  way  if 
possible.  The  things  received  may  be  of  little 
value  ;  but  those  who  give  will  be  almost  invari- 
ably the  library's  friends  and  cordial  supporters 
forever  after.  They  will  aid  in  cultivating  in  the 
community  that  spirit  of  helpfulness  which 
strengthens  a  library  exceedingly.  As  soon  as  a 


few  good  books  are  got  together  let  the  fact  be 
known.  Print  a  list  occasionally  in  the  local 
paper.  Publish  the  additions  as  they  come  in,  on 
a  bulletin-board,  in  manuscript  or  typewriting  ; 
or  in  lists  by  some  duplicating  process  ;  or  by 
reprints  from  the  columns  of  the  paper  ;  or  by 
lists  specially  printed  for  the  purpose.  As  soon 
as  the  library  is  large  enough,  lists  may  be  got 
out,  and  posted  or  printed,  covering  references 
to  articles  or  books  in  the  library  on  some  im- 
portant current  event,  or  some  interesting  book, 
or  some  topic  of  present  local  interest. 

In  a  small  community,  and  sometimes  in  a 
large  one,  the  librarian  knows  the  special  tastes 
or  hobbies  of  many  of  the  users  of  the  library, 
and  perhaps  of  some  who  do  not  use  it.  Notices 
that  books  have  been  received  which  are  likely 
to  please  this,  that,  and  the  other  person,  can  be 
sent  out  on  occasion  and  will  help  make  library 
friends.  Local  artists  in  their  respective  lines  can 
often  be  interested  to  give  entertainmentsfor  the 
library's  benefit,  especially  if  the  proceeds  be 
given  to  the  purchase  of  books  in  their  own  lines. 
Local  societies  —  literary,  scientific,  or  histori- 
cal —  may  very  properly  make  the  library  the 
central  point  for  all  their  work,  and  may  some- 
times be  led  to  begin  a  special  collection,  first  for 
their  own  benefit,  afterwards  for  the  public. 

The  children  should  not  be  forgotten.  If  care 
be  taken  to  provide  books  for  them,  entertaining 
first,  afterwards  useful,  they  will  come,  and  come 
often,  and  will  soon  bring  the  library  into  favor 
with  the  elders. 

In  the  library  itself  it  seems  generally  admitted 
that  red  tape,  signs,  rules,  and  restrictions  must 
be  kept  out  of  sight  as  far  as  possible,  if  it  is 
wished  to  get  friends  and  keep  them.  The  libra- 
rian, as  such,  should  feel  that  he  has  no  rights 
which  the  public  is  bound  to>  respect.  His  rules, 
as  far  as  the  public  is  concerned,  should  be  of  the 
fewest,  and  rarely  alluded  to. 

The  books  in  the  library  ought  all  to  be  acces- 
sible to  the  public.  No  one  thing  can  add  to  the 
attractiveness  and  value  of  a  library  so  much  as 
to  permit  the  public  to  go  to  the  shelves.  Of 
course  there  may  be  special  or  local  reasons  why 
this  cannot  be  done,  or  why  it  can  be  done  only 
in  part.  But  it  would  pay  to  sacrifice  many  of 
the  commonly  accepted  essentials  to  gain  this 
one  point. 

Of  all  possible  advertising,  the  best,  perhaps, 
is  a  cheerful  and  accommodating  atmosphere  in 
the  library  itself.  Librarian  and  assistants  are 
always  prone  to  affect  the  official  air  the  moment 
they  become  guardians  of  public  property  and 
fountains  of  information.  They  condescend, 
they  patronize,  they  correct,  and  they  shake  rules 
and  by-laws  and  red  tape  in  the  timid  inquirer's 
face.  This  top-lofty  bureaucratic  spirit  should 
be  avoided  by  all  means.  Treat  boy  and  girl, 
man  and  woman,  ignorant  and  learned,  gracious 
and  rude,  with  uniform  good  temper,  without 
condescension,  never  pertly.  Anticipate  all  in- 
quiries when  possible,  and  especially  put  the 
shrinking  and  embarrassed  visitor  at  once  at  ease. 
The  library  is  not  a  business  office  ;  it's  a  centre 
of  public  happiness  first,  of  public  education 
next. 
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American  Cibrarg  QUeodaUou. 

SEVENTEENTH   CONFERENCE,   DENVER^ 
\AUG.  12-16,  1895. 

IT  is  yet  too  early  to  give  any  very  definite  in- 
formation regarding  the  route  and  rate  to  Denver. 
The  Conference,  as  is  already  well  known,  will 
be  held  during  the  week  beginning  August  12. 
The  committee  is  at  work  endeavoring  to  secure 
a  one-fare  rate  to  Denver  and  return,  and  the 
probability  is  that  success  will  crown  its  efforts. 
It  can  be  stated  for  a  certainty  that  the  cost  for 
10  days  will  not  exceed  $  100.  This  will  in- 
clude special  train  to  Denver,  railroad  fare, 
sleeping-car,  dining-car  service  to  Denver  and 
return,  also  six  days'  board  in  Denver.  To  se- 
cure the  lowest  terms,  the  route  will  be  the  same 
out  and  back.  By  the  payment  of  a  small  ad- 
ditional amount  the  trip  can  be  varied  to  suit 
the  pleasure  of  individual  members  of  the  party. 
There  will  be  no  special  train  returning  from 
Denver,  as  there  is  no  certainty  of  a  large  party 
returning  at  one  time.  The  same  terms  offered 
the  National  Educational  Association  for  the 
Yellowstone  Park  trip  will  be  granted  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association.  The  Post  Conference 
excursion  will  be  managed  from  the  Denver  end 
of  the  line.  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Dana  have 
charge  of  this  matter. 

The  present  outlook  is  very  good  for  a  large 
attendance  at  the  Denver  Conference,  since  it  is 
quite  certain  that  the  Association  will  not  go  to 
Europe  for  two  or  three  years.  The  executive 
board  is  now  in  communication  with  the  L.  A. 
U.  K.  regarding  an  international  meeting.  The 
question  has  arisen  about  holding  the  A.  L.  A. 
Conference  at  the  time  of  the  New  England 
Educational  Association  meeting.  The  commit- 
tee has  gone  over  the  ground  very  carefully,  and 
has  decided  that  the  discomforts  in  ridingtwoor 
three  days  and  nights  in  an  overcrowded  train, 
with  a  rush  for  meals,  and  the  overcrowded 
hotels  in  Denver,  would  not  be  offset  by  the> 
slight  reduction  secured  by  the  N.  E.  A.  Those 
who  went  to  Chicago  had  a  taste  of  some  of  the 
discomforts  of  overcrowding,  and  the  commit- 
tee does  not  think  any  one  is  anxious  to  have  a 
duplicate  of  the  same. 

FRANK  P.  HILL,  Secretary. 

STATE  LIBRARY  SECTION. 

THE  committee  of  the  A.  L.  A.  on  State  Aid 
to  Libraries  has  issued  the  following  circular  : 

At  the  meeting  of  the  State  Library  Section 
during  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  American 
Library  Association  at  Lake  Placid,  September 
21,  1894,  the  following  committee  on  State  Aid 
to  Libraries  was  appointed:  J.  C.  Dana,  Denver 
Public  Library;  W.  R.  Eastman, New  York  State 
Library,  Albany ;  W.  E.  Foster,  Providence  Pub- 
lic Library;  Samuel  S.  Green,  Worcester  Public 
Library;  Caroline  M.  Hewins,  Hartford  Public 
Library;  J.  H.  Whittier,  Secretary  New  Hamp- 
shire Board  of  Library  Commissioners. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  this  committee, 
Caroline  M.  Hewins  was  selected  as  chairman, 
and  the  following  resolutions  were  passed: 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  prepare  a  circular  asking 
what  is  being  done  and  under  what  law  in  the  matter  of 


the  encouragement  by  your  state  of  the  forming  and 
maintenance  of  town  and  other  libraries,  and  stating 
also  that  this  committee  will  send  to  any  interested  such 
information  as  is  now  attainable  on  the  general  subject 
of  state  aid  to  public  libraries,  and  that  she  send  this 
circular  to  such  persons  in  each  state  as  she  thinks  ad- 
visable. 

Retolved,  That  every  state  represented  in  the  com- 
mittee send  to  the  chairman  a  brief  statement  of  the 
system  of  state  aid  as  in  operation  in  his  state. 

The  accompanying  statement  shows  what 
other  states  are  doing  in  encouraging  free  public 
libraries.  Will  you  endeavor  to  have  laws  for 
establishing  and  aiding  them  passed  in  your 
own  ?  The  Vermont  Library  Association  was 
formed  after  the  Lake  Placid  Conference,  ar.d 
in  six  weeks,  through  its  influence,  the  legisla- 
ture had  authorized  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mission and  offered  state  aid. 

The  committee  invites  correspondence  with 
regard  to  the  success  of  free  libraries  established 
with  state  aid,  and  also  to  the  details  of  organi- 
zation and  management.  Will  you  send  a  list  of 
names  of  influential  persons  in  your  state  to 
whom  it  should  mail  circulars? 
(Signed.) 

J.  C.  DANA,  Public  Library,  Denver,  Col. 
W.  R.  EASTMAN,  New  York  State  Library, 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

W.  E.  FOSTER,  Public  Library,  Provi- 
dence, R.I. 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN,  Public  Library,  Wor- 
cester, Mass. 
CAROLINE  M.    HEWINS,   Public  Library, 

Hartford,  Conn. 

J.  H  .WHITTIER,  Secretary  New  Hampshire 
Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  East 
Rochester,  N.  H. 

MAINE. 

Every  town  maintaining  a  public  library  re- 
ports May  I  to  the  state  treasurer  the  amount 
spent  for  books  the  preceding  year,  and  obtains 
from  the  state  10  per  cent,  of  that  amount  with 
which  to  buy  more  books.  Lists  of  books  so 
bought  are  reported. 

In  towns  of  less  than  1500  inhabitants,  if  the 
voters  have  raised  $100  for  books  and  provided 
for  their  care,  they  may  receive  from  the  state 
librarian  books  bought  for  the  purpose,  costing 
not  more  than  half  the  cost  of  books  bought  by 
the  town  to  found  a  library,  and  not  more  than 
$100  in  any  case. 

Librarians  or  trustees  may  ask  the  governor 
and  council  for  advice  in  selecting  books,  and 
receive  at  the  state  library  instruction  in  cata- 
loging and  library  administration. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  New  Hampshire  library  law  enacted  in 
1891  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of 
library  commissioners  consisting  of  five  mem- 
bers, and  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  board  to  fur- 
nish $100  worth  of  books  to  any  town  having 
no  public  library  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
town,  if  such  town  shall  adopt  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  provide  for  the  care,  custody,  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  books  so  furnished,  and  agree 
to  appropriate  a  small  sum  annually  for  the 
support  of  the  library.  By  the  terms  of  the  law 
the  commissioners  sustain  an  advisory  relation 
to  the  public  libraries  of  the  state. 
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Public  libraries  which  are  duly  designated  by 
the  governor  and  council  are  entitled  to  receive 
state  publications. 

VERMONT. 

In  1894  a  law  was  passed  authorizing  the 
governor  to  appoint  a  board  of  five  library  com- 
missioners and  designate  the  chairman  thereof. 

This  board  of  library  commissioners  shall  ex- 
pend, upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  library 
trustees  of  any  town  having  no  free  public  li- 
brary owned  and  controlled  by  the  town,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $100  for  books  for  any  such  towns 
entitled  to  them,  these  books  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library  ; 
the  commissioners  to  select  and  purchase  all 
books  so  provided. 

Every  town  receiving  this  aid  shall  annually 
appropriate  for  its  free  public  library  a  sum  not 
less  than  $50  if  its  grand  list  is  $10,000  or  up- 
wards; not  less  than  $25  if  its  grand  list  is  less 
than  $10,000  and  not  less  than  $2500,  or  a  sum 
not  less  than  $15  if  its  grand  list  is  less  than 
$2500. 

The  board  of  library  commissioners  shall 
constitute  an  advisory  board,  upon  which  the  li- 
brarian or  trustees  -of  any  free  public  library 
may  call  for  advice  on  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  administration  or  maintenance  of  the  library. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

A  library  commission  of  five  members  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  and  council. 

Any  town  having  no  public  library  may  re- 
ceive f  too  worth  of  books,  to  be  selected  by  the 
Library  Commission,  provided  it  accepts  the 
provisions  of  an  act  approved  in  1890.  The 
town  receiving  such  aid  must  appropriate  not 
less  than  $15  if  the  last  assessed  valuation  of 
the  town  is  less  than  $250,000;  $25  if  less  than 
$1,000,000  and  not  less  than  $250,000;  and  $50 
if  the  valuation  is  $1,000,000  or  over.  Suitable 
provision  must  be  made  for  the  custody,  care, 
and  distribution  of  the  books. 

Those  towns  whose  valuation  does  not  ex- 
ceed $600,000,  already  having  public  libraries, 
may  receive  $100  worth  of  books,  provided  that 
such  towns  have  their  libraries  organized  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  case  of  towns  having  no  pub- 
lic libraries. 

The  librarian  or  trustees  of  any  free  public  li- 
brary may  ask  the  Library  Commission  for  ad- 
vice in  regard  to  library  administration  or  main- 
tenance. The  commission  is  ready  to  lend 
books  for  purposes  of  reference  to  libraries 
established  or  aided  by  it.  A  town  may  take 
land  for  a  public  library  building.  Provision 
has  been  made  for  supplying  to  libraries  copies 
of  histories  of  military  organizations  of  the 
state. 

In  addition  to  the  special  privileges  described, 
the  Commonwealth  also  allows  towns  to  make 
such  appropriations  as  they  please  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  maintenance  of  public  libraries. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  State  Board  of  Education  is  authorized 
to  appropriate  (under  conditions  specified  by 
itself)  certain  annual  sums  to  each  free  public 
library  established  and  maintained  in  the  state, 


to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  there- 
for. 

(Said  sums  are  graded  according  to  total 
number  of  volumes  owned  by  the  library,  but 
are  in  no  case  to  exceed  $500.) 

Each  city  or  town  receiving  state  appropria- 
tions in  virtue  of  having  adopted  or  established 
a  public  library,  shall  annually  appropriate  for 
the  support  of  the  public  library  an  amount  at 
least  as  much  as  that  which  the  library  shall  re- 
ceive from  the  state. 

Each  city  or  town  is  authorized  to  appro- 
priate not  to  exceed  25  cents  on  each  $100  of  the 
ratable  property  for  the  foundation  of  a  free 
public  library;  and  not  to  exceed  20  cents  on 
each  $1000  for  the  support  of  any  such  library, 
whether  owned  by  the  town  or  not. 

CONNECTICUT. 

By  a  law  passed  in  1893  the  State  Board  of 
Education  annually  appoints  five  persons  to  be 
known  as  the  Connecticut  Public  Library  Com- 
mittee. Librarians  and  directors  of  public  li- 
braries and  teachers  of  public  schools  may  ask 
this  committee  for  advice  and  assistance. 

If  any  town,  city,  or  borough  having  no  free 
public  library  shall  establish  one  and  provide 
for  the  care,  custody,  and  distribution  of  books 
and  the  future  maintenance  and  increase  of  such 
library  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  said  library 
committee,  said  committee  is  authorized  to  ex- 
pend for  books  to  be  selected  by  the  said  com- 
mittee a  sum  not  to  exceed  the  amount  expended 
for  the  establishment  of  such  library,  and  not 
to  exceed  $200. 

No  person  shall  be  ineligible  by  reason  of  sex 
to  serve  on  the  board  of  directors  of  any  public 
library  or  on  the  Connecticut  Public  Library 
Committee. 

NEW  YORK. 

Under  a  recent  law  substantial  aid  is  offered 
to  any  community  willing  to  do  its  part  in  pro- 
viding with  the  best  obtainable  reading. 

Public  money.  —  The  regents  annually  appor- 
tion $25,000  for  the  benefit  of  free  public 
libraries  on  the  following  conditions : 

Libraries  receiving  aid  must  be  under  state 
supervision  and  their  work  approved.  They 
must  be  free  to  the  public  for  either  reference  or 
circulation.  A  college  or  academy  library  must 
be  open  every  day  while  classes  are  in  session, 
and  in  vacation  must  be  open  one  hour  on  three 
days  of  each  week.  Other  libraries  must  be 
open  at  least  one  hour  on  three  days  of  each 
week,  and  oftener  in  the  larger  places  according 
to  population.  The  grant  to  each  library  Is 
limited  to  $200  a  year.  An  equal  amount  must 
be  raised  from  local  sources.  The  whole  amount 
must  be  spent  for  books  approved  by  the  regents. 

Travelling  libraries.  — The  use  of  a  travelling 
library  of  50  or  100  volumes  is  also  offered  to 
any  library  in  the  University,  or  to  any  com- 
munity on  application  of  25  taxpayers,  or  of  the 
officers  of  a  registered  extension  centre,  study 
club,  or  reading  circle.  Satisfactory  guarantee 
must  be  given  for  return  of  books  within  six 
months,  and  a  fee  of  $3  for  50  or  $5  for 
100  volumes  must  be  paid.  Annotated  catalogs 
of  these  libraries  can  be  had  free. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

Ten  per  cent,  of  the  state  school  fund  annually 
apportioned,  not  to  exceed  $50  in  any  case,  is 
available  for  district  libraries.  In  some  cities 
this  may  be  $50  for  each  1000  children  five  to  17 
years  old.  Libraries  are  free  to  pupils  and  open 
to  residents  who  pay  fee  required  by  school 
authorities. 

COLORADO. 

Cities  and  incorporated  towns  are  permitted 
to  establish  free  public  libraries  if  they  so  desire, 
but  must  depend  entirely  upon  their  own  re- 
sources for  the  support  of  them. 

WISCONSIN. 

For  the  support  of  school  district  libraries, 
any  town  treasurer  may  withhold  10  cents  for 
each  person  of  school  age  from  the  school  fund 
income.  State  superintendent  prepares  lists  of 
books. 


Nero  Dork  State  Cibrarp  School. 


SAINT  VALENTINE. 

THE  evening  of  Saint  Valentine's  Day  was 
spent  most  delightfully  by  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Library  School  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dewey.  The  program,  which  had 
been  kept  a  secret  until  that  evening,  was  ar- 
ranged and  carried  out  entirely  by  the  junior 
class.  The  first  part  of  the  evening  was  spent 
in  dancing,  including  a  minuet  danced  by  four 
young  ladies  in  old-fashioned  costume. 

This  was  followed  by  the  appearance  of  a 
special  messenger,  laden  with  two  large  leather 
bags  filled  with  valentines.  The  valentines 
were  designed  and  written  by  the  junior  class, 
and  displayed  much  artistic  and  poetical  talent. 
A  large  pie,  with  crust  of  paper  and  "  filling"  of 
valentines,  was  then  set  before  the  guests,  and 
each  one  had  a  "  piece." 

This  unique  distribution  of  valentines  was 
followed  by  refreshments,  after  which  the  fun  of 
the  evening  rose  to  its  height  when  the  folding 
doors  were  drawn  aside  and  disclosed  "  Alice  in 
Wonderland  "  taking  tea  with  the  March  hare, 
the  Dormouse,  and  the  Hatter. 

The  dramatic  effects  of  this  amusing  scene 
were  most  cleverly  brought  out  both  by  the  cos- 
tumes and  the  acting,  and  called  forth  the  heart- 
iest laughter  and  applause.  No  one  could  by 
any  means  agree  with  "  Alice,"  who  said  "  that 
it  was  the  stupidest  tea  party  she  ever  was  at." 

LIBRARY  SCHOOL  EXAMINATIONS. 
THE  bound  volume  of  the  "  Regents'  examina- 
tion papers  for  1894,"  just  issued  by  the  State 
University  (392  p.  O.)  contains,  p.  259-296, 
the  library  examination  papers  of  the  past  year. 
There  are  23  papers,  covering  questions  in 
elementary  and  advanced  bibliography,  acces- 
sion department  and  shelf  department,  elemen- 
tary and  advanced  classification  and  cataloging, 
loan  systems,  library  buildings,  printing,  bind- 
ing, literature,  French  and  German.  The  ques- 
tions are  most  interesting  and  admirable  for 
their  scope  and  method  of  arrangement. 


State  Cibrarj)  SUeociationa. 


CONNECTICUT  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

THE  Connecticut  Library  Association  held  its 
fourth  annual  meeting  on  Feb.  22,  in  the  hall  of 
the  Normal  School,  New  Britain.  Professor 
Samuel  Hart,  D.D.,  the  president,  called  it  to 
order  and  introduced  Professor  Camp,  of  New 
Britain,  who  in  a  short  address  of  welcome  in- 
vited the  association  to  visit  the  Normal  School 
library  and  New  Britain  Institute.  Dr.  Hart  in 
his  reply  referred  to  the  work  of  the  Normal 
School  and  board  of  education  in  connection 
with  libraries.  After  the  reading  of  the  reports 
of  the  secretary  and  treasurer,  the  discussion  of 
the  morning  on  "  How  to  keep  libraries  clean  " 
was  opened  with  a  paper  by  Miss  Lucy  Butler, 
of  the  New  London  Public  Library.  The  paper 
advocated  a  thorough  cleaning  once  a  year  and 
mentioned  that  students  intthe  Paris  libraries 
are  now  obliged  to  wear  muzzles  in  order  to 
prevent  inhaling  microbes  from  ancient  dust. 
Several  librarians  spoke  in  favor  of  holding 
books  over  a  pan  of  water  and  brushing  them 
with  a  stiff  brush,  but  never  with  a  feather 
duster.  The  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  and 
Newton  Case  Library  in  this  city  are  so  near 
railroads  that  coal-dust  sifts  in  upon  the  books. 
The  Yale  library  is  not  swept,  but  cleaned  with 
a  wet  sponge  or  a  split  mop-stick  with  clamps 
and  a  ring.  Books  are  dusted  out-of-doors  in 
the  summer  vacation.  Several  libraries  clean 
a  few  shelves  every  day  and  as  soon  as  all  the 
books  have  been  dusted,  in  three  or  six  months, 
begin  again. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper,  of  New  Britain,  read 
a  paper  on  "  The  private  library."  A  private 
library,  he  said,  need  not  be  large,  but  must  be 
a  part  of  oneself  and  have  individuality  and 
character.  A  man  who  collects  books  merely 
for  rare  editions  and  elegant  bindings  does  not 
own  a  library.  Every  intelligent  young  person 
should  own  books  and  every  house  should  have 
its  own  little  library.  Books  and  a  garden  are 
the  two  most  graceful  appurtenances  of  a  home. 
One  should  buy  standard  books  to  the  extent  of 
at  least  two  or  three  great  authors,  resolving 
to  be  taught  by  them,  and  after  that  follow  one's 
own  hobby,  like  a  leading  business  man  in  New 
Britain,  who  owns  four  or  five  hundred  volumes 
on  the  Eastern  question.  One  of  the  chief 
functions  of  a  public  library  is  to  encourage  the 
ownership  of  books,  and  its  mission  is  not  ful- 
filled until  its  general  benefit  is  specialized. 
Librarians  in  small  towns  where  there  are  no 
booksellers  can  aid  readers  in  buying,  advise  as 
to  the  best  editions  and  make  arrangements  with 
dealers  in  large  cities  better  than  persons  not 
used  to  handling  books.  There  is  no  antagon- 
ism between  public  and  private  libraries.  In- 
timate association  with  the  few  does  not  shut  us 
out  from  the  many. 

Miss  Champlin,  of  the  Normal  School  library, 
read  a  paper  on  "  School  and  college  libraries," 
describing  the  difference  between  the  old  type 
of  college  library,  where  the  volumes  were 
rarely  distributed,  and  the  usefulness  of  a  new 
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one  under  a  trained  librarian.  She  recom- 
mended a  uniform  classification  for  school  and 
college  libraries,  in  order  that  a  high-school  pu- 
pil need  waste  no  time  in  college  in  learn- 
ing how  to  buy  books.  She  found  only  four 
out  of  20  college  libraries  which  do  not 
find  a  dictionary  catalog  more  useful  than  a 
classed  one.  Children  should  be  admitted  to 
school  libraries  as  soon  as  they  learn  how  to 
handle  books  carefully.  They  soon  learn  how 
to  use  a  catalog,  and  under  the  care  and  ad- 
vice of  a  school  librarian,  learn  to  have  a  nice 
sense  of  the  value  of  reading  and  learn  the  prac- 
tical use  of  books.  A  school  or  college  librarian 
should  have  the  general  knowledge  of  many 
subjects  which  a  college  training  gives,  should 
be  an  educator,  and  possess  the  true  spirit  of  ser- 
vice. Miss  Champlin  suggested  that  some  one 
wishing  to  endow  a  library  should  found  one  for 
children.  Mr.  Perry,  of  the  Newton  Case  Li- 
brary, thought  that  the  function  of  the  college 
library  is  being  absorbed  by  professors  who  are 
specialists. 

After  dinner  at  the  Russwin  the  following 
officers  were  elected  :  President,  Willis  K. 
Stetson,  of  the  New  Haven  Public  Library; 
vice-presidents,  Dr.  A.  S.  Beardsley  of  the  Plym- 
outh Library,  Professor  D.  N.  Camp,  of  New 
Britain;  C.  Amelia  Clark,  of  the  Acton  Library, 
Saybrook;  Jennie  A.  Ford,  of  the  Dunham  Li- 
brary, Willimantic;  Jonathan  Trumbull.of  the 
Otis  Library,  Norwich;  secretary,  Mary  A. 
Richardson,  of  the  New  London  Public  Library; 
assistant  secretary,  Angeline Scott,  of  the  South 
Norwalk  Public  Library;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Hills,  of  the  Bridgeport  Public  Library. 

A  paper  by  Mr.  W:  N.  Carlton,  of  the  Watkin- 
son  Library,  on  the  recent  Napoleon  exhibition 
at  that  library  was  read,  stating  that  400  illustra- 
tions, including  80  portraits  of  Napoleon,  rang- 
ing from  a  low-born  villain  tc  an  idealistic  demi- 
god, were  shown. 

The  Hon.  Leverett  Brainard  was  unable  to 
be  present  to  open  a  discussion  on  bookbinding, 
but  sent  C:  E.  Beebe,  of  Hartford,  who  exhibited 
various  styles  of  binding,  saying  that  both 
"  Russia"  and  "seal"  are  made  from  the  back 
of  the  same  animal,  the  common  domestic  cow. 
He  showed  the  binding  of  a  subscription  book, 
held  in  place  only  by  a  piece  of  cheesecloth,  and 
stated  that  books  are  often  kept  too  long  and 
used  too  much  before  they  are  rebound. 

Secretary  C.  D.  Hine,  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education,  spoke  on  the  work  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Public  Library  Committee. 

A  memorial  sketch  of  Mrs.  Martha  Todd  Hill, 
of  Stonington,  one  of  the  earliest  officers  of  the 
association,  prepared  by  her  husband,  the  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Hill,  was  read.  It  was  through  her 
efforts  that  the  Stonington  Public  Library  was 
founded. 

An  invitation  from  the  Bill  Memorial  Library 
in  Groton  for  the  next  meeting  was  read  by  the 
secretary,  and  referred  to  the  executive  commit- 
tee. The  association,  after  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  principal  of  the  Normal  School  and  the  other 
kind  friends  in  New  Britain  who  had  aided  in 
making  the  day  a  pleasant  one,  adjourned  late 
in  the  afternoon. 


PENNSYLVANIA  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  i4th  regular  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  Club  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  Feb- 
ruary ii,  at  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Mr.  George  Watson  Cole,  librarian  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  of  Jersey  City,  then  read  a 
paper  entitled  "American  libraries;  their  past, 
present,  and  future."  * 

A  discussion  followed  the  paper,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  open  shelves,  the  working  of  delivery 
stations  and  branch  libraries,  and  cards  for  the 
"two-book"  system  were  some  of  the  topics 
discussed.  [The  officers  elected  at  the  January 
meeting  are  as  follows  :  President,  John  Thom- 
son; vice-presidents,  Henry  J.  Carr  and  Alice 
B.  Kroeger;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Alfred 
Rigling.  The  names  as  given  in  the  previous 
report  were  incorrect.] 

ALFRED  RIGLING,  Secretary. 

OHIO  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

PURSUANT  to  a  call  issued  by  a  number  of 
the  leading  librarians  of  the  state,  a  meeting 
was  held  in  Columbus,  O.,  on  February  27  and 
28,  and  the  Ohio  Library  Association  was 
formed. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  Wednesday  even- 
ing, Feb.  27,  in  the  parlors  of  the  Neil  House, 
when  a  temporary  organization  was  effected. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Spielman,  of  the  Columbus  Public 
School  Library,  acted  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  Bur- 
rows, of  Chillicothe,  as  secretary. 

Thursday  morning  about  35  librarians 
and  others  in  sympathy  with  the  movement 
assembled  in  the  State  Library  and  completed 
the  organization  by  adopting  a  constitution 
broad  enough  in  its  scope  to  admit  as  members 
of  the  association  such  persons  as  are  inter- 
ested in  library  work  and  who  shall  be  recom- 
mended for  membership  by  the  executive  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Brett,  of  the  Cleveland  Public  Li- 
brary, was  unanimously  elected  president.  The 
other  officers  are  First  vice-president  Mrs. 
Frances  D.  Jermain,  of  the  Public  Library, 
Toledo;  second  vice-president,  Mr.  Robert  C. 
Woodward,  Springfield  Public  Library;  third 
vice-president,  Miss  Nana  A.  Newton,  of  Ports- 
mouth Public  Library  ;  secretary,  Miss  Board- 
man,  of  the  State  Library;  treasurer,  Mr.  Charles 
Orr,  of  the  Case  Library,  Cleveland.  These 
officers  constitute  the  executive  board  with  Mr. 
Rutherford  P.  Hayes,  of  Fremont,  who  was 
chosen  as  an  additional  and  advisory  member. 

The  final  business  session  was  held  Thursday 
evening,  in  the  Public  School  Library,  at  the 
close  of  which  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  for  all  courtesies  extended.  Mr.  Spiel- 
man then  invited  the  visitors  to  the  assembly- 
room,  where  refreshments  were  served,  and  a 
general  good  time  followed. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  association  will  be 
held  at  Cleveland,  during  October,  and  the  regu- 
lar sessions  annually  thereafter. 

ALICE  BoARDMAN,  Secretary. 


*  To  be  published  in  No.  3  of  the  "  Occasional  papers  " 
of  the  club. 
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WISCONSIN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  fourth  conference  of  the  Wisconsin  Li- 
brary Association  was  held  in  Madison,  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  February  13  and  14. 
1895.  The  conference  was  attended  by  55  per- 
sons— representatives  from  the  free  libraries  of 
Milwaukee,  Madison,  Fond  du  Lac,  La  Crosse, 
Green  Bay,  Eau  Claire,  Menomonie,  Neenah, 
Beaver  Dam,  Mineral  Point,  Fort  Atkinson,  and 
Oconomowoc,  and  by  representatives  from  the 
libraries  of  the  State  University,  the  State  His- 
torical Society  and  the  Public  Library  Associa- 
tion at  Whitewater.  Among  others  in  attend- 
ance were  Miss  Katherine  L.  Sharp,  director  of 
the  Library  Training  Class,  Armour  Institute, 
Chicago,  111.;  Trustees  Koeppen,  Peckham, 
Lindsay  and  Hamm,  Milwaukee  Public  Library; 
E.  A.  Birge,  Madison,  Wis.,  and  Senator  J.  H. 
Stout,  Menomonie  Memorial  Library. 

The  session  was  opened  with  an  address  by 
the  president,  F.  A.  Hutchins,  on  "  How  to 
organize  free  public  libraries  in  Wisconsin." 
The  president  stated  that  there  were  25  free  li- 
braries in  the  state,  of  which  15  had  been  organ- 
ized under  the  state  law.  No  library  which  has 
been  organized  under  this  law  has  died;  while 
nearly  all  the  libraries  which  have  charged  fees 
have  failed  and  the  few  subscription  libraries 
now  in  operation  have  a  very  limited  usefulness. 

As  a  first  step  towards  a  free  library,  the  peo- 
ple should  understand  its  purpose.  Too  often 
the  educated  people,  who  are  its  foremost  cham- 
pions, unwittingly  create  the  impression  that  a 
public  library  is  needed  mainly  as  a  resort  for 
boys  or  as  conveniences  for  professional  and 
cultivated  people  and  genteel  literary  clubs. 
These  are  false  notions.  The  main  purpose 
of  a  library  is  as  distinctly  educational  as  is 
that  of  the  school,  only  its  work  is  broader. 
It  commences  with  children  as  young  or  young- 
er than  those  the  school  takes,  it  follows  them 
through  the  school  life  and  then  becomes  their 
college,  whose  eclectic  courses  broaden  through 
a  life-time's  work. 

In  attempts  to  persuade  men  and  women,  it  is 
safe  to  rely  upon  the  strength  and  constancy  of 
parental  love  and  ambition,  and  when  you  have 
convinced  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  a  com- 
munity that  a  library  will  make  their  children 
better,  morally  and  mentally,  you  can  count 
upon  their  Influence  to  establish  it  and  upon 
their  subsequent  patronage. 

The  necessity  of  a  library  should  be  urged 
through  the  press,  upon  the  platform,  and  by 
private  appeals.  Include  in  the  canvass  all  citi- 
zens, irrespective  of  creed,  business,  or  politics, 
whether  they  are  educated  or  illiterate.  To  ig- 
nore any  class  is  to  imply  its  indifference  to  edu- 
cation and  frequently  to  make  its  leaders  hostile 
when  they  might  have  been  made  enthusiastic 
friends. 

The  success  of  a  library  depends  largely  upon 
the  wise  use  of  the  first  money  it  receives.  First 
of  all  comes  the  librarian — the  soul  of  the  li- 
brary. Neither  politics  nor  social,  family  or 
church  ties,  neither  kindly  private  relations  nor 
charitable  considerations  should  have  any  weight 
in  choosing  a  librarian.  Save  money  in  other 
ways,  but  not  by  employing  a  forceless  man  or 


woman.  A  librarian  should  be  a  leader  and  a 
teacher,  earnest,  enthusiastic,  and  intelligent, 
able  to  win  the  confidence  of  children,  and  wise 
to  lead  them  by  easy  stages  from  good  books  to 
the  best  and  to  train  them  to  be  intelligent 
students. 

Then  comes  the  choice  of  books.  These 
should  be  good  and  wholesome  and  interesting 
— not  necessarily  interesting  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Smith,  who  frequently  chooses  them,  but  to 
plain  John  Smith,  the  laborer,  and  his  children. 
They  should  be  largely  for  the  children,  because 
children  are  more  easily  trained  to  enjoy  good 
books  than  adults,  because  the  homes  are  best 
reached  through  them  and  because  every  one 
loves  the  great  children's  classics. 

The  public  library  should  be  as  much  like  the 
home  library  as  possible.  Its  shelves  should  be 
accessible  to  every  one.  People  may  thus  be  en- 
couraged in  the  study  of  subjects  for  which  they 
have  special  mental  aptitudes,  whether  these 
may  be  in  the  higher  forms  of  literature  or 
whether  they  relate  to  the  practical  processes 
by  which  mechanics  earn  their  daily  wages. 

Libraries  started  with  an  assured  income, 
with  the  right  spirit,  a  good  librarian  and  enter- 
taining books  can  hardly  fail  of  success.  Many 
problems  will  arise  as  the  library  grows,  but 
great  help  may  always  be  obtained  from  the 
experience  of  other  libraries.  The  final  word 
of  counsel  to  those  organizing  libraries  may 
well  be  to  get  into  touch  with  their  co-workers 
in  other  libraries,  so  that  this  great  fund  of 
experience  may  be  constantly  at  their  service. 

A  paper  on  "  The  province  of  the  Wisconsin 
Library  Association"  was  read  by  the  secretary. 
The  objects  of  the  association  were  said  to  be 
threefold:  first  the  encouragement  of  the  found- 
ing of  libraries;  second,  assisting  those  already 
established  ;  third,  fostering  a  fraternal  spirit 
among  librarians. 

Miss  Anna  E.  Hanscome,  La  Crosse  Library, 
read  an  interesting  paper  on  the  "  Adaptation 
of  libraries  to  local  needs."  She  advocated 
special  collections  to  meet  special  needs  in  manu- 
facturing communities  ;  a  Children's  Day,  with 
special  lectures  to  children,  etc. 

Miss  L.  M.  Sutermeister,  Eau  Claire  Library, 
followed  with  an  instructive  address  on  "  The 
value  of  a  classified  arrangement  of  books  to 
librarians  and  readers."  Miss  Sutermeister 
showed  the  absolute  necessity  of  such  time- 
saving  methods  in  modern  library  economy. 
This  address  was  followed  by  five-minute  re- 
ports from  libraries. 

At  the  evening  session.  President  Charles 
Kendall  Adams,  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
delivered  an  address  on  the  "  Educational 
power  of  a  library."  Professor  J.  C.  Freeman, 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  spoke  on  "  Li- 
braries and  university  extension,"  in  which  he 
attacked  the  travelling  library  idea,  as  tend- 
ing to  keep  people  from  owning  the  standard 
works  of  literature.  The  travelling  library,  as 
used  in  university  extension  work,  was  warmly 
defended  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Thwaites,  secretary  of 
the  Historical  Society,  who  had  used  such  libra- 
ries with  great  success.  Prof.  E.  A.  Birge,  of 
the  University  of  Wisconsin,  urged  greater  co- 
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operation  between  libraries  and  university  ex- 
tension work.  In  his  department  —  biology  — 
he  rarely  found  in  libraries  even  the  simplest 
works  upon  his  subject.  The  study  which  should 
accompany  and  follow  an  extension  course  de- 
pends largely  upon  the  resources  of  the  local 
public  library. 

At  the  Round  Table  Conference,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  February  14,  papers  were  read  on  the 
following  topics,  succeeded  by  interesting  dis- 
cussions :  "Selection  of  books,"  Miss  A.  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Milwaukee  Public  Library  ; 
"  Purposes  of  a  card  catalog,"  Mrs.  S.  H.  Miner, 
Madison  ;  "  Bound  periodicals  —  how  to  get  and 
how  to  use  them,"  Miss  M.  J.  Doolittle,  Beaver 
Dam  ;  "  Children's  rights  In  a  small  library," 
Miss  A.  H.  McDonnell,  Green  Bay  ;  "  The  best 
books  for  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  grades,"  L. 
E.  Gettle,  Library  Clerk  State  Superintendent's 
Office ;  "Question-box,"  under  direction  of 
Miss  M.  M.  Oakley,  Madison,  Wis. 

The  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to  the 
Trustees'  Section  and  proved  to  be  most 
helpful  and  suggestive.  Miss  Katherine  L. 
Sharp,  director  of  the  Training  Class,  Armour 
Institute,  in  a  carefully  prepared  paper  on"  The 
library  school  and  training  classes,"  showed 
their  differences  and  points  of  resemblance,  the 
aims  and  scope  of  each.  The  paper  was  followed 
by  the  closest  attention  and  much  interest  in  the 
work  subsequently  evinced. 

Prof.  E.  A.  Birge,  trustee  of  the  Madison 
Library,  followed  with  a  keen  yet  genial  talk 
on  "  The  choice  of  a  librarian,"  and  "The  li- 
brarian from  the  trustee's  point  of  view." 

Dr.  Birge  said  that  the  librarian  must  possess 
all  the  cardinal  virtues  as  a  matter  of  course. 
Besides  this  foundation  he  should  have,  first,  ex- 
ecutive ability,  which,  Dr.  Birge  held,  included 
a  capacity  for  initiative  with  his  trustees;  second, 
a  power  which  for  lack  of  a  better  term  he  called 
"  book-sense  ";  and  third  the  knack  of  getting 
his  books  into  the  hands  of  his  people.  Dr.  Birge 
considers  that  the  trustee,  as  compared  with  the 
librarian,  is  a  very  unimportant  factor  in  the 
library. 

Miss  Theresa  West,  Milwaukee  Public  Li- 
brary followed  Dr.  Birge  in  the  complementary 
paper  on  "  The  trustees  from  the  librarian's 
point  of  view." 

Miss  West  drew  attention  to  the  difference  in 
the  purpose  of  the  city  or  town  library  of  to-day 
from  that  of  the  library  of  the  past.  The  first  is 
primarily  for  the  education  of  the  people.  The 
second  was  primarily  for  the  preservation  of 
books.  This  difference  in  purpose  demands  a  more 
liberal  policy  and  more  varied  capacities  on  the 
part  of  the  trustees.  Trustees  are  rarely  appointed 
except  they  have  attained  a  certain  eminence  for 
some  quality,  either  knowledge  of  books,  busi- 
ness sagacity,  known  integrity  or  political 
power.  Each  of  these  qualities  may  be  almost 
equally  valuable  to  the  library.  Trustees  were 
urged  to  appoint  librarians  whom  they  trusted 
and  then  to  grant  freedom  to  execute,  to  give 
power  and  exact  results.  The  question  was 
suggested  whether  trustees  did  not  accept  limi- 
tations for  their  libraries  from  lack  of  funds 
which  need  not  be  accepted  if  the  trustees  would 


fully  use  the  power  and  influence  which  they 
possessed  in  the  community. 

Dr.  Geo.  W.  Peckham,  superintendent  of 
schools  and  ex-ojficio  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  Milwaukee  Public  Library,  presented 
a  paper  on  "  State  library  commissions,"  giv- 
ing the  history  of  those  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire  and  showing  what  may  be 
gained  by  similar  laws  in  Wisconsin.  A  bill 
creating  a  state  library  commission,  which  had 
been  previously  Introduced  into  the  legislature 
by  Senator  J.  H.  Stout,  trustee  of  the  Menomo- 
nie  Library,  received  the  unanimous  support  of 
the  Association,  and  a  committee  of  five  was 
appointed  to  aid  in  furthering  its  passage. 

The  president  announced  that  Senator  J.  H. 
Stout  had  volunteered  to  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  a  Summer  School  in  Library  Economy, 
in  connection  with  the  Summer  School  of  the 
State  University. 

Miss  Katherine  L.  Sharp  was  unanimously 
elected  the  first  honorary  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Officers  for  1895-96:  President,  F.  A.  Hutch- 
ins,  Madison;  vice-president,  Miss  Anna  McDon- 
nell, Green  Bay  ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Miss 
L.  E.  Stearns.  LUTIE  E.  STEARNS,  Secretary, 

IOWA  LIBRARY  SOCIETY. 

THE  Iowa  Library  Society  held  its  fifth  annual 
meeting  in  Des  Moines,  Dec.  26-27,  1894.  For 
the  first  time  the  society  met  as  a  section  of  the 
State  Teachers'  Association.  On  account  of  ill- 
ness, President  T.  S.  Parvin  and  Vice-President 
Mrs.  Ada  North  were  unable  to  attend,  and 
Hon.  H.  W.  Lathrop  was  chosen  president  pro 
tern. 

The  privileges  and  duties  of  library  trustees, 
the  diffusion  of  information  concerning  our  li- 
braries throughout  the  state,  and  plans  for  li- 
brary instruction  in  the  state  were  the  principal 
topics  discussed. 

The  following  addresses  were  presented: 

Opening  address  —  President  Parvin,  i- 
brarian  Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids. 

Report  of  the  acts  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  relation  to  public  libraries  —  Judge  G:  W. 
Wakefield,  president  board  of  trustees,  Sioux 
City  Public  Library. 

Reference  work  :  its  demands  and  the  best 
methods  of  improving  them  —  Miss  Ella  M. 
McLoney,  librarian  Des  Moines  Public  Library. 

A  public  library  a  necessity  in  every  town  and 
city  of  the  state  —  Hon.  C.  H.  Gatch,  president 
board  of  trustees,  Des  Moines  Public  Library. 

How  and  by  whom  should  library  assistants  be 
employed?  —  Mrs.  Stella  B.  Morse,  Des  Moines. 

The  relation  of  trustees  to  their  libraries  — 
Judge  Wakefield,  trustee  Sioux  City  Public 
Library. 

The  relation  of  our  public  libraries  to  each 
other  and  to  the  people  of  the  state —  Hon.  H. 
W.  Lathrop,  librarian  State  Historical  Society, 
Iowa  City. 

A  practical  course  of  study  suited  to  the  needs 
of  Iowa  libraries  —  Miss  Esther  Crawford, 
librarian  Sioux  City  Public  Library. 

Duties  of  trustees  of  public  libraries  and  how 
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they  may  be  best  discharged  —  Hon.  D.  W. 
Bloomer,  president  board  of  trustees,  Council 
Bluffs  Public  Library. 

What  are  a  librarian's  qualifications  ? — Mrs. 
Mary  W.  Loomis,  Cherokee. 

Public  libraries  in  connection  with  our  public 
schools,  their  teachers  and  pupils  —  Hon.  Alonzo 
Abernethy,  principal  Cedar  Valley  Seminary, 
Osage. 

Officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  as 
follows  :  President,  J.  W.  Rich,  librarian  State 
University,  Iowa  City  ;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Stella  B.  Morse,  Des  Moines  ;  secretary,  Miss 
Ella  M.  McLoney,  Des  Moines  Public  Library; 
treasurer,  Miss  Babb,  librarian  Indianola  Public 
Library.  MARY  W.  LOOMIS,  Secretary. 


NEW  YORK  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  February  meeting  of  the  New  York 
Library  Club  was  held  at  the  Methodist  Li- 
brary on  Thursday,  Feb.  14,  the  subject  being, 
"  Help  of  libraries  in  training  for  citizenship." 

President  Poole  said  that  the  idea  of  bringing 
up  this  subject  for  discussion  came  to  him 
through  correspondence  with  a  gentleman  in  the 
West,  who  has  been  engaged  for  some  time  in 
laying  out  plans  to  interest  boys  in  govern- 
ment. He  has  talks  by  prominent  men  to  which 
all  the  boys  are  invited,  excursions  to  places  of 
historic  interest,  and  mock  voting  contests  to 
teach  them  the  Australian  system.  Some  of 
his  ideas  might  well  be  introduced  into  our 
public  schools,  for  we  are  living  in  peculiar 
times,  with  corruption  and  misgovernment 
everywhere,  and  it  is  of  the  highest  importance 
that  the  boys  have  right  ideas  instilled  in  them. 
It  is  the  librarian's  place  to  help  forward  in 
this  great  work.  He  should  put  on  the  shelves 
books  which  will  interest  the  boys  in  our  govern- 
ment, inspire  them  with  ideas  of  honesty  and 
teach  them  that  our  rulers  are  our  servants. 
Among  the  books  recommended  for  this  pur- 
pose are  :  Prof.  Seeley's  "  Citizenship,"  "  The 
Century  book  for  young  Americans,"  "  What  a 
boy  saw  in  the  army,"  Parkhurst's  "  Our  fight 
with  Tammany,"  Hoffman's  "  Sphere  of  state," 
and  Conkling's  "  City  government  in  the  U.  S." 
Every  library  should  also  have  the  February 
Bulletin  of  the  Providence  Public  Library, 
which  contains  a  bibliographical  list  on  municipal 
government. 

At  the  Brooklyn  Y.  M.  C.  A.  a  series  of 
sociological  talks  have  been  given  by  such  men 
as  R.  R.  Bowker,  Jacob  Riis,  and  Judge  White, 
and  great  enthusiasm  has  been  aroused  which 
has  resulted  in  forming  classes  in  Christian 
sociology  and  civil  government.  By  this 
means  the  use  of  the  library  is  stimulated  and 
people,  being  brought  to  think  along  lines  of 
government  soon  learn  to  think  along  right 
lines,  and,  being  made  to  realize  their  position 
towards  society,  are  ready  to  do  their  part  to- 
wards making  it  right. 
At  the  Railroad  Men's  Branch  of  the  Y.  M. 


C.  A.  nothing  has  been  done  on  the  special 
line  of  good  government,  but  a  course  of  select 
reading  has  been  made  up,  different  distin- 
guished men  having  been  asked  to  select  the 
10  best  books  in  their  line  of  study.  Thus,  Drs. 
Vincent  and  Cuyler  selected  books  on  religion, 
George  Gunton  on  economics,  Hamilton  Mabie 
on  fiction,  Theodore  Roosevelt  on  travel,  and 
Justin  Winsor  on  English  and  American  history. 
These  books  have  been  put  together  in  the  form 
of  the  travelling  libraries  and  little  pamphlets 
have  been  printed  with  the  list  of  books  and 
rules  of  the  course. 

Mr.  Pasko  thought  that  the  fires  of  patriotism 
were  dying  out  in  the  United  States,  and  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  librarian  to  stir  them  up. 
All  dull  books,  like  the  majority  of  lives  and 
speeches,  should  be  kept  out  of  sight,  while 
such  books  as  Parkman's  should  be  brought 
prominently  before  the  reader. 

Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  gave  a  very  interesting  ac- 
count of  how  he  secured  books  and  magazines 
for  the  soldiers,  in  the  time  of  the  war,  at  half 
price,  realizing  the  necessity  for  this  after  see- 
ing with  what  eagerness  they  read  anything  they 
could  get  hold  of,  even  the  cheapest  and  trashi- 
est of  books.  Mr.  Nelson  then  called  on  him  to 
explain  his  method  of  preserving  newspapers 
and  periodicals.  As  the  Methodist  Library  re- 
ceives a  great  number  of  these,  it  was  necessary 
to  find  the  cheapest  and  most  convenient  way  of 
disposing  of  them,  a  problem  which  he  has 
solved  to  his  satisfaction  by  using  manilla  rope 
paper.  This  must  be  folded  the  way  of  the  grain 
and  with  the  convex  side  out,  and  when  so  treat- 
ed adapts  itself  readily  to  the  shape  of  the  vol- 
ume within,  thus  taking  up  no  more  space  than 
is  necessary,  and  forming  a  very  durable  cover. 
It  is  a  method  which  must  be  seen  and  explained 
in  order  to  be  appreciated,  and  all  librarians  who 
have  problems  of  that  nature  to  deal  with  should 
not  fail  to  call  on  Dr.  Thomas  for  the  explana- 
tion. 

The  club  then  spent  adelightful'hour  looking 
ove.r  the  immense  building  of  the  Methodist 
Book  Concern. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  members 
of  the  club:  E.  B.  Woodruff,  Jane  Austen  Rus- 
sell. Helen  E.  Haines,  Judge  W:  Ware  Peck, 
G.  J.  McAndrew,  John  C.  Sickley,  Mary  E.  Mer- 
rington,  Louis  Evans  Shipman,  and  Mrs.  Dora 
E.  Miller.  HARRIET  B.  PRESCOTT,  Secretary. 

CHICAGO  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

A  VERY  interesting  meeting  of  the  Chicago 
Library  Club  was  held  on  the  appointed  date, 
Friday  evening,  Feb.  8.  By  invitation  of  Mrs. 
Zella  Allen  Dixson,  the  meeting  was  held  at 
the  University  of  Chicago  in  the  chapel  of  Cobb 
Hall.  Despite  a  cold  and  stormy  evening,  a 
goodly  number  were  present  and  the  rooms  of 
the  University  made  a  delightful  meeting-place. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Miss 
Lydia  A.  Dexter,  of  the  Newberry  Library.  The 
program,  combining  excellent  musical  and 
literary  features,  was  opened  by  a  piano  solo  by 
Mr.  James  F.  Baldwin.  The  regular  club 
business,  reading  of  minutes,  etc.,  was  then 
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carried  through,  followed  by  a  violin  solo  by 
Miss  Charlotte  Capen.  Mrs.  Dixson  then  gave 
an  address  on  "  Departmental  libraries,"  treat- 
ing especially  of  the  methods  used  in  the 
University  of  Chicago.  The  program  was 
interesting  throughout,  and  the  only  disap- 
pointment to  those  present  was  that  all  of  the 
club  members  could  not  have  been  present  to 
enjoy  it.  The  meeting  was  closed  by  a  "  per- 
sonally conducted  tour "  among  the  depart- 
mental libraries  in  the  University  buildings, 
under  charge  of  Mr.  Clarence  A.  Torrey,  who 
is  Mrs.  Dixson's  able  lieutenant  in  the  super- 
vision of  these  libraries,  and  who  explained  in 
detail  their  workings  and  gave  practical  object- 
lessons  that  well  illustrated  Mrs.  Dixson's  previ- 
ous description. 

E:  L.  BURCHARD,  Secretary. 


(Econcms  an& 


LOCAL. 

Brookline  (Mass.)  P.  L.  An  interesting  ex- 
hibit of  pictorial  posters  was  opened  in  the 
Brookline  Public  Library  on  Feb.  12,  and  con- 
tinued for  two  weeks.  The  exhibit,  which  was 
the  first  of  its  kind  given  by  a  library,  attracted 
much  attention  and  was  excellently  representa- 
tive of  the  best  work  in  modern  "poster art." 
It  comprised  about  105  examples,  principally 
advertisements  of  prominent  magazines  and  new 
books,  by  Beardsley,  Penfield,  Cheret,  Grasset, 
Bradley,  Rhead  and  others  ;  most  of  the  ex- 
amples were  contributed  by  leading  publishers. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Pratt  Institute  F.  L.  The 
original  intention  of  devoting  the  handsome  new 
building,  now  in  construction,  to  the  uses  of  a 
museum,  fine  arts  building  and  library  combined 
has  been  abandoned,  and  the  building  will  be 
entirely  given  up  to  the  library,  which  will  thus 
be  largely  extended  and  much  improved  in  ad- 
ministration. As  already  noted  (L.  j.,  19:  389), 
work  on  the  building  was  begun  in  October, 
1894.  It  is  now  rapidly  rearing. completion,  and 
by  June  i  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  ready  for 
public  use.  It  is  intimated  that  the  erection  of 
a  third  building,  to  be  devoted  to  art  uses  is 
planned  by  the  trustees. 

Cambridge  (Mass.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  2724; 
total  46,770.  Issued,  home  use  119,631  (fict. 
45  £);ref.  use,  5768  (this  covers  only  books  issued 
from  the  circulating  department).  Issued  on 
teachers'  cards  693;  school  delivery  5325.  No. 
cardholders  7073. 

The  trustees  devote  most  of  their  report  to  an 
earnest  tribute  to  Miss  A.  L.  Hayward,  the  late 
librarian.  Since  her  death  in  October,  1894,  the 
charge  of  the  library  has  devolved  upon  Miss 
Etta  L.  Russell,  who  has  carried  on  most  suc- 
cessfully the  work  of  administration.  The  new 
librarian,  Mr.  W.  L.  R.  Gifford,  had  not  assumed 
his  duties  at  the  time  the  report  was  concluded. 
During  the  year  past  the  library  has  been  re- 
modelled and  improved,  allowing  opportunity 
for  future  extension.  One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant changes  was  the  establishment  of  a  children's 


room,  modelled  in  a*  measure  npon  that  of  the 
Brookline  Public  Library.  This  was  largely 
Miss  Hayward's  own  plan  and  she  was  most 
active  in  its  preparation.  Speaking  of  the  li- 
brary in  its  improved  form  Miss  Russell  says  : 

"  No  more  precious  legacy  could  have  been 
left  by  our  beloved  librarian  than  this  library, 
equipped  as  it  is  for  broad  and  useful  work.  To 
those  daily  associated  with  her,  the  memory  of 
her  faithful,  conscientious  spirit,  and  her  readi- 
neis  in  serving  others,  will  ever  be  an  incentive 
and  inspiration.  By  her  thoughtful  consideration, 
her  unvarying  kindness  and  sympathy,  her  rare 
justice,  she  endeared  herself  to  all,  and  won  the 
deepest  love  and  respect." 

The  trustees  say :  "  It  Is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  structure  of  the  building  does  not 
permit  us  to  go  very  much  farther  in  the 
direction  of  freer  access  to  the  shelves  —  which 
is  the  modern  tendency  in  libraries  — the  space 
for  readers  in  the  stack-room  itself  being  so 
very  limited.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
main  works  on  American  history  —  the  de- 
partment most  consulted  —  should  be  brought 
together  in  the  room  not  yet  appropriated, 
over  the  children's  room,  and  that  all  students 
of  that  department  should  have  free  access 
there.  This  will  be  virtually  an  enlargement 
of  the  reference  librarv,  implying  few,  if  any, 
additional  restrictions." 

Among  the  problems  confronting  the  library 
staff  are  the  reshelving  and  renumbering  the 
books  under  an  improved  classification,  the 
need  of  a  new  complete  card  catalog,  and  the 
desirability  of  a  classification  and  arrangement 
of  pamphlets  and  public  documents. 

Cleveland,  O.  Case  L.  The  remodelled 
Case  Library  was  opened  with  an  informal  re- 
ception on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  Feb. 
2.  As  altered,  the  library  occupies  three  floors 
of  the  Case  business  block.  The  first  floor  is  de- 
voted to  the  circulating  department,  the  second 
is  given  up  to  the  reference  department,  and  the 
third  is  reserved  for  periodicals;  all  the  floors 
are  finished  in  highly  polished  quartered  oak. 
There  are  about  20  bookcases  on  each  floor,  con- 
taining the  library's  35,000  v.  The  rooms  are 
lighted  by  gas  and  electricity,  and  the  fit- 
tings and  furniture  are  of  the  newest  and  most 
approved  description.  The  Case  Library  is  an 
outgrowth  of  the  Young  Men's  Literary  Society 
of  Cleveland,  established  in  1846;  it  received  the 
building  in  which  the  library  is  located  as  a  be- 
quest from  Leonard  Case,  which  also  gave  it  its 
present  name.  In  June,  1894,  the  library  was 
closed  for  the  alterations  which  have  just  been 
completed.  The  cost  of  the  improvements  ex- 
ceeded $40,000,  but  the  remodelling  of  the 
building  means  a  new  era  to  the  library,  for  not 
only  are  its  own  possibilities  extended,  but  the 
changes  in  the  building  will  lead  to  increased 
rentals,  thus  "swelling  the  library's  income,  and 
permitting  a  more  liberal  policy  in  the  purchase 
of  books.  A  start  has  been  made  towards  the 
formation  of  a  music  library,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected will  develop  into  an  important  depart- 
ment. 

Colorado  State  Z.,  Denver.     Added  1513;  total 
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11,240;  issued  105.  Of  the  11,240 books  reported, 
but  8880  are  on  the  shelves,  the  remainder  be- 
ing stored  with  the  secretary  of  state. 

Denver  (Col.)  City  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  1251  ; 
total  26,063.  Issued,  home  use  151,403;  lib. 
use  19,309. 

Detroit  (Mich.}  P.  L.  The  library  of  the  De- 
troit Medical  Library;  Association  has  been 
presented  to  the  Public  Library  by  the  members 
of  the  association.  The  only  condition  to  the 
gift  was  the  proviso  that  the  collection  be  kept 
as  a  separate  department  of  the  library. 

Glen  Cove,  L.  I.  The  organization  of  a  pub- 
lic library  for  Glen  Cove  is  progressing  rapidly. 
A  room  has  been  furnished  with  adequate  shelv- 
ing and  a  number  of  books  have  been  given  as  a 
nucleus.  The  library  has  also  been  designated 
as  a  depository  for  the  publications  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution;  it  will  also  probably  become  a 
borrower  of  the  New  York  State  "travelling 
libraries." 

Hartford,  Ct.  Watkinson  L.  An  interesting 
' '  Napoleon  exhibition  "  was  opened  at  the  library 
early  in  January.  It  comprised  books,  prints, 
and  pictures  illustrating  the  life  and  times  of  the 
emperor,  and  was  surprisingly  full  and  varied. 
Over  400  pictures  were  shown,  arranged  to  illus- 
trate i,  the  Bonaparte  family  ;  2,  the  French 
Revolution  and  Egyptian  expedition  ;  3,  the 
Consulate  and  empire,  the  Hundred  Days  and 
St.  Helena;  4,  the  architecture,  manners,  and 
customs  of  the  times.  There  were  80  portraits 
of  Napoleon,  reproductions  of  many  well-known 
historical  pictures  in  which  Napoleon  figures, 
and  many  interesting  prints,  books,  and  relics  il- 
lustrating the  subject.  The  exhibition  was  most 
successful;  the  attendance  was  large  and  appre- 
ciative; and  the  display  has  been  the  means  of 
introducing  the  library  to  many  persons  who 
would  otherwise  have  remained  unacquainted 
with  it. 

Harvard  Univ.  L.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  (l7th 
rpt.)  Added  15,788  v.;  total  437,747  v.,  350,368 
pm.  Besides  this  total  the  books  shelved  in 
dept.  libraries,  and  not  included  in  the  forego- 
ing figures,  amount  to  11,631  v.  Issued  from 
Gore  Hall  105,060. 

"  It  is  the  observation  of  those  in  charge 
of  the  reference  service,  of  which  no  sta- 
tistics are  kept,  that  it  is  constantly  in- 
creasing year  by  year,  and  that  the  increase 
for  last  year  was  very  great."  During  the 
year  1162  books  were  borrowed  by  students  of 
Radcliffe  College,  and  249  "admission  cards" 
to  the  shelves  were  issued  for  purposes  of  spe- 
cial research.  "  Eighteen  years  ago  only  57  % 
of  the  college  students  used  the  library.  In  the 
last  year,  of  the  1656  undergraduates,  only  359 
failed  to  borrow  books,  and  of  this  last  number 
301  drew  out  reserve  books.  This  reduces  the 
number  of  students  who  made  no  recorded  use 
of  the  library  to  58  out  of  a  total  of  1656." 

"  The  number  of  volumes  which  failed  to 
be  accounted  for  was  165,  a  large  increase  over 
last  year,  and  equal  to  the  loss  in  1891,  when 
a  professional  thief  made  depredations.  Of 


those  reported  missing  in  previous  years  26 
were  found  in  their  places,  having  been  silently 
returned  during  the  year.  Of  books  reported 
missing  since  1883  there  are  still  598  unaccounted 
for;  396  having  disappeared  from  the  reserved 
books,  and  202  from  the  stack.  Of  these  165 
unaccounted-for  volumes  of  the  year  just  closed 
121  have  disappeared  from  the  books  of  refer- 
ence, reserved  books,  and  other  collections  ex- 
posed to  the  handling  of  all  frequenters  of  the 
library,  the  other  44  having  disappeared  from 
the  shelves  to  which  only  the  staff  of  the 
library,  officers  of  the  college,  and  a  limited 
number  of  other  persons  have  access.  In  the 
stack,  fewer  cases  than  usual  of  disarrangement 
were  discovered,  owing  to  a  supervision  of  the 
shelves  during  the  winter,  only  124  books  being 
found  on  wrong  shelves.  This  unsatisfactory 
condition  has  grown  out  of  various  causes:  First, 
as  regards  the  stack,  it  is  open  to  the  entire  staff 
of  instruction;  to  students  who  bold  cards  of 
admission;  to  the  library  staff;  and  to  an  occa- 
sional special  investigator.  Such  an  aggregate 
of  frequenters  will  have  an  inevitable  percentage 
of  careless  people,  to  use  no  harsher  term.  Sec- 
ondly, as  regards  the  reserved  and  reference 
books,  they  are  practically  open  to  the  handling 
of  any  one  who  chooses  to  touch  them,  and 
offer  a  field  for  depredation  to  any  irresponsible 
person,  who  places  the  selfish  enjoyment  of  a 
book  or  the  pecuniary  gain  of  its  possession 
higher  than  honesty,  or  who  finds  no  convenient 
opportunity  for  rectifying  acts  of  aberration  or 
thoughtlessness.  The  worst  feature  of  the  trans- 
action is  the  despicable  disregard  of  the  rights 
of  fellow- students,  who  are  thus  deprived  of  the 
use  of  such  books." 

During  the  year  9969  titles  were  cataloged 
by  the  catalog  department,  which  was  somewhat 
reduced  by  resignations  from  its  staff.  Among 
the  additions  to  the  library  were  a  large  part  of 
the  library  of  Francis  Parkman,  a  collection  on 
angling  and  fish  culture  given  by  Mr.  John  Bart- 
lett,  and  other  important  accessions;  most  of 
these  still  await  cataloging.  The  89  maps  be- 
longing to  the  Parkman  collection  have  been 
arranged  in  the  map  department,  and  a  list  of 
their  subjects  is  given  in  the  report .  Financially 
the  library  is  hampered  and  restricted  by  lack  of 
funds,  which  not  only  reduces  the  accessions,  but 
materially  affects  the  convenience  and  use  of  the 
collection.  Prof.  Winsor  says:  "What  I  have 
repeatedly  said  about  the  insufficiency  of  Gore 
Hall,  for  the  uses  of  the  library,  I  can  only  repeat 
with  renewed  emphasis:  '  I  have  exhausted  the 
language  of  warning  and  anxiety,  in  represent- 
ing the  totally  inadequate  accommodations  for 
books  and  readers  which  Gore  Hall  affords. 
Each  12  months  brings  us  nearer  to  a  chaotic 
condition.  The  library  goes  on  with  its  natu- 
ral accessions,  and  friends  of  learning  give  us 
the  means  to  add  more  and  more  to  our  growth. 
We  have  as  yet  no  assurance  to  give  them  that 
their  gifts  can  be  properly  cared  for,  and  the  use 
of  their  books  properly  regulated  for  the  gen- 
eral good.'  During  the  year  (in  March  and 
April)  we  found  it  necessary  to  box  up  15,000 
volumes  and  store  them  beyond  reach,  in  order 
to  make  room  for  new  accessions,  believed  to  be 
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of  larger  present  interest.  In'  selecting  these 
books  to  be  put  aside,  the  records  of  circulation 
were  examined  to  lead  us  to  the  choice  of  those 
in  least  demand.  The  removal,  however,  was 
no  sooner  made  than  complaints  began  to  come 
in  of  the  deprivations  which  by  this  act  were  im- 
posed on  the  frequenters  of  the  library.  This  is 
a  sufficient  answer,  if  one  be  needed,  to  the  un- 
reasoning demand,  sometimes  made  of  large 
libraries,  that  their  shelves  shall  be  thinned  out 
by  discarding  useless  books.  Every  librarian  of 
large  experience  knows  that  there  are  no  such 
books.  A  university  library,  which  is  the  lead- 
ing one  in  the  country,  needs,  above  all  others, 
to  answer  every  bibliographical  inquiry  by  pro- 
ducing the  book.  Merit  is  but  one  test  of  the 
value  of  a  book  to  a  large  library." 

Helena  (Mont.)  P.  L.  Financial  difficulties 
have  seriously  hampered  the  work  of  the  library 
for  the  past  six  months.  Lack  of  funds  and 
of  sufficient  force  has  compelled  the  interruption 
of  the  cataloging  and  the  resources  of  the  li- 
brary are  not  equal  to  the  demands  made  upon 
it.  In  the  Bulletin  for  January,  1895— the  first 
issued  since  June  of  the  previous  year  —  the 
authorities  say:  "The  overcrowded  condition 
at  the  library  is  apparent  to  all.  The  book- 
shelves are  entirely  full.  Some  books  have  al- 
ready been  taken  away  to  the  store-room  and 
more  will  have  to  be  removed.  Even  the  tops 
of  the  cases  have  to  be  utilized.  The  reading- 
rooms  become  uncomfortably  filled  with  readers 
and  some  have  to  go  away  for  lack  of  accommo- 
dations. New  chairs  have  been  bought,  but  the 
reading-room  space  is  not  half  large  enough. 
The  facilities  for  heating  are  not  sufficient  to 
keep  the  rooms  comfortably  warm  in  cold 
weather.  The  whole  support  of  the  library 
comes  from  a  tax  on  the  property  of  the  city  of 
one-half-mill  on  the  dollar,  yielding  this  year 
about  $6500.  This  is  less  than  former  years 
on  account  of  a  reduction  of  the  assessment 
from  over  $20,000,000  in  1891  to  about  $13,500,- 
ooo  in  1894.  The  library  is  confronted  each 
year  with  a  reduction  in  revenue,  while  patron- 
age and  the  work  that  patronage  brings  is  con- 
tinually increasing." 

Indianapolis  (Ind.)  P.  L.  A  bill  taking  the 
Public  Library  out  of  the  hands  of  the  school 
board  and  placing  it  under  the  control  of  a 
board  of  directors  was  passed  by  the  legislature 
on  Feb.  13.  The  bill  provides  for  six  directors, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  circuit  judge  and  the 
county  clerk,  who  shall  have  control  of  all  li- 
brary property,  heretofore  vested  in  the  board  of 
school  commissioners.  All  employees  of  the  li- 
brary are  placed  under  a  system  of  civil  service 
rules,  and  except  in  the  case  of  the  librarian, 
assistant  librarian  and  secretary,  places  will  be 
given  only  on  competitive  examinations. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.}  P.  L.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
board  of  education  early  in  February  W.  F. 
Hackney,  the  architect  of  the  board,  was  ap- 
pointed as  architect  of  the  new  public  library 
building  and  directed  to  draw  up  plans  for  the 
building.  A  site  for  the  building  has  already 
been  secured;  it  is  in  a  central  location,  opposite 


the  Y.   M.   C.  A.  building,  and  cost  $30,000. 
The  library  building  is  to  cost  $200,000. 

Kansas  State  Agricultural  College  L.,  Man- 
hattan, (gth  biennial  rpt.)  Added  2459;  total 
18,488.  "During  the  past  two  years,  the 
growth  of  the  library  has  depended  almost  en- 
tirely upon  the  college  itself.  An  insignificant 
appropriation  of  $250  was  made  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1893.  The  same  amount  was 
available  for  the  preceding  year.  This  sum 
was  barely  enough  to  pay  for  the  periodicals  for 
the  reading-room.  For  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1894,  no  state  appropriation  was  made,  nor 
will  any  fund  be  available  for  the  purchase  of 
books  during  the  coming  year.  Early  in  1893, 
the  board  of  regents  authorized  the  expenditure 
of  $3000  from  the  current  funds  of  the  college 
for  the  purchase  of  books.  With  this  fund, 
a  considerable  number  of  valuable  books  was 
bought  ;  but  the  financial  condition  of  the  col- 
lege did  not  warrant  us  in  making  the  total 
expenditure.  In  all,  purchases  amounting  to 
$2665.50  were  made  from  the  income  fund  dur- 
ing the  two  years.  This  was  far  from  being 
sufficient  to  provide  for  the  immediate  wants 
of  the  various  departments.  The  maximum 
amount  allowed  any  department  was  $350." 

The  librarian  urges  the  necessity  of  an  annual 
library  appropriation  of  at  least  $5000. 

He  alludes  also  to  the  satisfactory  results  of 
the  system  of  free  access  to  the  books,  which 
has  been  practised  in  the  college  library  from 
the  beginning,  and  says:  "Our  losses  during 
the  past  eight  years  from  the  abuse  of  the 
privilege  of  free  access  to  the  books,  have  been 
less  than  $15,  all  told.  The  policy  of  excluding 
the  students  from  the  books  would  have  re- 
quired the  constant  employment  of  an  additional 
attendant  upon  the  library,  while  the  advantages 
of  the  free  system  are  beyond  comparison 
great." 

A  new  and  handsome  library  building  has 
been  erected  with  a  book  capacity  of  70,000  v. ; 
it  contains,  as  yet,  shelving  for  20,000  v. 

Lenox  (Mass,)  L.  The  library  management, 
has,  since  December,  given  a  series  of  lectures 
and  entertainments  that  have  proved  very  pop- 
ular. There  are  six  evenings  devoted  to  the 
course,  which  began  December  i,  and  concludes 
on  March  23,  and  the  program  comprises  illus- 
trated lectures  on  travel  and  science,  readings 
by  Prof.  Locke  Richardson,  and  a  concert. 

Mankato  (Minn.)  P.  L.  The  Mankato  Public 
Library  was  opened  on  Feb.  6.  It  contains 
about  2000  v. ,  and  is  established  and  supported 
by  a  tax  levy,  under  the  provisions  of  the  state 
law.  The  books  were  cataloged  and  classified 
by  Mrs.  M..W.  Loomis,  secretary  of  the  Iowa 
Library  Society;  the  librarian  is  Miss  Minnie 
M'Graw. 

Memphis,  Tenn.  Cossitt  L.  On  Feb.  2,  the 
Cossitt  Library  was  made  a  circulating  library, 
and  books  were  for  the  first  time  issued  to 
applicants  for  home  use.  The  rules  and  form 
of  application  adopted  differ  little  from  tnose 
generally  in  use,  save  that  a  fine  of  five  cents  a 
day  is  imposed  for  holding  a  book  beyond  the 
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date  of  return,  that  no  book  will  be  reissued  to 
the  same  applicant  or  to  a  member  of  the  ap- 
plicant's household  until  two  days  after  its  re- 
turn, and  that  the  rules  as  to  guarantors  and 
applications  are  rather  minute  in  restrictions,  etc. 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  P.  L.  (lyth  rpt.)  Added 
6322  ;  total  75,162.  Issued,  home  use  281,795 
(fict.  42.1  •%  ;  juv.  21.8  %)  ;  no  record  of  reference 
use  is  kept  ;  reading-room  attendance  92,162 
(Sunday  visitors  6467).  No.  cardholders  17,220. 
Receipts  149, 755. 72  ;  expenses  $32,698.89. 

The  statistics  show  a  very  large  increase  over 
any  previous  year  in  the  home  use  of  books. 
The  absolute  gain  over  the  preceding  year  is 
122,182,  being  a  relative  gain  of  n%.  Miss 
West's  report  is  so  admirable  and  so  full  of 
interest  that  space  alone  forbids  extended  quo- 
tation. It  should  be  carefully  read  by  all  libra- 
rians, who  will  find  it  full  of  suggestion  and 
inspiration.  A  lucid  summary  is  given  of  the 
delays  and  difficulties  that  have  arisen  to  pre- 
vent the  erection  of  the  much-needed  library 
building  which  was  undertaken  in  1893.  Law- 
suits, municipal  quarrels  and  lack  of  public 
spirit  among  the  city  authorities  have  brought 
the  matter  to  a  standstill  and  prevented  progress. 

The  work  with  the  schools,  which  has  been 
systematically  conducted  by  the  library  since 
1888,  proves  year  by  year  more  valuable,  and 
15  %  of  the  circulation  of  books  belongs  to  this 
department.  During  the  year  an  author  catalog 
of  the  library  has  been  completed  and  placed  in 
the  circulating  department,  and  three  numbers 
of  the  quarterly  index  to  additions  have  been 
issued.  The  bindery  established  by  the  library 
has  proved  most  satisfactory  and  is  "to  the 
librarian  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  experi- 
ments ever  tried." 

Referring  to  the  increasing  appreciation  and 
usefulness  of  the  library,  Miss  West  says :  "  The 
real  efficiency  of  this  or  any  other  library  must 
always  be  dependent  upon  the  ability  and  cour- 
tesy of  those  officials  who  come  into  closest  rela- 
tions with  the  public.  No  excellence  of  regula- 
tion by  the  trustees,  no  direction  or  inspiration 
by  the  librarian,  can  ever  overcome  incapacity, 
dulness  and  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  as- 
sistants. The  view  which  regards  their  work 
as  a  mere  mechanical  routine  is  far  aside  from 
the  truth.  They  have  constant  need  of  every 
resource  that  culture  and  courtesy  can  supply. 
Their  hours  of  work  are  long,  and  busy  days, 
which  are  almost  incessant  now,  are  exhausting 
in  the  extreme,  not  only  to  the  body,  but  to 
mind  and  nerves  as  well.  It  is  my  firm  con- 
viction that  the  funds  of  the  library  can  be  used 
in  no  way  more  effective  for  its  best  interests 
than  in  the  gradual  increase  of  salaries  paid 
for  efficient  service  of  this  kind.  The  library 
needs  to  be  able  to  tempt  into  its  service  and  to 
retain  by  some  other  chain  than  their  love  for 
the  work,  able,  original  and  kindly  women. 
An  increase  of  salaries  based  on  experience 
merely,  which  has  been  the  rule  in  the  past,  is 
not  entirely  satisfactory,  as  it  has  been  granted 
to  the  ambitious  and  indifferent  alike  and  has 
offered  no  reward  for  special  effort." 

The  report  is  made  still  more  valuable  by  the 


inclusion  in  full  of  Miss  West's  paper  on  "Li- 
brary building"  and  the  report  on  "Reading 
for  the  young,"  by  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  both  of 
which  were  among  the  notable  features  of  the 
Lake  Placid  Conference  of  the  A.  L.  A.  in  1894. 

New  Hampshire  F.  P.  L.  Commission  (2d  rpt.). 
This  report  covers  two  years — 1893  and  1894 
—  and  is  a  most  gratifying  record  of  progress  in 
the  direction  of  establishing  town  libraries.  Of 
the  233  towns  in  the  state  60  had  town  libraries  in 
1891.  Since  then  113  have  been  established, 
making  a  total  of  173.  Sixty  towns  have  no 
town  libraries,  but  in  many  of  these  there  are 
subscription  libraries,  or  libraries  established 
through  private  generosity.  The  summary  of 
the  report  shows  that  there  are  in  the  state  262 
libraries,  with  a  total  of  576,961  volumes,  ex- 
clusive of  reports  and  pamphlets.  These  include 
14  free  libraries  other  than  town,  40  subscrip- 
tion, two  circulating,  24  school,  two  college,  six 
state  and  department,  and  the  library  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Historical  Society.  Carefully 
tabulated  statistics  present  these  figures,  and 
the  report  shows  painstaking  and  accuracy.  Pp. 
26-56  are  devoted  to  short  historical  sketches 
of  various  libraries,  with  illustrations  of  the 
buildings,  and  the  report  contains  some  admi- 
rable "  suggestions  as  to  library  methods  "  ac- 
companied by  illustrative  forms,  etc. 

New  Orleans,  La.  On  Jan.  31  the  city  council 
unanimously  voted  to  establish  a  free  public 
library  in  the  vacated  criminal  court  building, 
the  nucleus  of  the  library  to  be  the  Lyceum 
Library,  heretofore  housed  in  the  city  hall, 
and  the  Fisk  Free  Library,  now  in  Tulane  Uni- 
versity. The  Fisk  Free  Library,  was  established 
in  1845  by  a  bequest  of  books  and  real  property 
from  Abijah  Fisk,  and  was  for  years  in  charge  of 
the  Mechanics'  Institute.  In  1882,  after  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Institute,  the  collection  was  placed 
in  the  custody  of  the  University  of  Louisiana. 
Later,  when  the  State  University  was  incorpo- 
rated with  Tulane  University,  the  library  passed 
under  the  management  of  the  latter  institution, 
where  it  has  since  continued.  The  removal  of 
Tulane  University  to  its  new  building  in  a  re- 
mote quarter  of  the  city  brought  up  the  question 
of  the  transfer  of  the  Fisk  Library.  It  was  gen- 
erally thought  that  the  library  should  be  central- 
ly located,  and  through  the  efforts  of  the  mayor 
and  others  interested,  steps  were  taken  towards 
making  it  the  nucleus  of  a  general  free  public 
library.  It  was  decided  to  remodel  and  alter  the 
criminal  court  building,  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
for  library  purposes,  and  to  transfer  there  the 
Fisk  Library  and  the  Lyceum  Library,  to  be 
conducted  as  a  free  public  library.  The  remod- 
elling of  the  building  is  estimated  at  about  $20,- 
ooo.  The  Fisk  Library  has  an  income  of  $2000 
yearly,  which  it  is  proposed  to  increase  by  city 
appropriation  to  about  $12,000.  The  books  of 
the  two  libraries  number  about  25,000  v.,  but 
the  collection  will  have  to  be  thoroughly  over- 
hauled, weeded  out  and  Increased  by  new  addi- 
tions before  It  is  ready  for  circulation.  The 
movement  has  the  general  support  of  the  local 
press,  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  work  of 
organization  will  soon  be  in  vigorous  operation. 
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New  York.  Aguilar  F.  L.  (6th  rpt.)  Added 
5036;  total  25,848.  Issued  253,349  (fict-  varies 
from  .555  #  to  .777$  at  the  three  libraries); 
reading-room  attendance  184,144;  no.  borrow- 
ers 4665.  Receipts  $14,257.58;  expenses  $12,- 
049.29. 

The  year  has  been  a  gratifying  one  at  each  of 
the  three  libraries.  The  library  committee  say  : 
"The  proportion  of  circulation  to  the  number 
of  volumes  in  the  library  is  shown  in  a  report 
of  the  state  library  department.  In  this  it 
appears  that  the  proportionate  circulation  of  the 
Aguilar  Free  Library  is  the  largest  of  any  li- 
brary in  the  state,  being  about  10  to  one. 

"Aid  is  given  to  readers,  as  far  as  possible, 
by  lists  and  by  personal  advice.  During  the 
past  year  juvenile  lists  have  been  issued  at  the 
East  Broadway  and  Lexington  avenue  libraries. 
A  new  fiction  list  at  the  Lexington  avenue  li- 
brary and  a  biography  list  for  the  East  Broad- 
way branch  are  almost  ready  to  be  issued.  The 
card  catalog  of  the  East  Broadway  branch  is 
complete,  and  should  be  printed  as  soon  as  a 
few  more  additions  are  made.  Lists  of  biogra- 
phy, of  books  relating  to  lectures  and  special 
events,  from  time  to  time  posted  on  our  literary 
bulletins,  are  used  with  success  in  calling  the  at- 
tention of  readers  to  the  books  on  our  shelves. 
Visits  are  constantly  made  to  schools  to  main- 
tain the  co-operation  of  the  school  and  the 
library.  As  far  as  possible,  books  are  pur- 
chased that  can  supplement  school-work." 

An  appeal  is  made  for  additional  money  sup- 
port, permitting  the  securing  of  better  quarters 
for  the  Lexington  avenue  branch,  an  increase 
of  the  library  force,  and  extension  of  the  work 
generally. 

New  York  F.  C.  L.  Total  76,860.  Issued 
636,043  (fict.  averaging  from  27$  at  Bond  street 
branch  to  56$  at  Ottendorfer  branch)  ;  reading- 
room  attendance  180,778;  Sunday  circulation 
41,641;  no.  borrowers  57.645.  Receipts  $34,- 
586.98;  expenses  $34,139.06. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  105,006  vol- 
umes over  the  circulation  of  the  previous  year. 
The  increase  in  the  expenses  of  the  year  has 
been  but  $1561.17,  of  which  $1217.53  was  spent 
in  books,  "leaving  an  increased  cost  of  $243.74 
in  administration  for  the  increased  circulation  of 
105,006  v."  At  each  of  the  six  libraries  the 
record  is  the  same  —  increased  use,  extended 
opportunities,  and  development  hampered  by 
lack  of  funds.  The  increase  in  use  was  largest 
at  the  time  of  the  greatest  financial  depression, 
and  has  lessened  materially  during  the  last  two 
months.  The  use  of  the  reading-room  has 
been  about  the  same,  although  certain  restric- 
tions have  been  made  in  its  use  —  "  excluding  in 
a  great  measure  the  tramps  —  by  which  the 
rooms  have  been  rendered  much  more  useful  to 
students,  the  character  of  the  attendance  much 
improved,  the  reading  more  satisfactory,  and 
the  books  of  reference  more  frequently  and  in- 
telligently consulted.  To  those  having  no  quiet 
homes  the  reading-rooms  have  been  places  of 
rest  and  comfort  in  many  a  trying  hour." 

The  chairman  of  the  library  committee  says  : 
' '  The  average  cost  per  volume  issued  has 


been  reduced  to  five  and  a  half  cents,  and  at 
one  of  the  libraries  to  four  and  a  half  cents,  in- 
cluding all  expenses.  The  salaries  account  has 
been  slightly  increased  at  the  expense  of  the 
cataloging  department.  The  librarian-in-chief 
reports :  '  The  economies  practised  this  year 
present  unique  features — some,  indeed,  which 
I  sincerely  hope  will  not  have  to  be  resorted  to 
during  the  coming  year.  The  greatly  increas- 
ing work  last  winter  called  for  a  large  addition 
to  the  working  force,  but  we  had  no  money  with 
which  to  hire  help.  The  relief  committees 
came  to  our  assistance  and  sent  us  six  girls  and 
one  man,  whose  wages  they  paid  for  a  term  of 
three  to  seven  months  of  service.  Some  of  these 
persons  gave  such  satisfaction  that  they  were 
retained  and  placed  on  our  pay-roll  when  the 
committees  closed  their  work.  Still,  they  are 
not  just  the  kind  of  assistants  that  we  wish  to 
employ  in  large  number,  and  the  wages  paid  are 
far  too  small.  The  first  assistants  in  all  cases 
should  be  such  women  as  can  be  properly  ad- 
vanced to  the  highest  place,  and  should  receive 
an  adequate  salary.' 

"  In  spite  of  the  unusual  heat  of  the  summer 
and  the  many  extra  demands  upon  them,  the 
librarians  have  continued  to  take  the  greatest 
interest  in  their  work,  have  organized  among 
themselves  classes  of  instruction  in  English 
history  and  literature  and  in  the  German  lan- 
guage and  literature,  in  hours  when  not  em- 
ployed, and  have  voluntarily  joined  a  cataloging 
class  under  the  charge  of  the  librarian-in-chief 
and  the  cataloger,  from  which  results  of  great 
value  to  the  library  are  sure  to  follow." 

An  earnest  appeal  is  made  for  more  adequate 
financial  support  for  the  library.  The  trustees 
say  that  they  "  feel  sure  that  if  the  work  of  the 
library  were  only  sufficiently  well  known,  the  in- 
come from  contributions  alone  would  go  far 
towards  furnishing  an  adequate  support  for  the 
existing  libraries.  In  other  cities  the  expense 
of  supporting  a  free  circulating  library  is  a  public 
charge,  and  yet,  with  the  slight  assistance  given 
by  public  funds  for  this  purpose  in  New  York, 
the  circulation  of  books  from  the  six  branches 
of  the  New  York  Free  Circulating  Library  is 
exceeded  only  by  the  libraries  of  Boston  and 
Chicago." 

New  York  Mercantile  L.  (74th  rpt.)  Added 
5556;  total  246  514.  Issued,  home  use  176,873 
(Eng.  fict.  48.48$);  ref.  use  45,885;  reading-room 
attendance  24,636.  New  members  97 ;  total 
membership  5104.  Receipts  $26,164.34;  ex- 
penses $24,979. 12. 

The  yearly  exhibition  of  the  art  and  illus- 
trated books  contained  in  the  library  was  held 
on  Wednesday,  February  7,  1894,  and  the  in- 
terest heretofore  displayed  in  the  exhibitions 
was  fully  maintained. 

"  The  two  most  popular  publications  of  the 
year,  judged  by  the  demand  and  the  extent  of 
our  purchases,  were  "  Trilby,"  of  which  100 
copies  were  purchased,  and  the  "  Manxman," 
by  Hall  Caine." 

New  York.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  L.  On  Washington's 
Birthday  the  library  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  invited 
the  art  schools  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and 
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other  interested  people,  to  an  exhibition  of  art 
books,  belonging  to  its  collection.  The  books 
displayed  were  those  that  would  be  especially 
Interesting  to  designers  and  decorators.  There 
was  a  large  attendance.  The  free  use  of  note- 
books and  the  eager  attention  of  the  visitors 
showed  that  such  an  exhibition  had  a  special 
value  to  those  in  attendance.  This  is  the  sev- 
enth annual  art  exhibition  held  by  the  Library 
on  Feb.  22. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  a  $500,000 
building  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  It  will  be  erected 
in  s6th  and  57th  streets,  between  Eighth  and 
Ninth  avenues,  and  will  have  two  frontages 
of  75  feet  each.  It  is  expected  that  work  on 
it  will  be  begun  in  May,  and  that  it  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  in  the  fall  of  1896.  The 
building  will  be  six  stories  in  height.  The 
main  entrance  will  be  in  57th  street.  The  re- 
ception-room, two  parlors,  a  reading-room,  and 
a  small  lecture-ball  will  be  on  the  first  floor. 
In  the  basement  will  be  bowling-alleys,  a  bi- 
cycle-room, shower-baths,  a  swimming-tank, 
16  by  40  feet,  and  lockers.  The  boys'  depart- 
ment, on  the  first  floor  and  basement,  will  consist 
of  a  reception-room,  gymnasium,  and  bath.  On 
the  second  floor  will  be  a  leoture-room  seating 
664  persons.  On  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
floors  will  be  studios,  class-rooms,  a  smoking- 
room,  and  a  dining-room  and  kitchen.  Provis- 
ion is  also  made  for  a  large  gymnasium,  and  for 
a  number  of  bedrooms. 

The  greater  part  of  the  library  now  housed  in 
the  23d  street  branch  of  the  association  will  be 
moved  to  the  new  building,  where  it  will  occupy 
the  fifth  and  sixth  stories  of  the  56th  street  side. 
There  will  be  room  for  83,000  volumes.  On  the 
sixth  floor  will  be  a  large  reading-room,  and 
this  floor  will  be  devoted  to  the  reference 
department. 

The  building  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$500,000. 

Philadelphia  F.  L,  The  library  was  formally 
opened  in  its  new  quarters  on  the  evening  of 
Feb.  22.  Among  the  speakers  were  Ainsworth 
R.  Spofford,  Librarian  of  Congress;  Governor 
Hastings,  of  Pennsylvania,  Senator  Boies  Pen- 
rose,  Dr.  William  Pepper,  and  others.  A  large 
number  of  books  have  recently  been  given  to 
the  library.  President  Pepper,  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  issued  a  general  letter  to  the  public 
before  the  opening,  announcing  that  the  library 
would  be  opened  on  Washington's  Birthday  and 
requesting  all  visitors  on  that  day,  and  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  week  to  bring  "one  book  or 
as  many  books  as  they  can  give."  This  appeal 
added  a  goodly  number  of  volumes  to  the  li- 
brary's shelves.  The  work  of  altering  and  re- 
fitting the  new  rooms  cost  over  $5000,  which 
was  defrayed  from  the  income  of  the  Pepper 
bequest ;  the  library  has  now  shelf-room  for 
about  150,000  v. ,  but  possesses  as  yet  only 
20,000  v. 

Plainfield  (N.  /.)  F.  P.  L.  Nine  new  peri- 
odicals have  been  added  to  the  list  of  those 
regularly  received  by  the  general  library,  and 
25  to  the  Babcock  Scientific  Library  collection. 

St.   Louis  (Mo.)  Mercantile  L.      (49th  rpt.) 


Added  4191;  total  89,686  (excluding  569  v.  of 
duplicate  novels).  Issued,  home  use  98,303 
(fict.  75-2^);  no  record  of  reference  use  is  kept. 
New  members  273;  membership  3660.  Receipts 
$52,481.25;  expenses  $54,717.65.  The  floating 
debt  is  now  $18,559.71,  having  been  increased 
$2236.40  during  the  year. 

"The  experiment  known  as  the  'duplicate 
collection  '  of  popular  novels,  which  are  issued 
at  10  cents  apiece,  has  been  a  marked  success. 
It  was  begun  in  January,  1894,  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  $100.  During  the  year  579  v.  were  pur- 
chased at  a  'cost  of  $495.04;  these  were  issued 
7590  times,  showing  a  total  receipt  from  issues 
of  $767.60,  and  a  net  balance  of  $272.56  besides 
569  v.  in  good  condition. 

"  We  are  now  making  a  determined  effort  to 
bring  together  such  a  collection  of  Missouriana 
as  will  be  not  only  creditable,  but  invaluable  to 
students  and  writers.  AH  books  and  pamphlets 
illustrating  the  history  of  Missouri  which  had 
been  acquired  were  entered  in  a  separate  official 
catalog  last  winter,  and  additions  have  been 
made  as  fast  as  our  resources  and  the  opportu- 
nities of  the  market  would  allow.  We  now  have 
a  collection  of  about  2000  volumes  and  pam- 
phlets relating  to  Missouri,  and  to  the  Louisiana 
Territory  down  to  December,  1812,  when  the 
Missouri  Territory  was  separately  organized. 
A  public  catalog  of  these  works  is  in  course  of 
preparation." 

Stockton  (Cal.)  P.  L.  On  Feb.  12  the  library 
board  was  notified  that  the  new  public  library 
building  was  finished  and  ready  for  dedication. 
The  date  of  the  formal  opening  has  not  yet  been 
set.  The  building  has  cost  about  $50,000 and  was 
erected  from  the  bequest  of  $75,000  left  for  the 
purpose  by  Dr.  Hazleton,  of  New  York  City,  in 
1892,  $15,000  of  the  bequest  being  reserved  for 
the  purchase  of  books.  The  building  is  of  brick 
veneered  with  white  marble;  the  architecture  is 
Greek,  of  the  Ionic  order.  Along  the  main 
frontage  is  a  portico,  each  column  of  which  is 
17  feet  high  between  the  base  and  capital.  The 
entrance  is  flanked  by  columns  of  marble  and 
opens  on  a  vestibule  10  feet  square,  floored, 
lined,  and  ceiled  in  fancy  marbles.  The  main 
reading-room  is  39  feet  by  74  feet,  with  a  special 
apartment  for  ladies  on  one  side  and  for  men  on 
the  other.  The  central  portion  of  the  reading- 
room  is  open  to  the  roof,  and  on  each  side 
there  is  a  row  of  handsome  columns  arranged  in 
half-circle,  carrying  a  gallery.  The  rear  half  of 
the  building  is  largely  devoted  to  a  stack-room, 
36  x  41  feet,  lighted  by  a  skylight  only.  Across 
the  front  of  the  stack-room  is  a  grille,  subdi- 
vided by  marble  columns  and  resting  on  a  mar- 
ble counter.  Every  opening  in  this  apartment 
can  be  instantly  closed  by  a  steel  curtain,  and 
cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  building.  On  the 
left  of  the  stack-room  are  the  librarian's  offices 
and  the  hallway  leading  from  the  side  entrance 
of  the  building  to  the  ladies'  reading-room.  On 
the  right  of  the  stack-room  is  a  newspaper 
readmg-room.  20  x  48  feet,  connecting  with  the 
librarian's  quarters  by  the  hallway  which  de- 
taches the  stack-room.  Over  the  librarian's 
office  is  a  trustees'  room,  and  over  the  news- 
paper-room an  art  gallery. 
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Topeka  (Kan.)  F.  L.  Additions  not  given; 
total  12,617.  Issued,  home  use  79,212;  lib.  use 
6441.  Receipts  $4867.51  ;  expenses  $5016.60, 
leaving  a  deficit  of  $149.09.  With  last  year's 
deficit  of  $716.61  this  leaves  the  library  with  a 
total  indebtedness  of  $805.70. 

Warwick  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  new  building 
erected  in  Warwick  for  the  purposes  of  a  town 
hall,  selectmen's  office,  and  library  was  dedicated 
on  Jan.  10.  The  building  has  long  been  needed 
and  formal  action  was  taken  to  secure  it  in 
March,  1893,  when  the  town  council  appropri- 
ated $5000  for  its  erection.  The  architect's 
services  were  given  to  the  town  by  James  E. 
Fuller,  of  the  firm  of  Fuller  &  Delano,  of  Wor- 
cester. A  central  site  was  chosen  and  the  build- 
ing was  completed  by  the  end  of  1894.  It  is  a 
two-story  wooden  structure,  45  x  60  feet,  and 
contains  a  main  hall  with  a  seating  capacity  of 
300,  a  banquet-room  and  kitchen,  selectmen's 
offices,  council-rooms,  cloak-rooms,  and  the  li- 
rary  room.  The  latter  is  on  the  first  floor,  to  the 
left  of  the  main  entrance;  it  is  pleasant  and  well 
lighted,  with  shelving  for  about  5000  v.  It  now 
contains  about  3000  v. 

Wilkesbarrt,  Pa.  Osterhout  F.  L.  "  There 
were  loaned  from  the  library  in  1894,  66,101 
v.,  being  an  increase  of  5134  v.  over  1893. 
The  per  cent,  of  fiction  loaned  was  67.  Thus 
slowly  the  distribution  of  books  is  increasing 
among  the  people,  and  we  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  the  increase  is  in  the  right 
direction.  The  use  of  the  reference  department 
has  been  much  larger  than  ever  before,  and  we 
can  see  plainly  how  the  library  is  growing  to  be 
an  integral  part  of  the  life  of  the  people.  Its 
capabilities  for  usefulness,  which  are  constantly 
augmented,  are  being  more  and  more  appre- 
ciated, and  we  have  welcomed  a  much  larger 
number  of  people  from  our  own  city,  as  well  as 
from  the  neighboring  towns,  than  in  any  pre- 
vious year.  Though  our  collection  is  not  large 
it  is  extremely  valuable.  It  is  our  custom  to 
obtain  lists  of  books  from  specialists  in  every 
department  whenever  possible,  and  in  that  way 
we  avoid  buying  untrustworthy  works.  In  fic- 
tion we  endeavor  to  get  only  what  is  wholesome, 
but  being  very  fallible,  mistakes  will  sometimes 
creep  in.  Our  aim  is  to  build  up,  not  to  taint 
or  to  destroy,  for  the  library  should  seek  in  every 
way  to  elevate  its  readers." — Library  Newsletter. 

Wilmington,  Del.  Institute  F.  L.  The  library 
was  opened  to  the  public  on  Feb.  12,  1894,  and 
at  once  entered  upon  a  successful  career.  For 
the  year  ending  Feb.  II,  1895,  the  home  circu- 
lation reached  the  large  total  of  138,422,  of 
which  78,313  were  fiction  and  48,878  juveniles. 
There  are  7201  registered  borrowers.  Mr. 
Tyler  writes:  "  The  disproportion  between  the 
number  of  miscellaneous  works  and  those  of 
fiction  and  juvenile  is  greater  than  it  will  be 
hereafter,  partly  because  all  the  shelves  were 
freely  open  to  all  comers,  and  partly  because 
when  the  library  opened  the  two  departments 
named  were  the  only  ones  ready  for  work,  and 
all  the  others  in  succession  had  to  be  withdrawn 
for  classification  and  shelving,  which  was  not 


completed  until  January  last.  Further,  the 
books  in  the  juvenile  department  are  of  an  ex- 
ceptionally high  grade,  including  a  complete 
duplicate  set  of  the  Stories  of  the  nations  series, 
and  are  far  from  being  the  mere  '  juvenile  fic- 
tion '  usually  served  out  to  young  readers.  Oliver 
Optic,  Castlemon,  et  a!.,  are  not  to  be  found 
in  our  catalog." 

Woodbury,  IV.  J.  Deptford  Institute  P.  L. 
The  Woodbury  Library  Company,  which  was 
organized  over  a  century  ago,  has  resolved  to 
disband,  and  has  turned  over  its  entire  collec- 
tion, comprising  some  3500  v.,  to  the  newly 
opened  Deptford  Institute  F.  L. 

Yale  Univ.  L.,  New  Haven,  Ct.  The  library 
authorities  have  sent  out  a  circular  letter  to 
Yale  alumni  asking  for  funds.  They  state  that 
the  needs  of  the  library  are  growing  in  propor- 
tio»  to  the  gain  in  other  ways,  and  that  though 
the  library  is  well  stocked,  there  is  not  a  suffi- 
cient income  to  keep  it  in  good  administrative 
condition.  The  appeal  is  largely  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  $50,000  left  by  the  Phelps  estate  has 
now  been  expended. 

FOREIGN. 

Aberdeen  (Scotl.)  P.  L.  Added,  ref.  1.  1757; 
total  24,399;  added,  lending  1.  1495;  total  22, 241. 
Issued,  home  use  247,420  (fict.  51.45);  ref.  use 
17,351;  no.  borrowers  10,120.  Receipts  .£1519. 
10.5;  expenses  .£1472.14.8. 

The  full  sets  of  magazines  contained  in  the 
reference-room  form  a  very  valuable  feature  of 
that  department.  The  two  special  collections 
of  the  library  —  the  James  Walker  and  Croom 
Robertson  collections  —  the  former  of  which  is 
devoted  to  music,  the  latter  to  mental  philoso- 
phy and  social  economy,  have  beenlargely  used. 
"  Both  are  rich  in  works,  some  of  which  are 
absolutely  rare,  while  others  are  such  as  it 
would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the 
ordinary  student  to  consult,  but  for  the  fact  that 
they  are  accessible  in  the  public  library.  That 
they  have  been  frequently  used  is  the  best  evi- 
dence of  the  value  of  these  collections  to  those 
fitted  to  appreciate  them,  and  it  is  a  testimony 
to  the  fact  that,  given  a  set  of  books  of  intrinsic 
worth  and  marked  by  a  distinctive  character, 
the  public,  if  it  has  free  access  to  it,  will  sooner 
or  later  discover  its  merits,  and  pay  it  the  best 
of  all  tributes  of  recognition  by  turning  it  to 
practical  account." 

About  530  v.  are  kept  on  open  shelves  in 
the  reference-room  for  free  use.  A  modifi- 
cation of  the  two-book  method  is  in  use  in  the 
lending  department,  by  which  borrowers  so 
desiring  are  allowed  to  take  two  books  at  a  time, 
of  which  but  one  can  be  a  novel  or  juvenile. 
During  two  months  about  181  of  these  extra 
cards  were  issued.  A  branch  reading-room  was 
opened  during  the  year,  and  the  establishment 
of  other  branches  is  under  consideration. 

Bournemouth  (Eng.)  P.  L.  The  library  was 
formally  opened  on  Jan.  i,  with  elaborate  ex- 
ercises, which  were  largely  attended.  It  is 
established  in  a  rented  building  in  a  central  loca- 
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tion,  is  supported  by  the  usual  "  penny  rate," 
which  produces  ^uoo  yearly,  of  which  about 
^650  will  be  needed  for  running  expenses,  and 
opens  with  6000  v.  in  the  circulating  department 
and  1000  v.  in  the  reference  department. 

The  various  addresses  made  at  the  opening 
have  been  printed  and  issued  in  pamphlet  form. 
The  method  on  which  the  library  will  be  ad- 
ministered is  thus  described  : 

"  The  system  of  lending  the  books,  which  the 
library  committee  has  decided  to  adopt,  had  its 
genesis  in  America,  and  so  far  as  this  country 
is  concerned  has  only  been  permanently  adopted 
in  one  other  public  library.  It  is  known  as  the 
'  open  access '  system,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
the  best  library  experts  is  likely  to  revolutionize 
the  '  indicator' and  other  well-known  methods. 
The  only  place  in  England  where  it  has  been 
thoroughly  tested  is  at  the  Clerkenwell  Library, 
where  our  librarian  has  himself  been  trained. 
The  basic  principle  of  this  free  access  is  that  in- 
stead of  presenting  yourself  at  a  counter  in  the 
library  in  somewhat  the  same  fashion  as  you  go 
into  a  grocer's  shop,  you  will  be  admitted  per- 
sonally into  the  sanctum  sanctorum  of  the  books 
themselves.  We  have  adopted  it  for  three 
reasons.  It  was  preferred  for  its  simplicity, 
then  we  found  it  was  more  expeditious,  and  we 
also  knew  it  to  be  more  economical.  There  is 
much  less  formality  than  in  any  other  system; 
it  has  been  found  possible  in  practice  for  one 
assistant  to  mark  off  and  charge  55  books  in  25 
minutes;  and  in  our  own  case  we  shall  be  able 
to  work  the  library  with  a  smaller  staff  than 
would  be  required  ander  the  old  method." 

A  letter  regarding  the  new  system  was  re- 
ceived from  J.  D.  Brown,  librarian  cf  the 
Clerkenwell  Public  Library.  Mr.  Brown  says : 
"You  may  claim  practically  perfect  honesty 
from  the  public  in  the  most  thorough  test  of 
open  access  ever  attempted.  As  a  result  of  is- 
suing 75,000  books  to  3742  readers  we  have 
lost  one  small  book  on  '  Boxing,'  and  one  on 
'  Fencing  '  —  this  is  very  suggestive  —  total  cost, 
u.  40".  I  cannot  detect  anything  in  the  way  of 
extra  wear  at  all  ...  so  that  any  deteriora- 
tion which  occurs  will  take  years  to  manifest  it- 
self. From  the  reader's  point  of  view,  the  sys- 
tem is  practically  perfect,  as  it  affords  a  ready 
means  of  finding  any  given  book,  or  a  satisfac- 
tory substitute  should  what  is  wanted  be  out." 

Hamilton  (Ont.,  Can.)  P.  L.  Added  1816; 
total  21,639.  Issued,  home  use  130,029  (fict. 
36.5  %;  "general  literature"  30.05  #) ;  lib.  use 
(estimated)  83,575. 

It  was  decided  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
board  to  keep  the  library  open  on  holidays  or 
on  portions  of  holidays. 

Toronto,  Ont.  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada. 
(Rpt.)  Added  1454;  total  not  given.  Attendance 
4070.  Receipts  not  given;  expenses  $7997.10. 

Work  upon  the  library  extension  will,  it  is 
thought,  be  completed  by  April.  This  will  af- 
ford much-needed  space  for  book  storage  and 
for  the  convenience  of  readers. 

Zwittau,  Austria.  Ottendorfer  F.  L.  Added 
980;  total  8280.  Issued  53, 431  (fict.  64  %\  juv. 


20  £);   reading-room  attendance  16,432.     New 
borrowers  226;  total  no.  borrowers  1700. 

The  circulation  showed  a  decrease  of  2106, 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year;  this  is 
wholly  attributed  to  the  unfamiliarity  of  readers 
with  the  books  or  the  library  during  the  first 
year  of  its  existence,  which  resulted  in  frequent 
exchanges  of  books  drawn.  In  fiction,  the  63 
volumes  of  Hacklander  were  circulated  1500 
times,  and  the  62  volumes  of  Winterfeld  1488 
times,  there  being  no  duplicates  of  either  au- 
thor. The  borrowers  are  chiefly  "  students  and 
laboring  people."  The  trustees  have  opened 
several  delivery  stations  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  Zwittau.  If  these  prove  a 
success,  similar  branches  will  be  established 
among  the  neighboring  villages.  Twenty-two 
free  scientific  lectures,  concerts,  and  recitations 
were  given  during  the  year  in  the  lecture  hall 
of  the  library  building. 


(EMfts  and  Requests. 


Champaign,  III.  Albert  C.  Burnham,  of 
Champaign,  111.,  has  given  to  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  public  library  of  that  city  two  lots, 
valued  at  $5000,  opposite  the  city  park  as  site  for 
a  new  library  building;  $35,000  in  cash  to  provide 
the  building,  which  should  contain  library,  read- 
ing-room, and  lecture  hall  ;  and  $10,000  as  a 
memorial  fund  to  be  invested  for  the  purchase 
of  books.  The  building  is  to  be  known  as  the 
"  Burnham  Athenaeum."  The  aggregate  value 
of  Mr.  Burnham's  gift  is  $50,000. 

Cleveland,  O.  Western  Reserve  Univ.  H.  C. 
Hatch,  a  wealthy  citizen  of  Cleveland,  hasoffered 
to  give  a  free  library  building  to  Adelbert  Col- 
lege of  the  Western  Reserve  University.  The 
building  will  cost  $100,000,  including  books, 
and  plans  for  it  have  been  completed.  It  will 
be  known  as  the  Hatch  Library. 

f)oylestown,  Pa.  According  to  the  will  of  the 
late  Morris  L.  Fell,  of  Philadelphia,  $30,000  is 
left  —  after  the  death  of  his  wife  and  son,  who  are 
to  have  the  use  of  it  during  their  lifetime  —  for 
the  establishment  of  a  library  building  for 
the  Doylestown  Library  Company.  The  sum  is 
left  in  trust,  $10,000  to  be  spent  for  a  site  and 
building,  and  $20,000  to  be  invested  and  the  in- 
come devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books,  "  pro- 
vided that  no  part  of  the  said  income  shall  be 
used  in  the  purchase  of  such  books  or  other 
reading-matter  as  shall  have  for  their  distinct 
or  especial  object  the  diffusion  of  the  doctrine  of 
infidelity  or  the  sectarian  belief  of  any  particular 
religious  denomination." 

Greenwich,  Cf.  Mrs.  Anderson,  daughter  of 
the  late  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Milbank,  of  Greenwich, 
has  decided  to  erect,  as  a  memorial  to  her 
mother,  a  library  and  reading-room  in  that  city. 
It  will  be  built  of  stone,  and  will  contain,  be- 
sides the  library  and  reading-room,  a  hall  for 
lectures  and  entertainment?.  The  plans  have 
been  drawn  and  work  will  begin  in  the  spring. 
The  cost  will  be  about  $100,000. 
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Groton,  Ct.  Sill  L.  Hon.  Frederick  Bill  has 
created  a  fund  of  $10,000,  the  interest  of '  which 
is  to  be  applied  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Bill 
Memorial  Library  at  Groton. 

Laconia,  JV.  H.  By  the  will  of  the  late  N.  B. 
Gale,  Laconia  receives  a  bequest  of  $10,000  to 
be  used  in  the  erection  of  a  stone  library  build- 
ing. 

Pittsfield,  Mass.  Judge  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes,  of  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Court, 
has  given  to  the  Pittsfield  Athenaeum  10,000 
v.  from  the  library  of  his  father. 

Spencer,  Mass.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Richard 
Sugden,  of  Spencer,  a  business  block,  valued  at 
$35,000,  is  left  in  trust  to  the  town,  the  income 
to  go  to  the  Richard  Sugden  Free  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Winchester,  Va.  By  the  will  "of  the  late 
Hon.  John  Handley,  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  the  city 
of  Winchester,  Va.,  receives  a  bequest  of  $250,- 
ooo  for  the  establishment  of  a  public  library. 
The  will  is  an  eccentric  one,  the  disposition  of 
the  estate  being  so  tied  up  that  it  is  doubtful 
if  the  library  will  materialize  for  years  to  come, 
if  then.  The  $250,000  bequeathed  for  the  pur- 
pose is  to  be  invested  in  bonds  until  it  shall 
amount  to  $500,000,  when  it  shall  be  used  to 
erect  and  equip  a  free  public  library,  to  be  known 
as  "  The  Handley  Library."  Not  more  than 
$250  of  the  bequest,  however,  is  to  be  used  in 
payment  for  the  land  and  library  building  to  be 
erected  on  it,  and  only  the  income  of  the  amount 
is  to  be  expended  for  maintenance.  None  of 
the  real  property,  in  which  the  estate  largely 
consists,  is  to  be  sold  for  20  years,  during  which 
time  the  executors  are  to  retain  it  at  rent,  and 
turn  the  income  over  to  the  various  legatees. 
The  residue  of  the  estate  —  the  amount  of  which 
is  not  yet  known  —  is  bequeathed  to  the  city  of 
Winchester,  to  be  accumulated  for  30  years, 
and  the  income  then  expended  in  "  the  erec- 
tion of  school  houses  for  the  education  of  the 
poor." 

Cibrarians. 

BISHOP,  Miss  Fannie,  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant librarian  of  the  Kansas  City  Public  Li- 
brary, succeeding  Mrs.  Jennie  W.  Newell,  re- 
signed. 

COE,  Miss  Ellen  M.  Announcement  is  made 
in  the  New  York  Tribune  of  Feb.  16,  of  the  en- 
gagement of  Miss  E.  M.  Coe,  chief  librarian  of 
the  New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  to 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Rylance,  rector  of  St.  Mark's 
P.  E.  Church,  of  New  York  City. 

DANA,  J.  C.  The  admirable  articles  on  first 
principles  of  library  work  which  Mr.  Dana  has 
been  contributing  for  the  past  eight  months  to 
Books,  the  organ  of  the  Denver  Public  Library, 
will,  it  is  pleasant  to  note,  be  gathered  into 
book  form,  and  published  at  an  early  date,  by 
the  Carson-Harper  Co.  of  Denver.  The  volume 


will  be  entitled  "  Public  library  handbook,"  and 
the  chapters  will  cover  all  the  simpler  features 
of  library  routine. 

DAVIES,  J:  F.,  librarian  of  the  Butte  (Mont.) 
Public  Library,  has  written  an  account  of  "  The 
great  dynamite  explosions  at  Butte,  January 
i5i  1895,"  which  is  published  in  a  cloth-bound 
octavo  booklet,  by  a  local  press. 

KING,  J.  L. ,  has  succeeded  the  late  H.  J. 
Dennis  as  state  librarian  of  Kansas. 

RUPP,  G:  P.,  formerly  assistant  librarian  of 
Branch  i  of  the  Philadelphia  Public  Libraries, 
was,  on  Feb.  28,  elected  superintendent,  or 
librarian-in-chief,  of  the  Philadelphia  Public 
Libraries.  His  duties  will  consist  of  the  super- 
vision of  the  six  libraries  now  controlled  by  the 
board  of  education,  and  the  introduction  of  a 
uniform  system  of  administration  and  organiza- 
tion. 

TAYLOR,  W:  Curtis.  A  leading  artist  of  Ta- 
coma,  Washington,  Mr.  Max  Meyer,  has  com- 
pleted an  excellent  portrait  of  the  first  city 
librarian,  W:  Curtis  Taylor,  and  presented  it  to 
the  city.  The  library  committee  have  had  it 
hung  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  book-room. 

VAN  HOEVENBERG,  Miss  Alma  Rogers,  for- 
merly librarian  at  South  Orange,  N.  J.,  is  now  at 
Nahant,  Mass.,  as  organizing  librarian.  She 
will  have  charge  of  the  reorganizing  and  cata- 
loging of  the  library,  about  10,000  volumes, 
training  of  the  library  attendants,  and  will  super- 
vise the  removal  to  the  new  building,  now  in 
course  of  construction. 


(Cataloging  aub  (Classification. 


AGUILAR  F.  L.,  New  York.     Fiction  list,  Febru- 
ary, 1895.     32  p.  O. 

Title-a-line  author  list,  printed  on  thinmanilla 
paper;  p.  29-32  are  devoted  to  a  list  of  histori- 
cal novels,  arranged  chronologically  under 
countries. 

THE  series  of  articles  relating  to  library 
work  that  have  been  appearing  in  Books,  the 
organ  of  the  Denver  P.  L.,  for  the  past  half- 
year  are  continued  in  the  February  issue.  In 
this  number  Classifying,  Cataloging,  Binding 
and  rebinding,  and  Stock-taking  are  considered, 
and  there  is  appended  a  useful  list  of  "  books  on 
library  work,"  including  general  works,  catalogs, 
and  bibliographies. 

ENOCH  PRATT  F.  L.,  of  Baltimore.     Finding- 
list  of  books  and  periodicals  in  the  central 
library  :   supplement    to    fifth  edition.     Jan- 
uary, 1895.     118  p.  O.  15  c. 
Printed  by  the  linotype  method,  and  similar 
in  style  and  arrangement  to  therprevious  finding- 
lists  of  the  library. 

FOSTER'S  MONTHLY  REFERENCE  LISTS  (Provi- 
dence P.L.  Bulletin)  for  February  cover  "  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson,"  an  admirable  classed  bibliog- 
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rapby  of  Stevenson's  writings  and  books  about 
him,  biographical  and  critical ;  *'  Municipal 
government";  and  "German  literature,"  the 
latter  including  Goethe,  Schiller,  Leasing,  Her- 
der, Wieland,  Heine,  Representative  iqth  cen- 
tury writers,  and  Illustrative  material. 

HARTFORD  (Ct.)  P.  L.     Boys'  and  girls'  books  in 
the  Hartford  Public  Library,  1895.    2d  edi- 
tion, revised  and  enlarged.     104  p.  O. 
A  new  and  enlarged  issue  of  Miss  He  wins' 
admirable  reading-list  for  young  people  —  which 
has  long  been  a  library  standard.     Includes  good 
books  of  recent  years  and  brings  the  list  fully  up 
to  date. 

HARTFORD  (Ct.)  P.  L.  Bulletin,  v.  16,  Nos.  1-4, 
1894  ;  including  new  books  added  January- 
December,  1894,  and  books  both  new  and  old 
on  fine  arts  and  amusements.  56  p.  O.  10  c. 

HELENA  (Mont.)  P.  L.     Bulletin  n,  January, 

1895. 

This  is  the  first  bulletin  issued  since  June, 
1894 ;  it  is  wholly  devoted  to  the  list  of  new 
books. 

INDIANAPOLIS  (/»</.)  P.  L.  has  issued  a  ' '  List 
of  books  on  Washington  and  the  American  Rev. 
olution,"  on  a  single  four-column  sheet,  includ- 
ing history,  biography,  fiction,  etc.,  in  one  author 
alphabet. 

NEW  HAVEN  (Ct.)  P.  L.  Bulletin,  Nov.-Dec., 
1894.  Classified  list  of  books  recently  added. 
8  p.  O. 

THE  Library  Newsletter  (Osterhout  F.  L., 
Wilkesbarr6)  gives  a  page  in  its  January  num- 
ber to  "A  little  trip  to  Egypt"  — a  short  de- 
scriptive article,  citing  some  of  the  best  books  of 
travel,  description,  and  history  relating  to  the 
subject. 

The  RAILROAD  BRANCH,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  L. ,  New 
York,  has  issued  an  excellent  little  pamphlet 
("  postal  "size)  list  of  "Select  reading, ."giving 
10  books  in  eight  divisions  of  literature,  selected 
and  annotated  by  authorities  on  the  subjects. 
The  list  covers  "  Religion,"  first  course,  ele- 
mentary, titles  selected  by  Rev.  J:  R.  Vincent 
and  Rev.  T.  L.  Cuyler;  second  course,  ethical, 
by  Prof.  Tufts,  of  the  University  of  Chicago ; 
"  Economics,"  by  George  Gunton  ;  "  Electrici- 
ty," by  W.  J.  Johnson,  editor  of  the  Electrical 
World;  "Railroad,"  by  B.  B.  Adams,  editor 
Railroad  Gazette  ;  "  English  and  American  liter- 
ature," by  Prof.  J.  H.  Gilmore,  first  and  second 
courses,  20  titles  ;  "  Fiction,"  by  Hamilton  W. 
Mabie,  editor  Outlook,  first  and  second  courses, 
20  titles  ;  "Travel,"  by  Theodore  Roosevelt; 
"  English  and  American  history,"  by  Justin 
Winsor. 

RUTLAND  (Vt.)  F.  L.  Selected  list  of  books  in 
the  Rutland  Free  Library,  for  the  use  of 
teachers  and  pupils  in  the  graded  schools  of 
Rutland  ;  prepared  by  Mary  L.  Titcomb,  li- 


brarian, and  Alfred  Turner,  superintendent  of 
schools.     Rutland,  1894.     24  p.  T. 
Does  not  include  books  shelved  in  the  refer- 
ence department.    A  good  classed  title-a-line 
list. 

The  SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  Febru- 
ary has  a  capital  classed  reading-list  on  "  Mu- 
nicipal government." 

SLATER  MEMORIAL  MUSEUM,  Norwich,  Ct.  An 
exhibition  of  bookbindings,  December,  1894. 
24  p.  D. 

A  useful  little  pamphlet,  describing  the  chief 
epochs  and  styles  of  binding,  famous  binders  of 
past  and  present,  and  terms  used  in  bookbind- 
ing; prepared  as  a  guide  to  a  collection  of  bind- 
ings exhibited  in  the  museum.  Contains  a  short 
list  of  "  Books  and  articles  of  reference  to  be 
found  in  the  Peck  library." 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mats.)  P.  L.  prepared 
some  time  since,  at  the  request  of  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  In  that 
city,  a  list  of  the  "  Catholic  literature  "  contained 
in  the  library.  The  list  was  printed  in  the  Spring- 
field Tribune  of  December  15,  1894.  It  contains 
some  200  titles  and  is  devoted  chiefly  to  religious 
biographies,  sermons,  and  church  annals,  ex- 
cluding fiction. 

REV.  J.  C.  STOCKBRIDGE,  of  Providence,  R. 
L,  announces  that  but  25  copies  of  the  edition 
de  luxeoi  his  "  Annotated  catalogue  of  the  Har- 
ris Collection  of  American  poetry  "  remain  for 
sale.  The  edition  comprised  100  copies.  Of 
the  looo  copies  of  the  octavo  edition  of  the 
catalogue  some  700  have  been  disposed  of. 

U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture.  Library  bulletin. 
February,  1895.  Accessions  to  the  library, 
Nov.-Dec.,  1894.  8  p.  O. 

CHANGED  TITLES. 

"  THI  fall  of  Athens,"  by  A.  J.  Church  (L. 
Seeiey  &  Co.,  1895),  is  a  revised  edition  of 
"  Callias,"  Flood  &  Vincent,  1891.  —  G.  M. 
JONES. 

FULL  NAMES. 
The/ailowitte  art  tvpplitd  by  Harvard  Colltgt  Library. 

Blumer,  G:  Alder,  and  Richardson,  Alonzo 
Blair  (Report  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Charities,  Chicago,  June, 
1893): 

Heysinger,  I:  Winter  (The  source  and  mode 
of  solar  energy  throughout  the  universe); 

Hopkins,  Rufus  Clement  (Roses  and  thistles); 

Jenney,  C:  Albert  (Report  on  insurance  busi- 
ness in  the  United  States  at  the  eleventh  census); 

McMurrich,  James  Playfair  (A  text-book  of 
invertebrate  morphology); 

Morrison,  W:  Albert  (Morrison's  practical 
engineer  and  mechanics'  guide) ; 

Penniman,  James  Hosmer  (Prose  dictation 
exercises  from  the  English  classics); 

Perrine,  C:  Dillon  (Earthquakes  in  Califor- 
nia in  1893); 

Wyman,  Ferdinand  Adolphus  (United  States 
income  tax  law  simplified  for  business  men). 
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ANNUAL  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE,  1894:  being 
the  full  titles,  with  descriptive  notes,  of  all 
books  recorded  in  the  Publishers'  Weekly, 
1894,  with  author,  title,  and  subject  index, 
publishers'  annual  lists,  and  directory  of  pub* 
Ushers.  [Fifth  supplement  to  the  American 
Catalogues,  1884-90.]  N.  Y.  Office  of  the 
Publishers'  Weekly,  1895.  c.  17+211  +  142  p. 
O.hf.  leath.,  13.50. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIK  generale  et  complete  des  livres 
de  droit  et  de  jurisprudence  publics  jusqu'au 
26  Octobre  1894,  classee  dans  1'ordre  des 
codes  avec  table  alphabetique  des  matieres 
et  des  noms  des  auteurs.  Paris,  Marchal  & 
Billard,  1894.  8°,  1.25  fr. 

BISBEE,  Marvin  D.,  ed.,  and  Gerould,  Ja. 
Thayer,  comp.  Bibliography  of  Dartmouth 
College  and  Hanover,  N.  H.  [Reprinted 
from  State  librarian's  report.]  Concord,  1894. 
72  p.  O. 

HOEPLI,  Ulrico,  of  Milan,  has  begun  the  publi- 
cation of  a  fac-simile  reproduction  of  the  famous 
"Codex  Atlanticus "  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci, 
contained  in  the  Ambrosian  Library  at  Milan. 
Leonardo,  from  the  commencement  of  his 
inventive  life  as  a  boy  of  16  years,  kept  a 
manuscript  record  of  his  ideas  and  inventions, 
which  he  illustrated  with  sketches  of  military 
plans,  fortifications,  engines  of  war,  architect- 
ure, and  such  other  subjects  as  suggested 
themselves  to  his  creative  brain.  Among  his 
ideas  is  said  to  be  one  for  a  steam-engine. 
After  his  death  his  pupil  and  heir,  Francisco 
Melzi,  preserved  these  manuscripts  until  he 
died  in  1570;  they  were  then  scattered,  and 
part  were  secured  by  Pompeo  Leoni,  who, 
some  15  years  later  made  up  a  volume  out  of 
what  he  had  saved.  About  half  a  century 
later  Count  Galcazzo  Arcovati,  who  had  be- 
come owner  of  the  volume,  bequeathed  it  to 
the  Ambrosian  Library.  In  1796  the  French 
carried  it  away  as  spoils  of  war,  but  it  was  re- 
stored to  the  library  after  the  downfall  of 
Napoleon  in  1815.  The  reproduction  is  to  be 
issued  serially  in  35  parts.  It  will  contain  the 
original  text,  reproduced  integrally,  in  helio- 
type,  without  the  slighest  variation  in  orthog- 
raphy, abbreviation,  or  punctuation,  and  also 
an  orthographical  version,  to  facilitate  the 
reading  of  the  original.  Each  part  will  con- 
tain 40  plates  on  special  handmade  paper. 
Not  less  than  five  parts  are  to  be  issued  an- 
nually and  the  whole  is  to  be  completed  by 
1900.  Only  280  copies  are  to  be  printed. 

HYSLOP,  Ja.  H.     Elements  of  ethics.     N.  Y., 
Scribner,  1895.     c.    7+470  p.  O.  cl.,  $2.50. 
Brief  bibliographies  are  appended  to  the  more 

important  chapters. 

MEANS, ]&.,ed.  The  aeronautical  annual,  1895: 
devoted  to  the  encouragement  of  experiments 


with  aerial  machines  and  to  the  advancement 
of  the  science  of  aerodynamics.  Bost.,  W.  B. 
Clarke  &  Co.,  [1895.]  c.  '94.  172  p.  il.  O. 
pap.,$i. 

Contains  a  5-p.  bibliography  of  aeronautics. 

PFISTER,  Ch.  Les  manuscrits  allemands  de  la 
Bibliotheque  Nationale  relatifs  a  1'histoire  de 
I' Alsace.  Paris,  Fischbacher,  1894.  8°,  6  fr. 

SHKRBORN,  C.  Davis.  A  bibliography  of  Malaya, 
from  June,  1892,  to  July,  1893.  (Journal  of 
the  Straits  branch  of  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society,  no.  27,  p.  135-175.) 

WARNER,  Amos  G.  American  charities:  a 
study  in  philanthropy  and  economics.  N.  Y., 
T.  Y.  Crowell  &  Co.,  [1895.]  c.  '94.  D. 
(Lib.  of  economics  and  politics,  no.  4.)  cl., 
$1.75- 
There  is  a  full  bibliography,  covering  n 

pages. 

WOOD,  Butler.  A  bibliography  of  the  works  of 
the  Bronte  family,  including  a  list  of  books 
and  magazine  articles  on  the  Brontes,  to- 
gether with  a  notice  of  works  relating  to 
Haworth.  (Bronte  Society  publications,  part 
i.)  34  P-  O. 

"As  many  of  the  editions  of  the  Bronte'  works 
are  merely  reprints  of  previous  issues  it  has  not 
been  thought  desirable  to  indicate  more  than  a 
few  of  these,  nor  have  collations  of  many  of  the 
ordinary  editions  been  given,  but  all  the  impor- 
tant ones  are  entered  and  the  collations  given 
wherever  possible."  The  bibliography  is  ar- 
ranged in  the  following  order  :  i,  Rev.  Patrick 
Bronte;  2,  Collected  works  and  poems;  3,  Char- 
lotte Bronte;  4,  Emily  Bronte;  5,  Anne  Bronte; 
6,  Complete  books  on  the  Brontes  ;  7,  Books 
partly  on  the  Brontes;  8,  Magazine  articles  on 
the  Brontes  ;  9,  List  of  books  relating  to 
Haworth. 

WYSS,  G.  v.  Geschichte  der  Historiographie 
in  der  Schweiz.  Herausgegeben  durch  die 
allgemeine  geschichtsforschende  Gesellschaft 
der  Schweiz.  Lieferung  i.  Zurich,  Fasi  & 
Beer,  1894.  80  p.  8°,  1.60  m. 

INDEXES, 

FLETCHER,  W:  I.,  and  BOWKER,  R:  R.  The 
annual  literary  index,  1894;  including  period- 
icals, American  and  English  ;  essays,  book- 
chapters,  etc.;  with  author-index,  bibliogra- 
phies, and  necrology;  ed.  with  the  co-operation 
of  members  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion and  of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  staff.  N.  Y., 
Office  of  the  '^Publishers'  Weekly,  1895.  c. 
10+152+77  p.  O.  cl.,  $3.50. 
The  third  supplement  to  the  last  five-yearly 

volume  of  "  Poole"  (1887-91),  and  to  the  "A. 

L.  A.  Index." 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY  RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new,  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small  Commission  on  the  Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.     Second-hand 

Catalogues  by  early  Mails,  and  no  Commission  charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

No  expensive  sub-agencies  at  home  or  abroad.  Foreign  books  on  easy  terms. 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others : 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,   Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 

BINDING. 

Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.    Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.    Superior 
Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old  Books.     Calf  Extra  In  Every  Variety. 
Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law 
Books  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  In  Cloth.     Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 
dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  In 
Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faitnfulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen's  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  We»t,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  Iowa  State  Agricultural  Callegt. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  fcei  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake."— MRLVIL  DEWEV,  Matt  Library,  fftw  York. 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 

MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL  TERMS  FOR  LARGE  ORDERS. 


io8 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


[March,  '95 


THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO., 

5  and  7  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York, 

nAKE  a  specialty  of  supplying  public,  private,  and  school  LIBRARIES,  for  which 
they  have  exceptional  facilities  through  their  connection  with  many  of  the  largest  houses 
as  special  agents,  and  by  carrying  the  stock  of  all  American  Publishers. 

They  are  pleased  to  give  estimates  at  lowest  rates  on  lists  of  proposed  purchases,  and 
solicit  correspondence  with  Librarians  and  other  bookbuyers. 

This  house  is  characterized    by  its  Promptness,    Carefulness,    and    Low 
Prices. 

There  will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  application  a  topically  arranged  General  Library  List 
selected  from  the  books  of  all  publishers. 


Telegraphic  Address : 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON. 


H.  SOTHERAN  &  CO., 


Code  in  Use : 

UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816. 

A  Monthly  Catalogue  of  Second-Hand  Books.    Specimen  Number  post  free. 


Strand,   W.  C.,  and  37   Piccadilly.  W.  :  London. 

KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO., 


PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRART  AGENTS, 

Having  extensive  experience  in  supplying  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  MUSEUMS,  GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS,  etc.  ,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Miscellaneous  Requisites,  Books  (New  and 
Second-hand),  or  Periodicals  in  all  Languages,  offer  their  Services  to  LIBRARIANS,  SECRE- 
TARIES, AND  OTHERS.  Careful  attention  given  to  every  detail.  Exceptional  Facilities  for 
obtaining  Foreign  and  Scarce  Books.  BINDING  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  UNDERTAKEN.  Periodicals 
and  Newspapers  Promptly  Supplied  as  issued.  Books  Shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  World  at  Lowest 
Rates. 

TERMS  ON  APPLICATION,  ALSO  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES,  HANDBOOKS,  ETC. 


BOOKS  WANTED. 


The  Boston  Book  Co.,  15^  Beacon  St.,  Boston, 

Mass.     \Cash.1 

Library  Journal,  any  vols.  or  nos. 
Cosmopolitan,  1880-89,  any  nos. 

North  American  Review,  any  vols.  or  nos.  before  1878. 
Amer.  Journal  of  Arch&ology,  any. 
Amer.  Journal  of  Education  (Barnard),  any  vols. 
New  England  Mag,,  Sept.,  1890,  50  cents. 
Mag.  of  Western  History,  any  nos. 
Museum  of  Foreign  Literature,  set  or  vols. 
Nation,  v.  1-28,  any. 
Engineering  Mag.,  any. 
New  Englander,  Nov.,  i8<;i ;  Index  v.  20. 
Overland  Monthly,  1883-89,  odd. 
Biblical  Repertory,  1828-40,  '48. 

O.  H.,  P.  O.  Box  943,  N.  Y. 

Library  Journal,  August,  1894. 

Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free   Public  Lib. 
Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collections,  v.  28-36. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


T  DESIRE  to  obtain  a  position  for  a  lady  who  has  been 
•*•  employed  here  for  the  past  ten  months.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Pratt  Institute  Library  School,  Class  of 
1892,  and  is  a  superior  cataloger  and  classifier,  and  is 
competent  to  take  full  charge  of  library,  having  good 
commendations  from  the  Vassar,  Binghamton, and  Scran- 
ton  libraries.  A.  W.  TYLER,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 


~\ftT ANTED.  —  POSITION  as  librarian    by  a  woman 
trained  in  the  New  York  State  Library  School  and 
with  four  years'  practical  experience  in  library  work. 
Address  LIBRARIAN,  care  of  LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

T^T ANTED. — A  position  as  librarian  by  a  young  man  of 
•  v     several  years'  experience  in  college  and  university 
libraries  and  in  a  large  book  house.    Address  B.  H.,  care 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 
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LONDON.  LEIPZIG.  PARIS. 

B.  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROADWAY,    NEW    YORK. 

FOREIGN   OFFICES  AT   LONDON,   LEIPZIG,  AND   PARIS. 

Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 
College   and    Public  Libraries. 

SPECIAL   TERMS    FOR   LARGE   ORDERS. 


Regular  connections  with 


Terms  on  direct  application  for  the  supply  of  Foreign  and  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Weekly  shipments  by  the  fleetest  steamers  from  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Periodicals 
supplied  at  lower  rates  than  mail  copies  and  in  better  shape  for  binding. 

Rare  Books  and  Sets  of  Serials  procured  at  the  lowest  terms. 
Central  and  South  America  and  all  Oriental  countries. 

Binding  done  here  and  abroad  in  every  style. 

Auction  Sales  attended  to. 

The  Catalogues  of  Foreign  Dealers  —  English,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish  —  fur- 
nished on  application. 

Monthly  Bulletins  of  New  Books  issued  regularly. 

With  the  help  of  a  most  complete  Bibliographical  Outfit  in  all  languages  and  on  all  subjects, 
and  the  experience  of  many  years  in  this  particular  line,  estimates  can  be  furnished  promptly  and 
information  given  on  topics  of  interest  to  Librarians. 


important  handbooks   for  the   Li- 
brarian now  ready. 


Annual 

Literary  Index, 
1894, 

complements  the  "Annual  American  Catalogue"  of 
books  published  in  1894,  by  indexing  (i)  articles  in 
periodicals  published  in  1894  ;  (a)  essays  and  book-chap- 
ters in  composite  books  of  1894 ;  (3)  authors  of  periodical 
articles  and  essays ;  (4)  special  bibliographies  of  1894 ; 
(5)  authors  deceased  in  1894,  and,  in  its  special  features, 
supplements  "  Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature, 
i887-'92»"  and  the  "A.  L.  A.  Index  to  General  Litera- 
ture." 

... 

One  octavo  volume,  cloth,  $3.50. 

... 

Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

54  DUANK  STREET, 
P.  O.  Box  943,  NEW   YORK. 


Annual 

Catalogues, 

1894. 


The  Annual  American  Catalogue  for  1894  contains : 
(t)  Directory  of  American  Publishers  issuing  books 
in  1894. 

(2)  Full-title  Record,  with  descriptive  notes,  in  au- 

thor-alphabet, of  all  books  recorded  in  THE 
PUBLISHERS1  WEEKLY,  1894. 

(3)  Author-,  title-,  and  subject-index  to  same  in  one 

alphabet. 

(4)  Publishers'  annual  lists  for  1894. 

The  edition  is  limited,  and  to  secure  copies  orders 
should  be  sent  at  once.  Xlie  price  Is  83.50 
half  leather ;  $3.00  in  sheets. 

We  also  supply  the  English  Catalogue  for  1894,  price 
91.50,  paper;  the  Annual  American  and  English  Cata- 
logues, 1894,  can  be  had  in  one  volume,  half  leather,  $5.00. 


Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

54  DUANE  STREET, 
P.  O.  Box  943,  NEW  YORK. 
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LONDON  I  PARIS:  LEIPeIC: 

30  WELLINGTON  ST.,  STRAND.       76  RUE  DE  RENNES.  HOSPITAL  SIR.  1O. 

GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  for  Colleges  &  Libraries 

810    BROADWAY,    NEW    YORK, 

(TWO  DOORS  ABOVE  GRACE  CHURCH) 

begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 
clerks  at  London,  Paris  and  Leipzig*  He  has  open  accounts 
with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His  experience  enables  him  to  give  information  at  once  about 
rare  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany,  and 
can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


"  Mr.  Stechert  has  for  years  furnished  this  Library  with  most  of  its  periodicals  and  European  books,  and  has  bought  for  us 
many  thousand  volumes.  Mr.  Stechert's  success  is  due  to  his  constant  personal  attention  to  the  business,  and  the  reasonable 
terms  he  is  able  to  offer.  I  consider  a  New  York  agent  far  preferable  to  reliance  on  foreign  agents  alone." 

GEO.  H.  BAKER,  Librarian  of  Columbia  College,  New  York. 


"  Seven  years  ago,  in  reorganizing  the  Columbia  College  library,  I  spent  much  time  in  trying  to  discover  how  to  get  out 
foreign  books  and  periodicals  with  the  least  delay,  trouble  and  expense.  The  result  of  the  comparison  of  three  methods,  viz : 
ordering  direct  from  foreign  dealers,  ordering  through  one  agent  in  London,  or  ordering  through  one  agent  in  New  York  showed 
us  that  it  was  to  our  advantage  to  give  Mr.  Stechert  all  our  foreign  orders,  as  he  delivered  in  the  library  in  a  single  package 
and  with  a  single  bill  at  as  low  cost  as  we  were  able  with  vastly  greater  trouble,  to  get  a  half  dozen  different  packages  in  differ- 
ent bills  from  different  places.  In  reorganizing  the  New  York  State  Library,  I  opened  the  whole  question  anew,  and  the  result 
of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr.  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders." 

MELVIL  DEWEY,  Director  of  N.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


"  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  New  York  has  served  us  with  fidelity  in  procuring  English,  French  and  German  books,  both  new 
and  second  hand  and  also  periodicals.  His  terms  are  more  reasonable  than  any  others  that  have  come  to  our  notice,  while  he 
has  always  guarded  our  interests  very  carefully.  We  find  it  a  great  convenience  to  have  one  agency  in  New  York,  represented 
by  branches  in  different  European  countries." 

Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  of  Adelbert  College,  Cleveland,  O. 


"  Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
seem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  things  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you." 

ERNEST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  »f  College  of  'Neva  Jersey,  Princeton,  N.J. 


"  Our  library  committee  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.     You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollars,  but  havt 
Shown  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you." 

A.  S.  COLUNS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  tf. 

QIJSTAV    K.    STKCHKRT, 

PARIS.         LEIPZIG.         NEW  YORK. 
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THERE  is  no  more  important  —  as  there  is  no 
more  interesting  —  part  of  a  librarian's  work 
than  that  dealing  with  the  relations  of  the  library 
and  the  school.  It  seems  not  too  much  to  say 
that  this  is  the  most  vital  branch  of  a  library's 
administration.  For  the  children  are  the  libra- 
ry's most  hopeful  material  ;  they  are  to  be  the 
readers  of  the  future,  and  they  are  not  yet  be- 
yond the  power  of  influence  nor  are  they  re- 
sentful of  direction.  The  library  that  has  no 
connection  with  the  local  schools  is  neglecting 
its  mission  and  ignoring  its  noblest  opportuni- 
ties. It  is  through  this  medium  that  the  chil- 
dren may  be  reached  most  easily,  most  directly, 
and  most  effectively.  Let  the  library  once 
become  the  recognized  depository  of  material 
for  "compositions,"  " observation "  items,  etc., 
and  it  will  soon  take  equal  rank  as  a  source  of 
home  reading.  Let  the  children  find  that  their 
needs  have  prompt  attention,  their  questions 
considerate  and  kindly  answers,  and  the  libra- 
rian becomes  a  friend  whose  suggestions  are 
willingly  received  and  frequently  followed. 
When  the  world  of  books  is  made  an  intimate 
part  of  the  every-day  world  of  school-time  and 
play-time,  the  education  thus  begun  will  inevi- 
tably prepare  the  way  for  that  later  and  more 
potent  self-education  that  comes  with  the  read- 
ing of  good  books. 

BUT  in  this  work  the  aid  of  the  teacher  is 
essential  to  success,  and  the  teacher  is  generally 
the  unknown  quantity  in  the  problem.  Indeed, 
the  most  difficult  part  of  the  librarian's  work  is 
to  enlist  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  the 
teachers.  It  will  not  do  to  wait  until  their  co- 
operation is  offered.  The  first  advances  must 
come  from  the  library,  and  in  most  cases  it  re- 
quires much  more  than  a  "  first  step"  to  count. 
Teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  not  particularly  respon- 
sive to  the  claims  upon  their  time  and  attention 
that  co-operation  with  the  library  entails.  They 
are  apt  to  feel  that  their  work  is  arduous 
enough  as  it  is,  and  that  the  use  and  circula- 
tion of  library  books  among  their  scholars  mean 
simply  additional  work  and  scant  results. 
Those  true  teachers  who  recognize  their  re- 
sponsibilities and  accept  them  to  the  full,  are  far 
outnumbered  by  the  many  who  care  little  and 


think  less  of  the  higher  duties  of  their  calling, 
and  who  deem  co-operation  with  the  library  a 
tiresome  work  of  supererogation.  It  is  to  the 
latter  that  the  librarian  must  especially  appeal 
—  the  former  are  on  the  right  side  from  the  first. 
Personal  intercourse,  short  talks  at  teachers' 
meetings,  the  extension  of  privileges  to  teachers, 
and  kindred  wiles  must  be  resorted  to,  and 
generally  will  be  successful.  When  by  these 
means  the  teachers'  enthusiasm  and  sympathy 
are  obtained  the  rubicon  is  crossed,  for  in  each 
school-room  there  is  a  library  lieutenant,  know- 
ing the  children  and  their  needs  as  the  busy 
librarian  cannot  do,  and  supplementing  and  ex- 
tending the  work  of  the  library  with  the  best 
and  most  lasting  results. 


THE  various  phases  of  this  important  subject 
—  the  co-operation  of  teachers  and  librarians, 
the  relations  of  the  library  and  the  schools,  and 
the  direction  of  children's  reading  —  are  dis- 
cussed in  this  number  of  the  JOURNAL  from  vari- 
ous standpoints  of  personal  experience.  No  one 
special  feature  is  emphasized,  unless  it  be  the 
importance  of  the  work  ;  but  the  selection  of 
books  for  school  work,  methods  of  reference 
work  among  children,  means  of  educating  chil- 
dren in  the  use  of  the  library,  and  ways  in  which 
the  child's  home  reading  may  be  influenced  and 
guided,  are  considered  and  set  forth.  Such  a 
symposium  as  this  cannot  fail  to  be  helpful,  full 
of  interest  and  suggestion  ;  above  all,  encourag- 
ing. It  shows  the  high  standards  that  may  be 
attained  by  all  who  will,  and  it  demonstrates 
again  —  if  such  demonstration  be  necessary  — 
how  thoroughly  the  "  missionary  spirit"  should 
be  inherent  in  the  best  library  work. 

UNDER  the  provision  of  the  new  public  docu- 
ments law,  making  the  bureau  of  public  docu- 
ments a  department  of  the  Government  Printing 
Office, the  public  printer  has  appointed  Mr.  Fran- 
cis A.  Crandall  to  be  superintendent  of  public 
documents.  This  action  terminates  Mr.  John  G. 
Ames'  long  period  of  service  as  superintendent 
of  this  bureau  ;  whether  it  will  completely  sever 
his  connection  with  the  department  is  uncer- 
tain. It  is  much  to  b«  regretted  that  Mr.  Ames 
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has  not  been  allowed  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  the  new  law  for  continuing  and  developing 
under  new  and  more  favorable  facilities  the 
work  which  he  has  prosecuted  so  long  and 
so  successfully  under  disadvantageous  circum- 
stances. His  retention  in  office  has  been  stren- 
uously urged  by  the  A.  L.  A.  committee  on 
public  documents  and  by  individual  members  of 
the  association,  and  his  retirement  is  a  serious 
loss,  not  only  to  the  bureau  of  documents  but 
to  library  interests,  which  he  has  always  served 
and  aided  to  the  utmost  of  his  power. 


WITH  the  passage  of  the  bill  amending  the  act 
for  the  "  consolidation  of  library  companies  in 
the  city  of  New  York,"  the  legal  way  is  made 
clear  for  the  consolidation  of  the  Astor  and 
Lenox  libraries  and  the  Tilden  Trust.  The  act 
does  not  in  any  way  incorporate  the  great 
"  Public  Library  of  New  York,"  nor  does  it 
make  such  incorporation  obligatory.  It  simply 
removes  any  legal  obstacles  in  the  way  of  con- 
solidation, when  final  action  towards  that  end 
shall  be  taken  by  the  trustees.  Such  action  is 
still  to  be  taken,  although  it  is  presaged  in  the 
assent  of  the  various  trustees  to  the  consolidation 
plan.  So  many  other  details  will  remain  to  be 
decided  after  the  incorporation  becomes  an  ac- 
complished fact  that  "'twere  well  'twere  done 
quickly,"  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  within  the 
next  few  weeks  the  "  New  York  Public  Library 
—  Astor,  Lenox,  and  Tilden  Foundations"  may 
have  entered  upon  its  corporate  existence. 


Communications. 


THE    FIRE    AT    THE    MILWAUKEE    PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 

MAY  I  send  through  the  JOURNAL  a  general 
message  of  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  let- 
ters which  our  reported  loss  by  fire  has  called 
out  ?  I  should  like  to  answer  each  one  individu- 
ally but  am  unable  to  do  so. 

It  was  a  very  narrow  escape  indeed  for  the 
library,  but  by  the  faithful,  heroic  work  of  the 
firemen,  with  the  inspiration  and  direction  of  the 
president  of  our  board  of  trustees,  the  fire  was 
checked  in  the  corner  portion  of  our  building 
and  we  were  spared  loss  by  either  fire  or  water. 
It  is  one  more  object-lesson  of  the  necessity  for 
quick  work  with  our  new  building.  The  control 
of  its  erection  has  been  vested,  by  an  act  of  the 
present  legislature,  in  the  library  and  museum 
trustees.  The  architect  promises  that  plans 
and  specifications  shall  be  ready  for  the  adver- 
tising for  bids  for  construction  by  May  first,  and 
it  seems  now  as  if  the  building  should  be  well 
out  of  the  ground  before  snow  flies. 

THERESA  WEST. 


A   WORKING  EXAMPLE. 

THE  following  letter,  addressed  to  a  member 
of  the  A.  L.  A.,  who  has  given  her  energies 
largely  to  the  guidance  and  development  of 
children's  reading,  is  sent  to  the  JOURNAL  by  its 
recipient  as  an  illustration  of  what  may  be  done 
in  that  direction,  even  with  limited  resources,  if 
enthusiasm  and  perseverance  go  to  the  task: 

MY  DEAR  Miss :    I  have  been  working 

all  winter  under  the  inspiration  of  the  ideas  and 
ideals  gained  last  September  at  the  Conference, 
and  I  write  you  to-day  to  thank  you  for  the 
large  share  you  had  in  helping  me.  Under 
another  cover,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  "  reading 
list  for  the  young  people"  that  I  prepared  early 
in  the  winter.  In  January,  armed  with  these 
lists,  I  visited  the  schools,  coming  in  contact 
with  2000  children  and  young  people.  Evidently 
the  children  heard  and  heeded,  for  we  have 
been  busy  enough  caring  for  them  ever  since, 
not  only  at  the  delivery  desk  but  in  the  refer- 
ence room  as  well.  They  are  learning  to  be 
students. 

From  a  librarian's  point  of  view,  my  lists  are 
very  imperfect,  and  I  am  almost  ashamed  to 
send  them  to  other  libraries.  The  type  was  set 
at  odd  moments  by  the  city  editor  of  our  daily 
paper;  "A  personal  favor"  he  said,  "in  ex- 
change for  the  articles  you  have  written  for  me  " 
—  library  notes,  he  meant.  So  all  the  lists  cost 
was  the  price  of  paper  and  presswork,  The 
omission  of  call  numbers  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
they  were  too  much  for  the  city  editor,  and  be- 
cause the  work  was  a  gift  I  omitted  them;  but 
we  know  our  shelves  so  well  that  we  are  not 
troubled  by  their  omission.  The  capital  letters 
form  the  most  glaring  fault,  for,  spite  of  copy 
and  many  warnings,  the  newspaper  idea  of 
headlines  gained  and  carried  the  day. 

But  the  lists  are  serving  their  purpose,  and 
that  is  best  of  all.  We  are  having  an  ex- 
ceedingly busy  and  prosperous  winter.  We 
count  our  increase  in  every  department  by  one 
or  two  thousand  every  month  over  last  year. 
And  in  number  of  books  we  have  attained  this 
winter  accessions  to  10,000,  and  we  are  now 
aiming  for  20,000.  

THE  COLLA  TION  OF  BOOKS. 

MR.  FLETCHER'S  remarks  in  regard  to  collating 
bring  to  mind  a  personal  experience.  In  an  in- 
voice of  several  hundred  volumes  from  London, 
where  most  of  the  books  had  been  rebound  to 
order,  it  was  afterwards  discovered  that  the 
binders  had  inserted  a  signature  of  Mrs.  Somer- 
ville's  "  Physical  geography  "  in  the  middle  of  a 
volume  of  Crabbe's  Poems.  Upon  this,  the 
first-named  work  was  examined,  and  found  to 
contain  the  missing  pages  of  poetry,  ready  to 
be  "  said  or  sung"  by  the  surprised  student.  So 
the  two  volumes  were  sent  back  to  London, 
where  the  binders,  who  had  so  "pleasantly  di- 
versified "  their  contents,  had  the  trouble  of  re- 
constructing them.  More  recently,  what  was 
supposed  to  be  a  set  of  "  The  Kalevala,"  in  two 
volumes,  was  after  a  time  found  to  consist  of  two 
copies  of  vol.  I,  without  any  vol.  2,  although 
the  covers  were  all  right.  M.  O.  N. 
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HOW  TEACHERS   SHOULD   CO-OPERATE  WITH   LIBRARIANS.* 
BY  GEORGE  WATSON  COLE,  Librarian  Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library. 


IN  the  "Vision  of  Mirza,"  by  Addison,  there 
is  an  allegorical  description  of  the  Bridge  of 
Human  Life.  This  bridge  consists  of  about  100 
arches,  each  arch  representing  a  year  of  human 
existence.  At  its  entrance  is  seen  a  multitude  of 
people,  rushing  forward  to  cross  it.  In  each  arch 
are  numerous  pitfalls,  through  which  many  are 
precipitated  into  the  River  of  Time,  which  flows 
below,  and  are  forever  lost  to  view.  As  this 
crowd  passes  along,  it  is  constantly  diminishing 
in  number.  After  the  middle  of  the  bridge  is 
passed,  the  number  is  so  small  that  but  here  and 
there  is  any  one  to  be  seen.  Before  the  further 
end  is  reached,  all  who  started  have  disappeared, 
each  having  fallen  through  some  one  of  its  nu- 
merous arches. 

A  similar  picture  would  not  inaptly  represent 
those  who  start  out  to  receive  the  education 
which  is  provided  by  our  schools,  academies,  and 
colleges.  Many  of  those  who  enter  the  primary 
and  grammar  schools  drop  out  before  reaching 
the  high  school,  and  but  a  small  part  of  these 
pass  on  to  the  college  and  other  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning.  Statistics  show,  unless  I  am 
greatly  mistaken,  that  a  large  percentage  of 
children  leave  school  before  they  are  12  years 
of  age.  This  being  the  case,  it  becomes  a  vital 
question  with  our  teachers  how  to  train  this  class 
of  pupils  so  that  the  limited  time  they  spend  in 
school  shall  be  most  profitably  employed.  At 
best,  the  time  is  too  short  in  which  to  do  much. 
What  shall  be  done  ?  Upon  what  basis  must  we 
plan  this  important  work  ? 

The  duty  is  a  responsible  one,  which  does  not 
cease  when  the  teachers  have  imparted  to  the  pu- 
pil all  the  information  contained  in  the  prescribed 
text-books.  After  all  has  been  said  and  done,  they 
can  only  train  the  pupil  to  become  self-educating, 
and  implant  in  his  mind  a  desire  and  resolution 
to  go  on,  after  he  shall  have  left  their  hands,  and 
continue  to  develop  himself  in  those  directions 
in  which  nature  has  specially  fitted  him  to  excel. 

How  shall  this  be  done?  As  librarians,  we 
believe  it  to  be  the  first  duty  of  the  teacher  to 
encourage  the  young  to  acquire  the  reading  habit. 
Do  not  mistake  the  term  reading  habit  for  read- 
ing as  usually  taught  in  the  schools.  It  is  some- 
thing more.  It  is  an  overmastering  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  young-,  fed  by  a  lively  curiosity 

*  Paper  read  before  the  New  York  Library  Club,  at  the 
Teachers'  College,  New  York,  NOV.  8, 1894. 


and  interest,  to  gain  information,  which  finds 
expression  in  reading  voraciously  everything 
that  tends  to  satisfy  this  craving.  When  once 
the  reading  habit  takes  possession  of  a  boy  he 
is  in  a  fair  way,  provided  his  tastes  are  properly 
directed,  to  become  self-educating.  Thus  it  is 
of  more  importance  for  teachers  to  impart  this 
to  scholars  than  to  teach  them  most  perfectly 
every  study  in  the  curriculum  of  the  school. 

Every  child  is  endowed  by  nature  with  an  in- 
satiable curiosity,  which  should  be  encouraged 
and  directed  for  his  good.  However  dull  he 
may  seem,  there  is  some  subject  in  which  he  is 
much  interested,  and  it  is  the  teacher's  duty  to 
study  each  case  until  this  is  discovered.  In  this 
connection,  Mr.  George  E.  Hardy,  in  a  paper  on 
"  Literature  for  children,"  says: 

"  The  great  problem  of  the  schools  to-day  is 
not  to  teach  our  pupils  how  to  read,  but  what  to 
read.  The  true  function  of  the  reading-lesson 
is  to  stimulate  and  control  the  child's  imagina- 
tion, to  fill  his  mind  with  the  highest  thoughts 
of  the  best  men,  and  to  create  for  him  an  ethical 
ideal  which  shall  dominate  his  entire  being,  and 
be  at  the  very  centre  of  his  consciousness  ;  and 
it  is  our  bounden  duty  as  teachers  to  supply  such 
inspirations  to  our  pupils  at  every  stage  of  their 
intellectual  life  by  presenting  them  the  best  of 
our  literature  that  they  can  appreciate  and  under- 
stand." 

"  If  we  fail  to  do  this,  and  content  ourselves 
wjth  giving  the  child  the  mere  mechanical  ability 
to  read,  we  are  leaving  him  in  the  possession  of 
a  power  that  is  equally  potent  for  evil  as  it  is  for 
good.  For  nowadays  a  child  who  can  read  will 
read;  and  if  we  do  not  lead  and  direct  his  taste, 
the  enemy,  who  is  ever  lying  in  wait  for  poor, 
faltering  humanity,  will  give  the  child  abundant 
opportunity  to  taste  of  the  knowledge  of  evil; 
and  this  evil,  whose  knowledge  is  death  to  the 
soul  of  every  pure  boy  or  girl,  is  crowding  us  at 
every  turn  and  corner  of  life." 

"  In  what  way  can  we  save  our  little  ones  from 
contamination?  My  answer  is,  by  making  it 
impossible,  from  the  very  beginning,  for  them 
to  like  such  literature,  and  by  filling  their  minds, 
from  the  earliest  years,  with  great  thoughts,  so 
that  by  constantly  thinking  of  them,  they  '  will 
become  like  greatest  men.'" 

"But  you  ask,  Where  shall  such  important 
work  be  commenced  ?  Every  intelligent  teacher 
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agrees  nowadays  that  English  literature  should 
be  substituted  for  the  modern  graded  reader  in 
the  upper  grades.  Not  every  teacher,  however, 
is  prepared  to  agree  with  me,  I  venture  to  say, 
when  I  state  that  a  child  should  commence  the 
reading  of  real  literature  when  he  has  acquired 
the  mechanical  power  of  reading;  in  other  words, 
when  he  has  mastered  the  '  primer.' " 

It  is  just  at  this  point  that  the  library,  which 
is,  after  all,  the  people's  great  university,  comes 
to  the  aid  of  the  school.  It  is  a  great  store- 
house from  which  may  be  drawn  that  mass  of 
supplementary  reading  which  in  the  near  future 
is,  we  believe,  to  play  a  very  important  part  in 
the  education  of  the  young.  The  old-time 
method  of  memorizing  text-books  has  had  its 
day.  Many  a  boy  and  girl  has  had  interest 
changed  to  apathy,  if  not  disgust,  by  this  sense- 
less, yes,  pernicious  method.  The  pupil  who 
was  deemed  dull  in  the  routine  studies  of  the 
school  was  bright  enough  when  reading  books 
which  appealed  to  his  curiosity.  This  has  been 
shown  time  and  time  again  in  the  case  of  many 
students,  even  collegians,  who,  while  never 
manifesting  especial  scholarship  in  their  pre- 
scribed studies,  have  yet  become  famous  in  after 
life  in  branches  which  they  had  little  or  no  op- 
portunity to  develop  during  their  school  life. 

The  teacher  of  to-day  instead  of  attempting 
to  make  all  his  pupils  conform  to  a  fixed  stand- 
ard, which  too  often  is  equivalent  to  forcing 
square  pegs  into  round  holes,  and  vice  versa, 
interests  himself  in  the  individuality  of  his  pu- 
pils by  studying  their  tastes;  and  by  kindly 
advice  and  watchful  supervision  encouragesthem 
to  develop  themselves  in  the  various  directions 
which  nature  seems  to  have  laid  out  for  them. 

How  is  the  teacher  going  to  co-operate  with 
the  librarian  in  carrying  on  this  broader  method 
of  education  ?  To  begin  with,  I  would  suggest 
that  the  teacher  encourage  his  pupils  to  pursue  a 
course  of  reading  which  shall  supplement  the 
studies  pursued  in  the  school.  To  make  my 
meaning  clearer,  let  us  suppose  a  class  is  study- 
ing the  geography  of  Spain.  Call  on  the  libra- 
rian, tell  him  what  you  are  teaching,  and  ask 
him  what  books  he  has  in  the  library  on  the 
geography  or  description  of  that  country  and 
what  books  of  travels  in  Spain  he  can  supply. 
He  may  possibly  have  15  or  20.  If  the  library 
issues  teachers'  cards  upon  which  a  number  of 
books  may  be  drawn  at  a  time,  get  the  librarian 
to  issue  you  such  a  card  and  draw  all  the  books 
the  rules  permit,  and  carry  them  to  your  school- 


room. These  books  may  be  illustrated ;  if  so, 
the  pictures  will  interest  your  scholars  and  give 
them  much  to  think  of  and  talk  about.  Read 
extracts  to  the  class  upon  points  or  places  men- 
tioned in  the  lesson.  The  books  can  be  given 
out  to  be  read  by  the  pupils;  if  so,  question 
them  on  what  they  have  read  to  see  if  they 
have  read  intelligently. 

Just  here  it  may  be  well  to  name  several  books, 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  which  will  aid  the 
teacher  materially  in  co-operating  intelligently 
with  the  librarian.  And  first  there  is  Mr.  Geo. 

E.  Hardy's  "  Five  hundred  books  for  the  young," 
a  graded    and    annotated   list,    published    by 
Scribner's  in  1892.     This  is  one  of  the  latest 
lists,  if  not  the  latest  one  published,  and  consists 
of  books  in  print  at  the  time  it  was  issued.     It 
is  carefully  graded  and  will  prove  of  great  value 
in  selecting  books  well  within  the  intelligence 
of  the  pupils. 

Sargent's  "  Reading  for  the  young,"  a  classi- 
fied and  annotated  catalog,  published  by  the 
Library  Bureau  in  1890,  is  similar  in  scope  to 
Hardy's  book.but  has  a  larger  number  and  a  more 
extended  variety  of  books  from  which  to  select. 

The  teacher  in  geography  will  find  in  Charles 

F.  King's  "  Methods  and  aids  in  geography" 
(Lee   &   Shepard,  1888)  frequent  references  to 
books  on  the  subject,  especially  in  chapter  19  : 
"  Sources  of  information  and  illustration,"  and 
chapter  20 :"  List  of  a  thousand  geographical 
books."     While  the  teacher  in  American  history 
will  find  in  Gordy  and  Twitchell's  "  Pathfinder 
of  American  history"  and  Winsor's  "Reader's 
handbook  of  the  American  Revolution  "  valuable 
suggestions  as  to  supplementary  reading. 

Lists  have  also  been  printed  in  several  of  the 
reports  of  different  state  boards  of  education 
The  teacher  should  be  cautioned,  however,  not 
to  place  too  much  reliance  upon  any  one  list, 
however  excellent  or  well  selected.  These  lists 
soon  get  out  of  date.  New  books  are  constant- 
ly appearing,  and  what  a  wealth  of  illustration, 
beauty  of  letter-press  and  binders'  designs  are 
given  to  the  young  readers  of  the  present  day  ! 
How  many  talented  writers  are  constantly  pro- 
ducing books  for  the  young  of  a  literary  excel- 
lence that  was  quite  unknown  a  generation  or 
two  since  ! 

I  ought  not  to  omit  to  state  that  graded  lists 
have  been  prepared  by  teachers  (in several  places, 
as,  for  instance,  in  Poughkeepsie.by  Mr,  Sickley. 
Catalogs  of  reading  for  the  young  are  issued  by 
many  libraries  and,  where  no  separate  list  ig 
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issued,  nearly  every  library  distinguishes  in 
some  conventional  way  such  books  as  are  suit- 
able for  its  younger  readers. 

Special  effort  to  guide  the  young  in  their 
reading  is  made  in  some  libraries,  among  which 
may  be  named  those  of  Cleveland  and  Milwau- 
kee. Mr.  Brett,  of  Cleveland,  has  prepared  and 
printed  a  paper  relating  to  this  subject,  and  Miss 
Lutie  E.  Stearns,  superintendent  of  the  circu- 
lating department  of  the  Milwaukee  Public  Li- 
brary, had  a  very  excellent  paper  on  the  work 
she  is  doing  in  that  city,  which  is  printed  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Lake  Placid  Conference  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 

In  Jersey  City  we  have  taken  great  pains  to 
get  all  the  teachers  in  our  public  schools  inter- 
ested in  the  Free  Public  Library  and  have  them 
induce  their  pupils  to  take  out  borrowers' cards. 
Many  of  the  scholars  have  done  so.  From  the 
nature  of  the  case  it  is  impossible  to  keep  statis- 
tics as  to  their  number.  The  fact  that  of  our 
entire  circulation  during  the  year  1892-93  a 
little  over  24  %  was  juvenile  fiction  shows  for  itself 
how  largely  the  library  is  used  by  the  young. 

For  the  past  year  or  two  we  have  sent  to  our 
schools  copies  of  the  classics  for  children  pub- 
lished by  Ginn.&  Co.,  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co., 
and  others.  We  have  purchased'from  three  to 
four  dozen  each  of  the  following  books,  viz.: 
^Esop.  "Child's  version  of  fables."  Ginn  & 

Co.     48  copies. 
Andersen.     "Fairy  talcs,"  v.  i.     Ginn  &   Co. 

48  copies. 
Andersen.     "  Fairy  tales,"  v.  2.     Ginn  &   Co. 

48  copies. 
Andrews.     "  Seven  little  sisters  who  live  on  a 

round  ball."  Ginn  &  Co.  48  copies. 
Andrews.     "  Seven  little  sisters  who  prove  their 

sisterhood."  Ginn  &  Co.  48  copies. 
Burroughs.     "  Birds  and  bees."     H.,  M.  &  Co. 

42  copies. 
Hale's    "  Arabian  nights."      Ginn  &   Co.      36 

copies. 
De  Foe.      "  Robinson  Crusoe."     Ginn  &  Co. 

48  copies. 
Francillon.     "  Gods  and  heroes."    Ginn  &  Co. 

36  copies. 
Grimm.    "  Fairy  tales."     Educ.  Pub.  Co.     42 

copies, 
Goldsmith.    "  Vicar  of  Wakefield."    Ginn  &  Co. 

36  copies. 
Hawthorne.  "  True  stories."    H.,  M.  &  Co.   42 

copies. 
Hawthorne.  "Wonder  book."  H.,  M.  &  Co.  42 

copies. 
Irving.      "Sketch    book."      Ginn   &   Co.      36 

copies. 
Johonnot.      "  Ten    great    events    In    history." 

Amer.  B'k  Co.    36  copies. 
Johonnot.    "  Stories  of  our  country."    Amer. 

B'k  Co.    42  copies, 


Lamb.     "  Tales  from  Shakespeare."    Ginn   & 

Co.     36  copies. 
Scudder.    "  Fables  and  folk  stories."    H.,  M.  & 

Co.     48  copies. 

Sewell.    "  Black  Beauty."    48  copies. 
Wyss  and  Montolieu.       "Swiss  family  Robin- 
son."   Ginn  &  Co.     48  copies. 

To  these  we  have  just  added  50  copies  each 
of  Numbers  2,  3,  4,  and  5  of  "  Selections  from 
the  Youth's  Companion  for  supplementary  read- 
ing," published  by  Perry,  Mason  &  Co.,  of  Bos- 
ton. They  are  entitled  respectively  "  Glimpses 
of  Europe,"  "  The  American  tropics,"  "  Sketch- 
es of  the  Orient,"  and  "  Old  ocean." 

These  sets  are  sent  to  the  schools,  being  charged 
to  the  teachers,  who  are  permitted  to  renew  them 
once  so  that  they  are  kept  in  one  school  for 
four  weeks.  The  sets  are  not  broken  up,  but 
are  sent  entire  to  the  school  entitled  to  receive 
them  by  our  schedule;  that  is,  the  whole  48 
copies,  of  "Black  Beauty"  go  to  one  school. 
These  books  may  be  used  for  class  reading,  dis- 
tributed for  home  reading,  .or  given  out  for 
reading  in  school  hours  to  those  who  have  per- 
formed their  school  studies,  as  the  teacher  may 
deem  most  expedient.  The  teachers  thus  dis- 
tribute them  to  their  pupils,  but  we  have  not 
asked  them  to  keep  any  record  of  the  number 
of  times  they  are  circulated  while  in  their  posses- 
sion. 

This  plan  has  been  very  successful  in  its  re- 
sults and  is  heartily  commended  by  the  teachers. 
Many  of  the  pupils,  and  not  a  few  of  their  par- 
ents, have  by  this  means  come  to  get  their  first 
taste  of  real  literature,  which  might  not  have 
been  the  case  had  they  been  turned  loose  in  the 
library.  I  think  much  can  be  done  in  this  way 
towards  creating  and  fostering  the  reading  habit 
and  I  look  for  still  greater  results  in  the  future. 

Teachers  will  uniformly  find  librarians  ready 
to  aid  them  in  every  way  in  their  power.  If 
the  library  is  provided  with  a  suitable  room  for 
the  purpose,  teachers  should  go  there  with  their 
classes  and  look  over  and  talk  about  books 
which  pertain  to  their  school  studies.  The  li- 
brarian will  be  only  too  glad  of  the  opportunity 
to  lay  out  as  many  books  as  they  wish  to  use  for 
this  purpose.  Such  occasions  should  be  im- 
proved by  explaining  to  the  scholars  the  scope 
and  use  of  dictionaries,  encyclopaedias,  indexes, 
and  other  works  of  reference. 

Another  way  of  utilizing  the  library  is  to  give 
out  subjects  to  be  looked  up  by  the  pupils,  send- 
ing them  to  the  library  to  get  the  desired  infor- 
mation. 

In  Cleveland  the  library  sends  to  schools  5° 
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or  100  volumes  which  are  retained  until  the  end 
of  the  term  as  a  school-room  library. 

The  plans  that  have  been  mentioned  are  sug- 
gestive to  the  teacher  of  ways  in  which  he  may 
co-operate  with  the  librarian  in  this  work.  The 
ingenuity  of  the  teacher  should  be  exercised  to 
make  use  of  the  best  possible  means  of  interest- 
ing his  pupils  in  go'od  reading,  thus  making  of 
them  inveterate  and  at  the  same  time  discrimi- 
nating readers. 

In  closing,  I  may  be  excused  if  I  make  one 
more  short  extract  from  Mr.  Hardy's  paper  on 
"  Literature  for  children."  He  says: 

"  Reading  from  the  great  masterpieces,  under 
the  careful  direction  of  his  teacher,  the  child 


will  often  form  for  himself  unconsciously  a  cor- 
rect standard  of  the  true  and  the  good;  and  act- 
ing under  its  influence,  he  will  reject  the  false 
and  impure.  In  the  course  of  time  he  will  be- 
come possessed  of  a  conscious  ideal  of  life  which, 
while  not  rising  to  the  highest  ideal,  will  yet 
serve  him  as  an  ethical  touchstone  to  which  he 
can  safely  refer  many  of  the  problems  of  life. 
In  the  possession  of  even  such  a  modest  stand- 
ard he  will  refuse  to  accept  phrases  as  principles, 
turgid  sentiment  as  virtue,  and  jingling  words 
as  measures  of  right  living.  If  we  can  thus  ad- 
vance our  pupils  upward  in  the  path  of  virtue, 
we  shall  have  attained  the  highest  results  that 
teachers  in  our  schools  can  hope  to  attain." 


WHAT  CAN   BE  DONE  TO   HELP  A   BOY  TO  LIKE  GOOD   BOOKS   AFTER  HE 
HAS  FALLEN  INTO  THE  "DIME  NOVEL  HABIT"? 

BY  ELLEN  M.  COE,  Librarian  New   York  Free  Circulating  Library. 


MUCH  may  be  done  which  will  in  many,  per- 
haps most,  cases  be  followed  by  appreciably  good 
results.  It  maybe  after  many  days;  indeed,  the 
sower  of  the  good  seed  must  not  expect  to  see 
the  dry  stony  ground  bring  forth  good  and 
pleasant  fruits,  except  after  much  well-directed 
effort —  possibly  after  watering  with  tears.  But 
truly  the  case  of  the  dime-novel-reading  boy  is 
not  nearly  so  hopeless  as  that  of  the  yellow- 
novel-reading  girl  or'young  woman. 

What  shall  be  done,  however,  requires  in  the 
librarian  or  director  of  the  reading  much  knowl- 
edge and  more  -wisdom. 

It  is  first  most  important  to  know  your  boy,  to 
get  from  the  slight  acquaintance  which  an  occa- 
sional visit  to  the  library  may  give  some  clear 
understanding  of  his  moral  and  intellectual  char- 
acter and  abilities,  to  see  the  good  possibilities 
under  an  often  unprepossessing  or  sometimes 
even  repulsive  exterior,  to  discover  inclinations, 
however  slight,  towards  right  and  good  things,  so 
that  one's  suggestions  or  hints  may  jump  in  the 
direction  of  those  inclinations  and  tendencies  ; 
above  all,  to  do  whatever  one  does  in  so  tactful 
a  way  as  not  to  scare  away  the  shy  bird,  for  boys 
are  very  keen  to  discover  and  resent  officious 
missionary  effort  to  reform.  All  this  requires 
some  extraordinary  qualities  and  qualifications  in 
the  librarian  —  mainly  the  same  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  successful  school-teacher.  (By  the 
way,  an  interesting  and  eminently  satisfactory 
proof  of  the  position  accorded  by  the  boy  to  the 
librarian  is  that  he  almost  always  addresses  her 
as  "  Teacher.") 

In  a  large  city  library  intimate  acquaintance 


with  many  boys  is  difficult  if  not  impossible; 
still,  I  am  constantly  receiving  astonishing  proof 
that  much  is  accomplished  in  the  way  of  estab- 
lishing confidential  and  friendly  relations  be- 
tween readers  and  librarians  as  I  go  about 
among  my  six  libraries  —  the  librarians  evidently 
knowing  the  characters  as  well  as  the  names  and 
faces  of  the  readers,  and  the  readers  having 
their  own  particular  friend  among  the  library 
force,  from  whom  alone  they  are  willing  to  ac- 
cept service  in  the  way  of  book-selection  or 
assistance  in  selection. 

Doubtless  this  is  first  to  be  done  in  all  cases  : 
to  establish  confidential  relations,  then  to  fee 
that  the  confidence  is  not  abused,  to  be  sure  in 
knowledge  of  the  books  recommended.  Also 
of  first  importance  is  this  :  the  change  must  not 
be  made  sudden  or  abrupt.  Nothing  will  more 
quickly  destroy  all  hope  of  beautiful  flowering 
of  your  lily  or  hyacinth  than  to  bring  it  at  once 
from  the  dark  cool  room  or  cellar  in  which  the 
bulb  has  put  forth  its  pale  blossom-shoot  into  the 
bright,  heated,  sunny  parlor  window.  No,  you 
must  graduate  wisely  the  transfer  to  higher 
temperature  and  sunshine  —  a  little  at  a  time; 
there  is  no  wiser  proverb  than  "  one  step  at  a 
time." 

If  the  boy  has  delighted  in  red-handed  tales  of 
Indian  border  wars,  coax  him  into  the  realm  of 
history  by  means  of  Custer's  books.  I  have  never 
seen  the  boy  who  would  refuse  these.  And  there 
are  quite  a  number  of  similar  books  sufficient- 
ly sanguinary  to  conceal  their  strictly  historical 
character  which  will  keep  him  in  reading  until 
his  taste  is  formed  for  the  historical  without  the 
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ultra-sanguinary  coloring.  If  detective  stories 
have  been  his  only  intellectual  food,  give  him 
some  of  the  historical  criminal  biographies  and 
remarkable  escapes.  There  are  one  or  two  which 
cannot  be  condemned,  and  they  are  so  much  bet- 
ter than  what  he  has  been  reading  that  they  are 
a  distinct  advance  ;  and  they  certainly  do  "  ex- 
hale a  moral "  which  he  (with  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  crime  and  its  penalties,  if  he  is  a 
city  boy)  will  not  fail  to  perceive. 

If  brigands  and  pirates  (in  brilliant  paper 
covers)  have  been  his  chosen  companions,  you 
can  start  him  off  at  once  on  the  "Adventure 
series,"  where  fact  and  fancy  are  so  deftly  com- 
bined as  to  defy  the  cataloger  to  determine 
whether  they  shall  be  classified  with  history, 
biography,  or  fiction;  or  Abbott's  "Captain 
Kidd  "  and  kindred  books  are  so  faintly  historic 
in  their  facts  and  so  intensely  interesting  in  the 
manner  of  their  telling  that  your  boy  is  off  and 
away  into  wide  fair  fields  of  history  before  he 
knows  that  he  is  emancipated. 

Believe  all  things,  hope  all  things,  endure  all 
things  —  your  reward  will  seldom  fail.  Though 
you  may  see  little  of  the  fruit  of  yonr  labors, 
still  plant  the  seed,  cultivate  the  soil  in  hope  of 
harvest. 


Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  favor  of  the  bul- 
letins of  selected  books  posted  on  the  walls  far 
enough  away  from  the  librarian's  desk  so  that 
the  shy  or  bad  boys  will  not  fear  to  read  them, 
and  for  the  "  good  books"  shelf  where  the  most 
attractive  titles  and  bindings  must  be  displayed, 
and  where  the  doubtful  or  ignorant  or  lazy  may 
find  the  book  they  will  like  to  read  without 
trouble. 

Also,  never  to  be  forgotten  it  is,  that  if  the 
boy  is  once  or  twice  deceived  or  disappointed  in 
the  book  he  gets  from  the  library  he  will  almost 
inevitably  return  to  wallowing  in  the  mire  of  the 
book-stands  where  "  5-cent  books  "  or  "  6  for  a 
quarter  "  are  displayed.  From  this  sad  relapse 
the  librarian  must  guard  the  boy  by  seeing  that 
he  is  pleased  with  ihtjirst  books  taken  from  the 
library.  Whenever  possible,  see  that  the  books 
are  well  and  fully  illustrated.  Nothing  interests 
and  enchains  the  attention  and  instructs  the  un- 
disciplined mind  more  than  pictures.  Writers 
and  publishers  are  becoming  more  and  more 
aware  of  the  attractiveness  of  the  well  pictured 
books  and  the  art  of  reproducing  pictures  is  now 
so  perfect  and  inexpensive  that  the  librarian  of 
the  future  will  have  little  trouble  to  select  books 
which  will  attract  his  boy  readers. 


HOW  MAY  WE  MAKE  THE  GUIDING  OF  PUPILS'  READING  A   PART  OF 
THE  TEACHER'S  WORK?* 

BY  MARY  E.  MERINGTON. 


THE  true  teacher  is  one  who  is  imbued  with 
the  idea  that  all  knowledge  is  not  summed  up  in 
the  petty  text-books  in  his  hand,  one  who  car- 
ries in  his  heart  and  conveys  to  his  pupil  the 
stirring  thought  that  the  universe  is  a  great  book 
lying  open  for  him  who  runs  to  read  and  that 
the  true  student  is  he  who  finds  tongues  in 
trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks,  sermons  in 
stones,  and  good  in  everything.  With  this  sub- 
lime conception  dominating  his  work,  he  gives 
the  rich  fruit  of  his  experience  to  the  neophytes 
under  his  care,  guides  the  ambitious,  spurs  on 
the  laggard,  quickens  the  dormant  germ  of  curi- 
osity, throws  light  on  dark  places,  and  leads  the 
youth  to  find  that  the  crux  in  his  book  of  learn- 
ing is  mortality  alone.  There  are  students  who 
know  a  text-book  from  cover  to  cover  verba- 
tim, yet  whose  dull  ears  have  never  caught  the 
meaning  which  underlies  the  even  flow  of 
words.  He  who  has  made  a  pupil  paraphrase  a 

*  Presented  at  joint  meeting  of  N.  Y.  Library  Associa- 
tion and  N.  Y.  Library  Club,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  10-  xa,  1895. 


page  written  in  his  native  tongue  has  done  more 
than  the  one  whose  disciple  reels  off  a  chapter  of 
Greek.  Question  the  pupil  on  the  words  he  has 
memorized  and  he  will  answer  in  words ;  bid 
him  question  you,  and  unless  his  intelligence  has 
been  awakened,  his  queries  will  show  that  the 
underlying  sense  has  never  penetrated  his  soul. 

There  is  reading  and  reading.  The  object  is 
not  to  get  over  so  many  pages  of  print,  but  to 
come  so  close  to  Truth  that  the  pulse  of  her  heart 
throbs  under  our  hand. 

Then  arises  the  question,  "  How  shall  a 
teacher  guide  his  pupils  to  find  the  truth?" 

It  is  obvious  that  those  advantages  which  lie 
at  the  hand  of  one  are  but  too  frequently  denied 
to  another,  and  that  circumstances  may  limit  the 
scope  of  the  most  energetic  person's  influence. 
But  to  the  earnest  soul  the  cheapest  spelling- 
book  is  a  library  of  poetry  and  song.  R-a-t 
served  Robert  Browning  as  a  text  ;  C-a-t  con- 
jures up  visions  of  Cambyses  marching  as  to 
war  ;  L-i-o-n  takes  us  into  the  forest  with  Una  or 
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with  Androclcs,  and  the  H-o-r-s-e  carries  us  over 
conquered  worlds  with  Bucephalus  and  into  the 
Tery  clouds  with  Pegasus. 

Rote  teachers  who  put  a  volume  of  geographi- 
cal facts  into  a  young  brain  turn  out  the  well- 
drilled  machines  which  abound  to-day  ;  but 
what  is  the  dry  recital  of  a  column  of  statistics 
in  comparison  with  the  joyous  expansiveness, 
the  power,  the  growth  felt  and  exulted  in  by  the 
child  who  learns  that  there  is  a  thought  behind 
such  a  name  as  Bosphorus  ? — no  accidental  collo- 
cation of  vowels  and  consonants,  but  a  name  in- 
spired by  history,  history  beautified  by  tradition, 
history  treating  of  those  far-away  ancestors  of 
theirs  who  pushed  their  westward  way  ever  for- 
ward and  forward  until  they  crossed  a  wider 
waste  of  water  than  was  ever  dreamed  of  in 
their  wildest  romances. 

No  time  is  too  soon,  no  age  is  too  young  for 
a  pupil's  mind  to  be  lifted  to  the  idea  that  what 
he  gets  from  the  schools  is  comparable  only  to 
the  reading  of  an  index — the  subject-matter  lies 
outside. 

This  is  the  first  step  in  the  guidance  of  a 
pupil's  reading.  Now  as  to  how  to  accomplish 
the  rest.  Let  us  for  a  moment  consider  the  in- 
struments in  our  hands. 

Those  who  have  had  practical  experience  in 
teaching  may  have  noticed  a  curious  psychologi- 
cal fact,  to  wit,  that  well  into  the  college  grades, 
those  pupils  who  are  called  upon  to  composei 
impromptu,  a  sentence  containing  a  given  word, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  embody  a  cruel  thought 
in  this  sentence,  and  this,  in  my  experience,  is 
especially  true  of  girls. 

Here  is  an  opening  for  a  wedge.  Let  the 
teacher  reward  those  who  weave  their  word  into 
abrief  phrase  treating  of  some  current  topic  and 
eulogize  the  allusion  to  some  historical  or  tradi- 
tionary event.  Before  the  week  is  out  "the 
man  "  who  "  kicked  the  horse"  will  have  given 
way  to  the  proverbial  axe  and  cherry  tree,  and 
in  a  month,  if  she  be  wise,  she  will  be  rubbing 
up  some  of  her  own  store  of  "  useful  and  enter- 
taining knowledge  "  in  order  to  keep  pace  with 
her  classes. 

After  a  harrowing  experience  with  hangmen 
and  criminals,  followed  by  the  Father  of  his 
Country  adinfinitum,  I  once  started  a  class  on 
the  subject  of  Napoleon,  and,  like  David  Copper- 
field  who  had  Dora  for  tea  and  Dora  for  dinner, 
Napoleon  dominated  every  hour  of  the  day  ;  so 
I  took  Miss  Yonge's  "  History  of  France"  and 
read  it  to  the  boys,  and  when  that  was  done  ven- 
tured on  "The  tale  of  two  cities."  The  re- 


sult was  greater,  broader,  more  enduring  than  I 
had  ventured  to  hope.  We  finished  it  one  fine 
Friday  afternoon  when  they  took  the  reading  in 
lieu  of  an  hour's  holiday,  and  when  the  time  for 
dismissal  came,  sat  and  demanded  the  rest ;  and 
when  it  was  all  over  they  sidled  out  with  a  grunt 
or  a  nod,  too  much  choked  with  emotion  to  say 
"  good-afternoon."  But  for  the  rest  of  the 
term  sentences  and  grammar  exercises  and  com- 
positions abounded  with  fresh  thought,  and  home 
libraries  were  ransacked  for  treasure  trove. 

Books  are  not  at  the  disposal  of  every  student, 
but  the  newspaper  is  within  the  limit  of  a  poor 
man's  income,  and  it  is  one  of  the  best  instru- 
ments at  a  teacher's  command,  although  rarely 
recognized  in  that  capacity.  The  average  class 
may  be  divided  into  two  sections,  those  pupils 
who  don't  read  the  papers  and  those  who  read 
them  amiss;  the  second  division  is  as  hopelessly 
ignorant  as  the  first. 

Why  should  not  an  intelligent  class  be  able  to 
write  as  well  on  Satolli's  mission  as  on  St.  Pat- 
rick's? Question  them,  and  not  a  moiety  know 
of  his  existence.  Are  there  two  pupils  who 
could  give  a  summary  of  the  Samoan  question 
or  tell  why  Russia  wants  a  railroad  built  to  Vla- 
divostok? Yet  there  it  stares  them  in  the  face 
side  by  side  with  the  stories  and  the  crimes  and 
the  scandal  they  do  know. 

The  newspapers  chronicle  current  history,  and 
should  be  used  in  that  light,  and  in  every  class 
will  be  found  at  least  one  child  whose  parents 
will  help  the  teacher  by  cutting  out  desirable 
articles  for  his  son  to  take  to  school  to  be  read 
aloud.  The  boys  who  read  for  themselves  will 
pick  out  the  best  to  bring.  Take  the  scraps, 
stick  them  in  an  old  blank-book,  roughly  as  you 
please,  and  before  you  realize  it  you  have  a  com- 
plete account  of  the  question  of  the  day,  while 
all  the  class  is  fighting  China  against  Japan  and 
the  Corean  Question  is  settled  in  a  lunch-time. 

Much  useful  work  can  also  be  accomplished 
by  the  supervision  of  a  child's  Sunday-school 
reading.  Unfortunately  most  church  libraries 
are  filled  with  literary  pop-corn  and  the  selection 
is  too  limited  to  admit  of  a  lay  teacher's  receiv- 
ing much  help  from  that  quarter  ;  but  yet  it  is 
possible  to  find  good  in  Nazareth.  Also  it  is 
well  to  keep  the  catalog  of  the  nearest  public 
library  and  to  encourage  children  to  consult 
their  teacher  as  to  the  best  bricks  to  draw  out 
either  for  amusement  or  for  reference.  And  it 
is  a  very  good  plan  instead  of  assigning  a  topic 
and  letting  the  class  read  it  up  and  bring  in  an 
epitome  of  the  subject,  to  give  out  the  topic  and 
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require  them  to  give  in  a  list  of  such  books,  essays, 
monographs,  etc.,  as  are  to  be  found  treating  of 
the  matter  in  hand  ;  it  engenders  a  wholesome 
spirit  of  rivalry  which  leads  to  greater  results. 

Last,  but  not  least,  having  awakened  a  love 
for  the  matter  of  a  book,  the  manner  of  it  should 


come  under  consideration.  Teach  the  child  to 
look  for  publishers'  names  and  editions  and  to 
see  that  a  well-printed  ten-cent  paper  book  com- 
ing from  a  reputable  house  is  far  and  away 
above  the  olla  podrida  that  unscrupulous  pirates 
put  into  half-calf  and  set  out  on  bargain  counters. 


REFERENCE  WORK   AMONG  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 
By  Miss  A.  L.  SARGENT,  Librarian  Middlesex  Mechanics'  Assoc.  Library,  Lowell,  Matt. 


LET  us  suppose  that  the  momentous  problem 
is  solved  of  persuading  children  to  use  the  11* 
brary  for  more  serious  purpose  than  to  find  a 
book  "  as  good  as  '  Mark  the  match  boy,'  "  and 
that  we  are  trying  to  convince  children  that  the 
library  is  infallible,  and  can  furnish  information 
on  whatever  they  wish  to  know  about  —  whether 
it  is  some  boy  who  comes  on  the  busiest  morning 
of  the  week,  to  find  out  how  to  make  a  puppet 
show  in  time  to  give  an  afternoon  exhibition,  or 
some  high-school  girl  who  rushes  over  in  the 
20  minutes'  recess  to  write  an  exhaustive  treatise 
on  women's  colleges. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  fewer  books 
the  library  can  supply  the  more  must  those  few 
be  forced  to  yield.  A  large  library,  with  un- 
limited volumes,  meets  few  of  the  difficulties 
which  beset  smaller  and  poorer  institutions. 

If  the  librarian  can  name  at  once  "  a  poem 
about  Henry  of  Navarre,"  or  tell  who  wrote 
"by  the  rude  bridge  that  arched  the  flood,"  and 
on  what  monument  it  is  engraved,  can  furnish 
material  for  debate  on  "  the  Chinese  question," 
"  which  city  should  have  the  new  normal 
school, ""who  was  Mother  Goose,"  or  on  any 
possible  or  impossible  subject,  she  gains  at  once 
the  confidence  of  the  severest  of  critics,  and  is 
sure  of  their  future  patronage. 

The  subjects  on  which  children  seek  informa- 
tion areas  varied  as  those  brought  by  older  peo- 
ple and  the  material  is  equally  elusive.  Perhaps 
the  hardest  questions  to  answer  are  about  the 
allusions  which  are  found  in  literature  studies, 
and  which  frequently  the  teacher  who  has  given 
the  question  cannot  answer.  I  find  it  helpful 
whenever  I  come  across  material  of  this  nature 
to  make  a  reference  to  it  in  the  catalog,  and,  in 
fact,  to  analyze  carefully  all  juvenile  books,  not 
fiction,  whose  titles  give  no  hint  of  the  contents. 
A  great  many  books  otherwise  valueless  be- 
come thus  most  useful,  especially  if  one  is 
pressed  for  time. 

Mr.  Jones,  in  his  ' '  Special  reading  lists,"  gives 
many  such  references  to  juvenile  literature. 


Books  like  Ingersoll's  "  Country  cousins,"  which 
contains  an  article  on  shell  money,  and  also  an 
account  of  Professor  Agassiz's  laboratory  at 
Newport;  Mary  Bamford's  "Talks  by  queer 
folks, "giving  many  of  the  superstitions  prev- 
alent about  animals  ;  the  set  of  books  by  Uncle 
Lawrence,  "  Young  folks'  ideas,"  "Queries, "and 
"Whys  and  wherefores,"  recently  republished 
under  the  title  •'  Science  in  story, "and  others  of 
this  sort,  if  carefully  indexed,  answer  many  of 
the  questions  brought  every  day  by  children, 
and  amply  repay  for  the  trouble.  For  even  if 
juvenile  books  are  classified  on  the  shelves, 
much  time  is  wasted  in  going  through  many 
indexes. 

A  wide-awake  teacher  often  gives  his  pupils 
the  events  of  the  day  to  study,  and  if  they  can- 
not grasp  the  situation  from  the  daily  papers, 
juvenile  periodicals  furnish  the  best  material. 
For  this  a  classified  index  is  indispensable  ;  it 
makes  available  accounts  of  the  workings  of 
government,  the  weather  bureau,  mint,  and  other 
intangible  topics.  Until  the  recent  publication 
of  Capt.  King's  "Cadet  days, "I  knew  of  no  other 
place  to  find  any  description  of  West  Point  rou- 
tine outside  of  Boynton's  or  Cullum's  histories. 
One  glimpse  of  either  would  convince  any  boy 
he  would  rather  try  some  other  subject. 

A  short  article  often  suffices  to  give  the  main 
facts.  My  experience,  both  as  teacher  and 
librarian,  persuades  me  that  the  average  child 
is  eminently  statistical.  "  A  horse  is  an  animal 
with  four  legs  —  one  at  each  corner,"  is  fairly 
representative  of  the  kind  of  information  he 
seeks.  When  he  becomes  diffuse,  we  may  feel 
sure  he  has  had  help.  Sissy  Jupes  are  of  course 
to  be  found,  who  cannot  grapple  with  facts. 

Working  on  this  principle,  I  have  made  liberal 
use  of  a  book  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Government  — 
"The  growth  of  industrial  art."  It  gives,  in 
pictures,  with  only  a  line  or  two  of  description, 
the  progress  of  different  industries  —  such 
as  the  locomotive,  from  the  clumsy  engine 
of  1802  to  the  elaborate  machinery  of  the  present 
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day  ;  the  evolution  of  lighting,  from  the  pine- 
knot  and  tallow-dip  to  the  electric  light  ;  meth- 
ods of  signalling,  from  the  Indian  fire-signal  to 
the  telegraph  ;  time-keeping,  etc.  A  child  will 
get  more  ideas  from  one  page  of  pictures  than 
from  a  dozen  or  more  pages  of  description  and 
hard  words. 

If  lack  of  space  compels  one  to  deny  the  privi- 
lege of  going  to  the  shelves,  it  seems  to  me  more 
essential  for  children  to  have  ready  access  to 
reference-books,  and  especially  to  be  taught 
how  to  use  them,  than  for  grown-up  people. 
The  youngest  soon  learn  to  use  "  Historical  note- 
books,"Champlin's  Cyclopaedias,  Hopkins'"  Ex- 
perimental science,"  "  Boys'  and  Girls'  handy 
books,"  and  others  of  miscellaneous  contents.  If 
they  have  a  mechanical  bent  they  will  help  them- 
selves from  Amateur  Work  or  "  Electrical  toy- 
making;"  if  musical,  from  Mrs.  Lillie's  "  Story 
of  music"  or  Dole's  "Famous  composers;" 
if  they  have  ethical  subjects  to  write  about,  they 
find  what  they  need  in  Edith  Wiggin's  "  Lessons 
in  manners,"  Everett's  "  Ethics  for  young 
people,"  or  Miss  Ryder's  books,  which  give  ex- 
cellent advice  in  spite  of  their  objectionable  titles. 
They  can  find  help  in  their  nature  studies  in 
Gibson's  "Sharp-eyes,"  Lovell's  "Nature's 
wonder  workers,"  Mrs.  Dana's  "  How  to  know 
the  wild  flowers,"  or  turn  to  Mrs.  Bolton's  or 
Lydia  Farmer's  books  to  learn  about  famous 


people,  if  they  are  encouraged  to  do  so.  These, 
of  course,  are  only  a  few  of  the  books  which 
can  be  used  in  this  way.  As  the  different  holi- 
days come  round  there  are  frequent  applications 
for  the  customs  of  those  days,  or  for  appropriate 
selections  for  school  or  festival.  Miss  Mat- 
thews and  Miss  Ruhl  have  helped  us  out  in 
their  "  Memorial  day  selections,"  and  McCas- 
key's  "Christmas  in  song,  sketch,  and  story," 
and  the  "  Yule-tide  collection  "  give  great  vari- 
ety. If  the  juvenile  periodicals  do  not  furnish 
the  customs,  they  can,  of  course,  be  found  in 
Brand's  "Popular  antiquities,"  or  Chambers's 
"  Books  of  days."  It  is  necessary  sometimes 
to  use  the  books  for  older  people,  since  there  is 
a  point  where  childhood  and  grown-up-hood 
meet.  I  was  recently  obliged  to  give  quite  a 
small  child  Knight's  "  Mechanical  dictionary,"  to 
find  out  when  and  where  weather-vanes  were 
first  used,  and  to  give  a  grammar-school  girl 
Mrs.  Farmer's  "  What  America  owes  to  women," 
for  material  for  a  graduating  essay. 

A  few  excellent  suggestions  for  general  refer- 
ence work  are  given  in  Miss  Plummer's  "  Hints 
to  small  libraries;"  but  in  spite  of  all  the  aids  at 
command  there  come  times  when  our  only  re- 
source is  to  follow  the  adage,  "  look  till  you  find 
it  and  your  labor  won't  be  lost,"  and  to  accept 
the  advice  of  Cap'n  Cuttle,  "  When  found,  make 
a  note  on't." 


LIBRARY  EXAMINATIONS  IN  SCHOOLS. 
BY  CHARLES  KNOWLES  BOLTON,  Librarian  Brookline  (Mass.)  Public  Library. 


IF  our  libraries  are  to  depend  upon  the  edu- 
cated people  in  the  community  for  encourage- 
ment and  support,  we  must  impress  the  children 
while  they  are  in  school  with  the  value  of  books. 
And  until  they  know  how  to  use  them  they  will 
remain  but  half-hearted  supporters.  I  have 
found  during  the  last  year  that  few  people  know 
their  alphabet,  and  fewer  the  characteristics  of 
works  of  reference  which  nominally  treat  of  the 
same  subjects. 

A  child  asks  the  name  of  the  printer  of  the 
first  edition  of  Goldsmith's  "  Vicar  of  Wake- 
field."  The  librarian  can't  stop  at  the  moment, 
perhaps,  to  deliver  a  lecture  on  reference  books, 
so  he  goes  to  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biog- 
raphy, finds  a  reference  to  first  editions  in  Notes 
and  Queries,  gives  the  child  the  information  and 


sends  her  away.  The  librarian  has  had  a  valu- 
able bit  of  training.  But  what  has  the  child 
gained  ?  The  fact  is  worth  nothing;  the  way  to 
find  the  fact  everything. 

Let  the  teacher  give  an  "  hour  examination  " 
on  the  use  of  the  library,  to  be  counted  as  regu- 
lar work,  and  the  scholars  will  find  out  how  to 
look  up  a  subject  for  themselves.  If  the  examina- 
tion is  announced  a  week  beforehand,  they  will 
come  to  the  librarian  in  twos  and  threes.  Then 
he  can  give  the  time  necessary  to  explain  the 
different  reference  books,  the  use  of  the  cata- 
log, etc. 

I  have  prepared  below  an  examination  paper. 
Where  a  library  does  not  happen  to  have  a  par- 
ticular reference  book,  another  question  could 
be  substituted.  These  questions  might  be  given 
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to  children  to  guide  them  in  studying  the  cata- 
log and  the  books.  A  new  list,  based  on  the 
same  lines,  could  easily  be  prepared  for  the  ex- 
amination. 

LIBRARY  EXAMINATION. 

(Grammar  or  High  School  Grade.) 

Time :  one  hour. 

I.  (a)  Arrange    the   following    in    alphabetical 

order,  according  to  the  system  used 

in  the  library  catalog  : 
M'Keever. 
Boy's  book  of  sports 
Smith,  Sir  William. 
Architecture. 
Ockham. 
Macmillan. 
McKenzie. 
O'Connor. 

Boys'  and  girls'  annual. 
O  glad  new  year. 
Smith,  Sidney. 
Architectural  review. 
(b)  Under  what  headings  in  the  catalog 

would  you  look  for  information  on 

the  robin  ? 

II.  In  what  books  of  reference  would  you 

look  for  a  life  of  Paul  Revere  or 
Benjamin  Franklin? 

III.  To  what  reference  book  would  you  go 

for: 

(a)  A  life  of  St.  Chrysostom. 

(6)  An  account  of  Chinese  immigration. 
(f)  A  detailed  account  of  Seneca. 
(d)  The  Boston  tea  party. 

IV.  How    does    the    Century    Dictionary 

d  iffer  from  Worcester  and  Webster  ? 

V.  (aj  In    studying   the   history   of    France 

would  you  look  In  the  Britannica  or 
in  Chambers'  Encyclopaedia  ? 

(b)  Wherein  is  Chambers'  preferable  to 

the  Britannica  ? 

VI.  (a)  Where  would  you  find  the  Constitution 

of  the  United  States  ? 
(fi)  A  summary  of  the  events  of  the  year? 

VII.  Where  would  you  look  for  the  author 

of  a  character  called  Sir  Giles  Over- 
reach ? 

VIII.  Where  would  you  find  the  meaning  of 

Sine  die  ? 

IX.  Where  would  you  find  the  quotation, 

"  A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  for 
ever"? 

X.  Write  a  short  composition  on  the  way 

to  look  up  a  subject  in  the  library. 


WORK    WITH    THE    LIBRARY    AND 
SCHOOLS   IN  MILWAUKEE. 

From  the  \"]th  annual  (1894)  report  of  the  Mil- 
waukee Public  Library. 

IN  the  year  1888  the  present  system  of  issuing 
books  to  children  in  the  schools  was  begun. 
The  system  was  described  in  the  report  of  that 
year.  The  idea  has  developed  into  so  important 
a  feature  of  the  work  of  the  library  that  it  seems 
but  just  to  redescribe  it.  It  seems  especially 
appropriate  to  do  so,  as  Milwaukee  may  fairly 
claim  precedence  both  in  point  of  time  when 
the  scheme  was  organized  and  the  extent  to 
which  the  work  has  been  carried.  Fifteen  per 
cent,  of  our  whole  circulation  was  reached  in 
this  way,  almost  twice  the  use  of  the  regular 
delivery  stations. 

Various  ways  of  connecting  the  public  library 
with  the  public  school  have,  of  course,  been  in 
use  in  other  cities  for  years  with  good  results. 
These  methods  seem  to  us  to  fail  more  or  less 
to  accomplish  the  point  at  which  this  library 
aims,  which  is,  to  help  the  individual  child  to 
love  good  books  and,  equally,  to  teach  him 
where  he  can  get  them. 
The  details  of  the  method  are  as  follows  : 
Every  class  teacher  is  invited,  is  even  urged, 
to  come  to  the  library  and  choose,  directly  from 
the  shelves,  books  enough  to  supply  her  chil- 
dren. If  she  has  50  children  she  chooses  50 
books.  Her  choice  is  carefully  examined,  as  the 
books  are  listed  in  the  library  before  being  sent 
to  the  schools.  If,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
assistants  in  charge,  the  teacher  has  by  chance 
included  anything  unsuitable  for  the  purpose, 
she  is  written  to  and  helped  to  find  other  and 
better  books. 

The  library  next  sends  the  box  of  books  by  Its 
expressman  to  the  school,  where  they  are  given 
into  the  charge  of  the  class  teacher.  Before 
this  point  is  reached  the  teacher  has  guided  and 
helped  her  children  to  get  library  cards.  She  is 
discouraged  from  herself  signing  the  guarantee 
which  the  trustees  require  before  any  card  is 
issued.  The  library  regards  it  as  important 
that  the  parents  or  guardians  should  sanction 
the  reading  of  the  child  by  signing  the  guaran- 
tee. In  taking  the  paper  home  for  the  father  to 
sign,  the  child  very  often  acts  as  the  best  kind  of 
library  missionary.  The  knowledge  of  the  li- 
brary and  its  privileges  is  often  thus  carried 
into  homes  where  it  was  before  entirely  un- 
known. 

After  the  books  are  received  at  the  school  the 
teacher  acts  as  a  librarian.  She  is,  however,  a 
librarian  who  knows  the  tastes  and  needs  of 
each  of.  her  borrowers,  which  is  a  very  great 
advantage.  The  books  are  charged  to  the  chil- 
dren precisely  as  would  be  done  at  the  library, 
thus  relieving  the  teacher  from  any  responsi- 
bility while  they  are  in  the  children's  hands. 

The  first  year  2235  books  were  given  out 
6728  times  in  this  way;  last  year  4351  books 
were  given  out  14,275  times  ;  this  year  14,980 
books  were  given  out  42,863  times  by  153  teach- 
ers in  36  public  schools,  six  evening  schools,  one 
State  Normal,  one  parochial  and  one  Sunday 
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school.  Only  one  private  school  has  been  on  our 
list  this  year.  The  library  hopes  to  have  more 
another  year. 

Few  teachers  ever  drop  the  plan  after  once 
trying  it,  and  many  of  them  are  very  earnest  in 
their  commendation  of  the  good  effects  on  the 
children.  The  library  traces  a  very  good  result 
upon  the  teachers  themselves.  The  mere  knowl- 
edge of,  and  contact  with  so  many  charming 
books  is  a  pleasure  and  a  benefit  to  them.  The 
children  too,  come  to  the  teachers  in  an  unof- 
ficial way,  which  is  good  for  both.  The  teach- 
ers get  many  affecting  and  softening  glimpses 
of  the  children's  home  life.  Altogether  it  seems 
another  verification  of  the  blessing  of  the  old 
Froebel  motto:  "Come,  let  us  live  with  our 
children." 

Pictures,  —  Another  very  charming  possibility 
has  developed  in  the  school  work.  The  library, 
for  reading-room  needs,  takes  several  copies  of 
Harptr's  Weekly,  the  London  Illustrated  News, 
and  other  good  picture  papers.  Only  one  copy 
of  these  papers  is  bound,  the  others  not  being 
in  fit  condition.  The  best  of  the  pictures  have 
been  cut  out,  pasted  on  sheets  of  heavy  manilla 
paper,  and  constitute  a  collection  of  wood-en- 
gravings which  is  interesting  in  the  extreme. 
The  teachers  select  such  pictures  as  they  wish 
for  their  classes,  and  they  are  sent  to  the  schools 
in  much  the  same  way  that  the  books  are,  ex- 
cept that  they  are  not  taken  home  by  the  chil- 
dren. The  intent  is  not  to  add  another  task,  but 
to  give  the  children  pleasure,  and  in  giving  it, 
to  add  that  unconscious  culture  which  beautiful 
pictures  so  easily  carry. 


f  the  work,  are  put  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee on  university  extension  of  the  faculty  of 
he  state  university. 


GROWTH    OF  THE  TRAVELLING 
LIBRARIES  SYSTEM. 

THE  last  bill  passed  by  the  Legislature  oi 
Michigan,  at  its  recent  session,  was  that  pro- 
viding for  the  loaning  of  books  from  the  state 
library  to  local  libraries  on  methods  similar  to 
those  used  in  New  York  state.  An  annual  ap- 
propriation of  $5000  is  placed,  for  this  purpose 
at  the  disposal  of  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer,  state 
librarian,  and  a  further  sum  of  $2500  is  voted  for 
the  purchase  of  "  travelling  libraries,"  to  be  sen 
to  communities  where  no  local  libraries  exist 
Montana,  too,  is  now  entitled  to  enrollmeni 
among  the  "library"  states.  On  March  19,  « 
bill  "  to  provide  circulating  libraries  for  Mon 
tana,  and  to  provide  for  their  management,"  was 
signed  by  the  governor  and  became  a  law.  Th 
act  appropriates  a  sum  of  fiooo  for  1895,  $soc 
for  1896,  and  $300  annually  thereafter,  for  th 
creation  of,  and  purchase  of  books  for  "  the  cir 
culating  libraries  of  the  state  of  Montana. 
These  libraries  shall  consist  of  100  books  each 
and  they  shall  be  controlled  and  managed  by  a 
state  board  composed  of  the  superintenden 
of  public  instruction,  the  attorney-general,  an 
the  state  auditor.  Another  state  to  accep 
the  travelling  library  idea  is  Minnesota,  wher 
a  bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  legislatur 
providing  for  the  establishment  of  the  system 
The  purchase  of  the  books,  their  arrangemen 
in  libraries,  and,  in  fact,  the  entire  managemen 


THE  BEST  25  BOOKS  OF  1894. 

A  LIST  of  237  of  the  leading  books  of  1894  was 
ecently  submitted  by  the  New  York  Library 
Association  to  the  librarians  of  New  York  and 
>ther  states  to  obtain  from  them  an  expression 
f  opinion  respecting  the  best.  25  books  of  1894 
o  be  added  to  a  village  library.  From  160  lists 
eturned  the  following  choice  is  indicated  : 

No.  Votes. 

Yard,  Mrs.  Humphry.  Marcella.  .  .  97 
Cidd,  Benjamin.  Social  evolution.  .  .  88 

aine,  Hall.     Manxman 82 

iske,  John.  History  of  the  United  States.  81 
)rummond,  Henry.  Ascent  of  man.  .  78 
Cipling,  Rudyard.  Jungle  book.  .  .  74 
Du  Maurier,  George.  Trilby.  .  -72 

Brooks,    E.   S.     Century  book  for  young 

Americans 63 

3ary,  Edward.     George  William  Curtis.     .     63 

entury  cyclopedia  of  names.  .  .  .  59 
Larned.J.  W.  History  for  ready  reference.  58 
Wilkins,  M.  E.  Pembroke.  ...  58 
Hope,  Anthony.  Prisoner  of  Zenda.  .  57 

riffis,  W:  E.  Brave  Little  Holland.  .  52 
Pickard,  S:  T.  Life  and  letters  of  John  G. 

Whittier 52 

Blackmore.  R:  D.  Perlycross.  .  .  .49 
Doyle,  A.  C.  Memoirs  of  Sherlock  Holmes.  49 
Abbott,  C.  C.  Birds  about  us.  ...  48 
Burroughs,  John.  Riverby.  .  .  -43 
Brooks,  Noah.  Abraham  Lincoln.  .  .  42 
Weyman,  S.  J.  Under  the  red  robe.  .  .  42 
Murray,  David.  Story  of  Japan.  .  .  41 
Crawford,  F.  M.  Katharine  Lauderdale.  .  40 
Warner,  C.  D.  Golden  house.  .  .  .40 
Crockett,  S.  B.  The  stickit  minister.  .  39 
Curtis,  G:  W:  Literary  and  social  essays.  39 


AN  A.  L.  A.  BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
Miss  HELEN  C.  SILLIMAN,  of  the  class  of  1895 
in  the  New  York  State  Library  School,  has  un- 
dertaken the  compilation  of  a  list  of  all  publi- 
cations of  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  She  has 
included,  of  course,  all  the  articles  that  have 
appeared  in  the  20  volumes  of  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL,  and  all  the  literary  work  reported  by 
prominent  members  for  the  World's  Fair  exhibit 
at  Chicago,  with  such  additional  items  as  she 
has  been  able  to  find.  So  much  of  the  work  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  members  has  been  in  pamphlets, 
contributions  to  magazines,  or  local  publications, 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  this  list  at  all 
satisfactory  without  the  co-operation  of  all  the 
members,  and  Miss  Silliman  requests  each  one 
with  whom  she  has  not  already  communicated 
to  send  to  her  at  the  State  Library,  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  a  list  of  any  books,  pamphlets  or  articles 
outside  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  not  only  on  li- 
brary topics  but  including  everything  which  he 
has  published  to  date.  Obviously  such  a  list 
will  be  very  interesting  and  useful,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  every  member  will  heed  the  re- 
quest and  make  the  report  promptly. 
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THE  PROPOSED  NEW  YORK  PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 

THE  necessary  legislation  to  permit  of  the 
consolidation  of  the  Astor  and  Lenox  libraries 
and  the  Tilden  Trust  Fund  into  the  great  "  New 
York  Public  Library  "  was  brought  before  the 
Assembly  on  March  14.  On  that  date  Speaker 
Fish  introduced  into  the  Legislature  an  act,  so 
amending  the  bill  providing  for  the  "  consoli- 
dation of  library  companies  in  the  city  of  New 
York,"  as  to  meet  the  special  needs  of  the 
three  corporations  concerned.  This  bill  passed 
the  Assembly  after  a  third  reading,  and  re- 
ceived the  Governor's  signature  on  April  i .  We 
give  herewith  the  full  text  of  the  bill,  which  is 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  chapter  541  of  the 
laws  of  1892,  entitled  'An  act  to  permit  the  con- 
solidation of  library  companies  in  the  city  of 
New  York.' "  It  is  as  follows: 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  fol- 
lows :  * 

Section  i.  Section  oneof  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  permit  the  consolidation  of  library  com- 
panies in  the  city  of  New  York."  approved  May 
13,  1892,  being  chapter  541  of  the  laws  of  1892, 
is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

§  I.  Any  corporation  or  corporations  hereto- 
fore or  hereafter  organized  under  any  general 
or  special  law  of  this  state  as  a  library  company, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  any  library  in 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York  [is  hereby 
authorized  to  consolidate  such  company  or  com- 
panies], may  be  consolidated  with  any  other  cor- 
poration or  corporations,  organized  for  the  same 
or  similar  purposes,  under  any  general  or  special 
law  of  this  state,  into  a  single  corporation  in  the 
manner  following :  The  respective  boards  of 
directors  or  trustees  of  the  said  corporations  may 
enter  into  and  make  an  agreement  for  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  said  corporations,  prescribing  the 
terms  and  conditions  thereof,  the  mode  of  carry- 
ing the  same  intoeffect,  the  name  of  the  new  cor- 
poration, the  number  of  trustees  thereof  (not  less 
than  five  nor  more  than  [twelve]  twenty-one) .  and 
the  names  of  the  trustees  who  shall  manage  the 
concerns  of  the  new  corporation  for  the  first  year, 
and  until  others  shall  be  elected  in  their  places. 
If  either  of  the  [companies  so  incorporated]  cor- 
porations so  consolidating  shall  be  a  stock  com- 
pany, then  the  said  agreement  [shall  further] 
may  either  provide  that  the  new  corporation  shall 
have  no  stock,  or  may  prescribe  the  amount  of 
capital  of  the  new  corporation,  the  number  of 
shares  of  [the]  stock  into  which  the  same  is  to  be 
divided  (which  capital  shall  not  be  larger  in 
amount  than  the  fair  aggregate  value  of  the 
property,  franchises  and  rights  of  the  several 
[companies]  corporations  thus  to  be  consoli- 
dated), and  the  manner  of  distributing  such 
capital  among  such  consolidated  corporations, 
or  the  holders  of  the  stock  of  the  same  with  such 
other  particulars  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

§  2.  Section  two  of  said  act  is  hereby  amended 
so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

*  Matter  in  italics  is  new  ;  matter  in  brackets  []  is  old 
law  to  be  omitted. 


§  2.  If  any  such  corporation  so  consolidating 
shall  h»ve  no  members  or  stockholders,  other  than 
its  directors  or  trustees,  said  agreement  of  its 
directors  or  trustees  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  agree- 
ment of  such  corporation.  [Such  agreement  of 
the  directors  or  trustees  of  such  corporation 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  the  agreement  of 
the  said  corporations  so  proposing  to  consolidate 
until  after  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  members 
or  stockholders  of  the  corporations  intending  to 
consolidate  at  a  meeting  thereof,  to  be  called 
upon  a  notice  of  at  least  thirty  days,  specifying 
the  time  and  place  of  such  meeting  and  the  ob- 
ject thereof,  to  be  addressed  to  each  of  the  said 
members  or  stockholders,  when  their  place  of 
residence  is  known  by  the  secretary,  and  depos- 
ited in  the  post-office,  and  published  at  least 
once  in  each  week  for  four  successive  weeks  in 
one  of  the  newspapers  published  in  the  city  ard 
county  of  New  York,  where  the  said  corporations 
shall  have  their  respective  places  of  business, 
and  has  been  sanctioned  and  approved,  in  the 
event  of  either  or  any  of  the  corporations  con- 
solidating being  a  stock  company,  by  the  stock- 
holders of  such  company  by  a  vote  of  at  least 
two-thirds  in  amount  of  the  stockholders  pres- 
ent at  such  meeting,  voting  by  ballot  in  regard 
to  such  agreement  either  in  person  or  by  proxy, 
each  share  of  the  capital  stock  being  entitled  to 
one  vote;  and  when  such  agreement  of  the  direc- 
tors or  trustees  of  such  corporations  has  been 
sanctioned  and  approved  by  each  of  the  meet- 
Ings  of  the  respective  members  or  stockholders 
of  the  said  corporations  separately,  after  being 
submitted  to  such  meetings  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned,  then  such  agreement  of  the 
directors  or  trustees  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the 
agreement  of  the  said  several  corporations;  and 
a  sworn  copy  of  the  proceedings  at  such  meet- 
ings made  by  the  secretaries  thereof,  respec- 
tively, and  attached  to  the  said  agreement, 
shall  be  evidence  of  the  holding  and  of  the 
action  of  such  meetings  in  the  premises.] 
If  any  such  corporation  so  consolidating  shall 
have  members  or  stockholders  other  than  its  direc- 
tors or  trustees,  said  agreement  of  its  directors  or 
trustees  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  the  agreement  of 
such  corporation  until  the  same  shall  have  been 
ratified  by  a  vote  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers or  two-thirds  in  interest  of  the  stockholders 
present  and  voting  in  person  or  by  proxy  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  members  or  stockolders  of  such  corpora- 
tion to  be  called  upon  a  notice  of  at  least  thirty 
days,  specifying  the  time,  place  and  object  of  such 
meeting,  mailed  postpaid  to  each  member  or  stock- 
holder whose  place  of  residence  is  known  to  the 
secretary  and  published  at  least  once  in  each  week 
for  four  successive  weeks  in  a  newspaper  published 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  A  sworn  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  any  such  meeting  made  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  corporation  holding  the  same  and  at- 
tached to  said  agreement  shall  be  evidence  of  the 
holding  and  »f  the  action  of  such  meeting  in  the 
premises.  If  any  stockholder  or  member  shall, 
at  said  meeting  of  the  stockholders  or  member*, 
or  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  object  to  the 
said  consolidation  and  demand  payment  tor  his 
stock  or  interest  in  such  corporation,  such  stock- 
holder or  member  or  said  new  corporation  if 
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consolidation  take  effect  at  any  time  thereafter 
may  apply  at  any  time  within  sixty  days  after 
such  meeting  of  the  stockholders  or  members,  to 
the  supreme  court  at  any  special  term  thereof, 
held  in  the  cityand  county  of  New  York,  upon  at 
least  eight  days'  notice  to  the  new  [company] 
corporation,  for  the  appointment  of  three  per- 
sons to  appraise  the  value  of  his  said  stock  or 
interest,  and  said  court  shall  appoint  three  such 
appraisers  and  shall  designate  the  time  and 
place  of  the  first  meeting  of  such  appraisers, 
and  give  such  directions  in  regard  to  their  pro- 
ceedings on  said  appraisement  as  shall  be  deemed 
proper,  and  shall  also  direct  the  manner  in  which 
payment  for  such  stock  shall  be  made  to  such 
stockholder  or  member.  The  court  may  fill  any 
vacancies  in  the  board  of  appraisers  occurring 
by  refusal  or  neglect  to  serve  or  otherwise.  The 
appraisers  shall  meet  at  the  time  and  place 
designated,  and  they  or  any  two  of  them,  after 
being  duly  sworn  honestly  and  faithfully  to  dis- 
charge their  duties,  shall  estimate  and  certify 
the  value  of  such  stock  or  interest  at  the  time  of 
such  dissent  as  aforesaid,  and  deliver  one  copy 
of  their  appraisal  to  the  said  new  [company]  cor- 
poration, and  another  to  the  said  stockholder  or 
member  if  demanded;  the  charges  and  expenses 
of  the  appraisers  shall  be  paid  by  the  new  [com- 
pany] corporation.  When  the  new  corporation 
shall  have  paid  the  amount  of  the  appraisal  as 
directed  by  the  court,  such  stockholder  or  mem- 
ber shall  cease  to  have  any  interest  in  the  said 
stock  and  in  the  corporate  property  of  the  said 
corporation,  and  the  said  stock  or  interest  may 
be  held  or  disposed  of  by  the  said  new  corpora- 
tion. 

§  3.  Section  three  of  said  act  is  hereby  amend- 
ed so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

§  3.  Upon  the  making  [sanctioning  and  ap- 
proving] of  the  said  agreement  [in  the  preceding 
sections  mentioned  in  the  manner  therein  re- 
quired], as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  the  filing 
of  duplicates  or  counterparts  thereof,  [and  of  a 
verified  copy  of  the  proceedings  at  the  meetings 
of  the  stockholders  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
sections]  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  and  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  in  the  case  of  any  corpora- 
tions having  members  or  stockholders  other  than 
their  directors  or  trustees,  upon  the  ratification  of 
said  agreement  in  the  manner  above  provided,  and 
the  filing  with  said  agreement  of  a  verified  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  members 
or  stockholders  required  by  the  preceding  section, 
then,  and  immediately  thereafter,  the  said  cor- 
porations [agreed  to  be  consolidated]  whose  baards 
of  directors  or  trustees  shall  have  united  in  said 
agreement  shall  be  merged  and  consolidated  into 
[a]  the  new  corporation  provided  for  in  the  said 
agreement,  to  be  known  by  the  corporate  name 
therein  mentioned,  and  the  details  of  such  agree- 
ment shall  be  carried  into  effect  as  provided 
therein. 

§  4.  Section  four  of  said  act  is  hereby  amended 
so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

§  4.  Upon  the  consolidation  of  the  said  cor- 
porations [and  the  organization  of  such  new 
company  as  hereinbefore  prescribed]  all  and  sin- 


gular the  rights,  privileges,  franchises  and  in- 
terests of  any  kind  belonging  to  and  enjoyed  by 
the  said  several  corporations  so  [consolidated] 
consolidating,  and  every  species  of  property, 
real,  personal  and  mixed,  and  things  in  action 
thereunto  belonging,  [mentioned  in  said  agree- 
ment of  consolidation]  shall  be  [deemed  to  be] 
transferred  to  and  vested  in  and  may  be  held 
and  enjoyed  by  such  new  corporation,  without 
any  [other]  deed  or  transfer  ;  and  such  new 
corporation  shall  hold  and  enjoy  the  same,  and 
all  rights  of  property,  privileges,  franchises  and 
interests  of  either  of  the  said  several  corpora- 
tions in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  ex- 
tent [as  if  the  said  several  companies  so  con- 
solidated had  continued  to  retain  the  title  and 
transact  the  business  of  such  corporations]  as 
the  same  were  or  might  have  been  held  and  en- 
joyed by  the  several  corporations  so  consolidating. 
Said  new  corporation  shall  have  power  to  acquire, 
hold,  possess,  enjoy  and  dispose  of  all  the  property, 
real  or  personal,  of  said  several  corporations  so 
consolidating,  and  all  suck  additional  donations, 
grants,  devises  or  bequests,  subject  to  all  the  pro- 
visions of  law  relating  to  devises  or  bequests  by 
last  will  and  testament,  as  may  be  made  in  further 
support  of  its  library,  collections  and  objects ,  or  any 
of  the  same;  and  may  make  such  investments  as 
any  of  the  corporations  so  consolidating  might 
lawfully  make,  or  as  may  be  authorized  by  the 
terms  of  any  such  donation,  grant,  devise  or  be- 
quest; and  any  devise  or  bequest  contained  in  any 
last  will  and  testament  made  before  or  after  such 
consolidation  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  of  the  cor- 
porations so  consolidating  shall  not  fail  by  reason  of 
such  consolidation,  but  the  same  shall  enure  to 
the  benefit  of  the  said  new  corporation,  and 
the  title  to  all  real  and  personal  estate,  and 
all  rights  and  privileges  acquired  and  enjoyed 
by  either  of  the  said  corporations  so  consolidat- 
ing shall  not  be  deemed  to  revert  or  to  be  im- 
paired by  such  act  of  consolidation  or  anything 
relating  thereto. 

§  5.  Section  six  of  said  act  is  hereby  amend- 
ed so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

§  6.  The  new  corporation  organized  under 
this  act  shall  be  permitted  to  maintain  and  carry 
on  any  form  of  library  and  to  promote  any  of  the 
objects  authorized  by  the  charter  of  either  or 
any  of  the  [companies]  corporations  which  have 
been  consolidated. 

§  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

On  March  13  the  formal  assent  of  the  Astor 
trustees  to  the  consolidation  was  obtained. 
The  details  of  consolidation  and  administra- 
tion still  remain  to  be  determined, -as  does  the 
selection  of  a  site.  Besides  the  Lenox  site, 
Bryant  Park  and  Morningside  Heights,  the 
present  site  of  Columbia  College,  on  Madison 
avenue  and  Fiftieth  street,  has  been  suggested, 
but  it  is  probable  that  the  Lenox  site  will  be 
utilized,  at  least  as  a  temporary  home.  The 
various  desirable  and  available  sites  were  dis- 
cussed at  the  March  meeting  of  the  New  York 
Library  Club,  reported  elsewhere.  (See  p.  129.) 
The  absorption  of  the  Free  Circulating  Library 
and  its  branches  into  the  proposed  great  public 
library  system  is  also  suggested. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club 
was  held  on  March  i,  1895,  at  Wesleyan  Hall, 
Boston.  The  morning  session  opened  with  an 
interesting  and  valuable  paper  by  Mr.  Robert 
T.  Swan,  Mass.  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
upon  "  Paper  and  ink."  The  best  paper  is 
made  of  linen  and  new  cotton  rags  in  about  equal 
proportions.  Wood  papers  are  of  two  kinds, 
the  ground  wood,  which  is  brittle  and  quickly 
discolors,  and  the  chemically  prepared,  where 
the  wood  is  disintegrated,  without,  at  least  by 
the  soda  process,  immediately  destroying  the 
fibre.  Until  time  has  tested  these  products  it  is 
safe  to  use  rag  paper  for  all  purposes  of  record. 
A  free-flowing,  yet  black,  non-thickening  and 
permanent  ink  has  not  yet  been  discovered. 
Nutgall  and  iron  inks  are  the  safest;  the  writing 
is  at  first  pale,  but  blackens  by  oxidization;  it 
should  not  be  blotted,  but  the  ink  should  sink  into 
the  paper.  Even  if  the  color  finally  disappears, 
it  can  be  restored.  If  permanency  is  not  essen- 
tial, a  pleasanter  ink  can  be  used. 

Mr.  Lane  said  that  different  inks  should  be 
used  for  different  purposes.  When  a  new  ink  is 
tried  in  the  accessions  book,  the  name  of  the 
ink  and  the  date  should  be  recorded  on  the  mar- 
gin. He  thought  for  use  on  cards  an  ink  should 
erase  well.  Mr.  Swan  said  that  the  nutgall  inks 
were  the  hardest  to  erase,  being  dyes.  Aniline 
inks  were  stains;  carbon  inks  coated  the  surface 
and  were  most  easily  erased. 

In  reply  to  a  question,  Mr.  Swan  said  that  he 
had  tested  some  typewriter  inks  and  could  not 
remove  them  except  by  removing  the  surface  of 
the  paper.  He  thought  a  permanent  ink  for 
typewriter  ribbon  could  be  got,  but  would  urge 
care  in  selection,  and  time  alone  could  make  a 
conclusive  test.  Some  courts  now  permit  the 
use  of  the  typewriter  in  records.  Blue  and  red 
typewriter  inks  are  probably  not  permanent. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Swan  said  that  a 
test  of  inks  by  weather  was  preferable  to  any 
chemical  test,  and  was  the  next  best  test  to  time. 

Mr.  Swan  showed  a  number  of  samples  of 
paper  and  ink,  and  the  results  of  weather  tests 
on  various  inks,  also  faded  writings  restored  by 
application  of  acid,  and  some  interesting  samples 
of  paper  entirely  disintegrated  by  age  or  damp, 
and  preserved  by  mounting  between  sheets  of 
thin  paper  or  silk  treated  with  paraffine. 

Mr.  Foster  then  spoke  of  the  deterioration  of 
paper  used  in  books  and  periodicals,  and  asked 
Mr.  Lane  to  speak  to  this  point. 

Mr.  Lane  said  that  all  books  worth  preserving 
were  likely  to  be  reprinted  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  durability  of  the  paper  was  of  less  im- 
portance in  their  case  than  in  periodicals  and 
newspapers.  Process-work  requires  the  use  of 
a  paper  coated  with  a  finish  of  clay  and  glue; 
this  will  last  fairly  well  because  a  good  paper  is 
needed  to  carry  the  coating.  Newspapers  are 
printed  on  a  paper  containing  90  %  of  wood- 
pulp.  They  are  nothing  but  thin  boards,  and 
certain  to  go  to  pieces  in  a  short  time.  The 
practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  printing  spe- 


cial editions  of  newspapers  for  libraries  are  prob- 
ably insuperable.  It  must  be  done  by  putting 
on  a  roll  of  special  paper  at  the  end  of  an 
edition.  But  for  use  in  modern  presses  paper 
must  be  freshly  unwrapped  and  not  allowed  to 
dry.  It  cannot  stand  about  from  one  day  to  the 
next,  as  the  roll  gels  out  of  shape  and  will  not 
print  well. 

Wood-pulp  papers  came  in  about  1865.  In  a 
file  of  the  Boston  Journal  at  the  Athena;um, 
1866  was  in  good  condition;  1872  pretty  bad; 
1880,  was  still  good.  The  only  thing  to  do  with 
newspapers  is  to  bind  fresh  copies,  keep  in  a 
place  not  too  dry,  lying,  not  standing,  and  label 
them  "  Handle  with  care." 

In  some  wood  papers  a  little  cotton  waste  is 
introduced  for  strength. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  publica- 
tion of  lists  of  books  suitable  for  public  libraries, 
as  presented  at  the  last  meeting,  was  then  taken 
up,  and,  after  a  discussion  of  some  length,  in 
which  it  appeared  to  be  the  common  opinion 
that  the  smaller  libraries  would  derive  consid- 
erable benefit  from  these  lists,  a  ballot  was  taken 
and  it  was  voted  that  the  club  undertake  the 
publication  of  such  lists  on  the  plan  suggested 
in  the  report  of  the  committee  in  1892.  This  is, 
in  brief,  the  publication  of  monthly  lists  by  a 
committee  of  17 —  chairman,  secretary,  and 
15  readers  in  five  groups  of  three.  The  books 
are  to  be  supplied  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Library 
Bureau,  each  submitted  to  three  readers,  and 
only  books  approved  by  all  admitted.  Titles 
will  be  annotated  when  necessary.  The  lists, 
which  will  include  only  adult  fiction,  will  be  dis- 
tributed without  charge  to  members  of  the  club, 
and  sold  to  others  who  wish  them. 

The  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to  a  con- 
sideration of  matters  of  detail  connected  with  the 
supplying  of  books  to  public  schools,  such  as: 
Are  cards  issued  ?  Is  the  charge  made  to  teach- 
ers, or  to  the  school  ?  Who  is  responsible  for 
the  books?  How  many  books  are  issued  ?  For 
what  time  ?  etc.  The  discussion  was  conver- 
sational in  character,  and  Included  the  two- 
book  system  and  the  ethics  of  fines,  besides  the 
relation  of  the  schools  and  libraries  in  general. 

Mr.  Jones  described  his  methods,  but  said 
that  he,  personally,  did  not  believe  that  loaning 
books  to  teachers  for  use  in  school  was  proper- 
ly a  part  of  the  work  of  a  public  library.  The 
school  board  should  provide  these  books  for 
teachers'  use.  A  library  can  do  more  good  with 
its  books  by  loaning  them  directly  to  the  chil- 
dren, or  placing  them  at  their  disposal  in  the 
building. 

Mr.  Houghton  said  that  he  asked  teachers  to 
give  him  a  list  of  subjects  in  advance,  and  then 
had  the  useful  books  got  together  on  a  table 
and  delegated  his  best  assistant  to  help  the 
children.  Every  book  in  his  library  was  a  refer- 
ence book,  and  when  the  children  want  them  no 
one  else  can  have  them. 

Miss  Lamprey  said  that  the  same  plan  was  in 
use  at  the  Ames  Free  Library  in  North  Easton. 
Children  could  not  use  the  catalog. 

Mrs.  Sanders  said  the  younger  children 
formed  a  large  part  of  her  constituency.  She 
had  50  at  work  on  China  and  Japan.  She  was 
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with  the  children  from  4  to  6  and  after  tea.  To 
get  little  children  to  come  to  the  library  and 
want  to  look  up  a  subject  —  that  is  the  great 
thing. 

Mr.  Piper  said  that  the  children's  reading- 
room  at  Cambridge  had  been  opened  in  October, 
1894,  and  was  at  once  filled.  About  170  books 
were  put  out  for  free  consultation.  He  had 
found  that  many  children  merely  turned  over  the 
leaves  of  book  after  book  without  reading. 

Mr.  Chase  had  met  with  the  same  difficulty. 

Mr.  Bolton  thought  there  was  an  advantage 
in  restricting  children  to  two  books  in  one  after- 
noon. 

In  four  of  the  libraries  represented  there  was 
no  age  limit. 

As  regards  loaning  fiction  on  teachers'  cards, 
it  was  generally  agreed  that  the  latest  fiction 
should  not  be  so  loaned,  and  that  teachers 
should  specify  of  any  fiction  called  for  that  it  is 
for  school  use. 

Mr.  Whitney,  of  Watertown,  thought  a  libra- 
ry was  doing  good  work  in  loaning  to  clubs. 
He  allowed  each  member  of  a  young  men's  club 
to  take  out  two  books,  and  the  selection  was 
made  by  a  committee  and  the  books  kept  at  the 
club-rooms. 

Mr.  Bolton  said  that  the  trustees  of  the  Brook- 
line  library  had  just  authorized  the  loan  of  a 
number  of  books  to  a  work  ing-people's  club,  and 
had  assumed  the  responsibility  for  loss. 

W.  H.  TiLLlNGHAST,  Secretary. 

NEW  YORK  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  executive  board  of  the  New  York  Li- 
brary Association  has  Issued  a  circular  letter  to 
librarians  of  the  state,  urging  enrollment  in 
the  association  and  briefly  stating  the  various 
means  by  which  it  is  planned  to  extend  the  in- 
fluence and  usefulness  of  the  organization.  The 
large  attendance  at  and  the  interest  awakened 
by  the  joint  meeting  of  the  state  association 
with  the  New  York  Library  Club,  in  January, 
"indicated  most  clearly  the  possibilities  of  the 
association  as  a  power,  not  only  in  shaping  li- 
brary legislation,  but  in  awakening  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  a  keener  perception  and  clearer 
understanding  of  the  value  of  the  library  to  the 
home,  the  school,  and  the  workshop. 

"Thus  far  the  only  cost  of  membership  has 
been  the  payment  of  one  dollar  on  joining, 
without  annual  dues.  Since  the  organization  in 
1890  no  assessment  has  been  made.  But  it  is 
evident  that  a  wider  field  of  work  is  open.  The 
association  has  voted  to  hold  two  additional 
meetings  each  year.  The  plans  of  the  execu- 
tive board  include  the  publication  of  a  select  list 
of  the  books  of  1894  to  be  submitted  to  the 
votes  of  librarians.  An  occasional  library 
canvass  of  a  section  of  the  state  may  also  be 
made.  In  carrying  out  these  plans,  and  many 
more  that  might  be  suggested,  money  will  be 
needed  for  printing  and  postage,  and  it  is  clear 
that  without  a  larger  membership  the  associa- 
tion will  exist  in  name  only." 

The  board  has  therefore  decided  to  call  for  a 
new  enrollment,  and  has  fixed  the  assessment  for 
the  current  year  at  $i.  It  has  alsobeen  thought 
advisable,  to  avoid  confusion  between  city  and 


state,  that  the  name  of  the  association  be 
changed.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  amend 
Article  I.  of  the  constitution  to  read:  "The  As- 
sociation shall  be  called  the  '  Library  Associa- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York.'  " 

PENNSYLVANIA    LIBRARY  CLUB. 

-THE  1 5th  regular  meeting  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  Club  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  on  Monday  evening, 
March  n,  at  8  o'clock,  with  the  president,  Mr. 
John  Thomson,  in  the  chair. 

After  the  reading  and  approval  of  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting,  Dr.  Bernard  C.  Steiner, 
of  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  of  Baltimore, 
read  the  paper  of  the  evening,  entitled  "  Rev. 
Thomas  Bray  and  early  public  libraries  in 
America."  A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to 
Dr.  Steiner  and  his  paper  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  discussion  ensued  on  "  Newspapers  in  li- 
braries." 

Reports  were  heard  from  the  executive  com- 
mittee and  the  committees  on  legislation  and 
occasional  papers. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Wickersham  exhibited  the  archi- 
tect's plans  of  the  memorial  library  to  be  erected 
at  Kennett  Square,  and  described  the  proposed 
interior  arrangements.  Seven  new  members 
were  elected.  A  special  meeting  was  announced 
to  be  held  at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  some  time 
in  April.  ALFRED  RIGLING,  Secretary. 

LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  OF  CENTRAL    CALI- 
FORNIA. 

THERE  was  an  informal  meeting  of  the  librari- 
ans of  San  Francisco  and  vicinity  on  February 
22  at  the  Free  Public  Library,  to  take  the  pre- 
liminary steps  towards  forming  an  association  of 
librarians  and  those  in  sympathy  with  library 
work,  for  occasional  meetings  for  the  interchange 
of  ideas  on  the  means  of  increasing  the  usefulness 
of  the  library,  and  bringing  it  into  closer  rela- 
tions with  the  public.  Eight  libraries  were  rep- 
resented, and  it  was  decided  to  form  a  permanent 
organization  under  the  name  of  the  Library 
Association  of  Central  California,  and  to  include 
in  its  membership  all  interested  in  library  and 
educational  work. 

At  a  meeting  on  March  8  a  constitution  was 
adopted  and  the  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  first  year:  President,  J.  C.  Rowell, 
University  of  California;  vice-president,  G:  T. 
Clark,  Free  Public  Library,  San  Francisco;  sec- 
retary, A.  M.  Jellison,  Mechanics'  Institute,  San 
Francisco;  treasurer,  Andrew  deary,  Odd 
Fellows'  Library,  San  Francisco.  There  is  also 
an  executive  committee  of  five  to  be  appointed 
by  the  president  to  act  in  an  advisory  capacity. 

The  trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  have 
generously  offered  a  room  for  meeting  pur- 
poses. 

There  will  be  meetings  on  tHe  second  Friday 
of  each  month,  except  June,  July  and  August. 
The  topic  for  discussion  at  the  April  meeting  is, 
"  Should  the  public  have  free  access  to  the 
shelves  of  a  library  ?  " 

A,  M.  J  ELLISON,  Secretary. 
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NEW  YORK  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  March  meeting  of  the  New  York  Library 
Club  was  held  at  the  Library  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  N.  Y.  City,  on 
Thursday,  March  14. 

After  a  short  preliminary  business  session, 
Mr.  Cole  read  a  paper  on  "  Libraries  of  the 
twentieth  century,"  in  which  he  described  a  visit 
to  the  State  Library  at  Albany  in  1995,  telling  of 
various  changes  there  and  elsewhere  in  the 
management  of  libraries,  resulting  in  an  almost 
ideal  arrangement.  All  public  libraries  will 
then  be  under  the  control  of  the  state,  and  the 
arrangement  and  cataloging  will  be  reduced  al- 
most to  a  science.  Mr.  Berry  proposed  that  the 
paper  be  placed  on  file  in  order  that  the  club 
of  100  years  hence  might  have  the  benefit  of 
these  ideas,  but  Mr.  Cole  replied  it  was  already 
published  in  the  "Occasional  papers"  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Club. 

The  regular  subject  for  discussion  —  "The 
proposed  combination  of  the  Astor,  Lenox,  and 
Tilden  Foundations"— was  then  taken  up,  and 
President  Nelson,  in  introducing  it,  remarked 
that  the  report  that  the  Lenox  Library  had  voted 
favorably  on  the  question  was  premature,  as 
the  trustees  had  not  yet  taken  action  in  the  mat- 
ter. He  said  that  the  present  discussion  would 
deal  mainly  with  the  question  of  location,  and 
In  view  of  that  fact  he  would  read  extracts  from 
the  Astor  charter,  and  from  the  will  of  Miss 
Lenox  relating  to  the  land  given  by  her.  After 
he  had  finished  the  reading,  Mr.  Weeks,  of  New- 
ark.who  seemed  to  fear  that  the  discussion  would 
drift  into  technicalities  of  law,  said  he  thought 
the  question  should  be  considered  only  in  its  re- 
lation to  the  members  as  librarians.  Where  can 
such  a  library  be  established  to  be  most  useful  to 
people  within  25  miles  of  New  York  ?  It  must  be 
convenient  to  well-known  lines  of  travel,  not  at 
Columbia  Heights,  as  has  been  suggested,  where 
it  would  be  accessible  only  to  students,  but  near 
42d  street,  perhaps  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Lenox  Library.  Part  of  the  buildings  are  al- 
ready there;  it  is  quiet,  and  yet  accessible  to  most 
people. 

Mr.  Poole  said  that  while  we  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  legal  question,  still  we  are  bound  to 
respect  wills,  otherwise  people  will  cease  to  give 
their  money  to  public  institutions.  There  should 
be  a  circulating  library  within  at  least  a  mile  of 
every  inhabitant,  but  Bryant  Park  seemed  to 
him  the  most  desirable  site  for  the  central  li- 
brary. 

The  objection  that  had  been  raised,  that  we 
must  not  spoil  the  parks,  Mr.  Wing  thought  no 
objection,  since  the  new  building  would  be  on 
the  site  of  the  reservoir,  and  would  leave  as 
much  room  as  before  for  the  people,  while  the 
surroundings  would  be  much  more  beautiful. 
The  city  should  certainly  give  the  ground  for 
the  library,  and  if  Bryant  Park  could  be  secured 
it  would  be  the  most  desirable  place. 

Mr.  Leipziger  thought  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  the  ground  if  the  trustees 
should  decide  on  that  site,  for  it  has  already 


been  considered  for  a  college;  but  he  thought 
that  Morningside  Heights  would  be  a  very  de- 
sirable site,  since  Columbia  College  is  to  be 
there,  and  the  libraries  would  be  a  great  help  to 
each  other. 

Mr.  Baker  said:  "The  consolidation  scheme 
is  a  realization  that  no  one  would  have  dared 
hope  for  six  months  ago.  The  names  of  Astor 
and  Lenox  are  completely  lost  in  the  grand 
scheme,  and  it  is  a  surprise  to  every  one  that 
these  institutions  would  allow  it. 

"  If  it  is  possible  to  make  this  great  reservoir 
of  books,  it  would  seem  foolish  for  Columbia  to 
try  to  rival  it,  even  though  a  great  distance  be- 
hind, and  so  the  two  should  co-operate,  and  for 
that  reason  should  be  near  each  other.  We 
must  decide  where  the  centre  of  New  York  will 
be  in  the  future.  People  from  New  Jersey  will 
then  come  in  to  New  York  on  the  bridge  near 
7Oth  street,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that 
the  Grand  Central  will  be  so  far  downtown  25 
years  from  now.  Educational  institutions  are 
all  going  North,  and  it  is  to  the  people  who 
frequent  them,  and  not  to  business  men,  that 
this  great  reference  library  will  be  of  most 
service.  There  should  be  circulating  libraries 
with  reference  departments  all  over  the  city, 
but  this  great  central  library  is  to  be  for  scholars 
and  should  be  near  them." 

Judge  Peck  favored  the  idea  that  the  new  li- 
brary should  be  near  Columbia.  He  said  that 
25  years  hence  there  would  not  be  a  corner  of  New 
York  inaccessible  to  outsiders,  but  the  grave 
question  was,  whether  these  three  funds  could 
ever  be  united.  It  looked  to  him  as  if  the  Astor 
Library  could  never  be  moved,  and  likewise  the 
Lenox,  so  it  seemed  entirely  improbable  that  the 
combination  could  ever  take  place,  and  the  pres- 
ent discussion  had  therefore  been  on  a  subject 
too  much  of  a  speculation  as  yet  to  be  seriously 
considered. 

President  Nelson  then  closed  the  discussion 
by  saying  that  he  believed  if  the  givers  of  those 
funds  were  alive,  they  would  gladly  accede  to 
this  proposed  consolidation. 

HARRIET  B.  PRESCOTT,  Secretary. 

WASHINGTON  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  fifth  regular  meeting  of  the  Washington 
Library  Association  was  held  at  Columbian  Uni- 
versity, Feb.  27,  President  A.  R.  Spofford  pre- 
siding. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Watkins,  formerly  associated  with 
the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Company,  now  of  the 
National  Museum,  read  a  paper  of  unusual  in- 
terest on  the  development  of  the  railroad  library. 
The  railroad  library  had  its  inception  in  the 
stage-coach  era,  when  innkeepers  placed  news- 
papers and  periodicals,  with  a  few  books  of  gen- 
eral interest,  at  the  service  of  the  employes  of 
the  coach  companies  and  the  passengers  who 
stopped  at  the  hostelries  overnight.  When  the 
canal  packet  and  the  steamboat  became  a  com- 
mercial success,  the  sale  of  newspapers  and  the 
rental  and  sale  of  novels  became  a  perquisite  of 
the  bartender  or  the  steward. 

During  the  first  decade  of  the  railroad  era, 
between  1830  and  1840,  the  ubiquitous  newsboy 
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became  a  recognized  element  in  the  railway 
service,  and  from  this  time  the  railway  em- 
ploye has  looked  to  him  for  his  regular  supply 
of  literature. 

Mr.  Watkins  confined  the  later  development  of 
the  railroad  library  to  the  libraries  located  on 
the  lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Company. 

Probably  the  first  important  railroad  library  in 
America  was  organized  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  August 
7,  1858  —  the  Mechanics' Library.  It  had  at 
times  a  flourishing  and  at  times  a  rather  strug- 
gling existence.  At  present  the  library  corpo- 
ration is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  is  doing 
excellent  service  among  the  employes  of  the 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Company  in  the  direction 
of  lecture  and  study  courses,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  library  work.  At  the  close  of  1894  the 
library  numbered  over  20,000  volumes;  1529 
books  were  added  during  the  year;  while  the 
receipts  were  nearly  $4000.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year  there  were  35  railroad  libra- 
ries and  reading-rooms  on  the  Pennsylvania 
lines,  21  of  these  being  east  of  Pittsburg. 

The  most  recent  of  these  libraries  is  that  or- 
ganized about  a  year  ago  in  connection  with  the 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Department  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  in  West  Philadelphia.  It  was  founded  in 
1887,  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  leasing  a  lot  for  99 
years  at  a  nominal  rental.  To  January  i,  $70,600 
had  been  expended  for  a  handsome  granite 
building.  The  library  was  formally  opened  on 
January  24,  1894. 

These  libraries,  with  few  exceptions,  are 
placed  at  points  where  access  can  be  had  to 
books  in  local  libraries.  No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  provide  a  system  whereby  books  may 
be  furnished  to  the  agents,  trackmen,  and  other 
employes  who  live  at  the  small  stations,  where 
there  is  little  opportunity  for  recreation,  save  in 
reading  books  and  papers. 

Of  the  104,000  employes  on  the  8000  miles  of 
road  controlled  by  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Com- 
pany, it  is  estimated  that  about  20,000  or  25,000 
depend  almost  entirely  upon  the  Sunday  news- 
paper for  their  miscellaneous  reading.  It  is  this 
latter  class  which  needs  to  be  provided  with 
books  from  the  central  libraries.  Mr.  Watkins 
has  in  mind  a  system  which  he  proposes  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  the  railroad  authorities, 
which  provides  that  printed  catalogs  and  supple- 
mentary lists  of  new  books  shall  be  sent  to,  and 
posted  in,  the  smaller  stations  by  ticket  agents, 
who  shall  transmit  applications  for  the  with- 
drawal of  books  from  the  central  libraries  and 
forward  and  return  the  books  by  railroad  train- 
service  free  of  charge. 

Mr.  Watkins  was  followed  by  Mr.  W.  P. 
Cutter,  librarian  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
library,  who  gave  an  account  of  the  "  travelling 
libraries  "  of  New  York  State,  of  the  "  home 
libraries"  of  the  Boston  Children's  Aid  Society, 
and  of  the  Pullman  car  collections  of  books. 

Mr.  H.  Presnell,  as  chairman  of  a  committee 
on  the  loaning  of  books  among  the  librarians  of 
Washington,  presented  a  report  outlining  a  very 
liberal  policy. 

THE  sixth  regular  meeting  of  the  association 
was  held  March  27. 


Mr.  B.  Pickman  Mann  spoke  upon  "  Compre- 
hensive indexes,"  referring  especially  to  the  in- 
dexing of  scientific  literature  and  the  proposed 
plan  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London  regarding 
international  co-operation  in  indexing. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Parsons,  formerly  librarian  of  the 
U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  read  a  careful  paper  on 
"  The  care  of  maps."  Having  had  in  his  charge 
one  of  the  largest  collections  of  maps  in  this 
country,  Mr.  Parsons  had  unusual  facilities  for 
making  a  thorough  study  of  this  vexed  problem. 
His  paper  is,  in  consequence,  of  unusual  interest 
to  all  librarians  who  have  to  deal  with  maps. 
OLIVER  L.  FASSIG,  Secretary. 

CHICAGO  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  March  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Library. 
Club  was  held  at  the  Newberry  Library,  March 
8,  1895,  at  8  p.m.,  the  president,  Miss  Dexter, 
in  the  chair.  In  the  absence  of  the  secretary, 
Mr.  Merrill  was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern. 

The  following  names  were  proposed  by  the 
executive  committee  for  membership :  Misses 
Maud  R.  Henderson,  Gertrude  Forstall,  Sarah 
Dickinson,  Cornelia  Marvin,  and  Miss  Sloat ; 
and  Messrs.  Norman  Williams,  A.  J.  Rudolph, 
and  J.  Dieserud  ;  and  were  accepted  by  the  club. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Stanley,  librarian  of  Lake  Forest 
University,  read  a  short  paper  explaining  his 
system  of  making  an  extensive  finding-list  for  a 
small  library.  The  plan  consists  in  printing  a 
column  of  entries,  which  are  pasted  into  a  blank 
book  in  one  column,  leaving  five  other  columns 
for  other  insertions ;  when  all  six  columns  are 
full,  the  whole  is  to  be  reprinted  and  pasted  as 
at  first. 

Mr.  Wickersham  then  read  an  excellent  paper 
entitled  "  A  brief  history  of  some  libraries  of 
Chicago."  The  establishment  and  development 
of  the  Public  Library,  the  Newberry,  the  Li- 
brary of  the  University  of  Chicago,  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society,  and  the  Law  Institute  were 
described,  largely  from  Mr.  Wickersham's  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  these  institutions.  His 
paper  embodied  many  items  of  interest  that 
could  not  be  gleaned  from  official  records.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Merrill,  the  thanks  of  the  club 
were  tendered  to  Mr.  Wickersham. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  year  ending 
March,  1896,  was  next  taken  up.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Roden,  it  was  voted  to  take  a  preliminary 
ballot  for  each  officer,  the  three  persons  re- 
ceiving the  highest  number  of  votes  to  become 
candidates  for  election.  Mr.  Burchard  and  Dr. 
Wire  were  appointed  tellers  by  the  chair. 

The  preliminary  ballot  for  the  office  of  presi- 
dent resulted  In  giving  Mr.  Wickersham  n 
votes,  Mr.  Hild  7,  Mr.  Gauss  4,  Dr.  Wire  3, 
Miss  Dexter,  Miss  Sharp,  and  Mr.  Merrill  i 
each.  All  but  Mr.  Gauss  and  Dr.  Wire  having 
withdrawn  their  names,  a  ballot  was  taken  and 
gave  Mr.  Gauss  22  out  of  31  votes  cast.  Mr. 
Gauss  was  thereby  declared  elected. 

The  preliminary  ballot  for  office  of  first  vice- 
president  gave  Miss  Sharp  18  out  of  26  votes, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hild  her  election  was  made 
unanimous. 

The  first  ballot  for  second  vice-president  giv- 


April,  '95] 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


ing  Dr.  Wire  10  out  of  28  votes,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Roden  his  election  was  made  unanimous.  Mr. 
Hild  moved  that  the  secretary  be  directed  to 
cast  one  vote  for  Mr.  Burchard,  the  retiring  sec- 
retary, and  the  latter  was  re-elected;  Dr.  Wire 
having  made  a  similar  motion  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Merrill,  the  latter  was  re-elected  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Roden  moVed  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  of- 
fered to  the  retiring  officers.  The  meeting  then 
adjourned. 

W.  S.  MERRILL,  Secretary  pro  tern. 


ftctrieros. 


CONNECTICUT.  P.  L.  COMMITTEE.  Connecticut 
public  library  document,  no.  i,  1895  (whole 
no.  4) ;  report  of  the  Connecticut  Public 
Library  Committee,  1893-4.  1895.  Ii6p.  O 
This  is  the  first  report  of  the  Connecticut 
Public  Library,  and  it  is  a  gratifying  record  of 
well-directed  and  fruitful  work.  The  commit- 
tee was  organized  under  the  "law  relating  to 
libraries,"  passed  in  1893,  and  promptly  began 
its  work  by  the  distribution  of  a  circular,  set- 
ting forth  the  main  features  of  the  law  regarding 
the  establishment  of  libraries  by  state  aid,  and 
urging  communities  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
The  report  gives  the  text  of  the  law,  the  circu- 
lars issued  by  the  committee,  and  directions  as 
to  the  action  to  be  taken  by  towns  desiring 
to  establish  libraries.  The  method  of  purchase 
and  distribution  of  books  is  described,  and  a 
sample  list  of  about  i  sov.  is  shown.  During  the 
period  covered  by  the  report,  nine  towns  have 
voted  to  establish  libraries,  and  books  to  the  value 
of  $200  have  been  sent  to  six  of  these.  Specially 
interesting  is  a  short  article,  entitled  "  Sugges- 
tions for  the  smallest  libraries,"  by  Miss  C.  M. 
Hewins,  who  gives  simple  and  concise  directions 
for  the  routine  work  of  a  library  of  from  300- 
2000  v.  A  series  of  tables  gives  statistics  of 
Connecticut  libraries  from  1891-1893,  showing 
the  name  and  location  of  the  library,  its  gen- 
eral character,  number  of  volumes,  yearly  acces- 
sions, circulation,  income  and  source,  library 
building  with  name  of  donor,  if  any,  informa- 
tion as  to  use  by  children  and  mechanics, 
stock  of  books  on  education  or  pedagogy,  and 
name  of  librarian.  These  statistics  have  been 
compiled  with  care  and  attention  to  detail,  and 
afford  an  interesting  bird's-eye  view  of  the 
library  status  of  Connecticut.  Out  of  171 
towns,  13  possess  libraries,  owned  and  con- 
trolled by  the  town  and  free  to  all  the  people  ; 
three  have  libraries  "  owned  and  controlled  by 
the  municipality  and  free  to  all  the  people  of  the 
municipality"  ;  22  have  free  libraries  having  no 
connection  with  the  town  ;  five  have  libraries  to 
which  the  town  appropriates  money,  but  is  not 
represented  in  the  management;  56  have  libraries 
where  a  fee  is  charged  ;  and  71  towns  have  no 
library.  Following  the  statistical  tables  are  50 
pages  of  "  sketches  of  libraries,"  collected  and  ar- 
ranged by  Miss  Alice  S.  McQuaid,  giving  in  al- 
phabetical order  short  accounts  of  the  history  of 


those  libraries  from  which  information  could  be 
obtained;  many  good  illustrations  of  the  various 
buildings  are  included.  The  report  contains  also 
an  historical  sketch  of  "  Some  early  libraries," 
by  H.  F.  Bassett,  librarian  of  the  Silas  Bronson 
Library  of  Waterbury  ;  and  the  text  of  various 
"special  acts"  relating  to  libraries  and  passed 
at  the  1893  session  of  the  legislature. 

DENVER  (Col.)  P.  L.  Public  library  hand-book, 
Denver,  Carson-Harper  Co.,  1895.  182  p. 
S.  pap.  35  c.;  cl.  65  c.;  mor.  $i. 
For  about  a  year  past  there  have  appeared 
from  month  to  month  in  Books,  the  organ  of  the 
Denver  Public  Library,  short  papers  on  prime 
factors  of  library  work.  So  apt  and  lucid  were 
they,  that  issue  in  such  ephemeral  and  incon- 
venient shape  seemed  unfortunate,  and  the  an- 
nouncement of  their  amplification  and  publica- 
tion in  book  form  was  a  most  welcome  one. 
The  little  volume  into  which  these  papers  have 
been  gathered  is  issued  solely  as  the  production 
of  the  Denver  Public  Library.  According  to  the 
title-page,  it  is  "  by  the  Public  Library  of  Den- 
ver," and  the  preface  bears  signature  of  the 
same  corporation.  But,  in  contradiction  to  the 
ancient  axiom,  the  soul  of  this  corporation  is 
easily  discoverable.  The  modest  note  prefacing 
the  table  of  contents  informs  us  that  "criticisms 
of  the  book  should  be  directed  against  J.  C. 
Dana,  who  planned  it,  and  edited  and  revised 
all  ms."  —  and  if  criticism,  then,  too,  the  recogni- 
tion and  appreciation  that  it  is  so  much  pleas- 
anter  and  more  needful  to  accord.  Mr.  Dana 
has  had  the  co-operation  of  three  members  of  his 
staff,  F.  D.  Tandy,  John  Parsons,  and  J.  M. 
Lee,  to  whom  full  credit  is  given;  but  his  direc- 
tion and  supervision  are  manifest  throughout. 
He  has  contributed  nine  of  the  25  chapters,  two 
others  being  his  work,  conjointly  with  Mr.  Tan- 
dy. The  hand-book  owes  Its  existence  largely 
to  a  process  of  evolution.  It  had  its  inception, 
in  an  attempt  to  answer  some  of  the  many 
requests  received  for  information  and  sug- 
gestion as  to  library  work,  and  its  scope 
gradually  widened  far  beyond  the  original 
plans  of  its  projector  until  it  formed  a  com- 
pact "body  of  library  doctrine"  as  preached 
and  practised  at  the  Denver  Public  Library.  Its 
immediate  usefulness,  however,  extends  far  be- 
yond the  limits  of  a  single  city  or  state,  and 
though  meant  especially  as  a  manual  for  the 
training  classes  of  the  Denver  Public  Library 
and  for  small  Colorado  libraries,  it  deserves 
a  front  rank  among  library  text-books. 

Mr.  Dana  covers  the  whole  field  of  library  rou- 
tine in  its  simpler  details.  Beginning  with  the 
starting  of  a  library,  either  by  gift,  legislation, 
or  the  expansion  of  subscription  or  school  libra- 
ries, he  describes  the  best  means  of  enlisting  and 
arousing  public  interest,  methods  of  selecting, 
buying,  lending,  and  charging  books  and  periodi- 
cals, gives  suggestions  to  the  public  and  to  assis- 
tants, and  presents  careful  and  lucid  expositions 
of  the  modus  operandi  in  accession  work,  delivery- 
desk  methods,  classifying,  cataloging,  stock-tak- 
ing, binding  and  rebinding.  The  keynote  of  the 
book  seems  an  earnest  belief  that  "  the  first  duty 
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of  a  library  is  to  be  used  —  not  to  pose  as  a  monu- 
ment or  mausoleum,"  and  all  that  will  make  a  li- 
brary more  useful,  more  attractive,  more  popular 
—  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word  —  is  specially  em- 
phasized. In  this  connection  we  find  suggestions 
for  a  plentiful  supply  and  circulation  of  periodi- 
cals, no  age  limit  —  "the  young  people  are  the 
library's  most  hopeful  material "  —  as  free  access 
to  the  books  as  it  is  possible  to  give,  an  absence 
of  red  tape,  and  a  general  responsiveness  to  the 
borrower's  desires  and  needs.  There  are  several 
excellent  annotated  lists  —  amongthem, "  Books 
suitable  for  a  small  school  library";  literary 
journals,  useful  in  the  selection  of  books ;  ' '  Some 
periodicals  suitable  for  a  small  library";  and 
"  Books  on  library  work."  The  explanation  of 
the  decimal  classification  and  of  the  classifying 
and  cataloging  of  a  library  is  so  clear  and  care- 
ful that  any  intelligent  novice  who  had  no  other 
guide  should  be  easily  brought  into  the  way  of 
light.  Lucid  as  they  are,  the  expositions  of 
cataloging  and  classification  are  comprehensive 
of  all  essential  details,  bringing  the  reader  up  to 
the  "  refinements  and  niceties,  the  intricacies 
and  moot  points  and  woes  thereof,"  of  which  it 
is  not  within  the  province  of  the  ' '  hand-book  "  to 
treat.  AH  stages  of  cataloging  are  demonstrated 
by  fac-similes  of  cards  and  methods  of  entry  in 
actual  use,  reduced  to  fit  the  small  page,  but 
with  the  proper  dimensions  stated.  Indeed,  the 
many  illustrations,  covering  not  only  cataloging 
and  classification,  but  showing  order  slips,  maga- 
zine records,  application  blanks,  borrowers' 
cards,  book  cards,  card  pockets,  public  notices, 
accession  sheets,  tags,  bindery  orders,  etc.,  are 
a  most  useful  feature  of  the  book.  There  is  an 
excellent  index,  and  a  novel  and  useful  list  of  "a 
few  definitions,"  giving  simple  explanations  of 
the  terms  most  used  in  library  work. 

The  book  is  a  welcome  and  useful  addition  to 
the  literature  of  what  is  aptly  characterized  as 
"the  freemasonry  part"  of  library  work,  and 
Mr.  Dana  and  the  Denver  Public  Library  are 
worthy  successors  to  Miss  Plummer  and  Mr. 
Fletcher  in  a  field  where  as  yet  there  is  little 
danger  of  overcrowding. 

LARNED,  Josephus  Nelson.  History  for  ready  ref- 
erence from  the  best  historians,  biographers, 
and  specialists.  In  five  vols.  Vol.4 — Nicaea 
to  Tunis.  Springfield,  C.  A*  Nichols  &  Co., 
1894. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  summarize 
briefly  the  main  features  of  this  fourth  volume 
of  Mr.  Larned's  historical  compendium.  Its 
scope  is  as  wide  and  its  mass  of  information  as 
varied  as  has  been  the  case  in  the  previous  vol- 
umes. It  is  really  astonishing  to  glance  down 
page  after  page  and  note  the  extent  and  variety 
of  the  entries,  covering  all  epochs  and  subjects 
within  the  compass  of  the  plan.  The  subjects 
to  which  most  space  have  been  given  are  Rome, 
98  pages  ;  the  papacy,  64  pages  ;  printing  and 
press,  20  pages  ;  Russia,  32  pages  ;  Scotland,  42 
pages  ;  Slavery,  62  pages  ;  Spain,  44  pages  ;  tariff 
legislation,  26  pages.  On  the  whole,  however, 
this  volume  contains  comparatively  few  ex- 
tended entries,  or  rather  historical  essays,  the 


number  of  briefer  notes  being  especially  large. 
The  maps,  plans,  etc.,  comprise  maps  of  Cen- 
tral Europe,  Eastern  Europe,  the  Roman  Em- 
pire, four  "  development  maps"  of  Spain;  a 
"logical  outline  "  of  Roman  history  ;  and  chron- 
ological tables  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries. 

WENCKSTERN,  Fr.  von.  A  bibliography  of  the 
Japanese  empire  :  being  a  classified  list  of  all 
books,  essays,  and  maps  in  European  languages 
relating  to  Dai  Nihon  [Great  Japan],  published 
in  Europe,  America,  and  the  East  from  1859- 
93  A.D.  ;  to  which  is  added  a  fac-simile  reprint 
of  Leon  Pages'  Bibliographie  Japonaise, 
depuis  le  xve  siecle  jusqu'a  1859.  Leiden,  E. 
J.  Brill,  1895.  [London,  Kegan  Paul,  Trench, 
TrUbner  &  Co.]  14+338+68  p.  O. 
Here  is  a  cosmopolitan  work,  written  by  a 
German,  in  the  English  language,  containing  a 
photographic  fac-simile  of  a  French  bibliography 
with  words  of  praise  for  its  comprehensiveness, 
and  dedicated  to  an  American  librarian,  "  In 
memoriam  Guilielmi  Friderici  Poolei,  illustris- 
simi  bibliothecarii  Americani."  The  preface 
bears  out  this  character,  for  it  is  written  in  Eng- 
lish just  enough  tinged  with  German  to  amuse 
and  give  it  that  charm  which  often  attracts  in  the 
pronunciation  of  a  foreign  lecturer.  It  is  a 
work  of  German  thoroughness;  some  21,000  lines 
—  long  lines  in  small  type — are  given  to  a  classi- 
fied list  of  all  books,  essays,  and  maps  in  Euro- 
pean languages,  relating  to  Dai  Nihon  (Great 
Japan),  published  during  only  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  from  1859  to  1893.  The  thoroughness 
of  research  may  appear  from  six  successive  ref- 
erences on  p.  158  to  Appleton's  Journal,  Eng- 
lishwoman's Domestic  Magazine,  Galaxy,  All 
the  Year  Round,  Rendiconti  dei  Lincei,  Murray's 
Magazine,  and  on  the  opposite  page  Gazette  de 
Beaux-Arts,  Magasin  Pittoresque,  Proc.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Museum,  Mem.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  Man- 
chester, Chemical  News,  Journal  of  Indian  Art. 
The  title  should  have  read  "  European  languages 
excepting  the  Russian."  Mr.  Wenckstern  justi- 
fies this  omission  from  the  difficulty  he  "  would 
have  had  to  overcome  in  order  to  give  an  approx- 
imately accurate  and  complete  list"  of  Russian 
works.  It  is  not  said  whether  this  obstacle  is 
ignorance  of  the  language  ;  that  certainly  would 
be  a  sufficient  excuse,  and  as  it  is  shared  by  most 
readers,  the  omission  of  the  Russian  literature  is 
little  to  be  deplored.  We  have  not  noticed  titles 
in  any  other  Slavic  language  nor  in  Hungarian; 
perhaps  there  are  no  books  on  Japan  in  those 
tongues.  But  we  have  come  across  entries  in 
Dutch,  Danish,  Swedish,  Spanish,  Italian, 
French,  German,  and  English,  the  latter  being 
much  the  most  numerous.  The  classification  is 
elaborate  and  well  conceived.  23  classes  have 
82  sub-divisions.  The  order  has  some  peculiar- 
ities. Travels  is  the  4th  cla'ss,  History  the  8th, 
with  Religion  and  Philosophy,  Philology  and 
Belles- Lettres  coming  between  them,  and  Topog- 
raphy and  Hydrography  is  the  igth,  followed 
by  Physiography.  The  Folk-lore  puzzle  is  well 
solved  by  putting  it,  with  Fairy  tales  and  Prov-r 
erbs,  under  Ethnography,  For  the  style  of 
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sub-classing  take  Fine  Arts.  That  has  the  sec- 
tions General  works,  Catalogues  of  collections, 
Drama,  Enamels  and  Carving,  Lacquer,  Metal- 
lurgy, Magic  Mirror,  Music,  Pictorial  Arts, 
Pottery. 

No  large  library  should  be  without  the  work. 
It  should  be  bought,  if  for  no  other  reason,  to 
reward  the  author  for  a  most  meritorious  piece 
of  work  and  to  lighten  his  inevitable  loss,  for 
he  has  borne  the  expense  of  its  preparation  him- 
self. C:A.  C. 


(ffconoms  an&  ^i 


GENERAL. 

PENNSYLVANIA  L.  CLUB.     Occasional  papers, 
no.  2,  March,  1895.  Philadelphia,  1895.  8  p.O. 
Contains    an    account    of    "  The    Halliwell- 
Phillipps  collection,"  by  Prof.  Albert  H.  Smyth  ; 
and  a  paper  on  "  Library  law  in  Pennsylvania," 
reviewing  the  most  desirable  features  of  library 
legislation  in  the  various  states,  by  S:  H.  Ranck. 
Both  papers  were  read  at  meetings  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Library  Club. 

The  UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 
has  issued  as  "Circular  no.  32,"  the  paper  on 
travelling  libraries,  by  W:  R.  Eastman,  entitled 
"A  new  aid  to  popular  education:  free  travel- 
ling libraries,"  first  printed  in  the  Forum,  Jan., 
1895. 

LOCAL. 

Baltimore,  Md.  Enoch  Pratt  F.  L.  (gth  rpt.) 
Added  13,019;  total  149,224,  distributed  among 
the  central  library  (96,646  v.)  and  the  five 
branches.  Issued,  home  use  548,287  (fict.  and 
juv.  76  %);  ref.  use  29,083.  New  members  6748; 
total  no.  borrowers  28,477.  Expenses  $48,- 
211.85. 

The  circulation  of  periodicals  for  the  year 
was  158,035. 

Mr.  Steiner  says :  "  We  have  circulated 
amongst  the  people  of  Baltimore  since  the  be- 
ginning of  1886,  four  millions  of  books,  and 
have  now  nearly  150,000  volumes  accessible  to 
the  public.  The  bare  statement  of  these  facts 
shows  the  influence  this  library  has  exerted 
upon  the  city,  and  the  importance  of  the  wise 
administration  of  such  a  large  institution.  Only 
three  similar  libraries  in  the  United  States, 
those  of  Boston,  Chicago,  and  Cincinnati,  sur- 
pass us  in  the  number  of  books  they  possess, 
and  only  three,  Chicago,  Boston,  and  New 
York,  in  the  number  of  volumes  circulated. 

"  The  usefulness  of  the  branch  libraries  can- 
not be  stated  in  too  strong  terms.  During  the 
last  year  242,308  books  were  given  out  by  them, 
and  55,402  periodicals  used  in  their  reading- 
rooms. 

"  During  the  year,  the  second  and  third  parts 
of  the  finding  list  for  the  main  library  and  the 
finding  list  for  branch  libraries  were  issued. 
This  completed  the  fifth  edition,  and  made  ours 
the  first  large  library  in  the  world  to  issue  a 
complete  finding  list  by  the  use  of  the  linotype 
method.  A  supplement  to  the  fifth  edition  was 
at  once  begun,  is  all  in  type,  and  very  soon  will 


be  published.  The  new  finding  list  was  pre- 
pared with  the  greatest  care,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  subdivide  the  classes  of  books 
more  than  ever  before,  owing  to  the  increase  in 
number  of  volumes. 

"  During  the  coming  year,  it  is  intended  to 
issue  a  sixth  edition  of  the  branch  library  find- 
ing list,  and  to  begin  a  series  of  quarterly  bulle- 
tins of  recent  accessions  to  the  library." 

Boston  P.  L.  On  Monday,  March  15,  the 
library  was  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books 
and  the  regular  business  routine.  By  nine 
o'clock,  when  the  doors  were  thrown  open, 
about  30  or  40  persons  were  waiting  to  enter  the 
building,  and  within  the  next  few  hours  the 
whole  interior  of  the  library  had  put  on  an 
air  of  business.  All  of  the  rooms  intended  for 
the  public  were  open,  with  the  exception  of 
the  newspaper  room,  which  was  closed  (or  a 
few  days  longer.  Twelve  extra  assistants  have 
been  added  to  the  staff,  and  the  entire  library 
force,  including  the  employees  of  the  binding 
and  cataloging  departments,  numbers  about  140. 
The  library  is  to  be  opened  every  week-day 
from  nine  a. m.  to  six  p.m.  On  Sundays  it  will  be 
open  for  readers  from  two  to  six  p.m.  It  will  be 
impossible  to  have  the  library  open  in  the  evening 
until  the  installation  of  the  electric  plant  is  com- 
pleted— probably  early  in  April.  A  system  of 
civil  service  examinations,  divided  into  five 
grades,  has  been  adopted  for  the  appointment  of 
new  assistants.  Examinations  for  the  various 
grades  will  be  given  at  stated  intervals,  and 
from  the  applicants  who  pass,  a  certain  number 
will  be  selected  to  enter  probationary  service 
at  the  library.  For  this  service  there  will  at  first 
be  no  pay,  but  assistants  on  probation  will  have 
opportunities  to  do  occasional  substitute  work, 
for  which  they  will  receive  pay.  From  this  they 
will  gradually  be  advanced  until  they  enter  the 
regular  service.  Candidates  for  promotion  in 
the  library  will  also  be  required  to  satisfy  the 
trustees  of  their  fitness  by  passing  the  regular 
examination  for  the  desired  position. 

Boston  P.  L.    THE  NEW  LIBRARY  IN  BOSTON. 

(In  Harper's  Weekly,  Mr.  16, 1895,  p.  251  -  254). 

il. 

An  account  of  the  arrangement  and  architec- 
tural features  of  the  new  library,  illustrated  with 
eight  views  of  the  interior. 

Burlington,  Vt.  Fletcher  F.  L.  (2ist  rpt.) 
Added  508  ;  total  22,712.  Issued,  home  use  43,- 
942  (fict.  and  juv.  65^  %) ;  no  statistics  of  ref. 
use.  New  registrations  827.  Receipts  $2471.96  ; 
expenses  $2253.84. 

Miss  Hagar  calls  attention  to  the  lack  of  suffi- 
cient shelf-room,  the  poor  heating,  and  deficient 
lighting  of  the  library.  She  also  says :  "  The 
same  system  of  distributing  books  through  the 
schools,  in  use  for  many  years,  has  been  con- 
tinued. It  makes  each  school  accepting  the 
privilege  '  practically  a  branch  library  with  a 
librarian  in  the  teacher,"  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  needs  and  tastes  of  the  children,  and  espe- 
cially with  the  books  that  will  be  most  useful  to 
aid  or  interest  them  in  their  lessons.  A  smallf  r 
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number  of  books  was  given  out  to  the  teachers 
for  use  in  the  schools  than  last  year.  Four  of 
the  intermediate,  two  of  the  primary,  most  of 
the  grammar  schools,  and  the  high  school  drew 
books  to  use  in  this  way.  About  650  volumes 
were  thus  circulated  by  the  teachers,  30  in  the 
primary  schools, '490  in  the  intermediate  schools, 
100  in  the  grammar  schools,  the  remainder  in 
the  high  school.  Many  of  the  scholars  in  the 
primary  and  intermediate  schools  exchanged 
their  books  every  week  during  the  school  ses- 
sions, so  each  volume  was  read  many  times." 

California  State  L.,  Sacramento.  (44-4510 
rpt.)  Added  6739; tota^  94. 752- 

Additional  shelf-room  has  been  given  by  the 
construction  of  600  feet  of  extra  shelving,  but 
the  space  for  books  is  constantly  becoming  more 
limited.  The  appendix  contains  a  useful  list  of 
state  publications,  noted  elsewhere,  and  a  sum- 
mary of  the  free  public  libraries  of  California, 
giving  statistics  of  the  28  libraries  organized  and 
operated  under  the  general  law  or  under  city 
charters. 

Chicago  P.  L.    WHERE  ALL  MAY  READ.  (In  Chi- 
cago Inter-Ocean,  Mr.  17,  1895.)     7  col.  10  11. 
An  account  of  various  branches  and  delivery 
stations  of  the  library,  with  lists  of  the  periodi- 
cals   subscribed    for,    views    of  reading-room 
interiors  and  exteriors  and  portraits  of  the  li- 
brarian and  four  of  the   reading-room  super- 
intendents. 

Cleveland (0.)  P.  L.  The  Open  Shelf,  hereto- 
fore published  monthly  by  the  library,  has  been 
made  a  quarterly  publication,  on  recommen- 
dation of  Librarian  Brett.  The  advertising  in- 
come of  the  journal  proved  insufficient  to  admit 
of  its  continuance  as  a  monthly. 

Columbus  (O.)  Public  School  L.  (i8th  rpt.) 
Added  3065  ;  total  20,738.  Issued,  home  use 
94,642  (fict.  32.27  #;  juv.  35.60  #);  ref.  use 
8096  ;  no  record  of  reading-room  use  is  kept. 

The  card  catalog  of  the  library  is  complete 
to  date,  arranged  by  author,  subject  and  title. 
A  ms.  subject  catalog  is  nearly  completed,  and 
when  finished  will  be  combined  with  author  and 
title  entries  as  copy  for  a  printed  dictionary  cata- 
log. 

There  is  a  special  collection  of  school  classics, 
containing  about  3730  v.  ;  these  are  sent  in  lots 
of  25  copies  to  each  school  for  a  period  of  four 
weeks,  with  permission  for  renewal,  if  desired. 
They  are  kept  in  constant  circulation  through- 
out the  school  year,  each  set  reaching  from  five 
to  six  schools  during  the  year.  The  books  are 
purchased  in  lots  of  from  50  to  150  copies  each. 

Hartford,  Ct.  Watkinson  L.  An  exhibition 
of  the  rare  ancient  and  modern  books  obtained 
by  the  Watkinson  Library  at  the  Columbian 
Exposition  was  held  during  the  week  of  March 
15-22.  It  included  valuable  editions  in  litera- 
ture, fine  art,  history,  biography  and  travel,  and 
rare  books  on  forestry,  vineyard  and  flower  cul- 
ture. 

Hartwell  (0.)  L.  On  March  21,  the  library  of 
the  Hart  welt  Literary  Club  was  formally  pre- 


sented to  the  city  by  the  members  of  the  club. 
The  library  contains  about  500  v.  ;  it  will  be 
conducted  as  a  free  town  library,  open  one  or 
two  days  in  the  week. 

Indianapolis  (Ind.)  P.  L.  The  bill  taking  the 
library  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  school  board 
and  placing  it  under  control  of  a  board  of  direc- 
tors, which  passed  the  legislature  in  February, 
failed  to  pass  the  senate  for  lack  of  a  constitu- 
tional majority.  It  was  brought  up  twice,  but 
was  unsuccessful  each  time. 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.}  P.  L.  (6th  rpt.)  Added 
6353;  total  43,777.  Issued,  home  use  450,818 
(fict.  40.5  %;  juv.  10  %\  current  magazines  20  #); 
ref.  use  38,271.  New  members  4709;  total 
membership  18,057.  Receipts  $20,452.82;  ex- 
penses $20,208.13. 

The  circulation  of  pictures  and  mounted  il- 
lustrations was  1779  for  the  year,  or  .3  per  cent, 
of  the  total  home  use. 

"  Fiction  shows  an  increase,  due  to  the  pub- 
lication of  the  '  fiction  list.'  There  are  10,000 
volumes  in  the  library  in  classes  other  than  fic- 
tion which  are  not  listed,  or  printed,  and  which 
are  consequently  unknown  except  through  the 
medium  of  the  shelf-sheets. 

"Music  has  an  increased  circulation  to  its 
credit,  and  is  a  particularly  satisfactory  feature 
with  the  borrowers.  The  demand  for  many  of 
the  popular  operas  was  so  great  that  several 
duplicate  copies  of  them  had  to  be  purchased 
in  order  to  meet  it. 

•"  On  March  12,  1894,  the  new  charging  sys- 
tem went  into  effect,  each  book  being  provided 
with  a  card  which  remains  in  the  book  when  in 
the  library,  and  when  '  out '  the  card  is  in  the 
slip-case.  The  cards  bear  the  number  of  every 
borrower  who  has  read  the  book  to  which  the 
card  belongs,  and  the  charges  indicate  the  sex  of 
the  reader  and  the  date  of  the  issue  of  the  book. 
These  book-cards  have  room  for  35  issue 
charges,  and  the  450  cards  which  have  been  filled 
furnish  a  very  interesting  index  to  the  books 
most  widely  read  in  this  city.  Charles  King's 
books  head  the  list  with  26  cards,  five 
being  for  '  Two  soldiers,'  four  each  for  '  Foes 
in  ambush,'  and  'Starlight  ranch,'  and  three  for 
'  Between  the  lines,'  the  remaining  10  being 
scattered.  Rose  Nouchette  Carey  comes  next 
with  25  cards,  and  'Little  Miss  Muffet'  leads 
with  five  cards,  followed  by  'Averill '  with  four 
cards.  Clara  Louise  Burnham  has  22  cards,  six 
of  which  represent  '  Dr.  Latimer,'  this  book 
having  the  largest  number  of  issues  of  any  Jn 
the  library  during  that  time.  Next  is  '  Next 
door'  with  five  cards.  There  are  nine  copies  of 
each  of  these  books,  and  eight  copies  each  of 
the  King  and  Carey  books.  King  is  a  very  pop- 
ular author  with  boys  and  young  men,  the  love 
story  being  subordinated  to  the  action.  Miss 
Carey  is  the  favorite  with  girls,  both  authors 
occupying  the  intermediate  ground  between 
juvenile  and  adult  fiction." 

A  list  of  the  most  popular  writers  is  given  in 
the  followingorder:  Behrens,  Clemens,  Gunter, 
Barr,  Crawford,  Dumas,  Sarah  Grand,  F.  Mar- 
ryatt,  Burnett,  Doyle,  Haggard,  Stannard,  Bay- 
ley,  Forrester,  Barrie,  Clifford,  Hector.  "  In 


April,  '95] 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


'35 


most  cases  the  author's  best-known  book  does 
not  appear  to  be  the  popular  choice.  A  book 
with  a  sentimental  title  in  any  one  author's  list 
of  novels  will  be  the  one  most  read,  regardless 
of  the  fame  of  some  other  novel.  Thomas 
Hardy  affords  an  illustration  of  this  statement, 
'A  pair  of  blue  eyes '  and  '  Far  from  the  mad- 
ding crowd '  being  called  for  oftener  than  his 
famous  '  Tess  of  the  D'Urbervilles.'  In  pur- 
chasing fiction  the  policy  has  been  rather  to  du- 
plicate the  works  of  standard  and  well-known 
authors  than  to  furnish  a  great  variety  of  un- 
known books."  The  duplication  ranges  from  15 
copies  of  each  of  Miss  Alcott's  book  to  two  of 
Trollope's,  and  includes  13  copies  of  Hugo,  lo 
copies  of  Thackeray,  six  of  Scott,  eight  of 
Dickens,  seven  of  Dumas,  two  of  Meredith,  etc. 

A  total  of  484  periodicals  are  regularly  re- 
ceived. The  reference  work,  though  hampered 
and  retarded  by  lack  of  accommodations,  has 
been  energetically  carried  on;  a  useful  expedient 
for  lessening  the  crowding  of  the  rooms  has 
been  the  sending  to  the  more  advanced  classes 
of  the  higher  grade  schools  a  collection  of  50  or 
100  books  on  a  given  subject  being  studied  at  the 
time,  these  special  class  loans  being  separate 
from  the  regular  school  deliveries.  Miss  Kelso 
gives  an  exhaustive  summary  of  the  "rules 
governing  employment,  rating  and  promotion  of 
attendants,"  and  includes  a  list  of  the  members 
of  the  library  force,  giving  details  of  work  and 
salaries. 

Maine  State  L.,  Augusta.  (26th  rpt.)  Added 
5479;  total  not  given.  Mr.  Carver  gives  a  re- 
view of  the  work  of  the  library  for  the  past  two 
years,  during  which  the  growth  of  the  library 
has  been  nearly  double  that  of  any  like  period 
of  time  in  its  history.  Appended  are  a  list  of  ad- 
additions  ;  a  list  of  exchanges  ;  a  list  of  publica- 
tions issued  by  the  state,  Dec.,  1892- Dec., 
1894;  "laws  concerning  the  State  Library"; 
"  laws  relating  to  free  public  libraries,"  and 
tabulated  lists  of  the  libraries  of  the  state,  free 
and  subscription. 

Mass.  Institute  of  Technology  Ls.,  Bost.  Add- 
ed 5652;  total  34,464;  distributed  among  the  n 
libraries  of  the  institute.  There  are  515  period- 
icals, serials,  etc. ,  on  the  library's  periodical  list, 
the  cost  of  which  was  $1515.21  for  1894.  The 
total  amount,  exclusive  of  salaries,  spent  on  the 
libraries  during  the  year  was  $6424.40.  "The 
growth  of  the  libraries  during  the  past  year  has 
been  marked  by  a  considerable  decrease  in  the 
number  and  cost  of  books  purchased,  and  by  a 
much  larger  increase  in  the  number  and  value  of 
gifts." 

During  the  year  a  shelf  list  of  the  chemical 
library  has  been  completed,  serving  also  as  a 
partial  substitute  for  a  subject  catalog.  At  the 
same  time  an  account  of  the  stock  of  the  library 
was  taken  for  the  first  time,  resulting  in  the  dis- 
covery that  over  200  discrepancies  existed  be- 
tween the  cards  and  the  shelves  or  pamphlet 
boxes,  and  that  over  150  volumes  and  pamphlets 
were  missing.  ' '  Many  of  these  were  simply  out 
of  place  in  the  library;  others  were  found  by  a 
careful  search  through  the  laboratories  and 
offices  of  the  department,  having  been  taken  out 


without  registration.  There  were  left  unac- 
counted for,  finally,  20  v.  and  n  pm.  as  the 
total  loss  in  eight  years  from  a  library  now 
amounting  to  nearly  6000  v.  and  4000  pm.  A 
similar  examination  of  the  physical  library 
showed  a  loss  of  five  volumes  during  the  past 
year.  From  the  engineering  library  only  two 
volumes  were  lost,  although  many  more  had 
been  taken  out  by  instructors  without  registra- 
tion. As  these  three  libraries  contain  one-half 
of  all  the  books  in  the  institute,  a  total  loss  of 
about  20  v.  a  year  is  indicated." 

Michigan  State  L.,  Lansing.  (Biennial  rpt.) 
The  main  statistical  features  of  the  report  and 
the  account  of  the  development  of  the  state  li- 
brary during  the  period  covered  (1892-94)  have 
already  been  noted  in  these  columns  (L.  j.  19: 
391).  It  contains,  however,  several  features  that 
deserve  individual  mention,  notably  the  lists 
of  state  and  other  publications  included.  The 
appendix  includes  a  full  list  of  the  additions 
to  the  library  during  the  biennial  period,  show- 
ing exchanges,  gifts,  purchases,  etc. ;  a  state- 
ment of  the  disposition  of  the  Michigan  Supreme 
Court  reports  from  1892  -  94,  and  of  the  Michigan 
pioneer  collections  ;  a  supplement  giving  a  list 
of  the  publications  of  Michigan  from  1806-1891, 
including  laws,  codes,  public  documents,  etc.; 
a  catalog  of  the  books  and  pamphlets  belong- 
ing to  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  So- 
ciety ;  list  of  educational  books  in  the  library, 
arranged  by  publishers  ;  and  a  list  of  the  Mich- 
igan educational  exhibit  at  the  Columbian  Ex- 
position. 

Milwaukee  ( Wis.)  P.  L.  In  the  serious  fire 
of  March  26  the  library  had  a  narrow  escape 
from  total  destruction .  The  building  in  which  it 
is  quartered  is  in  the  business  section  of  the  city 
and  contains  several  offices  and  stores  ;  the  li- 
brary occupies  the  western  half  of  the  building. 
The  structure  caught  fire  at  about  i  a.m.,  and 
was  saved  only  after  hard  work  by  the  firemen. 
The  fourth  and  fifth  floors,  devoted  to  a  business 
college  and  society  rooms,  were  badly  damaged  ; 
but  the  library  section  escaped. 

New  York,  Astor  L.  (4&th  rpt.)  Added  8294; 
total  260,611.  Issued  218,051;  no.  readers 
78,901. 

Superintendent  Little  says:  "  Compared  with 
the  previous  year,  there  was  an  increase  of  10,1 10 
ordinary  readers,  and  7675  books  drawn.  Large 
benefaction  as  the  Astor  Library  is  thus  shown 
to  be,  it  meets  only  the  most  serious  require- 
ments of  the  public.  Daily  experience  of  a 
great  public  reference  library  suggests  the  need 
also  of  a  great  public  lending  library  in  a  central 
part  of  the  city,  with  branches  and  evening 
opening,  and  maintained  as  generously  as  the 
common  schools." 

The  library  was  closed  for  cleaning  and  re- 
pair from  August  13  to  September  15.  The 
work  of  rearranging  the  books  did  not  make  as 
rapid  progress  as  usual,  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  accessions  ;  the  chief  work  in  this 
direction  was  in  the  difficult  division  of  philology. 
A  clear  and  systematic  arrangement  of  the 
books  is  all-important  to  the  speedy  accommoda- 
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tionof  the  public.  "It  has  been  found  convenient 
to  divide  the  library  into  four  departments,  Art 
and  Letters,  History,  Science,  and  Philosophy. 
Within  these  departments  the  old  subdivisions 
are  still  used  in  our  statistics,  but  will  soon  be 
replaced  by  others  corresponding  more  nearly 
with  the  ultimate  state  of  the  collection." 

New  Yor  k  State  L.,  Albany.  (76th  rpt.)  Added 
10,045  (4369  purchased)  ;  total  172,154.  Re- 
ceipts $37,900;  expenses  $37.349-93- 

The  report  covers  the  year  1893,  and  is,  as 
usual,  detailed  and  interesting.  The  develop- 
ment of  the  many  departments  of  the  library  has 
been  most  gratifying,  and  its  administrative 
machinery  becomes  yearly  more  effective.  The 
condition  of  the  law,  education,  and  medical 
divisions  are  separately  described.  In  the  ms. 
room,  shelving  has  been  provided  and  the  quar- 
ter million  mss.  of  the  library  are  there  acces- 
sible for  examination  and  research. 

Besides  the  1228  periodicals  received,  there  is 
a  total  of  3438  "  sequents,"  or  publications  ap- 
pearing at  intervals,  such  as  reports,  proceed- 
ings, etc. 

The  reference  use  of  the  library  is  estimated 
at  250,000  v.  and  is  constantly  increasing.  The 
demand  for  reading  and  reference  lists  in  special 
subjects  has  also  grown  continually  among 
schools  and  special  students.  One  of  the  fea- 
tures of  the  library  is  the  weekly  "  book  night," 
when  the  new  books  of  the  week,  including  im- 
portant importations,  are  open  for  public  inspec- 
tion from  7-10  p.  m.  every  Thursday  evening. 
The  loan  of  books  from  the  library  for  special 
study  purposes  shows  an  increase  of  18.71  per 
cent,  during  the  five  years  to  1893,  and  the 
amount  of  "paid  help,"  or  information  furnished 
to  persons  at  a  distance,  for  which  a  charge 
covering  actual  cost  of  time  is  made,  has  grown 
from  $8.40  in  1890,  the  first  year  of  the  plan, 
to  $431.77  in  1893  —  "a  sum  small  in  itself, 
but  representing  thousands  of  dollars  of  practi- 
cal service  to  the  public."  The  work  of  the  li- 
brary school  for  the  year  is  summarized,  and 
lists  of  the  graduates  and  students  attending  the 
school  and  accepting  library  positions  during 
the  year,  are  given.  There  is  also  a  comprehen- 
sive review  of  the  work  done  in  aiding  library 
development  throughout  the  state.  Appended 
is  a  "summary  of  state  library  statistics,  1892- 
1893  "  ;  the  "  statistics  of  New  York  libraries," 
issued  as  State  Library  bulletin  "  Public  libraries 
no.  2;"  and  State  Library  bulletin  "  Legislation 
no.  3,"  giving  the  usual  annual  "summary 
and  index  of  state  legislation"  during  1892. 

New  York.  University  Club  L.  (Rpt.)  Added 
948;  total  11,892.  Expenditures  for  books  and 
bindings  $1806.82;  total  expenditures  $2808.78. 
The  report  is  almost  wholly  given  up  to  a  re- 
view of  the  year's  accessions. 

New  York.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Z.  The  plans  for 
the  library  department  of  the  association,  which 
will  occupy  the  fifth  and  sixth  floors  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  which  is  to  be  erected  in 
5&th  and  57th  streets,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth 
avenues,  have  been  developed  with  much  care, 
and  will,  it  is  thought,  fully  meet  the  present  and 


future  needs  of  the  library  in  its  new  quarters. 
As  the  association  expects  to  commence  the  cir- 
culation of  books  among  its  members  in  the  new 
building,  the  plans  are  drawn  with  a  view  of 
meeting  the  arrangement  of  the  books  in  two 
departments,  reference  and  circulating.  The 
building  will  have  a  frontage  of  75  feet  and 
about  the  same  depth.  As  the  rear  portion  will 
have  light-shafts  on  either  side,  the  floor  will  not 
be  as  wide  in  the  rear,  and  this  rear  section  or  L 
will  be  used  for  the  storage  of  books  on  the 
stack  system.  The  sixth  or  top  floor  will  be 
used  for  the  reference  department,  and  will  con- 
tain a  reading-room  for  book  readers  only,  one 
section  being  railed  off  for  the  use  of  artists  and 
supplied  with  drawing  tables.  On  this  floor 
also  will  be  the  rooms  of  the  librarian  and  cata- 
logers,  the  latter  containing  stacks  three  tiers 
high.  This  floor  will  also  communicate  with 
the  upper  tier  of  the  floor  below  by  means  of 
stairs,  thus  utilizing  the  upper  tier  of  the  fifth 
floor  stack  for  the  reference  department,  which 
will  be  much  the  largest,  bringing  a  large  part 
of  the  reference  library  within  easy  access  of  the 
attendants. 

The  fifth  floor  will  have  stacks  two  tiers  high 
for  the  circulating  department,  also  for  bound 
newspapers,  patent  reports  and  public  docu- 
ments. There  will  be  a  periodical  reading-room, 
part  of  which  is  to  be  railed  off  for  those  con- 
sulting bound  newspapers,  patents,  and  public 
documents.  Here  will  be  the  delivery  depart- 
ment, from  which  books  will  also  be  sent  to  the 
various  branches  of  the  association.  The  capac- 
ity of  the  two  floors  will  be  about  120,000  v. , 
but  as  the  fourth  floor  can  be  converted  to  the 
use  of  the  library  when  required,  the  shelving 
area  can  be  very  largely  increased.  The  new 
building  will  probably  be  ready  for  occupancy 
within  two  years  after  work  is  begun. 

Philadelphia.  Mercantile  L.  (72drpt.)  Added 
3583  ;  total  171,525.  Issued,  home  use  86,621  ; 
attendance  301,558.  Membership  2903,  as 
against  3115  in  the  previous  year.  Receipts 
$21,105.78;  expenses  $20,867.05. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  held  Jan.  15,  1895,  it 
was  voted  to  reduce  the  membership  fee  to 
$2.50  annually  for  subscribers,  and  $2  for  stock- 
holders. 

Philadelphia  P.  Ls.  The  committee  on  libra- 
ries of  the  board  of  education  expects  to  open 
two  new  branch  libraries  within  the  next  two 
months,  viz.,  no.  5  in  West  Philadelphia  in  April, 
and  no.  6  in  Germantown  in  May. 

Portland  (Ore.)  L.  A.  foist  rpt.)  Added 
1609;  total  21,510.  Issued  25,874  (fict.  71  <£),  an 
increase  of  n  %  over  previous  years  ;  reading- 
room  attendance  49,876.  No  record  is  kept  of 
newsroom  attendance. 

The  financial  statistics  show  a  deficit  of 
$3166.23  in  the  yearly  account,  and  the  esti- 
mated deficiency  for  1895  is  $8173.40.  The 
president  of  the  association  says  :  "  It  will  not 
answer  to  allow  so  large  a  deficiency  to  confront 
us  at  the  close  of  the  year,  or  to  trust  to  a  speedy 
revival  of  former  prices,  to  enable  us  to  sell  the 
property  for  sufficient  to  pay  our  present  indebt- 
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edness.  The  interest  and  other  deficiency  will 
seriously  embarrass  us,  and  steps  must  be  imme- 
diately taken  to  make  up  the  deficit."  He  urges 
that  generous  contributions  for  library  support 
be  made  by  friends  of  the  association. 

Librarian  Bursch  says  :  "  The  great  event  of 
the  year  was  the  reduction  in  dues.  This  has 
resulted  in  a  large  increase  in  our  membership. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  1894  we  had  193  more  sub- 
scribing members  than  were  enrolled  at  the  end 
of  1893.  Another  innovation  was  the  monthly 
publkation  of  Our  Library,  a  paper  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  the  Library  Association,  intended 
mainly  to  place  before  the  members  a  list  of  the 
current  accessions  to  the  library.  Incidentally  it 
has  been  found  convenient  in  a  number  of  other 
ways.  It  serves  as  an  excellent  means  of  com- 
munication with  the  membership,  and  enables  us 
to  supply  readers  with  lists  of  books  on  timely 
topics.  It  is  also  used  as  a  medium  of  exchange 
with  other  libraries." 

Two  courses  of  university  extension  lectures 
were  delivered  during  the  year,  but  owing  to 
the  "flood  of  "94,"  then  prevailing,  they  were 
poorly  attended.  Early  in  June  the  periodical- 
room  was  furnished,  and  attracted  a  large  and 
increasing  attendance.  A  catalog  of  the  fiction 
department  is  in  preparation,  and  will  be  issued 
during  1895.  Mr.  Bursch  calls  attention  to  the 
inadequacy  of  the  book  fund  and  the  need  of  a 
special  collection  of  Oregon  historical  literature. 

Quincy  (III.}  P.  L.  It  has  been  decided  to 
issue  a  library  bulletin  of  additions  every  two 
months.  The  estimated  cost  will  be  about  $90 
a  year  for  an  edition  of  3000  copies;  it  will  be 
distributed  free  to  library  users.  The  statistics 
of  circulation  for  February  showed  an  increase 
of  from  30  to  50  %  in  books  other  than  fiction. 
This  is  directly  attributed  to  the  system  of  issu- 
ing two  books  on  a  card. 

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  P.  L.  In  a  recent  lecture  be- 
fore the  Eliot  Society  of  St.  Louis  on  "What  do 
the  people  of  St.  Louis  read?"  Mr.  Crunden 
gave  an  interesting  summary  of  the  books  most 
In  demand  by  borrowers  of  the  Public  Library. 
He  said  that  since  last  July  71  copies  of  "  Tril- 
by" had  been  purchased,  and  next  to  that  comes 
"  Monte  Cristo."  of  wh'ch  13  copies  were  in 
the  library,  and  68  have  been  purchased.  Con- 
tinuing down  the  list  is  "Vanity  Fair,"  "  Les 
miserables,"  "  Ben-Hur,"  "  David  Copperfield," 
"  Ivanhoe,"  "Uncle  Tom's  cabin,"  "Henry 
Esmond,"  "  Scarlet  letter,"  "  Three  guardsmen," 
Mrs.  Holmes'  "  Darkness  and  daylight,"  "  Moon- 
stone," "Adam  Bede,"  "Old  curiosity  shop," 
"Wandering  Jew,"  "Barriers  burned  away," 
"  Mill  on  the  floss,"  "  Pendennis,"  and  "  Saraci- 
nesca."  Of  these,  the  smallest  number  of  copies 
found  necessary  is  28  for  "  Saracinesca."  In  ju- 
venile literature  Miss  Alcott's  four  books,  "  Lit- 
tle women,"  "  Jo's  boys,"  "  Little  men,"  and 
"Under  the  lilacs"  lead  the  list.  There  are 
73  copies  of  "  Little  women  "  in  the  library,  and 
53  have  been  purchased  since  last  July.  Others 
popular  among  the  children  are  "  Tom  Sawyer," 
"Jack  and  Jill,"  Scudder's  "Book  of  folk 
stories,"  Lamb's  "Tales  from  Shakspeare," 
"Andersen's  fairy  tales,"  "  Robinson  Crusoe," 


and  "  Grimm's  fairy  tales."  There  is  always 
great  demand  among  the  boys  for  biographies 
of  heroes,  as  David  Crockett,  De  Soto,  Washing- 
ton, Napoleon,  and  Lincoln.  The  girls  are  es- 
pecially fond  of  Alcott,  Finley,  Coolidge  and 
May,  and  fairy  tales. 

In  the  higher  grades  of  literature  it  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  nine  complete  sets  of  Shake- 
speare have  been  purchased  since  July,  that 
Bulfinch's  "Age  of  fable"  has  been  issued  94 
times  in  the  same  period,  and  Kant's  "  Critique 
of  pure  reason"  14 times.  George's  "  Progress 
and  poverty"  is  issued  regularly  three  times  a 
month,  and  the  little  "A  B  C  of  electricity,"  by 
Meadowcroft,  is  in  constant  demand,  as  are  all 
the  works  on  electricity.  A  comparison  of  the 
novels  now  read  with  those  most  popular  in  1888, 
and  also  those  of  1890,  shows  how  evanescent 
was  the  popularity  of  quite  a  number,  notably 
"Earth  trembled,"  "Mr.  Barnes  of  New  York," 
"Anna  Karenina,"  and  "April  hopes."  On  the 
other  hand,  "Vanity  Fair,"  "Monte  Cristo," 
"  Les  miserables,"  "  Ben-Hur,"  "  Uncle  Tom's 
cabin,"  and  "Scarlet  letter"  show  no  diminu- 
tion in  the  public  favor,  and  "  the  tendency," 
according  to  Mr.  Crunden,  "is  always  upward. 
Better  novels  supplant  the  poorer,  and  gradually 
a  larger  percentage  of  other  classes  of  books  is 
read." 
San  Francisco,  Cal.  THE  BANCROFT  LIBRARY: 

by  J«   J«    Peatfield.     (In    Overland   Monthly, 

Mar.,  1895.     p.  272-281.)    il. 

An  interesting  account  of  the  development 
of  the  library  of  Hubert  Howe  Bancroft.  The 
illustrations  include  views  of  the  library,  a  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Bancroft,  and  reproductions  of  some 
of  the  rare  volumes  and  mss. 

Seattle  (  Wash.)  P.  L.  On  March  2,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  library  commission,  it  was  decided  to 
close  the  circulating  department  of  the  library 
for  lack  of  necessary  funds.  The  February  ap- 
propriation for  the  library  was  only  $200,  while 
the  expenses  amounted  to  $600.  The  matter 
was  taken  up  by  the  city  authorities,  and  on 
March  n  the  council  voted  an  immediate  ap- 
propriation of  $250  to  the  library  committee;  it 
was  also  decided  that  a  fee  of  10  cents  per  month 
or  25  cents  per  quarter  be  charged  to  each  bor- 
rower, and  that  the  library  be  open  only  from 
9  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  thus  saving  the  expense  of 
lighting.  A  reduction  in  library  salaries  was 
proposed,  but  not  finally  adopted.  These  expe- 
dients will  allow  of  the  reopening  of  the  circula- 
ting department,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  library 
may  in  time  receive  adequate  financial  support. 

Stockton  (Cal.)  P.  L.  The  new  library  build- 
ing erected  from  the  bequest  of  Dr.  W:  P.  Haz- 
elton  was  formally  opened  for  inspection  on 
March  14,  and  for  the  routine  work  of  issuing 
and  receiving  books  on  March  16.  The  building 
was  described  in  the  March  issue  of  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL  (p.  101).  The  library  has  been  in  ex- 
istence for  10  years  or  so,  and  it  contains  about 
30,000  v. 

University  of  California,  Berkeley.  Univ.  L. 
(Rpt.)  Added  3462;  total  55,780. 

The  average  all-day  attendance  of  readers  In 
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the  library  in  March  and  April,  1894,  was  102.9, 
an  excess  of  22.7  over  the  previous  year.  The 
percentage  of  students  using  books  in  the  library 
has  increased  over  28  £,  "though  the  student 
body  itself  increased  only  25  %."  In  December, 
1893,  the  deposit  of  $5  charged  for  the  issue  of 
library  cards  was  abolished,  and  the  circulation 
of  books  promptly  rose  from  1221  v.  in  March, 
1893,  to  2005  v.  in  March,  1894,  with  constant 
growth  since  then. 

"  The  reclassification  of  the  library,  begun  in 
1892,  has  been  completed,  and  the  scheme  of 
classification  published  as  Library  Bulletin  no. 
12."  The  work  of  reclassification,  together  with 
the  first  complete  inventory,  taken  in  June,  re- 
vealed a  loss  of  1 60  v.,  or  about  23  v.  per  year 
for  the  past  eight  years.  On  appealing  to  the 
students  on  the  subject,  a  resolution  was  prompt- 
ly passed  by  the  Associated  Students'  organiza- 
tion, condemning  the  abstraction  of  books,  and 
pledging  watchfulness  to  discover  and  report 
.  offenders. 

In  their  annual  report  to  the  regents,  the  li- 
brary committee  of  the  university  recommend 
various  modifications  of  the  library  rules,  and 
ask  that  they  be  authorized  to  negotiate  with 
the  trustees  of  the  state  library  as  to  the  adop- 
tion of  a  system  of  interchange  between  the  books 
of  the  university  library  and  the  state  library. 

The  interesting  collection  of  the  writings  of 
California  authors,  prepared  for  the  Columbian 
Exposition,  has  been  presented  to  the  university 
library,  to  be  preserved,  together  with  similar 
material  already  in  the  library,  as  a  permanent 
exhibit  of  California  literature. 

University  of  Nebraska  L, ,  Lincoln.  The  bill 
appropriating  $80,000  for  a  new  library  building 
for  the  university  was  passed  by  the  legislature 
on  March  21  with  a  fine  majority.  The  book- 
room  of  the  building  was  erected  some  time 
since,  and  will  form  a  main  division  of  the 
structure  to  be  built  around  it.  The  plans  pro- 
vide for  the  fireproof  book-room  in  a  wing  54  x 
\  76  feet,  joined  by  a  connecting  passage  with 
'  the  main  building,  84x47.  The  ground  floor 
of  the  main  building  will  be  devoted  to  the 
uses  of  the  State  Historical  Library,  containing 
its  library  and  historical  collection;  the  first 
floor  will  contain  classrooms,  offices  of  the  uni- 
versity and  historical  society,  and  the  unpacking 
room  of  the  library;  the  second,  recitation- 
rooms,  reading-rooms,  librarian's  office,  and 
catalogers'  rooms;  the  third  is  wholly  devoted 
to  university  purposes.  The  second  floor  of  the 
wing  is  the  book-room  of  the  university  library, 
the  third  floor  being  given  up  to  classrooms 
until  needed  for  library  purposes.  To  make  the 
wing  as  absolutely  fireproof  as  possible,  there 
are  no  openings  between  floors,  the  only  method 
of  entrance  being  by  the  main  building  and 
through  the  passage  connecting  the  two  build- 
ings. Each  floor  of  the  wing  can  thus  be  reached 
only  from  the  corresponding  floors  of  the  main 
building.  The  whole  structure  is  to  be  heated 
by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity.  The  total 
cost  is  estimated  at  $75,000,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  building  will  be  completed  by  the  fall. 

Waltham  (Mass.)  P.  Z,,     The  library  issued  in 


January  the  first  number  of  a  monthly  bulletin 
of  accessions  which  is  intended  for  free  distribu- 
tion among  readers. 

Washington,  D.  C.  Smithsonian  Institution  L. 
(Rpt.)  Added  (inch  pms.)  37,952;  of  which  12,- 
418  were  retained  in  the  National  Museum. 
Total  292,425.  The  increase  in  accessions  is 
8464  over  1892-3. 

"  Three  sectional  libraries  are  now  established 
in  the  Institution  —  the  editor's, the  astronomical, 
and  one  for  works  on  aerodromics.  A  room  has 
also  been  set  apart  for  the  collections  of  prints  be- 
longing to  the  Institution.  A  few  of  these  have 
been  framed  and  hung  upon  the  walls,  the  re- 
mainder being  retained  in  bound  volumes  and 
portfolios.  The  card-catalog  record  of  period- 
icals received  has  been  transferred  from  the 
large  cards  formerly  employed  to  the  smaller 
card,  known  as  the  postal  size;  a  new  card  cata- 
log of  periodicals  in  the  Institution  has  also  been 
prepared  for  the  reading-room." 

Watertown  (Mass.)  F.  P.  Z.  (27th  rpt.)  Ad- 
ded 237;  total  22,431.  Issued,  home  use  33,033; 
lib.  use  9050.  Receipts  $3502.05;  expenses 
$3502.05. 

The  circulation  shows  an  increase  of  20  #  over 
the  previous  year,  and  the  use  of  the  library  is 
constantly  increasing.  Librarian  Whitney  rec- 
ommends the  establishment  of  a  children's 
room,  and  of  an  addition  to  the  building.  He 
suggests  the  publication  of  printed  subject  bul- 
letins. An  account  of  the  routine  work  of  the 
reception  and  preparation  of  books  for  circula- 
tion is  included,  to  enlighten  public  ignorance 
as  to  "  the  amount  of  time  and  knowledge  re- 
quired to  do  the  most  important  part  of  library 
work." 

FOREIGN. 

Cler ken-well  (Eng.)  P.  L.  (7th  rpt.)  Added 
676;  total  24,039.  Issued,  home  use  72,549;  ref. 
use  25,541;  reading-room  attendance  128,940; 
visitors  to  newsrooms  334,036.  No.  borrowers 
3744,  of  whom  366  held  "two-book"  cards. 
Receipts  ^1818.6.1^;  expenses  ^1584-9- 7K- 

In  May,  1894,  the  system  of  "open  access" 
was  put  into  operation,  the  library  being 
closed  during  April  pending  the  necessary  alter- 
ations. The  new  method  has  given  most  satis- 
factory results.  Notwithstanding  the  closing, 
there  was  an  increase  of  2559  over  the  circula- 
tion of  the  previous  year.  The  commissioners 
say:  "Most  of  the  increase  is  due  to  the  new 
system  of  service,  but  nearly  2000  of  the  issues 
must  be  credited  to  the  practice  of  allowing  stu- 
dents and  others  extra  tickets  available  only  for 
non-fictional  works.  This  privilege  is  mainly 
taken  advantage  of  by  the  studious  class,  for 
whom  it  was  intended,  and  has  undoubtedly 
proved  of  great  value.  The  percentage  of  fic- 
tion issued  in  1894  has  decreased  as  compared 
with  1893,  and  appears  to  be  steadily  declining. 
Practically  the  whole  of  this  'decrease  is  due  to 
the  opportunity  which  readers  now  have  of  ex- 
amining books  in  the  classes  of  history,  favel, 
biography,  art,  and  sciences.  Owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  reading  of  fiction  fluctu- 
ates, it  is  impossible  to  draw  any  definite  con- 
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elusions  from  this  fact  till  a  longer  trial  has  been 
made  of  the  system." 

The  librarian  attributes  much  of  the  increase 
in  the  more  "solid"  departments  of  reading  to 
the  circulation  of  music,  from  the  fine  arts  sec- 
tion, and  says:  "  It  is  my  belief  that  a  well- 
equipped  music  section  will  do  much  to  reduce 
the  demand  for  fiction  in  public  lending  libra- 
ries and  add  greatly  to  their  practical  value." 

He  comments  also  on  the  "open  access" 
system:  "  It  has  been  the  means  of  placing  in 
active  circulation  good  books  which  formerly 
used  never  to  quit  the  shelves.  I  have  observed 
many  cases  of  works  in  the  classes  of  history, 
sciences,  and  arts  which  have  been  issued  oftener 
from  May  to  December,  1894,  than  during  the 
five  years  from  April,  1889,  to  April,  1894. 
Personally,  I  have  derived  immense  advantage 
by  being  brought  into  direct  contact  with  bor- 
rowers and  their  wants,  and  the  staff  has  also 
profited  greatly  for  the  same  reason.  The  sys- 
tem on  which  the  library  is  classified  and  its 
contents  arranged  and  distinguished,  has  over- 
come the  dangers  of  wholesale  misplacements, 
and  no  disposition  to  misuse  or  take  away  books 
has  been  manifested.  The  total  loss  for  the  eight 
months,  including  one  doubtful  case,  consists 
of  three  small  volumes,  of  the  net  value  of 
35.  8d." 

Sheffield (Eng.)F.  Ls.  On  Feb.  13  the  Sheffield 
city  council  gave  formal  sanction  to  a  plan 
for  establishing  a  delivery  station  of  the  li- 
brary in  the  outlying  district  of  Brightside.  The 
system,  proposed  by  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  libra- 
rian of  the  Sheffield  Free  Libraries,  is  substan- 
tially the  same  as  that  in  use  in  the  Jersey  City 
and  Chicago  public  libraries,  of  which  Mr. 
Smith  has  made  a  careful  study.  The  Sheffield 
and  Rot  her  ham  Independent  of  Feb.  13  gives  a  de- 
tailed account  of  thisattempt  to  "Americanize  our 
institutions,"  and  says,  "we  shall  watch  the  work- 
ing of  this  delivery  station  at  Brightside  village 
with  no  small  interest,  believing  it  may  mark  an 
epoch  in  the  method  of  library  work  in  Sheffield." 


£ibrarian0. 


ANDERSON,  Edwin  Hatfield,  librarian  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Braddock,  Pa.,  was  on 
March  15  elected  librarian  of  the  new  Carnegie 
Library  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Mr.  Anderson  is  33 
years  old,  and  graduated  from  Wabash  College, 
Indiana,  in  1883.  He  studied  law  for  a  year  in 
Chicago  and  for  a  time  was  engaged  in  news- 
paper work.  Later  he  entered  the  New  York 
State  Library  School  (class  of  '92),  and  in  May, 
1891,  became  a  cataloger  at  the  Newberry  Li- 
brary, where  he  remained  until  1892,  when  he 
was  elected  librarian  of  the  Carnegie  Free  Li- 
brary of  Braddock.  Mr.  Anderson  was  not  an 
applicant  for  the  headship  of  the  Pittsburg  Li- 
brary, but  was  the  choice  of  the  committee,  after 
correspondence  and  consultation  with  leading  li- 
brarians of  the  East.  His  salary  is  $4000  a 
year.  There  were  about  30  applicants  for  the 
position. 

ANDREWS,  Clement  W.,  librarian  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology,  was  on  March 
33  unanimously  appointed  librarian  of  the  John 


Crerar  Library,  Chicago.  The  appointment  was 
unsolicited  by  Mr.  Andrews,  and  the  fact  that 
his  name  was  being  considered  by  the  committee 
was  not  known  to  him  until  he  was  so  informed 
by  representatives  of  the  board.  Communica- 
tions highly  recommending  him  to  the  post  were 
received  by  the  committee  from  the  foremost  li- 
brarians of  the  country.  Mr.  Andrews  was  born 
in  Salem  in  1858.  He  graduated  from  Harvard 
in  1879  with  the  degree  of  M.  A.,  and  was  for 
the  next  two  years  an  assistant  in  organic  chemis- 
try in  that  university.  For  the  two  succeeding 
years  he  was  engaged  in  laboratory  work  in  a 
manufacturing  establishment,  which  brought 
him  into  contact  and  sympathy  with  the  working 
classes,  whose  interest  in  and  use  of  scientific 
works  he  had  an  opportunity  to  observe.  He 
came  to  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy in  1883  as  instructor.  He  was  placed  in 
charge  of  its  chemical  library  in  1885,  was  ap- 
pointed librarian  of  the  Institute  in  1889,  and 
has  from  that  time  been  at  the  head  of  its  13  de- 
partment libraries.  In  1891  and  1892  he  had 
the  full  supervision  of  its  laboratory  work  in  or- 
ganic chemistry,  but  since  that  time  the  demands 
of  his  library  duties  have  so  increased  that  his 
teaching  has  been  confined  to  a  short  course  as  in- 
structor in  optical  analysis  of  sugar.  In  that  de- 
partment he  is  considered  a  leading  authority,  as 
is  evidenced  by  his  appointment  by  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department  as  adviser  to  the 
commission  on  the  commercial  valuation  of 
sugar  at  a  number  of  the  principal  ports  in  the 
country.  He  is  the  secretary  of  the  Society  of 
Arts  of  the  Institute  of  Technology,  and  since 
1892  has  been  the  editor  of  the  Technology  Quar- 
terly and  Proceedings  of  the  Society  of  Arts.  He 
has  also  published  various  papers  on  scientific 
subjects.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association,  having  attended  its  confer- 
ences since  1889,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Library  Club. 

CRANDALL,  Francis  A.,  has  been  appointed 
Superintendent  of  Public  Documents,  supersed- 
ing Mr.  J:  G.  Ames.  The  appointment  is  made 
under  the  provision  of  the  new  public  docu- 
ments bill,  which  transfers  the  bureau  from  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  to  the  control  of  the 
Government  Printing  Office,  putting  appoint- 
ments in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer.  Mr. 
Crandall  is  from  Buffalo,  and  was  at  one  time  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Public  Printer.  He 
has  already  taken  the  oath  of  office  and  entered 
upon  his  duties. 

FOOTE,  Miss  Elizabeth  M.,  of  the  New  York 
State  Library  School  (class  of  '92)  began  on 
March  6  the  work  of  classifying  and  cataloging 
a  Baptist  historical  collection  which  has  been 
presented  by  Mr.  Samuel  Colgate  to  Colgate 
University. 

PERKINS,  Norman  B.,  assistant  librarian  of  the 
Detroit  Public  Library,  died  at  Grace  Hospital, 
Detroit,  on  March  20.  Mr.  Perkins  was  born  in 
Vermont  over  60  years  ago  and  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1857,  being  a  con- 
temporary of  Prof.  Moses  Coit  Taylor,  Chaun- 
cey  Depew.and  Justice  H.  B.  Brown.  He  resided 
in  Chicago  for  20  years,  where  he  gained  ard 
subsequently  lost  a  considerable  fortune.  He 
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became  connected  with  the  Chicago  Inter-Ocean, 
but  soon  after  removed  to  Detroit  in  1879,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Post  and  Tribune  staffs  for 
several  years.  In  1885  he  was  appointed  assist- 
ant librarian,  which  position  he  held  to  the  end 
of  his  life.  His  friendly  and  obliging  disposi- 
tion, painstaking  labor,  broad  culture,  knowledge 
of  literature  and  books  made  him  a  very  helpful 
and  useful  member  of  the  staff.  He  was  a  lover 
and  student  of  art,  possessing  both  taste  and 
knowledge,  especially  in  bric-a-brac  and  china. 
His  small  but  choice  collection  was  sold  a  few 
days  before  his  death.  His  wife  died  nearly  ten 
years  since.  He  leaves  two  children,  residents 
of  Detroit  —  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

POOLE,  Reuben  Brooks,  librarian  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  New  York  City, 
died  suddenly  at  his  home  in  that  city  on  April 
6,  of  heart  disease,  following  an  attack  of  the 
grip,  by  which  he  had  been  confined  to  his  house 
only  a  few  days.  He  was  born  in  Rockport, 
Mass.,  in  1834,  and  was  a  son  of  Nathaniel 
Poole,  a  farmer.  He  was  educated  in  Phillips 
Academy  at  Andover,  and  at  Brown  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1857.  He  after- 
wards taught  for  a  year  in  Rockport,  and  during 
the  Rebellion  taught  in  the  Philadelphia  House 
of  Refuge.  In  January,  1864,  he  became  libra- 
rian of  the  New  York  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in  which  posi- 
tion he  rendered  over  30  years  of  continuous  and 
efficient  service.  Mr.  Poole  was  a  life  member 
of  the  A.  L.  A.,  having  joined  the  association  in 
1876 ;  he  was  an  active  worker  in  all  library 
matters,  and  a  familiar  figure  at  library  gather- 
ings. He  was  twice  president  of  the  New  York 
Library  Club,  and  in  September,  1894,  was 
elected  president  of  the  New  York  (State)  Li- 
brary Association  for  1894-95.  He  was  of 
quiet  tastes,  unassuming  manners,  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  development  of  the  organization  he 
had  served  so  long,  and  his  sudden  death  will 
come  as  a  shock  to  his  many  friends  and  to  the 
members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  the  various  library 
associations  with  which  he  was  so  long  identified. 
Mr.  Poole  had  made  a  special  study  of  old  bib- 
lical manuscripts  and  was  well-informed  on  li- 
brary topics.  He  was  a  frequent  contributor  to 
the  JOURNAL,  and  had  also  written  for  religious 
periodicals.  He  married  nearly  25  years  ago 
Miss  Frances  Emerson  Haskins,  daughter  of 
William  Haskins,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  who  died 
in  December,  1894,  after  a  prolonged  illness. 
He  is  survived  by  an  unmarried  daughter. 

SPERRY,  Miss  Helen,  has  been  appointed  li- 
brarian of  the  Carnegie  Free  Library,  Braddock, 
Pa.,  succeeding  Mr.  E.  H.  Anderson.  Miss 
Sperry  is  a  graduate  of  the  New  York  Library 
School  (class  of  '94),  and  since  August,  1894,  has 
been  first  assistant  in  the  Braddock  library,  of 
which  she  is  now  made  librarian.  From  1883 
to  1892  she  was  assistant  at  the  Bronson  Libra- 
ry, Waterbury,  Ct. 

STEINKR,  Bernard  C.,  librarian  of  the  Enoch 
Pratt  Free  Library  of  Baltimore,  has  written  a 
"  History  of  education  in  Maryland,"  which  is 
published  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education,  in 
the  series  of  "  Contributions  to  American  edu- 
cational history,"  edited  by  Herbert  B.  Adams. 


Cataloging  anb  (Classification. 

ABERDEEN  (Scot!.)  UNIVERSITY.  Subject  cata- 
loging in  the  library.  Aberdeen,  University 
Press,  1895.  16  p.  O. 

A  scheme  of  the  subject  classification  pro- 
posed for  the  university  library,  prepared  for 
the  inspection  of  specialists  and  others  interest- 
ed, who  are  asked  to  give  suggestions  and 
advice  as  to  the  classification  of  books  in  their 
special  fields.  It  is  desired,  in  this  way,  "  to 
carry  the  classification  in  the  subject  catalog  to 
the  degree  of  minuteness  recognized  by  special- 
ists in  each  department  as  most  helpful  in  the 
study  of  that  department."  The  decimal  classi- 
fication, with  some  modifications,  is  the  one 
adopted. 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  L.  Catalogue  of  state  pub- 
lications, 1850  to  July,  1894  (p.  32-72  rpt.  of 
librarian,  44th  and  45th  fiscal  years,  1892- 
1894). 

This  list  is  a  useful  addition  to  the  scanty 
existing  bibliography  of  state  publications.  It 
covers  only  the  collection  contained  in  the  li- 
brary, and  comprises  728  separate  issues.  The 
catalog  proper  is  arranged  alphabetically,  group- 
ing publications  under  subject  or  author, "  accord- 
ing to  a  purely  arbitrary  system  adopted  as  a 
matter  of  convenience."  Each  entry  has  a  con- 
secutive marginal  number.  Following  this  is  a 
careful  index,  referring  to  the  marginal  numbers 
of  the  main  list,  giving  author,  subject,  and  title 
entries,  and  facilitating  the  easy  and  ready  con- 
sultation of  the  catalog. 

CINCINNATI  (O.)  P.  L.     Bulletin  of  books  add- 
ed during  the  year  1894.     Cincinnati,    1895. 
no  p.  F. 
The  four    quarterly  bulletins    of    the    year 

bound  in  one  volume,  with  index  of  authors 

appended. 

DENVER  (Col.)  P.  L.  has  issued  a  brief  list 

(31  titles)  relating  to  "  Cliff  dwellers:  books  and 

articles  about  them,"  compiled  by  Hyla  Long. 

FOSTER'S  MONTHLY  REFERENCE  LISTS  (Provi- 
dence P.  L.  Bulletin  v.  I,  no.  3)  for  March 
cover  "  Wagner,  chiefly  since  1883,"  and  "  Du 
Maurier  and  Trilby."  The  first  list  is  partly 
biographical,  but  chiefly  devoted  to  Wagner's 
theory  of  composition  and  to  critical  and  liter- 
ary estimates  of  his  operas;  the  second  gives  the 
best  and  most  accessible  periodical  literature 
evoked  by  "  Trilby."  The  value  and  usefulness 
of  these  lists  are  too  widely  known  to  need 
comment. 

HELENA  (Mont.)  P.  L.  Bulletin  no.  12,  February, 
1895:  list  of  new  books.  16  p.  D. 

NEWARK  (N.  J.)  P.  L.    Library  News:  Mag- 
azine number,  February,  1895. 
Contains  besides  the  usual  list  of  additions  a 

full  list  of  the  bound  periodicals  contained  in  the 

library  (6  col.). 
The  SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  March 
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devotes  its  usual  special  reading  lists  to  "An- 
cient Rome "  and  "  Ancient  Greece."  The 
former  is  classed  under  bibliography,  history, 
biography,  geography,  religion,  etc.,  with  ap- 
propriate subdivisions  ;  and  the  latter  contains 
general  works  and  poetry,  fiction  and  drama 
relating  to  the  subject. 

SCRANTON  (Pa.)  P.  L.     Bulletin  no.  i:  additions 
from  Sept.,  1894,  to  Feb.,  1895.    12  p.  O. 
Printed  by  the  linotype. 

SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION,  Washington,  D.  C. 
List  of  publications  of  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution for  sale  and  exchange.  Washington, 
D.  C.,  1894. 

A  classed  subject  list  of  those  issues  in  the 
Contributions  to  Knowledge  and  Miscellaneous 
Collections  that  are  available  for  sale  or  ex- 
change. Author  entries  are  given,  and  in  most 
cases  the  price  of  the  publication  is  noted. 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mass.)  L.  BULLETIN  for 
February  has  a  short  biographical  sketch  of  A. 
Conan  Doyle,  and  a  list  of  Dr.  Doyle's  books 
contained  in  the  library. 

WATERTOWN  (Mass.)  F.  P.  L.    isth  supplement 
to  catalogue  of  1 881.     1895.     26  p.  O. 
An  author  and  title  finding  list  of  the  additions 

made  to  the  library  during  1894. 

FULL  NAMES. 
The  following  art  tufplitd  by  Harvard  Colltgt  Library. 

Barrett,  Joseph  Osgood  (The  forest  tree 
planter's  manual); 

Fonda,  Arthur  I:  (Honest  money); 

Jaynes,  Mrs.  H..  Neil  (Lessons  on  the  life  of 
Jesus;  by  Mrs.  Julian  Clifford  Jaynes); 

Loree,  Leonor  Fresnel  (Track); 

Owen,  Orville  Ward  (Sir  Francis  Bacon's 
cipher  story  discovered  and  deciphered); 

Purdy,  Corydon  Tyler  (The  steel  construction 
of  buildings); 

Saffell,  W:  T:  Roberts  (Records  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war); 

Schroeder,  Seaton,  and        )  A.:-,.,»I.  »OKI.<, 
Southerland,  W:  H:  Hudson    \  A«muth  ta°l«. 

Sibliografn. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIE,  Orientalische,  begrtlndet  von 
Aug.  MUller,  bearbeitet  von  L.  Scherman, 
herausgegeben  von  E.  Kuhn.  Jahrgang  8: 
1894.  i.  Halbjahrsheft.  Berlin,  Reuther  & 
Reichard.  1358.8°.  Subs.,iom. 

BIBLIOTHKCA  THEOLOGicA  oder  vlertcljahrliche 
systematische  Bibliographic  aller  auf  dem 
Gebiete  der  ( wissenschaftlichen)  evangelischen 
Theologie  in  Deutschland  und  dem  Auslande 
neu  erschienenen  Schriften  und  wichtigeren 
Zeltschriften-Aufsatze.  Herausgegeben  von 
G.  Ruprecht.  Jahrgang  47  (Neue  Folge 
Jahrg.  9),  Heft  i:  Januar-Marz  1894.  GtH- 


tingen,  Vandenhoeck  &  Ruprecht,  1894.     i- 
50  p.  8°,  1.40  m. 

BRADFORD,  T:  Lindsley.     The   life  and  letters 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Hahnemann.    Phila.,  Boericke 
&  Tafel,  1895.    c.  '94.     7+513  p.  por.  O.  cl., 
net,  $2.50;  hf.  mor.,  «<rf,f3.5o. 
Contains  an  8-p.  bibliography  of  Hahnemann's 

writings. 

CALL,  R:  Ellsworth.     The  life  and   writings  of 
Rafinesque.     Louisville,  J:  P.  Morton  &  Co., 
1895.    228  p.  F.  (Filson  Club  publications,  no. 
10.)  $2. 50. 
A  full   chronological   bibliography    of    Rafi- 

nesque's  works  covers  p.  135-208;  p.  209-214 

contain   "  Bibliotheca    Rafinesquiana,"     giving 

titles  of  books  about  Rafinesque. 

COWAN,  H:  Landmarks  of  church  history  to 
the  Reformation.  N.  Y.,  A.  D.  F.  Randolph 
&  Co.,  [1895.]  8+152  p.  T.  (Guild  text-books.) 
pap.,  30  c. 

There  is  a  2-page  bibliography. 
DULLES,  Jos.  H.,(comp.)    McCosh  bibliography: 
a  list  of  the  published  writings  of  Rev.  James 
McCosh,  ex-president  of   Princeton    College. 
Reprinted  from  the  Princeton  College  Bulletin, 
v.  7,  no.  i,  March,  1895.     10  p.  O. 
The  compiler  is  librarian  of  Princeton  Theo- 
logical Seminary.     The  list  is  arranged  chrono- 
logically, including  books,  papers  read  before 
learned  societies,  articles  contributed  to  period- 
icals, pamphlets,  and  the  most  important  of  Dr. 
McCosh's  contributions   to  the  religious  press; 
titles  of  books  are   in  small  capitals  and  when 
possible  full  imprint  data  is  given.     About  170 
titles  are  recorded. 

FOSTER,  L.  S.      A  consideration  of  some  orni- 
thojogical  literature,  with  extracts  from  cur- 
rent criticism.     L,  1876  to  1883.    (Extracted 
from  Abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Lin- 
naean  Society   of  New  York,  no.  6.    1894,  p. 
47-99.)    N.  Y.,1894.     53  P.O. 
A  list  of  the  principal  books  on  birds  published 
from  1876  to  1883,  arranged  under  years  alpha- 
betically by  authors,  with  notes  condensed  from 
reviews  in  the  bulletin  of  the  Nuttall  Ornitho- 
logical Club  and  its  successor,  The  Auk.     The 
publication  is  a  model  bibliography  of  the  sub- 
ject, compiled  upon  the  lines  suggested  by  Mr. 
lies.     The  initials  of  the  authors  of  the  reviews 
are  appended   to  the    notes.      A   second  part 
covering  the  period  1884  to  1893  is  promised.  — 
G.  M.  J. 

GRISWOLD,  W:  M.     A  descriptive  list  of  novels 
and  tales  dealing  with  ancient  history:  pt.  i: 
Ancient  life.  Cambridge,  Mass.,  W:  M.  Gris- 
wold,  1895.     51  p.  O.  pap.,  50  c. 
Comprises  some   125   titles,  accompanied   by 

full  descriptive  notes,  taken  from  leading  critical 

journals. 
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GOULD,  G:  M.  Illustrated  dictionary  of  medi- 
cine, biology,  and  allied  sciences,  Incl.  pronun- 
ciation, accentuation,  derivation,  and  definition 
of  terms  used  in  medicine,  anatomy,  surgery, 
obstetrics.  ..  psychology,  climatology,  etc., 
and  the  various  sciences  closely  allied  to  medi- 
cine as  bacteriology,  parasitology  .  .  .  dentis- 
try, pharmacy,  chemistry,  etc.,  based  upon  re- 
cent scientific  literature.  Phil.,  P.  Blakiston, 
Son  &  Co.,  1894.  c.  16+1633  p.  il.  Q.  shp. 
and  hf.  mor.,  $10  ;  hf.  rus.  with  thumb  index, 
$12. 

HARVARD  UNIV.  L.     Bibliographical  contribu- 
tions, no.  48.     Bibliography  of  the  historical 
literature    of    North    Carolina,   by    Stephen 
Weeks.    Cambridge,  1895.     78  p.  O. 
Though  Mr.  Weeks  modestly  characterizes  his 
work  as  "  nothing  more  than  a  preliminary  cata- 
log," it  is  a  comprehensive  as  well  as  an  inter- 
esting bibliography.     Almost  every  entry  is  an- 
notated,  imprint  data  is  fully  given,   and  the 
subject  is  broadly  interpreted,  so  as  to  include 
books,  pamphlets,  and  broadsides  of  even  slight 
historical  significance. 

Bibliographical  contributions,   no.    50. 

An  analysis  of  the  early  records  of  Harvard 
College,    1636-1750,  by  Andrew  McFarland 
Davis.     Cambridge,  1895.     22  p.  O. 
A  summary  of  the  various  records  contained 

in  the  old  "  college-books"  of  Harvard  from  its 

organization  to  1750. 

LANSDELL,  H :  Chinese  Central  Asia  :  a  ride  to 
little  Tibet.  N.  Y.,  C:  Scribner's  Sons,  1894 
[1895.]  2v.  40+456  p.;  16+512  p.  map,  il. 
O.  cl.,  $5. 

Appendix  B  contains  a  chronologically  ar- 
ranged bibliography  of  Chinese  Central  Asia 
(33  P-)- 

LEGRAND,  E,  Bibliographic  hellenique,  ou  de- 
scription raisonnee  des  ouvrages  publics  par  les 
Grecs  au  xvne  sifecle.  v.  3.  Paris,  A.  Picard 
&  fils,  1894.  16+564  p.  8°;  subs,  for  the  4v., 
75  fr. 

OTTINO,  G.,  and  FUMAGALLI,  G.    Bibliotheca  bi- 
bliographica  Italica  :  catologodegliscutti  dibi- 
bliologia,  bibliografia  e  biblioteconomia  pubbli- 
cati  in  Italia  e  di  quella  risguardanti  1'Italia 
pubblicati  all' estero.  V.  2  (supplement.)  Turin, 
C.  Clausen,  1895.     242  p.  O.  15  lire. 
The  first  volume  was  published  in  1889;  the 
present  one  continues  the  previous  scheme  of 
classification  and  arrangement,   covering  three 
divisions  :     i,  Bibliologia,  publications  relating 
to  Italian  printing  and  related  arts;  2,  Biblio- 
grafia,  books  by    Italian  writers  and    classed 
bibliographies  of  Italian  books  in  the  various 
branches  of  art,  science,  and  literature;  3,  Biblio- 


teconomia, literature  relating  to  Italian  libraries, 
public  and  private.     A  full  index  is  appended. 

PAULSEN,  F:  The  German  universities :  their 
character  and  historical  development;  author- 
ized tr.  by  E:  Dele  van  Perry;  introd.  by  N.  M. 
Butler.  N.  Y.,Macmillan,  1895.  €.'94.  31  + 
254  p.  D.  cl.,  $2. 
There  is  a6-p.  bibliography  of  "  works  dealing 

with  German  universities." 

REEVES,  Jesse  Siddall.  The  international  be- 
ginnings of  the  Congo  Free  State.  Bait., 
Johns  Hopkins  Press,  [1895.]  3-106  p.  O. 
(Johns  Hopkins  Univ.  studies,  nos.  n  and  12.) 
pap. ,  50  c. 
There  is  a  5-p.  bibliography  of  the  subject. 
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"  Prairiedom  rambles  and  scrambles  in  Tex- 
as, etc.  By  a  Suthron,"  N.  Y.,  1845,  was 
written  by  Frederic  Benjamin  Page,  (b.  1798,  d. 
1857  ;  A.B.  Bowdoin  1818,  M.D.  Harvard  1821). 
—  G:  T.  LITTLE. 

Thymol  Monk,  said  to  be  ps.  of  Miss  Mary 
Belcher,  in  the  novel,  "An  altar  of  earth," 
pub.  in  1894.  —  Pub.  Weekly,  Feb.  9. 

Veglie  del  prior  LUCA,  Firenze,  1860-68. 
This  most  remarkable  series  of  political  pam- 
phlets of  the  century  was  written  by  Stanislao 
Bianciardi.  I  entered  the  series  under  the  pseu- 
donym in  the  Marsh  Catalogue.  —  H.  L.  KOOP- 

MAN. 


ijnmors  nnb  fi  limbers. 


SOME  requests  in  a  New  York  circulating 
library : 

"  Have  you  20  legs  under  the  sea?" 

"Gimme  the  Picknic  papers  by  Oliver 
Twixt." 

"  Gimme  the  Martins  o*  Cro'  Martin  be  Dick- 
ens, or  the  Terra  Cotta  family." 

"  Have  you  Queen  Hottentots,  by  Louisa 
Miihlburich?" 

"  I  want  '  By  Mrs.  Burnett,'  I  think  it's  by 
little  Lord  Faun." 

"My  mother  said,  'would  you  please  give 
me  the  secrets  of  the  old  maid,  in  German." 

"Give  me  'Lady  with  the  carbuncle.'" 
["  Frau  mit  den  Karfunkelsteinen."] 

"  Anything  of  Stanman's,  except,  his  Living 
Stone.'" 


THE  director  of  the  Round  Robin  Reading 
Club,  Miss  Louise  Stockton,  asks  us  to  state 
that  a  series  of  long-continued  robberies  of  the 
mail  recently  discovered (  has  very  seriously 
affected  her  correspondence.  Letters  of  inquiry, 
money  orders,  and  replies  to  correspondents, 
and  possibly  letters  of  complaint,  have  been 
lost.  Miss  Stockton  would  be  greatly  obliged  if 
any  of  our  readers  whose  letters  remain  un- 
answered would  write  again,  addressing  her 
4213  Chester  avenue,  Philadelphia. 
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system  which  we  are  now 
introducing,  is  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  our  Adjustable  Book- 
Shelving,  already  so  well  known,  the 
principal  features  being,  that  each 
shelf  is  Absolutely  Adjustable  and  the 
space  occupied  between  divisions  is 
brought  to  a  minimum,  so  that  the 
shelving  may  be  said  to  be  continu- 
ous from  one  end  of  stack  to  the 
other.  The  shelves  can  be  adjusted 
and  additional  shelves  added  at  any 
point  of  the  Standard,  without  the  re- 
moval or  disturbing  of  books  already 
in  position.  Although  this  system 
throughout  is  constructed  of  Iron 
and  Steel,  wood  shelves  are  frequent- 
ly preferred ;  they  occupy  no  more 
space  and  are  less  expensive  than 
steel.  Either  Wood  or  Steel  shelv- 
ing may  be  used,  as  desired.  In  com- 
paring the  cost  of  our  systems,  with 
wooden  cases,  it  will  be  found  favor- 
able when  durability,  light,  space, 
and  increase  of  shelving  capacity  is 
considered.  Special  designs  with 
estimates  involving  the  use  of  our 
Stikeman  Patents,  will  be  furnished 
on-  application. 

*      *      * 
CATALOGUE  NOW  READY. 

CORRESPONDENCE  SOLICITED. 


ADJUSTABLE  BOOK  SHELVING 

.   .   .   AND  .   .   . 

ABSOLUTELY  ADJUSTABLE  BOOK  SHELVING 


PATENTED   BY   QKORGK  STIK1EMAN. 

MANUFACTURED   AND   ERECTED  BY 

A.    B.    &    W.    T.    WBSTERVELT, 

102  CHAMBERS   STREET,  NEW  YORK. 
MODELS  ON  EXHIBITION   AT    OUR    WAREROOMS. 
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PROTECTS  BOTH  THE  OUTSIDE  AND  INSIDE. 

Designed  for  Public  Libraries,  S.  S.  Libraries,  and 
"Free  Text  Book"  Cities  and  Towns. 


CONSISTING    OF 

Holden's  Patent  Book  Covers  (ad- 
justable). 

Holden's  Self  Binders  for  loosened 
leaves  or  to  strengthen  loose  bindings. 

Holden's  Transparent  Paper  for  re- 
pairing torn  leaves. 


These  Book  Covers  are  made  of  the  toughest  material 
known,  a  species  of  felt  —  imitation  leather  —  will  last  3  or  4 
years  on  S.  S.  books,  and  one  year  of  public  school  wear. 

Sales  Last  Year  1,400,000  Book  Covers! 

Adopted  by  over  500  "  Free  Text  Book  "  School  Boards. 
Full  Explanation  and  Samples  sent  on  receipt  of  2-cent  stamp. 
Address 

G.  w.  HODDEN,  Prest.   HOLDEN  PATENT  BOOK  COYER  CO., 

H.  P.  HOLDEN,  Treas.      P.  o.  Box  6430,      -       -       -       Springfield,  Mass. 


N.   B.  —  Mention  what  use   designed  for  — S.  S.  or  Public    Library  or   Public 
Schools. 
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EM.    TERQUEM, 

Paris  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

31  BIS  BOULEVARD  HAUSSMANN  31  BIS 


PARIS. 


-  'ESTABLISHED   1877."  - 

French  and  Continental  Books  purchased  at  the  lowest  terms. 

Orders  carefully  executed  for  out-of-print  and  new  books. 

Binding  for  books  in  constant  use  a  specialty  of  the  firm. 

Estimates  given  on  application  on  all  orders. 

The  "  Catalogue  de  la  Librairie  Fran9aise  "  mailed  free  monthly  as  well  as  catalogues  of 
second-hand  bookdealers  of  every  locality. 

Auction  sales  orders  attended  to,  also  orders  for  private  libraries  offered  en  bloc  before  auction. 

Mr.  Em.  Terquem,  being  the  appointed  agent  in  Paris  of  many  libraries,  colleges,  and  uni- 
versities, can  furnish  references  in  almost  every  city  in  the  United  States. 

Correspondence  and  trial  orders  solicited.  Small  or  large  shipments  every  week  either  direct 
or  through  his  agent  in  New  York. 


important  handbooks   for  the   Li- 
brarian now  ready. 


Annual 
Literary  Index, 

1894,  :  , 

complements  the  "Annual  American  Catalogue"  of 
books  published  in  1894,  by  indexing  (i)  articles  in 
periodicals  published  in  1894 ;  (a)  essays  and  book-chap- 
ters in  composite  books  of  1894  ;  (3)  authors  of  periodical 
articles  and  essays ;  (4)  special  bibliographies  of  1894 ; 
(5)  authors  deceased  in  1894,  and,  in  its  special  features, 
supplements  "  Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature, 
i887-'92,"  and  the  "  A.  L.  A.  Index  to  General  Litera- 
ture." 

•  •      • 

One  octavo  volume,  cloth,  $3.50. 

•  •     • 

Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

54  DUANE  STREET, 
P.  O.  Box  943,  NEW  YORK. 


Annual 

Catalogues, 

1894. 


The  Annual  American  Catalogue  for  1894  contains : 

(1)  Directory  of  American  Publishers  issuing  books 

in  1894. 

(2)  Full-title  Record,  with  descriptive  notes,  in  au- 

thor-alphabet, of  all  books  recorded  in  THE 
PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY,  1894. 

(3)  Author-,  title-,  and  subject-index  to  same  in  one 

alphabet. 

(4)  Publishers'  annual  lists  for  1894. 

The  edition  is  limited,  and  to  secure  copies  orders 
should  be  sent  at  once.  Tlie  price  is  $3.50 
balf  leather ;  93. oo  in  sheets. 

We  also  supply  the  English  Catalogue  for  1894,  price 
91.50,  paper;  the  Annual  American  and  English  Cata- 
logues, 1894,  can  be  had  in  one  volume,  half  leather,  fs.oo. 


Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

54  DUANK  STREET, 
P.  O.  Box  943,  NEW  YORK. 
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Library  Bureau  Steel  Stack. 

This  is  an  entirely  new  invention  based  upon  quite  different  principles 
from  any  other  ever  offered.  Three  distinct  requisites  for  a  perfect  stack 
are:  I,  to  make  each  shelf  absolutely  adjustable;  2,  to  obtain  a  construction 
which  should  furnish  needed  structural  support  for  two,  three,  or  even  four, 
storied  stacks,  and  at  the  same  time  present  a  compact  and  graceful  appear- 
ance, for  a  single  height,  so  often  required  in  the  reference  or  reading  room  ; 
3,  to  give  the  least  possible  obstruction  of  light  and  air.  After  years  of 
study  and  experiment  this  has  been  accomplished. 

The  uprights  are  of  cold  rolled  steel,  one  upright  carrying  the  end  of  two 
tiers  of  shelves  to  the  full  height  of  stack,  giving  the  strongest  support  and  a 
great  gain  over  any  other  form,  e.  g.,  the  pipe  stack  requires  three  uprights 
instead  of  one. 

The  shelves  are  held  in  place  by  brackets  sliding  in  the  grooves  of  the 
uprights,  which  in  their  turn  are  held  by  set  screws,  instantly  and  easily 
adjustable.  Absolute  adjustability  of  each  shelf  is  the  chief  feature  of  the 
stack.  These  are  readily  adjusted  when  loaded  with  books. 

The  slight  advantage  gained  on  each  shelf  by  this  exact  adjustment  fre- 
quently enables  another  shelf  to  be  placed  in  the  stack,  increasing  the  capaci- 
ty of  the  library  from  TO  to  15  per  cent.  Such  saving  should  be  considered  in 
the  cost  of  the  stack. 

The  stack,  unlike  many  others,  presents  no  rough  surfaces  to  the  books, 
and  is  constructed  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  shelves  to  tip  downward, 
however  great  the  weight  placed  on  the  front.  Every  detail  has  been  care- 
fully studied  to  secure  the  best  possible  results,  and  represents  not  only  our 
experience  but  that  of  many  libraries. 

Libraries  sometimes  make  the  mistake  of  having  too  wide  as  well  as  too 
long  shelves ;  some  stacks  having  been  built  with  all  shelving  twelve  inches 
wide.  Eight  inches  is  ample  for  all  except  large  books,  of  which  the  number 
is  comparatively  small  in  any  library.  This  extra  width  beyond  the  eight 
inches  is  worse  than  lost,  for  besides  losing  much  from  the  aisle  space  between 
the  stacks,  which  may  mean  the  loss  of  several  stacks  in  a  large  room,  it  fur- 
nishes a  place  at  the  back  of  the  shelf  for  dust  to  collect  and  the  books  to 
become  hidden. 

We  recommend  that  the  shelves  be  of  wood,  though  the  rest  of  the 
stack  is  constructed  of  iron  and  steel;  they  are  lighter  and  more  easily 
handled,  are  pleasanter  to  the  touch  and  less  wearing  on  the  books;  they 
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occupy  no  more  space,  cost  less,  and  are  more  ornamental.  It  is  a  fallacy 
that  there  is  protection  from  fire  in  steel  shelves,  which  is  the  only  argument 
claimed  for  them.  Steel  shelves  would  in  no  case  prevent  fire,  and  a  fire  once 
started  in  a  building,  they  are  a  menace,  since  steel  is  a  conductor  of  heat  and 
warps  under  its  influence.  A  stronger  argument  could  be  made  for  printing 
and  binding  books  in  asbestos.  Instances  have  come  under  our  notice  where 
books  have  been  saved  from  fire  by  wooden  shelves.  Again  steel  shelves, 
whatever  their  finish,  are  liable  through  abrasion  to  rust,  and  thus  present  a 
rough  surface  to  the  edges  of  books.  Still  more  important,  they  collect 
moisture  in  warm,  damp  weather,  which  wood  does  not. 

While  we  consider  wood  shelves  the  best,  we  supply  steel  when  desired. 

Although  the  L.  B.  stack  is  a  recent  invention,  having  been  on  the 
market  scarcely  a  year  (1894),  it  has  been  adopted  by  the  following  libraries: 


Howard  Whittemore  Memorial  Library, 

Naugatuck,  Conn. 

Warder  Free  Library,  Springfield,  Ohio. 
Ohio  State  University,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
University  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 
Cossitt  Library,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
McGill  College  Library,  Montreal,  Canada. 


U.  S.  Dep't  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Gail  Borden  Library,  Elgin,  111. 
Jackson  Public  Library,  Jackson,  Mich. 
Imperial  Building  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Bristol  County  Court  House,  Taunton,  Mass. 
Free  Public  Library,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Brockton  Free  Library,  Brockton,  Mass. 
Fort  Wayne  Public  Library,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


Springfield  City  Library,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Correspondence  is  solicited  with  any  library  considering  new  shelving. 
The  L.  B.  stack  has  been  constructed  to  give  the  most  perfect  details  at  rea- 
sonable prices.  Comparison  of  cost  with  wooden  cases  will  be  found  favorable 
when  durability  is  considered. 

Designs  and  estimates  for  any  shelving  that  involves  the  use  of  the  L.  B. 
patents  will  be  furnished  upon  application.  No  library  should  decide  upon 
any  form  without  considering  this,  recently  pronounced  by  leading  librarians 
the  best  yet  devised. 

Manufactured  and  controlled  solely  by  the 


Library  Bureau 


Boston,  146  Franklin  St. 

New  York,  273  Stewart  Building  (280  Broadway). 
Chicago,  125  Franklin  St. 

Philadelphia,  603  Chestnut  St. 

London,  10  Bloomsbury  St.. 
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BIDiiograpnicai  Publications. 

For  all  American  books  as  they  appear,  take  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY;  for  an  hour's 
glance  each  month  at  the  important  books  and  magazine  papers,  take  THE  LITERARY  NEWS; 
for  library  matters  take  THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL;  for  magazine  articles  in  general,  consult 
THE  ANNUAL  LITERARY  INDEX  ;  for  books  in  print  or  issued  of  late  years,  see  the  AMERI- 
CAN and  ANNUAL  CATALOGUES. 


THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY.  Estab- 
lished in  1872,  with  which  was  incorporated  the  Ameri- 
can Littrary  Gatette  and  Publishers'  Circular  (estab- 
lished in  1852),  by  purchase  from  Mr.  George  W. 
Childs.  Recognized  as  the  representative  of  the  pub- 
lishing and  bookselling  interests  in  the  United  States. 
Contains  full  weekly  record  of  American  publications, 
with  monthly  indexes,  etc.  Subscription,  $3.00  per  an- 
num, postpaid  ;  single  nos.,  TO  cts.,  postpaid. 

THE  LITERARY  NEWS.  An  Eclectic  Re- 
view of  Current  Literature.  Published  monthly,  and 
containing  the  freshest  news  concerning  books  and 
authors ;  lists  of  new  publications ;  reviews  and  critical 
comments ;  characteristic  extracts  ;  sketches  and  anec- 
dotes of  authors ;  courses  of  reading  ;  bibliographical 
references ;  prominent  topics  of  the  magazines  ;  portraits 
of  authors,  and  illustrations  from  the  newest  books, 
etc.,  etc.  Subscription,  $1.00  per  annum,  postpaid; 
single  nos.,  10  cts. 

THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL.  Monthly.  Of- 
ficial Organ  of  the  American  Library  Association. 
Established  in  1876.  Subscription,  $5.00  per  annum, 
postpaid ;  single  nos.,  50  cents.  (THE  LITERARY 
NEWS  it  sent  free  to  subscribers  of  THE  LIBRARY  JOUR- 
NAL.) 

THE  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE  of  books  in 

print  and  for  sale  (including  reprints  and  importations) 
July  i,  1876.  Compiled  (under  the  direction  of  F. 
LBYPOLDT)  by  LYNDS  E.  JONES.  Subject-volume,  410, 
half  morocco,  $15.00.  Author-and-title  volume  is 
out  of  print^\ 

THE    AMERICAN     CATALOGUE,     1876- 

1884.  Books  recorded  (including  reprints  and  impor- 
tations) July  i,  1876-1  une  30,  1884.  Compiled,  under 
the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOWKER,  by  Miss  A.  I. 
APPLETON.  410,  half  morocco,  $25.00  (only  5  copies 
left,  and  these  are  subject  to  raise  in  price). 

AHERICAN  CATALOGUE,  i884-9o.    Com- 

piled,  under  the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOWKER, 
by  Miss  A.  I.  APPLETON  and  others.  410,  half  leather, 
$15.00. 

AI1ERICAN  CATALOGUE,  1890-1895.    In 

preparation. 

THE  ANNUAL  AflERICAN  CATALOGUE. 

Being  the  full  titles,  with  descriptive  notes,  of  all  books 
recorded  in  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  during  the  cal- 
endar year,  with  author,  title  and  subject  index,  pub- 
lishers' annual  lists  and  directory  of  publishers.  Pub- 
lished annually  since  1886.  8vo,  net,  sheets,  $3.00;  half 
morocco.  $3.50. 


THE  ANNUAL  LITERARY  INDEX,  includ- 
ing Periodicals,  American  and  English  Essays,  Book- 
Chapters,  etc.,  Special  Bibliographies  and  Necrology  of 
Authors.  Edited  by  W.  I.  FLETCHER  and  R.  R.  BOW- 
KER, with  the  co-operation  of  members  of  the  American 
Library  Association  and  of  the  Library  Journal  staff. 
8°,  cloth,  $3.50. 

THE  PUBLISHERS'  TRADE  LIST  AN- 
NUAL. Large  8vo,  with  "Duplex  Index,"  met,  $2.00. 
Contains: 

i.  THE  LATEST  CATALOGUES  OF  AMERICAN  PUBLISHERS 
arranged  alphabetically  by  firm-names. 

a.  THE  EDUCATIONAL  CATALOGUE.— (For  description  set 
be  loin.) 

3.  A  complete  short-title  list  of  all  books  recorded  in 
THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  from  July  to  June,  arranged 
so  that  every  book  on  record  can  be  found,  whether  it 
is  looked  for  under  author,  title  or  subject. 

THE  AMERICAN  EDUCATIONAL  CATA- 

LOQUE  includes  a  price-list  of  all  the  text-books  in 
use  in  the  United  States,  arranged  alphabetical}'  by 
author's  or  editor's  name,  and  a  detailed  subject- 
index,  referring  from  each  specific  subject  to  authors 
of  books  on  that  subject.  Price,  separately,  25  cts., 
leatherette,  50  cts. 

THE  ENGLISH  CATALOGUE  [Annual]  con- 
taining  a  complete  list  of  all  the  books  published  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  calendar  year,  with  in- 
dex to  subjects.  A  continuation  of  the  London  and 
British  Catalogues.  [London :  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
&  Co.]  8vo,  paper,  net,  $1.50.  THE  ENGLISH  CATA- 
LOGUE and  THE  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE  bound 
in  one  volume,  half  leather,  $5.00. 

HANDY  LIST  OF  AMERICAN  PUBLISH- 

ERS.  A  comprehensive  list  of  all  the  book-publishing 
houses  in  the  United  States  in  business  at  the  present 
ti'me.  The  street  address  is  given  in  nearly  every 
case,  and  the  abbreviation  under  which  the  firm's  books 
are  entered  in  the  "American  Catalogue,"  1884-90. 
92  pp.,  printed  on  one  side  only,  i6mo,  flexible  cloth, 
$2.00. 

A  CATALOGUE  OF  U.  S.   GOVERNJIENT 

PUBLICATIONS.  July  i,  1884,  to  June  30,  1890. 
Compiled,  under  the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOW- 
KER, by  J.  H.  HICKCOX.  32  pp.,  4to,  pap.,  $1.00. 


THE    SUNDAY-SCHOOL    LIBRARY. 

Rev.  A.  E.  DUNNING.    i6mo,  cloth,  60  cts. 


By 


CASPAR'S  DIRECTORY  of  the  Book,  News 
and  Stationery  Trades,  Wholesale  and  Retail.  1450 
pp.,  8°,  hf .  bd.,  $12.00,  net. 

THE  PROFESSION  OF  BOOKSELLING: 

a  handbook  of  practical  hints  for  the  apprentice  and 
bookseller.  By  A.  GROWOLL,  managing  editor  of  TH« 
PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  and  author  of  "  A  Bookseller's 
Library."  Pt.  t.  8°,  bds.,  $2.00.  (Two  concluding 
parts  in  preparation.) 


Address  the  OFFICE  OF  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
P.  O.  Box  943.  54  Duane  Street,  New  York. 
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Books  for  Teachers. 


COLUMBIAN   KNOWLEDGE  SERIES. 


TOTAL  ECLIPSES  OF  THE  SUN. 

By  MABEL  LOOMIS  TODD. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  IN  AMERICA. 

By  W.  I.  FLETCHER,  Librarian  of  the  Amherst 
College  Library. 


Edited  by  Professor  TODD,  of  Amherst  College.  Timely  and  readable  monographs  of  permanent 
interest.  Scientific  but  untechnical,  and  illustrated.  Each,  i6mo,  cloth,  $1.00. 

Modern  German  Literature. 

By  BENJAMIN  W.  WELLS,,  Ph.D.     i6mo,  cloth,  $1,50. 

It  is  an  excellent  popular  account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  German  Literature,  comprehensive,  and  well- 
adapted  to  its  purpose. 

The  Aim  of  Life. 

Plain  Talks  to  Young  Men  and  Women.     By  Rev.  PHILLIP  STAFFORD  MOXOM.     i6mo,  cloth,  $1.00. 

The  Right  Honorable  William   E.  Gladstone. 

A  Study  from  Life.    By  HENRY  W.  LUCY.    With  portrait,     izmo,  cloth,  $1.25. 

Life  of  Prince  Bismarck. 

By  CHARLES  LOWE,  M.A.,  author  of  "  Alexander  III.  of  Russia."    Portrait.     iamo,  cloth,  $1.25. 

The  Man  Without  a  Country. 

By  EDWARD  E.  HALE.     School  Edition.     Illustrated.     Square  I2rao,  paper  covers,  30  cents. 

Talks  With  My  Boys. 

By  WILLIAM  A.  MOWRY.     Revised  Edition.     i6mo,  $1.00. 

"Of  vital  importance  to  every  boy,  and  at  once  attractive  and  instructive."— New  England  Journal  »f 
Education. 

How  to  Parse. 

An  Attempt  to  Apply  the  Principles  of  Scholarship  to  English  Grammar.  By  E.  A.  ABBOTT  and 
J.  R.  SEELBY.  i6mo,  cloth,  f  i.oo. 

English  Lessons. 

For  English  People.  Vocabulary.  Diction.  Meter.  Hints  on  Selections  and  Arrangement, 
Appendix.  i6mo,  cloth,  $1.50. 

How  to  Write  Clearly. 

Rules  on  English  Composition.     i6mo,  cloth,  60  cents. 

How  to  Tell  the  Parts  of  Speech. 

An  Introduction  to  English  Grammar.  American  Edition.  Revised  and  enlarged  by  JNO.  G.  R. 
McELROY,  Professor  of  the  English  Language  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  i6mo. 
cloth,  75  cents. 

Our  Educational  Catalogue  sent  free.     Any  book,  postpaid,  on  receipt  of  price. 


ROBERTS  BROTHERS,  Publishers,  Boston. 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY   RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new,  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the  Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.     Second-hand 

Catalogues  by  early  Mails,  and  no  Commission  charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

pensive  sub-agencies  at  Home  or  abroad.  Foreign  books  on  easy  terms. 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others : 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,   Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 

BINDING. 

Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.    Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.    Superior 
Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old   Books.     Calf  Extra  in  Every  Variety. 
Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law- 
Books  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  In  Cloth.     Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 
dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  In 
Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore. 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faitnf ulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen's  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  West,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  foiva  State  Agricultural  College. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  feel  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake." — MKLVIL  DKWKY,  Mate  Library,  New  York, 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 


COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON, 


MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL    TERMS  FOR  LARGE  ORDERS. 
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THE  BEST  READING  MATTER  FOR  ALL  AGES. 

The  Riverside  Literature  Series. 

COMPLETE    MASTERPIECES    OF  THE    MOST   FAMOUS 
AUTHORS   OF  AMERICA  AND    ENGLAND. 

With  Introductions,  Notes,  Historical  Sketches,  and  Biographical  Sketches. 
Each  Regnlar  Single  Number,  In  Paper  Covers,  15  Cents. 

"The  best  way  to  taboo  bad  books  is  to  spread  abroad  good  books."— DANIEL  C.  OILMAN,  President  of  John* 
Hopkins  University.  


1.  Longfellow's  Evangeline.**** 

2.  Longfellow's  Courtship  of  Miles  Standish;    Eliza- 

beth.** 

3.  Longfellow's  Courtship  of  Miles  Standish.    Dram- 

atized. 

4.  Whittier's  Snow-Bound,  and  Other  Poems.***** 

5.  Whittier's  Mabel    Martin,  and  Other  Poems.* 

6.  Holmes's  Grandmother's  Story  of  Bunker  Hill  Bat- 

tle, etc. 

7.  8,  9.    Hawthorne's  True  Stories  from   New  England 

History.     1620  1803.     In  three  parts. t 

10.  Hawthorne's  Biographical  Stories.  With  Questions.* 

11.  Longfellow's    Children's    Hour   and    Other    Selec- 

tions.* 
is.  Studies  in  Longfellow.  Thiity-two  Topics  for 

Study. 
13,  14.  Longfellow's  Song  of  Hiawatha.  In  two  parts.* 

15.  Lowell's  Under  the  Old  Elm,  and  Other  Poems.* 

16.  Bayard  Taylor's  Lars ;   a  Pastoral  of  Norway. 

17.  18.  Hawthorne's  Wonder-Book.     In  two  parts.* 

19,  ao.  Benjamin  Franklin's  Autobiography.  In  two 
parts.* 

21.  Benjamin  Franklin's  Poor  Richard's  Almanac,  etc. 

22.  23.  Hawthorne's  Tanglewood  Tales    In  two  parts.* 
24.  Washington's  Rules  of  Conduct,    Letters,  and  Ad- 
dresses.** 

25,26.    Longfellow's  Golden  Legend.    In  two  parts.* 

27.  Thoreau's   Succession   of   Forest  Trees,  Wild    Ap- 

ples, and  Sounds.    With  a  Biographical  Sketch  by 
R.  W.  Emeison. 

28.  John  Burroughs's  Birds  and  Bees.* 

29.  Hawthorne's   Little  Daffydowndilly,  and  Other  Sto- 

ries.* 

30.  Lowell's  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal,  and  Other  Pieces.*** 

31.  Holmes's   My    Hunt  after  the   Captain,    and   Other 

Papers. 

32.  Abraham  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Speech,   and  Other 

Papers. 

33.  34.  35-  Longfellow's  Tales  of  a  Wayside   Inn.      In 

three  parts.    [The  three  parts  also  in  one  volume, 
linen,  50  cents.] 

36.  John  Burroughs's  Sharp  Eyes,  and  Other  Papers.* 

37.  Charles  Dudley  Warner's  A-nunting  of  the   Deer, 

etc.** 

38.  Longfellow's    Building    of   the    Ship,    and    Other 

Poems. 

39.  Lowell's  Books  and  Libraries,  and  Other  Papers. 

40.  Hawthorne's  Tales  of  the  White  Hills,  and  Sketches.* 

41.  Whittier's  Tent  on  the  Beach. 

42.  Emerson's    Fortune    of   the    Republic,    and    Other 

Essays,  including  th>  American  Schoiar. 

43.  Ulysses  Among  the  Phaeacians.     From  W.  C.  Bry- 

ant's translation  ot  Homer's  Odyssey. 

44.  EdgewortrTs  Waste  Not,  Want  Not,  and  The  Bar- 

ring  Out. 

45.  Macaulay's  Lays  of  Ancient  Rome. 

46.  Old  Testament  Stories  in  Scripture  Language. 

47.  48.  Fables  arid  Folk  Stories.    Second  Reader  Grade. 

Phrasrd  by  Horace  K.  Scudder.     In  two  parts.* 
49,  50.  Hans  Andersen's  Stories.    In  two  parts.* 
51.  52.  Washington    Irving:    Essays   from    the    Sketch 
Book.    [51.1  Rip  Van  Winkle,  and  Other  American 
Essays.    [52.]   The  Voyage,   and    Other   English 
Essays.    In  two  parts.* 

53.  Scott's  Lady  of  the  Lake.  Edited  by  W.  J.  Rol  e. 
With  copious  notes  and  numerous  illustrations. 
(Double  Number,  30  cents.  Also,  in  Ktlft^s  Stu- 
dents' Series,  cloth,  to  Teachers,  53  cents.) 


54.  Bryant's  Sella,  Thanatopsis,  and  Other  Poem*. 

55.  Shakespeare's    Merchant    of    Venice.      Edited    for 

School    Use  by  Samuel  Thurber,  Master   in   the 
Girls'  High  School.  Boston.*** 

56.  Webster's  First  Bunker  Hill  Oration,  and  the  Ora- 

tion on  Adams  and  Jefferson. 

57.  Dickens's    Christmas    Carol.      With  Notes   and  a 

Biography. 

58.  Dickens's  Cricket  on  the   Hearth.    [Nes.  57  and  58 

also  in  one  volume,  linen,  40  cents.] 

59.  Verse  and   Prose  for  Beginners   in   Reading.** 

60.  61.    The    Sir   Roger   de  Coverley   Papers.     In  two 

parts.* 

62.  John   Fiske's    War  of  Independence.      With  Maps 

and   a   Biographical   Sketch.      (Double  Number,  30 
certs:  linen,  40  cents.) 

63.  Longfellow's  Paul  Revere's  Ride,  and  Other  Poems.* 

64.  65,  66.  Tales  from  Shakespeare.     Edited  by  Charles 

and   Mary  Lamb.    In  three  parts.     [Also  in  one 
volume,  linen.  50  cents.] 

67.  Shakespeare's  Julius  Caesar.* 

68.  Goldsmith's  Deserted  Village,  The  Traveller,  etc. 

69.  Hawthorne's  Old  Manse,  and  A  Few  Mosses.* 

70.  A  Selection  from  Whittier's  Child  Life  in  Poetry. 

71.  A  Selection  from  Whittier's  Child   Life  in   Prose. 

[ Nos.  70  and  71  alia  in  one  volume,  linen,  40  cents.] 

72.  Milton's   L'Allegro,  II  Penseroso,  Comus,  Lycidas, 

and  Sonnets. 

73.  Tennyson's  Enoch  Arden,  and  Other  Poems. 

74.  Gray's  Elegy,   and   Other  Poems;    Cowper's    John 

Gilpin,  and  Other  Poems. 

75.  Scudder's  George  Washington.    (Doublt  Number, 

30  cents ;  linen,  40  cents.) 

76.  Goldsmith's  Vicar  of  Wakefield.    (Double  Number, 

30  cents  ;  linen,  40  tents.) 


EXTRA   NUMBERS. 

A  American  Authors  and  their  Birthdays.  Programmes 
and  Suggestions  for  the  Celebration  of  the  Birth- 
days ol  Authors.  By  A.  S.  Roe. 

/>'  Portraits  and  Biographical  Sketches  of  Twenty 
American  Authors. 

C  A  Longfellow  Night.  For  the  Use  of  Catholic  Schools 
anJ  Catholic  Literary  Societies.  By  Katharine  A. 
O'Keeffe. 

D  Literature  in  School.    Essays  by  Horace  E.  Scudder. 

E  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe.    Dialogues  and  Scenes. 

F  Longfellow  Leaflets.     [(Each   a  Double  Number,   30 

r  u/u-i        i      a  ».          J  cents  •'  '****.  4o  cents.)    Poems 

G  Whittier  Leaflets.        •<  and  Prose  Pas8ages  for  Read- 

H  Holmes  Leaflets.  lingand  Recitation. 

/  The  Riverside  Manual  forTeachers,  Containing  Sug- 
gestions and  Illustrative  Lessons  leading  up  to 
Primary  Reading.  By  I.  F.  Hall. 

A'  The  Riverside  Primer  and  Reader.  (Special Numbtr.) 
In  paper  covers,  with  cloth  back,  15  cents ;  in 
strong  linen  binding,  30  cents. 

L  The  Riverside  Song  Book.  Containing  Classic  Ameri- 
can Poems  set  to  Standard  Music.  (Doublt  Num- 
ber, 30  cents  ;  boards,  40  cents.) 

At  Lowell's  Fable  for  Critics.  With  Outline  Portraits 
of  Authors.  (Doublt  Number,  30  cents.) 


*aoand  ioalso  in  one  Volume,  linen,  40  cents;  likewise  28  and  36,  4  and  5,  15  and  30,  40  and  69,  55  and  67, 
and  ii  and  63.  **Also  bound  in  linen,  25  cents.  tAlso  in  one  volume,  linen,  45  cents.  *  Also  in  one  volume,  linen,  40 
cents.  **i,  4,  and  30  alto  in  one  volume,  linen,  50  cents. 


A  descriptive  circular  giving  the  table  of  content*  of  each  number  of  the  Stritt, 
will  be  sent  to  any  address  OH  application. 

HOUGHTON,  MIFFLIN  &  COMPANY,  * 


PARK  ST.,  BOSTON;      11  E.  ITTH  ST.,  NEW  YORK 

28    LAKESIDE   BUILDING,  CHICAGO. 
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Recent   Publications 


JOHN  WILEY  &  SONS; 

53  East  loth  Street,  New  York. 


A  Record  of  the  Transportation  Ex- 
hibits Building  of  the  World's  Co- 
lumbian Exposition  of  1893.  410, 
half  morocco,  500  pages,  $15.00. 

The  Ventilation  of  Mines.    By  J.  T. 

BEARD.     i2mo,  cloth,  $2.50. 

A  Treatise  on  Hydraulics.  Fifth  edition, 
revised  and  enlarged.  By  Prof.  MANSFIELD 
MERRIMAN,  Lehigh  University.  8vo,  cloth, 
$4.00. 

Theory  of  Turbines.  By  Prof.  DEVOL- 
SON  WOOD.  8vo,  cloth,  $1.00. 

Practice  and  Theory  of  the  Injector. 

By  STRICKLAND  L.  KNEASS,  C.E.    8vo,  cloth, 
$1.50. 

An  Elementary  Course  in  Inorganic 
Pharmaceutical  and  Medical 
Chemistry.  By  FREDERICK  J.  WULLING. 
12010,  $2.00. 

The  Filtration  of  Public  Water  Sup- 
ply. By  ALLEN  HAZEN.  8vo,  cloth,  $2.00. 

The  Elementary  Principles  of  Me- 
chanics. By  A.  JAY  Du  Bois.  Three  vol- 
umes, 8vo,  cloth.  Vol.1.  Kinematics.  $3.50. 
Vol.  II.  Statics.  $4.00.  Vol.111.  Kinetics. 
$3.50.  [Shortly. 

The  Memphis  Bridge.  By  GEORGE  S. 
MORISON,  Chief  Engineer.  60  plates.  Ob- 
long 410,  $10.00. 

Dairy  Calendar  for  1895.    By  F.  W. 

WOLL.     i8mo,  cloth,  $r.oo. 

Agricultural  Calendar  for  1895.    By 

F.  W.  WOLL.     i8mo,  cloth,  $1.00. 

A  Text-Book  of  Volumetric  Analy- 
sis. By  HENRY  W.  SCHIMPF,  Ph.G.  iamo 
cloth,  $2.50. 

A  Treatise  on  Screw-Propellers  and 
Marine  Propulsion.  By  ISAAC  McKiM 
CHASE.  8vo,  cloth,  31  full-page  plates,  $3.00 

Mechanical  Engineer's  Pocket- 
Book.  By  WILLIAM  KENT,  M.E.  12010 
morocco,  noo  pages,  $5.00. 

Attack  of  Fortified  Places.  Including 
Siege  Works,  Mining  and  Demolition.  By 
Colonel  JAMES  MERCUR,  U.S.M.A.  8vo 
cloth,  $2.50. 

The   United    States   Public   Works 

Containing  a  Summary  of  the  Methods  o. 
Construction  and  Character  of  Material  anc 
Plant  used  in  the  Public  Works  under  the 
charge  of  the  War  and  Treasury  Departments 
By  Capt.  W.  M.  BLACK.  40  photogravures 
Oblong  410,  cloth,  $5.00. 


Hamilton's  System  of 

LEGflL  JIIEDICINE. 

A  COMPLETE  WORK  OF  REFERENCE  FOR  MEDICAL  AND 

LEGAL  PRACTITIONERS. 
By    ALLAN    McLANE    HAMILTON,    M.D., 

and  Thirty  Medical  and  Legal  Collaborators. 

Comprising  the  most  distinguished  writers  and  authori- 
ties upon  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  America. 

The  •worfe  is  complete  in  two  large  royal  octavo 
volumes  of  over  seven  hundred  pages  eacn,  illustrated. 

Cloth,  per  vol.,  $5.50 ;  full  sheep,  per  vol.,  $6.50* 

Now  Ready.    Sold  by  subscription.    Solicitors  wanted. 
Descrpitive  circulars  on  application. 

International   medical    Annual,    1895.     A 

Yearly  Dictionary  of  Medical  Progress,  including  New 
Remedies  and  New  Treatment.  6000  References.  Ed- 
ited by  a  corps  of  37  Specialists,  European  and  Ameri- 
can. Fully  indexed.  648  pages.  Illustrated.  $2.75. 

Antiseptic  Club,  Transactions  of.  Fads  and  Foibles 
of  the  Medical  Profession.  By  Albert  Abrams,  M.D. 
Illustrated.  $1.75. 

Thoughts  for  the  Occasions  Patriotic  and  Sec- 
ular. A  Repository  of  Historical  Data,  Facts,  and 
Beautiful  Thoughts.  Helpful  in  Outlining  Addresses 
for  Timely  Occasions,  to  wit :  Arbor  Day,  Fourth  of 
July,  Flag  Raising,  Decoration  Day,  Labor  Day,  Tem- 
perance Service,  etc.  578  pages,  square  izmo,  $1.75. 


E.  B.  TREAT,  Publisher, 

No.  5  Cooper  Union,       NKW   YORK. 


The  Adjustable  Book  Covers 

Are  made  of  strong  manilla  paper ;  self-sealing  and  adjust- 
able to  the  usual  sizes  of  school  text,  and  library  books. 


Ready, 

Useful, 
Inexpensive 


For  sale  by  School 
Book  Jobbers 
generally. 


P.  F.  VAN  EVEREN,  60  Ann  St.,  New  York. 


April,  '95] 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


'53 


APPLETONS'    LIBRARY    LISTS. 

Lists  A,  B,  and  C  are  of  Books  Selected  Especially  for  School  Libraries. 


List  A. — For  Primary  and  Intermediate  Grades. 

List  B. — For  Grammar  and  High  School  Grades. 


List  C. — For  College  and  University  Libraries. 


List  D.- 

••  E.- 

"  F.- 

"  G. 

"  H. 

"  I. 

"  K. 

"  L.- 

"  M.- 


N.— 


History. 

Biography. 

Physical  Science. 

Mental  and   Moral  Science. 

Political  and  Social  Science. 

Finance  and  Economics. 

Hygiene  and  Sanitary 
Science. 

Philosophy  and  Metaphysics 

Technology  and  Industrial 
Arts. 

Anthropology,  Ethnology, 
Archaeology,  Palaeontol- 
ogy. 


List  O.— Language,    Literature,    and 
Art. 

P.— Reference  Books. 

Q.— Poetry  and  Essay. 

R.— Travel  and  Adventure. 

s.— Pedagogy  and  Education. 

T.— Fiction. 

U.— Amusements    and     Recrea- 
tions. 

V.— Evolution. 

w.— Religion. 

X.— Law. 

Y.— Medicine. 

Z.— Juvenile  Books. 
AA.— Unclassified. 


Single  Lists  Mailed  Free.     Complete  Set,  18  Cents,  to  Cover  Postage. 

D.  APPLETON  &  CO  ,  Publishers,  72  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York. 

Standard  Books  for  Libraries  and  for  the  Household. 

AMERICAN  HISTORY. 


Barnes'  Popular  History  Of  the  United 

States.      By  the  Author  of  Barnes'  Brief 
History  for  Schools.     I  vol.,  8vo,  cloth,  $3.50. 
The  present  edition  carries  the  reader  through  the  Co- 
lumbian Exhibition,  of  which  it  gives  a  careful  and  in- 
teresting record,  down  to  1895.    The  best  household  his- 
tory in  one  volume. 

Battles  of  the  American  Revolution. 

By  HENRY  B.  CARRINGTON,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  Bt. 

Brig.-Gen.,  U.  S.  A.     I  vol.,  8vo,  cloth,  $5.00. 

Illustrated  with  topographical  maps  of  every  battle, 
based  upon  the  highest  authority  for  accuracy.  A  neces- 
sary addition  to  any  library  of  American  History,  and 
specially  valuable  to  students  of  military  operations. 

History  of  the  City  of  New  York.    By 

MRS.   MARTHA  J.   LAMB  (late  Editor  of  the 

Magazine   of   American   History).       2   vols., 

Royal  8vo,  $16.00. 

These  superb  volumes  are  endorsed  by  leading  scholars 
and  citizens,  and  deserve  a  prominent  place  in  every 
American  Library.  George  Bancroft  endorses  it  as  "the 
best."  Dr.  Parkkurit  says  "  it  is  without  a  rival." 
Ward  McAllister  says  "it  should  be  in  every  New 
York  household." 

A  Critical  History  of  the  Civil  War. 

By  ASA  MAHAN.     8vo,  cloth.  $3.00. 

Dr.  Mahan  aims  to  indicate  the  military  and  political 
hindrances  which  led  to  vexatious  delays  and  losses  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

Niles'  Register,  Abridged.  The  princi- 
ples and  acts  of  the  American  Revolution. 
8vo,  cloth,  $3.00. 

Detocquevllle's  Democracy  in 
America.  8vo,  cloth,  $2.00. 


The    Signers  of    the    Declaration. 

Sketches  of  the  fifty-six  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.     i2mo,  cloth,  illus.,  $i. 

American  Biographies.  HENRY 
CLAY.  By  DANIEL  MALLORY.  8vo,  $3.50. 
JAMES  A.  GARFIELD.  By  J.  M.  BUNDY. 
izmo,  fr.oo.  EZRA  CORNELL.  By  A.  B. 
CORNELL.  8vo,  $2.00.  CHARLES  G.  FIN- 
NEY.  Autobiography.  I2mo,  $1.25.  P.  P. 
BLISS.  By  D.  W.  WHITTLE.  8vo,  gilt,  $2.00. 

OTHER  STANDARD  BOOKS. 
The  Three  Germanys.     By  THEO.  s. 

FAY,    ex-Minister    to  Switzerland,    and  ex- 

Consul-General  at  Berlin.    2  vols.,  Svo,  cloth, 

$7.00. 

Mr.  Fay  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  changes  of  1848, 
1860  and  1873,  which  mark  epochs  of  development  in 
German  History. 

Alison's  Napoleon.    The  History  of 
Europe,   Abridged.     By  EDWARD  S. 
GOULD,     i  vol.,  Svo,  cloth,  $2.00. 
Apropos  of  the  revival  of  interest  in  Napoleon  this 

abridgment  has  received  the   highest   endorsement   of 

eminent  scholars. 

NEW  WORKS  OF  FICTION. 

The  New  Minister.    A  Novel.    By  KEN- 
NETH PAUL.      Cloth,  $1.00 ;  paper,  50  cents. 
A  stirring  story  of  a  pastor's  life  in  a  modern  church, 

by  one  of  them. 

Looking  Within.    A  Novel.     By  J.  W. 

ROBERTS.     Cloth,  $1.00;  paper,  50  cents. 

"  A  remarkable  book,"  on  the  line  of  "  Looking  Back- 
ward," seeking  the  remedy  for  strikes  and  the  cure  fur 


nationalism. 
+*+For  sale  by  all  Booksellers,  or  sent  by  mail,  postpaid,  on  receipt  of  prict  by  tkt  Publishers, 

A.  S.  BARNES  &  CO.,  56  East  lOth  Street  (near  Broadway),  New  York. 
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LONDON.  LEIPZIG.  PARIS. 

B.  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROADWAY,    NKW    YORK. 

(KSXAHI.ISMKI*     1848.) 

FOREIGN   OFFICES  AT  LONDON,   LEIPZIG,  AND   PARIS. 
Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 

College   and    Public  Libraries. 
SPECIAL   TKIOIS    FOR   I*ARGB   ORDERS. 


Terms  on  direct  application  for  the  supply  of  Foreign  and  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Weekly  shipments  by  the  fleetest  steamers  from  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Periodicals 
supplied  at  lower  rates  than  mail  copies  and  in  better  shape  for  binding, 

Rare  Books  and  Sets  of  Serials  procured  at  the  lowest  terms.  Regular  connections  with 
Central  and  South  America  and  all  Oriental  countries. 

Binding  done  here  and  abroad  in  every  style. 

Auction  Sales  attended  to. 

The  Catalogues  of  Foreign  Dealers — English,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish — fur- 
nished on  application. 

Monthly  Bulletins  of  New  Books  issued  regularly. 

With  the  help  of  a  most  complete  Bibliographical  Outfit  in  all  languages  and  on  all  subjects, 
and  the  experience  of  many  years  in  this  particular  line,  estimates  can  be  furnished  promptly  and 
information  given  on  topics  of  interest  to  Librarians. 


MOST  TIMELY  BOOK  OF  THE    YEAR. 

"Military  Career  of  Napoleon 
the  Great." 

By  MONTGOMERY  B.  GIBBS.  Not  a  Technical  Military 
History,  but  a  Gossipy  Anecdotal  Account  of  the 
Career  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  as  his  Marshals  and 
Generals  knew  him  on  the  Battlefield  and  Around  the 
Camp-Fire.  Price, $1.25. 

"  With  a  reservation  in  favor  of  Lord  Wolseley's  papers 
on  the  same  lines — which  are,  of  course,  more  technical 
in  tone— one  knows  of  no  equally  entertaining  and  suc- 
cessful attempt  to  portray  anecdotally  the  military 
career  of  the  greatest  captain  since  Caesar.  Mr.  Gibbs 
has  rendered  a  valuable  service  to  the  Napoleonic  litera- 
ture."— Chicago  Evening  Post  (Feb.  23). 

"That  the  publication  of  Mr.  M.  B.  Gibbs'  lifework 
on  the  '  Military  Career  of  Napoleon  the  Great'  should 
come  when  a  'Napoleonic  wave'  is  passing  over  the 
world  is  a  coincidence  upon  which  the  author  is  to  be 
congratulated.  It  is  an  anecdotal  history  for  general 
/eading,  not  a  critical  history  of  the  campaign  for  mili- 
tary study,  and  Mr.  Gibbs  has  collected  within  his  500 
pages  probably  every  story  that  has  ever  been  recorded 
of  Napoleon  in  the  camp.  As  Mr.  Masson  pictures  Na- 
poleon only  as  a  lover  and  husband,  so  Mr.  Gibbs  shows 
us  only  the  general.  It  has  one  conspicuous  merit — 
every  line  is  interesting.  The  reader  never  wearies." — 
New  York  World  (March  7). 

The  Poetry  of   Freemasonry. 

By  ROB.  MORRIS,  LL.D.,  Writer  and  Lecturer  on  Free- 
masonry for  Forty  Years,  and  by  Universal  Consent 
Masonic  Poet  Laureate.  The  work  is  issued  in  one 
quarto  volume  of  over  400  pages,  printed  on  fine  super- 
calendered  paper,  two  full-page  portraits  of  the  author 
in  each  volume.  Bound  in  English  silk  cloth,  emblem- 
atic stamp  in  silver  and  gold,  plain  edges,  $2.75. 

Mailed  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price.    Special  terms 

THE  WERNER  To  ,  Publishers, 

160-174  Adams  Street,  CHICAGO. 


EACHERS! 

The  book  that  is  now  being 
widely  used  as  a  supplemen- 
tary reader  Is  :  :  ;  : 

"THE  CENTURY 
BOOK  FOR 


YOUNG  AflERICANS." 

It  is  "the  story  of  the  Government,"  by  El- 
bridge  S.  Brooks,  describing  the  adventures  of 
a  party  of  bright  young  people  in  Washington, 
and  what  they  learned  there  :  how  the  Govern- 
ment was  founded,  what  are  the  duties  of  the 
Pres'dent,  Congress,  Supreme  Court,  various 
departments, — the  making  of  the  flag,  etc.  It 
combines  a  delightful  story  -with  the  helpfulness 
of  a  history.  Issued  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
with  preface  by  General  Horace  Porter.  250 
Large  pages,  207  engravlngsC  Price  $1.50  at 
retail,  with  special  rates  to  schools.  A  single 
sample  copy  sent  to  any  reader  of  this  pape/  for 
$1.00, — money  refunded  if  book  is  returned. 


The  Century  Co.,  Union  Square,  New  York. 
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SPECIMENS  OF  OUR 
WORK  MAY  BE 

SEEN   AT  THE 


Columbia  College, 
Teachers'  College, 
N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine, 
L.  I.  Historical  Society, 
Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn, 


and   many   other  Learned 
Societies  and  Public 
Libraries. 


(Established  1880) 
Are  the  Standard  Liquid  Drawing  Inks  of  the  World. 

They  are  used  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  Schools,  Colleges  and  Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths  of  the  professional  draughtsmen  of  this  country  use  no 
other  drawing  ink. 

Jo.  Pennell  says  of  the  Black  Ink  :  "  There  is  no  ink  equal  to  it  for  half 
a  dozen  reasons.  From  the  time  you  open  the  bottle  until  you  have  put  all 
its  contents  on  paper  you  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  it." 

A.  B.  Frost  says  :  "  I  use  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  it  is  certainly  the  best." 

BLACKS. — Two  kinds  :  Waterproof,  white  label  (insoluble  when  dry) ; 
and  General,  red  label  (soluble). 

COLORS.— Carmine,  Scarlet,  Vermilion,    Brick    Red,    Blue,    Yellow, 


Green,  Orange,  Brown,  Indigo,  Violet. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
,  (Bottle*  by  mail,  prepaid,  thirty -five  cents  each.    Color  Card  shmring  actual  inks  free.) 

iHIGGIN8f   PHOTO   MOUNTER. 

The  new  adhesive  for  mounting  photographs,  etc.,  tissue  and  scrap- 
book  work,  and  general  use  as  a  substitute  for  mucilage,  over  which  it  has 
many  advantages  due  to  its  superiority  and  economy  in  use.  Not  a  starch 
or  flour  paste,  but  a  Vegetable  Glue,  semi-fluid,  of  soft  and  unctuous  con- 
sistency, pure  white  color,  and  free  from  lumps.  Perfectly  homogeneous, 
and  hence  the  water  never  separ  ites  from  the  pulp,  leaving  the  latter  to 
shrivel  up,  as  occurs  in  all  common  pastes.  Spreads  smoothly  and  uni- 
formly, adheres  at  once  and  dries  quickly.  Will  not  warp,  cockle  nor  strike 
through,  nor  change  the  tone  nor  Injure  mounts.  Requires  no  prepara- 
tion— always  ready  for  use. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(3  ox.  jar,  prepaid  by  mail,  for  thirty  cents.) 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs.,  170  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 

LONDON  OFFICE:  1O6  CHARING  CROSS  ROAD. 
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THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO., 

5  and  7  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York, 

nAKE  a  specialty  of  supplying  public,  private,  and  school  LIBRARIES,  for  which 
they  have  exceptional  facilities  through  their  connection  with  many  of  the  largest  houses 
as  special  agents,  and  by  carrying  the  stock  of  all  American  Publishers. 

They  are  pleased  to  give  estimates  at  lowest  rates  on  lists  of  proposed  purchases,  and 
solicit  correspondence  with  Librarians  and  other  bookbuyers. 

This  house  is  characterized    by  its  Promptness,    Carefulness,    and    L,ow 
Prices. 

There  will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  application  a  topically  arranged  General  Library  List 
selected  from  the  books  of  all  publishers. 

CHARLES  T.  DILLINGHAM  &  CO., 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Booksellers, 

764-766     BROADWAY      NRW    YORK, 

Make  a  specialty  of  furnishing 

Public  and  Private  Libraries. 

They  carry  in  stock  at  all  times,  all  the  NEW  and  STANDARD  BOOKS,  and 
offer  them  at  the  lowest  prices.     Estimates  cheerfully  furnished. 


Send  for  Spring  clearance  list,  just  issued,  containing  many  standard  books  at  exceedingly  low  figures. 


The  Annual  Literary  Index, 

EDITED  BY  W.   I.   FLETCHER  and  R.   R.   BOWKER, 

with  tht  co-operation  of  members  of  the  American  Li- 
brary'Atsociation  and  of  tht  Library  Journal  staff . 


THE  ANNUAL  LITERARY  INDEX  for  1893  com- 
plements the  "  Annual  American  Catalogue"  of 
books  published  in  1893  by  indexing  (i)  articles 
in  periodicals  published  in  1893  ;  (2)  essays  and 
book-chapters  in  composite  books  of  1893  ;  (3) 
authors  of  periodical  articles  and  essays ;  (4) 
special  bibliographies  of  1893  ;  (5)  authors  de- 
ceased in  1893.  The  two  volumes  together  make 
a  complete  record  of  the  literary  product  of  the 
year. 

The  volume  includes  also  the  features  of  the 
"  Co-operative  Index  to  Periodicals,"  originally 
a  monthly  supplement  to  the  Library  Journal, 
then  extended  into  a  quarterly  in  an  enlarged 
form,  and  later  issued  as  an  annual  volume. 

One  vol.,  cloth,  $3.50. 


THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
P.  O.  Box  943.  28  ELM  STREET  (Near  Duane),  NEW  YORK. 


BOOKS  WANTED. 


The  Boston  Book  Co.,  15^  Beacon  St.,  Boston, 

Mass.    [CVw/4.] 
Library  Journal,  any  nos. 
Chautauquan,  v.  1-8,  vols.  or  nos. 
Cosmopolitan,  v.  1-9,  vols.  or  nos. 
Lend  a  Hand,  v.  1-4. 
Magazine  of  Western  History,  any  vols. 
Harvard's  Graduate'1  s  Maf. ,  any  nos. 
Academy,  Syracuse,  odd  nos.  or  vols. 
Wide  A  wake,  early  nos. 
Bay  State  Monthly,  1884,  any  nos. 
Democratic  Review,  1850-59,  any  vols. 
Danville  Quarterly  Review,  v.  i,  and  June,  1861. 
American  Antiquarian,  any. 
American  Journal  of  Archceology,  any. 
American  Naturalist,  any. 
Broivnson's  Quar.  Rev.,  any. 
Critic,  1881-83,  any. 
Eclectic  Mag.,  v.  1-40,  1844-,  any  vols. 
Historical  Mag.,  1864-66,  any  nos. 
Journal  of  Franklin  Inst.,  send  for  list. 
Knickerbocker,  v.  26,  34,  60-63. 
Lippincotfs,  early  vols. 

HELP  WANTED.  ~ 

A*7"ANTED.— Librarian  for  a  Catholic  circulating  libra- 
""  ry  of  about  6000  volumes.  State  experience  and 
salary  expected.  Address  D.  E.  M.,  No.  99  White  Build- 
ing, Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

/     

SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

"\XrANTED.—  POSITION  as  librarian  by  a  woman 
vv  trained  in  the  New  York  State  Library  School  and 
with  four  years'  practical  experience  in  library  work. 
Address  LIBRARIAN,  care  of  LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

\K7  ANTED. — A  position  as  librarian  by  a  young  man  of 
several  years'  experience  in  college  and  university 
libraries  and  in  a  large  book  house.    Address  B.  B.,  care 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 
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Sets  of  Important  Serial  Publications  for  Sale. 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers  of  London. 

A  Complete  Set  from  the  commencement  in   1837  to   1884  inclusive.     Volumes  I   to 

LXXV1II,  uniformly  bound  in  half  red  morocco ,  $300  oo 

Proceedings  of  the  Institution  of  Mechanical  Engineers  of  England. 

A  Complete  Set  from  the  commencement  in  1847  to  1883  inclusive.     34  volumes,  with 

index  1847-73,  uniformly  bound  in  new  half  calf t20O  oo 


***  Sett  of  Scientific  Serials  always  OH  hand  and  prices  quoted  on  application. 

D.  VAN   NOSTRAND  CO.,    Publishers  and  Booksellers, 


23  Murray  and  *7  Warren   8  to.,   >tK\v   YO 


>RK. 
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(Webster's  International 

Dictionary 


Invaluable  in  Office,  School,  or  Home. 

New  from  cover  to  cover. 


It  is  the  Standard  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  of  the  U.  S.  Government  Print- 
ing Office,  and  of  nearly  all  of  the  Schoolbooks.  It  is  warmly  commended  by  every 
State  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

A  College  President  writes :  "  For  ease  with  •which  the  eye  finds  the 
word  sought,  for  accuracy  of  definition,  for  effective  methods  in  indicating: 
pronunciation,  for  terse  yet  comprehensive  statements  of  facts,  and  for 
practical  use  as  a  working  dictionary,  'Webster's  International'  excels 
any  other  single  volume."  

G.  &  C.  Merriam  Co.,  Publishers, 

Spi-iii jfliele' ,  DIass.,  17.  8.  A. 

"Send  for  free  pamphlet  containing  specimen  pages,  illustrations,  etc. 
-Do  not  buy  cheap  photographic  reprints  of  the  "Webster  of  1847. 


KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO., 


PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRARY  AGENTS, 

Having  extensive  experience  in  supplying  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  MUSEUMS,  GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS,  etc.,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Miscellaneous  Requisites,  Books  (New  and 
Second-hand),  or  Periodicals  in  all  Languages,  offer  their  Services  to  LIBRARIANS,  SECRE- 
TARIES, AND  OTHERS.  Careful  attention  given  to  every  detail.  Exceptional  Facilities  for 
obtaining  Foreign  and  Scarce  Books.  BINDING  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  UNDERTAKEN.  Periodicals 
and  Newspapers  Promptly  Supplied  as  issued.  Books  Shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  World  at  Lowest 
Rates.  

TERMS  ON  APPLICATION,  ALSO  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES,  HANDBOOKS,  ETC. 


Telegraphic  Address : 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON. 


H.  SOTHERAN  &  CO., 


Code  in  Use  : 

UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816.  

A  Mont  My  Catalogue  of  Second-Hand  Books.    Specimen  Number  post  frtt. 


14O  Strand,  W.  C.,  and  37  Piccadilly,  W. :  London. 


158  THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  \Aprit,  '95 

ESTABLISHED    1872 

LONDON:  PARIS:  LEIPctti: 

3O  WELLINGTON  ST.,  STRAND.       76  RUE  DE  RENNES.  HOSPITAL  SIR.  10. 

GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  for  Colleges  &  Libraries 

810    BROADWAY,    NEW    YORK, 

(TWO  DOORS  ABOVE  GRACE  CHURCH) 

begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 

clerks  at  London,  Paris  and  Leipzig.    He  has  open  accounts 

with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His    experience    enables  him  to    give    information  at    once   about 
rare  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany,  and 
can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


SPECIAL    REFERENCES, 


„.__  ;orn» 
•easonable 

ign  agents  alone." 

GEO.  H.  BAKER,  Librarian  of  Columbia  College,  New  York. 


library  in  a  single  package 

ozen  different  packages  in  differ- 

of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr.  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders," 

MELVIL  DEWEY,  Director  of '  N.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany,  If.  Y. 

"  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  New  York  has  served  us  with  fidelity  in  procuring  English,  French  and  German  books,  both  new 
and  second  hand  and  also  periodicals.  His  terras  are  more  reasonable  than  any  others  that  have  come  to  our  notice,  while  he 
has  always  guarded  our  interests  very  carefully.  We  find  it  a  great  convenience  to  have  one  agency  in  New  York,  represented 
by  branches  in  different  European  countries." 

Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  of  Adelbert  College,  Cleveland,  O. 


"  Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
seem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  things  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you.' '  , 

ERNKST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  «f College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  Jv.J. 

"  Our  library  committee  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.  You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollars,  but  haw 
ihown  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you." 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester^  N.  K 

GUSTAV    K.    STKCHKRT, 

IOMQON.        PARIS.        LEIP7IQ.        NEW  YORK. 
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Anatomy. 

Choulant,  L:  Geschichte  und 

Bibliographic  der  anato- 
miachen  Abbildung.  1852. B  4065 
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Enclid. 

Riccardi,  P:  Saggio  di  uoa 
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HE  above  cut  is  a  reduced  photograph  of  the  upper  end  of  two  card  holders  hinged  together.  These  holders 
are  4%  x  16  inches,  full  size.  In  the  Bibliography  column  the  work  was  first  typewritten  on  thin  paper,  five 
to  eight  copies  at  once.  One  of  these  copies  was  pasted  on  cardboard,  and  by  the  use  of  a  RUDOLPH 
CARD  CUTTER,  cut  apart,  each  book  separately;  yet  the  cards  are  easily  separated  for  the  insertion  of  new 
books,  each  in  its  proper  place. 

In  the  Biography  column  the  printed  matter  is  simply  a  leaf  from  an  ordinary  catalogue,  pasted  OB  cardboard 
and  then  treated  in  the  same  way. 

The  card  holders  are  hinged  alike  at  both  ends,  producing  an  ENDLESS  INDEX  CHAIN  which  is  revolved 
by  a  crank  under  the  glass  lid  of  the  case,  showing  five  pages  at  once.  The  size  of  Indexer  Case  is  34  inches  long  by  24 
inches  wide,  42  inches  high.  About  the  only  practical  difference  in  use  between  the  RUDOLPH  INDEXER  and 
an  Unabridged  Dictionary  is  that  you  turn  the  Dictionary  leaves  by  hand,  while  in  the  Indexer  an  endless  suc- 
cession of  leaves  is  revolved  by  a  crank.  It  will  accommodate  equally  a  library  of  1000, 10,000  or  20, ceo  volumes.  It 
takes  the  place  of  the  old  style  card  finding  list,  is  accessible  to  the  public,  yet  cannot  be  tampered  with,  and  renders 
the  publication  of  supplements  unnecessary.  If  the  problem  of  a  World's  Central  Cataloguing  Bureau  is  ever  solved 
it  will  be  done  by  the  use  of  the  RUDOLPH  INDEXER. 

Time  saved  over  the  card  system,  say  three-fourths. 
Money  saved  over  the  card  system,  say  two-thirds. 
Patience  saved  over  the  card  system,  beyond  computation. 

Compare  looking  for  a  word  and  its  meaning  in  an  Unabridged  Dictionary,  and  for  the  same  word  in  the 
latest  card  index  drawer,  and  you  have  about  the  difference  between  the  old  card  system  and  the  RUDOLPH 
INDEXER.  

-WRITS    KOR.    CXA/TALOOUB. 


THOMAS   KANE   &   COMPANY,   Sole    Manufacturers, 

137-139   Waliasli   Avenue,   CHICAGO,   ILL. 
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THE  Iowa  Library  Society  is  in  the  field  with 
a  novel  and  interesting  experiment.  This  is  the 
adoption  of  a  course  of  home  study,  to  be 
carried  on  by  the  members  of  the  association 
during  the  year,  under  a  definite  program,  and 
to  be  the  chief  subject  of  discussion  and  con- 
sideration at  the  annual  conferences  of  the 
society.  The  plan  is  the  natural  result  of  the 
recent  library  development  in  Iowa.  Within 
the  past  year  that  state  has  secured  legislation 
authorizing  and  simplifying  the  organization 
of  libraries.  A  knowledge  of  how  best  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered  is  the 
next  necessary  step,  and  it  is  to  disseminate 
this  knowledge  that  the  "  course  of  study  suited 
to  the  needs  of  Iowa  librarians "  has  been  in- 
augurated. With  a  membership  of  barely  25, 
scattered  over  a  territory  of  50,000  square  miles, 
with  no  common  printed  organ  for  the  expres- 
sion or  interchange  of  ideas,  with  no  school  or 
model  library  nearer  than  Chicago,  and  with  no 
opportunity  for  mutual  intercourse  save  a  two- 
days'  session  once  a  year,  the  society  has  evolv- 
ed this  method  for  banding  its  members  more 
closely  together  and  giving  them  practical  help 
in  the  routine  of  their  work.  The  practicality 
and  simplicity  of  the  course  reflect  high  credit 
upon  the  earnest  workers  who  have  given  time 
and  thought  to  its  development,  and  there  is 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  of  the  greatest 
practical  value  to  the  librarians  of  the  state. 


SOMEWHAT  akin  to  the  Iowa  project  is  the 
"  correspondence  course  "  planned  by  the  New 
York  State  Library  School  for  the  corning  year. 
The  summer  course  in  library  economy,  which 
the  school  also  proposes  to  establish,  is  another 
move  in  the  same  direction  —  that  of  bringing 
at  least  the  essentials  of  library  training  within 
the  reach  of  those  who  are  unable  to  take  the 
long  and  more  or  less  expensive  courses  at  the 
library  school  or  at  the  various  training  classes. 
To  the  librarians  of  the  smaller  town  libraries 
and  to  many  library  assistants  these  courses  will 
be  of  great  value,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
applications  for  admission  to  the  correspondence 
course  at  least  will  largely  exceed  the  expecta- 
tions of  its  projectors.  There  is  a  sufficient 
field  for  just  such  work,  and  the  system  of  "  li- 
brary extension,"  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  that  is 
presaged  in  the  "home  courses"  of  the  Iowa 


Library  Society  and  the  New  York  State  Library 
School  are  among  the  most  interesting  of  recent 
developments  in  the  modern  library  movement. 


COLUMBIA  College  has  become  the  recipient  of 
a  benefaction  that  is  fairly  colossal  in  its  pro- 
portions. President  Low's  magnificent  gift  of 
one  million  dollars  for  the  construction  of  the 
new  library  building  not  only  marks  an  epoch 
in  the  development  of  Columbia,  but  has  few 
parallels  in  the  annals  of  library  generosity. 
Gifts  of  a  million  dollars  for  any  purpose  are  few 
and  far  between — least  of  all  are  they  usual 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  giver.  It  is  to  Presi- 
dent Low's  wise  and  energetic  direction  that  the 
rapid  and  sweeping  advances  which  Columbia 
has  made  within  recent  years  are  largely  due, 
and  this  crowning  evidence  of  his  devotion  and 
generosity  will  cause  his  name  to  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance  for  generations  to  come. 
Nor  will  the  influences  of  his  generosity  be  con- 
fined to  Columbia  alone.  His  gift  is  not  only 
to  the  college,  but  to  the  city  as  well.  The 
library  of  Columbia  College  has  always  been 
conducted  on  liberal  and  helpful  lines;  in  its 
new  building,  with  full  opportunities  for  develop- 
ment, expansion  and  systematization,  there  is 
every  reason  for  it  to  become  one  of  the  most 
important  factors  in  the  educational  life  of  New 
York.  

LQS  ANGELES,  which  for  some  half  dozen  years 
has  ranked  among  the  model  library  cities,  has 
within  the  past  month  furnished  us  with  a  lam- 
entable instance  of  retrogression.  The  news  of 
the  retirement  of  Miss  Kelso  and  Miss  Hasse 
from  the  administration  of  the  library  that  they 
have  so  long  directed  with  skill  and  energy  is 
not,  perhaps,  a  surprise  to  those  who  have  kept 
thoroughly  abreast  of  library  affairs.  It  is  an 
open  secret  that  for  the  past  year  or  more  there 
has  been  a  strong  political  influence  adverse  to 
Miss  Kelso's  continuance  in  office.  The  retire- 
ment of  the  former  board  of  directors  and  the 
incoming  of  a  new  body  was  the  occasion  for  a 
reduction  of  salaries,  solely  affecting  the  li- 
brarian and  the  assistant  librarian,  which  has 
resulted,  as  it  was  undoubtedly  intended  that  it 
should  result,  in  the  retirement  of  Miss  Kelso 
and  Miss  Hasse.  Such  a  piece  of  jobbery  merits 
the  strongest  condemnation.  Miss  Kelso  and 
Miss  Hasse  have  certainly  earned  claim  to  the 
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approval  and  support  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
They  were  among  the  ablest  library  workers  of 
the  Pacific  coast,  and  together  they  developed 
the  Los  Angeles  Public  Library  from  a  condition 
of  comparative  insignificance  into  its  present 
position  as  a  medium  of  broad  usefulness  and 
educational  force.  Even  setting  aside  such  per- 
sonal considerations,  the  fact  that  the  library 
should  be  crippled  and  its  development  retarded, 
even  temporarily,  for  the  gratification  of  politi- 
cal or  personal  ends,  is  not  only  discouraging 
from  a  library  standpoint,  but  reveals  a  lack  of 
public  spirit  that  is  distinctly  discreditable  to 
Los  Angeles. 


A  NOVEL  principle  in  library  censorship  is  in- 
volved in  the  recent  action  of  the  Newark  and 
St.  Louis  public  libraries  in  removing  certain 
books  from  their  shelves  for  the  avowed  reason 
that  the  moral  character  of  their  author  rendered 
them  unfit  for  circulation.  The  point  at  issue 
is  whether  a  writer's  personal  morality  or  im- 
morality should  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
the  critical  judgment  of  his  books.  Certainly, 
the  objectionable  private  character  of  an  author 
does  not  of  itself  make  his  works  obnoxious,  save 
when  it  shows  itself  in  his  writings.  If  the  line  of 
exclusion  is  to  be  drawn  to  bar  books  written  by 
persons  of  unsavory  reputation,  there  would  be 
frequent  gaps  in  the  ranks  of  established  classics. 
Yet,  if  this  rule  is  applied  to  one  writer,  why 
not  to  others  ?  It  is  not  claimed  that  the  books 
in  question  were  immoral.  They  were  rather 
uninteresting  productions,  which  had  never  at- 
tained to  any  degree  of  popularity.  Even 
though  their  authorship  might  awaken  a  tem- 
porary artificial  demand,  arising  from  morbid 
curiosity,  their  ostentatious  removal  from  li- 
brary shelves  seems  a  measure  well  calculated 
to  heighten  such  curiosity  and  to  lead  to  sales 
of  the  books  among  people  who  would  other- 
wise have  been  unaware  of  or  indifferent  to 
their  existence. 


(Eommtmirations. 


TRAVELLING  LIBRARIES  FOR  MICHIGAN. 

THE  L.  j.  is  so  closely  in  touch  with  general  li- 
brary work  that  it  is  no  doubt  aware  of  the 
fact  that  the  legislature  of  Michigan,  now  in 
session,  has  adopted  the  New  York  system  of 
travelling  libraries,  the  books  for  which  are  now 
being  prepared  in  the  state  library.  Through 
the  kindness  of  the  New  York  State  Library  I 
have  been  allowed  to  profit  in  the  largest  way 
by  their  experience,  and  I  wish  to  express  most 


gratefully  the  obligations  under  which  I  rest  to 
Mr.  Dewey  and  Mr.  Eastman,  for  the  unlimited 
and  generous  help  which  they  have  given  me, 
without  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
us  to  have  established  the  system  in  Michigan. 

MARY  C.  SPENCER,  State  Librarian. 
LANSING,  MICH. 

OTTINCTS  "BIBLIOGRAFIA""  AND  ROGERS" 
"BIBLIOGRA  PHY:" 

I  HAVE  just  happened  to  place  side  by  side 
the  two  works:  Ottino's  "  Bibliografia,"  2d  ed., 
Milan,  1892;  and  Rogers'  "  Bibliography,"  N.  Y., 
1891,  with  the  following  results  : 

Contents:  I.  Invenzione  e  progressi  della  tipo- 
grafia.  p.  3.  Chap.  i.  The  invention  and  prog- 
ress of  printing,  p.  i. 

II.  II  libro.     p.  31. 
Chap.  2.     The  book.     p.  32. 

III.  Gli  ornamenti  del  libro.     p.  65. 

Chap.  3.     The  ornamentation  of  a  book.    p.  67. 

IV.  La  biblioteca  e  il  catalogo.     p.  87. 
Chap.  4.     The  library  and  the  catalogue,    p.  98. 

V.  Note.   (About  no  titles  bibliography.)   p. 

157- 
Books  of  reference.    (About  140  titles.)   p.  149. 

Ottino's  work  is  16°,  pp.  viii.  +  166;  Rogers' 
is  8°,  pp.  viii.  +  172.  The  latter,  however,  has 
an  index,  without  which  the  pagination  in  each 
is  identical;  the  difference  in  size  results  from 
larger  type  and  wider  margin.  As  to  figs., 
the  Italian  work  has  17,  the  English  37,  and 
they  differ  throughout.  But  this  difference 
does  not  extend  to  the  text,  by  any  means. 
From  p.  1-38  the  English  book  is  a  good 
translation  of  the  Italian,  with  the  occasion- 
al omission  or  amplification  of  a  sentence. 
Then  there  is  an  addition  introduced  as  follows  : 
"  The  abbreviations  given  are  by  no  means  half 
of  those  used,  but  have  been  selected  from  book- 
sellers'catalogues  which  have  passed  through  the 
compiler's  hands  within  the  last  six  months." 
The  abbreviations  are  the  four  lists  (Ital., 
French,  Ger.,  Eng.)  given  by  Ottino  arranged  as 
one  alphabet !  After  this  the  translation  pro- 
ceeds as  before,  right  on  to  the  end  of  the  book. 

The  translator  omits  considerable  material 
from  chap.  iv.  —  which,  I  think,  is  due  to  the  edi- 
tion with  which  the  comparison  is  made  —  and 
even  goes  so  far  as  to  substitute  Wheatley's 
rules  for  cataloging  anonymous  works. 

The  "preface,"  however,  is  original! — "The 
following  work,  compiled  from  various  sources, 
English  and  foreign,  is  offered  as  an  introductory 
guide  to  the  knowledge  of  books.  It  does  not 
pretend  to  be  a  complete  summary  of  that  vast 
subject,  but  merely  a  key  to  open  other  works. 
Should  it  awaken  in  the  reader  a  desire  to  know 
more  of  those  friends  of  man,  the  aim  of  the 
compiler  will  have  been  accomplished." 

If  this  is  humility,  to  my  way  of  thinking  it  is 
scarcely  honesty,  since  the  work  is  from  begin- 
ning to  end  a  translation,  the  ^original  of  which 
Mr.  Rogers  has  not  only  failed  to  acknowledge 
in  his  preface,  or  anywhere  else,  but  has  witting- 
ly excluded  from  his  amplified  bibliography. 
FREDERICK  J.  TEGGART. 

j    STANFORD  UNIVERSITY, 
California. 
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PAPER   AND   INK.* 
BY  ROBERT  T.  SWAN,  Commissioner  of  Public  Records  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 


AN  investigation  into  the  subject  of  paper  and 
ink  used  in  the  records  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  a  report  made  in  their  interest,  led  the  presi- 
dent and  secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Library 
Club  to  ask  me  to  speak  to  that  club  upon  paper 
and  ink.  I  do  not  attempt  any  scientific  presen- 
tation, but  simply  give  the  result  of  inquiries 
and  experiments,  reinforced  by  the  testimony 
of  paper  and  ink  manufacturers,  and  in  the 
matter  of  ink  by  well-known  chemists. 

Not  until  we  consider  the  important  place 
paper  and  ink  take  in  the  world,  and  have  taken 
since  the  earliest  days,  do  we  fully  appreciate 
their  value.  Which  is  the  more  valuable,  or 
was  in  one  or  another  form  first  used,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  decide,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason 
for  precedence  in  considering  them.  I  will, 
therefore,  follow  the  order  on  the  announcement 
of  the  meeting  and  first  take  paper. 

My  investigation  in  paper  was,  of  course,  di- 
rected towards  writing  paper,  and  for  that  reason 
I  feel  some  hesitancy  in  speaking  to  those  whose 
chief  interest  is  naturally  in  book  paper;  but  as 
the  two  are  somewhat  related,  though  less  so 
than  formerly,  I  will  take  the  general  subject, 
and  that  is  too  large  to  more  than  outline.  In 
considering  the  subject  of  paper  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  review  the  history  of  paper-making, 
which,  unlike  the  manufacture  of  permanent  ink, 
has  been  towards  improvement. 

Paper  has  been  made  of  substances  too  numer- 
ous to  mention,  which  were  susceptible  of  being 
converted  into  pulp.  Bark,  leaves,  hay,  jute, 
moss,  nettles,  stalks  of  all  kinds,  sea-weed,  tan, 
canvas,  carpets,  and  leather  are  among  the  sub- 
stances which  have  been  used.  A  book  printed 
in  Germany  as  early  as  1772  contains  81  kinds  of 
paper.  To-day  rags,  wood,  rope,  and  paper  itself 
are  the  chief  substances  used  in  this  country. 
In  England  large  quantities  of  esparto,  a  Spanish 
grass,  are  used,  filling  the  place  which  wood  takes 
with  us. 

The  rope  paper  can  be  dismissed  with  a  few 
words.  The  genuine  manila  paper  is  made  of 
old  manila  rope  and  is  the  strongest  paper,  but 
the  amount  of  paper  masquerading  under  the 
name  is  vastly  greater  than  the  genuine. 

Linen  has  become  the  name  by  which  the  best 
paper  is  known,  but  it  is  a  misnomer,  for  there 

*  Read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Mass,  Library  Club,  March 
«,  1895. 


is  no  paper  made  wholly  of  linen  except  as  it  is 
made  for  special  purposes,  such  as  for  bonds, 
etc.  Paper  made  of  all  linen  would  be  stiff,  and 
as  one  manufacturer  expressed  it,  "it  would 
crackle  like  onion-skin."  In  fact,  a  very  thin 
paper  is  made  called  onion-skin. 

It  is  rather  an  amusing  fact,  and  one  showing 
how  laws  become  obsolete,  that  for  years  until 
1891,  when  the  law  was  repealed,  the  statutes  of 
this  Commonwealth  required  that  all  matter  of 
public  record  in  any  office  should  be  entered  on 
paper  made  wholly  of  linen,  when  no  such  paper 
was  made. 

The  best  paper  is  made  of  linen  and  new  cot- 
ton rags  in  about  equal  proportions,  sized  with 
animal  sizing  or  glue,  and  dried  in  the  air.  New 
linen  rags  are  not  desirable,  being  too  harsh. 

The  process  of  manufacture  of  rag  paper, 
stated  in  a  general  way,  consists  in  sorting  the 
rags,  cutting,  dusting,  boiling  in  lye,  washing  out 
the  lye,  reducing  to  pulp,  bleaching,"  beating" 
the  pulp  to  make  the  fibres  interlock,  loading  with 
certain  substances,  sizing,  coloring,  and  rolling 
into  sheets. 

To  cleanse  the  rags  and  bleach  the  pulp 
chemicals  are  used,  and  it  follows  as  a  matter  of 
course  that  the  cleaner  the  rags  the  less  neces- 
sity for  chemicals;  therefore,  with  new  rags, such 
as  clippings  of  new  cloth  from  factories  of  cer- 
tain kinds,  the  quantity  of  chemicals  needed  is 
insignificant,  and  these  rags,  having  neither  ab- 
sorbed much  of  them  nor  suffered  from  their 
action,  make,  of  course,  the  best  paper,  for  the 
failure  to  remove  or  "  kill "  the  bleach  would  in- 
jure the  paper  and  have  a  deleterious  effect  upon 
ink.  The  further,  then,  we  get  from  new  clean 
rags,  the  further  from  the  best  writing  paper. 

In  making  book  paper  the  newness  of  the  cot- 
ton rags  is  not  so  important;  in  fact,  the  manipu- 
lation which  the  cloth  undergoes  in  wear,  together 
with  the  washing,  makes  it  better  in  some  par- 
ticulars for  book  paper. 

In  the  attempt  to  cheapen  rag  paper  foreign 
substances,  chiefly  clay  and  gypsum,  are  added, 
and  as  there  is  no  fibre  to  these,  the  sizing  must 
be  depended  upon  to  hold  them  together.  Very 
few  papers  are  not  somewhat  loaded.  Some  of 
the  loading  substances  help  the  finish. 

That  rag  paper,  well  made,  is  best  for  both 
writing  and  printing  is  not  denied;  but  the  im- 
mense increase  in  the  use  of  paper  within  30 
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years  was  making  such  a  demand  upon  the  sup- 
ply of  rags  that  a  substitute  had  to  be  looked  for 
or  the  price  of  paper  would  have  been  greatly 
increased  even  if  the  supply  of  rags  did  not  fail. 
Rags  are  brought  to-day  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  thousands  of  tons  coming  from  Japan 
alone,  and  use  is  found  for  them  all,  notwith- 
standing the  immense  use  of  their  substitute, 
wood. 

It  should  be  distinctly  borne  in  mind  that  the 
wood  papers  are  of  two  kinds,  the  ground  wood 
and  the  chemically  prepared;  and  of  the  chemi- 
ally  prepared  there  are  two  classes,  those  pre- 
pared by  what  is  known  as  the  soda  process  and 
the  other  by  the  sulphite.  In  the  nature  of 
things,  the  grinding  of  the  wood  destroys  the 
fibre,  consequently  the  strength  is  gone  and  the 
paper  must  depend  upon  the  sizing  for  its  chief 
strength.  The  soda  process  is  the  older,  and 
from  the  time  it  has  been  in  use  it  is  thought  it 
will  produce  lasting  paper,  but  no  strong  claim 
is  made  for  the  sulphites,  as  they  are  called. 
The  ground  wood  paper  is  brittle  and  dis- 
colors quickly,  while  the  chemical  wood  paper 
has  greater  strength  and  holds  its  color.  In  the 
chemically  prepared  wood,  the  wood  is  disinte- 
grated without  destroying  the  fibre.  I  say 
without  destroying  the  fibre,  that  is,  immedi- 
ately; but  whether  the  chemicals  will  injure 
the  fibre  so  that  in  time  the  paper  will  prove  not 
to  be  as  lasting  as  hoped  for,  is  a  question  which 
time  only  can  settle. 

Much  paper  is  made  of  a  mixture  of  the  chem- 
ical wood  and  rags,  and  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine the  presence  of  the  wood.  The  daily 
papers  and  cheapest  books  in  the  market  are 
made  wholly  of  the  ground  wood. 

Many  of  these  papers  are  marked  linen,  or 
all  linen  ;  but  when  every  manufacturer  and 
dealer  knows  that  all  linen  does  not  mean  all 
linen,  the  marking  of  paper  all  linen  is  mean- 
ingless, and  a  purchaser  must  make  his  inquiries 
independent  of  the  mark  if  he  desires  the  best 
paper. 

The  coloring  of  paper  is  done  in  two  ways, 
either  by  coloring  the  pulp  —  in  which  case  the 
color  is  In  the  paper  —  or  by  coloring  the  sizing 
when  it  is  only  on  the  surface,  to  be  removed  by 
an  erasure.  This  is  an  important  fact  to  be 
borne  in  mind. 

Papers  are  being  coated  for  various  purposes, 
notably  for  magazines  when  half-tone  prints  are 
to  be  used;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  speculation  how 
lasting  this  coating  will  be.  It  is  greatly  dis 
liked  by  printers  and  is  easily  rubbed  off. 


An  unprofessional  test  of  paper  is  difficult,  but 
a  simple  test  of  repeated  folding  and  attempt  to 
tear  in  the  fold  will  prove  its  strength,  and  by 
inference  the  presence  or  absence  of  good  fibre. 

We  make  to-day  as  good,  if  not  better,  paper 
than  the  English,  and  the  hand-made  papers, 
unlike  many  hand-made  articles,  are  inferior  to 
the  machine-made. 

To  sum  up,  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  as  good, 
if  not  better,  paper  made  to-day  than  ever  be- 
fore, and  also  as  poor,  if  not  poorer.  The  intro- 
duction of  wood  into  the  manufacture  has  revo- 
lutionized the  business,  but  as  time  is  needed  for 
thorough  tests,  no  one  can  positively  assert 
whether  the  chemical  wood,  or  esparto,  papers 
are  safe  for  records  or  valuable  books,  and  it  is 
certainly  safer  at  present  to  adhere  to  the  use  of 
the  best  rag  papers.  In  purchasing  such  the 
manufacturer  must  be  relied  upon,  and  a  fair 
price  paid  for  the  best. 


Taking  the  second  subject,  ink,  it  is  surprising 
that  we  know  so  little  about  it,  and  that  more 
attention  has  not  been  given  to  it  by  chemists. 
Until  about  1765  little  had  been  done  towards 
scientific  study  of  the  question,  but  at  that  time 
Dr.  William  Lewis,  F.R.S.,  experimented  with 
inks  and  came  to  certain  conclusions  which  were 
found  by  later  chemists  to  be  erroneous.  These 
later  conclusions  were  in  turn  discredited,  and 
in  1855  Dr.  James  Stark,  who  had  experimented 
for  13  years,  making  229  inks  and  many  thou- 
sand experiments,  concluded  that  nutgall  and 
iron  inks  were  the  only  permanent  ones,  and  to- 
day it  is  conceded  that  no  ink  has  as  yet  been 
discovered  that  can  compare  for  permanency 
with  them.  Experimenters  are  still  at  work  and 
are  putting  the  results  of  their  experiments  upon 
the  market  for  the  community  to  find  the  worth- 
lessness  of  by  sad  experience. 

Let  us  first  consider  the  kinds  of  ink,  or  ra- 
ther the  classes,  for  of  the  many  kinds  they  all 
belong  to  classes,  which  are  few.  First,  as  being 
the  oldest,  is  the  India  or  Chinese  ink,  which 
may  be  termed  a  paint,  as  it  was  applied  with  a 
brush.  Whether  the  Chinese  invented  this  ink, 
as  claimed,  or  whether  it  was  introduced  into 
China,  is  a  disputed  point;  but  their  process  is 
a  secret,  and  imitations  of  the  ink  do  not,  as  a 
rule,  have  the  blackness  of  theirs,  the  tendency 
being  towards  brown.  The  writings  of  the 
ancients  were  probably  made  with  ink  similar 
to  India  ink,  lamp  black  and  gum  being  the  in- 
gredients; in  fact,  some  ancient  writers  have 
mentioned  the  proportions  of  each  used  in  their 
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manufacture.  As  India  ink  is  no  longer  used 
for  ordinary  writing,  it  need  not  be  further  con- 
sidered. 

Next  in  order  to  the  India  ink  probably  came 
the  iron  and  tannin  inks,  commonly  called  nut- 
gall  and  iron,  as  the  tannin  is  usually  procured 
from  nutgalls.  These  inks  may  be  said  in  gen- 
eral terms  to  be  made  of  sulphate  of  iron  and 
galls,  and  the  oxidization  of  the  iron  in  the  paper 
is  what  gives  the  black  color  and  permanency. 
These,  as  before  stated,  are  permanent,  if  prop- 
erly made,  and  for  years  they  were  so  made; 
but  the  extended  use  of  ink,  its  varied  uses  con- 
sequent upon  the  changed  conditions  of  society, 
the  hurry  of  these  latter  years,  the  preferences 
of  writers,  and  competition,  have  all  tended  to- 
wards degeneracy  in  the  manufacture  of  perma- 
nent ink. 

The  early  inks  werfe  pale  in  color,  and  heavy, 
and  attempts  to  make  them  of  a  more  decided 
color  and  thinner  led  to  experimenting.  For 
coloring,  indigo  was  first  used,  and  later,  other 
substances,  but  since  the  introduction  of  aniline 
dyes  they  are  the  most  popular,  as  being  thinner 
and  cheaper.  If  the  ink  contains  the  proper 
proportion  of  nutgall  and  iron,  the  added  color 
is  not  injurious,  as,  if  that  fades,  the  iron  has 
taken  its  hold,  and  will  grow  black  with  age. 
The  danger,  as  will  be  shown  later,  is  in  the  in- 
troduction of  color  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other 
ingredients. 

To  overcome  the  heaviness  of  the  permanent 
inks,  and  meet  the  demand  for  free-flowing  ink 
for  commercial  purposes,  the  manufacture  of 
fluids  was  commenced,  which,  although  nutgall 
and  iron,  might  have  their  permanency  injured 
by  the  addition  of  an  excess  of  iron.  The  excess 
of  iron  causes  the  oxidization  to  take  place  too 
quickly,  and  the  ink  turns  black  before  it  per- 
meates the  paper.  The  recording  officer  who, 
by  simple  tests,  would  find  many  inks  fugitive, 
is  likely  to  be  deceived  in  these  fluids  because 
they  show  the  presence  of  the  iron,  but  the  fact 
of  the  excess  of  the  iron  is  not  known. 

A  great  advantage  in  the  use  of  nutgall  and 
iron  inks  is  that,  if  faded,  they  can  be  restored 
by  the  application  of  chemicals,  which  upon 
contact  with  the  iron  will  bring  out  the  original 
color  to  a  certain  extent. 

The  next  class  is  logwood.  The  use  of  log- 
wood was  probably  commenced  because  it  has 
a  color  of  its  own  which  has  a  tendency  to  dark- 
en the  ink,  and  as  it  contains  tannin  and  can  be 
used  as  a  poor  substitute  for  nutgalls,  it  cheap- 
ens the  ink.  It  is  sometimes  added  to  a  poor 


nutgall  ink  to  help  the  color.  Logwood  inks 
are  never  permanent. 

Next  comes  the  aniline  class,  dangerous  in 
the  extreme ,  and  unfortunately  becoming  a  large 
one.  In  speaking  of  aniline  inks  I  cannot  do 
better  than  to  quote  from  the  report  of  Prof. 
Markoe  upon  this  subject:  "  Since  the  introduc- 
tion of  aniline  dyes  they  have  been  largely  em- 
ployed for  the  manufacture  of  ink,  either  wholly 
to  replace  the  galls  and  iron,  or  as  addition  to 
them,  to  allow  the  use  of  only  a  little  galls  ard 
iron.  They  are  also  mixed  with  other  colors. 
Under  the  name  of  nigrosine  (an  aniline  black) 
there  are  found  a  variety  of  very  strong  dyes, 
which  are  perfectly  soluble  in  water,  and  which 
in  the  proportion  of  from  i  to  3  per  cent.,  per- 
haps without  further  addition,  represent  fairly 
closely  the  commercial  inks  of  this  variety.  Such 
inks  are  cheap,  give  an  immediate  black,  have 
very  little  body,  and  are  popular  for  use  as  sty- 
lographic  inks. 

"  Although  some  of  the  nigrosines  are  very 
resistent  to  chemical  reagents,  yet  many  of  them 
are  not,  and  do  fade  under  the  influence  of  light, 
while  none  of  them  have  been  tried  sufficiently 
to  prove  their  permanence.  Another  objection 
is  their  free  solubility  in  water,  which  makes  it 
comparatively  easy  to  wash  such  inks  from  the 
paper,  and  allows  them  to  run  if  accidentally  wet. 
Furthermore,  they  do  not  enter  the  paper  as  gall 
and  iron  inks  do." 

The  carbon  class  is  the  last,  and,  strangely, 
it  was  the  first,  although  in  another  form.  As 
stated,  the  very  earliest  writings  were  made  with 
carbon,  and  the  later  India  ink  was  carbon,  and 
liquid  carbon  inks  are  now  being  made.  These 
have  nigrosine  for  a  base  and  carbon  in  suspen- 
sion, but  not  in  solution,  for  carbon  has  not  yet 
been  rendered  soluble.  The  fact  that  it  has  not 
prevents  the  carbon  from  permeating  the  paper, 
and  it  is  deposited  on  the  surface  from  which  it 
can  be  washed  off  with  water.  This  prevents 
the  use  of  the  carbon  inks  where  permanency  is 
required. 

Of  all  the  classes  mentioned  there  are  several 
variations.  Substances  are  necessarily  added  to 
prevent  mould,  and  combinations  are  made  to 
produce  effects  which  shall  make  an  ink  popular 
for  general  use.  Persons  having  no  knowledge 
of  chemistry  put  ingredients  together,  and  put 
them  upon  the  market  under  names  which  mean 
nothing.  They  can  be  sold  at  a  low  price  and 
have  a  short  run,  having  more  than  likely  been 
put  upon  pages  which  in  a  comparatively  short 
time  will  show  no  trace  of  them. 


i66 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


\May,  '95 


Persons  are  often  deceived  in  the  color  of  an 
ink.  In  ancient  records  inks  that  to  the  naked 
eye  appeared  brownish  will,  under  the  micro- 
scope, show  a  jet  black,  and  any  heavy  line  with 
a  light  ink  will  impress  one  as  blacker  than  a 
light  line  with  a  black  ink,  until  the  microscope 
is  used. 

Surprise  is  expressed  that  ancient  records 
written  before  much  attention  had  been  given 
to  the  chemistry  of  ink  should  have  been  writ- 
ten with  such  permanent  ink.  It  is  fair  to  as- 
sume that  if  written  to-day  with  the  same  inks 
they  would  not  preserve  their  color  as  well. 
The  paper  was  less  highly  finished  and  absorbed 
the  ink  better  ;  quills  were  used,  which  made  a 
coarser  line  than  the  fine  pen  used  by  copyists 
to-day  ;  blotting  paper  was  unknown,  and  all 
the  ink  remained  on  the  paper;  and  lastly, 
there  was  not  the  haste  everywhere  that  per- 
vades the  community  to-day.  One  of  the  old- 
est English  manufacturers  says:  "Much  fading 
is  due  to  the  death  of  Old  Leisure.  Ink  rapidly 
put  on  is  as  rapidly  removed  by  blotting  paper, 
and  all  the  essential  qualities  are  taken  away." 

It  was  formerly  said  that  a  good  ink  should 
show  a  lustre,  and  the  statement  did  not  need 
qualifying  until  aniline  colors  came  into  use, 
but  now  it  becomes  necessary  to  discriminate  in 
the  lustre.  Most  of  the  red  inks  on  the  market 
are  aniline,  and  you  are  probably  familiar  with 
the  lustre,  changeable  in  different  lights,  which 
appears  when  those  inks  dry.  That  same  ap- 
pearance always  follows  the  aniline  colors. 
The  simple  experiment  of  dropping  the  small- 
est quantity  of  red  ink  into  a  glass  of  water  will 
determine  the  presence  of  aniline.  If  it  is  pres- 
ent a  beautiful  florescence  will  appear,  changing 
in  different  lights,  whereas  other  dyes  will  dye 
the  water  the  color  of  the  ink  added. 

There  are  inks  and  inks,  and  it  is  as  useless 
to  ask  the  general  question,  which  has  been 
asked  of  me  time  and  again  since  my  first  re- 
port upon  the  subject,  "  What  is  the  best  ink  ?" 
as  to  ask  an  apothecary  what  is  the  best  medi- 
cine. More  useless  perhaps,  for  many  medi- 
cines, while  doing  no  good,  may  do  no  harm. 
The  other  question,  "  Is  A's  ink  or  B's  ink  a 
good  one?"  is  fully  as  meaningless,  for  A  or  B 
may  make  20  kinds,  or  10  kinds  under  20 
names. 

In  procuring  an  ink  you  should  consider  to 
what  use  it  is  to  be  put.  If  it  is  wanted  for  per- 
manency in  records,  one  class  of  inks  is  needed  ; 
if  for  power  to  resist  chemical  removal,  as  upon 
checks,  another  class ;  if  it  is  to  be  exposed  to 


the  weather,  another  ;  and  if  especially  for  copy- 
ing, another,  etc. 

Having  satisfied  yourself  to  what  class  the 
inks  belong  to  suit  your  purpose  (and  as  my  re- 
search in  the  matter  has  been  upon  the  line  of 
permanency,  I  will  assume  that  permanency  is 
the  requisite  you  desire),  you  can  procure  it  of 
any  of  the  older  leading  manufacturers  if  you 
will  inquire  of  the  manufacturer;  not  always,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  by  depending  upon  the  label, 
or  the  person  who  has  it  for  sale.  But  you  say, 
I  do  not  like  the  ink  recommended.  Why  ?  Be- 
cause it  is  not  black  at  first  ?  You  cannot  have 
a  permanent  ink  that  will  be  black  at  first 
writing,  because  the  substances  so  far  discovered 
which  would  make  an  ink  black  at  first  cannot 
be  engrafted  into  the  fibres  of  the  paper.  It  is 
the  oxidization  of  the  iron  in  the  nutgall  and 
iron  inks  which  turns  the  paler  inks  black  after 
they  are  in  the  paper.  Perhaps  you  do  not 
like  an  ink  that  turns  jet  black,  for,  as  a  copyist 
recently  told  me, "  it  makes  the  page  too  starey."* 
Then  you  must  overcome  your  dislike,  unless 
you  desire  a  blue  that  will  remain  blue,  for  every 
other  permanent  ink  must  turn  black.  Great 
care  should  be  observed  in  purchasing  a  blue 
ink,  as  only  Prussian  blue  is  permanent,  and 
Prussian  blue  inks  will  decompose  and  deposit  a 
sediment. 

Or,  perhaps  your  objection  is  that  the  ink 
does  not  blot  readily.  An  argument  for  the  ink. 
It  ought  not  to  be  blotted,  but  should  be  allowed 
to  stay  in  the  fibres  of  the  paper,  and  none  of 
the  body  of  it,  which  is  naturally  the  last  to  per- 
meate the  paper,  should  be  taken  off  with  the 
blotter.  But  it  corrodes  the  pen,  you  say.  Per- 
haps, though  not  necessarily,  this  is  a  good 
quality,  for  the  pen  may  be  giving  up  just 
enough  iron  to  help  the  oxidization  in  the  paper. 
But  it  is  none  of  these  objections.  It  thickens 
in  the  inkstand.  Good  again  for  the  ink  ;  the 
water  is  evaporating  in  the  inkstand  and  the 
solid  matter  is  being  oxidized,  and  you  may  be 
sure  the  same  process  is  taking  place  in  the  ink 
already  put  upon  the  paper. 

Perhaps  you  find  none  of  the  above  objec- 
tions, but  fancy  another  ink  which  has  a  shade 
of  blue  or  green  when  it  is  first  used.  The 
fancy  can  be  gratified  without  danger  to  your 
records,  for  the  manufacturer  has  found  many 
another  such  fancy,  and  has  found  that  he  can 

*  This  was  changed  by  the  Boston  Herald  to  "  stai  /." 
There  is,  probably,  no  such  word  as  starey,  meaning  to 
stare,  but  I  do  not  mean  anything  else,  and  starey  seems 
to  spell  it, 
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add  a  little  color  that  will  not  injure  the  ink. 
This  must  be  a  little,  however. 

You  have  seen  specimens  of  writing  made 
with  the  ink  recommended  as  permanent  which 
are  fading.  Some  one  was  at  fault,  then,  in  that 
particular  quantity,  more  likely  the  writer,  who 
had  watered  the  ink,  or  mixed  it  with  another, 
or  allowed  it  to  freeze,  or  used  too  much  sand  ; 
but  it  was  an  iron  ink,  and  application  of  chemi- 
cals would  restore  it,  because  the  iron  does  not 
decay  or  evaporate. 

Having  found  the  ink  you  are  satisfied  is 
safe,  you  ask  the  price,  and  object  to  that. 
There  lies  a  great  trouble  that  accounts  for  the 
multitude  of  poor  inks  upon  the  market.  A 
large  importer  gave  up  the  importation  of  an 
ink  which  had  stood  no  years  because  the 
American  public  demanded  cheaper  fluid,  and 
the  American  manufacturers  of  reliable  inks 
have  had  to  put  upon  the  market  fugitive  inks 
to  compete  with  cheap  mixtures  called  ink. 

Now  let  us  consider  the  ink  you  had  been  using 
with  satisfaction.  It  flowed  freely,  blotted  easily, 
if  it  thickened  with  standingcould  be  thinned  with 
water,  did  not  corrode  the  pen,  and  was  a  good 
color  which  did  not  change.  All  excellent  quali- 
ties for  a  commercial  ink  if  you  are  an  entry  clerk 
writing  at  your  greatest  speed ,  or  writing  papers 
which  will  be  valueless  in  a  few  years,  but  you  can 
find  the  market  full  of  inks  which  will  suit  you 
just  as  well.  It  flows  with  the  greatest  freedom 
because  it  is  made  with  an  excess  of  iron  to  de- 
velop all  the  color  possible  in  its  fluidity,  and  its 
permanency  is  injured  thereby.  Its  blotting 
quality  has  already  been  condemned.  If  it 
thickened  water  would  thin  it.  If  water  was  its 
base,  and  only  enough  was  added  to  supply 
what  had  evaporated,  it  would  not  be  injured, 
but  if  too  much  water  was  added  it  would  be 
ruined,  and  if  water  were  not  its  base  the  addi- 
tion of  any  would  ruin  it,  because  the  addition 
of  water  hastens  oxidization  in  the  inkstand 
and  impoverishes  the  ink.  If  the  water  was 
largely  charged  with  iron  or  lime  it  would  add 
injurious  elements  to  the  ink.  It  did  not  cor- 
rode the  pen.  This  may  or  may  not  be  indica- 
tive of  permanency  in  an  ink.  If  it  corrodes  it 
may  be  well,  for,  as  stated  before,  the  pen  may  be 
giving  up  just  the  requisite  quantity  of  iron;  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  the  ink  is  as  fully  charged 
with  iron  as  it  should  be,  the  additional  quan- 
tity given  up  by  the  pen  will  make  the  ink  flow 
too  freely  and  be  less  permanent.  It  was  of  a 
bright  color  and  did  not  change  after  a  time. 
The  idea  of  any  color  for  ink  except  as  nearly 
black  as  possible  is  modern.  The  paleness  at 


first  writing  of  the  old  English  inks,  which  would 
turn  black  in  time,  led  to  the  introduction  of 
coloring  matter,  and  probably  without  much 
injury  to  the  ink  until  the  coal  tar  colors  came 
into  use;  but  now  the  bright  colors  are  looked 
upon  with  suspicion. 

Perhaps  in  an  attempt  to  satisfy  yourself  you 
have  experimented,  and  discovered  that  by  mix- 
ing two  inks  you  have  found  satisfaction.  The 
chances  are  that  the  two  inks  will  destroy  each 
other  by  precipitation;  but  some  one  not  realiz- 
ing the  truth  of  the  adage,  that  "  a  little  knowl- 
edge is  a  dangerous  thing,"  might  tell  you  that 
if  the  inks  are  all  of  the  same  class  —  that  is,  of 
the  gall  and  iron  class,  the  logwood  and  chro- 
mium class,  or  the  nigrosine  class  —  they  can  be 
mixed  with  safety.  Two  logwood  and  chromium 
inks,  the  chromium  existing  as  an  acid  in  one 
and  as  a  base  in  the  other,  may  be  so  mixed  as 
to  precipitate  all  the  coloring  matter  and  leave 
only  a  colorless  liquid  above  the  sediment 
formed:  or  the  mixing  of  gall  and  iron  inks  may 
give  such  another  excess  of  either  iron  or  tan- 
nin as  to  make  the  mixture  worthless. 

You  say  then,  "Where  can  we  find  a  free 
flowing  ink,  jet  black,  non-thickening  and  per- 
manent?" It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  say 
that  no  such  ink  has  been  discovered  though  the 
best  chemists  have  long  labored  with  the  problem. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  with  aniline 
dyes,  some  having  been  discovered  which  are 
more  lasting  upon  fabrics  than  the  vegetable 
dyes,  which  heretofore  could  not  be  equalled, 
and  it  is  not  impossible  that  an  aniline  ink  may 
yet  be  made  which  shall  be  jet  black  and  perma- 
nent. The  troublesome  question  which  has  puz- 
zled the  chemists  for  years  would  then  be  settled. 

I  trust  the  tone  of  this  paper  will  not  be 
thought  pessimistic.  Improvement  is  in  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  in  paper  and  ink  making 
as  in  everything  else.  But  the  improvements 
are  to  meet  requirements,  and  the  requirements 
to-day  In  business  are  to  meet  the  demand  for 
speed.  Electricity  is  "setting  our  pace,"  and 
appliances  by  which  speed  can  be  attained  with 
the  pen  or  the  press,  or  by  substitutes  for  them, 
are  being  crowded  into  the  market  with  its 
sharp  competition.  Stamping,  duplicating,  pho- 
.tographing,  rapid  writing,  all  at  the  least  possi- 
ble cost,  are  conducing  to  put  into  the  market 
materials  suitable  for  their  legitimate  use,  but 
wholly  unfit  for  others,  and  the  careful,  con- 
scientious worker  should  value  his  work,  and 
then  have  a  care  that  he  employs  the  proper  tools 
with  which  to  accomplish  it.  My  hope  is  to  im- 
press upon  such  workers  the  need  of  such  care. 
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ANOTHER  CHARGING  SYSTEM. 
BY  NlNA  E.  BROWNE,  Librarian  Library  Bureau,  Boston. 


OF  the  varieties  of  charging  systems  there 
seems  to  be  no  end.  The  form  here  described 
may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  the  JOURNAL 
readers. 

It  requires  a  book  card,  a  book  pocket,  and  a 
reader's  pocket.  The  use  of  the  book  card  and 
book  pocket  is  the  same  as  at  Newark  and 
Salem.  The  reader's  pocket,  then,  becomes  the 
point  of  variation.  Instead  of  the  usual  card, 
each  reader  has  a  pocket  of  special  design  which 
bears  the  reader's  registration  number,  his 
name  and  address. 

The  modus  operandi  is  very  simple.  The 
reader  presents  his  pocket  with  a  call  slip. 
This  slip  need  not  bear  his  number  or  name, 
because  the  pocket  will  show  these  items,  and 
the  chances  of  separation  are  slight.  Persons 
who  use  libraries  where  each  call  slip  must  be 
signed  with  name  and  address  will  appreciate 
this  saving.  The  attendant,  after  finding  a  book, 
takes  its  book  card  from  the  pocket  at  the  back 
and  places  the  card  in  the  reader's  pocket  and 
stamps  the  date  upon  the  book,  preferably  upon 
the  book  pocket.  The  book  is  then  given  to  the 
reader. 

At  the  end  of  the  day  these  book  cards,  still 
in  the  borrowers'  pockets,  are  filed  in  book 
number  order  in  a  tray  bearing  the  date.  This 
arrangement  of  the  book  cards  shows  what  per- 
sons have  the  books,  as  well  as  the  time  when 
they  were  taken  and  when  due.  If  a  record  of 
the  circulation  of  each  book  is  desired,  the 


attendant  can  at  any  time  during  the  day  write 
on  the  book  cards  the  readers'  numbers  and 
stamp  the  date.  The  advantage  is  that  the 
reader  is  not  detained  while  a  record,  which  is 
of  no  apparent  value  to  him,  is  made. 

When  the  reader  returns  the  book,  he  must 
get  his  pocket  in  order  to  begin  the  process  over 
again.  The  book,  therefore,  must  be  discharged 
immediately  upon  presentation.  The  date  on 
the  book  pocket  shows  in  which  tray  the  card 
is.  The  special  form  of  the  reader's  pocket 
makes  it  a  simple  matter  to  find  the  card,  since 
the  cards  cannot  stick  together.  The  card, 
when  found,  is  replaced  in  the  book  pocket  and 
the  reader's  pocket  is  returned  to  him. 

The  reader  comes  to  the  library  generally  in 
tolerably  good  humor,  and  is  more  willing  to 
see  his  book  discharged,  thus  releasing  him 
from  all  obligation,  than  to  wait  while  an  atten- 
dant stamps  the  date  three  times  and  writes  a 
long  number,  as  in  many  systems. 

The  work  involved  in  sending  out  fine  notices 
is  also  lessened.  Since  the  reader's  pocket  bears 
the  name  and  address,  the  attendant  has  only  to 
copy.  In  the  ordinary  systems  the  name  and 
address  have  to  be  looked  up  in  the  borrowers' 
register,  which  in  course  of  time  becomes  very 
unsightly. 

The  Medford  Public  Library  is  already  using 
this  system  and  is  finding  it  satisfactory.  The 
Forbes  Library  at  Northampton  is  prepared  to 
use  it  when  the  books  are  ready  for  circulation. 


CARDS   FOR  THE  "TWO-BOOK"  SYSTEM. 
BY  GARDNER  MAYNARD  JONES,  Librarian  Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library. 


MY  query  in  the  February  L.  j.  has  led  to  a 
request  that  the  answers  be  printed  with  my 
conclusions.  I  have  learned  of  18  libraries 
which  are  using  the  "two-book"  system. 
Four  use  two  cards  and  14  use  one  card. 
Of  the  latter,  six  use  a  card  with  two  divisions, 
"  fiction"  and  "  other  works,"  and  eight  make 
all  charges  in  the  same  column.  Four  write  the 
number  of  the  book  in  the  return  column.  The 
two  Philadelphia  libraries  simply  mark  "C" 
against  the  non-fiction  date.  This  method  ap- 
parently allows  of  easy  alteration  by  the  bor- 
rower. The  Otis  Library  has  been  using  one 
card,  but  intends  changing  to  two  cards. 

In  addition  to  replies  from  libraries  actually 
using  the  "  two-book  "  system,  I  have  received 
communications  from  Messrs.  Carr,  Cole,  and 


Hill,  who  have  been  looking  into  the  subject  on 
their  own  account. 

I  started  with  an  impression  that  one  card 
with  two  divisions  would  be  preferable,  but 
have  now  decided  that  "  one  card,  one  book" 
should  be  our  rule.  The  simplest  plan  is  to 
issue  an  extra  card,  not  good  for  fiction,  bearing 
the  same  number  as  the  regular  card  with  the 
addition  of  some  simple  mark,  such  as  X  or  S. 
The  special  card  should  also  be  of  a  different 
color. 

The  reader  should  keep  track  of  his  cards, 
and  there  should  be  no  more  difficulty  through 
their  getting  mixed  than  there  is  now  with 
several  cards  in  one  family. 

With  the  "two-book"  system,  as  with  the 
single  book,  the  only  safe  method  is  to  keep  two 
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accounts,  book  and  borrower.  This  involves 
looking  up  two  charges  when  the  book  is  re- 
turned, and  therefore  seems  not  feasible  where 
there  is  a  large  circulation. 

The  diversity  of  methods  described  in  the 
replies  and  the  variety  of  opinions  expressed 
regarding  their  relative  advantages  indicate  the 
difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  best  method  for  all 
libraries.  Each  library  must  decide  for  itself 
and  adopt  a  system  which  conforms  to  the 
other  details  of  its  administration. 

Bayonne  (N.  /.)  Fret  Public  Library.  "The 
method  followed  is  the  same,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  as  that  adopted  by  Mr.  C.  K.  Bol- 
ton  In  the  Brookline  Public  Library  and  de- 
scribed in  L.  j.  19  :  161  -  162. 

"  No  restrictions  have  been  placed  on  new 
books. 

"  A  two-volume  novel  is  counted  as  one 
book. 

"  Only  one  card  is  used  and  is  not  divided 
for  '  fiction '  and  '  other  works,"  but  all  charges 
are  made  in  the  order  that  the  books  are  loaned, 

"  To  distinguish  fiction  from  other  works, 
fiction  is  charged  in  blue  ink,  and  other  works 
in  red  ink  with  the  date  transposed. 

"  The  only  difficulty  experienced  thus  far  is 
that  occasionally  a  book  is  returned  without 
the  borrower's  card,  which  has  been  left  at 
home  in  the  other  book.  Whenever  such  a 
case  occurs,  the  book  is  put  aside  until  the 
card  is  returned  and  properly  discharged. 
This  does  not  take  more  than  two  or  three 
days,  as  the  borrower  is  requested  to  return 
the  card  as  soon  as  possible.  Since  putting 
the  foregoing  into  practice,  I  have  concluded 
that  it  would  be  better  to  place  the  book  in 
circulation  at  once,  and  to  file  in  its  stead  a 
memorandum  slip  giving  the  necessary  infor- 
mation." ALFRED  C.  HERZOG. 
Boston  Public  Library.  "  From  time  immemo- 
rial "  the  library  has  allowed  two  books  on  a 
card,  but  until  within  a  few  years  only  one  of 
them  could  be  from  the  same  "hall"  or 
branch. 

Three  or  four  years  ago  the  restrictions 
were  removed,  and  at  the  present  time  two 
books,  either  fiction  or  non-fiction,  can  be 
taken  on  each  card.  The  only  entry  on  the 
borrower's  card  is  a  repetition  of  the  date. 

Miss  Jenkins  informs  me  that  they  find  no 
difficulties  in  charging  two  books. 

Brookline  Public  Library.  One  card  with  two 
divisions.  See  L.  j.,  May,  1894,  19  :  161,  for 
a  full  description  of  Mr.  Bolton's  system.  The 


limitation  of  only  one  "  new  book"  makes  it 
apparently  complicated. 

Concord  Free  Public  Library.  Readers'  cards 
divided  into  two  parts,  "  fiction  "  and  "  other 
works;"  call-mark  of  book  is  written  after 
stamped  date  of  issue.  When  returned,  the 
date  is  stamped  over  the  call-maik. 

Hartford  Public  Library.  "  We  prefer  a  second 
card  of  a  different  color,  and  add  the  letter  A 
to  the  reader's  number,  instead  of  using  the 
two  sides  of  one  card."  C.  M.  HEWINS. 

Lancaster  (N.  H.)  Town  Library.  Same  as 
Brookline. 

Milwaukee  Public  Library.  "We  use  but  one 
card,  and  do  not  divide  the  entries  in  any 
way.  Miss  Stearns  says  that  the  only  difficulty 
is  in  an  occasional  carelessness  at  the  receiv- 
ing window  in  checking  off  the  wrong  card, 
but  that  this  does  not  occur  often  enough  to 
make  it  serious."  THERESA  WEST. 

New  Haven  Free  Public  Library.  "  We  issue  an 
'extra  card'  to  any  holder  of  the  ordinary 
card.  The  extra  card  bears  the  same  number 
as  the  other  card,  with  the  addition  of  X.  A 
record  of  the  extra  cards  is  made  by  marking 
an  X  opposite  the  borrower's  name  in  the 
register  of  borrowers.  This  seems  to  require 
the  minimum  of  labor  in  issuing  and  recording 
cards.  The  extra  card  is  different  in  color, 
hence  no  mistakes  are  possible  in  identifying, 
even  in  the  busiest  times. 

"  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  our  method." 
W.  K.  STETSON. 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  ' '  For  the 
two-book  system  we  use  a  card  similar  to  the 
one  in  use  at  the  Brookline  Library.  We  find 
this  method  very  simple,  and  most  satis- 
factory. 

"  When  we  began,  three  years  ago,  to  give 
out  current  numbers  of  the  popular  magazines 
we  issued  to  borrowers  two  cards  —  one  for  a 
book,  and  one  for  a  magazine.  This,  we  soon 
found,  added  much  to  the  work.  Borrowers 
very  frequently  left  one  of  their  cards  at  the 
library,  generally  only  for  a  day  or  two. 
Consequently  it  took  a  great  deal  of  time  each 
day  to  file  these  cards,  and,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, the  majority  of  them  w«re  taken  out 
again  during  our  busiest  hours  at  the  delivery 
desk.  This  method  we  found  decidedly  cum- 
bersome. 

14  Our  borrowers  also  objected  to  the  care 
of  two  cards."  ELLA  M.  SAUER. 

Newton  Free  Library.     "  I  think  the  whole  ques- 
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tion  of  one  or  two  cards  depends  on  the  system 
of  charging  in  practice  in  the  given  library. 

"  Since  according  to  our  method  we  depend 
on  the  borrower's  card,  when  the  book  is  re- 
turned, for  knowing  the  date  upon  which  the 
book  was  issued,  and  2d,  since  more  than  half 
our  circulation  is  through  agency-delivery,  we 
find  it  almost  a  necessity  to  use  two  cards  in- 
stead of  one. 

"  But  where  the  date  of  issue  is  stamped  on 
the  book  I  should  say  the  advantages  of  one 
card  were  decidedly  greater  than  those  of  two. 

"  The  chief  objection  to  two  cards,  especially 
where  you  have  a  fiction  restriction,  is  that  the 
borrower  comes  with  the  card  which  has  the 
restriction  on  it,  and  wishes  for  the  book  of 
fiction,  perhaps  assuring  you  that  the  book  al- 
ready out  is  not  fiction.  Then  again,  two 
cards  are  an  annoyance  to  the  borrower." 
E.  P.  THURSTON. 

Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Ct.  "  In  my  opinion 
one  card  for  two  books  is  probably  more  liable 
to  lead  to  confusion  than  two  cards  for  one 
book  each,  one  being  a  fiction  card,  and  the 
other  a  card  for  other  books.  Borrowers 
sometimes  return  one  of  the  two  books  with- 
out a  card,  necessitating  a  memorandum  slip 
at  the  desk.  Then,  too,  in  changing  from  the 
old  plan,  the  habit  of  stamping  the  vacant 
space  at  the  left  is  so  fixed  with  attendants  that 
mistakes  are  often  made,  and  '  other  works ' 
are  charged  on  the  '  fiction '  side.  Both  these 
sources  of  confusion  would  be  removed  by 
issuing  two  cards,  which  would,  I  think,  mini- 
mize the  chances  of  mistakes,  though  I  have 
not  tried  it,  but  intend  to." 

JONATHAN  TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia  Free  Library.  "  The  two-book 
system  is  a  successful  development  of  the  use 
of  a  free  library,  but  I  am  convinced  that  muih 
confusion  arises  from  the  use  of  two  cards. 
I  just  adopted  the  practice  of  keeping  the  rec- 
ord separate  [in  two  columns].  Amongst 
other  evils  this  led  to  a  great  waste  of  cards, 
for  many  would  fill  up  the  fiction  side  whilst 
only  one-third  of  the  opposite  column  was 
used.  I  have  therefore  abandoned  the  prac- 
tice, and  now  when  a  book  from  the  '  classi- 
fications'  is  taken  out  we  write  after  the  date 
'  C.'  This  works  admirably  in  itself  and  is 
also  very  helpful  in  reducing  the  percentage  of 
fiction.  All  readers  will  have  a  story  book 
but  are  very  glad  to  have  a  '  C  '  book  as  well 
for  more  careful  reading. 

"  If  two  cards  are  used,  readers  perpetually 


leave  one  at  home,  and  as  often  as  not  bring 
the  wrong  one  with  them.  This  leads  to  fric- 
tion and  bad  feeling.  I  cordially  approve  the 
two-book  system  and  believe  the  plan  of  mark- 
ing all  on  one  card  identifying  those  not  fic- 
tion by  '  C  '  meets  all  requirements." 

JOHN  THOMSON. 

Philadelphia  Public  Library.  "  In  issuing  two 
books  on  one  card  we  simply  mark  a  '  C  '  after 
the  date  of  issue.  When  the  novel  is  returned 
the  space  that  is  blank  is  marked,  and  the  space 
marked  '  C '  remains  to  show  that  the  work 
still  out  is  not  a  work  of  fiction.  I  chose  '  C  ' 
because  it  can  be  made  in  shorter  time  than 
any  other  letter.  We  have  had  no  trouble 
whatever  in  keeping  the  records  correct. 

"  I  would  not  advocate  two  cards  because 
of  the  extra  registration  required.  There 
would  also  be  many  cases  in  which  the  extra 
card  would  only  be  used  once  or  twice  and  that 
much  labor  wasted."  T:  L.  MONTGOMERY. 

Quincy  {III.)  Free  Public  Library.  "  One  card 
only  is  used.  No  difficulty  is  found,  for  if  the 
cards  and  books  in  a  family  get  mixed,  the 
book  can  be  discharged  from  the  date  of  loan 
stamped  in  the  back.  It  was  found  best  when 
two  books  outside  fiction  were  given  out  to 
charge  each  in  a  separate  column;  then  there 
would  be  no  confusion  from  dating  stamp 
stamping  irregularly,  and  the  fact  that  two 
books  are  out  can  be  more  readily  seen  than  if 
both  books  had  been  charged  in  the  same  col- 
umn." JOHN  G.  MOULTON. 

Reuben  Hoar  Library,  Littleton,  Mass.  One 
card  with  date  stamped  twice  if  two  books  are 
taken,  and  call-number  of  fiction,  or  class-mark 
(Dewey)  of  others,  written  in  return  column. 

Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass.  "  I  have 
tried  the  two-book  system  only  a  few  weeks, 
but  as  the  method  employed  works  well,  I  will 
explain  it  to  you. 

"So  many  of  our  books  are  sent  in  baskets 
to  the  different  villages  that  of  necessity  two 
cards  are  needed. 

"  Our  stock  of  cards  is  large,  so  we  use  the 
same  cards  for  the  extra  card,  stamping  them 
at  the  top  '  Special  card.  Not  for  fiction.'  The 
extra  card  has  the  same  number,  thus  doing 
away  with  the  necessity  of  a  second  applica- 
tion. To  avoid  confusion,  on  the  charging 
slip  we  add  an  '  S '  (for  special)  to  the  card 
no.,  to  be  sure  which  book  is  charged  on  the 
'  special  card,'  for  no  one  is  obliged  to  borrow 
fiction  on  either." 

CAROLINE  A.  BLANCHARD. 


,  '95] 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


171 


Water  town  Free  Public  Library.  One  card.  Date 
of  issue  stamped  in  blue  and  call-mark  written 
in  return  column.  Charge  cancelled  by  date 
of  return  stamped  in  red. 

Wilmington  Institute  Free  Library.  "  We  sim- 
ply apply  the  same  principle  to  ordinary  cards 
that  we  have  been  using  upon  '  teachers' cards' 
(and  in  fact  for  any  two-volume  book);  and 
we  find  that  it  works  perfectly  satisfactory. 
We  could  not  be  induced  to  use  a  second  card, 
for  people  would  be  constantly  getting  them 
mixed,  and  so  make  us  interminable  troubles 
and  disputes. 

"  We  use  our  borrowers'  cards  thus:  In  the 
'  Loaned  '  space  we  stamp  the  date,  and  in 
the  '  Returned '  column  we  put  the  accession 
number  of  the  volume,  drawing  a  line  lightly 
through  the  number  representing  the  volume 
'not  fiction.'  This  is  important.  When  the 
book  is  returned  we  stamp  the  date  over  the 
accession  number,  and  this  closes  the  account. 
The  accession  number  is  the  surest  perfect 
designation  of  the  book,  for  in  our  system  it 
can  belong  to  but  one  single  '  piece  '  (volume); 
no  other  can  ever  get  that  number. 

"  When  we  charge  two  volumes  of  fiction, 
each  volume  is  charged  on  a  separate  line,  and 
counts  as  but  'one  book'  in  the  two-book 
scheme."  A.  W.  TYLER. 

Henry  /.  Carr,  Scranton,  Pa.,  Public  Library. 
"  According  to  your  note  in  L.  j.  you  are  in- 
vestigating the  '  two-book  '  issue  subject. 

"  I  have  no  experience  of  exactly  that 
nature  to  report,  but  have  had  considerable 
in  the  matter  of  issuing  six  or  more  books  at 
a  time  on  teachers'  cards.  Also  (at  St. 
Joseph),  in  making  extra  issues  on  all  cards, 
for  a  small  fee.  In  none  of  those  instances 
have  I  ever  found  the  least  difficulty  in  get- 
ting along  with  one  card  in  each  case. 

"Just  make  the  extra  charges  on  as  many 
additional  lines  of  the  borrower's  card  as  are 
required  for  the  purpose,  and  as  many  corre- 
sponding stamps  in  the  '  loaned  '  column  as 
there  are  books  issued,  and  the  deed  is  done. 

"  It  sometimes  proves  a  convenience  and 
safeguard  to  pencil  the  particular  book  num- 
bers in  the  '  returned'  column  and  then  stamp 
over  them  afterwards,  as  each  respective  book 
is  brought  in  ;  it  is  not  actually  necessary  to 
do  so  in  the  book-slip  charging  method  like 
yours,  however. 

"  As  the  cards  are  thus  used  up  faster,  you 
will  find  it  desirable  to  have  smaller  spaces, 
and  more  of  them,  on  each  card,  than  has 


been  the  case  in  the  latest  cards  of  the  Salem 
P.  L.  that  I  have  seen.  Say  like  Stetson's, 
at  New  Haven,  or  ours  here  at  Scranton. 

"So  much  for  the  'technics,'  and  now  for 
the  principle  itself. 

"  Mr.  Bolton  last  year,  and  Mr.  Tyler  this 
year,  both  urge  the  scheme  very  plausibly, 
but  I  am  not  a  convert  to  it.  I  am  not 
especially  conservative,  nor  at  all  inclined  to 
restrict  the  use  of  the  library,  but  still,  I  fail 
to  see  the  particular  merit  in  holding  out  the 
idea  that  because  people  will  read  fiction  they 
may,  as  a  sort  of  premium,  also  take  an  ad- 
ditional volume  of  some  other  class. 

"According  to  my  knowledge  of  readers' 
ways,  those  seeking  'light  reading'  want 
that  and  that  alone,  as  a  rule;  and  have  small 
occasion  for  taking  more  than  one  book  at  a 
time,  save  to  escape  coming  to  the  library  so 
often.  Those  who  take  more  to  '  solid  read- 
ing,' on  the  contrary,  frequently  want  more 
than  one  book  at  a  time  on  the  same  subject, 
and  justly  so  ;  and  so  they  borrow  cards  of 
others  in  the  family  and  of  the  neighbors. 

"  Therefore,  I  think  that  if  I  were  to  try 
the  '  two-book '  system  it  would  be  prefer- 
ably under  a  rule  that  all  cardholders  might 
take  two  books  at  a  time  of  anything  except 
fiction,  but  only  one  of  fiction.  By  so  doing, 
I  believe  that  we  should  be  giving  real  en- 
couragement in  the  right  direction,  and  not, 
as  is  possibly  done  under  the  other  plan, 
merely  tempting  studious  readers  to  take  also 
a  volume  of  fiction  so  as  to  enjoy  full  priv- 
ileges, same  as  others. 

,"  Access  to  the  shelves  is  a  far  better  sys- 
tem, according  to  my  judgment,  but  that  takes 
room  and  special  provisions  which  so  many  of 
our  buildings  as  now  constructed  cannot  give." 
George  Watson  Cole,  Jersey  City  Fret  Public 
Library.  "  We  have  not  yet  adopted  the 
two-book  system,  as  we  have  preferred  to 
wait  until  experience  shall  have  settled  the 
best  method.  From  my  present  view  of  the 
case  I  should  be  in  favor  of  two  cards,  purely 
from  an  economical  standpoint.  We  pay  for 
our  borrowers'  cards,  which  are  printed  on 
extra  fine  stock,  $55  for  10,000. 

"The  two-book  system  on  a  single  card,  I 
think,  would  be  wasteful  for  us,  and  with 
two  cards  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  standard 
reading  or  classed  card  would  often  be  left  at 
home,  and  the  borrower  would  use  only  the 
fiction  card." 
Frank  P.  Hill,  Newark,  N.  /.,  Free  Public 
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Library.  "  I  will  give  you  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  seem  to  beset  the  path  of  any 
large  library  that  attempts  to  introduce  the 
two-book  system  : 

"  One  catd  —  two  books  : 
"A  —  Receiving  desk.  —  Trouble  on  the  re- 
ceiving side  of  the  desk,  from  getting  books 
mixed  when  four  or  five  are  placed  on  the 
counter  at  once.  Many  books  would  be  found 
without  cards,  and  delay  would  be  caused  in 
getting  the  right  book  with  the  right  cards. 
This  difficulty  might  perhaps  be  overcome  if 
persons  had  to  get  in  line  as  they  do  in  banks 
before  being  served. 

"  B — Delivery  desk.  —  Confusion  on  deliv- 
ery side  of  desk,  as  only  one  book  would  have 
a  card  in,  and  as  often  happens,  the  books  are 
returned  by  some  one  who  would  not  know 
whether  one  or  two  books  were  wanted.  One 
book  having  been  charged,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  hold  it  until  the  other  had  been 
charged  before  calling  the  applicant's  name, 
otherwise  many  books  would  be  lying  on  the 
desk  without  card  or  claimant. 

"C  —  Registration   desk.  —  i.  As   soon   as 
one  side  of  the  card  is  filled  out,  both  books 
must  be  returned  before  a  new  card  can  be 
issued.    2.  In  case  of  a  lost  card,  the  reader  is 
deprived  of  both  classes  of  books  until  the  ex- 
piration of  seven,  or  10,  or  20  days  usually  re- 
quired by  libraries  before  issuing  a  new  card. 
"  Two  cards  —  two  books  : 
"  i.  More  danger  of  mixing  the  books  and 
cards  than  when  only  one  card  is  used,  and 
of  course,  as  long  as  the  difficulty  continued 
the  reader  would  be  the  loser,  inasmuch  as 
he  would  be  deprived  of  his  card  or  cards. 

"2.  Should  the  reader  report,  accidentally 
or  otherwise,  the  wrong  card  lost,  he  migh 
be  using  two  fiction  cards,  or  two  which  wouk 
entitle  him  to  books  in  both  classes.  Unti 
both  cards  should  be  returned  at  the  same 
time,  the  attendant  at  the  delivery  desk  wouU 
not  discover  the  error. 

"  Possibly  it  is  practicable  to  have  a  sepa 
rate  desk  for  readers  using  the  two  books 
because  it  would  always  happen  that  some 
would  not  care  for  more  than  a  fiction  card. 

"  In  spite  of  difficulties,  I  am  going  to  tr; 
the  scheme,  and  am  greatly  in  favor  (for  us 
of  the  two-cards  system.  For  a  large  librar 
it  seems  the  best.  One  can  readily  see  tha 
difficulties  might  appear  in  a  large  librar 
which  would  not  be  taken  into  account  in 
smaller  institution." 


CO-OPERATION   IN   THE    CATALOGING 
OF  SCIENTIFIC   LITERATURE. 

THE  following  communication  from  the  com- 
mittee on  library  of  Franklin  Institute,  Phila- 
elphia,  has  been  transmitted  by  the  committee 
o  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  in  reply  to  the 
ircular  issued  by  the  Society  asking  comment 
nd  suggestion  on  its  proposed  plan  for  the  com- 
rehensive  indexing  of  scientific  literature.  The 
ircular  of  the  Royal  Society  was  sent  out  in 
Vfarch,  1894,  and  the  communication  of  the  In- 
titule committee  was  made  in  the  autumn  of 
894. 

PHILADELPHIA,  October  8,  1894. 
To  the  Pretident  of  tht  Royal  Society. 

SIR  :  Your  valued  communication  addressed 
o  the  president  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  sug- 
gesting the  desirability  of  international  co-opera- 
ion  in  the  compiling  of  a  catalog  of  scientific 
iterature,  was  duly  laid  before  the  Institute  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  library  with  pow- 
er to  act.  In  framing  a  reply,  the  committee 
inds  itself  deeply  impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance and  magnitude  of  the  problem  submitted. 

Scarcely  less  evident  than  the  value  of  a  thor- 
oughly satisfactory  catalog  or  index  of  the  kind 
suggested  is,  in  our  estimation,  the  necessity  of 
international  co-operation  in  the  work  of  prepar- 
ing it,  and  while,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
we  are  not  in  the  position  to  suggest  a  method  for 
carrying  this  into  effect,  we  can  hardly  doubt 
that  such  co-operation  is  feasible.  We  are,  how- 
ever, inclined  to  doubt  whether  even  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  learned  societies  of  the  world  would 
be  sufficient  for  the  task  in  its  entirety,  and 
whether  these  societies  would  not  find  it  neces- 
sary to  call  in  the  aid  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments. 

We  feel  that  such  a  work,  in  order  to  fill  the 
demands  which  even  our  present  conditions 
make  upon  it,  to  say  nothing  of  those  of  the  near 
future,  must  be  vastly  more  comprehensive  than 
any  existing  publications  of  which  we  are  aware, 
not  even  excepting  the  admirable  work  now  being 
conducted  by  your  own  Society. 

To  attain  such  degrees  of  utility,  however, 
would  require  the  expenditure  of  an  enormous 
amount  of  labor  ;  and  it  is,  of  course,  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  the  work  should  be  thor- 
oughly and  wisely  planned  before  any  steps  are 
taken  in  its  actual  prosecution. 

Your  suggestion  that  the  work  begin  with 
January  i,  1900,  seems  therefore  to  be  a  very 
fitting  one,  though  we  would  prefer  January  I, 
1901,  the  beginning  of  the  new  century;  for  we 
believe  that  the  time  intervening  between  the 
present  and  that  date  will  be  found  none  too 
long  for  the  necessary  deliberations  and  for  the 
perfecting  of  the  arrangements  ;  but  we  think  it 
is  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  after  the  work  has 
been  properly  inaugurated,  it^should  be  made  to 
embrace  all  the  literature  which  shall  have  ap- 
peared prior  to  the  date  named. 

One  of  the  vexing  questions  in  connection  with 
such  an  undertaking  is  that  of  the  frequency  of 
the  issue  of  the  catalog.  For  use  by  active 
workers  in  any  line,  in  these  days  of  rapid  prog- 
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ress,  the  catalog  should,  of  course,  be  issued  at 
short  intervals,  not  exceeding,  vie  think,  one 
year,  and  the  catalog  for  such  a  period  should 
appear,  say,  within  a  month  or  two  of  the  close 
of  such  period  ;  but  this  at  once  brings  up  the 
question  as  to  how  the  various  annual  parts  or 
issues  shall  be  arranged  from  time  to  time,  in 
order  that  the  seeker  for  information  may  not  be 
required  to  look  through  too  great  a  number  of 
issues. 

This  suggests  the  advisability  of  maintaining 
in,  say,  a  dozen  or  more  of  the  principal  centres 
of  learning  of  the  world  a  complete  catalog  in 
the  form  of  a  great  card  index,  which  could  be 
kept  constantly  up  to  date  and  always  perfectly 
arranged,  and  from  which  information  could  at 
any  time  be  promptly  obtained  by  correspond- 
ence. From  this  an  abstract  might  be  annually 
made  for  publications. 

Another  serious  problem  is  that  of  the  best 
method  of  arranging  the  catalog.  That  a  cata- 
log of  authors'  names  alone  is  thoroughly  in- 
adequate for  the  purpose  in  view  is,  we  think, 
self-evident,  and  it  is  our  opinion  that,  in 
framing  the  catalog,  attention  should  be  given 
not  merely  to  the  titles  of  papers,  but  to  the 
material  contained  in  them,  and  that  this  ma- 
terial should  be  thoroughly  cataloged  under  the 
various  headings  which  it  embraces;  for  instance, 
a  paper  describing  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
would  almost  necessarily  deal  separately  with 
the  foundations  and  with  the'  substructure  and 
superstructure,  to  say  nothing  of  many  matters 
of  detail  connected  with  each  of  these  three  di- 
visions; and  very  valuable  experimental  data 
upon  such  matters  of  detail  must  be  lost  to  the 
profession  if  such  a  paper  is  indexed  by  title 
only. 

Another  question,  and  one  suggested  by  the 
desirability  of  publishing  in  such  form  that  those 
portions  of  the  catalog  which  pertain  to  any 
particular  branch  of  science  might  be  obtained 
separately,  is  that  as  to  the  relative  advantages 
of  an  alphabetical  and  of  a  rational  arrange- 
ment. We  believe  that  it  would  be  found  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impracticable,  to  adhere  to  a  strictly 
alphabetical  arrangement,  and  that  the  indexer 
always  finds  himself  confronted  with  the  ques- 
tion as  to  how  far  he  shall  follow  either  one  of 
these  two  methods. 

That  the  catalog  should  be  so  extended  that 
it  will  cover  not  only  periodical  literature,  but 
that  appearing  in  book  form,  is,  of  course,  most 
desirable,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  difficulty 
of  doing  so  will  not  be  found  insurmountable. 

In  the  proposed  catalog  the  titles  of  works 
would  no  doubt  be  given  in  their  respective  lan- 
guages, as  in  the  catalog  prepared  by  your  so- 
ciety. This  being  the  case,  the  question  of  lan- 
guages is,  perhaps,  a  subordinate  ono,  and  one 
referring  rather  to  the  arrangement  of  the  cata- 
log than  to  the  titles  Included  in  it. 

In  a  strictly  alphabetical  catalog  this  question 
would  scarcely  arise  at  all,  unless,  indeed,  it 
should  be  proposed  to  translate  all  the  titles 
into  some  one  given  language,  which,  we  think, 
would  scarcely  be  justified,  as  those  who  cannot 
read  the  title  in  the  original  would  derive  but 
little  benefit  from  consulting  the  work  itself. 


Under  the  circumstances,  this,  our  reply  to 
your  first  communication  upon  the  subject,  must, 
at  the  best,  be  tentative  in  the  extreme,  but  we 
may  at  least  express  the  hope  that  your  sugges- 
tion may  receive  the  hearty  support  which  it 
deserves,  and  that  we  may  be  granted  the  favor 
of  taking  part  in  the  further  discussion  of  the 
subject. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  the  Committee  on 
Library  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

[Signed.]  W.  P.  TATHAM,  Chairman. 


LAVISH    GIFTS    TO    COLUMBIA 
COLLEGE. 

AT  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  trus- 
tees of  Columbia  College,  held  May  6,  it  was 
formally  announced  that  President  Setb  Low 
had  given  $1,000,000  for  the  erection  of  the 
library  building  on  the  new  site  of  Columbia 
on  Morningside  Heights.  At  the  same  time 
announcement  was  made  that  W:  C.  Schermer- 
horn,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees,  had 
offered  to  be  responsible  for  the  erection  of 
another  college  building  —  either  the  natural 
science  building  or  any  other  building  that  the 
trustees  might  select  —  at  a  cost  of  $300,000  ; 
and  that  F.  Augustus  Schermerhorn  had  formally 
presented  to  the  college  the  "  Townsend  library 
of  national,  state,  and  individual  war  records," 
together  with  the  sum  of  $4000  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  indexing  the  collection. 

The  library  will  be  erected  by  Mr.  Low  as  a 
memorial  to  his  father,  the  late  Abiel  Abbott 
Low.  "  a  merchant  who  taught  his  son  to  value 
the  things  for  which  Columbia  stands."  In 
making  his  offer  President  Low  stated  that  it 
was  his  desire  that  his  gift  should  be  made  the 
means  of  extending  college  privileges  to  some 
of  the  boys  and  girls  of  his  native  city,  Brook- 
lyn, by  the  establishment  of  twelve  Brooklyn 
scholarships  for  boys  at  Columbia  and  an  equal 
number  for  girls  at  Barnard.  He  also  desired 
that  eight  university  scholarships,  to  be  known 
as  the  President's  university  scholarships,  be 
established.  To  these  wishes  the  trustees  will- 
ingly assented,  and  resolutions  of  appreciation 
and  acceptance  of  the  offer  in  its  entirety  were 
at  once  adopted. 

The  plans  for  the  library  building  of  Colum- 
bia were  prepared  in  the  autumn  of  1894,  and 
have  already  been  described  in  the  JOURNAL  (L.  j. 
19:  379-380).  The  library  is  to  be  the  chief 
and  centre  of  the  noble  group  of  buildings  with 
which  Columbia  proposes  to  crown  its  beautiful 
new  site  ;  it  was  designed  by  McKim,  Mead  & 
White,  and  its  cost  was  estimated,  at  the  time 
the  plans  were  made  public,  as  about  $750,000. 
President  Low's  magnificent  gift  will  permit 
of  its  establishment  on  the  broadest  and  most 
permanent  basis,  and  will  give  to  Columbia 
probably  the  finest  library  structure  possessed 
by  any  American  university.  Mr.  Schermer- 
horn's  gift  of  another  college  building  leaves 
three  more  buildings  to  be  provided  for  —  a 
dining-hall,  a  university  theatre,  and  a  gym- 
nasium —  and  these  the  trustees  hope  will  also 
be  erected  by  private  generosity. 
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The  gift  made  by  F.  Augustus  Schermerhorn 
is  as  unique  as  it  is  curious.  The  "  Townsend 
library  of  war  records,"  as  is  generally  known  by 
librarians,  consists  of  an  immense  collection  of 
newspaper  and  other  printed  scraps  referring  to 
the  civil  war.  Its  compilation  was  begun  six 
months  before  the  war  broke  out,  and  has  been 
continued  to  the  present  time.  The  main  work 
consists  of  89  large  ledger-like  volumes  of  some 
600  pages  each,  or  in  all  53,400  pages,  and 
213,600  columns,  in  which  are  pasted  an  enor- 
mous mass  of  clippings  relating  to  matters 
and  persons  connected  with  the  war.  Cuttings 
from  newspapers,  magazines  and  printed  ad- 
dresses, In  fact  from  everything  that  gives  infor- 
mation about  the  war  and  the  actors  in  it,  make 
up  the  "records."  Most  of  the  newspapers  of 
the  country  have  been  searched,  and  every  col- 
umn, paragraph  or  item  that  could  give  the 
information  desired  has  been  cut  out  and  pasted 
in  the  ledgers.  The  result  is  an  enormous  mass 
of  information,  otherwise  inaccessible,  but  so 
cumbersome  as  to  be  absolutely  useless  had  not 
the  compiler  furnished  an  elaborate  key  to  the 
whole.  This  key  Mr.  Townsend  has  prepared 
in  an  "  encyclopaedia,"  comprised  in  31  volumes 
of  1300  pages  each,  in  which  the  clippings  in 
the  main  volumes  are  summarized  and  grouped 
alphabetically  according  to  subject,  while  refer- 
ences are  made  to  the  original  clippings.  An 
index  to  the  "encyclopaedia"  completes  the 
work,  and  this  has  not  yet  been  completed, 
though  its  compiler  has  pledged  himself  to 
have  it  finished  before  June  i,  1895.  The 
Townsend  collection  has  been  offered  for  sale 
for  some  years  past  and  its  purchase  by  Con- 
gress has  been  frequently  suggested. 


SIAMESE   BOOKS    FOR  AMERICAN 
LIBRARIES. 

His  Majesty  Somdetch  Paramindr  Maha  Chu- 
lalonkorn  Phra  Chula  Chom  Klao,  king  of  Siam, 
in  commemoration  of  the  25th  anniversary  of  his 
reign,  recently  celebrated,  has  presented  sets  of 
the  "  Tripitaka "  to  a  number  of  American 
libraries.  The  "  Tripitaka"  are  the  sacred  writ- 
ings of  the  Southern  Buddhists,  and  each  set 
comprises  39  volumes.  The  books  are  printed 
in  coarse  Siamese  type,  on  smoky  Eastern  paper, 
with  paragraphs  indented  at  the  right-hand 
margin  of  the  page,  the  lines  reading  from  side 
to  side,  instead  of  vertically  as  is  the  case  with 
Chinese  and  Japanese  books.  They  are  bound 
in  yellow  leather  and  inside  the  cover  is  an  in- 
scription, printed  in  Siamese,  English,  French, 
and  German,  and  surmounted  by  the  Siamese 
royal  crest,  stating  that  the  edition  was  published 
by  order  of  the  king  and  is  presented  to  the  li- 
brary receiving  it  in  commemoration  of  the  25th 
anniversary  of  his  ascension  to  the  throne. 
Among  the  libraries  receiving  the  "  Tripitaka  " 
are  those  of  Harvard  University,  Drury  Col- 
lege, Princeton  College,  University  of  Michigan, 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Detroit  Public 
Library, 


MAKING  THE  MOST    OF  PERIODICALS. 

THE  Los  Angeles  Public  Library,  in  1894,  cir- 
culated for  home  use  10,475  copies  of  current 
magazines,  forming  20  per  cent,  of  the  total 
circulation.  Twenty-six  of  the  leading  period- 
icals are  thus  issued,  from  one  to  26  copies 
of  each  being  in  circulation  for  a  period  of 
four  days  for  current  numbers  and  one  week 
for  back  numbers.  Nor  is  their  usefulness  at 
an  end  when  all  are  no  longer  needed  for  circu- 
lation. Miss  Kelso  says  :  "  The  copies  that  are 
not  needed  for  binding  are  filed  away,  some  to 
replace  worn-out  circulating  copies,  while  others 
are  taken  apart,  the  illustrations  cut  out,  sorted, 
and  mounted  on  gray  bristol  board,  forming  in- 
valuable collections  of  pictures  for  teaching  ge- 
ography, history,  literature,  and  mythology,  be- 
sides being  samples  of  the  modern  school  of 
illustrators  and  artists. 

"  The  articles  are  sorted  into  classified  groups 
which  are  sewed  together,  some  for  school,  some 
for  library  use,  some  for  the  hospitals,  etc.  The 
comic  pictures  and  advertisement  pages  are  sent 
to  the  social  settlements,  and  to  kindergartens 
for  scrap-books.  For  all-around  usefulness,  at- 
tractiveness, and  satisfaction,  the  magazines 
which  are  duplicated  for  home  use  are  unsur- 
passed. There  is  no  trouble  in  securing  volun- 
teers for  the  cutting  of  pictures,  for  collectors  of 
like  material  will  gladly  exchange  work  for  pic- 
tures. The  report  of  the  teachers  on  the  use  of 
this  material  in  the  school-room  is  a  general  cry 
for  more." 


THE  LINOTYPE  AT  THE  BOSTON  PUB- 
LIC LIBRARY. 

IT  has  been  proposed  to  use  the  linotype  for  the 
cataloging  of  the  library,  now  that  it  is  safely 
housed  in  the  new  building.  The  Weekly  Tran- 
script says  :  "As  soon  as  the  new  Public  Library 
building  on  Copley  square  is  ready  for  complete 
occupation,  work  will  be  begun,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  trustees,  upon  the  gigantic  task  of 
making  a  complete  catalog  of  the  books  in  the 
library,  to  be  printed  in  bound  volumes  and 
offered  for  sale  to  the  public.  Of  course,  the 
work  will  be  one  of  many  years.  It  will  be  done 
by  means  of  the  Mergenthaler  machines,  or  lino- 
types. The  trustees  will  own  these  machines, 
and  employ  their  own  workmen  to  operate  them. 
A  room  has  already  been  set  apart  for  this  pur- 
pose—  the  large  room  immediately  to  the  right 
of  the  Boylston  street  entrance,  on  the  ground 
floor,  adjacent  to  the  bookbindery. 

"The  linotypes  which  are  to  be  used  will  be 
furnished  with  a  much  fuller  case  of  types  than 
that  which  suffices  for  newspaper  work.  This, 
of  course,  is  made  necessary  by  the  greater  need 
for  variety  in  the  types  and  technical  signs 
needed.  The  most  improved  machines  have  been 
ordered,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  in 
every  way  suited  for  the  library's  work. 

"The  new  system  will  be  more  economical 
than  the  present  one,  as  well  as  more  advanta- 
geous. The  slugs  which  the  linotype  sets  will 
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be  filed  away  in  alphabetical  order,  after  the 
cards  have  been  printed  from  them.  In  a  few 
months  the  cards  for  the  card  catalog  will  be 
thus  printed,  and  the  slugs  filed  away.  In  a  year 
or  two  it  will  be  possible  to  issue  a  complete  list 
of  all  the  books  added  during  that  period.  At 
the  same  time  the  linotypes  will  be  busy  reprint- 
Ing  the  titles  of  the  main  collection — all  the 
books  which  have  been  added  since  the  founding 
of  the  library.  Thus  the  linotype  catalog  will 
be  perpetually  kept  up  to  date,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  is  gradually  pushed  back  to  include  all 
previous  additions.  At  the  end  of  a  term  of  years 
a  day  will  be  reached  when  it  will  be  possible  to 
print  the  complete  catalog  of  the  entire  library. 
There, is  no  large  library  in  the  world  which  has 
succeeded  in  doing  this  in  book  form.  That  the 
library  should  own  its  machines  and  operate  them 
on  this  great  scale  is  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rich- 
ards, of  the  board  of  trustees." 


AMHERST  SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

THE  season  of  1895  will  open  on  July  I  for 
the  usual  session  of  five  weeks,  conducted  by 
W:  I.  Fletcher,  librarian  of  Amherst  College. 
There  are  no  special  requirements  for  ad  mis 
sion  to  this  course,  but  applicants  will  be  ex- 
pected to  have  had  a  reasonably  thorough  edu- 
cation, and  to  show  some  special  aptitude  for 
work  among  books.  This  brief  course  of  study 
cannot  be  expected  to  fit  one  to  secure  imme- 
diate remunerative  employment,  but  it  will  add 
considerably  to  the  claims  one  can  make  for  such 
employment.  It  is  especially  adapted  to  pro- 
vide persons  already  engaged  in  library  work, 
but  who  have  had  no  special  training,  with  the 
means  of  improving  their  work  and  bringing  it 
into  accord  with  the  well  recognized  standards, 
qualifying  them  at  the  same  time  for  promotion 
to  better  positions. 

Instruction  will  be  given  daily  (except  Sat- 
urday) Irom  10  to  12  a.m.,  in  the  form  of  practi- 
cal lectures  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  in  which  the  whole 
field  of  library  work  will  be  gone  over.  The 
class  will  be  furnished  with  necessary  blanks, 
etc.,  and  required  to  go  through  with  each  proc- 
ess as  it  is  described.  The  class  will  be  conducted 
as  one  of  beginners,  no  previous  knowledge  of 
library  work  being  expected.  At  the  same  time 
care  will  be  taken  to  make  the  work  at  each 
stage  so  thorough  as  to  be  of  use  to  those  who 
are  already  possessed  of  the  mere  rudiments. 
Cutter's  "Rules  for  cataloging"  is  used  as  a 
text-book,  and  intending  members  of  the  class 
will  be  supplied  with  copies  in  advance  on  appli- 
cation to  Mr.  Fletcher.  The  class  will  also 
meet  afternoons  from  two  to  four  o'clock,  for 
practice  in  various  forms  of  library  work,  ac- 
cording to  the  needs  of  the  different  pupils. 

The  fee  for  this  course  is  placed  at  $12.00. 
Special  arrangements  will  be  made  to  accommo- 
date any  pupils  who  may  wish  to  do  more  than 
that  of  the  regular  class,  and  additional  tuition 
will  be  given  at  moderate  rates.  Full  informa- 
tion as  to  all  details  of  the  course  may  be  ob- 
tained from  Mr.  Fletcher  on  application. 


American  Cibrarg  Association. 

INTERNATIONAL    CONFERENCE    OF   A.   L.  A. 
AND  L.  A.  U.  K. 

THE  executive  board  of  the  A.  L.  A.  sends 
the  following  statement  of  its  action  regarding 
a  proposed  international  conference  at  Linden 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  the  L.  A.  U.  K.: 

In  the  closing  hours  of  the  Lake  Placid  con- 
ference an  invitation  was  received  from  the  L. 
A.  U.  K.  to  join  with  them  in  an  international 
conference  in  London  In  1895.  An  intimation 
of  this  came  by  cable  the  previous  day,  and  was 
laid  before  the  association.  A  motion  to  in- 
struct the  executive  board  to  arrange  for  the 
1895  conference  at  some  point  accessible  to  the 
seashore,  to  be  followed  by  an  excursion  to 
England  to  attend  the  proposed  international 
conference,  was  voted  down,  and  Denver  was 
selected  as  the  place  of  meeting  for  1895.  (Set 
Conf.  Proceed.,  p.  163.)  When  the  invitation 
came,  on  the  following  day,  a  motion  passed 
referring  the  matter  to  the  executive  board, 
coupled  with  instructions  to  say  that  the  invita- 
tion had  been  received  with  pleasure,  but  too 
late  to  be  accepted  for  1895;  that  a  large  delega- 
tion have  signified  their  intention  of  attending  a 
meeting  in  London,  if  it  can  be  fixed  for  1896. 
(See  Conf.  Proceed.,  p.  171.) 

In  considering  this  matter  the  executive  board 
saw  at  once  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  un- 
dertake to  hold  successful  conferences  in  suc- 
cessive years  in  places  so  distant  as  Denver 
and  London.  Few  librarians  could  afford  the 
time  and  expense  of  attending  both.  The 
result  would  be  that  Eastern  librarians  hav- 
ing in  contemplation  the  London  trip  would 
not  go  to  Denver;  while  librarians  of  the  Mid- 
dle West  who  might  go  to  Denver  would  hardly 
feel  able  to  go  to  London  the  following  year. 
Between  this  upper  and  nether  millstone  the  A. 
L.  A.  would  be  a  decided  sufferer. 

Accordingly,  it  was  agreed  that  in  responding 
to  the  invitation  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.,  while  ex- 
pressing cordial  appreciation  of  the  same  and 
regret  that  it  could  not  be  accepted,  the  sug- 
gestion be  made  that  negotiations  should  be 
opened  looking  to  the  selection  of  a  date  for  an 
international  meeting  that  would  be  mutually 
agreeable  to  both  associations,  and  that  the 
whole  correspondence  be  laid  before  the  Denver 
conference.  A  letter  to  this  effect  was  prepared 
and  properly  authenticated,  and  was 'duly  for- 
warded to  the  secretary  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  No 
response  has  been  received,  nor  any  acknowledg- 
ment of  its  receipt. 

Thus  the  matter  stands  at  the  present  time. 
The  executive  board  will  not  undertake  to  ar- 
range for  a  London  meeting  in  1896,  but  will 
refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  association  when 
it  meets  in  Denver.  If  then  the  association 
votes  for  an  international  conference  In  1896,  it 
will  do  so  with  deliberation. 

fH.  M.  UTLBY,  President. 
Executive     1  FRANK  P.  HILL,  Secretary. 
Committee.    ]  GEO.  WATSON  COLE,  Treasurer. 
[  MARY  S.  CUTLER  *d  Vice-Prts. 
].  N.  LARKED,  ex-President. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  A.  L.  A.  CATALOG. 

AT  the  meeting  of  the  executive  board  in 
September,  1894,  it  was  voted  unanimously  to 
make  one  of  the  features  of  the  Denver  meet- 
ing the  discussion  of  a  list  of  books,  supple- 
menting the  catalog  of  the  A.  L.  A.  library. 
Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler  was  named  as  the  chairman 
of  a  committee  to  have  the  matter  in  charge, 
with  power  to  select  the  rest  of  the  committee. 

It  stands  as  follows  : 

MARY  S.  CUTLER,  Chairman. 

On  Section  &£***\  FREDE^cS.CRUNDEN, 
of  A.  L.  A.  Library.  }  CARQLINE  M>  HEWINS, 
REUBEN  G.  THWAITES, 
GEORGE  T.  LITTLE, 
GARDNER  M.  JONES. 


Nero  fork  Slate  Cibrarg  School. 

LIBRARY  SCHOOL  HANDBOOK. 

HANDBOOK  No.  7  (April,  1895),  issued  by  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  may  be 
called  a  manual  of  the  Library  School.  It  sets 
forth  the  relations  of  the  school  to  the  library 
system  of  New  York  State  and  to  the  A.  L.  A., 
describes  its  origin,  object,  and  development, 
and  outlines  with  some  detail  the  course  and 
expenses,  preliminary  examinations  required, 
methods  of  study,  credentials,  and  degrees. 
Announcement  is  made  of  summer  and  corre- 
spondence courses,  to  be  established,  it  is 
hoped,  in  1896,  and  intended  to  bring  the  facil- 
ities of  the  school  to  librarians  and  assistants 
unable  to  take  the  regular  course.  The  sum- 
mer sessions  of  the  school  will  probably  begin 
about  July  15  each  year  and  last  four  weeks. 
Fees  will  be  only  enough  to  cover  actual  extra 
expenses  caused  by  the  class.  The  correspond- 
ence course  will  comprise  a  definite  outline 
of  study  and  reading,  to  be  pursued  at  home 
under  systematic  guidance,  advice  and  criticism. 
In  both  these  departments  nothing  more  than 
certificates  of  time  spent  and  work  undertaken 
will  be  issued  to  students. 


State  £ibrarji  Ckssaciations. 

PENNSYLVANIA     LIBRARY    CLUB. 

A  SPECIAL  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Li- 
brary Club  was  held  at  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  April  18,  1895. 
The  president,  Mr.  Thomson,  presided. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler,  of  the  Institute  Free  Li- 
brary, Wilmington,  addressed  the  club  on  the 
subject  of  scrap-books.  Mr.  Carr,  of  Scranton, 
Pa.,  then  showed  various  methods  for  filing 
clippings  and  scraps.  A  discussion  on  "  The 
relation  of  libraries  to  schools  "  followed.  A 
pleasant  feature  of  the  meeting  was  the  presence 
of  a  large  number  of  teachers. 

The  club  regrets  that  the  pressure  of  other 
duties  compelled  Mr.  Rigling  to  ask  to  be  re- 
lieved of  the  office  of  secretary-treasurer.  The 
resignation  was  reluctantly  accepted,  and  "  the 
thanks  of  the  club  were  extended  to  Mr.  Alfred 
Rigling  for  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  he 


has  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  at  a  time 
when  the  faithful  performance  of  such  duties  has 
materially  advanced  the  influence  of  the  club." 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Resag,  of  the  Institute  Free 
Library,  was  elected  treasurer,  and  Clarence  S. 
Kates,  librarian  of  Branch  5,  Philadelphia  Pub- 
lic Library,  secretary. 

CLARENCE  SEARS  KATES,  Secretary. 

IOWA  LIBRARY  SOCIETY. 

AT  the  last  session  of  the  Iowa  Library  So- 
ciety, in  December,  1894,  a  paper  was  presented 
by  Miss  Esther  Crawford,  librarian  of  the  Sioux 
City  Public  Library,  urging  the  need  of  a  defi- 
nite system  of  library  work,  and  outlining  "  A 
course  of  study  suited  to  the  needs  of  Iowa  libra- 
rians." It  was  voted,  at  the  same  meeting,  that 
the  course  planned  by  Miss  Crawford  be  adopted 
by  the  society,  subject  to  a  few  changes,  and 
that  the  system,  as  prepared,  be  put  in  operation 
for  1895,  and,  if  successful,  continued  through 
succeeding  years.  The  annual  meeting  of  1895 
will  then  be  chiefly  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  year's  course,  and  to  the  discussion  of  in- 
dividual difficulties. 

A  printed  circular  has  been  issued  by  the  so- 
ciety and  distributed  to  all  Iowa  librarians  inter- 
ested, which  sets  forth,  as  follows,  the  need 
of  the  proposed  course  and  what  it  is  hoped 
may  be  accomplished  :  "  The  importance  of  the 
detail  work  of  a  library  can  be  justly  esti- 
mated only  by  those  who  are  familiar  with 
it ;  those  who  have  tested  its  possibilities,  and 
are  prepared  to  appreciate  its  demands.  This 
work  is  quite  as  important  to  a  library  as  is 
the  mass  of  details  appertaining  to  the  con- 
duct of  a  commercial  establishment  to  the  busi- 
ness man,  and  the  necessity  of  applying  to  it 
the  same  systematic  principles  which  obtain  in 
the  business  world  is  self-evident.  The  various 
schools  of  library  economy  which  have  been 
established  within  the  past  few  years  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country  give  systematic  train- 
ing in  details,  the  full  courses  covering  a  period 
of  two  years.  These  schools  are,  however,  for 
the  most  part,  located  in  the  Eastern  states,  at 
a  distance  from  Iowa  librarians  which  prac- 
tically precludes  their  attendance  on  account  of 
the  expense  involved,  even  if  the  necessary 
time  could  be  spared  from  their  duties.  The 
need,  therefore,  of  some  plan  by  which  the 
librarians  of  Iowa  may  secure  for  themselves 
the  necessary  training!  within  their  own  state 
seems  unquestionable.  The  only  question  is  as 
to  the  best  method  of  reaching  the  desired  result. 

"  The  library  work  of  the  state  is  growing  in 
importance  year  by  year.  The  standard  of  qual- 
ification is  being  raised,  and  the  need  of  techni- 
cal training  for  the  work  is  constantly  increas- 
ing. The  demands  of  the  profession,  the  world 
over,  are  growing  more  stringent,  and  the  libra- 
rians of  Iowa  cannot  afford  to  be  found  unpre- 
pared to  respond  to  these  demands.  In  the 
future,  more  than  in  the  past,  their  tenure  of 
office  will  depend  upon  the  degree  of  their 
qualification.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  is 
something  in  which  every  true  member  of 
the  profession  will  find  cause  for  rejoicing. 
The  point  now  to  be  considered  is,  '  How 
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shall  we  best  meet  the  increasing  require- 
ments ? '  The  need  of  closer  relations  among 
the  different  libraries  of  the  state  is  manifest, 
as  well  as  the  necessity  for  specific  training,  and 
a  course  of  study  in  which  all  the  librarians 
are  interested  will  furnish  a  common  cause,  a 
community  of  interest,  which  will  do  much  to 
promote  the  fraternal  feeling  that  is  so  desirable, 
and  which  will  contribute  largely  to  the  devel- 
opment of  the  library  sentiment  of  the  state. 

"  The  program  of  work  for  the  next  meeting 
of  the  library  association  is  to  be  so  arranged 
that  one-half  the  time  of  the  session  will  be 
given  to  a  review  of  the  year's  study,  in  such 
form  that  the  proceedings  will  partake  of  the 
nature  of  a  normal  institute  session.  The  re- 
view will  be  accompanied  by  exhibits  from  dif- 
ferent libraries  illustrating  the  application  of 
the  various  methods  outlined  in  the  course  of 
study,  and  this  will  unquestionably  prove  a  val- 
uable feature  of  the  session.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  such  a  systematic  course  of  study  as 
is  proposed  will  prove  of  inestimable  value  to 
every  librarian  who  will  take  it  up  and  follow  it 
persistently." 

Accompanying  the  circular  is  an  outline  of  the 
year's  work.  It  covers  "  Accession  and  ac- 
quisition "  and  "  Classification,"  these  subjects 
being  subdivided  into  selection  and  purchase, 
order  department,  mechanical  preparation  of 
books,  and  systems  and  applications  of  classifi- 
cation. Under  each  subdivision  the  routine  of 
study  is  briefly  set  forth.  Carefully  prepared 
lists  of  the  "  General  references  absolutely  nec- 
essary throughout  entire  course  of  study,"  and 
the  "special  references  and  supplies  for  the 
course  of  1895"  are  given,  with  information  as 
to  where  they  may  be  obtained  and  their  cost. 
Supplies  that  are  "absolutely  essential"  are 
designated  by  an  asterisk,  but  care  has  been 
taken  to  comprise  only  the  most  necessary  aids, 
and  to  prune  the  list  of  all  superfluities. 

LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  OF  CENTRAL  CALI- 
FORNIA. 

THE  April  meeting  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion of  Central  California  was  held  in  the  Court 
Room  of  Department  5,  New  City  Hall,  April 
12,  1895,  the  topic  being  "  Should  the  public 
have  access  to  the  shelves  of  the  library  ?  " 

Before  opening  the  discussion,  President 
Rowell  introduced  Dr.  E.  R.  Taylor,  who  made 
a  short  address,  in  which  the  advantages  of 
organization  for  library  workers  were  outlined. 
He  spoke  of  the  good  to  be  derived  from  meet- 
ings where  a  general  interchange  of  ideas  on 
the  subject  of  library  work  could  be  indulged 
in.  He  dwelt  upon  the  duties  and  influence  of 
such  associations,  and  advocated  frequent  meet- 
ings and  a  wider  discussion  of  matters  relating 
to  library  interests. 

President  Rowell  replied,  thanking  the  trus- 
tees of  the  San  Francisco  Free  Public  Library 
for  their  courtesy  in  extending  the  hospitality  of 
their  rooms  to  the  association.  He  compared 
the  theoretical  and  the  practical  librarian,  and 
made  an  earnest  plea  for  co-operation  and  fra- 
ternity among  those  interested  in  the  work. 

The  discussion  of  the  evening  was  then  opened 
by  Mr.  Clark,  of  the  San  Francisco  Free  Public 


Library,  who  read  a  paper  giving  a  summary  of 
the  question.  He  quoted  from  reports  to  show 
that  free  a<cess  to  shelves  had  proved  satisfac- 
toiy  in  some  instances,  while  in  other  cases  it 
had  been  found  detrimental.  He  showed  that 
nearly  all  of  the  libraries  of  this  country  grant 
access  to  a  few,  and  many  to  all,  reference- 
books.  In  the  libraries  of  the  East,  especially  in 
New  England,  the  conservative  spirit  which 
places  a  barrier  between  the  public  and  the  books 
is  still  found,  but  in  the  younger  cities  of  the 
West  the  experiment  of  entire  freedom  of  access 
is  being  successfully  operated. 

Mr.  Harbourne,  of  the  Alameda  Public  Li- 
brary, followed.  He  said  that  the  principal 
arguments  against  open  shelves  are  loss  of 
books,  displacement  on  the  shelves,  and  added 
wear  and  tear  of  the  bindings,  but  all  these  ob- 
jections are  easily  answered,  and  the  advan- 
tages of  open  shelves  are  many  and  important. 
The  stimulus  given  to  young  and  old  by  the 
free  handling  of  books  is  a  great  factor  in  edu- 
cational progress.  The  circulation  of  the  Ala- 
meda library  has  more  than  doubled  since  the 
shelves  were  opened  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Peterson,  of  the  Oakland  Public  Library, 
favored  limited  access,  and  described  the  meth- 
od in  use  at  that  library,  where  the  books  are 
shelved  behind  doors  formed  of  wire  netting, 
through  which  the  books  may  be  readily  seen, 
and  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  adoption 
and  success  of  this  method. 

Prof.  Woodruff,  of  Stanford  University,  said 
that  the  whole  question  seemed  to  depend  upon 
the  point  of  view.  We  have  inherited  the  idea 
that  free  access  is  not  possible.  He  thought 
that  the  line  of  progress  should  be  towards  free 
access  until  absolute  freedom  to  the  books,  for 
all  readers,  was  obtained. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Allen  said  that  the  value  of  books 
was  in  the  use  of  them,  and  "  he  liked  to  see 
them  wear  out." 

He  considered  every  library  a  school,  with 
each  reader  his  own  teacher. 

A  general  discussion  followed,  in  which  the 
majority  seemed  to  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  free 
access.  A.  M.  JELLISON,  Secretary. 


Cibrarj)  Qlhibs. 


WASHINGTON  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  seventh  regular  meeting  of  the  Washing- 
ton Library  Association  was  held  at  Columbian 
University,  Wednesday  evening,  April  24,  Pres- 
ident A.  R.  Spofford  presiding.  Mr.  F.  A.  Cran- 
dall,  the  recently  appointed  Superintendent  of 
Public  Documents,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
assc  ciation. 

Mr.  Spofford  then  read  a  communication  of 
more  than  local  interest  upon  "Periodicals  of 
the  past  in  the  District  of  Columbia."  The 
paper  was  printed  in  full  in  the  Washington 
Evening  Star  in  its  issue  of  April  25. 

Last  fall  a  committee  of  the  association  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  preparation  of  a  union 
list  of  periodicals  in  Washington  libraries.  This 
committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  Cyrus  Adler,  Mr. 
W.  P.  Cutter  and  Mr.  Oliver  L.  Fassig,  submit- 
ted a  report  at  the  present  meeting,  favoring  the 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


[May,  '95 


preparation  of  such  a  list,  to  include  magazines, 
journals,  newspapers  and  all  serial  publications 
of  learned  societies  and  institutions,  and  those 
of  governments. 

The  first  step  towards  the  preparation  of  this 
list  would  be  the  transfer  to  cards  of  all  entries 
which  have  already  appeared  in  print  in  the  vari- 
ous published  catalogs  of  Washington  libra- 
ries. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  list  be 
prepared  on  the  postal  size  card  of  the  Library 
Bureau,  combined  into  one  catalog,  edited 
and  prepared  for  printing.  No  definite  system 
of  title  entry  was  recommended  in  this  prelim- 
inary report.  It  was  suggested,  however,  that 
each  entry  should  comprise  the  title  under  the 
first  significant  word  of  the  latest  form,  the 
place  of  publication,  and  the  dates  of  publication 
of  the  first  and  latest  volumes  in  the  respective 
libraries.  The  association  heard  with  pleasure 
from  Prof.  H.  Carrington  Bolton,  who  was  pres- 
ent, that  plans  for  a  union  list  of  periodicals 
were  being  discussed  by  the  New  York  and  the 
Philadelphia  Library  Clubs.  Later  it  was  an- 
nounced that  a  similar  plan  is  proposed  for  the 
periodicals  and  serials  in  the  Boston  libraries. 
As  the  preparation  of  such  a  list  for  any  of  the 
above-mentioned  cities  would  involve  consider- 
able expense,  and  as  much  duplication  of  work 
would  result  in  separate  lists  for  each  of  the 
cities,  some  plan  of  co-operation  naturally  sug- 
gests itself.  The  scope  recommended  by  the 
committee  would  include  fully  8000  serial  publi- 
cations in  Washington  alone.  To  print  such  a 
list  would  involve  an  expense  much  too  large 
to  be  undertaken  by  the  association  unaided. 

Prof.  Bolton  gave  an  interesting  account  of 
his  success  in  co-operative  indexing  of  chemical 
literature. 

A  circular  letter  from  General  A.  W.  Greely, 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  establishment 
of  a  free  public  library  was  read,  in  which  all 
subscribers  were  invited  to  meet  at  the  home 
of  the  general  on  April  26,  to  discuss  further 
plans  for  the  proposed  library.  The  letter  stated 
that  $10,000  have  thus  far  been  subscribed,  to  be 
paid  in  annual  instalments  of  $2000  a  year  for 
five  years.  As  this  amount  has  been  secured 
almost  entirely  through  the  personal  efforts  of 
General  Greely  himself,  the  establishment  of  a 
library  to  continue  at  least  during  five  years  is 
assured;  a  general  canvass  of  the  city  will  soon 
be  made  by  a  special  committee. 

At  the  above-mentioned  meeting  it  was  unani- 
mously decided  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
effect  a  legal  organization,  and  that  every  effort 
consistent  with  the  speedy  opening  of  a  library 
should  be  made  to  harmonize  all  interests  looking 
to  the  founding  of  a  library  in  Washington,  and 
to  utilize  such  other  literary  collections  as  may 
subserve'  this  interest.  For  these  purposes  a 
committee  was  appointed,  to  consist  of  Gen. 
Greely,  Judge  Hagner,  Mr.  Pellew,  Dr.  Rey- 
burn,  and  Col.  Colton,  who  are  to  report  at  a 
subsequent  meeting,  which  all  subscribers  will 
be  urged  to  attend. 

Mr.  W.  A.  De  Caindry  was  designated  as  tem- 
porary trustee  to  take  charge  of  all  cash  sub- 
scriptions. OLIVER  L.  FASSIG,  Secretary. 


£ibrarjj  (Economj)  anb  Iji 


GENERAL. 

THE  Bookman  (N.  Y.,  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.)  in- 
augurates in  its  April  issue  a  department  entitled 
"Among  the  libraries,"  conducted  by  Melvil 
Dewey.  It  is  devoted  to  brief  notes  on  library 
matters,  the  first  instalment  chronicling  the 
several  new  libraries  established  within  the  past 
few  months.  The  development  of  the  Crerar 
Library,  and  the  plan  for  library  consolidation  in 
New  York  City  are  also  noted. 

"  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  Systems  of  lending  out  and 
recording  books  "  is  the  title  of  a  four-page  pam- 
phlet issued  by  the  office  of  London,  125  Fleet 
street,  London.  It  is  a  tabulated  record  of  the 
methods  in  use  in  140  English  libraries,  arranged 
by  name  of  place,  and  giving  the  librarian's 
answers  to  the  following  questions :  Do  you 
approve  of  all  the  borrowers  having  free  access 
to  the  shelves?  What  system  of  issue  and  rec- 
ord do  you  use  ?  What  system  do  you  consider 
best  ?  Space  is  also  given  for  "  remarks."  The 
figures  were  compiled  as  the  result  of  the  library 
controversy  on  "  free  access,"  waged  during  the 
year  in  the  columns  of  London,  and  in  order  to 
obtain  a  "general  consensus  of  opinion,"  circu- 
lars were  issued  to  librarians,  directing  their 
attention  to  the  controversy,  and  asking  their 
opinion  on  the  subject.  But  15  of  those  respond- 
ing express  themselves  in  favor  of  free  access, 
and  of  these  to  modify  or  qualify  their  approval; 
73  use  an  indicator,  and  find  that  method  satis- 
factory. The  objections  to  free  access  are  many 
and  varied,  though  some  seem  based  on  insuf- 
ficient premises. 

LOCAL. 

Belfast  (Me.)  F.  Z.  (Rpt.)  Added  456;  total 
6560.  Issued,  home  use  22,526  (fict.  56  %); 
reading-room  use  1537.  New  registration  193. 

The  circulation  shows  an  increase  of  1552 
over  the  previous  year.  Work  on  the  catalog 
has  been  completed,  the  copy  is  ready  for  the 
printer,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  catalog  may  be 
issued  within  a  few  months. 

The  librarian  recommends  that  the  public  be 
given  more  time  in  which  to  use  the  library,  and 
that  cases  for  encyclopaedias  and  reference 
books  be  placed  in  the  reading-room. 

Boston  P.  L.  Among  the  new  methods  which 
have  been  adopted  in  the  library  is  the  ex- 
tension of  the  hours  of  opening.  Heretofore  the 
library  has  closed  at  9  p.m.,  but  Mr.  Putnam 
has  decided  to  keep  it  open  henceforth  until  10 
p.m.,  although  no  books  will  be  issued  after  9 
o'clock.  The  library  will  also  be  open  all  day 
Sunday,  and  there  will  be  no  difference,  as  to 
circulation  of  books,  evening  hours,  etc.,  be- 
tween Sundays  and  week-days.  rThe  beginnings 
of  a  juvenile  department  have  also  been  estab- 
lished—  in  a  collection  of  books  and  children's 
magazines  gathered  in  a  room  at  the  further  end 
of  Bates  Hall,  where  "  without  slips  or  like  for- 
mality the  children  can  amuse  themselves  as 
they  please."  The  routine  work  of  the  library 
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Is  by  this  lime  in  good  order,  though  the  new 
delivery  system  of  carriers  and  mechanical  de- 
vices has  caused  frequent  delays  and  some  diffi- 
culties in  service. 

One  department  of  the  library  that  has  been 
greatly  improved  since  the  removal  is  the  Bates 
Hall  reference  collection.  In  the  old  building 
this  comprised  about  500  v.;  in  the  new  Bates 
Hall  7000  v.  are  already  on  the  shelves,  and  5000 
more  are  to  be  added.  These  will  be  arranged 
in  classed  divisions,  and  the  collection  when 
completed  will  be  25  times  as  large  as  the  old 
one. 

Edwin  A.  Abbey's  great  frieze  for  the  delivery- 
room  of  the  library  is  already  in  place,  so  far  as 
finished,  covering  exactly  one-half  of  the  space 
assigned  for  the  completed  work.  "  It  already 
absolutely  transforms  the  architectural  character 
of  the  magnificent  room,  and  offers  another  of 
the  several  convincing  proofs  offered  in  the 
progress  of  the  library's  construction  as  to  how 
erroneous  and  misleading  any  judgment  of  the 
artistic  nature  of  a  work  must  be  before  it  stands 
in  completed  guise." 

Brookline  (Mass.)  P.  L.  (38th  rpt.)  Added 
1655;  total  41,955.  Home  use  83.222  (fid.  45,- 
713);  lib.  use  4203.  New  cards  issued  788;  total 
registration  6552.  Receipts  $13, 597. 57;  expenses 
$11.686.45. 

The  librarian's  report  is  an  interesting  sum- 
mary of  the  work  done  and  the  new  methods 
inaugurated  during  the  year.  The  children's 
reading-room  has  proved  useful  and  attractive. 
It  was  used  by  9993  boys  and  girls,  to  whom 
16,671  v.  were  issued;  "a  record  which  proves 
how  ready  children  are  to  find  amusement  in 
books  and  pictures,  and  to  substitute  for  the 
questionable  influence  of  the  streets  the  helpful 
surroundings  of  our  public  library.  The  num- 
ber of  books  allowed  each  child  is  limited  to  two 
on  any  one  day,  to  insure  more  than  a  wholly 
careless  examination  of  the  books." 

The  "two-book"  system  was  adopted  early  in 
the  year,  and  its  results  have  been  entirely  grat- 
ifying. The  increase  in  home  circulation  — 
15,318  more  than  in  1893  —  is  traced  to  this 
change 

Duringthe  yearthe  fiction departmenthas been 
rearranged  alphabetically  by  authors,  and  copy 
for  a  printed  fiction-list  has  been  prepared.  "The 
shelf-numbers  of  over  30,00x5  cards  have  been 
changed  and  the  cards  put  under  the  pseudo- 
nyms, where  they  are  better  known  than  the  real 
names."  A  list  of  "  too  good  novels  —  A  -  M  " 
was  issued  in  October;  a  list  of  "  loogood  books 
for  boys  and  girls"  appeared  in  December.  On 
the  "picture  board"  —  a  companion  to  the  bul- 
letin board  —  28  portraits  with  biographies,  107 
other  portraits,  22  criticisms,  and  7 drawings,  by 
Beardsley,  Gibson,  and  others,  were  posted  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  collection  of  15,000  pamphlets 
has  also  been  classified  and  arranged,  and  will 
be  cataloged  by  subject. 

Reference-books  may  be  taken  out  over  night, 
Sundays  and  holidays,  by  those  whose  work 
gives  them  little  time  for  using  the  library,  and 
a  "special  privilege  slip"  permits  the  use,  for 
sufficient  reasons,  of  more  than  the  usual  num- 


ber of  books  upon  a  particular  subject,  for  a 
stated  time,  provided  the  books  are  returned  to 
the  library  if  desired  by  others.  Teachers  may 
reserve,  for  school  work,  not  more  than  25  books 
a  month  ;  these  books  are  placed  on  special 
shelves  in  the  reading-room  for  the  children's 
use.  New  books  for  children,  excepting  fiction, 
are  kept  on  a  special  shelf  for  examination  and 
selection. 

Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  L.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Brooklyn  Board  of  Education  on  March  5, 
it  was  decided  that  the  committee  of  studies 
of  the  board  should  confer  with  the  officers  of 
the  Brooklyn  Library,  to  arrange  means  by 
which  the  privileges  of  the  library  might  be 
extended  to  the  principals,  teachers,  and  pu- 
pils of  the  local,  high,  and  training  schools. 
Such  a  conference  was  accordingly  held,  with 
the  result  that  a  favorable  report  was  pre- 
sented to  the  committee  on  studies,  and  unani- 
mously adopted  by  th$  board.  It  recommend- 
ed that  an  appropriation  of  $3000  be  made 
by  the  board  of  estimate  to  provide  the  privi- 
leges of  the  library  to  the  teachers  and  advanced 
pupils.  For  this  amount  several  hundred  sub- 
scriptions could  be  secured,  at,  of  course,  a  re- 
duction from  the  regular  subscription  rates.  It 
is  expected  that  only  the  upper  classes  in  the  two 
high  schools  and  those  in  the  training  school 
will  have  the  use  of  the  library.  The  plan  will 
not  be  put  in  practice  this  year,  as  there  is  no 
money  available;  but  it  is  hoped  that  next  year 
the  board  of  estimate  will  allow  the  small  appro- 
priation asked  for  the  purpose. 

Butte  (Mont.)  F.  P.  Z.  (Rpt.)  Added  1849; 
total  17,312.  Issued,  home  use  64,217  (fid. 
74.48  #);  lib.  use  36,069.  New  cardholders 
1934;  total  registration  3061.  Receipts  $19,- 
031.60;  expenses  $10,344.73. 

"The  greatest  single  work  of  the  year  has  been 
the  issuing  of  a  complete  catalog;"  this  was  se- 
cured at  a  remarkably  small  cost,  by  the  insertion 
of  advertisements,  the  catalog  costing  but  $500 
for  3000  cloth-bound  copies. 

"  Besides  the  catalog,  reference  lists  on  vari- 
ous subjects  have  been  printed  in  the  local 
papers,  which  have  been  highly  appreciated 
and  extensively  used.  These  lists  have  covered 
subjects  of  popular  interest,  such  as  finance, 
the  railroad  question,  Thanksgiving  stories, 
Christmas  stories,  Washington  and  Stevenson 
bibliographies,  etc.,  while  the  Anaconda  Stan- 
dard has  printed  all  the  additions  to  the  library 
since  the  completion  of  the  catalog. 

"  Despite  the  great  patronage  the  library  has 
received,  the  Indications  strongly  show  that  the 
success  of  the  past  year  is  only  the  promise  of 
continued  growth  in  the  future.  Our  last  month 
was  our  most  successful  month.  And  not  only 
that,  but  the  issue  of  March,  1895,  was  over  70 
per  cent,  greater  for  home  use,  and  nearly  20 
per  cent,  greater  for  library  use  than  the  issue 
for  March,  1894." 

Chicago.  Field  Columbian  Museum  L.  "  The 
library  of  the  museum  is  confined  to  the  litera- 
ture of  the  various  sciences  and  arts  illustrated 
In  the  museum.  The  aim,  therefore,  is  to  equip 
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it  along  these  special  lines.  It  contains  also 
standard  sets  of  reference  works,  encyclopaedias, 
and  bibliographic  apparatus,  as  well  as  the  re- 
ports, transactions,  and  proceedings  of  leading 
philosophical  and  scientific  societies."  The  li- 
brary at  present  contains  about  8300  v.  Besides 
the  main  library,  working  libraries  have  been 
formed  in  several  of  the  departments.  The 
reading-room  contains  the  principal  scientific 
and  technical  reviews,  journals  and  magazines. 
Books  are  issued  to  the  public  for  reading-room 
use,  and  students  are  given  access  to  the  shelves, 
though  the  books  "are  intended  primarily  for 
the  use  of  curators  of  the  museum." 

Chicago.  Armour  Institute  L.  The  establish- 
ment of  "home  libraries"  in  different  parts  of 
the  city,  on  the  plans  originated  by  Mr.  Birtwell, 
of  the  Children's  Aid  Society,  in  Boston,  and 
successfully  developed  in  Albany,  Philadelphia, 
and  other  cities,  was  taken  up  by  the  library 
class  of  Armour  Institute,  at  the  opening  of  the 
term  in  October,  1894.  The  class  had  the 
hearty  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Aid  Society  of  Chicago,  which  had  at- 
tempted to  organize  such  libraries  in  the  city, 
but  had  been  unable  to  carry  out  its  plans  owing 
to  a  lack  of  earnest  workers.  The  method  of 
establishing  these  home  libraries  is  generally 
familiar  in  its  main  details.  The  first  library 
sent  out  by  the  Armour  Institute  library  training 
class  was  made  up  from  over  20  lists  sent  in  by 
people  especially  interested  in  childien's  lit- 
erature. It  included  "Little  men,"  "Little 
women,"  "  Little  Lord  Fauntleroy,"  "  Robinson 
Crusoe,"  "  Fairy  tales "  of  Grimm  and  Ander- 
sen, Brooks'  "Historic  boys,"  Eggleston's 
"  Household  history  of  the  United  States,"  "  The 
water  babies,"  Hawthorne's  "Wonder  book," 
Andrew  Lang's  "Blue  poetry  book,"  the  "  Cent- 
ury World's  Fair  book,"  Miller's  "Littlefolks 
in  feathers  and  furs,"  and  St.  Nicholas.  The  aim 
was  to  give  at  least  one  book  each  of  history, 
fiction,  biography,  nature  study,  and  poetry,  and 
plenty  of  mythology  and  fairy  tales.  Eight  li- 
braries have  already  been  started  by  the  class, 
and  more  are  promised.  Three  of  these  were 
bought  with  money  given  by  interested  people, 
and  the  rest  were  formed  from  books  gathered 
by  members  of  the  class  and  staff.  Two  are  in 
the  stock  yards  district,  one  on  Harrison  street, 
others  on  Milwaukee  avenue,  State  street,  and 
in  Harlem.  When  the  children  of  one  club  have 
finished  the  books  sent  them,  the  case  is  sent  to 
another  part  of  the  city  and  one  of  the  other  li- 
braries is  brought  to  them.  There  is  a  great 
demand  for  the  libraries,  and  the  work  is  only 
limited  by  the  supply  of  books  which  can  be 
secured. 

Cleveland,  O.  H 'ome  Lending  L.  Assoc.  This 
association  has  been  established  in  connection 
with  the  local  Associated  Charities  for  the  pur- 
pose of  developing  a  system  of  "  home  libraries  " 
similar  to  that  conducted  by  the  Children's  Aid 
Society  of  Boston.  Seven  libraries  are  now 
started  and  the  work  is  already  producing  most 
gratifying  results. 

Colorado  Medical  L.  Assoc. ,  Denver,  At  the 
second  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  held 


Jan.  7,  1895,  a  total  of  1542  v.  were  reported  in 
the  library.  About  50  medical  periodicals  are 
received.  The  Boston  Medical  Library  has 
given  to  the  association  a  collection  of  some 
5000  v.  of  medical  journals.  The  secretary  of 
the  association,  after  briefly  reviewing  its  history 
from  its  incorporation  in  June,  1893,  says:  "  An 
arrangement  was  made  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Dana,  of 
the  Denver  Public  Library,  whereby  he  not  only 
provided  shelf-room  and  the  usual  clerical  care 
for  the  property  of  the  association,  but  agreed  to 
expend  upon  medical  literature  at  least  as  much 
money  as  might  be  subscribed  by  the  members 
of  the  association.  It  is  to  the  wise  and  more 
than  cordial  support  of  Librarian  Dana  that  the 
astonishing  growth  of  the  medical  library  is 
due." 

Concord  (Mass.)  F.  P.  L.  (22d  rpt.)  Added 
1229;  ti/tal  26,824.  Issued,  home  use  25,295. 

The  "two-book"  plan  is  recommended  by 
the  librarian  and  formally  authorized  by  the 
trustees;  the  issue  of  more  than  one  book  at  a 
time  is,  however,  restricted  to  adults,  save  "  at 
the  discretion  of  the  librarian." 

Dover  (N.  If.)  P.  L.  (i 2th  rpt.)  Added  1148; 
total  19,554.  Issued,  home  use  54,187  (fict.  52  %\ 
juv.  21  $);  lost  2.  Reading-room  attendance 
18,330;  Sunday  attendance  853.  New  cardhold- 
ers 500  ;  total  registration  7505.  Receipts 
$3764.16;  expenses  $3647.02. 

The  circulation  of  189415  "not  only  the  largest 
circulation  but  the  largest  increase  that  the  li- 
brary has  ever  known  in  one  year,"  being  an 
average  issue  of  five  books  to  every  inhabitant. 
The  increase  over  the  preceding  year  is  9440, 
and  it  is  traced  to  several  causes  —  ' '  chief  among 
them,  probably,  the  growing  use  of  the  students' 
card  among  the  pupils  of  our  public  schools." 
"  Students' cards"  have  been  issued  by  the  li- 
brary for  the  past  two  years,  the  system  being 
essentially  the  same  as  the  two-book  plan,  de- 
veloped later  in  other  libraries.  These  cards, 
on  which  books  other  than  fiction  could  be  drawn 
in  addition  to  the  books  issued  on  the  regular 
card,  were  at  first  confined  to  persons  pursuing 
special  courses  of  study;  but  were  later  issued  to 
all  desiring  them.  It  is  to  the  general  use  of  stu- 
dents' cards  among  the  school-children  that  the 
large  increase  in  circulation  is  chiefly  attributa- 
ble. The  class  showing  most  use  by  the  chil- 
dren is  that  of  U.  S.  history,  in  which  1743  v- 
were  issued  in  1894,  as  against  953  in  J8g3.  "  In- 
deed, one  of  the  most  gratifying  facts  in  regard 
to  this  large  total  gain  in  circulation,  is  the  fact 
that  it  has  occurred  along  the  line  of  the  best 
reading  in  the  library,  and  that  the  per  cent,  of 
fiction,  which  the  year  before  was  56,  declined 
last  year  to  52,  and  juvenile  literature  from  22 
to  21  per  cent." 

The  issue  of  current  magazines  has  also  proved 
popular  and  has  increased  the  general  circula- 
tion. ( 

"  One  more  plan  which  met  with  success  was 
the  Boys'  Club,  which  was  organized  last  sum- 
mer for  the  purpose  of  interesting  boys  in  the 
study  of  natural  history.  This  club  was  com- 
posed of  boys  ranging  from  10  to  16  years  of 
age.  They  met  at  the  library  once  a  week 
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during  the  summer,  looked  over  books  that  had 
been  laid  out  for  them,  brought  together  a  mot- 
ley collection  of  bugs  and  caterpillars,  told  what 
they  had  seen  through  the  week,  and  took  put 
books  to  read  up  various  lines  of  animal  life. 
The  circulation  of  books  in  natural  history  dur- 
ing the  two  summer  months  of  the  previous  year 
was  116.  For  the  two  months  of  last  summer 
it  was  209." 
Evanston,  III.  Northwestern  Univ.  EXERCISES 

AT    THE    OPENING    OF  THE    ORRINGTON    LUNT 

LIBRARY  BUILDING,  September  26,  1894.    11. 

34  P-  F. 

This  handsome  pamphlet  contains  the 
speeches  and  addresses  made  at  the  opening  of 
the  Orrington  Lunt  library  building,  of  North- 
western University,  prefaced  by  a  description 
of  the  building.  This  description,  together  with 
Prof.  Winsor's  dedication  address,  have  already 
appeared  in  the  JOURNAL  (L.  j.,  19:  338-340; 
37O-375)'  A  view  of  the  library  and  a  portrait 
of  Mr.  Lunt  are  included. 

Glen  Cove  (L.  /.)  P.  L.  The  Glen  Cove  Pub- 
lic Library  was  opened  to  the  public  on  the  after- 
noon of  April  15.  It  was  established,  wiih  the 
local  school  library  as  a  nucleus,  some  months 
since,  when  a  board  of  trustees  was  elected, 
and  a  charter  obtained.  An  appropriation  of 
$200  was  voted  by  the  citizens  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  library  and  an  equal  sum  was  ob- 
tained from  the  state.  Quarters  have  been 
furnished  by  the  board  of  education  in  the  west 
wing  of  its  new  building  and  shelving  for  5000 
v.  has  been  provided.  The  library  will  be  open 
for  the  issue  of  books  during  the  summer  from 
2  30  to  3.30  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and 
Fridays,  and  for  reading  and  reference  on  such 
other  days  as  may  be  found  desirable. 

Harvard  Univ,  L.,  Cambridge,  Mass,  Much- 
needed  alterations  will  shortly  be  begun  in  the 
present  reading-rooms  of  Gore  Hall,  by  which 
additional  space  will  be  provided  for  readers  and 
accommodations  for  130,000  books  obtained. 
Early  in  the  year  the  university  corporation 
appointed  Justin  Winsor  and  E.  W.  Hooper, 
treasurer  of  the  corporation,  a  committee,  with 
power  to  act,  in  the  matter  of  increased  library 
accommodations.  They  have  decided  to  make 
all  the  alterations  in  the  reading-room,  instead  of 
touching  the  big  book  stack  at  the  eastern  end 
of  Gore  Hall.  The  alcove  partitions  in  the  read- 
ing-room will  be  torn  out,  and  the  great  pillars 
which  support  the  roof  will  probably  be  replaced 
by  iron  columns.  A  two-story  iron  stack,  14 
feet  high,  and  holding  130,000  v.,  will  be 
erected  on  the  main  floor,  taking  up  all  the 
space  now  occupied  by  the  main  floor  of  the 
reading-room.  Upon  this  stack  the  new  reading- 
room  will  be  placed.  The  height  of  the  new 
room  will  be  practically  the  same  as  the  old, 
for  above  the  ceiling  of  the  present  rooms  is  a 
clear  space  of  15  feet  to  the  roof.  This  ceiling 
will  be  torn  out.  The  new  reading-room  will 
be  furnished  with  new  tables  and  comfortable 
chairs,  and  will  accommodate  250  readers, 
whereas  in  the  old  room  only  150  can  be  accom- 


modated.  The  new  room  will  be  better  lighted 
than  the  old,  for  the  ground-glass  will  be  re- 
placed by  plain  glass,  in  larger  lights.  In  this 
room  it  is  expected  to  put  20,000  reference  books. 
The  plans  for  the  alterations  will  be  made  by 
Shipley,  Ruten  &  Coolidge,  architects.  One  of 
the  most  important  parts  of  the  scheme,  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  students,  is  the  proposal 
to  put  electric  lights  in  the  reading-room,  so 
that  it  will  be  open  at  night.  The  room  will 
be  accessible  from  the  delivery-room  by  a  stair- 
case. 

It  is  expected  that  these  changes  will  be  cov- 
ered by  the  funds  now  in  the  hands  of  the  cor- 
poration. The  alterations  will,  however,  be 
only  temporary,  for  even  with  the  added  shel- 
ving another  five  years  will  probably  see  the 
library  in  as  congested  and  overcrowded  a  state 
as  at  present.  The  alterations  will  be  begun 
at  the  end  of  this  term,  and  it  is  expected  that 
they  will  be  completed  by  the  opening  of  the 
next  term. 

Illinois  State  Hist  L.,  Springfield.  (Biennial 
rpt.)  Added  4136  ;  total  not  given.  Miss  Cleve- 
land gives  a  careful  review  of  what  has  been  ac- 
complished in  the  library  during  the  year.  She 
urges  the  need  of  organizing  a  state  historical 
society  for  Illinois,  and  the  advisability  of  a 
legislative  provision  authorizing  the  collection, 
printing  and  distribution  of  statistics  and  infor- 
mation relating  to  the  state.  The  report  in- 
cludes a  short  history  of  the  state  and  of  the 
library. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.)  P.  L.  The  board  of  edu- 
cation accepted,  on  March  24,  one  of  the  three 
sets  of  plans  submitted  by  the  architects  of  the 
board  for  the  new  library  building.  The  designs 
chosen  call  for  a  stone  building  114  x  139,  in  the 
Ionic  style.  There  will  be  two  stories  and  a 
basement,  the  latter  to  be  used  for  bindery, 
storage,  and  heating  purposes.  The  first  floor 
will  contain  the  women's  reading-room,  men's 
reading-room,  school  children's  room,  libra- 
rian's office,  cataloging-room,  and  art-room. 
The  stack-room  will  extend  through  both  first 
and  second  floors,  being  three  tiers  high  on 
each  floor,  and  will  have  a  book  capacity  of 
210,000  v.  The  special  study  and  reference 
rooms  will  shelve  about  10,000  v.  additional. 
On  the  second  floor  will  be  the  reference-room, 
rooms  of  the  board  of  education,  lecture-rooms, 
club-rooms,  newspaper-room,  and  offices  of  the 
superintendent  of  schools.  Work  on  the  build- 
ing will  be  begun  as  soon  as  possible. 

Lancaster  (Mass.)  Town  L.  (32drpt.)  Added 
1115  ;  total  25,320.  Issued,  home  use  13,641 
(fict.  .638  %  ;  juv.  .031  %)  ;  ref.  use,  no  account 
kept.  New  cardholders  137  ;  total  registration 
1466.  Receipts  $1841.77  ;  expenses  $1841.77. 

Appended  is  a  "  Catalog  of  books  added  to 
the  library  since  March  i,  1894,"  covering  72  p. 
In  May,  1894,  Miss  Ella  S.  Wood  wasappointed 
librarian. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  shows  an  increase 
of  1730  over  that  of  1894,  a  growth  partly  at- 
tributed to  the  two-book  system,  which  has 
been  adopted  at  the  library. 
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Littleton,  Mass.  Reuben  Hoar  L.  (8th  rpt.) 
Added  555  ;  total  "  over  6000  v."  Issued  6245 
(fict.  4155).  Receipts  $710.99  ;  expenses 
$644.97. 

The  two-book  plan  was  adopted  in  the  library 
during  the  year. 

Medford (Mass.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  1174; 
total  16,347.  Issued  51,439,  an  increase  of 
nearly  18  %  over  the  previous  year.  Receipts 
$5033.50;  expenses  $5030.52. 

The  most  urgent  need  of  the  library  is  for  a 
new  building,  or  at  least  the  enlargement  of  the 
present  structure  by  the  addition  of  a  suitable 
annex.  The  charging  system  devised  by  Miss 
N.  E.  Browne,  of  the  Library  Bureau,  in  which 
a  reader's  pocket  takes  the  place  of  the  usual 
reader's  card,  has  been  adopted,  and  will,  Miss 
Sargent  believes,  "  be  a  great  saving  of  time  and 
annoyance."  The  publication  of  a  bi-monthly 
bulletin  of  new  books  is  recommended. 

New  Hampshire  State  L.,  Concord.  An  act 
passed  by  the  legislature  on  March  27  provides 
that  all  books  "which  by  authorship  or  by 
their  subject-matter  have  any  particular  relation 
to  the  state  "  may  be  purchased  for  the  state  li- 
brary, "  whether  such  works  are  technically 
classed  as  fiction  or  otherwise." 

New  York.  Lenox  L.  (25th  rpt.)  Added 
4625;  total  (estimated)  86,000  v. ,  32,364  pm. 
The  total  number  of  visitors  was  26,156,  as 
against  20,225  in  1893,  and  25,761  v.  were  issued 
for  consultation,  the  latter  figures  showing  an 
increase  of  16,609  over  the  previous  year. 

"  Among  the  acquisitions  of  the  year  the  most 
remarkable  are  the  early  American  newspapers, 
of  which  over  45,000  numbers  were  received 
within  12  months.  19,000  of  these  bear  dates 
from  1716  to  1800,  including  examples  of  nearly 
every  important  gazette  of  the  Colonial  and 
Revolutionary  times.  No  other  publications 
offer  material  so  fresh  and  ample  for  illustrating 
the  history,  the  social  life,  and  the  literature  of 
the  period."  A  detailed  summary  and  review 
of  the  newspapers  possessed  by  the  library  is  in- 
cluded in  the  report,  and  appendix  B  is  a  "  year- 
list  of  American  newspapers,  1704-1800." 

Considerable  advance  was  made  during  the 
year  in  the  cataloging  work,  and  various  repairs 
and  alterations  were  completed  in  the  library. 
"  During  the  year  a  distinct  cataloging  staff  was 
organized,  and  what  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
providing  a  reference  card  catalog  for  readers  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  notable  of  the  year's  results." 

New  York.  Maimonides F.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added 
1982;  total  43,510.  Issued,  home  use  41,852  (fict. 
.52  %} ;  ref.  use  17,878.  No.  cardholders  902. 

The  library  was  made  free  to  the  public  in 
January,  1894,  but  it  was  some  months  before 
the  necessary  changes  in  administration  were 
completed.  The  change  in  the  character  of  the 
library  from  a  private  society  library  to  a  free 
public  library  is  by  far  the  most  important  event 
of  the  year.  A  printed  subject  catalog  is  in 
course  of  preparation. 

Newark  (AT.  J.)  P.  L.  The  two-book  system 
was  put  in  operation  in  the  library  early  in 


April.  An  extra  non-fiction  card  is  issued  to 
every  borrower  desiring  it,  this  card  being 
colored  yellow  and  about  two-thirds  the  size  of 
the  regular  card.  On  one  side  the  following 
notice  is  primed  : 

"  No.  —  is  entitled  to  draw  from  the  Newark 
Public  Library,  Newark,  N.  J. ,  one  book  (not 
fiction),  or  the  second  volume  of  a  two-volume 
work  of  fiction.  For  rules  regulating  cards  and 
books,  see  regular  card." 

It  was  decided  that  the  plan  of  issuing  a  single 
card,  ruled  for  entries  of  fiction  and  "other 
works,"  as  is  used  in  the  Brookline  Public  Li- 
brary, would  not  be  advisable  in  Newark,  where 
three-fourths  of  the  books  drawn  are  novels,  as 
the  fiction  division  of  the  card  would  be  ex- 
hausted long  before  the  other  column  was  filled. 

Newburgh(N.  Y.)  F.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  1122; 
total  19,665.  Issued  70,910,  an  increase  of  8105 
over  the  previous  year.  Expenses  $3150. 

The  librarian  says:  "  Many  of  the  school  chil- 
dren, by  the  advice  of  their  parents  and  teachers, 
or  because  of  an  educated  taste  for  better  read- 
ing, are  selecting  books  for  home  use  which 
were  formerly  seldom  sought  for  by  the  young, 
while  cyclopaedias,  biographical  and  historical 
dictionaries,  and  other  handy  helps  are  in  daily 
demand  for  consultation  at  the  library  building." 

North  Granby,  Ct.  Cossitt  L.  Added  188; 
total  2217;  issued  3276  (fict.  55  %);  no.  card- 
holders 384. 

During  the  year  the  library  has  been  made 
more  attractive  by  the  addition  of  pictures  given 
by  Mrs.  Juilliard  and  Mrs.  Dodge,  of  New  York, 
daughters  of  Mr.  Cossitt. 

Palo  Alto,  Cal.  Leland  Stanford  Jr.  Univ.  L. 
The  university  library  has  secured  the  val- 
uable philological  collection  of  the  late  Prof. 
Hildebrand,  of  Leipzig,  at  a  cost  of  $5000.  Be- 
sides its  philological  division,  the  collection  is 
rich  in  the  older  German  literature,  in  French, 
English,  and  Spanish  literature  and  in  Goethe 
and  Schiller. 

Pawtucket(R.  /.)  F.  P.  L.  (i8th  rpt.)  Added 
470;  total  13,889.  Issued,  home  use  55,371 
(fict.  38,949);  ref.  use  (estimated)  36,000.  New 
cards  issued  1187;  total  registration  9686.  Re- 
ceipts $7200;  expenses  $7199.34. 

Mrs.  Sanders  urges  that  the  existing  method 
of  buying  books  only  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  the  year  be  changed  to  weekly  purchases, 
thus  bringing  new  books  before  readers  while 
their  interest  is  still  fresh. 

"The  increased  circulation  of  38  per  cent,  is 
evidence  of  the  growth  of  appreciation  of  the  li- 
brary; the  circulation  of  15,818  books  on  school 
cards  shows  the  wisdom  of  allowing  each  school 
child  to  take  a  card,  irrespective  of  age." 

There  has  been  a  steady  attendance  at  the 
reading-room  throughout  the  year,  averaging 
540  daily;  this  is  largely  attributed  to  the  busi- 
ness depression  of  the  year.  In  this  connection, 
Mrs.  Sanders  says: 

"  We  learn  that  at  the  last  conference  of  the 
A.  L.  A.,  the  subject  of  newspapers  in  a  reading- 
room  was  discussed,  and  by  many  librarians 
voted  a  nuisance  on  the  ground  that  it  brought 
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to  the  library  an  undesirable  class  of  readers. 
If  the  library  and  reading-room  are  for  the 
people,  more  especially  for  those  who  cannot 
afford  the  luxury  of  a  private  library,  or  in  many 
cases  even  a  newspaper,  is  it  not  an  important 
part  of  its  mission  to  help  just  such  patrons  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  progress  of  the  world  at 
large  ?  Our  experience  would  incline  us  to  in- 
crease rather  than  to  decrease  our  list  of  news- 
papers. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.  Carnegie  L.  The  library  sub- 
committee on  branch  libraries  has  decided  on 
sites  for  seven  branch  libraries  in  various  dis- 
tricts of  the  city.  The  sites,  with  one  exception, 
will  all  have  to  be  purchased,  and  the  total  cost 
is  estimated  at  178,000.  There  is  in  all  $300,000 
to  be  devoted  to  the  branches. 

Portland  (Me.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Ad  Jed  1781; 
total  40,233.  Issued,  home  use  87,767  (fict.  and 
juv.  71.28  %);  lib.  use  28,259.  New  borrowers 
1 1 66;  total  registration  12,099. 

"  The  vote  granting  special  cards  to  teachers 
went  into  effect  March  i,  and  42  teachers  have 
already  applied  for  and  received  them." 

The  librarian  urges  the  need  of  a  new  catalog 
and  of  printed  lists  of  accessions.  Work  on  a 
card  catalog,  supplementing  the  last  printed 
catalog  —  that  of  1890  —  will  be  soon  begun. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  The  work  of  altering  and 
renovating  the  old  Reynolds  residence  on  Spring 
street  for  the  housing  of  the  Reynolds'  Library, 
was  begun  on  April  r,  and  will,  it  is  thought,  be 
completed  by  July.  It  is  intended  to  adapt  the 
building  thoroughly  to  the  purposes  of  the  li- 
brary, with  provision  for  future  growth.  The 
work  of  removal  will  probably  be  carried  on 
during  July  and  August,  and  the  library  will 
reopen  in  its  new  quarters  some  time  in  the  fall. 

Rutland  (Vt.)  F.  L.  A.  (gth  rpt.)  Added 
520;  total  8420.  Issued  53,379  (fict.  69.40  £). 
Books  issued  for  school  use  2232.  Receipts 
$4617.88;  expenses  $2839.48. 

The  circulation  shows  an  increase  of  7114 
over  1893.  During  the  year  the  stacks  and 
charging-desks  have  been  so  rearranged  as  to 
allow  the  public  access  to  all  shelves,  except  those 
devoted  to  fiction. 

"A  club  called  the  Art  Seekers  has  been  or- 
ganized in  connection  with  the  library.  This  has 
for  its  main  purpose  the  collection  of  fine  photo- 
graphs and  other  reproductions  of  notable  work 
for  the  use  of  the  schools.  Nothing  will  be  re- 
ceived that  is  not  intrinsically  good;  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  a  fine  wood-engraving  is 
better  than  a  poor  etching  or  an  inferior  engrav- 
ing on  steel." 

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  P.  F.  L.  (Rpts.  1892-1893, 
1894.)  The  report  for  1892-93,  being  the  last 
report  of  the  old  "  Public  Library,"  was  prepared 
In  the  midst  of  the  confusion  and  rush  of  work 
consequent  upon  the  opening  of  the  library  as 
the  "  Public  Free  Library,"  and  its  issue  has 
therefore  been  delayed.  In  this  report  the 
president  of  the  board  of  managers  summarizes 
the  events  leading  to  the  organization  of  the 
free  library,  the  adoption  of  taxation  for  its 


support,  and  the  transfer  of  its  govcrnmf  nt  to  a 
board  of  directors.  The  librarian  records  the 
work  of  the  year,  during  which  3097  books  were 
added  to  the  collection,  making  a  total  of  91,132. 
The  issue  for  home  use  for  the  year  was  190,557 
(fict.  46  £;  juv.  14.7  £);  for  library  use  54,907. 
Mr.  Crunden  describes  briefly  the  moving  of 
the  books  and  the  opening  of  the  library  under 
its  new  auspices,  concluding  with  a"  Chronology 
of  the  Public  (School)  Library." 

The  report  of  the  directors  for  1894,  being 
the  first  annual  report  of  the  St.  Louis  Public 
Free  Library,  reviews  the  various  steps  of  the 
movement  by  which  the  library  was  established, 
and  briefly  describes  its  present  condition.  Mr. 
Crunden  in  his  report  for  the  same  year  describes 
the  work  of  making  the  library  ready  for  public 
use  and  explains  the  various  alterations  in  ad- 
ministration that  have  been  adopted.  The  sta- 
tistics of  the  report,  covering  the  months  of 
March  and  April  only,  show  additions  of  808, 
and  a  total  of  91,940.  There  were  115  v.  bound 
for  the  first  time  at  a  cost  of  $67.55,  averaging 
59  cents  per  v. ;  05  v.  were  bound  at  a  cost  of 
$37-75f  or  40  cents  per  v. ;  and  456  v.  were  re- 
paired at  the  library  at  a  cost  of  $35,  or  an  aver- 
age of  eight  cents  each.  There  were  issued  for 
home  use  11,428  v. ;  for  lib.  use  12,031,  and  the 
reading-room  issue  was  27,490. 

St.  Paul  (Minn.)  P.  L.  (i3th  rpt.)  Added 
3434  ;  total  38,389.  Issued,  home  use  188.495 
(fict.  45. 57 #;  juv.  27.32 #);ref.  use  56,674.  New 
cards  issued  5484 ;  total  registration  10,279. 
Receipts  $16,965.15  ;  expenses  $14,332.47. 

Early  in  the  year  two  more  rooms  were 
granted  to  the  library  in  its  quarters  in  the  city 
hall.  These  were  arranged  as  a  reading-room 
and  a  room  for  bound  newspapers  and  little-used 
books,  and  the  extra  space  obtained  has  added 
much  to  the  comfort  of  the  public  and  of  the  li- 
brary force.  Additional  shelving  gives  room 
for  about  15,000  more  v.,  which,  at  the  present 
rate  of  increase,  will  give  shelf-rooom  for  five 
years. 

Salem  (Mass.)  P.  L.  (6th  rpt.)  Added  2159  ; 
total  29,434.  Issued,  home  use  112,349  (fict. 
80.855^);  ref.  use  (issued  on  slips)  3780.  Attend- 
ance at  ref.  room  6888.  Receipts  $16,453.50; 
expenses  $11,926.68. 

The  need  of  an  enlargement  of  the  library  is 
more  pressing  than  ever.  "  The  growth  in  all 
classes  has  necessitated  the  removal  of  another 
block  of  books  to  the  third  floor,  thereby  in- 
creasing the  difficulty  in  prompt  and  efficient 
service."  Present  conditions  also  prevent  the 
proper  development  of  the  use  of  the  reference- 
room  and  keep  the  public  from  direct  access  to 
the  card  catalog,  which  "  now  contains  at  least 
90,000  cards,"  and  catalogs  every  book  in  the  li- 
brary by  author,  title  and  subject,  with  analytical 
entries  of  composite  books.  The  trustees  make 
an  urgent  plea  for  the  extension  of  the  building. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  library,  five  years  ago, 
only  15  books  have  been  lost.  During  the  year 
558  v.  have  been  withdrawn.  Mr.  Jones  says: 
"  The  withdrawals  consist  mainly  of  fiction  which 
has  been  worn  out  in  service.  The  almost  uni- 
versal use  of  wood-pulp  paper  so  shortens  the 
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life  of  a  book  that  replacements  are  much  more 
frequent  than  would  have  been  necessary  a  few 
years  ago." 

He  suggests  that  a  series  of  class  lists  be 
printed  to  bring  all  the  books  on  a  subject  be- 
fore readers  without  the  expense  of  reprinting 
the  whole  catalog,  and  recommends  as  the  most 
useful  lists  those  on  fiction,  books  for  young 
people,  and  history,  biography,  and  travel. 

Troy,  IV.  Y.  Y.  M.  A.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  1168; 
total  not  given.  Issued,  home  use  54,766; 
ref.  use  18,019.  Receipts  $5399.97;  expenses 
$4329.31. 

In  January,  1894,  Mrs.  M..  E.  Hart,  of  Troy, 
offered  to  build  and  present  to  the  association 
a  new  fire-proof  library  building,  to  be  a  memo- 
rial to  her  husband,  W:  H.  Hart.  Her  offer  was 
promptly  accepted  by  the  association. 

University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor.  Univ. 
L.  Added  5574;  total,  general  lib.  and  three 
dept.  libs.  92,228  v.,  16,337  pm.,  1000  maps. 
Issued  120,420;  drawn  by  professors  5400. 

The  catalog  will,  it  is  thought,  be  completed 
during  the  present  year.  The  librarian  calls 
attention  to  the  need  of  better  lighting  facilities 
and  of  a  larger  appropriation.  The  issue  of  books 
for  1894  was  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year 
by  10,115  v. ,  and  that  of  1892  shows  a  falling  off 
of  3518  from  that  of  1893.  "  It  must  not,  how- 
ever, be  inferred  from  this  decrease  that  there 
is  a  falling  off  in  the  use  of  the  library.  There 
is,  on  the  contrary,  a  steady  increase  in  its  use. 
A  few  years  ago,  with  a  view  of  putting  the 
student  as  quickly  as  possible  in  possession  of 
the  books  required  by  him  for  his  work,  the  ex- 
periment was  tried  of  placing  temporarily  some 
of  these  books  outside  of  the  delivery-desk, 
where  they  were  directly  accessible  to  the 
students.  As  no  objection  to  the  plan  appeared, 
and  as  some  advantages  were  obvious, the  num- 
ber of  books  thus  placed  has  been  increased  each 
year.  Lists  of  all  of  these  books  are  made,  and 
with  these  lists  they  are  compared  frequently. 
No  books  have  been  lost  thus  far  through  this 
exposure." 

WALKER,  C.  Howard.  The  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary. (In  New  England  Magazine ,  May,  1895, 
p.  259-272.) 

A  description  of  the  beauties  of  architecture 
and  decoration  of  the  library  palace  in  Copley 
Square;  illustrated  with  many  good  processcuts, 
after  photographs,  showing  representative  bits 
of  the  exterior  and  interior. 

Weymouth,  Mass.  Tufts  L.  (i6thrpt.)  Add- 
ed 882;  total  16,163.  Issued,  home  use  61,562 
(fict.  and  juv.  72,8$).  New  cardholders  321; 
total  registration  7346..  Receipts  $3602.40;  ex- 
penses $3546.10. 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  issue  two 
books  —  one  not  fiction  —  to  all  readers  so  de- 
siring. "The  circulation  of  the  unbound  num- 
bers of  the  magazines  received  by  the  library 
has  been  large  during  the  year,  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  permission  to  borrow  these  on 
the  'special  card*  will  considerably  increase 
their  circulation  in  the  future.  A  bookcase 


placed  in  the  delivery-room  near  the  children's 
table  is  kept  filled,  by  the  librarian,  with  juve- 
nile books  of  history,  travel,  and  biography, 
magazines,  and  other  good  reading,  to  aid  those 
who  have  no  one  to  suggest  suitable  books  in 
making  a  wise  choice." 

There  are  six  delivery  stations,  through  which 
28,683  v»  were  delivered  to  readers. 

WilkesbarrJ,  Pa.  Osterhout  F.  L.  The  li- 
brary board  has  been  obliged,  much  to  its  regret, 
to  make  a  new  regulation  excluding  children 
under  14  years  of  age  from  the  reference  depart- 
ment and  the  magazine-room  after  7.30  p.m. 
The  rooms  have  been  so  filled  with  a  restless 
crowd  of  small  children  constantly  on  the  move, 
that  adults  have  found  it  impossible  to  read  or 
study  in  any  peace  or  quiet.  So,  as  the  grown 
people  were  conceded  to  have  some  rights  due 
them,  it  was  decided  to  limit  the  children's  time 
and  give  their  elders  a  chance.  —  Library  News- 
letter. 

Wisconsin  State  Hist.  Soc.  L.,  Madison.  The 
bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  new  library 
building  for  the  society  was  passed  by  the  leg- 
islature on  April  18,  in  modified  form.  As 
amended  the  bill  appropriates  $180,000,  instead 
of  $360,000,  in  three  annual  instalments,  for  the 
construction  of  the  building.  The  new  structure 
will  be  a  boon  to  the  Historical  Society,  for  the 
present  quarters  of  the  library  are  not  only 
crowded  to  overflowing,  but  are  decidedly  un- 
safe. 

Yale  Univ.  Z.,  New  Haven,  Ct.  (Rpt.)  Add- 
ed 7360  v.  and  10,100  pm. 

The  librarian  says:  "For  years  past  nearly 
one-half  of  the  income  available  for  the  purchase 
of  books  has  been  contributed  by  the  Phelps 
fund,  from  which  the  library  has  received  $3000 
a  year.  This  fund  has  now  been  definitely  ap- 
propriated to  another  use,  and  the  library  income 
correspondingly  reduced.  Even  before  this  re- 
duction, a  large  increase  of  the  library  fund  was 
felt,  within  the  university  itself,  to  be  one  of  the 
first  needs.  Now  that  the  want  has  been  made 
so  conspicuous,  it  is  reasonable  to  hope  that  it 
will  receive  from  the  alumni  and  friends  of  the 
university  the  attention  which  its  importance  de- 
serves." The  more  important  gifts  of  the  year 
are  summarized,  and  there  is  a  list  of  the  valua- 
ble collection  of  isth  century  mss.  and  early 
printed  books  given  to  the  library  by  W:  Loring 
Andrews,  of  New  York. 

FOREIGN. 

Birmingham  {Eng.}F.  Ls.  (33d  rpt.)  Added, 
ref.  1.  4600;  total  123,962;  added,  lending  Is.  8369; 
total  76,336.  Issued,  ref.  1.  377,302;  lending  Is. 
795,711.  Total  issue  1,173,013  (fict.  559.919)- 
New  cards  issued  15,312;  total  registration 
29,077. 

An  additional  branch  library  was  opened 
during  the  year,  and  another  one  is  proposed. 
There  are  now,  besides  the  reference  library 
and  the  central  lending  library,  eight  branch 
libraries. 

Bodleian  L.,  Oxford.  (Rpt.)  The  additions  of 
the  year,  of  6856  v,  and  9348  pamphlets  and 
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parts  of  volumes,  comprise  many  rare  and  curi- 
ous mss.  and  gifts  or  purchases  from  Cuba,  Cy- 
prus, Uruguay,  Zanzibar,  Likoma,  Jerusalem, 
Beirut,  Egypt,  Siam,  Corea,  Mexico,  and  other 
quarters  of  the  globe.  Especially  interesting  is 
an  almost  unique  copy,  brought  from  Persia,  of 
the  Desatir,  a  Parsee  work,  written  in  a  singular 
compound  dialect.  A  description  of  the  more 
important  additions  of  the  year  is  given,  and  the 
progress  of  the  cataloging  and  indexing  work  is 
summarized. 

Freedom  of  access  to  the  select  library  in  the 
reading-room  of  the  Radcliffe  "Camera"  has 
been  abandoned,  in  consequence  of  loss  and 
damage  experienced  in  spite  of  all  possible  pre- 
cautions. The  books  have  therefore  been  trans- 
ferred to  locked  cases,  and  are  issued  only  on 
special  slips  which  are  furnished  to  students. 
The  financial  statement  of  the  library  for  the 
year  is  as  follows:  receipts  ^8318  gs.  gd.;  ex- 
penses £7951  I9J-  4^- 

ITALY.  Minister o  di  agricoltura,  industria  e  com- 
mercio.     Statistica  delle  biblioteche  :  parte  i  : 
biblioteche  delle  stato ,  delle  provincie,  dei com- 
unl  ed  altri  enti  morall,  aggiuntivi  alcune  bib- 
lioteche private  accessibili  agll  studiosi,  fra  le 
piu  importanti  per  numero  di  volumi  o  per 
rarita  di  collezioni.     v.  i  :  Piemonte,  Liguria, 
Lombardia,  Veneto  ed  Emilia  ;  v.  2  :  Toscana, 
Marche,  Umbria,  Roma,  Abruzzi  e  Molise, 
Campania,  Puglie,  Basilicata,  Calabrie,  Sicilia 
e  Sardegna.  Rome,  G.  Bertero,  1893,- 94.  O. 
The  first  part  of  a  publication  which  will  give 
full    statistical  and   descriptive  information  as 
to  all  Italian  libraries  public,  private,  or  belong- 
ing to  corporations  and  institutions.     The  first 
volume  is  prefaced  by  a  list  of  Italian  libraries, 
arranged  alphabetically  by  towns, under  the  name 
of  the  various  provinces.     The  "  statistice  delle 
biblioteche "  follow,  covering  the  libraries  of 
the  various  provinces  included  ;   full   tabulated 
statistics  are  given,  followed  by  comprehensive 
descriptions  of  the  libraries  of  the  various  towns, 
arranged  alphabetically.     Part  2  will  extend  the 
statistics  to  technical,  nautical,  academic,  and 
private  libraries. 

Liverpool  (Eng.)  F.  P.  L.  (42d  rpt.)  Addi- 
tions, ref.  I.,  not  given;  total  106,540.  Added, 
lending  Is.  3169;  total  65, 267.  Issued,  home  use 
543.001  (fict.  454,259);  total  issue  1,234,466.  No. 
borrowers  12,590. 

The  classed  statistics  of  issue  show  that  26,667 
v.  have  been  issued  from  the  department  "Arts 
and  sciences,"  of  which  8970  are  volumes  of 
music.  "  Books  for  the  blind  have  been  pro- 
vided since  1857,  but  large  additions  are  being 
made  to  the  collection  in  the  modern  Braille 
type,  which  is  now  used  for  writing  and  reading 
purposes  much  more  generally  than  the  older 
forms  of  type.  Moon's  system  is  still  greatly 
favored  by  the  adult  blind  on  account  of  its 
larger  size,  and  as  appealing  more  readily  to 
their  sense  of  touch  when  the  tips  of  their  fingers 
have  become  somewhat  hard  by  work." 

There  are  now  besides  the  reference  library 


three  lending  libraries,  one  reading-room  branch, 
and  four  evening  reading-rooms.  A  fourth  lend- 
ing library  is  planned.  The  free  lectures,  given 
under  the  direction  of  the  library  committee  for 
the  past  30  years,  have  been  continued  with  in- 
creasing popularity;  there  was  an  average  of 
1240  persons  present  at  each  of  the  48  lectures 
included  in  the  last  course. 

Toronto,  Ontario,  Can.  Education  Dipt.  L. 
(p.  153  -  156  of  rpt.  of  Minister  of  Education  of 
Ontario.)  Added  935  ;  total  not  given.  Issued 
6604.  A  revised  catalog  of  the  educational 
works  in  the  library  has  been  completed,  and 
will  be  issued  early  in  the  year. 


(Sifts  anb  Beqncels. 


Hoboken  (N.  J. )  P.  L.  At  a  meeting  of  the  city 
council  on  March  22,  a  letter  was  read  from 
Mr.  Richard  Stevens,  offering  to  give,  on  behalf 
of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Martha  Stevens,  his  sister- 
in-law,  Mrs.  John  Stevens,  and  himself,  a  sum 
"  not  exceeding  $26,000,  towards  the  erection  of 
a  free  public  library  building  by  the  free  library 
trustees  of  Hoboken,"  on  condition  that  the  city 
of  Hoboken  raise  the  balance  of  the  necessary 
building  fund  and  that  the  building  also  provide 
accommodation  to  the  Industrial  education  de- 
partment of  the  city.  The  library  trustees  have 
gladly  accepted  the  offer,  and  it  is  probable  that 
the  library  will  before  long  have  a  suitable  and 
much-needed  new  home. 

Wfstford,  Mass.  On  March  13,  Hon.  J.  Sher- 
man Fletcher,  of  Belmont,  Mass.,  offered  to  pre- 
sent to  his  native  town  of  Westford  the  sum  of 
$10,000  to  be  used  for  a  free  library  building. 
The  offer  was  presented  to  the  town  council  and 
enthusiastically  accepted,  the  town  voting  to 
add  $5000  to  Mr.  Fletcher's  gift. 


£ibrarion0. 


ANDREWS,  Clement  W.,  librarian-elect  of  the 
John  Crerar  Library,  will  not  assume  his  new 
duties  until  September.  In  June  he  will  make 
a  tour  of  observation  and  inspection  of  various 
scientific  libraries  of  the  country,  and  will  re- 
port the  result  of  his  observations  to  the  trustees 
of  the  Crerar  Library. 

BIGELOW,  Frank  B.,  a  graduate  of  Amherst 
College  (1891),  who  has  been  reference  librarian 
in  Columbia  College  Library  for  the  last  three 
years,  was  recently  appointed  acting  librarian 
of  the  New  York  Society  Library,  and  entered 
upon  his  duties  there  on  May  i. 

BLACKWELL,  R.  J.,  was  on  April  i  elected 
librarian  of  the  new  Free  Library  of  London, 
Ontario,  Canada. 

COUNTRYMAN,  Miss  Gratia,  cataloger  of  the 
Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Public  Library,  has  been 
given  leave  of  absence  to  visit  libraries  in  the 
East  and  investigate  systems  of  cataloging. 

DIXSON,  Mrs.  Zella  Allen,  of  the  University 
of  Chicago,  was,  at  the  roth  convocation  of  the 
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university  on  April  i,  promoted  from  the  posi- 
tion of  assistant  librarian  to  that  of  associate 
librarian.  Dr.  W:  I:  Thomas,  fellow  in  social 
science  at  the  university,  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  assistant  librarianship  made  vacant  by  Mrs. 
Dixson's  promotion,  and  to  have  special  charge 
of  the  bibliographical  work  of  the  department  of 
libraries  of  the  institute. 

HAINES,  Miss  Estelle,  superintendent  of  the 
reference  room  of  the  Los  Angeles  Public  Li- 
brary, resigned  her  position  on  May  i. 

HASSE,  Miss  Adelaide  R.,  assistant  librarian 
of  the  Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  Public  Library,  has 
resigned  her  position,  her  resignation  going  into 
effect  May  i.  Miss  Hasse  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  librarian  in  the  Division  of  Public  Docu- 
ments, at  Washington,  and  assumes  her  new 
duties  there  on  June  I.  Miss  Daisy  Austin 
succeeds  Miss  Hasse  in  the  Los  Angeles  P.  L. 

KELSO,  Miss  Tessa  L.,  on  May  i  resigned  her 
position  as  librarian  of  the  Los  Angeles  Public 
Library,  which  office  she  had  filled  for  six  years. 
This  action  on  the  part  of  Miss  Kelso  was  the 
result  of  the  recent  change  in  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, which  occasioned  considerable  friction  and 
a  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  librarian.  She  is 
succeeded  by  Mrs.  Clara  B.  Fowler,  a  book- 
keeper by  profession,  who  has  had  no  library 
experience. 

PENNOCK,  B.  W.,  has  been  elected  assistant 
librarian  of  the  New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Free 
Library,  succeeding  Mr.  Gifford,  who  resigned 
to  become  librarian  of  the  Cambridge  (Mass.) 
Public  Library.  Mr.  Pennock  is  a  graduate  of 
Amherst  (class  of  '83),  studied  at  Yale  as  a  post- 
graduate, graduated  from  Andover  Divinity 
School,  and  later  entered  the  Amherst  summer 
school  in  library  economy.  For  the  last  two 
years  he  has  been  librarian  of  the  Wakefield 
(N.  H.)  Public  Library. 

RYLANCE-COE.  The  marriage  of  Miss  Ellen 
M.  Coe  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Hines  Rylance 
was  celebrated  on  Thursday,  April  25,  at  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church,  Winsted,  Ct.  A  re- 
ception for  family  friends  followed  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rufus  E.  Holmes,  West  Winsted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  held  Feb- 
ruary ii,  1895,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

That  it  is  with  sincere  regret  that  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  New  York  Free  Circulating  Library  find  them- 
selves  called  upon  to  accept  the  resignation  of  the  chief 
librarian,  Miss  B.  M.  Coe. 

That  in  parting  with  Miss  Coe,  the  trustees  wish  to 
record  the  fact  that  while  she  began  her  work  14  years 
ago  in  two  small  rooms  in  Bond  street,  with  hardly  5000 
volumes  on  the  shelves,  and  an  annual  circulation  of  less 
than  70,000,  we  have  witnessed  an  increase,  under  her 
supervision,  to  six  successful  libraries  containing  77,000 
volumes,  with  an  annual  circulation  of  nearly  650,000. 

That  for  the  part  Miss  Coe  has  had  in  raising  the  New 
York  Free  Circulating  Library  to  the  third  place  in  the 
United  States,  and  for  her  loyal  and  efficient  devotion  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  library,  the  trustees  desire  to 
express  their  appreciation  and  to  acknowledge  gratefully 
the  service  which  she  has  rendered  to  the  public  of  New 
York. 

It  was  further 
Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  at  length 


in  the  minutes  of  the  board,  and  that  an  engrossed  copy 
thereof  be  sent  to  Miss  Coe. 

STANLEY,  Miss  Harriet  H.,  of  the  senior  class 
of  1894  -  95  of  the  New  York  State  Library 
School,  has  been  appointed  librarian  of  the 
Southbridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library,  succeeding 
Miss  A.  J.  Comins,  resigned.  Miss  Stanley 
enters  upon  her  position  in  May. 

UPHAM,  Prof.  Warren,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Western  Reserve  Historical  So- 
ciety, Cleveland,  O. 

WALES,  Miss  Elizabeth  B.,  a  graduate  of  the 
library  training  class  of  Armour  Institute,  Chi- 
cago, was  on  April  30  appointed  first  assistant 
librarian  of  the  Carnegie  Public  Library  of 
Braddock,  Pa.,  succeeding  Miss  Helen  Sperry, 
who  was  recently  made  librarian. 


Cataloging  anb  Classification. 


AGUILAR  F.  L.,  New  York.     List  of  biographical 

works,  April,  1895.     44  p.  O. 

Individual  biography  covers  30  pages  ;  collec- 
tive biography  covers  14  pages.  The  subject 
of  each  biography  is  briefly  characterized,  as 
"Albert,  Prince  (consort  of  Queen  Victoria), 
1819-1861";  "  Agassiz,  Louis  (Naturalist), 
1807-  1873,"  etc.  Dewey  class  and  Cutter  book 
numbers  are  used.  There  is  but  one  column  to 
the  page,  entries  are  generally  title-a-line,  and 
the  type  is  rather  too  "  solid"  to  be  pleasant. 

BOLTON,  C:  K.  Descriptive  catalogue  of  posters, 
chiefly  American,  in  the  collection  of  Charles 
Knowles  Bolton,  with  biographical  notes  and 
a  bibliography,  May,  1895.  Boston,  pub.  by 
W.  B.  Jones,  166  Congress  street.  16  p.  D. 
pap.,  25  c. 

An  attractive  little  catalog,  covering  numerous 
examples  of  the  work  of  the  best  known  "  poster 
artists"  of  the  day.  Annotations  give  brief  bio- 
graphical data  as  to  the  artists  represented  and 
a  short  description  of  every  poster  listed.  Ap- 
pended is  a  bibliography  of  artistic  posters  com- 
piled by  W.  M.  Stone  (40  titles). 

CORNELL  UNIVERSITY.     Library  bulletin,  v.  3, 

no.  8,  March,  1895. 

Besides  the  usual  list  of  additions,  from  May 
to  December,  1894,  the  bulletin  contains  a  short 
(i  page)  list  of  additions  to  the  Rhaeto-Romanic 
collection  presented  to  the  library  by  Mr.  Fiske 
in  1891. 

DETROIT  (Mich.}  P.  L.     Bulletin,  no.  6:  books 
added  in  1894.     Detroit,  1895.     239  p.  O. 
Similar  in  style  and  arrangement  to  the  previ- 
ous catalogs  of  the  library,  and,  like  them,  an  ad- 
mirable   example    of  the    dictionary    catalog. 
Short  titles.     Date,  size,  and  number  of  volumes 
are  noted,  and  contents  of  composite  books  and 
of  series  are  given. 

The  ENOCH  PRATT  F.  L.  has  issued  the  first 
(April)  number  of  a  quarterly  bulletin  of  acces- 
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sions.  It  is  a  28-page  classed  list  of  additions 
to  the  central  library,  including  works  in  the 
German,  French,  Spanish,  and  Bohemian  lan- 
guages, and  books  for  the  blind. 

FIVE  THOUSAND  BOOKS:  an  easy  guide  to  the 
best  books  in  every  department  of  reading; 
selected,  classified,  and  briefly  described  by  a 
corps  of  experienced  editors,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Literary  Bureau  of  the  Ladies'  Home 
Journal.  Philadelphia,  Curtis  Pub.  Co. ,  1895. 
272  p.  D.  pap. 

Essentially  a  "popular"  and  trade  catalog, 
but  a  well  arranged  one.  It  is  classed  under 
14  main  divisions  —  fiction,  folk-lore,  biography, 
history,  literature,  fine  arts,  music,  travel, 
science,  useful  arts,  society,  philosophy,  religion, 
reference — with  abundant  subdivisions.  En- 
tries are  alphabetic  by  authors,  except  in  the 
division  cf  biography,  which  is  by  subject.  Fic- 
tion has  four  classes,  American,  English,  For- 
eign,and  Juvenile —  in  the  first  of  which  we  note 
Norman  Gale's  "June  romance"(!)  —  and  the 
list  is  quite  "  up  to  date  "  in  its  inclusion  of  re- 
cent books.  Mf'St  of  the  entries  are  concisely 
annotated,  and  in  addition  fiction  is  character- 
ized by  such  abbreviations  as  "adv.,"  "hist.," 
"hum.,"  "  rel.,"  "rom.,"  "sea,"  "soc.," 
"  war,"  appended  to  the  title.  Especially  note- 
worthy books  are  indicated  by  an  asterisk.  There 
are  about  150  portraits  of  authors  scattered 
through  the  text.  Short  titles  are  given  and  the 
imprint  data  include  number  of  volumes,  size, 
publisher,  and  two  prices  —  the  advertised  retail 
price  and  the  "  special  price  "  at  which  the  book 
will  be  furnished  by  the  publishers  of  the  list  ; 
the  latter  is  usually  from  20  to  25  %  off.  The  cat- 
alog proper  is  prefaced  by  a  list  of  portraits,  an 
index  of  subjects,  and  an  index  of  authors. 

FOSTER'S  MONTHLY  REFERENCE  LISTS  (Provi- 
dence P.  L.  Bulletin,  v.  i,  no.  4)  for  April  re- 
late to  "Napoleon  Bonaparte,"  covering'  his 
own  writings,  general  and  personal  biographies, 
his  family,  early  life  and  social  connections, 
works  on  the  Napoleonic  period  in  European 
history,  and  Napoleon  as  a  military  genius  ; 
"The  Armenians;"  and  "Portraits  and  por- 
traiture." This  issue  of  the  Bulletin  contains 
also  an  interesting  article  on  the  desirability 
of  "A  musical  alcove,"  and  a  special  catalog  of 
the  collection  of  music  possessed  by  the  library. 
This  catalog  is  liberally  annotated,  nonpareil 
footnotes  giving  concise  biographical  informa- 
tion about  the  musicians  whose  works  are  in- 
cluded. 

HARTFORD  (Ct.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN,    v.  17,  nos. 

1-2.    April,  1895.    42  p. 

Besides  the  list  of  additions  from  January - 
April,  1895,  there  is  a  first  instalment  of  a 
classed  list  of  "  books  old  and  new  on  sociology, 
political  economy,  etc." 

The  HELENA  (Mont.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for 
March  (No.  13)  contains,  besides  the  usual  list 
of  additions,  some  useful  hints  on  the  "careful 
usage  of  library  books "  and  notes  on  standard 


"bibliographies  of  American  and  English  pub- 
lications," including  the  American  Catalogue, 
Trade-list  annual,  Annual  literary  index,  etc. 

JORDELL,  D.,  (comp.)  Catalogue  annuel  de  la  li- 
brairie  Francaise  pour  1894:  donnant  la  no- 
menclature de  tous  les  livres  fran<,ais  parus 
en  France  et  a  1'etranger  pendant  1'annee 
1894  ;  i°  par  ordre  alphabetique  des  noms 
d'auteurs;  2°  par  ordre  alphabetique  des  litres; 
suivie  d'une  table  alphabetique  des  matierec. 
2e  annee.  Paris,  Per  Lamm  (Librarie  Nilsson;, 
1895.  256  p.  O. 

The  NEW  YORK  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  has 
issued,  through  its  secretary,  W:  R.  Eastman, 
of  the  New  York  State  Library,  a  leaflet  setting 
forth  the  results  of  the  vote  on  the  best  25  books 
of  1894,  taken  by  librarians  of  New  York  and 
other  states,  at  the  request  of  the  association. 
The  25  books  selected  as  the  "  best"  were  given 
in  the  April  issue  of  the  L.  J.  (20  : 124);  in  the 
pamphlet  they  are  repeated,  and  the  other  books 
receiving  one  or  more  votes  are  given.  There 
are  199  titles  exclusive  of  the  first  25. 

The  NEWARK  (N.  J.)  P.  L.  News  for  April 
contains,  besides  the  usual  list  of  new  books 
added,  a  special  reading  list  on  "  Forestry,  trees 
and  Arbor-day,"  including  books  and  magazine 
articles. 

The  SALEM  (  Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  April 
devotes  its  usual  "special  reading  list"  to 
"  French  literature, "covering  well-known  books 
in  English  upon  the  subject. 

The  SKANDINAVISK  ANTIQUARIAT,  of  Copen- 
hagen, has  issued  two  catalogs,  one  of  "  books 
printed  in  Iceland  from  A.D.  1584  to  1844,"  the 
other  of  "the  more  important  books  published 
in  Denmark  and  Norway  during  1894."  The 
former  is  a  chronological  list,  arranged  by  the 
name  of  the  town  in  which  the  bocks  were 
printed,  and  including  an  author-index.  The 
list  of  books  of  1894  is  classed  by  subject,  and 
entries  are  alphabetical. 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mass.)  L.  BULLETIN  for 
March  contains  a  list  of  "  books  relating  to  the 
French  Revolution,  Consulate,  and  First  Em- 
pire"; also  a  short  list  of  novels  and  tales  on 
the  same  subject. 

FULL   NAMES. 
The  following  are  supplied  by  Harvard  College  Library. 

Bebb,  Michael  Schuck (Notes  on  North  Ameri- 
can willows); 

Davenport,  G:  E:  (Fllices  Mexicanae); 

Dockham,  Alice  Clarke,  and  Gerrish,  Lucy 
Frances  (Sunday  helps  for  litt'e  people); 

Hamilton,  J:  Taylor,  joint-author  (A  history 
of  the  reformed  church,  Dutch,  etc.); 

Hicks,  Gilbert  H:  (Nourishment  of  the  em- 
bryo and  importance  of  the  endosperm  in 
viviparous  mangrove  plants); 

Lloyd,  Curtis  Gates  (Catalogue  of  books  re- 
lating to  the  flora  of  Europe  contained  in  [his] 
botanical  library); 


i88 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


[May,  '95 


McGuire,  Joseph  Deakins  (The  stone  ham- 
mer and  its  various  uses); 

Pammel,  L:  Herman,  and  Stewart,  Fred  Carl- 
ton  (The  influence  of  fungicides  upon  the  ger- 
mination of  seeds); 

Plummer,  M..  Wright  (Hints  to  small  li- 
braries) ; 

Sheffeld,  C:  Arthur,  editor  (The  history  of 
Florence,  Mass.); 

Willard,  Joseph  A:  (Half  a  century  with 
judges  and  lawyers. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIE,  Allgemeine,  der  Staats-  u. 
Rechtswissenschaften.  Ubersichtder  auf  die- 
sen  Gebieten  im  deutschen  u.  auslandischen 
Buchhandel  neu  erschienenen  Litteratur.  He- 
rausgeber:  O.  Miihlbrecht.  Jahrg.  28:  1895. 
Berlin,  Puttkammer  &  Muhlbrecht.  1895.  8°, 
5  m. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIE  anatomique.  Revue  des  travaux 
en  langue  franchise.  Anatomic,  histologie, 
embryologie,  anthropologie.  Annee  1895. 
Paris,  Berger-Levrault  &  Cie,  1895.  10  fr. 

THE  Bookbuyer  for  May  contains  the  first  in- 
stalment of  a  "  Bibliography  of  the  original  edi- 
tions of  the  works  of  John  Greenleaf  Whittier," 
compiled  by  E:  H.  Bierstadt.  This  is  said  to 
be  the  first  detailed  and  comprehensive  bibli- 
ography of  Whittier;  descriptive  notes  are  ap- 
pended, and  the  compilation  is  a  careful  and  use- 
ful piece  of  work.  It  will  be  completed  in  four 
instalments,  and  will  be  followed  by  bibliogra- 
phies of  James  Russell  Lowell,  Nathaniel  Haw- 
thorne, Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  and  other  au- 
thors whose  works  are  of  interest  to  collectors. 

BRECKENBRIDGE,  Roeliff  Morton.  The  Cana- 
dian banking  system,  1817- 1890.  N  .Y.,  pub- 
lished for  the  Am.  Economic  Assoc.  by  Mac- 
millan  &  Co.  [1895.]  c.  2 -476  p.  O.  (Pub- 
lications of  the  society,  v.  10,  nos.  i,  2,  3,) 
pap.,  II.SQ. 

Contains  a  6-p.  bibliography  of  works  con- 
sulted. 

BRIVOIS,  J.  Essai  de  bibliographic  des  ceuvres 
de  M.  Alphonse  Daudet  avec  fragments  ine- 
dits.  Paris,  L.  Conquet,  1895.  143  p.  8°,  10  fr. 

DITCHFIELD,  P.  H.  Books  fatal  to  their  authors. 
N.  Y.,  A.  C.  Armstrong  &  Son,  1895.     20  + 
233  p.  S.  (Booklover's  lib.)  cl.,  $1.25. 
Describes  nearly  200  books  which  caused  their 

authors  to  be  persecuted  for  heresy,  laxity  of 

morals,  rebellion,  etc. 

GREENE,  F:  D:  The  Armenian  crisis  in  Tur- 
key; the  massacre  of  1894,  its  antecedents  and 


its  significance;  introd.  by  Rev.  Josiah  Strong. 
N.  Y.,  G:  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  1895.  c.  17  + 
180  p.  11.  por.  maps,  D.  cl.,  $i  ;  pap.,  60 c. 
Contains  a  4-p.  bibliography  of  the  subject. 

GRUEL,  L.  La  rose  d'or:  une  auberge  d'ouvri- 
ers  relieurs  au  xviii.  siecle  (1714-1780). 
Paris,  Techener.  16  p.  8°. 

"  INDIAN  BIBLIOGRAPHIES  "  is  the  subject  of 
a  series  of  articles  by  R:  R,  Elliott,  appearing 
in  the  American  Catholic  Quarterly  Review.  The 
third  paper,  in  the  April  issue  of  the  Re-view, 
narrates  briefly  the  history  of  the  Puritan 
missions  in  New  England,  and  records,  with 
considerable  bibliographical  detail,  the  various 
known  editions  of  Eliot's  Bible,  early  Indian 
grammars,  catechisms,  and  publications  relat- 
ing to  the  Indians  of  New  England.  Frequent 
reference  is  made  to  Filling's  "  Bibliography 
of  the  Algonquin  language." 

LANGMUIR,  A.  C.     Index  to  the  literature   of 
didymium,  1842-1893.     Washington,  Smith- 
sonian  Institution,  1894.     20  p.  O.  (Smithso- 
nian miscellaneous  collections,  v.  38,  no.  972.) 
Recommended  to  the  Institution  for  publica- 
tion by  the  committee  of  the  A.  A.  A.  S.  having 
charge  of  the  indexing  chemical  literature.     Ar- 
ranged chronologically,   with  author  index  ap- 
pended. 

MACDONALD,  Arthur.  Abnormal  man  :  essays 
on  education  and  crime  and  related  subjects ; 
with  digests  of  literature  and  a  bibliography. 
Wash.,  D.  C..W.  H.  Lowdermilk  &  Co.,  1895. 
445  p.  8°,  $2. 

Formerly  issued  (in  1893)  by  the  Government 
Printing  Office. 

McLEOD,  H.,  and  others.  Bibliography  of  spec- 
troscopy.  (Brit.  ASEOC.  for  Advancement  of 
Science,  rpt.,  1894,  p.  161-236.) 

MADAN,  Falconer.  The  early  Oxford  press:  a 
bibliography  of  printing  and  publishing  at 
Oxford,  1468-1640;  with  notes,  appendixes, 
and  illustrations.  Oxford,  Clarendon  Press, 
1895.  pis.  365  p.  8°,  i8j. 

MAGEE,  W.  H.  Indexes  to  the  literature  of 
cerium  and  lanthanum.  Wash.,  Smithsonian 
Institution,  1895.  43  p.  O.  (Smithsonian  mis- 
cellaneous collections,  no.  971.) 

MUSSET,  Alfred  de.  A  selection  from  the  poetry 
and  comedies  of  Alfred  de  Musset;  ed.,  with 
introd.  and  notes,  by  L.  Oscar  Kuhns.  Bost. , 
Ginn  &  Co.,  1895.  c.  27+289  p.  por.  D. 
(Internal,  mod.  lang.  ser.)  cl.,  90 c. 
Contains  a  short  bibliography  (2^  p.)  of  De 

Mussel's  works  and  works  about  him. 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY   RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new.  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the  Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.    Second-hand 

Catalogues   by  early  Mails,  and   no  Commission   charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

No  expensive  sub-agencies  at  lionie  or  abroad.   Foreign  books  on  easy  terms 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others: 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,   Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 

BINDING. 

Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.    Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.    Superior 
Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old  Books.     Calf  Extra  In  Every  Variety. 
Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law- 
Boo  ks  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  In  Cloth/   Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 
dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  In 
Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore. 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faitnfulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen's  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  We*t,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  Iowa  Stati  Agricultural  College. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  feei  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake." — MKLVIL  DKWEV,  Statt  Library^  New  York. 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 


COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 


MEMBER    AMERICAN     LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 
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L.  B.  STANDARD  CATALOG  CARDS. 

Some  libraries  fail  to  appreciate  the  very  great  importance  of  having  catalog  cards  of  the 
most  durable  material,  accurately  cut,  punched  and  ruled,  and  as  perfect  as  experience  and  in- 
genuity can  make  them.  The  Bureau  desires  to  call  attention  to  the  following  essentials  for  a 
perfect  card  for  library  card  catalogs  : 

MATERIAL.  It  is  necessary  that  this  be  of  the  most  durable  quality,  more  perhaps  in 
the  card  catalog  of  a  library  than  almost  any  of  the  thousands  of  uses  to  which  cards  are  put  in 
these  days  of  their  extended  application.  Catalogs  are  made  for  perhaps  a  hundred  years  or  more 
of  use,  and  a  slight  saving  in  the  cost  of  material  becomes  exceedingly  expensive  economy  and  is 
dearly  paid  for  later  on. 

The  board  from  which  L.  B.  standard  cards  are  cut  is  made  out  of  what  is  termed  "  hard 
stock,"  *.  e.,  new  linen  cuttings  from  the  shirt  factories  at  Troy.  This  stock  is  given  exactly  the 
right  treatment  in  the  engines  of  special  power,  sized  with  the  proper  amount  of  sizing  to  produce 
the  best  results,  and  dried  very  carefully  so  as  to  be  kept  flat ;  then,  calendered  to  the  right  sur- 
face. These  are  the  necessary  requirements  for  as  perfect  material  as  the  science  of  paper-mak- 
ing affords.  That  they  are  essential  we  have  demonstrated,  and  also  that  they  are  difficult  of  at- 
tainment except  through  large  experience.  This  result  is  not  attained  by  any  such  easy  process 
as  is  ordinary  cotton  mill  bristol,  which  any  good  mill  can  make  ;  so  that  when  a  stationer  or 
bookseller  says  he  can  furnish  the  same  as  the  Library  Bureau  standard  he  is  agreeing  to  more 
than  he  knows.  The  Library  Bureau  standard  cards  are  absolutely  without  adulteration  and 
users  may  be  assured  of  their  permanent  character. 

In  cheaper  stocks  chemical  wood  fibre  is  made  to  enter  into  almost  every  product  of  the 
paper  mills,  averaging  from  twenty  to  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  entire  material  used.  At  first  this 
adulterated  stock  has  every  appearance  of  possessing  all  the  qualities  of  first-class  material.  In 
time,  however,  it  loses  its  strength,  breaks  rapidly,  and,  more  than  anything  else,  its  erasive  qual- 
ities are  impaired.  No  library  catalog  should  be  made  of  cards  containing  wood  fibre.  So  insid- 
ious is  this  adulteration,  however,  that  the  best  judges  of  paper  can  hardly  detect  its  presence. 
It  is  through  its  use,  of  which  dealers  may  or  may  not  know,  that  they  are  able  to  quote  lower 
prices  than  for  the  cards  furnished  by  the  Bureau.  Formerly  adulterations  were  made  by  using 
other  cheap  substances  readily  detected  ;  clay,  even,  was  not  unknown  to  contribute  to  the  weight 
of  the  stock  without  adding  to  its  cost. 

We  guarantee  the  Library  Bureau  standard  cards  to  be  entirely  free  from  every  adulter- 
ation and  made  of  materials  to  give  the  longest  life.  They  harden  and  improve  with  years  of  use. 

FINISH.  A  good  finish  is  needed  to  write  upon,  but  not  the  plate  finish  which  comes 
upon  wedding  bristol,  which  leaves  a  greasy  surface.  This  has  been  carefully  studied  by  the 
Bureau  and  the  best  results  obtained. 

ERASURE.  It  is  important  that  stock  have  good  erasive  qualities.  This  is  obtained 
from  the  linen  ledger  stock  used  in  the  L.  B.  standard  cards. 

RULING.  The  ruling  of  L.  B.  cards  is  done  after  they  are  cut,  so  that  absolute  accur- 
acy and  uniformity  is  obtained,  special  machines  having  been  invented  for  this  purpose. 

CUTTING.  This  is  done  by  special  machines  which  produce  the  result  obtained  by  the 
use  of  shears,  giving  an  equal  edge  on  both  sides  and  at  right  angles  to  the  surface  of  the  card. 
This  is  essential  to  give  the  necessary  sharp  edges  for  quick  handling  and  possesses  great  advan- 
tage over  machine  cut  cards  in  which  there  is  a  bevelled  edge  on  one  side  and  a  burr  on  the  other. 

In  short,  if  a  library  wishes  to  be  assured  of  the  character  of  the  cards  entering  into  its 
card  catalog,  upon  which  it  may  spend  thousands  of  dollars  in  preparation,  it  should  use  "  L.  B. 
standard  cards,"  as  no  others  furnish  any  guarantee  that  they  are  of  the  requisite  material. 
Samples  and  prices  on  application. 

__,  »""    _ 

LIBRARY    BUREAU, 

BOSTON,      NEW    YORK,      PHILADELPHIA,      CHICAGO    and     LONDON. 
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HICCINS'    AMERICAN    DRAWING    INKS 

(Established  iSSo) 
Are  the  Standard  Liquid  Drawing  Inks  of  the  World. 

They  are  used  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  Schools,  Colleges  and  Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths  of  the  professional  draughtsmen  of  this  country  use  no 
other  drawing  ink. 

Jo.  Pennell  says  of  the  Black  Ink :  "  There  is  no  ink  equal  to  It  for  half 
a  dozen  reasons.  From  the  time  you  open  the  bottle  until  you  have  put  all 
its  contents  on  paper  you  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  it." 

A.  B.  Frost  says  :  "  I  use  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  it  is  certainly  the  best." 

BLACKS. — Two  kinds  :  Waterproof,  white  label  (insoluble  when  dry) ; 
and  General,  red  label  (soluble). 

COLORS.— Carmine,  Scarlet,  Vermilion,  Brick  Red,  Blue,  Yellow, 
Green,  Orange,  Brown,  Indigo,  Violet. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(Bottles  by  mall,  prepaid,  thirty-five  cents  each.    Color  Card,  showing  actual  inks  free.) 

HICCINS'    PHOTO    MOUNTER. 

The  new  adhesive  for  mounting  photographs,  etc.,  tissue  and  scrap- 
book  work,  and  general  use  as  a  substitute  for  mucilage,  over  which  it  has 
many  advantages  due  to  its  superiority  and  economy  in  use.  Not  a  starch 
or  Sour  paste,  but  a  Vegetable  Glue,  semi-fluid,  of  soft  and  unctuous  con- 
sistency, pure  white  color,  and  free  from  lumps.  Perfectly  homogeneous, 
and  hence  the  water  never  separates  from  the  pulp,  leaving  the  latter  to 
shrivel  up,  as  occurs  in  all  common  pastes.  Spreads  smoothly  and  uni- 
formly, adheres  at  once  and  dries  quickly.  Will  not  warp,  cockle  nor  strike 
through,  nor  change  the  tone  nor  injure  mounts.  Requires  no  prepara- 
tion— always  ready  for  use. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(3  oz,  jar,  prepaid  by  mail,  for  thirty  cents.) 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs.,  170  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 

LONDON  OFFICE:  106  CHARING  CROSS  ROAD. 

JOHN  MURPHY  &  CO;S  New  BooE 

SATOLLI'S  LOYALTY  TO  CHURCH  AND  STATE.     The  Collected  Addresses 
and  Speeches  of  FRANCIS  ARCHBISHOP  SATOLLI.     PAPAL  DELEGATE.     One  vol.,  12010,  cloth, 
250  pages,  $1.25. 
The  Speeches  and  Addresses  contained  in  this  volume  were  delivered  by  His  Excellency  the  most  Rev.  Francis 

Satolli,  Archbishop  of  Lepanto.    Delegate  Apostolic  to  the  U.  5.,  since  his  arrival  in  America  :  and  are  published 

with  his  sanction. 

BIBLE,  SCIENCE  AND  FAITH.     By  REV.  J.  A.  ZAHM,  C.S.C.     Professor  of  Physics 

in  the  University  of  Notre  Dame.     I2mo,  cloth,  $1.25,  net. 

Embracing  his  famous  Lectures  delivered  at  the  Catholic  Summer  School  in  1893  on  "  The  Antiquity  of  Man," 
"  Religion  and  Science,"  "  The  Biblical  Deluge,"  etc.,  and  his  papers  on  "  The  Mosaic  Hexaemeron,"  and  "  The 
Mosaic  Account  of  the  Creation"  in  the  light  of  modern  science. 

"  Professor  John  A.  Zahm,  of  Notre  Dame  University,  Ind.,  who  is  probably  the  foremost  authority  on  science 
in  the  American  Catholic  Church,  has  been  honored  by  the  Pope  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy." — New 
York  Tribune. 

"  Rev.  J.  A.  Zahm,  of  Notre  Dame  University,  has  been  delivering  some  lectures  on  science  that  show  how  pro- 
foundly even  Catholicism  is  being  affected  by  modern  thought.  One  of  the  lectures  was  on  the  Deluge  ;  and  in  it  the 
lecturer  denied  that  the  Deluge  was  universal.  It  is  true  that  the  universality  of  the  Deluge  has  never  been  formally 
promulgated  by  the  Church  as  an  article  of  faith,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  theory  of  a  local  flood  held  by  mod- 
ern scientists  and  taught  by  Father  Zahm,  is  opposed  to  the  almost  unbroken  tradition  of  the  Church.  One  might 
suppose  that  in  a  Church  as  conservative  as  the  Catholic,  which  pays  to  much  deference  to  traditional  teachings, 
there  would  be  no  attempt  made  to  modify  the  ancient  views  on  this  question  in  order  to  make  them  conform  to  the 
conclusions  of  modern  science:  nevertheless  such  is  the  case.  Not  only  in  this  particular  instance,  but  in  many 
others,  modern  Catholicism  is  showing  a  desire  to  put  itself  in  more  or  less  sympathetic  relations  with  modern 
thought."— Nevi  York  Tribune. 

THE  JUDICIAL  MURDER  OF   MRS.    MARY   E.    SURRATT.    By  DAVID 

MILLER  DE  WITT.    One  vol.,  12010,  cloth,  260  pages,  $1.25,  net. 

A  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Military  Commission  that  tried,  com  victed,  and  sentenced  this  lady  to  death, 
on  a  charge  of  complicity  in  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  Together  with  the  conduct  of  the  trial,  the 
arguments  of  the  defence,  the  charge  of  Judge  Bingham,  the  sentence  and  the  execution. 

"The  hanging  of  Mrs.  Surratt  is  the  only  deliberate  judicial  murder  in  the  annals  of  the  United  States  and  let 
us  hope  that  it  will  be  the  last.  That  it  may  be  so,  every  American  citizen  should  know  the  facts  that  they  may  unite 
in  condemnation  of  the  stain  upon  our  national  honor." — Baltimore  Sun. 

"Mr.  De  Witt's  book  should  find  a  place  of  importance  among  those  of  historical  record.  He  does  not  write  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  telling  a  moving  tale,  be  exercises  the  right  of  a  trained  advocate,  skilled  in  the  sifting  of  evi- 
dence, to  put  before  posterity  the  real  facts  of  the  case."— Brooklyn  Citizen. 
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Walter  S.  Houghton,  Lynn,  Matt. 

Arena,  1890,  any. 

Bay  State  Mo.,  v.  a,  $3  oo,  or  odd  nos. 

Cosmopolitan,  any  in  1886. 

Illustrated  American,  1890  and  '91,  any. 
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where  catalogues  and  all  information  may  be  obtained. 

Walter  S.  Houghton,  Lynn,  Mats. 

Sets,  vols.,  and  odd  nos.  ot  magazines  for  tale.  Send 
for  circular. 

J.  C.  Thomas,  150  5th  Ave..  N.  Y. 

Edinburgh  Review,  Edinburgh  ed..  complete  from  be- 
ginning in  1802  to  '87,  inclusive;  first  130  v.  uniformly 
bound  in  hf.  leath.  (probably  russia),  and  perfect,  the 
rest  in  nice  nos.  An  extraordinarily  fine  set.  166  v., 
70  cents  each. 

Quarterly  Review,  London  ed.,  complete  from  beginning; 
in  1809  to  '86,  Inclusive;  163  v.  uniformly  bound  in  hf. 
cf .,  a  few  early  vols.  a  little  broken.  A  fine  set.  60 
cents  per  vol. 

Monthly  Review,  London,  complete  from  1749  to  1825, 
inclusive,  uniformly  bound  and  in  good  condition. 
191  v.,  35  cents  each. 

New  Princeton  Review,  complete,  6  v.,  in  printed  manilla 
rope-paper  file  cases  that  render  binding  unnecessary. 
$1.50  for  the  set.  The  same,  lacking  the  first  no.  and 
the  last  no.,  only  $1.00. 
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GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  tor  Colleges  &  Libraries 

810    BROADWAY,     NEW    YORK, 

(TWO  DOORS  ABOVE  GRACE  CHURCH) 

begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 

clerks  at  London,  Paris  and  Leipzig.     He  has  open  accounts 

with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His    experience    enables  him   to    give    information  at    once    about 
rare  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany,  and 
can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


Gno.  H.  BAKER,  Librarian  of  Columbia  College,  New  York. 


"  Seven  years  ago(  in  reorganizing  the  Columbia  College  library,  I  spent  much  time  in  trying  to  discover  how  to  get  out 
foreign  books  and  periodicals  with  the  least  delay,  trouble  and  expense.  The  result  of  the  comparison  of  three  methods,  viz : 
ordering  direct  from  foreign  dealers,  ordering  through  one  agent  in  London,  or  ordering  through  one  agent  in  New  York  showed 
us  that  it  was  to  our  advantage  to  give  Mr.  Stechert  all  our  foreign  orders,  as  he  delivered  in  the  library  in  a  single  package 
and  with  a  single  bilf  at  as  Jow  cost  as  we  were  able  with  vastly  greater  trouble,  to  get  a  half  dozen  different  packages  in  differ- 
ent bills  from  different  places.  In  reorganizing  the  New  York  State  Library,  I  opened  the  whole  question  anew,  and  the  result 
of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr.  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders." 

MELVIL  DEWEY,  Dirtctor  of  N.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  of  Adelbert  College,  Cleveland,  O. 


"  Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
seem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  thisgs  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you." 

ERNEST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  ef  College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  N.J. 


"  Our  library  committee  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.    You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollars,  but  have 
town  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you. ' ' 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester^  N.  Y. 
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HE  above  cut  is  a  reduced  photograph  of  the  upper  end  of  two  card  holders  hinged  together.  These  holders 
are  4*4*16  inches,  full  size.  In  the  Bibliography  column  the  work  was  first  typewritten  on  thin  paper,  five 
to  eight  copies  at  once.  One  of  these  copies  was  pasted  on  cardboard,  and  by  the  use  of  a  RUDOLPH 
CARD  CUTTER,  cut  apart,  each  book  separately  ;  yet  the  cards  are  easily  separated  for  the  insertion  of  new 
books,  each  in  its  proper  place. 

In  the  Biography  column  the  printed  matter  is  simply  a  leaf  from  an  ordinary  catalogue,  pasted  OB  cardboard 
and  then  treated  in  the  same  way. 

The  card  holders  are  hinged  alike  at  both  ends,  producing  an  ENDLESS  INDEX  CHAIN  which  is  revolved 
by  a  crank  under  the  glass  lid  of  the  case,  showing  five  pages  at  once.  The  size  of  Indexer  Case  is  34  inches  long  by  24 
inches  wide,  42  inches  high.  About  the  only  practical  difference  in  use  between  the  RUDOLPH  INDEXER  and 
an  Unabridged  Dictionary  is  that  you  turn  the  Dictionary  leaves  by  hand,  while  in  the  Indexer  an  endless  suc- 
cession of  leaves  is  revolved  by  a  crank.  It  will  accommodate  equally  a  library  of  1000,  10,000  or  20,000  volumes.  It 
takes  the  place  of  the  old  style  card  finding  list,  is  accessible  to  the  public,  yet  cannot  be  tampered  with,  and  renders 
the  publication  of  supplements  unnecessary.  If  the  problem  of  a  World's  Central  Cataloguing  Bureau  is  ever  solved 
it  will  be  done  by  the  use  of  the  RUDOLPH  INDEXER. 

Time  saved  over  the  card  system,  say  three-fourths. 
Money  saved  over  the  card  system,  say  two-thirds. 
Patience  saved  over  the  card  system,  beyond  computation. 

Compare  looking  for  a  word  and  its  meaning  in  an  Unabridged  Dictionary,  and  for  the  same  word  in  the 
latest  card  index  drawer,  and  you  have  about  the  difference  between  the  old  card  system  and  the  RUDOLPH 
INDEXER. 
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THE  great  result  is  accomplished  —  and  the 
New  York  Public  Library  has  now  a  legal  exist- 
ence. So  magnificent  an  opportunity  has  rarely 
if  ever  presented  itself  in  the  whole  history  of 
libraries  for  a  crowning  achievement  in  archi- 
tecture and  in  library  administration,  and  as  the 
new  library  has  already  two  buildings,  in  the 
Astor  and  the  Lenox  Library,  there  is  every  op- 
portunity as  well  as  reason  to  take  all  the  time 
that  may  be  necessary  in  planning  for  a  new 
building.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  plan  will 
be  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  include  branch 
libraries  throughout  the  city,  and  practically,  per- 
haps, to  take  over  the  work  of  the  Free  Circu- 
lating Library.  Simultaneously  comes  the  op- 
portunity for  two  other  great  library  buildings 
in  the  gift  of  President  Low  to  Columbia,  and  of 
an  unknown  donor  to  the  University  of  New 
York;  and  provision  is  also  to  be  made  for  li- 
brary accommodation  in  connection  with  the 
third  great  college  in  New  York,  the  City  Col- 
lege, under  the  bill  passed  by  the  last  legisla- 
ture providing  a  new  site  for  its  home.  We 
propose  in  an  early  number  of  the  JOURNAL  to 
commence  a  series  of  articles  as  to  the  ideal 
home  for  great  public  and  university  libraries, 
with  the  intention  of  bringing  the  experience  of 
the  profession  to  bear  on  the  interesting  prob- 
lems which  confront  New  York. 


THE  regret  throughout  the  library  profession 
at  the  failure  of  the  administration  to  appoint  as 
the  new  superintendent  of  public  documents  the 
one  man,  already  in  the  service,  who  was  best 
fitted  by  long  experience  and  useful  work  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  has  found 
general  expression,  and  it  is  unfortunate,  at 
least,  that  an  administration  committed  to  civil 
service  reform  has  in  two  cases,  in  which  the  li- 
brary profession  has  had  some  interest,  retired 
faithful  and  capable  public  servants  to  make 
place  for  new  men  —  the  cases  of  Mr.  Sturtevant 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  of  Dr.  Ames. 
This  being  said,  it  is  but  fair  to  recognize  that 
the  new  appointee,  Mr.  Crandall,  has  taken  hold 
of  the  important  and  difficult  work  before  him  in 
the  most  praiseworthy  manner.  He  has  wisely 


taken  great  pains  to  consult  members  of  the 
American  Library  Association  best  versed  in 
cataloging;  he  has  obtained  the  help  of  experi- 
enced workers,  like  Mr.  J.  H.  Hickox  for  the 
work  of  cataloging,  and  Miss  A.  R.  Hasse  for 
the  care  of  the  library  which  he  is  forming;  and 
his  methods  are  very  promising  of  good  result. 


His  general  plan  is  to  make  at  Washing- 
ton a  library  containing  all  public  documents, 
and  by  cataloging  these  to  furnish  the  best  pos- 
sible catalog  of  government  issues.  The  Con 
gressional  Library  should,  indeed,  contain  every 
such  issue,  but  even  this  representative  library 
seems  to  have  failed  to  obtain  everything,  and  it 
has  often  been  noted  that  it  is  practically  im- 
possible to  find  any  library  in  Washington  which 
is  completely  comprehensive  of  government 
documents.  Mr.  Crandall's  interesting  plan  of 
operations  gives  rise  to  the  suggestion  that  the 
Congressional  Library  is  the  proper  place  for 
such  a  collection,  and  in  view  of  the  very  crowd- 
ed condition  of  the  Government  Printing  House 
and  the  necessity  of  providing  elsewhere  for  this 
special  work,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason 
why  the  Congressional  Library,  which  for  many 
years  will  have  abundance  of  room,  should  not 
be  made  the  headquarters  of  this  division  of  the 
government  printing  office  and  the  repository  of 
the  special  collection  —  which  might,  indeed,  be 
made  by  filling  up  the  gaps  in  the  Congressional 
Library  —  and  also  the  temporary  warehouse  of 
the  great  mass  of  public  documents  which  have 
yet  to  be  sorted  and  properly  distributed.  The 
profession  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  so  much  in  sympathy  with  its  aims 
and  methods  as  Mr.  Crandall  seems  to  be.  and  it 
is  some  mitigation  of  the  disappointment  re- 
garding the  failure  to  promote  Dr.  Ames  that  he 
will  remain  in  the  government  service  in  the  In- 
terior Department. 

THE  retirement  of  Mr.  S.  A.  B.  Abbott  from 
active  participation  in  the  future  work  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  has  been  the  occasion  of 
general  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  Boston 
press  of  the  valuable  work  done  by  him  as 
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president  of  the  board  of  trustees,  particularly  in 
carrying  through  the  great  work  of  providing 
for  the  magnificent  new  home  of  that  institution. 
Whatever  question  there  may  be  as  to  the  de- 
sirability of  subordinating  the  librarianship  to 
the  president  or  chairman  of  a  board  in  a  great 
library,  or  as  to  the  specific  methods  of  Mr.  Ab- 
bott's detailed  administration  of  the  work  for 
which  he  felt  the  responsibility,  it  should  be 
heartily  acknowledged  that  Boston  and  the  whole 
library  profession  owe  to  him  cordial  recognition 
of  the  great  work;which  he  has  carried  through, 
and  which,  perhaps,  would  not  have  been  carried 
through  except  for  him.  The  library  is  now  in 
such  good  hands  that  Mr.  Abbott's  retirement 
should  be  of  less  detriment  to  it  than  it  might 
have  been  at  an  earlier  period.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  his  work  will  not  fail  to  be  crowned  by  good 
administration  in  the  new  building  under  the 
new  librarian,  as  well  as  under  Mr.  Abbott's 
successor  as  president  of  the  board. 


THE  ANNUAL  LITERARY  INDEX. 

WITH  the  reappearance  of  the  Annual  Liter- 
ary Index  two  important  suggestions  come 
strongly  to  mind: 

First  :  Why  cannot  librarians  be  informed  by 
the  editor  from  time  to  time,  through  the 
columns  of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  of  the  new 
periodicals  that  are  to  be  included  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  Index  ?  If  this  were  done  it  would 
enable  those  of  us  who  wish  to  add  to  our  li- 
braries all  indexed  volumes,  to  do  so  either  by 
subscription  or  by  buying  complete  sets,  and 
have  them  in  readiness  for  our  readers  when  the 
Index  makes  its  appearance.  I  have  no  doubt 
many  could  be  found  who  would  esteem  it  a 
great  privilege  to  receive  this  information  in  the 
manner  suggested. 

Second  :  I  am  sure  many  libraries  have  taken 
and  are  now  taking  periodicals  which  they  would 
not  have  subscribed  for  but  for  the  fact  that 
they  are  indexed  in  Poole  and  its  continuations. 
In  justice  to  such  libraries  the  indexing  of  these 
periodicals  ought  not  to  be  dropped  without  the 
best  of  reasons.  Not  only  ought  the  editor  of 
the  Index  to  continue  the  indexing  of  those  just 
referred  to,  but  his  policy  should  be  to  go  back 
and  index  the  gaps  which  already  exist  in  many 
important  sets. 

It  seems  to  me,  if  these  two  suggestions  could 
be  carried  out,  that  it  would  be  for  the  mutual 
advantage  of  the  editor  and  of  the  libraries,  and 
I  believe  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
finding  enough  libraries  who  are  interested  in 
the  matter  to  co-operate  in  the  work. 

GEORGE  WATSON  COLE. 

(  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 
\        Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


I  WOULD  reply  briefly  to  Mr.  Cole's  suggestions 
that  (i)  additions  to  the  list  of  periodicals  have 
rarely  been  made  except  at  near  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  indexing  for  the  year  being  then  done; 
and  that  (2)  periodicals  once  included  have  not 
been  dropped  except  for  what  seemed  "  the  best 
of  reasons."  The  cases  of  such  dropping  are 
very  few,  and  those  were  apparently  unavoida- 
ble. "  To  go  back  and  index  the  gaps  which  al- 
ready exist  in  many  important  sets  "  is  a  work 
undertaken  in  connection  with  each  5-year  sup- 
plement to  Poole,  but  efforts  in  that  direction 
are  not  deemed  advisable  in  the  Annual. 

W.  I.  FLETCHER. 

1  COLLEGE  LIBRARY, 
Amherst,  Mass. 

CONCERNING  LIBRA  R  Y  CENSORSHIP. 

YOUR  comments  on  "  a  novel  principle  in  li- 
brary censorship"  are  based,  so  far  as  this  li- 
brary is  concerned,  on  a  misstatement  of  facts  in 
our  local  press. 

The  arrest  of  Oscar  Wilde  raised  a  hue  and 
cry  against  him,  which  found  voice  in  an  edi- 
torial in  one  of  our  dailies  that  condemned  his 
writings  as  immoral  in  their  teaching  and  ten- 
dencies. There  was  at  the  same  time  an  un- 
healthy stimulus  given  to  the  call  for  his  books, 
most  of  which  had  remained  on  the  shelves  un- 
touched for  years.  In  response  to  the  demand  of 
reporters,  eager  for  a  sensation,  as  to  what  I  was 
going  to  do,  I  said  that  the  books  would  be,  or 
had  been,  withdrawn  from  circulation.  I  think 
one  of  the  papers  stated  correctly  that  I  had  with- 
drawn the  books  till  I  could  determine  from  per- 
sonal examination  whether  they  were  morally  ob- 
jectionable. Another  wrote  up  his  item  in  the 
most  approved  sensational  style,  with  scare-lines 
of  the  largest  type.  The  article  was  incorrect 
and  misleading  throughout.  The  head-lines  an- 
nounced that  there  was  "a  perfect  avalanche  of 
demands  for  bis  works,"  which  was  not  true; 
and  the  statements  in  the  body  of  the  article 
were  equally  incorrect,  especially  the  remarks 
attributed  to  me.  I  merely  said  that  the  books 
had  been  withdrawn.  I  did  not  see  the  article 
for  some  days  after  its  publication,  and,  for  ob- 
vious reasons,  did  not  think  correction  advis- 
able. 

I  entirely  agree  with  you  that  books  that  are 
in  themselves  unobjectionable  should  not  be 
condemned  on  account  of  the  moral  character  of 
their  writers.  After  glancing  through  Wilde's 
books,  which  I  had  not  seen  since  they  were 
bought  years  ago,  I  put  them  back  on  the 
shelves  —  without  notifying  the  newspapers. 
F.  M.  CRUNDEN. 

(  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 
1          St.  Louis,  Mo. 

LIBRARY  ADVERTISING. 

I  AM  especially  interested  in  library  adver- 
tising, and  shall  be  glad  to  receive  clippings  of 
lists,  notices,  etc.  In  return,  I  will  send  lists 
which  have  been  printed  free  of  cost  to  our  li- 
brary, and  an  explanation  of  the  method. 

LUTIE  E.  STEARNS,  Supt.  Cire.  Dept. 

j  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

1     Milwaukee.  Wit. 
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THE  CARE  OF  MAPS. 
BY  FRANCIS  H.  PARSONS,  Naval  Observatory,  Washington,  D.  C. 


ON  page  107  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association,  Lake  Placid  meeting, 
1894,  may  be  found  the  following  sentence  given 
as  an  axiom: 

"Don't  try  to  find  a  'convenient  form'  of 
arrangement  for  maps:  there  is  none." 

Among  all  the  librarians  with  whom  I  have 
conversed,  this  has  been  the  universal  experi- 
ence. Experiments,  many  and  varied,  have  re- 
sulted in  but  indifferent  success. 

Preparatory  to  arranging  the  large  collection 
of  maps  then  in  my  keeping,  in  1891,  I  was  di- 
rected by  the  superintendent  of  the  U.  S.  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey  to  visit  a  number  of  the 
large  Eastern  libraries,  with  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting the  various  methods  employed  in  the 
care  of  this  most  troublesome  requisite  of  a  large 
library.  With  only  one  exception  I  received 
but  slight  assistance  from  those  to  whom  I  ap- 
plied. The  answer  to  my  inquiries  was  general- 
ly to  this  effect: 

"Yes,  we  have  some  old  maps,  but  they  are 
not  arranged.  We  have  been  waiting  until  — 
until  —  we  can  get  at  them; "  or  "  until  we  can 
decide  what  to  do  with  them; "  or  "  until  we  can 
complete  our  subject  catalog,"  or  something 
else,  which  was  deemed  of  more  pressing  neces- 
sity —  if  not  easier  —  than  putting  the  maps  in 
convenient  order  for  consultation. 

The  one  illuminating  ray  of  brightness  which 
I  found  in  my  efforts  to  penetrate  the  hazy  region 
enveloping  the  "  care  of  maps  "  emanated  from 
that  accomplished  librarian  and  genial  gentle- 
man, Dr.  Justin  Winsor,  of  Harvard  College  Li- 
brary. The  day  that  I  called  upon  him  his  cus- 
todian of  maps  was  absent,  and  he  himself  very 
courteously  took  me  to  the  map-room  and  ex- 
plained the  method  there  in  use. 

This  is  one  of  the  largest  as  well  as  one  of 
the  finest  collections  I  have  ever  seen,  contain- 
ing above  750  bound  volumes  and  about  12,000 
loose  sheets,  many  of  which  are  very  rare.  The 
early  American  maps  are  well  represented,  and 
are  of  great  historical  importance,  especially  to 
all  who  would  write  of  American  history.  Un- 
fortunately there  is  no  printed  catalog;  although 
some  day  I  hope  to  see  one  issued. 

Dr.  Winsor  advised  me  to  use  the  "  Catalogue 
of  charts,  plans  and  maps  in  the  British  Museum 
Library,"  (2  vols.,  410,  $33)  as  the  best  check- 
list in  print.;  proudly  adding,  "  Of  nearly  all  the 


American  maps  mentioned  in  that  list,  we  have 
copies,  and  in  addition,  from  20  to  25  per  cent. 
not  described  there." 

The  U.  S.  Government  has  frequently  con- 
sulted, and  even  borrowed  from  the  Harvard  col- 
lection; and  I  regret  to  add  that  its  custodian 
still  deplores  the  fact  that  several  valuable  maps, 
bearing  ms.  notes,  which  were  used  by  a  former 
boundary  commission,  have  never  been  re- 
turned. In  this  connection,  and  as  my  subject 
is  the  "  care  of  maps,"  it  is  not  inapposite  to  re- 
mark that  the  first  essential  principle  to  be  ob- 
served can  be  expressed  in  three  words  — \Never 
loan  them! 

In  order  to  eliminate  one  source  of  trouble  to 
the  librarian,  it  may  be  well  to  dispose  first  of 
the  ordinary  "  roller  map,"  generally  a  large, 
varnished  sheet,  mounted  on  cloth,  intended  to 
be  hung  upon  the  wall,  extended  to  its  utmost. 
With  but  small  pretensions  to  accuracy,  it  pos- 
sesses to  the  real-estate  agent  and  county  mag 
nate  great  value  as  an  advertising  medium. 

In  ordinary  libraries  maps  of  this  class  can 
as  well  remain  upon  their  rollers,  properly  tied 
up  in  as  compact  cylindrical  form  as  feasible, 
numbered,  and  suspended  by  one  end  from 
hooks  upon  the  wall,  or  from  racks  made  for  the 
purpose,  where,  by  observing  a  little  care  in 
their  disposition,  any  number  indicated  by  the 
catalog  can  be  easily  found.  At  least  this  has 
been  my  own  experience.  I  should  not  recom- 
mend a  plan  I  have  seen  employed,  of  utilizing 
the  wall  space  of  a  stairsbaft  for  this  purpose. 
It  is  unsightly  and,  like  happiness,  always  just 
beyond  reach.  From  an  ethical  standpoint, 
alone,  this  plan  should  be  abandoned  on  account 
of  its  injurious  effect  upon  the  temper.  The 
roller  desired  hangs  temptingly  just  one  step 
higher  than  you  are,  but  when  that  step  has  been 
mounted  it  still  dangles  out  of  your  reach. 

The  more  carefully  executed  maps  with  which 
we  have  to  deal,  form  a  subject  for  graver  con- 
sideration. Often  minutely  depicted,  light  be- 
comes an  essential  requisite  in  using  them,  and 
as  a  minimum  degree  of  handling  is  desirable, 
they  certainly  should  not  be  stored  in  a  dark, 
inaccessible  corner  —  as  too  often  happens. 
For  their  preservation  they  require  a  safe 
abiding-place,  and  in  order  to  avoid  the  objec- 
tionable carrying  to  and  fro,  I  should  earnestly 
recommend  that  this  be  placed  near  a  well-light- 
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ed  table,  thus  securing  to  the  student  all  pos- 
sible advantage,  while  guaranteeing  long  life  to 
the  maps  themselves.  On  no  account  should 
they  be  rolled  —  even  loosely  —  the  process  hav- 
ing proved  detrimental  in  many  ways  ;  notice- 
ably, in  giving  them  a  tendency  to  curl,  which 
no  subsequent  pains  or  care  can  eradicate. 

In  extreme  cases  you  may  be  obliged  to  fold 
some  maps,  as  their  sizes  will  range  anywhere 
from  that  of  a  visiting  card  to  six  feet  (or  more) 
square.  They  are  constructed  upon  many  ma- 
terials, but  usually  upon  paper,  and  if  from  any 
reason  it  prove  to  be  either  brittle  or  fragile,  the 
map  should  be  mounted  upon  strong  paper  or 
cloth  —  preferably  the  latter.  The  utmost  care 
is  required  to  guard  against  distorting  the  map, 
as  a  change  in  scale  in  one  direction  only  will 
falsify  it,  and  render  it  inaccurate.  Paper, 
when  moistened  by  paste,  will  stretch  more 
easily  with  its  grain  than  across  it,  and  none 
but  an  expert  who  will  give  conscientious  care 
to  the  manipulation  should  be  entrusted  with 
such  an  important  process. 

On  small  maps  margins  may  be  added  with 
great  advantage  ;  not  only  in  bringing  them  to 
a  uniform  size,  but  in  supplying  a  space  for  ms. 
notes  regarding  the  history  of  the  map,  its  date, 
or  information  concerning  other  editions  from 
the  same  plate,  not  recorded  on  this  particular 
print.  Should  the  maps  be  very  small  indeed, 
yet  depict  the  same  localities,  several  can  be 
mounted  upon  one  back.  Some  geographers 
recommend  the  use  of  neutral  tinted  papers  for 
these  margins,  as  serving  to  bring  out  the  colors 
and  delineations,  while  an  expanse  of  white  is 
often  blinding. 

After  the  division  into  classes  and  subjects, 
the  next  and  probably  most  important  point 
for  consideration  will  be  a  method  of  storing 
which  will  secure  their  preservation  yet  leave 
them  accessible.  This  is  the  great  problem  con- 
fronting librarians,  of  which,  according  to  the 
opinion  quoted  at  the  head  of  this  paper,  no 
satisfactory  solution  has  been  found.  I  can 
only  describe  some  of  the  plans  which  have 
been  adopted,  stating  their  advantages  and 
drawbacks,  and  adding,  perhaps,  notes  of  a  few 
of  the  mechanical  details  which  will  aid  in  the 
use  of  the  various  systems. 

For  small  collections  the  general  plan  is  to 
keep  them  in  drawers ;  while  shelving,  either 
with  or  without  portfolios,  seems  preferable  for 
large  ones. 

In  their  presentj  form,  the  superiority  of 
drawers  for  storage  chiefly^consists  in  affording 


protection  from  dust,  but  when  weighed  against 
inaccessibility,  this  may  be'considered  an  insuffi- 
cient reason  for  their  use.  Drawers  such  as 
those  used  in  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  for  filing 
drawings  recommend  themselves  to  my  judg- 
ment as  subject  to  fewer  objections  than  any  I 
have  seen.  The  body  of  them  rests  upon  two 
supports  which  pull  out  with  the  movement  of 
opening  the  drawer,  and  when  clear  of  the  case 
it  pivots  to  any  desired  angle,  so  that  the  sheets 
can  be  turned  for  inspection.  These  drawers 
are  very  expensive,  and  I  have  never  seen  them 
exceed  dimensions  of  about  22  x  28  inches. 

For  large  maps  drawers  should  never  be  over 
three  inches  in  depth,  nor  would  I  advise  mak- 
ing them  more  than  42  inches  wide  by  36  inches 
from  front  to  back.  The  lightest  wood  obtain- 
able should  be  used  for  their  construction,  held 
together  with  screws  ;  for,  when  heavily  laden, 
and  in  constant  use,  they  soon  break  away  if 
depending  upon  dove-tailing,  glue,  or  nails. 
The  front  face  should  be  hinged  to  let  down, 
enabling  one  to  readily  glance  over  the  distin- 
guishing numbers  on  the  edge  of  the  sheets,  in 
order  to  select  the  one  desired  without  being 
obliged  to  consult  each  title.  At  the  back  the 
drawer  should  have  a  top  at  least  six  inches 
wide,  to  protect  the  edges  of  the  maps  in  open- 
ing and  closing  the  drawer;  a  light  guard  used 
at  the  front  is  also  of  great  service  for  the  same 
purpose.  Even  drawers  of  this  size,  when  filled 
with  maps,  will  be  found  very  heavy,  and  will 
require  anti-friction  devices,  lubricated  with  soap. 
It  may  be  well  to  add  that  drawers  for  a  large 
collection  of  maps  will  entail  a  carpenter's  bill 
of  no  inconsiderable  dimensions. 

The  most  economical  plan  of  storage,  both  in 
cost  and  room,  is  to  have  cases  36  inches  deep, 
with  partitions  42  inches  apart,  and  on  these 
cleats,  between  which  the  shelves  will  slide.  This 
prevents  the  shelves  from  warping,  and  at  the 
same  time  makes  it  possible  to  omit  a  shelf  if  it 
becomes  desirable  to  double  the  height  between 
any  two  of  them.  False  bottoms  of  heavy  bind- 
er's board  greatly  facilitate  handling  the  maps. 
Don't  let  a  mistaken  desire  for  beauty  nor  any 
other  reason  lead  you  to  permit  "facers"  being 
placed  on  the  perpendicular  divisions.  Have 
the  cleats  fill  the  sides  from  shelf  to  shelf, 
otherwise  the  edges  of  the  maps  will  suffer 
while  running  them  in  and  out/ 

To  all  devices,  within  my  cognizance,  for 
covering  the  front  of  these  cases  there  can  be 
urged  serious  objections.  Hinged  fronts  for 
each  compartment  are  a  nuisance;  doors  either 
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entire  or  in  sections  are  troublesome,  and  apt  to 
injure  the  edges  of  the  maps;  sliding  doors  prove 
awkward  and  inclined  to  stick;  while  even  the 
blind  doors,  made  like  the  sliding  tops  of  office 
desks,  and  wound  around  a  roller  worked  with 
a  spring,  have  been  tried  at  the  Hydrographic 
Office  without  much  success.  The  roller  and  its 
machinery  occupy  space  at  the  top  which  could 
be  utilized  for  shelves,  and,  like  the  ordinary 
self-rolling  window-shade,  it  is  continually  get- 
ting out  of  order.  For  myself,  I  prefer  cases  with- 
out fronts,  believing  that  in  rooms  of  moderate 
size,  with  bare  floors,  they  will  not  need  mechan- 
ical contrivances  for  protection.  Possibly  it 
would  be  well  to  place  sheets  of  heavy  wrapping 
paper  on  top  of  each  pile  to  catch  the  dust. 

Thus  far  I  have  not  spoken  of  portfolios. 
These,  if  used,  should  have  cloth  flaps  to  fold 
over  the  edges  of  the  maps ;  are  to  be  treated 
as  atlases  and  kept  on  shelves  ;  and  when  large 
require  horizontal  rolls  for  supports,  with  per- 
pendicular roller  partitions.  Their  expense  is 
too  great  to  permit  many  librarians  indulging 
in  them  extensively.  However,  a  few  can  be 
used  most  advantageously  where  certain  collec- 
tions are  much  handled,  and  are,  of  necessity, 
carried  from  room  to  room. 

And  now  we  approach  the  one  illuminated 
point  in  the  murky  atmosphere  of  perplexities 
surrounding  the  harassed  map  librarian  —  the 
cataloging. 

The  same  general  catalog  rules  that  apply  to 
books  apply  equally  to  maps,  the  following  being 
the  essentials  to  be  noted:  locality;  title;  date; 
scale;  projection;  author;  if  compiled,  the  au- 
thorities; if  great  accuracy  is  desired,  the  en- 
graver ;  and  if  a  reproduction,  the  particular 
character  of  the  process.  The  size  of  the  neat 
line  and  the  geographical  limits  of  the  sheet,  in 
latitude  and  longitude,  should  always  be  given, 
for  these  will  determine  oftener  than  any  other 
items  whether  a  sheet  must  be  consulted. 

Maps  can,  however,  be  most  effectively  cata- 
loged by  the  use  of  key  charts,  which,  on  a 
single  map  of  large  scale,  show  at  once  all  a  li- 
brary possesses  relative  to  any  given  locality. 
And  the  fact  that  it  has  nothing  can  be  ascer- 
tained with  a  much  smaller  expenditure  of  time 
and  patience  than  is  required  to  read  many 
cards  about  which  the  seeker  cares  nothing. 
By  introducing  schemes  of  color  and  similar 
devices  in  the  limits  of  maps,  as  shown  upon  the 
"  key,"  a  great  deal  of  information  may  be 
graphically  imparted,  as,  for  example,  national- 


ity of  authorities,  where  maps  of  exploration  are 
concerned  ;  or  the  approximate  date  of  maps 
around  cities,  where  resurveys  are  frequent;  or 
any  other  class  of  information  especially  needed 
by  the  librarian.  In  this  one  respect  maps  hold 
an  advantage  over  and  above  all  other  treasures 
of  the  library. 

Series  of  maps,  like  those  of  the  British  Ad- 
miralty, should  be  kept  together,  and  their  own 
serial  numbers  used  in  finding  them.  Such 
series  have  their  own  catalogs,  which  are  as 
complete  as  can  be  made.  When  a  series  of 
maps,  like  the  iC-sheet  map  of  Switzerland,  con- 
stitute the  entire  map  of  a  country,  they  can  be 
bound  and  used  as  an  atlas,  thereby  lessening 
the  possibility  of  losing  any  of  the  sheets.  Of 
course  there  still  remain  such  disadvantages  as 
the  awkwardness  of  handling,  etc.,  which  may 
overweigh  any  advantages  gained  by  this  form. 
These  details  each  librarian  must  decide  for  him- 
self. 

Taking  it  altogether,  however,  the  work  of 
the  map  librarian  is  far  from  drawing  to  a  close. 
More  is  known  of  the  world ,  and  although  that  in- 
formation has  been  better  charted  in  the  igth  than 
in  any  preceding  century,  it  will  be  long  before 
the  task  is  completed.  African  maps  and  the  po- 
lar regions  also  give  us  examples  which  illustrate 
our  ignorance  of  even  the  physical  features  of 
our  globe.  New  islands  are  constantly  being 
raised  to  view,  while  the  coasts  of  the  continents 
are  crumbling  away.  All  these  changes  are  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  navigator  —  as  to 
many  others.  As  long  as  the  forces  of  nature 
war  with  each  other,. or  man  seeks  to  subjugate 
man,  the  maps  will  bear  record  of  the  results. 
Even  an  eternal  peace,  while  it  might  prevent 
the  boundaries  of  nations  from  changing  —  were 
purchase  not  resorted  to  for  that  purpose — would 
only  vary  the  character  of  the  new  data  appear- 
ing upon  the  maps  ;  for  new  cities,  railroads, 
canals,  and  other  innovations  would  multiply  in 
proportion  as  calm  and  prosperity  reigned  upon 
the  earth. 

American  librarians  should,  of  all  others, 
show  a  zealous  interest  in  collecting  carefully 
all  existing  maps  of  their  own  country  ;  for  the 
rapid  settling  and  development  still  in  progress 
render  many  maps  antiquated  and  comparatively 
inaccurate  as  to  cadastral  features  often  before 
they  are  ready  for  issue.  Nowhere  can  history 
be  more  readily  seen  or  so  quickly  apprehended 
as  in  a  comparison  of  maps  of  one  locality  made 
at  short  intervals. 
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THE  TRAINING  OF   LIBRARY   EMPLOYES.  — I. 
BY  ADELAIDE  R.  HASSE. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY.    (American.} 

A.  L.  A.  Library  assistants.  (Discussion.) 
L.  j.,  8  :  277-8.  1883. 

Is  it  preferable  to  make  appointments 

from  the  locality  or  from  the  Library  School  ? 
(Discussion.)  L.  J.,  18  :  €38.  1893. 

Carr,  H:  J.  Some  methods  of  selecting  li- 
brary assistants.  L.  j.,  19  :  94.  1894. 

Cutter,  C:  A.  Appointment  of  assistants. 
L.  j.,  14:  I4911'19  1889. 

Hill,  Frank  P.  Library  service.  (Question 
of  salary  only.)  L.  J.,  18  :  228.  1893. 

Vinton,  F:  Training  of  assistants  in  a  li- 
brary. L.  j.,  7:  290-1.  1882. 

Whitney,  Jas.  L.  Selecting  and  training  li- 
brary assistants.  L.  j.,  7:  136-9.  1882. 


The  reader  will  observe  that  the  earliest 
American  recorded  mention  of  the  matter  of 
training  library  assistants  is  met  with  in  the  LI- 
BRARY JOURNAL  of  1882  (v.  7:  136  -  9),  one  year 
after  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  Committee  of  Examina- 
tions had  been  formed. 

Mr.  Whitney,  then  speaking  for  the  Hon. 
Mellen Chamberlain,  said:  "  We  are  determined 
to  admit  to  our  ranks  only  such  as  are  worthy 
to  become  members  of  the  highest  professions, 
realizing  as  we  do  that  there  are  few  positions 
where  the  difference  between  an  educated  and 
an  uneducated  assistant  is  so  marked  as  in  a  li- 
brary, and  where  poor  work  is  so  fatal  .  .  .  It 
has  been  suggested  that  classes  be  formed  for 
instruction,  and  that  lessons  and  lectures  be 
given  by  the  librarian  and  others  in  the  various 
branches  of  knowledge." 

Mr.  Vinton  at  that  time,  1882,  believed  cata- 
loging to  be  the  king-pin  of  the  library  system, 
and  after  descanting  upon  the  acquirements  and 
requirements  of  catalogers,  he  says:  "  He  who 
has  done  these  things  well,  and  who  readily  re- 
members what  he  has  done,  is  the  fittest  man  to 
assist  inquirers  after  knowledge. 

"  This  is  the  service  of  highest  usefulness  in  a 
library.  The  public  cannot  [italics  not  mine]  be 
admitted  to  the  alcoves.  In  a  great  collection, 
the  cataloger  and  arranger  of  a  section  is  the 
proper  intermediary  between  the  public  and  the 
shelves. 

"It  cannot  be  expected  that  one  person  can 
render  this  service  in  respect  to  many  large  de- 
partments. Specialists  must  be  thoroughly 


trained  and  kept  in  place  as  long  as  possible. 
They  only  will  be  likeJy  to  comprehend  the  in- 
quirer's special  need,  and  perhaps  to  open  his 
eyes  on  landscapes  unseen  before .  Such  officers 
will  be  valued  and  admired  by  special  students, 
and  may  be  correspondingly  happy  from  the 
consciousness  of  usefulness." 

Carr  and  Cutter  both  believe  that  the  librarian 
should  have  the  power  to  employ  assistants, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  board,  and  that 
the  board  should  discharge  them  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  librarian. 

Other  than  the  above,  neither  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL  nor  the  files  of  library  reports  have 
yielded  any  information  whatever  on  the  subject 
of  training  library  employes.  And  yet  there  is 
seldom  a  day,  never  a  week,  whose  mail  does 
not  bring  to  the  library  conducting  a  training 
class  a  query  from  some  perplexed  librarian  or 
trustee  soliciting  aid  in  the  matter  of  employes. 

The  usual  form  of  such  queries,  alluding  to 
the  training  classes  in  my  own  experience: 
"  How  can  we  start  such  classes?  How  much 
room  do  we  need  ?  How  do  you  arrange  for 
instructors?  etc.,"  clearly  proves  that  the  modus 
operandi  has  been  thoroughly  misunderstood. 

So  perhaps  the  first  illusion  to  be  dispelled  is 
as  to  the  nature  of  training  classes. 

Plainly,  they  are  nothing  more  or  less  than 
the  old-fashioned  apprentice  system,  with  a 
competitive  examination  before  admission,  and 
another  when  the  required  term  of  apprentice- 
ship has  been  completed.  The  relative  standard 
obtained  by  the  pupil  in  the  second  examination 
determines  the  pupil's  chance  for  employment. 

Such  classes  have  not  for  their  object  the  giv- 
ing of  general  instruction,  therefore  it  should  be 
required  of  all  candidates  that  they  have  at  least 
a  high-school  education,  show  a  serious  inclina- 
tion for  the  work,  and  are  physically  able  to  cope 
with  it. 

A  library  undertaking  the  organization  of 
training  classes  should  make  it  a  rule  to  employ 
only  graduates  of  its  classes,  in  the  order  of 
their  rank  in  the  final  examinations.  Nor 
should  pupils,  no  matter  how  many  credits  they 
may  have  received  in  the  examination,  be  al- 
lowed to  begin  service  in  any  but  the  lowest 
positions,  thus  permitting  the  older  members  to 
work  up  in  regular  order. 

Whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  staff,  the 
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attendant  next  in  rank  at  the  time  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  fill  it,  and  so  on  down,  and  the  pupil 
at  the  time  holding  the  highest  number  of 
credits  should  be  appointed  to  the  lowest  posi- 
tion so  left  vacant. 

In  this  way  a  civil  service  system  could  be 
grafted  on  an  already  established  system  with 
no  inconvenience  whatever. 

In  the  matter  of  substitutes,  all  graduated 
pupils  should  be  divided  into  groups  according 
to  their  accredited  standings,  such  groups  to 
correspond  with  groups  of  the  regular  staff 
segregated  according  to  value  of  positions,  and 
a  pupil  should  be  allowed  to  substitute  only  for 
an  attendant  of  her  corresponding  group,  she  to 
receive  the  pay  of  the  person  for  whom  she  is 
substituting.  (See  "Rules  governing  em- 
ployes." Ann.  rpt.  Los  Angeles  P.  L.,  1894, 
p.  22.) 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  training  class 
system  is  particularly  adaptable  to  new  and 
growing  libraries,  the  age  or  stability  of  a 
library  need  not  debar  it  from  conducting  classes. 
No  library  is  secure  from  incursions  of  some 
kind  upon  its  staff. 

It  may  be  urged  by  a  sceptical  trustee,  "  In  a 
few  words,  just  of  what  benefit  would  such  a 
class  be  to  our  library  ? "  to  which  it  may  be 
replied  that  such  a  class,  aside  from  establish- 
ing a  graded  system  of  employment,  would 
always  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  librarian  a 
trained  number  of  persons  in  case  of  emergency; 
and,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring,  the  library, 
by  employing  a  graduate  pupil,  would  not  have 
to  pay  a  salary  to  an  unqualified  person. 

Again,  the  effect  of  such  training  classes 
upon  the  regular  staff  is  one  of  constant  alert- 
ness, and  the  many  opportunities  for  supervision 
and  explanation  give  to  every  regular  attend- 
ant a  continued  interest  in  and  appreciation  of 
her  work. 

The  system  may  be  successfully  tried  by  a 
library  of  any  size,  no  matter  how  small ;  In 
fact,  in  a  certain  library  where  the  librarian  was 
the  only  employe,  the  experiment  proved  a 
decided  advantage  to  both  library  and  pupil. 

As  to  the  compensation,  it  is  mutual.  The 
library  imparts  to  the  pupil  a  certain  amount  of 
experience  marketable  in  other  than  the  library 
profession,  should  the  latter  for  some  reason 
not  be  adhered  to.  In  this  way  the  pupil  re- 
ceives ample  acknowledgment  for  her  outlay  of 
time.  The  library,  on  the  other  hand,  during 
the  session  of  the  class,  receives  the  services  of 
•ix  or  eight  intelligent  young  women  for  a  period 
varying  from  six  to  twelve  months,  and  it  has 


been  the  experience  of  one  library  at  any  rate, 
that  it  could  least  afford  to  do  without  a  train- 
ing class  during  its  busiest  seasons. 

Before  formally  organizing  a  class,  the  board 
should  formulate  definite  rules  for  its  govern- 
ment, the  maximum  number  of  pupils  to  be  taken 
at  one  time,  the  required  standard  of  pupils  at 
entrance,  the  length  of  service,  character  of 
examinations,  percentage  required  to  pass,  and 
finally  rules  governing  the  relation  of  the  class 
to  the  regular  staff. 

Upon  ratification  of  the  above,  either  the 
librarian  assumes  charge  of  the  class,  or  a 
capable  assistant  is  detailed  for  the  work.  To- 
gether, however,  they  should  prepare  a  clear 
outline  of  the  scope  of  the  course  from  beginning 
to  end,  before  any  further  steps  are  taken. 

The  applications  of  all  candidates  should  be  • 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  candidate,  giving  at 
least  name,  address,  place  and  date  of  birth  ; 
educational  advantages  ;  what  business  expe- 
rience, if  any;  knowledge  of  languages,  if  any  ; 
state  of  health  ;  and  references. 

To  these  items  may  be  added  such  as  local 
boards  may  determine,  and  a  blank  form  pro- 
vided for  candidates  for  this  purpose  will  greatly 
facilitate  future  reference  and  ease  in  filing. 


LIBRARY   TRACTS. 

THE  Denver  Public  Library  has  made  inter- 
esting and  successful  use  of  library  lists,  leaflets, 
announcements,  and  similar  ' '  tracts,"  as  a  means 
of  stimulating  public  interest  in  the  library.  A 
collection  of  these,  recently  received  from  that 
library,  comprises  lists  of  books,  magazine 
articles,  etc.,  on  Memorial  Day,  Washington's 
Birthday,  Arbor  Day,  and  similar  occasions  ; 
and  lists  on  special  subjects  and  questions  of 
the  day,  each  giving  call  numbers  and  serving 
as  a  check-list  if  desired.  Most  of  these  are 
sent  to  the  local  public  schools,  with  friendly 
letters  to  the  teachers,  urging  their  usefulness 
and  interest  to  the  children.  Various  publish- 
ers' catalogs,  such  as  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog 
issued  by  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  the  "  science 
lists"  of  Heath  and  the  American  Book  Co., 
and  similar  good  special  lists,  are  also  dis- 
tributed among  the  teachers,  with  letters  stating 
that  the  books  listed  are  contained  in  the  li- 
brary and  will  be  found  useful  in  school  work. 
Another  of  the  "tracts"  is  an  attractive  little 
oblong  folder,  asking  for  old  magazines  or 
similar  contributions.  Of  these,  5000  copies 
were  sent  through  the  teachers  to  the  pupils  of 
the  various  schools.  The  folders  were  made  up 
in  bunches  of  50  —  about  the  number  of  pupils  in 
each  room  —  and  with  each  package  was  sent  a 
letter  to  the  teacher,  asking  her  to  put  the  cir- 
culars in  the  hands  of  her  pupils.  The  result, 
while  not  adding  greatly  to  the  stock  of  the 
library,  brought  it  some  new  readers  and  in- 
creased the  general  interest  in  its  work. 
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THE   NEW  YORK  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

ON  May  24  the  articles  of  agreement  consoli- 
dating the  Astor  Library,  the  Lenox  Library, 
and  the  Tilden  Trust  were  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  at  Albany  and  with  the 
County  Clerk  of  New  York  —  thus  establishing 
the  New  York  Public  Library,  Astor,  Lenox,  and 
Tilden  foundations,  as  a  corporate  body. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  there  are 
21  trustees,  seven  from  each  of  the  consolidated 
corporations,  in  the  new  board.  As  there  were 
15  trustees  of  the  Astor  Library,  n  of  the  Lenox, 
and  only  five  of  the  Tilden,  it  became  necessary 
to  increase  the  number  of  Tilden  representatives 
and  cut  down  the  others.  In  order  to  keep  as 
many  of  the  former  trustees  in  as  possible,  the 
Tilden  trustees  selected  as  their  additional  rep- 
resentation Samuel  P.  Avery,  of  the  Lenox  Li- 
brary, and  Philip  Schuyler,  of  the  Astor  board. 
The  other  trustees  of  the  new  board  are  Dr.  T: 
M.  Markoe,  Henry  Drisler,  J:  L.  Cadwalader, 
Bishop  Potter,  S.  Van  Rensselaer  Cruger, 
Stephen  H.  Olin,  and  Edward  King,  of  the  Astor 
Library;  Daniel  Huntington,  Frederick  Sturges, 
Alexander  Maitland,  J:  S.  Kennedy,  H.  Van 
Rensselaer  Kennedy,  William  Allen  Butler,  and 
G:  L.  Rives,  of  the  Lenox  Library;  and  John 
Bigelow,  Andrew  H.  Green,  G:  W.  Smith,  Alex- 
ander E.  Orr,  and  Lewis  Cass  Ledyard,  of  the 
Tilden  Trust  Fund. 

A  fully  attended  meeting  of  the  consolidated 
board  of  trustees  was  held  on  May  27,  for  pur- 
poses of  organization.  An  executive  committee 
and  committees  on  finance  and  library  books 
were  appointed,  and  the  following  officers  were 
elected :  President,  John  Bigelow ;  first  vice- 
president,  Bishop  Potter;  second  vice-president, 
J:  S.  Kennedy;  treasurer,  Edward  King,  and 
secretary,  G:  L.  Rives.  It  is  unlikely  that  defi- 
nite action  as  to  site,  administration,  etc.,  will 
be  taken  before  the  autumn. 


THE  STATE   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
WISCONSIN. 

THE  legislature  of  Wisconsin  has  recently 
provided  for  the  erection  on  the  "  lower  cam- 
pus "  of  the  State  University  of  a  library  and  mu- 
seum building  for  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin.  The  site,  a  free  gift  from  the  uni- 
versity regents,  in  consideration  of  the  removal 
to  its  immediate  neighborhood  of  what  has  al- 
ways been,  though  three-quarters  of  a  mile  dis- 
tant, the  chief  literary  laboratory  of  the  faculty 
and  students  of  that  institution,  is  attractive  in 
many  ways.  The  land  actually  given  is  about 
225  by  264  feet,  bounded  at  sides  and  rear  by 
three  streets,  and  facing  the  rest  of  the  "  lower 
campus,"  a  plot  of  ground  owned  by  the  univer- 
sity, and  equal  in  area  to  two  ordinary  city 
blocks.  This,  with  the  library  site,  is  now  used 
for  athletic  purposes;  but  as  a  new  athletic 
park,  of  some  50  acres,  has  been  purchased 
for  the  students,  the  "lower  campus"  will  be 
planted  to  grass  and  shrubs  as  a  propsr  setting 
for  the  new  library  building,  and,  of  course,  will 
never  be  built  upon;  thus  giving  the  building  a 
beautiful  frontage  towards  the  city.  Immediately 


back  of  the  proposed  building,  across  the  street, 
rises  the  imposing  slope  of  the  main  campus, 
with  the  university  buildings  proper.  A  stone's- 
throw  away  is  the  present  university  library, 
now  greatly  crowded,  and  at  some  future  period 
to  be  given  a  shelter  under  the  same  roof  with 
the  Historical  Society.  The  reading-room  of 
the  new  building  will  then  be  used  in  common 
under  the  society's  direction,  but  otherwise  the 
autonomy  of  each  institution  will  be  preserved. 

The  appropriation  made  by  the  legislature  is 
a  tax,  for  three  years,  of  one-tenth  of  a  mill  on 
each  dollar  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
state.  At  the  present  valuation,  this  would 
amount  to  a  total  of  $195,000  ;  but  as  the  speci- 
fied three  years  do  not  commence  until  1897,  it 
is  hoped  that  an  increased  valuation  will  bring 
the  total  up  to  $225,000.  While  the  appropria- 
tion does  not  formally  commence  until  1897,  the 
building  commissioners  are  authorized  to  bor- 
row in  advance,  at  two  per  cent,  per  annum, 
from  the  state  trust  funds,  so  that  operations  can 
be  commenced  early  in  1896.  A  clause  in  the  law 
allows  the  commissioners  to  secure  plans  for  a 
much  larger  structure,  estimated  at  $360,000,  to 
house  both  the  libraries;  but  with  the  present  ap- 
propriation to  complete  only  so  much  as  is  nec- 
essary for  the  proper  housing  of  the  Historical 
Society,  which  will  probably  be  able  to  move 
into  its  new  quarters  three  years  hence.  As 
for  the  university  end  of  the  building  and  the 
completion  of  the  full  plans,  it  is  tacitly  agreed 
that  at  some  subsequent  session  the  legislature 
will  vote  the  rest  of  the  money  required.  The 
space  now  occupied  by  the  society  in  the  capi- 
tol  will,  upon  its  moving  out,  be  converted  into 
committee  and  office  rooms,  which  are  sorely 
needed. 

The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society's  library 
now  numbers  about  180,000  books  and  pam- 
phlets. In  1853  it  began  business  under  Secre- 
tary Draper  with  50  volumes,  contained  in  a 
little  glass-faced  bookcase  in  the  secretary  of 
state's  office.  Then  it  moved  to  the  basement 
of  a  neighboring  church.  In  1866  it  was  given 
what  were  then  supposed  to  be  ample  quarters 
in  the  State-house,  but  by  1882  these  were 
so  crowded  that  the  legislature  ordered  built  a 
large  wing  to  the  capitol,  and  gave  the  society 
three-fourths  of  the  space  therein.  Into  these 
quarters  it  moved  in  1885,  but  it  was  soon  found 
that  the  wing,  like  the  rest  of  the  capitol,  was 
shabbily  constructed,  structurally  unsafe,  and  a 
mere  fire-trap. 

When  Secretary  Thwaites  took  charge  of  the 
rapidly  growing  institution,  in  1886,  he  at  once 
commenced  a  systematic  agitation  for  a  sepa- 
rate, fire-proof,  and  modernly  appointed  library 
and  museum  building.  A  ' '  campaign  of  educa- 
tion" was  never  more  successful.  The  pressing 
need  for  a  new  home  has  been  made  known  all 
over  the  state.  The  newspaper  editors  and  citi- 
zens generally  were  one  by  one-  enlisted  in  the 
cause,  and  the  society's  annual  reports  made 
earnest  appeals  for  the  safe  housing  of  the  treas- 
ures accumulated  for  the  people  by  this  institu- 
tion. During  the  biennial  sessions  of  1889, 
1891,  and  1893,  bills  were  presented  and  vigor- 
ously pushed  to  secure  this  end ,  but  each  failed 


'.  '95] 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


205 


of  passage,  although  the  measure  of  1891  was 
approved  by  the  senate.  The  measure  of  1893 
was  the  first  to  provide  for  a  union  under  one 
roof  with  the  state  university  library.  Finally, 
the  present  generous  bill  was,  after  three 
months  of  warm  discussion,  passed  in  the  clos- 
ing hours  of  the  recent  session,  and  the  new 
building  of  the  Historical  Society  became  an  as- 
sured fact. 

A  commission  of  nine  persons  is  provided  for 
in  the  law — three  from  the  Historical  Society, 
three  from  the  state  university  regents,  and 
three  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  from  the 
state  at  large.  Tentative  plans  are  already  in 
existence,  the  work  of  President  C:  K.  Adams, 
of  the  state  university,  who  was  active  in  the 
construction  of  the  Ann  Arbor  and  Cornell  col- 
lege libraries,  and  Secretary  R.  G.  Thwaites,  of 
the  State  Historical  Society.  These  plans  were 
used  in  the  legislative  campaign  as  object-les- 
sons, but  may  be  considerably  modified  in  the 
final  deliberations  of  the  commission  after  an 
architect  has  been  selected.  Apparently  the  dis- 
position is  to  restrict  architectural  competition 
to  a  few  well-known  firms,  the  object  being  to 
secure  a  library  building  which  shall  be  a  credit 
not  only  to  Wisconsin,  but  to  the  entire  country. 


THE    AUTOTYPE    REPRODUCTION    OF 

GREEK,  LATIN,  AND  OTHER 

MANUSCRIPTS. 

DR.  W.  N.  Du  RIEU,  of  La  Bibliotheque  de 
1' University,  Leyden,  has  issued  a  circular  stat- 
ing the  unsatisfactory  results  of  his  letter  asking 
for  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  principal 
libraries  of  the  world  towards  the  proposed 
"  Societ6  Internationale  pour  la  reproduction 
des  mss.  les  plus  precieux,"  which  has  already 
been  summarized  in  these  columns  (L.  J.,  20:  87- 
88,  March,  1895). 

In  the  present  circular  he  says:  "It  is  with 
natural  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  failure  of  my  efforts.  For  lack  of  sup- 
port it  appears  impossible  at  the  present  time  to 
establish  an  international  association  for  the 
autotype  reproduction  of  rare  manuscripts.  To 
100  of  my  letters  there  has  been  no  reply,  and  I 
have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  delay  any 
longer  before  setting  forth  the  state  of  affairs. 
Only  33  of  the  libraries  addressed  expressed 
their  willingness  to  become  subscribers  for  10 
years;  among  25  others,  hampered  by  their  rules, 
by  motives  of  economy,  or  by  other  reasons, 
several  agreed  to  co-operate.  We  could  have 
obtained  50  subscribers,  but  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  secure  100,  and  I  am  therefore  obliged 
to  give  up  the  task  which,  upon  the  invitation  of 
several  of  my  colleagues,  I  had  imposed  upon 
myself  for  love  of  science  and  in  the  interest  of 
scholarship. 

"  The  small  number  of  subscriptions  made  it 
impossible  to  invite  the  directors  of  ten  or  twelve 
of  the  most  famous  European  libraries  to  come 
to  Leyden  to  decide  upon  the  necessary  details 
of  organization.  I  was  aware  at  once  that  the 
necessary  expenses  would  preclude  the  annual 
reproduction  of  a  manuscript  of  several  hundred 


pages,  issued  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  society. 
"We  sincerely  truit  that  this  project  may  be 
taken  up  again  in  the  future,  and  with  more 
success.  In  the  meantime  something  will  have 
been  won  if  the  editors  of  heliographic  or  other 
reproductions  —  to  whom  we  already  owe  many 
useful  works  —  will  endeavor  to  join  their  inter- 
ests with  those  of  libraries  possessing  but 
limited  resources." 


YORK  CITY. 

ON  May  23,  following  close  upon  President 
Low's  gift  of  $1,000,000  for  tbij  library  of  Co- 
lumbia College,  announcement  was  made  that 
the  University  of  New  York  had  received  from 
a  friend,  who  desired  to  remain  anonymous,  the 
gift  of  a  central  building  for  its  new  site  on  Uni- 
versity Heights,  above  the  Harlem  River.  The 
building  will  comprise  the  museum,  library,  com- 
mencement hall,  and  administration  offices,  and 
its  estimated  cost  will  be  about  $250,000,  though 
perhaps  somewhat  in  excess  of  that  sum.  No 
restrictions  are  attached  to  the  benefaction,  ex- 
cept that  the  giver's  name  shall  be  kept  secret, 
and  that  the  new  edifice  shall  in  beauty  and  cost 
fulfil  its  purpose  and  harmonize  with  its  sur- 
roundings. 

The  building  committee  of  the  university  has 
already  a  set  of  plans  for  the  building,  submitted 
by  Stanford  White,  the  advisory  architect  of  the 
university,  which  will  probably  be  adopted. 
Like  the  rest  of  the  buildings,  either  already 
erected  or  the  erection  of  which  is  contemplated, 
the  new  central  building  will  be  severely  classi- 
cal in  its  style  of  architecture,  this  being  the  rule 
adopted  by  Mr.  White  at  the  beginning  to  secure 
uniformity  of  design  in  the  general  plan.  In 
view  of  the  probable  future  before  the  New  York 
University,  it  has  been  thought  wise  to  provide 
that  the  new  central  building  shall  be  so  con- 
structed that  the  parts  devoted  to  the  museum 
and  the  commencement  hall  shall  be  capable  of 
conversion  to  library  uses,  giving  space  alto- 
gether for  1,000,000  volumes.  The  new  library 
will  stand  on  an  elevated  site  between  the  hall 
of  languages,  already  erected,  and  the  hall  of 
philosophy,  which  is  to  be  a  fac-simile  repro- 
duction of  the  hall  of  languages.  The  space 
between  these  halls  will  be  ample  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  large  building,  covering  over  an  acre; 
and  the  site  will  command  a  fine  view  of  the 
battlefield  of  Fort  Washington,  the  Hudson  Riv- 
er, the  Palisades,  and  the  Harlem  River.  Since 
the  site  was  selected,  in  1892,  seven  buildings 
have  been  provided,  all  of  which  are  now  in  ac- 
tive use.  The  gift  of  the  library  is  especially 
notable  as  the  university  has  never  received 
many  important  gifts  and  has  always  been  more 
or  less  hampered  in  its  work  by  lack  of  means. 
Its  removal  from  Washington  Square  to  Univer- 
sity Heights  was  a  formidable  and  costly  under- 
taking, and  it  was  feared  that  it  would  be  long 
before  adequate  buildings  could  be  secured. 
Now  that  the  progress  previously  made  in  this 
direction  is  crowned  by  the  gift  of  the  central 
building  a  bright  future  amid  the  new  surround- 
ings seems  assured. 
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American  £ibrarj)  Association. 

SEVENTEENTH  CONFERENCE*  DENVER, 
AUGUST  12- 18,  1895. 

PRELIMINARY  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

THE  American  Library  Association,  at  its  ses- 
sion in  1894,  voted  that  the  next  conference 
should  be  held  in  Denver,  Col.  Delay  in  issu- 
ing this  announcement  has  arisen  from  the  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  any  statement  from  the  dif- 
ferent railroad  associations  in  reference  to 
reduced  rates  of  fare  for  the  round  trip.  The 
executive  committee  were  unwilling  that  the 
conference  should  be  held  in  July,  at  the  same 
time  as  the  meeting  of  the  National  Education 
Association,  when  railroad  trains  and  hotels 
would  be  crowded  to  their  utmost  capacity. 
The  wisdom  of  this  decision  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved, be  apparent  from  this  announcement. 
The  Western  Trunk  Line  Passenger  Committee 
have  granted  us  a  one-and-one-third  rate  fare 
over  their  railroads  in  the  trans-Missouri  terri- 
tory, and  the  same  rates  will  undoubtedly  be 
granted  by  the  Eastern  and  Trunk  Line  Associa- 
tions. Tickets  westward  must  be  purchased  on 
the  certificate  plan  and  certificates  be  secured  at 
the  time  of  purchase. 

Who  may  go. 

Librarians  and  library  trustees  not  now  mem- 
bers of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  all  persons  "  interest- 
ed in  library  administration,"  may  join  the 
association  on  application,  and  upon  payment 
of  the  annual  dues  ($2.00),  will  be  entitled  to  the 
same  reduced  rates  and  privileges  as  regular 
members.  Persons  wishing  to  join  should 
secure  their  membership  cards  for  the  year  by 
forwarding  two  dollars  ($2.00)  to  Geo.  W.  Cole, 
Treasurer,  Public  Library,  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
at  an  early  date. 

Route. 

The  route  selected  will  be  announced  later.  A 
trip  to  Colorado  Springs  will  be  allowed  without 
extra  charge,  and  an  effort  is  being  made  to 
secure  for  members  of  the  Eastern  party  the 
privilege  of  returning  via  Kansas  City  and  St. 
Louis  without  extra  cost. 

Rates. 

With  regard  to  rates,  the  committee  has  done 
the  best  possible  up  to  this  date,  having  in  mind 
the  necessity  for  issuing  this  announcement  at 
the  earliest  moment  and  as  far  in  advance  of 
the  meeting  as  possible. 

The  price  of  tickets  for  the  round  trip  (from 
New  York  to  Denver  and  return),  including 
sleeper  and  meals  en  route,  will  not  exceed 
ninety  dollars  ($90). 

The  rates  from  Boston,  Providence,  Worces- 
ter, and  other  Eastern  cities,  cannot  be  quoted 
at  this  time,  but  will  be  named  in  a  later  and 
final  circular. 

Special  train  from  New  York. 
The  committee  is  planning  for  a  special  through 
train  to  Denver,  which  will  enable  the  party  to 
travel  from  New  York  in  their  own  Pullman 


cars,  with  dining-car  attached,  the  expense  of 
which  will  not  increase  the  price  already  named. 

In  order  to  secure  this  special  train  service, 
it  will  be  necessary  for  all  the  Eastern  party 
to  unite,  and  go  together  from  New  York, 
leaving  New  York  on  the  morning  of  August 
9,  and  reaching  Denver  in  the  afternoon  of 
August  11. 

The  Eastern  party  will  be  in  the  charge  of 
C:  Alex.  Nelson,  of  Columbia  College  Library, 
to  whom  all  communications  concerning 
routes,  rates,  and  other  detailed  information 
should  be  addressed. 

From  Chicago, 

All  who  expect  to  join  the  party  at  Chicago 
should  address  their  inquiries  to  Dr.  Geo.  E. 
Wire,  of  the  Newberry  Library  of  that  city,  who 
will  be  in  charge  of  the  travelling  arrangements 
at  that  end. 

From  Boston. 

All  queries  relating  to  fares  and  routes  east  of 
and  from  Boston  may  be  addressed  to  F.  R. 
Fletcher,  Asst.  Sec.,  care  of  Library  Bureau, 
146  Franklin  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Denver  local  arrangements. 

All  local  arrangements  are  in  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  J:  C.  Dana,  of  the  Denver  Public  Li- 
brary, and  C:  R.  Dudley,  of  the  Denver  City  Li- 
brary, who  will  select  the  headquarters  and 
furnish  all  information  as  to  hotel  accommoda- 
tions and  excursions.  From  the  N.  E.  A.  Bul- 
letin it  appears  that  hotel  rates  on  the  American 
plan  may  be  secured  at  $2  per  day  and  upwards. 
Scores  of  post-conference  excursions  may  be 
selected  at  prices  ranging  from  $5  to  $50,  accord- 
ing to  route  and  distance. 

The  Eastern  librarians. 

All  Eastern  librarians  are  especially  urged  to 
join  the  party  themselves  and  to  induce  friends 
to  go  with  them,  as  a  delightful  excursion  in 
good  company  to  the  Western  mountains  may 
be  had  at  moderate  cost. 

Sessions  of  Conference. 

The  program,  so  far  as  now  made  up,  pro- 
vides for  meetings  on  Monday,  Aug.  12,  morn- 
ing, afternoon,  and  evening,  with  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday,  Aug.  13  to  15.  The  full  program  will 
be  issued  later. 

In  order  that  all  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  comfort  of  the  party  may  be  made,  all  intend- 
ing to  go  should  report  at  the  earliest  moment 
to  C:  Alex.  Nelson,  Columbia  College  Library. 

The  allotment  of  berths  in  the  sleeping-cars 
can  now  be  made,  and  it  is  requested  that  im- 
mediate reply  be  made  to  this  announcement. 

Full  particulars  as  to  route,  program,  and 
other  details  will  be  given  in  the  final  circular, 
which  will  be  sent  out  as  soon  as  definite  con- 
clusions are  reached. 

For  the  Executive  Committee t 

FRANK  P.  HILL,  Secretary. 
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PROGRAM. 

THE  details  of  the  program  have  not  yet  been 
fully  arranged,  but  they  will  probably  be  an- 
nounced in  the  July  number  of  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL.  It  is  expected  that  the  sessions  will 
open  on  Monday  morning,  Aug.  12,  and  that 
there  will  be  three  sessions  that  day.  The 
evening  session  will  not  be  a  social  one,  but  is 
designed  to  make  all  the  members  known  to 
each  other.  The  roll  will  be  called  and  each 
member  present  is  expected  to  respond  in  person 
by  rising  in  his  or  her  place.  Two  minutes  will 
be  allowed  each  for  making  remarks  upon  any 
topic  the  member  may  wish  to  bring  forward, 
or  to  make  any  suggestion,  ask  any  question, 
or  "  tell  a  story." 

On  Tuesday  there  will  be  sessions  morning 
and  afternoon;  none  in  the  evening.  On  Wednes- 
day there  will  be  only  a  morning  session  of  the 
Association.  The  afternoon  will  be  devoted  to 
meetings  of  the  Publishing,  College.  State,  and 
Trustees  sections.  Thursday  there  will  be  ses- 
sions morning  and  afternoon,  and  in  the  evening 
will  occur  the  annual  A.  L.  A.  banquet.  The 
election  of  officers  will  take  place  at  the  Thurs- 
day morning  session.  The  voting  will  be  by  the 
Australian  ballot  system,  the  names  of  all  can- 
didates being  printed  on  one  ballot.  Candidates 
are  to  be  nominated  by  petition  of  not  less  than 
five  members,  filed  with  the  secretary  at  least  48 
hours  before  the  election. 

The  Denver  local  committee  propose  that  the 
members  give  the  remainder  of  the  week  to  an 
excursion,  to  afford  a  view  of  some  of  the 
wonderful  mountain  scenery  of  Colorado,  bring- 
ing up  at  Colorado  Springs,  where  the  people 
greatly  desire  that  a  supplemental  session  of  the 
Association  shall  be  held  on  Monday  following. 

Among  the  subjects  to  be  brought  forward  are 
the  report  on  the  Supplemental  A.  L.  A.  Catalog, 
the  scheme  of  International  Co-operation  in  in- 
dexing scientific  literature,  Improper  books  and 
how  to  discover  and  exclude  them,  Cataloging 
in  the  future,  a  Handbook  of  library  economy, 
Helping  inquirers,  Best  method  of  changing  a 
subscription  library  to  a  free  public  library,  a 
General  catalog  of  all  American  literary  period- 
icals, etc.,  etc. 

Among  those  who  have  agreed  to  be  present 
and  to  submit  papers  or  reports  are  :  Melvil 
Dewey,  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany; 
Geo.  T.  Clark,  San  Francisco  Free  Public  Li- 
brary; J.  N.  Lamed,  Buffalo  Library;  Theresa 
West,  Milwaukee  Public  Library;  C.W.McClin- 
tock,  Oil  City;  Emily  I.  Wade,  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  ;W.  H.  Brett,  Cleveland  Public  Li- 
brary; A.  H.  Hopkins,  University  of  Michigan  ; 
Katharine  L.  Sharp,  Armour  Institute,  Chicago; 
Mary  S.  Cutler,  Library  School,  Albany;  Dr. 
G.  E.  Wire,  Newberry  Library,  Chicago;  J.  K. 
Hosmer,  Minneapolis  Public  Library;  J.  C. 
Rowell,  University  of  California;  C:  Alex.  Nel- 
•on.  Columbia  College  Library;  and  probably 
C.  W.  Andrews,  John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago; 
W.  H.  Tillinghast.  Harvard  University;  R.  R. 
Bowker,  New  York,  and  others  who  cannot  now 
be  specially  mentioned. 

,,        ...          ,,  j  H.  M.  UTLKY. 

Commtttff  ?n  Program ,  j  FRANK   p>   HlLL> 


THE  Denver  committee  having  charge  of  the 
reception  of  the  A.  L.  A.  urgently  request  that 
all  who  are  coming  to  Denver  in  August,  or  are 
even  contemplating  coming,  and  have  not 
already  sent  word  to  that  effect,  will  notify  at 
once  Charles  R.  Dudley,  Secretary  local  execu- 
tive committee  of  A.  L.  A.,  City  Library, 
Denver. 

The  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Colorado 
Library  Association,  printed  elsewhere,  outlines 
the  steps  already  taken  towards  entertaining  the 
A.  L.  A.,  and  gives  a  sketch  of  the  program 
suggested. 

The  post-conference  trip,  recommended  by 
the  local  executive  committee,  is  briefly  as 
follows  : 

Leave  Denver  on  D.  &  R.  G.  R.  R.  late  Thurs- 
day evening,  Aug.  15  ;  reach  entrance  to  Royal 
Gorge  Friday  morning,  then  Leadville,  Grand 
Canon,  etc.;  and  Hotel  Colorado,  Glenwood 
Springs,  Friday  evening. 

Leave  Glenwood  Springs  via  Colorado  Mid- 
land R.  R.  Saturday  morning.  Reach  Manitou 
Springs  Saturday  evening.  Sunday  in  Manitou. 

The  suggestion  is  made  that  the  closing  ses- 
sions of  the  conference  be  held  in  Colorado 
Springs  on  Monday,  Aug.  19.  A  warm  welcome 
in  Colorado  Springs  is  assured.  This  would  al- 
low of  another  day  being  devoted  to  the  post- 
conference  trip.  This  day  could  be  spent  in 
Glenwood  or  Manitou,  or  up  Pike's  Peak,  or  at 
the  new  gold  camp  of  Cripple  Creek,  which  is 
only  about  three  hours'  ride  from  Colorado 
Springs. 

The  trip  above  outlined,  including  all  expenses, 
will  cost  from  $30  to  $40,  if  it  occupies  from 
three  to  four  days. 

For  any  information  relative  to  the  Denver 
end  of  the  line  all  interested  should  communicate 
with  Mr.  Dudley. 

A.  L.  A.  BADGE. 

MEMBERS  of  the  A.  L.  A.  who  have  not  yet 
secured  the  badge,  adopted  at  the  1894  confer- 
ence, are  urged  to  do  so.  Those,  especially, 
who  contemplate  attending  the  Denver  Confer- 
ence should  obtain  badges  before  their  departure. 
The  badge  is  in  the  form  of  a  pin,  the  design 
being  a  monogram,  the  letters  A.  L.  A.  grace- 
fully entwined,  in  gold  and  blue  enamel.  The 
price  is  $2.50,  and  the  badges  may  be  obtained 
from  the  assistant  recorder  of  the  A.  L.  A. ,  Nina 
E.  Browne,  Library  Bureau,  Boston. 


Cibrarj}  Befools  anb  draining  (Classes. 


NEW  YORKSTA  TE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 
NEW  YORK  VISIT. 

THB  Library  School  class  of  1895  paid  its  bi- 
ennial visit  to  New  York  on  April  n.  returning 
on  April  20.  The  trip  was  in  charge  of  Miss 
Cutler,  and  included  33  students.  During  the 
stay  the  headquarters  of  the  party  were  at  Hotel 
St.  Stephen,  46  E.  nth  street. 

The  party  arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  Thurs- 
day, April  n,  the  rest  of  the  day  being  de- 
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voted  to  visits  to  the  book-stores  of  Dodd, 
Mead  &  Co.,  Scribner,  Putnam,  and  Dutton. 
Friday  being  Good  Friday,  no  visits  were  made 
and  the  students  were  free  to  dispose  of  their 
time  as  they  chose.  On  Saturday  the  class  in- 
spected the  Railroad  Men's  Library,  Columbia 
College  Library,  and  the  Lenox  Library,  and  on 
Sunday  opportunity  was  given  for  a  visit  to 
Cooper  Union  reading-rooms. 

Monday  was  given  up  to  the  N.  Y.  Society  Li- 
brary, the  Mercantile  Library,  and  the  Newark 
Public  Library.  Tuesday  was  Brooklyn  day, 
and  the  Library  of  Pratt  Institute,  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  Library,  and  the  Brooklyn  Library  were 
visited.  At  Pratt  Institute  an  attractive  lunch- 
eon was  served  and  the  party  was  received  by 
Miss  Healy,  the  members  of  the  library  staff 
and  of  the  training  classes.  A  pleasant  hour  or 
two  was  spent  in  the  inspection  of  the  library 
and  in  social  intercourse. 

On  Wednesday  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Library 
and  the  library  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  New  York 
were  visited,  and  the  party  then  attended  a  studio 
reception  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Edward  Gay,  at 
Mt.  Vernon. 

Thursday  was  given  up  to  the  Astor  Library, 
and  the  N.  Y.  Free  Circulating  Library  in  the 
morning  and  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Jersey  City 
Public  Library  in  the  afternoon,  where  Mr.  Cole 
was  a  delightful  host.  On  Friday  the  DeVinne 
Press  and  Bangs  &  Co.'s  auction-rooms  were 
visited,  as  was  the  Teachers'  College  Library, 
where  the  party  were  received  with  hospitality 
by  Miss  Denio. 

Saturday  was  given  up  in  the  morning  to  a 
visit  to  the  Cathedral  Library,  where  Father 
McMahon  was  a  cordial  host,  and  in  the  after- 
noon the  party  started  homeward.  During  the 
stay,  members  of  the  class  visited  the  Appren- 
tices' Library  in  parties  of  six. 

SUMMER  COURSES  IN  LIBRARY  SCIENCE. 
MADISON,  WIS. 

IN  connection  with  the  Summer  School  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wis.,  there 
will  be  a  course  in  library  economy  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Katherine  L.  Sharp,  Director 
of  the  Department  of  Library  Science,  Armour 
Institute,  Chicago. 

The  course  will  extend  through  four  weeks 
from  July  8,  '95.  The  instruction  will  be  adapted 
to  the  needs  of  librarians  of  the  smaller  public 
and  school  libraries. 

For  further  information  address  Professor  J. 
W.  Stearns,  Madison,  Wis. 

LINCOLN,   NEB. 

The  circular  of  the  various  courses  of  instruc- 
tion included  in  the  "  State  Institute,"  to  be  held 
at  Lincoln,  June  13  to  July  3,  announces  a  course 
in  "Libraries  and  their  management,"  to  be 
conducted  by  Miss  M..  L.  Jones  and  MissM..  E. 
Robbins,  and  covering  "the  rudiments  of  li- 
brary work,  special  attention  being  given  to  the 
selection  of  books  and  to  the  various  catalogs. 
The  work  will  be  adapted  to  the  special  needs 
of  Nebraska  school  and  public  libraries.  Lec- 
tures and  laboratory  work," 


State  Cibrarjj  Qlesodations. 

NEW  YORK  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  New  York  Library  Association  held  its 
western  meeting  for  1895  at  Buffalo,  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  May  17  and  18,  assembling  in 
the  lecture-room  of  the  Buffalo  Library  at  3 
p.m.  on  the  former  day.  There  were  3010  40 
persons  in  attendance  at  the  different  sessions. 

The  recent  death  of  Mr.  Reuben  B.  Poole,  of 
New  York,  having  left  the  presidency  of  the 
association  vacant,  and  the  vice-president,  Mr. 
Berry,  of  Brooklyn,  not  being  in  attendance,  the 
secretary,  Mr.  W:  R.  Eastman,  of  the  state 
library,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Miss 
Florence  H.  Madden,  of  the  Buffalo  Library, 
was  chosen  secretary  pro  (em. 

Mr.  Eastman  read  a  paper  on  "  The  library 
work  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York,"  which  called  out  questions  and  an  inter- 
esting discussion. 

Miss  Hazeltine,  of  the  James  Prendergast  Free 
Library,  Jamestown,  spoke  admirably  from 
notes  on  "  The  library  situation  in  western 
New  York."  Her  clear  presentation  of  facts, 
gathered  with  much  labor  and  under  many  diffi- 
culties, was  remarkably  interesting  and  rather 
painfully  instructive.  A  map  starred  in  different 
colors  to  indicate  the  location  and  character  of 
the  libraries,  whether  free,  subscription,  or 
otherwise,  gave  a  clear  outlook  over  the  library 
situation  in  the  eight  western  counties,  and  an 
endeavor  was  made  to  find  consolation  for  defi- 
ciencies in  the  thought  that  probably  other  sec- 
tions of  the  state  could  make  no  better  showing. 
A  map  locating  the  libraries  of  Massachusetts 
was  shown  as  a  striking  contrast. 

Mr.  Lamed  suggested  as  a  reason  for  the 
backwardness  of  our  state  in  the  matter  of  free 
libraries,  the  early  success  of  subscription  li- 
braries. Then  again,  in  Massachusetts  the 
Boston  Public  Library  has  been  the  inspirerand 
has  given  the  impetus  throughout  all  New  Eng- 
land, whereas  New  York  City  has  been  one  of  the 
last  to  consider  the  needs  of  the  public.  Now, 
however,  is  the  time  for  a  great  new  departure, 
and  much  that  has  been  accomplished  is  owed 
to  the  initiatory  work  of  the  regents.  Mr.  East- 
man made  some  remarks  on  the  district  system 
and  on  the  old  idea  that  none  were  so  suitable 
to  take  charge  of  books  as  those  in  charge  of 
schools.  But  40  years  of  experience  have  shown 
that  books  so  placed  have  diminished  one-half  in 
number. 

In  the  absence  of  Miss  Cutler,  of  Albany,  Miss 
Louisa  S.  Cutler,  of  Utica,  read  her  paper  on 
"Principles  of  selection  of  books."  "Three 
things,"  she  said,  "are  necessary  for  the  success 
of  a  small  library  ;  good  books,  good  methods, 
and  a  good  librarian."  To  select  books  wisely 
requires  an  abundance  of  time,  knowledge  of 
books,  and  sympathy  with  the  popular  taste. 
Such  reviews  and  criticisms  as  can  be  found  in 
the  Literary  World,  Critic,  Nation,  etc.,  will 
also  prove  helpful.  Perhaps  in  ten  years  or  so 
we  shall  look  back  upon  the  libraries  of  to-day 
as  collections  and  not  selections. 

The  New  York  Library  Association  list  of  the 
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best  25  books  of  1894  caused  general  discussion, 
and  an  extract  from  a  Montana  newspaper  proved 
that  the  question  had  stirred  up  opinions  there 
on  the  same  subject.  One  who  has  not  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  many  sought  to  find  out 
why  "  Trilby  "  was  read  so  much  and  brought 
down  upon  his  head  the  wrath  of  her  ardent  ad- 
herents. Mr.  Lamed  advanced  the  theory  that 
its  imitation  of  Thackeray  had  proved  its  charm, 
its  Thackeray  flavor,  so  to  speak.  Being  called 
upon  to  describe  the  Thackeray  flavor,  he  said 
it  was  as  easy  to  do  as  to  analyze  the  strawberry 
flavor.  Miss  Hazeltine  thought  its  scientific 
question  formed  a  part  of  its  popularity,  and 
she  had  noticed  an  increased  call  for  books  on 
hypnotism  since  "Trilby"  had  been  read. 
There  were  just  a  few  words  before  the  adjourn- 
ment about  the  balance  of  subjects  in  a  library 
—  the  proportion,  for  example,  in  which  fiction 
should  be  supplied  relatively  to  other  literature. 
About  the  only  conclusion  reached  was  summed 
up  in  a  remark  that  that  must  be  dependent,  each 
year,  on  the  quantity  of  good  fiction  produced. 

After  an  informal  supper  served  in  the  library 
building  and  a  delightful  social  hour,  the  party 
reassembled  at  eight  o'clock. 

The  session  was  opened  by  Miss  Van  Rens- 
selaer's  paper,  "  How  may  we  make  the  guiding 
of  her  pupil's  reading  a  part  of  the  teacher's 
work  ?  "  Mr.  Holden  was  unable  to  be  present, 
and  Miss  Chandler,  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  sup- 
plied the  vacancy  by  reading  from  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL  an  article  by  Miss  Merington,  of  New 
York,  also  on  the  subject  of  the  guidance  of  a 
pupil's  reading  by  the  teacher.  Then  Mr.  T.  C. 
Burgess,  of  Fredonia,  delivered  a  thoughtful, 
energetic  discourse  on  "  What  can  be  done  to 
help  a  boy  to  like  good  books  after  he  has  fallen 
into  the  dime-novel  habit  ?"  By  actual  investi- 
gation he  had  ascertained  the  hold  this  vicious 
habit  had  upon  the  youth  of  certain  communities; 
in  some  the  infection  was  wide-spread,  others 
being  comparatively  free  from  it,  and  girls  as 
well  as  boys  were  addicted  to  it.  The  news- 
papers, he  thought,  were  important  agents  in 
leading  young  minds  astray,  with  their  depart- 
ures from  the  straight  lines  of  truth,  their  eager 
grasping  after  everything  sensational,  regardless 
of  its  moral  quality.  Many  of  the  audience  were 
in  complete  sympathy  with  these  sentiments. 
The  subject  was  opened  for  general  discussion, 
and  Mr.  Eastman  read  from  a  number  of 
opinions  written  on  printed  question-forms  of 
the  Wellsville  Union  School  by  scholars  who 
were  asked  to  analyze  each  book  read  by  them 
stating  its  prominent  characters  and  purpose; 
and  it  was  interesting  to  find  how  an  occasional 
youthful  mind  got  right  at  the  heart  of  a  good 
book. 

Mr.  Lamed  expressed  his  appreciation  of  Mr. 
Burgess' account  of  the  influence  of  dime  novels, 
that  term  standing  for  all  pernicious  literature. 
However,  the  dime-novel  taste  is  a  misdirected 
taste  for  reading,  and  its  victims  are  not  in  so 
hopeless  a  state  as  those  who  do  not  read  at  all. 
Usually,  as  Mr.  Burgess' inquiries  seem  to  show, 
an  abundant  supply  of  good  literature  will  draw 
these  dime-novel  readers  to  better  books. 

Mr.  Emerson,  Superintendent  of  Education  in 


Buffalo,  thought  that  Mr.  Burgess  got  at  the 
substance  of  the  matter  when  he  said  that  good 
liteiature  should  be  supplied  in  the  schools;  and 
that  Mr.  Lamed  was  right  in  saying  that  a  large 
number  do  not  read  anything.  A  reform  is  nec- 
essary, but  that  goes  slowly,  even  more  so  in 
large  cities  than  in  small  places.  But  a  child 
should  undoubtedly  be  brought  in  close  contact 
with,  and  be  interested  in,  good  literature  in  his 
school  days.  If  he  leaves  school  before  the  read- 
ing habit  is  formed,  he  is  likely  to  join  the  large 
class  who  do  not  read  at  all. 

Miss  Hazeltine  asked  what  could  be  done  to 
help  girls  to  the  best  reading.  They  are  more 
difficult  to  guide  than  boys,  and  much  harder  to 
interest.  Boys  like  books  on  science,  electricity, 
games,  amateur  work,  etc.,  but  a  girl  of  from  16 
to  20  is  rather  a  problem,  especially  if  she  has 
known  no  guiding  hand.  Miss  Hazeltine  gave 
her  experience  with  children  who  did  not  read 
at  all,  perhaps  had  never  read  one  book  through; 
how,  after  much  thought  on  the  matter,  she 
had  taken  one  of  Scott's  novels  and  had  told 
part  of  it,  and  when  the  children  became  much 
interested  had  left  them  to  read  the  remainder. 
In  the  course  of  the  winter  20  books  were  read 
and  enjoyed. 

"  How  can  we  induce  parents  to  oversee  their 
children's  reading?"  was  a  question  that  received 
due  consideration.  One  teacher  had  adopted  the 
plan  of  having  her  scholars  bring  accounts  of 
current  events,  cut  from  the  newspapers,  to 
school,  and  in  order  to  get  them  the  children  had 
to  have  the  parents'  help.  One  of  the  school 
principals  of  the  city  gave  his  experience  in  cir- 
culating books  from  the  school  library  among 
his  pupils.  His  predecessor  had  acted  on  the 
principle  that  almost  anything  is  good  enough, 
regarding  it  as  a  stepping-stone  to  something 
better.  After  patiently  waiting  for  a  year,  he 
thought  it  about  time  for  the  next  step  to  be 
taken;  and  as  the  children  were  still  devoted  to 
Alger  and  Optic,  he  began  to  try  to  interest 
them  in  something  better.  At  first  it  was  no  easy 
matter,  but  now  an  improvement  has  taken  place. 
Books  of  historical  fiction  and  books  of  history 
are  asked  for.  and  the  children  seem  to  prefer 
the  histories,  finding  the  heroes  in  actual  life  are 
quite  as  interesting  as  those  of  fiction.  They 
often  ask,  when  they  have  read  a  book  or  been 
told  a  story,  "  Is  it  really  true?"  It  is  in  the 
power  of  the  regular  grade  teachers  to  influence 
their  pupils  day  by  day,  and  make  the  best  we 
have  familiar  to  them.  They  should  teach  pa- 
triotism, so  that  the  children  will  know  there 
is  something  back  of  the  American  flag  besides 
the  flag-staff. 

Another  school  principal  announced  his  earnest 
conviction  that  more  care  is  necessary  in  choos- 
ing all  literature.  There  are  well-bound  dime 
novels  as  well  as  cheap  ones.  There  are  three 
classes  of  books — the  positively  good,  the  posi- 
tively bad, and  the  not  bad  but  weak.  He  recog- 
nized nothing,  would  have  nothing,  but  the  posi- 
tively good ;  he  had  no  faith  in  the  stepping-stone 
Idea.  Life  is  so  short  that  none  of  us  can  ever 
live  to  read  all  of  the  best  there  is. 

Then  It  was  told  how  "  Hiawatha"  had  been 
introduced  into  the  second  grades  in  the  public 
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schools  of  Buffalo,  and  with  what  gratifying 
eagerness  it  had  been  received.  Teachers  can 
take  the  best  literature,  simplifying  hard  words 
and  explaining  troublesome  passages,  till  the 
children  grow  old  enough  to  understand  for 
themselves. 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  on  Saturday 
morning,  Mr.  Lamed,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  an  expression  of  the  feeling 
of  the  association  relative  to  tfie  death  of  its 
late  president,  Reuben  B.  Poole.of  New  York, 
submitted  the  following  minute,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

"  In  the  death  of  its  president,  Reuben  Brooks  Poole, 
late  librarian  of  the  Young- Men's  Christian  Association 
of  New  York,  the  New  York  State  Library  Association 
has  sustained  a  very  severe  loss. 

"Asa  man  he  bore  a  spotless  character  and  an  unsullied 
reputation;' as  a  Christian  he  was  consistent,  faithful, ami 
earnest,  without  the  slightest  taint  of  cant,  and  one  of 
whom  it  can  be  truly  said  '  his  works  do  follow  him ' ; 
as  a  librarian  his  quiet  work  for  31  years  in  building  up 
the  library  under  his  charge,  a  model  of  its  kind,  of  clean 
and  useful  books  in  all  departments  of  literature,  affords 
ample  proof  both  of  his  ability  and  faithfulness;  and 
these  also  are  emphasized  by  the  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held  by  all  his  peers  in  the  wide  field  of  library  work. 

"  How  much  his  gentle,  unassuming  dignity  of  manner 
and  uniform  courtesy  have  influenced  for  good  the 
thousands  of  young  men  who  have  come  within  their 
reach  no  one  may  estimate. 

"Absolutely  faithful  and  zealous  in  the  performance 
of  every  duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  warm  hearted  and 
sympathetic  as  a  friend,  he  has  gone  from  our  midst  so 
suddenly  that  we  still  wait 

" '  the  touch  of  a  vanish'd  hand 
And  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still'd. ' 

"  We  desire  to  place  on  record  this  estimate  of  our 
friend  and  co-worker,  and  thus  to  express  our  full  appre- 
ciation of  his  life-work  and  keen  sense  of  our  own  loss." 

Continuing  the  subject  of  children's  reading, 
Miss  Cutler,  of  Utica,  told  how  she  had  led 
children  into  the  realms  of  solid  reading  by 
strategy.  Instead  of  grouping  fiction  in  tiers 
one  above  the  other,  she  put  that  subject  on  one 
shelf  running  around  the  room,  with  the  sober 
reading  underneath.  Children,  she  said,  would 
take  down  scientific  works  by  mistake,  and 
having  their  curiosity  aroused,  would  continue 
by  choice.  The  result  had  been  very  satisfac- 
tory in  every  way.  It  had  some  drawbacks,  but 
not  enough  to  condemn  it. 

The  special  subject  on  the  program  was  a 
paper  on  "  The  value  of  classified  arrangement 
of  books  to  trustees,  librarian,  and  readers,"  by 
Miss  Jennie  L.  Christman,  of  the  State  Library 
School.  Miss  Christman  was  unable  to  leave 
Albany,  and  her  paper  was  read. 

"  Business  methods  are  necessary  in  library 
management  as  in  other  affairs  of  life,"  said  the 
paper.  "A  group  arrangement  of  books  enables 
the  trustees  to  know  easily  just  what  subject 
needs  strengthening  in  their  list.  The  librarian 
himself  finds  that  grouping  books  by  subjects  is 
a  great  aid  in  readily  finding  books  when  those 
on  a  special  subject  are  called  for.  To  learn  a 
good  system  of  classification  is  in  itself  a  liberal 
education." 

What  manrier  of  finding-list  is  most  advanta- 
geous? was  a  question  declared  to  have  a  great 
many  sides  to  it,  but  Mr.  Larned  thought  a 
combination  of  subject  arrangement  and  an 
author  index  very  helpful.  Also  that  the  first 
necessity  of  every  library  is  a  card  catalog,  in- 


cluding a  subject  catalog,  and  an  author  and  title 
catalog,  and  that  a  printed  finding-list  is  a  luxury 
to  be  had  when  it  can  be  afforded. 

To  cover  books  or  not  to  cover  books  proved 
an  interesting  subject,  calling  forth  many  opin- 
ions. Miss  Cutler  said  that,  in  Utica,  they  had 
pulled  off  the  old  brown  covers,  some  of  which 
had  probably  been  on  the  books  since  1830.  It 
was  said  that  books  lose  their  identity  when 
covered,  and  people  have  no  desire  to  use  them, 
the  exception  being  when  they  are  covered  for 
a  purpose,  to  indicate  that  they  are  the  new 
books,  loaned  but  fo.r  a  limited  time,  which  of 
course  makes  them  very  popular.  Miss  Hazel- 
tine  told  of  having  a  dingy,  brown-covered 
"  Hans  Brinker,"  which  the  children  would  not 
read,  while  a  new  one  with  a  pair  of  silver  skates 
in  the  corner  of  the  cover  was  received  with 
eagerness. 

How  to  clean  books  when  soiled  evoked  some 
merriment,  as  it  was  said  that  house-cleaning 
departments  would  have  to  be  set  up  in  conjunc- 
tion with  libraries.  Mention  was  made  of  a 
powder  of  fine  pumice-stone,  which,  rubbed 
dry  on  light,  daintily  covered  books,  succeeds 
in  restoring  some  of  their  freshness. 

Classification  came  up  again,  some  who  had 
been  charging  simply  by  accession  numbers 
feeling  the  need,  of  a  better  system  in  order  to 
give  some  supervision  to  reading,  especially 
that  of  children.  The  classification  of  Sunday- 
school  libraries  was  brought  up,  but  not  much 
light  was  shed  upon  the  subject.  It  was  gener- 
ally agreed,  however,  that  Sunday-school  libra- 
ries circulate  much  that  is  not  tolerated  in 
public  libraries. 

Mr.  Larned  and  Miss  Hazeltine  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  act  with  the  executive 
board  in  arranging  the  next  western  meeting 
of  the  association. 

FLORENCE  H.  MADDEN,  Secretary  pro  tern, 

CONNECTICUT  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  Connecticut  Library  Association  held  its 
annual  meeting  on  May  30,  in  Groton,  Ct. ,  at 
the  beautiful  little  library  founded  and  main- 
tained by  the  Hon.  Frederic  Bill. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  presi- 
dent, W.  K.  Stetson,  of  New  Haven,  at  10.45. 
Rev.  W.  L.  Peck,  of  Groton,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Bill  Memorial  Library,  welcomed 
the  visitors  in  a  very  happy  manner,  giving  a 
little  historical  sketch  of  Groton  and  its  "  sub- 
urb "  New  London. 

The  reply  by  the  president  and  reading  of  the 
secretary's  and  treasurer's  reports  was  followed 
by  a  paper  on  "  Two  books  on  a  card,"  by  Gard- 
ner M.  Jones,  of  the  Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Li- 
brary, relating  to  the  two  conflicting  methods  of 
charging  books  in  the  two-book  system,  the 
single  card  plan  and  the  two  card  method.  The 
paper  was  freely  discussed,  the  weight  of  evi- 
dence inclining  to  the  use  of  typo  cards. 

A  most  interesting  address  entitled  "  An  Eng- 
lish library  in  the  Levant  "  was  read  by  F.  S. 
Hyde,  of  Groton.  The  students  of  the  coliege 
at  Beyroot,  even  when  speaking  the  English 
language  very  imperfectly,  enjoy  reading  Eng- 
lish books,  and  like  their  English  brothers  (and 
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sisters),  enjoy  fiction  best,  though  the  fiction  to 
which  they  have  access  is  only  of  the  standard 
works.  The  Arab  loved  and  made  fiction  before 
the  English  language  was  made.  They  use  the 
language  of  the  "Arabian  nights  "  and  the  Arab 
novel-reader  knows  how  to  skip.  They  are  very 
fond  of  Shakespeare. 

The  noon  intermission  was  occupied  in  visiting 
the  fort  and  monument  and  in  taking  a  most 
charming  sail  in  the  Summer  Girl  up  the  beauti- 
ful Thames  and  down  the  harbor.  Lunch  was 
served  on  the  boat.  The  perfect  day,  the  appe- 
tixing  lunch  and  the  hospitable  kindness  of  Mr. 
Frederic  Bill,  who  provided  so  generously  for 
the  pleasure  and  entertainment  of  the  guests, 
made  the  day  one  long  to  be  remembered.  The 
fatigue  of  the  steep  climb  to  the  heights  was  also 
overcome  by  the  thoughtful  kindness  of  the  same 
generous  hand,  who  provided  carriages  for  the 
convenience  of  the  guests. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  with  a 
paper  by  C:  Knowles  Bolton,  of  Brobkline, 
Mass.,  on  "  Genealogical  collections  in  public 
libraries,"  which  was  freely  discussed,  as  was 
also  the  next  subject,  "Book  numbers,"  intro- 
duced by  H.  F.  Bassett,  of  Waterbury.  Mr. 
Bassett  explained  his  system  of  shelf  numbers 
and  the  method  he  took  to  work  it  out. 

Miss  Louise  Allyn,  of  New  London,  read  a 
selection  entitled  "  Three  little  maids  from  the 
Library  School." 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Robinson,  of  the  Otis  Library, 
Norwich,  was  appointed  treasurer  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Hills, 
of  Bridgeport. 

NEBRASKA  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

A  MEETING  to  'organize  a  state  library  associ- 
ation for  Nebraska  was  held  on  April  22,  at  the 
State  University,  Lincoln.  Representatives  were 
present  from'.Omaha,  Beatrice,  and'Crete,  and 
from  the  state  library,  the  Lincoln  City  Library, 
and  the  university  library;  also  from  Wesleyan 
and  Cotner  universities,  and  from  the  Western 
Normal. 

A  constitution  was  adopted  and  the  following 
officeri  were  elected:  President,  Miss  Mary 
Jones,  of  the  State  University;  ist  vice-president, 
Miss  Jessie  Allan,  of  Omaha;  2d  vice-president, 
Prof.  James  A.  Beatty,  of  Cotner  University;  sec- 
retary, J.  A.  Barrett,  of  the  State  University; 
treasurer,  Carrie  C.  Dennis,  of  the  Lincoln  City 
Library. 

The  association  was  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  working  in  the  interests  of  the  libraries  of 
the  state.  The  meetings  of  the  association  will 
be  held  at  the  call  of  the  executive  board, 
which  is  composed  of  the  officers  of  the  associa- 
tion. The  next  meeting  will  be  held  during  the 
conference  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association 
that  takes  place  next  September.  In  the  mean- 
time library  interests  will  be  represented  at  the 
"State  Institute."  to  be  held  in  July,  where  a 
course  in  library  instruction  will  be  conducted. 

During  the  meeting  Chancellor  Canfield  made 
a  short  speech  on  the  work  of  libraries.  After 
adjournment  the  visitors  were  shown  over  the 
university  and  especial  attention  was  paid  to  the 
library. 


COLORADO  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Colorado  Library  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  Public  Library,  Denver,  May 
1 8,  in  conformity  with  a  call  issued  by  the  execu- 
tive committee.  The  president,  Mr.  Dana,  in- 
formed the  association  that  the  object  of  calling 
the  meeting  was  to  organize  for  the  entertain- 
ment and  reception  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  which  is  to  meet  in  Denver,  on 
Monday,  August  12. 

The  reasons  for  the  meeting  being  held  in 
Denver  this  year  and  the  necessity  for  the 
proper  entertainment  of  the  members  were  then 
set  forth.  Mr.  Dudley  suggested  the  style  of 
entertainment  that  would  be  appropriate.  The 
following  officers  were  then  elected  for  the  cur- 
rent year: 

President,  J:  C.  Dana,  of  the  Denver  Public 
Library  ;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Peavey, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
Mrs.  John  R.  Hanria,  of  the  library  committee  of 
the  school  board,  and  C:  E.  Dickinson,  of  the 
library  committee  of  the  City  Library  ;  secre- 
tary, C:  E.  Dudley,  of  the  City  Library  ;  treas- 
urer, A.  E.  Whitaker,  of  the  State  University 
Library.  These  officers  constitute  an  executive 
committee,  and  were  given  full  power  to  act  for 
the  Colorado  Library  Association  in  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, with  power  to  appoint  sub-committees. 

The  program  for  the  meeting  of  the  A.  L. 
A.  will,  briefly  stated,  be  somewhat  as  follows  : 

Sunday,  Aug.  n,  arrive  in  Denver,  a.m. 
Monday,  Aug.  12,  conference  sessions,  morn- 
ing, afternoon,  evening,  the  evening  session  to 
be  open  to  people  of  Denver.  Tuesday,  morn- 
ing and  afternoon  sessions.  Wednesday,  morn- 
ing session;  afternoon  to  be  given  up  to  pub- 
lishing, college,  and  other  sections.  Thursday, 
morning  and  afternoon  sessions,  annual  A.  L. 
A.  banquet  in  the  evening. 

This  program  will  possibly  be  modified  so  as 
to  arrange  for  one  or  two  meetings  to  be  held 
in  Colorado  Springs  or  Manitou.  A  post-con- 
ference excursion  to  Glenwood  Springs  is  con- 
templated. Arrangements  will  probably  be 
made  for  the  librarians  to  visit  some  of  the 
smelters  and  mines  of  Colorado. 

All  persons  interested  in  any  way  in  the  pro- 
motion of  libraries  of  any  kind  are  urged  to 
join  the  Colorado  Library  Association  and  co- 
operate in  making  this  Denver  meeting  a  suc- 
cess. One  of  the  principal  objects  had  in  view 
in  holding  this  session  in  Denver  is  to  stimulate 
the  library  spirit  throughout  the  West. 

LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  OF   CENTRAL    CALI- 
FORNIA. 

THE  regular  meeting  of  the  Library  Asso- 
ciation of  Central  California  was  held  May  10, 
1895. 

President  Rowell  stated  that  the  topic  for  dis- 
cussion was  "Fiction  in  libraries,"  and  intro- 
duced Prof.  Woodruff,  of  Stanford  University, 
who  presented  the  principal  paper  of  the  even- 
ing, discussing  the  question  ably  and  impartially, 
but  making  a  vigorous  plea  for  fiction  as  a 
means  to  an  end.  He  held  that  fiction  was  often 
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a  real  need  of  tired  people,  who  found  in  it  the 
rest  and  refreshment  that  they  craved.  Bad 
fiction  did  not  enter  into  the  subject,  for  no  li- 
brarian should  or  would  think  of  giving  shelf- 
room  to  it ;  but  many  of  the  novels  usually 
frowned  upon  as  "trashy"  might,  he  thought, 
be  usefully  circulated  among  people  who  would 
otherwise  read  the  unqualifiedly  bad.  Four 
remedies  were  suggested  for  the  reduction  of 
novel-reading:  I,  the  formation  of  literary  read- 
ing clubs,  to  influence  the  reading  of  the  leisure 
class  ;  2,  the  establishment  of  vital  relations  be- 
tween the  public  school  and  the  library,  to  influ- 
ence the  children's  reading ;  3,  the  placing  of 
new  books  where  the  public  may  see  them  ;  4, 
the  personal  influence  of  the  librarian  and  his 
staff. 

Papers  were  read  by  Miss  Wade,  Mr.  Cleary, 
Mr.  Jellison,  Mr.  Coleman,and  Mr.  Harbourne. 
Mrs.  Hancock,  of  the  Sacramento  Public  Libra- 
ry, gave  her  experience  in  that  library,  and  Mr. 
Terrill  and  Mr.  Dupuy  made  short  interesting 
addresses. 

The  consensus  of  opinion  was  that  while  fic- 
tion-reading, and  particularly  the  "trashy" 
kind,  was  open  to  grave  criticism,  its  effect  was 
on  the  whole  beneficial,  as  it  nearly  always  led 
to  the  reading  of  a  better  class  of  literature. 
Statistics  showing  the  percentage  of  fiction  and 
its  use  in  the  libraries  of  Central  California  were 
presented  as  follows : 


Cibrarg  (Clnbs. 


NEW  YORK  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  annual  meeting  of  the  New  York  Library 
Club  was  held  at  Columbia  College  Library  on 
Thursday,  May  9,  at  3  p.m. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  President  Nel- 
son, who  alluded  to  the  recent  loss  to  the  club 
in  the  death  of  one  of  its  most  active  members, 
Reuben  B.  Poole.and  appointed  Mr.  Cole,  Miss 
Prescott,  and  Mr.  Richardson  as  a  committee  to 
draw  up  resolutions  expressing  grief  at  his 
death,  and  sympathy  with  his  daughter.  While 
this  committee  were  out,  the  annual  report  of 
the  treasurer  was  read,  showing  a  balance  of 
$110.38  in  hand.  Mr.  Baker  and  Mr.  Wing 
were  appointed  auditors,  and  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted. Mr.  Bostwich,  the  new  librarian  of  the 
N.  Y.  Free  Circulating  libraries,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  club. 

The  committee  having  returned,  the  follow- 
ing minute  was  read  and  accepted  by  the  club, 
and  ordered  to  be  entered  in  full  upon  the  records, 
and  the  secretary  was  directed  to  send  a  certi- 
fied copy  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Poole: 

"As  members  of  the  New  York  Library  Club  we  de- 
sire to  put  on  record  this  expression  of  our  keen  sense  of 
loss  'in  the  death  of  our  late  fellow-member,  Reuben 
Brooks  Poole. 

"  One  of  the  founders  of  the  club,  ten  years  ago,  he  has 
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The  question  of  the  interchange  of  books  be- 
tween libraries  was  brought  up,  and  after  some 
discussion  was  postponed  for  further  consider- 
ation at  another  meeting,  when  some  plan  will 
be  devised  to  develop  this  very  necessary  func- 
tion of  the  library. 

The  president  announced  that  there  would  be 
no  meeting  until  September,  when  the  topic  for 
discussion  will  be  "  State  aid  for  libraries." 
A.  M.  JELLISON,  Secretary. 


**  Not  including  Juveniles.    *  4^  c.  per  volume. 

always  been  one  of  its  most  earnest  and  active  members. 
He  served  eight  years  on  the  Executive  Committee  and 
is  the  only  member  who  has  been  twice  elected  Presi- 
dent. 

"  Of  quiet  and  unassuming  manners,  his  innate  dignity 
and  high  Christian  character  combined  with  his  uniform 
courtesy  to  make  him  a  pleasant  companion  and  a  valued 
friend  ;  while  his  ability  as  a  librarian  and  his  readiness 
to  forward  all  the  interests  and  work  of  our  Club  made 
him  a  recognized  power  in  our  midst. 

"We  shall  miss  him  in  our  gatherings  and  still  more 
in  our  councils ;  and  the  suddenness  of  his  demise  makes 
his  absence  from  us  the  more  keenly  felt. 
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"  We  extend  to  his  orphaned  daughter,  Miss  Mary  B. 
Poole,  our  sincere  sympathy,  in  the  double  loss  she  has 
sustained  in  so  short  a  time/' 

President  Nelson  then  suggested  that  perhaps 
some  of  the  members  would  like  to  refer  to 
their  personal  relations  with  Mr.  Poole.  Dr. 
Leipziger  spoke  of  his  friendship  with  Dr.  Poole 
extending  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Many, 
he  said,  were  attracted  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  by 
the  quiet  influence  he  exercised.  He  himself 
did  not  wander  far  outside  the  walls  of  his 
library,  but  his  influence  went  far  and  wide. 
The  collection  of  books  he  made  shows  the 
character  of  the  man,  and  all  who  came  into  his 
library  came  into  the  purest  atmosphere  that  one 
could  wish  to  enjoy. 

President  Nelson  spoke  of  the  funeral  and  the 
beautiful  tribute  paid  to  Mr.  Poole  by  his 
brother-in-law.  Then,  thinking  that  some  might 
not  have  heard  them,  he  gave  a  few  details  of 
his  death.  He  had  been  suffering  from  an 
attack  of  the  grip,  but  no  one  thought  that  the 
end  was  near  and  he  was  left  for  the  night 
quietly  sleeping.  When  his  daughter  came  into 
the  room  in  the  morning  he  was  apparently 
still  sleeping,  but  when  she  went  up  to  the  bed- 
side she  saw  that  without  a  struggle  the  spirit 
had  flown  ;  a  peaceful  end  to  a  quiet  and  unas- 
suming life. 

Mr.  Baker  said :  ' '  There  seem  to  be  two  things 
about  his  life  which  were  especially  noticeable, 
the  calmness  and  peacefulness  with  which  it 
moved  on,  and  the  fact  that  he  always  did  what 
he  deemed  to  be  his  duty.  As  a  class,  librarians 
do  stick  closely  to  duty,  but  he  was  especially 
faithful,  and  it  is  this  lesson  of  faithfulness  he 
leaves  to  us." 

The  regular  business  of  the  club  was  then 
taken  up,  and  President  Nelson  appointed  Mr. 
Baker,  Mr.  Sickles,  Miss  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson a  committee  on  nominations. 

Dr.  Leipziger  then  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  draft  resolutions  of  congratulation 
to  Columbia  College  on  its  magnificent  gift  from 
President  Low  for  a  library  building,  and  Pres- 
ident Nelson  appointed  Dr.  Leipziger,  Judge 
Peck,  and  Mr.  Cole.  After  a  short  absence  the 
committee  returned,  and  the  chairman  present- 
ed the  following  report : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Library  Club,  held  at 
Columbia  College,  Thursday,  May  9, 1895,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whtrttu,  The  Club  has  heard  of  the  munificent  gift  to 
Columbia  College  of  a  library  building,  made  by  Presi- 
dent Seth  Low,  a  gift  in  many  respects  unparalleled  in 
its  character  in  the  history  of  libraries. 

And  whereat  by  this  gift  the  future  great  library  of 
Columbia  College  will  have  a  worthy  home  on  a  beauti- 
ful site  amid  attractive  surroundings,  thereby  dignifying 
the  library  and  setting  a  worthy  pattern  for  all  ages  to 
imitate. 

Retalved,  That  the  New  York  Library  Club  congrat 
ulates  Columbia  College  on  its  great  good  fortune,  and  at 
the  same  time  expresses  to  President  Low  its  sincere  ap- 
preciation of  his  generosity,  of  his  unselfishness,  and  of 
this  added  proof  of  his  sincere  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
liberal  education. 

And  Resolved,  further.  That  the  Club  expresses  to 
President  Low  the  hope  that  Columbia  College  may  for 
many  years  to  come  enjoy  his  rare  leadership,  and  that  he 
may  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  the  accomplishment 
of  alibis  fondest  hopes  in  connection  with  the  institution 
to  which  he  is  giving  the  best  energies  of  his  valued  life. 

Ritolved  further ',  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  in 
full  on  the  minutes  of  this  Club,  and  that  the  secretary  be 
directed  to  send  a  certified  copy  thereof  to  President  Low. 


Judge  William  Ware  Peck  then  moved  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report.  The  motion  was  sec- 
onded, and  Judge  Peck  then  spoke  to  it  as  follows : 
"  When  we  consider  the  magnitude  of  the  do- 
nation, an  amount  that  can  have  few  parallels, 
if  it  has  any  parallel  in  the  history  of  education; 
the  source  of  the  donation,  a  single  and  a  private 
purse  ;  the  youth  of  the  donor,  whose  life  is 
rather  before  than  behind  him;  when  we  consider 
that  the  gift  secures  to  that  institution,  which, 
in  the  interest  of  accuracy  and  from  a  sense  of 
justice  and  deference,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  des- 
ignate Columbia  University,  a  new  and  far  ex- 
tended future  of  advanced  capacity  ;  that  the 
gift  leads  the  University  into  a  new  and  broader 
field  of  far  enduring  usefulness  ;  that  the  gift 
assures  to  the  metropolis  of  this  hemisphere,  that 
it  shall  be  the  seat  of  learning  for  the  hemisphere 
—  when  we  think  on  these  things,  the  very  afflu- 
ence of  our  English-speaking  tongue  falters  for 
words  of  fitting  commendation.  This  motion 
should  be  carried  by  a  vigorous  and  united 
voice." 

The  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
and  rising  vote  of  the  club. 

President  Nelson  then  announced  that  the  iSth 
of  June  next  would  be  the  tenth  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  club,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  very  pleasant  to  get  together  and  have 
a  little  celebration.  After  some  discussion  the 
idea  was  adopted  by  the  club,  and  $30  were  ap- 
propriated towards  the  expenses.  The  following 
committee  was  appointed  to  have  charge  of  the 
affair  with  full  powers  :  Messrs.  Wing,  Berry, 
G.  H.  Baker,  Miss  Rathbone,  Miss  Tuttle,  and 
Mr.  Nelson.* 

The  committee  on  nominations  then  made 
their  report.  For  president,  W.  F.  Stevens ; 
for  vice-presidents,  Mr.  W.  A.  Bardwell,  Miss 
E.  G.  Baldwin  ;  for  secretary,  Miss  Josephine 
Rathbone;  for  treasurer,  Miss  Elizabeth  Tuttle. 
The  club  then  voted  that  a  single  ballot  be  cast 
by  the  secretary  for  the  persons  nominated, 
which  was  done,  and  the  officers  were  declared 
elected. 

The  regular  subject  of  the  meeting,"  The  pro- 
posed bibliography  of  American  literary  period- 
icals," was  then  taken  up,  and  President  Nelson, 
by  way  of  introduction,  read  Prof.  Bolton's  let- 
ter, in  which  the  idea  was  first  mentioned,  and 
said  he  thought  the  time  was  ripe  to  take  up 
such  a  work.  The  clubs  in  Philadelphia  and 
Washington  have  each  undertaken  to  make  a 
list  of  the  periodicals  and  transactions  of  so- 
cieties on  the  shelves  of  the  libraries  in  those 
cities,  and  the  question  now  is,  Shall  the  New 
York  club  take  up  the  work  for  its  own  city  ? 
A  committee  was  appointed  by  this  club  some 
time  ago  and  formulated  a  circular,  but  the  ac- 
tual scope  of  the  work  to  be  undertaken  had 
not  been  decided  upon. 

Mr.  Richardson  remarked  that  in  all  such  un- 
dertakings the  burden  of  work  falls  on  the  editor. 
It  was  so  in  the  case  of  Poole's  Index.  Prof. 
Bolton's  energy  and  Indefatigablenessin  making 
his  Bibliography  of  Chemistry  was  remarkable, 
and  some  one  has  got  to  take  just  that  place  to 

*The  committee  have  decided  to  postpone  the  cele- 
bration of  the  tenth  anniversary  till  fall. 
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push  this  work  through  successfully.  To  people 
out  of  town,  just  such  lists  as  this  are  especially 
valuable.  . 

President  Nelson  thought  that  the  severest 
part  of  the  work  of  editing  could  be  obviated  by 
laying  out  a  clear  scheme,  so  that  each  contribu- 
tor would  send  his  work  well  arranged  and  ready 
for  the  printer. 

Mr.  Cole  considered  it  highly  desirable  that  a 
general  list  should  be  prepared,  and  thought  it 
would  not  do  to  have  different  cities  make  simply 
the  lists  of  periodicals  in  their  libraries,  as  this 
would  lead  to  too  much  duplication  of  work. 
People  in  different  sections  should  be  invited  to 
join  in  the  work  and  send  in  lists  of  local  period- 
icals. "In  my  own  library,"  he  said,  "  I  find 
it  hard  to  decide  whether  we  have  the  last  num- 
bers published  of  certain  defunct  magazines. 
The  new  list  should  decide  such  questions  by 
including  all." 

Mr.  Richardson  thought  the  A.  L.  A.  should 
take  up  the  work. 

President  Nelson  here  remarked  that  the  ques- 
tion seemed  to  be  taking  a  different  turn.  Prof. 
Bolton's  plan  seemed  the  more  feasible,  not  to 
take  New  York  City  simply,  but  proceed  on  the 
broader  scheme  endorsed  by  Mr.  Cole. 

Mr.  Soule,  a  welcome  guest  of  the  club  at  this 
meeting,  being  now  called  on,  remarked  that  it 
was  fitting  that  this  club  should  initiate  the 
work,  and  after  it  is  begun  here,  other  parts  of 
the  country  will  take  it  up,  and  Boston  will  take 
a  full  share. 

Mr.  Baker  thought  that  if  such  a  list  was 
made,  there  should  be  some  indication  as  to 
where  periodicals  which  are  not  in  every  li- 
brary can  be  found,  and  in  the  case  of  all  rare 
ones  just  what  library  they  are  in. 

President  Nelson  proposed  that  the  original 
committee,  which  consisted  of  only  three  mem- 
bers, Mr.  Cole,  Mr.  Josephson,  and  himself,  be 
increased  by  the  addition  of  Mr.  Baker  and  Mr. 
Richardson,  and  the  club  approving,  these  two 
members  were  added,  and  the  committee  was 
instructed  to  formulate  a  plan  for  a  "  General 
catalog  of  all  American  literary  periodicals." 

President  Nelson  then  thanked  the  club  for 
their  kind  and  hearty  support  during  his  year  of 
office  and  wished  them  all  success  in  the  future. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cole,  the  club  passed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Nelson  for  his  able  and  efficient 
work  as  president. 

HARRIET  B.  PRESCOTT,  Secretary. 
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ROWELL,  Joseph  C.     Classification  of  books  in 

the  library.     Berkeley,  Cal.,  1894.     49  p.  O. 

(University  of   California.    Library  bulletin, 

no.  12). 

Our  notice  of  this  important  pamphlet  has 
been  too  long  delayed.  Mr.  Rowell's  work  has 
various  ingenious  features  that  merit  attention 
both  in  classification  and  in  notation. 

The  general  arrangement  of  classes  is  a  cross 
between  the  Decimal  and  the  Expansive  Classi- 


fication, adopting  many  of  the  original  features 
of  the  latter,  but  modifying  them  in  such  a  way 
as  to  show  Mr.  Rowell's  entire  independence. 
The  very  first  page  is  a  good  example  of  this. 
In  the  Expansive  Classification,  Book  Arts  is 
the  last  of  the  Arts  of  Communication,  and  in- 
cludes, besides  Bibliography,  the  Composition 
of  the  book  (which  is  usually  put  under  Lan- 
guage), all  that  relates  to  the  manufacture  and 
selling  of  books  (which  is  usually  put  in  Useful 
Arts),  works  treating  of  the  final  deposit  of  the 
books  bought  in  Private  or  Public  Libraries, 
and  finally  that  description  and  enumeration  of 
books  that  is  specially  called  Bibliography. 
These  subjects  are  in  the  E.  C.  arranged  in  the 
order  in  which  they  come  in  the  existence  of 
the  book  —  Writing,  Manufacture,  Sale,  and 
Storage.  Mr.  Rowell  keeps  them  together,  but, 
as  so  many  other  classifiers  do,  makes  Bibliog- 
raphy a  sort  of  preface  to  the  whole  classifica- 
tion, also  altering  their  order  so  that  Libraries, 
the  final  resting-place  of  the  books  precedes  the 
classes  which  describe  its  creation. 

Bibliography  is  followed  by  Encyclopaedias 
and  Periodicals.  These  three  classes  are  the 
only  ones  that  are  denoted  by  letters  (A,  B,  C), 
and  the  bibliographies,  encyclopaedias,  and  peri- 
odicals of  special  subjects  are  put  under  those 
subjects,  with  a  lower  case  a,  b,  or  c  added  to 
the  classmark,  a  good  correspondence. 

The  general  order  of  classes  is  that  of  the  E. 
C.,  in  which  Language  and  Literature  end  the 
scheme,  instead  of  the  Historical  Sciences, 
as  in  the  D.  C.,  but  there  are  various  minor  de- 
viations intended  to  make  "the  collocation  of 
subjects  conform  more  nearly  to  courses  of 
instruction  at  present  pursued  in  the  univer- 
sity." Chemistry,  for  instance,  is  not  put  in 
Physics,  but  in  the  Useful  Arts,  between  Ag- 
riculture and  Mining.  Civil  Engineering,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  put  into  Physics  and  not  in 
the  Useful  Arts.  Architecture  is  taken  out 
from  Fine  Arts  and  put  after  Building  in  Useful 
Arts.  As  in  the  E.  C. ,  the  evolutionary  order 
of  classes  is  followed  in  the  Natural  Sciences. 
In  the  Social  Sciences,  while  the  subdivisions 
are  almost  exactly  the  same,  the  order  of  classes 
is  reversed,  which  has  the  good  result  of  bring- 
ing Politics  next  to  History,  but  leaves  the 
awkward  break  between  the  Social  and  the 
Natural  Sciences  as  objectionable  as  ever.  In 
Philosophy  and  Religion,  again,  the  order  of 
subclasses  is  almost  exactly  followed,  including 
the  position  of  Bible  as  a  connecting  link  be- 
tween Judaism  and  Christianity;  but  this  is 
combined  with  a  feature  taken  from  the  D.  C. , 
of  putting  Mohammedanism  and  Mormonism  im- 
mediately after  Judaism  as  its  derivatives. 

The  notation  is  not  decimal.  Classes  are  num- 
bered i  to  999,  with  no  attempt  to  assign  particu- 
lar decades  to  particular  subjects;  e.g.,  60  is  a 
subdivision  of  Geography  and  61  is  History. 
Where  a  more  minute  differentiation  of  topics  is 
needed  it  is  effected  by  adding  lower  case  let- 
ters. E.  g.,  24  is  Bible,  24g  Old  Testament,  24n 
New  Testament,  24z  Harmonics.  This  gives,  of 
course,  a  much  greater  number  of  subdivisions 
than  is  possible  with  a  decimal  subdivision  and 
is  just  as  easily  comprehended. 
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Throughout,  side  notes  in  smaller  type  give 
the  class  numbers  of  similar  subjects,  e.  g. : 

422  Water  Supply,  Wells.  [Boring  557 

[Health  485 

423  Sanitary  Engineering,  Sewers. [Plumbing  59» 

The  general  notes  on  Geography  and  History 
have  separate  places;  but  under  the  smaller 
countries  Travel  (which  is  apparently  intended 
to  include  all  geographical  works)  is  mixed  with 
History;  in  the  larger  countries  these  sections 
are  placed  side  by  side,  e.  g.: 

93  Great  Britain:  Travel 
93d  Antiquities 

93!  "  Channel  Islands 

94  "  History  in  general 
[Here  come   n   chronological  sections  and 

then] 

96  Local  Travel  and  History 

97  London 

98  Ireland  :  Travel 
g8d  "         Antiquities 
g8e  "        History 

This  arrangement,  which  in  classification  is 
analogous  to  that  adopted  by  Mr.  Noyes  in  his 
catalog  of  the  Brooklyn  Library,  has  manifest 
advantages.  I  found  it  absolutely  necessary  in 
treating  the  local  history  and  description  of 
the  United  States;  I  have  thought  of  adopting  it 
in  treating  the  towns  and  cities  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  have  suggested  a  notation  for  it  in  the 
Seventh  Classification  of  the  E.  C.  Whether  it 
is  expedient  to  carry  this  concrete  method  of 
arrangement  yet  farther  and  put  in  all  or  some 
of  such  subjects  as  local  Ecclesiastical  History, 
Politics,  Law,  Natural  History,  Industry,  Art, 
Language,  and  Literature,  indeed  all  the  books 
that  treat  of  any  subject  with  special  reference 
to  a  country,  is  in  my  mind  an  open  question. 

Mr.  Rowell's  classification  is  not  as  systematic 
as  either  the  D.  C.  or  the  E.  C.,and  it  makes  no 
use  of  mnemonic  aids,  but  setting  these  two  de- 
ficiencies aside,  if  they  are  deficiencies,  it  is  a 
good  working  classification.  C:  A.  CUTTER. 

Cibrarg  (Exonomjj  anfc  ^i 


GENERAL. 
JONES,  Gardner  M.     Libraries  of  local  history. 

(In    Putnam's    Monthly   Historical  Magazine, 

May,  1895,  p.  141-144.) 

Explains  briefly  the  importance  and  usefulness 
of  local  historical  collections  in  small  libraries, 
and  the  practical  methods  of  establishing  and 
caring  for  such  a  collection. 

PUTNAM,  Herbert.  The  great  libraries  of  the 
United  States.  (In  Forum.  June,  1895,  p. 
484-494.) 

A  review  of  the  chief  conditions  governing 
the  establishment  and  administration  of  the 
great  city  libraries  of  to-day.  Those  of  Boston, 
Baltimore,  and  Chicago  are  instanced,  the  pro- 
posed library  consolidation  in  New  York  and 
the  possibilities  of  the  Congressional  Library 
are  also  noted;  but  Mr.  Putnam  devotes  him- 
self more  to  a  consideration  of  the  principles 


of  the  modern  library  movement  than  to  ex- 
amples of  what  has  been  accomplished. 

LOCAL. 

Bloomington,  III.,  Withers  P.  L.  Added  754  ; 
total  15,155.  Issued,  home  use  51,445  ;  refer- 
ence use  4901.  Membership  2558. 

The  Withers  Public  Library  was  opened  as  a 
free  library  on  Oct.  2,  1894,  after  an  existence 
since  1857  as  an  association  library.  During  the 
first  eight  months,  the  library  has  more  than 
fulfilled  the  hopes  of  its  friends.  A  complete 
classified  finding-list  was  issued  in  Noven.ber, 
1894,  and  the  dictionary  card  catalog  is  very 
near  completion.  "An  unusual  amount  of  ref- 
erence work  has  been  carefully  and  energetically 
carried  on.  The  type-written  sheets  of  our 
reference  file  number  about  300.  This  number 
by  no  means,  however,  represents  the  amount 
of  work  done,  as  it  includes  only  those  subjects 
which  required  an  unusual  amount  of  research  ; 
embracing,  to  some  extent,  subjects  looked  up 
for  the  seven  literary  clubs  of  the  city,  and  de- 
bates, essays,  etc.,  for  the  different  educational 
institutions  of  the  city." 
Boston  P.  Z.  THE  NEW  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  IN 

BOSTON;  its  artistic  aspects,  by  Mrs.  Schuyler 

Van  Rensselaer;  [also]  Its  ideals  and  working 

conditions,  by  Lindsay  Swift.     (In   Century, 

June,  1895,  p.  260  -  271.)     il. 

Two  interesting  articles,  one  dealing  with  the 
architectural  and  artistic  features  of  the  library, 
the  other  describing  details  and  possibilities  of 
its  administration.  There  are  many  fine  illus- 
trations of  interior  and  exterior. 

Boston  P.  L.  On  May  4  the  newspaper-room, 
established  upon  the  gift  of  $2000  received  from 
W:  C.  Todd,  was  opened  for  the  first  time.  It 
now  contains  about  120  newspapers,  all  of  which 
are  American.  When  completed,  there  will  be 
about  2co  newspapers  on  file,  of  which  115  will 
be  American,  eight  Canadian,  one  Vancouvan, 
and  the  others  foreign. 

The  library  is  planning  to  print,  within  a  year 
if  possible,  a  catalog  of  all  the  books  on  political 
economy,  taking  the  phrase  in  its  broadest  sense 
and  including  some  10,000  titles. 

The  board  of  trustees  recently  voted  to  con- 
sider the  purchase  of  the  late  Prince  L.-L.  Bona- 
parte's philological  library.  If  this  is  done  the 
library  will  possess  what  is  probably  the  finest 
philological  collection  in  existence,  numbering 
about  20,000  volumes. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Pratt  Institute  F.  L.  At  the 
annual  exhibition  of  the  work  of  the  institute, 
held  from  May  23  -  25,  the  library  made  an  inter- 
esting exhibit  of  the  work  of  the  present  training 
class.  On  tables  grouped  in  the  reference-room 
the  work  was  arranged  to  show  the  various  proc- 
esses of  the  order  department,  the  cataloging 
department,  the  circulating  department,  the 
reading-room,  and  the  reference-room.  It  in- 
cluded leading  literary  journals,  catalogs^and 
books  of  reference,  order  sheets,  requisition 
blanks,  accession  book,  many  examples  of  li- 
brary handwriting,  sample  catalog  cards,  illus- 
trating various  forms  of  entry,  shelf  lists, 
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special  lists,  statistics  blanks,  withdrawal  book, 
labels,  book-plates,  application  blanks,  stu- 
dents', teachers',  and  children's  cards,  and  the 
various  notices  of  fines,  reserved  books,  and 
special  information.  A  sample  card  catalog, 
author,  title,  and  subject,  was  shown  in  a  small 
model  case,  and  there  were  miniature  newspaper 
and  magazine  racks,  binders,  etc.  The  exhibit 
was  carefully  prepared  and  arranged  to  the  best 
advantage;  some  of  the  work  shown  was  remark- 
ably good  —  notably  the  library  hand  writing  and 
the  catalog  cards  —  and  as  a  whole  it  was  an  in- 
teresting bird's-eye  view  of  the  detail  work  of  a 
library. 

Canton  (0.)  P.  L.  The  library  was  opened  in 
its  new  quarters  in  the  last  week  of  April.  The 
chief  change  in  administration  resulting  from 
the  removal  is  the  abandoning  the  plan  of  open 
access  to  the  shelves.  It  has  been  arranged  to 
add  the  books  of  the  public  school  library  to  the 
public  library's  collection;  this  gives  the  library 
a  total  of  some  6000  v. 

Chelms ford  (Mass.}  P.  L.  The  new  public  li- 
brary building,  given  to  Chelmsford  Centre  by 
Amos  Francis  Adams,  of  Newton,  a  native  of 
Chelmsford,  was  dedicated  on  the  afternoon  of 
May  8.  There  was  a  large  attendance  at  the 
exercises,  and  a  dinner  was  served  to  over  600 
guests.  The  keys  of  the  building  were  presented 
to  the  president  of  the  board  by  Mr.  Adams,  and 
the  speaker  of  the  day  was  Rev.  E.  A.  Horton, 
of  Boston. 

The  building  occupies  a  commanding  site  and 
is  planned  in  the  shape  of  a  cross,  crowned  by  a 
round  dome.  The  short  arms  in  the  centre  are 
devoted,  in  front  to  the  entrance  and  vestibule, 
and  in  the  rear  to  the  trustees'  room.  The 
southern  wing  contains  the  reading  and  refer- 
ence rooms;  the  northern,  the  stacks  and  delivery 
room;  while  the  central  hall  or  rotunda,  lighted 
from  the  top  through  the  dome,  which  is  sur- 
rounded by  windows,  is  for  use  as  a  public  re- 
ception-room. The  basement  contains  the 
heating  and  lighting  apparatus,  with  one  wing 
left  unoccupied. 

In  construction  and  in  finish  care  and  taste 
have  been  exercised.  The  building  covers  on 
the  ground  floor  2600  square  feet,  and  is  23  feet 
in  height  to  the  top  of  cornice  and  13  feet  to  the 
top  of  the  dome.  The  main  walls  and  partitions 
are  of  selected  Dover  brick.  The  steps  and  but- 
tresses and  lower  courses  of  stone-work  are  o 
white  Chelmsford  granite.  The  polished  col- 
umns of  the  porch  are  of  Fox  Island  granite,  and 
the  trimmings  of  windows,  cornices,  etc.,  are  o 
buff  terra-cotta.  The  dome  is  covered  with 
heavy  sheet  copper  and  the  roof  is  slated.  The 
interior  finish  is  all  of  selected  quartered  oak 
finished  in  its  natural  color.  The  windows  are 
glazed  with  plate  glass  in  large  single  lights 
The  porch  is  paved  with  Welsh  quarry  tiles 
Great  precautions  have  been  taken  against  fire 
the  furnace  and  fuel  are  in  a  special  fireproo 
cellar;  the  building  is  divided  by  two  brick  cross 
walls;  walls  and  partitions  have  fire  stops,  and 
the  upper  floors  are  laid  over  asbestos  paper. 

The  interior  decorations  consist  of  cornice 
and  raised  mouldings  in  stucco,  and  quarterei 


ak  panellings.  In  the  reading-room  is  an  open 
replace  of  brick  and  oak  panelling,  with  wrought 
ron  andirons.  Oak  cases  are  provided  for  the 
eference  books,  and  there  are  oak  tables  and 
icavy  oak  chairs  upholstered  in  leather.  The 
tack-room  has  shelving  for  15,000  v. ,  with  a 
apacity  of  double  this  amount. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Adams'  gift  of  the  library 
milding,  the  site  was  presented  to  the  town  by 
f.  Adams  Bartlett,  the  grading  was  done  at  the 
expense  of  C.  E.  A.  Bartlett,  and  two  gifts  of 
£500  each  for  the  purchase  of  books  were  re- 
ceived from  T:  M.  Adams  and  T:  P.  Proctor. 

Chelsea,  Mass.  Fitz  P,  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  434; 
total  14,384.  Issued,  home  use  67,483  (fict. 
55.99  %  ;  juv.  27.75  $)  I  reading-room  use,  6446. 

The  improvements  made  during  the  yearcom- 
jrise  principally  the  placing  of  additional  book- 
shelves and  racks  in  the  library  room,  and  fitting 
up  two  rooms  in  the  second  story  for  library  uses, 
one  to  be  made  a  "  Chelsea  memorial  room." 

Dayton  (0.)  P.  L.  (34th  rpt.)  Added  1135  ; 
total  33,716.  Issued,  home  use  120,689  (fict. 
58.7  %  ;  juv.  .26  %}  ;  lib.  use  50,625.  New  cards 
issued  1878  ;  total  registration  9366. 

The  circulation  of  1894  showed  an  increase  of 
14,958  over  any  former  year. 

East  Weymouth,  Mass.  The  $50,000  left  for 
a  public  library  in  Weymouth  by  the  late  J:  H. 
Fogg,  in  1892,  has  just  come  into  the  hands  of 
the  four  trustees.  They  intend  to  erect  a  stone 
building  costing  $20,000,  reserving  the  remain- 
der of  the  fund  for  books  and  running  expenses. 

Fair  haven,  Mass.  Millicent  L.  Added  1129  ; 
total  10,164.  Issued,  home  use  5199  (fict.  79  #). 
New  cards  issued  467  ;  total  registration  2204  ; 
352  cards  are  held  by  non-residents. 

The  library  was  open  for  business  every  day  of 
the  year,  including  Sundays  and  holidays,  from 
9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  Sunday  opening  has  proved 
a  success.  Librarian  Stevens  in  his  report  says: 
'  In  September  our  stack-room  was  thrown  open 
to  the  public,  and  patrons  invited  to  secure 
books  from  the  shelves  for  inspection.  This 
privilege  has  added  greatly  to  the  educational 
influence  of  the  library,  and  is  to  be  recom- 
mended, at  least,  for  all  town  libraries  where 
most  of  the  patrons  are  known  by  the  attend- 
ants." 

Fall  River  (Mass.)  P.  L.  A  site  for  the  new 
library  building  has  been  purchased  for  $50,000, 
leaving  $100,000  to  be  devoted  to  the  building. 

Germantoirn,  Phila.  Friends'  F.  L.  (Rpt.) 
Added  817;  total  18,082.  Issued  13,625.  No. 
card-holders  1500  ;  no.  visits  to  library  during 
year  21,259.  Receipts  $4053.47;  expenses 
$3027.44. 

There  has  been  a  decided  increase  in  the  cir- 
culation of  juvenile  books,  and  a  growing  use  of 
the  library  by  children  in  their^school  work. 

Girard(Pa.}  P.  L.  The  new  library  building 
was  dedicated  on  May  3.  It  was  endowed  by 
the  late  Robert  Wilcox,  of  Hammond,  Ind., 
who  left  $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  building, 
and  $5000  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
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Jackson  (Mich.)  City  L.  (loth  rpt.)  Added 
1243;  total  13,506.  Issued  82,171  (fict.  49,478) ; 
no.  cardholders,  3890. 

The  year's  work  shows  a  notable  increase  over 
any  previous  year,  partly  attributed  to  the  new 
and  attractive  rooms.  The  librarian  suggests 
that  a  new  charging  system  be  adopted  and  that 
special  privileges  be  allowed  to  the  schools. 

A'noxville,  Tenn.,  Children's  Home  Libraries. 
Several  months  ago  the  system  of  children's 
home  libraries  was  introduced  into  Knoxville,  in 
connection  with  the  public  library.  Money  was 
contributed  by  interested  persons,  and  a  collec- 
tion of  75  v.  was  secured.  These  have  been  dis- 
tributed in  various  locations  to  groups  of  10 
children,  boys  and  girls,  between  the  ages  of 
seven  and  17.  The  "libraries"  are  changed 
every  three  months,  or  when  all  the  books  have 
been  read. 

Marat /ion,  N.  Y.  Peck  Memorial  L.  The 
Peck  Memorial  Library,  given  to  the  town  of 
Marathon  by  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Marsena 
Peck,  was  dedicated  on  the  evening  of  May  15. 
The  library  was  founded  by  a  bequest  of  $20,000 
left  in  trust  by  Mrs.  Peck  to  three  executors  for 
the  establishment  of  a  free  library  in  a  suitable 
building.  The  executors,  who  were  subjected  to 
no  conditions  or  limitations,  promptly  organized 
into  a  board  of  trustees,  and  the  library  building 
was  completed  within  18  months  from  the  time 
the  bequest  was  received. 

The  building  was  begun  in  June,  1894.  It  is  a 
two-story  structure  of  pressed  brick,  with  sand- 
stone and  terra-cotta  trimmings.  The  interior 
finish  is  of  red  oak.  The  first  floor  is  devoted 
to  the  library,  with  the  exception  of  two  rooms 
leased  by  the  Marathon  National  Bank.  En- 
trance is  by  an  arched  vestibule,  on  which  appears 
the  memorial  inscription,  into  a  spacious  lobby, 
17  x  23,  from  which  opens  on  one  side  the  libra- 
ry rooms,  the  other  side  being  devoted  to  the 
bank.  The  main  library  room,  28  x  45  feet,  will 
be  fitted  with  1000  feet  of  shelving,  and  supplied 
with  reading-tables  and  chairs.  Opening  from 
this  room  is  a  reception-room,  17x26,  where 
newspapers  and  periodicals  will  be  kept.  The 
second  floor  is  devoted  to  an  auditorium,  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  700.  The  library  will  not  be 
ready  for  the  circulation  of  books  until  the  fall. 
It  is  expected  that  it  will  then  be  open  eight 
hours  a  day  for  five  days  each  week. 

Mass.  P.P.  L.  Commission,  (sth  rpt.)  During 
the  year  13  towns  have  accepted  the  provisions 
of  the  library  act  of  1890  and  have  been  sup- 
plied with  books  by  the  commission.  "  Of  the 
353  towns  and  cities  in  the  state  247  contain  free 
public  libraries  that  are  entirely  under  municipal 
control;  32  contain  libraries  the  use  of  which  is 
entirely  free,  and  in  the  management  of  which 
the  municipality  is  in  some  form  represented; 
22  contain  libraries  to  which  the  town  or  city 
appropriates  money,  but  over  which  it  has  no 
control.  Most  of  these  libraries  are  free  for 
circulation,  but  a  few  are  free  only  for  reference. 
Twenty  towns  contain  free  public  libraries  that 
are  supported  entirely  by  private  benefaction, 
and  with  which  the  municipality  has  no  official 
connection;  and  32  towns  have  no  public  library, 


though  in  a  few  of  this  rlass  small  association  li- 
braries exist." 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1892,  au- 
thorizing the  commission  to  furnish  $100  worth 
of  books  to  towns  with  a  valuation  less  than 
$600,000,  which  maintair  ed  a  free  library  before 
the  law  went  into  effect,  five  towns  have  re- 
ceived books,  and  eight  are  still  to  be  supplied. 
A  list  of  the  gifts  made  to  libraries  and  the  new 
library  buildings  erected  during  the  year  is 
given,  showing  that  37  towns  were  benefited  in 
this  way  in  1894. 

The  commission  purposes  to  undertake,  "  in 
a  very  humble  way,"  the  experiment  of  loaning 
reference  books  to  small  libraries,  or  to  persons 
interested  in  special  studies  in  towns  to  which  it 
has  supplied  libraries.  The  books  will  be  loaned 
directly  to  the  library  and  issued  to  the  bor- 
rower. Persons  desiring  special  books  are  in- 
vited to  make  their  wants  known  to  the  officers 
of  their  town  library,  who  will  then  decide 
whether  to  make  application  to  the  commission 
for  the  books.  If  such  application  is  made,  the 
library  will  be  held  responsible  for  losses  or  in- 
juries. 

Mass.  State  L.,  Boston.  (Rpt.)  Added,  v. 
3272,  pm.  4315;  total  not  given.  Receipts 
$6836.90;  expenses  $6112.92.  The  financial  fig- 
ures cover  only  books  and  binding.  Pp.  13-243 
of  the  report  are  devoted  to  an  author-list  of  the 
"  Additions  to  the  state  library  for  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  30,  1894,"  being  the  isth  annual  sup- 
plement to  the  general  catalog. 

Maiden  (Mass.)  P.  L.  (i?th  rpt.)  Added 
2083;  total  24,934.  Issued,  home  use  92,085  (fict. 
74.83  #);  reading-room  use  6579.  New  cards 
issued'isgg  ;  total  cardholders  6286.  Receipts 
$9783.62  ;  expenses  $8616.38. 

"  A  decrease  in  the  circulation  of  books  for 
home  use  in  the  first  half  of  1893,  and  a  reac- 
tion by  which  the  circulation  was  largely  in- 
creased in  the  later  months  were  noticed  in  our 
last  report.  This  sudden  and,  at  first,  appar- 
ently unexplainable  increase  has  continued  dur- 
ing the  present  year  in  even  larger  proportions, 
and  has  resulted  in  an  increase  of  nearly  23  % 
over  the  circulation  of  1893. 

"  A  largely  increased  number  of  cardholders, 
and  the  fact  that,  while  the  total  circulation  of 
books  has  far  exceeded  that  of  any  previous 
year,  the  percentage  of  fiction  has  slightly 
diminished,  leads  to  the  hope  that  the  present 
use  of  the  library  will  be  increased  by  a  vigor- 
ous and  healthy  growth.  The  growth  of  the 
circulation  of  books  for  home  use  has  been 
accompanied  by  a  similar  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  books  taken  for  use  in  the  building." 

A  system  of  teachers' cards  has  been  adopted , 
each  teacher  being  allowed  special  cards  which 
may  be  used  by  pupils  as  directed  and  super- 
vised by  the  teacher.  559  v.  have  been  issued 
on  these  cards  from  October,  1894,  to  January, 
1895.  New  books  suitable  for  children  are  ar- 
ranged on  open  shelves  for  examination  and 
selection  ;  this  plan  is  also  followed  with  books 
for  older  readers,  fiction  only  being  excepted. 
The  circulation  of  current  numbers  of  popular 
magazines  has  been  continued. 

"  The  reading-room  and  art  gallery  have  been 
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open  on  Sundays  from  i  to  9  o'clock  p.m.,  as  in 
1893  ;  and  the  results  are  no  more  satisfactory 
than  formerly.  A  decreased  number  of  visitors 
has  been  offset  by  an  increase  of  readers  ;  but 
the  results  still  fail  to  realize  the  hopes  of  those 
who  predicted  a  great  success  of  the  experiment. 
The  expense  is  more  than  it  ought  to  be,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  special 
officer  in  the  rooms  to  prevent  the  disorder  by 
which  readers  were  formerly  annoyed." 

Meriden,  Ct.  A  library  committee  of  25  was 
recently  appointed  by  the  city  council  to  outline 
plans  for  the  establishment  of  a  public  library. 
In  a  report  submitted  May  8,  and  accepted 
by  the  council,  it  was  proposed  that  a  public 
meeting  be  called  by  the  mayor,  and  a  pro- 
visional library  committee,  of  five  women  and 
25  men,  be  appointed  to  raise  funds  for  the  li- 
brary, the  committee  to  continue  in  power  until 
the  permanent  library  corporation  be  organized, 
which  organization  shall  not  take  place  until  the 
sum  of  $10,000  has  been  raised  or  pledged.  As 
a  means  of  starting  a  popular  subscription  for 
the  library,  the  committee  proposes  to  issue 
blank  forms,  to  be  signed  by  subscribers,  pledg- 
ing the  contribution  of  one  day's  wages,  to  be 
collected  on  a  date  set  by  the  committee,  and 
known  as  "  library  day."  Other  ordinary  sub- 
scription blanks  are  also  provided,  but  it  was 
thought  that  the  one  day's  wages  plan  would 
reach  many  and  be  generally  popular. 

Minneapolis  (Minn.)  P.  L.  (5th  rpt.)  Added 
7628;  total  73,218.  Issued,  home  use  428,744  ; 
(fid.  47.92  #;  juv.  16.92$);  reading-room  use 
(estimated)  200,000.  New  cards  issued  7166  ; 
total  registration  28,346.  Receipts  158,778.24  ; 
expenses  $48,511.23. 

The  increase  in  circulation  is  almost  16  %  over 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  There  are  now 
three  branches  and  four  delivery  stations.  Dr. 
Hosmer  suggests  that  the  present  system  of  is- 
suing all  books  to  branches  from  the  central  li- 
brary be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Baltimore 
and  Cleveland  plan  of  having  the  branches  con- 
tain independent  and  fairly  complete  collec- 
tions be  adopted.  He  also  urges  more  effective 
work  with  the  schools,  on  the  methods  in  use  at 
Detroit  and  Milwaukee. 

"  The  careful  inventory  revealed  the  fact  that 
during  a  year  175  books,  perhaps,  disappeared 
from  our  shelves,  unaccounted  for.  Though  not 
50  large  as  the  loss  reported  from  Cleveland,  the 
library  nearest  ours  in  size  and  volume  of  busi- 
ness, where  a  like  freedom  of  access  prevails, 
the  loss  is  undoubtedly  larger  than  if  our  sys- 
ten  were  less  free  than  it  is.  With  a  stream  of 
men,  women,  and  children  pouring  through 
every  story  in  the  building,  every  day  in  the 
year,  with  a  policy  which  allows  a  shelf  permit  to 
every  adult  applicant  who  seems  reputable,  and 
which  allows  even  children  to  go  freely  to  books 
adapted  for  them,  some  loss  is  inevitable.  In- 
deed, a  greater  loss  might  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected, and  the  disappearance  of  valuable  rather 
than  cheap  books,  in  a  circulation  of  600,000. 
While  the  great  proportion  of  our  visitors  justify 
this  policy  of  confidence,  heedless  and  dishonest 
people  will  sometimes  appear ;  as  often,  k 
must  always  be  said,  among  those  well  placed, 


as  among  those  of  humble  station.  The  two 
thieves  whom  we  have  detected  were  a  univer- 
sity student  and  a  teacher.  The  naive  lady  who 
brings  in  some  day  a  long-sought-for  book, 
waving  it  airily  and  remarking:  'You  were  so 
busy  I  thought  you  would  not  mind  if  I  took 
it  without  waiting  to  have  it  charged,'  will  be, 
quite  likely,  a  lady  of  the  best  position.  In 
spite  of  the  loss  of  books,  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  members  of  the  board,  the  library  staff, 
or  the  community,  is  disposed  to  make  a  change 
in  our  free  policy.  It  was  adopted  in  the  begin- 
ning ;  it  is  a  most  popular  plan  ;  it  saves  much 
in  service  ;  for  a  like  amount  of  accommodation 
to  visitors  under  a  policy  of  exclusion  would 
involve  an  added  number  of  attendants  to  carry 
books  back  and  forth.  The  inconveniences,  and 
the  occasional  losses  through  careless  and  thiev- 
ish people,  are  far  more  than  balanced  by  the 
advantages  enjoyed  by  our  public." 

Minnesota  Hist.  Soc.  L.,  St.  Paul.  (8th  bien- 
nial rpt.)  Added  3483;  total  55,265. 

There  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  growth  of  the 
library,  and  the  growing  public  interest  in  the 
collection  is  evidenced  by  the  large  increase  in 
donations  of  books,  mss.,  pictures,  and  curios. 
The  collection  of  Minnesota  newspapers  is  a 
valuable  one,  and  within  the  past  two  years  the 
society  has  been  able  to  complete  several  broken 
files  of  early  editions;  there  are  now  2924  bound 
v.  of  newspapers  in  the  society's  vaults-.  The 
library  receives  346  daily  and  weekly  papers,  of 
which  14  only  are  paid  for.  A  valuable  addi- 
tion to  the  library  was  the  collection  of  the  more 
important  letters  and  papers  of  the  late  Gen.  H. 
H.  Sibley,  containing  much  original  information 
regarding  the  development  of  the  state. 

Nashua,  N.  H.  Suit  has  been  brought  against 
the  city  of  Nashua  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Hunt,  to  re- 
cover possession  of  $50,000  given  by  herself  and 
her  mother  to  the  town  for  a  library.  The  gift, 
with  its  condition,  was  unanimously  accepted  by 
the  city  councils  in  September,  1892.  The  only 
condition  required  the  city  to  purchase  a  site  to 
be  selected  by  a  committee  of  the  library  trustees 
and  .city  councils  previously  named.  The  latter 
agreed  upon  a  location  known  as  "  the  Greeley 
site,"  and  bonded  it,  but  the  councils  refused  to 
accept  the  report  or  purchase  the  site.  The 
councils  of  1893  took  the  same  position  as  its 
predecessors,  that  they  and  not  the  locating 
committee  were  to  be  the  final  judges  of  the  loca- 
tion. Meanwhile  the  bond  upon  the  property 
expired  and  it  was  sold  to  a  syndicate  at  an  in- 
crease in  price  and  again  bonded  by  the  city. 
Prominent  citizens  through  the  attorney-general 
asked  the  court  to  interpret  the  contract  at  the 
March  term  in  1893  and  it  was  ruled  that  the 
city  was  bound  to  buy  the  lot  selected  by  the 
committee.  The  councils  still  refused  to  take 
the  necessary  act'on  and  the  court  issued  an 
order  to  the  councils  commandirig  its  purchase. 
In  July,  1893,  prominent  citizens  and  the  donors 
asked  the  court  to  reopen  the  case,  which  was 
granted  and  a  decision  rendered  in  Septemuer 
that  the  Greeley  lot  must  be  secured  unless  the 
donors  asked  for  a  return  of  their  money,  be- 
cause not  expended  "within  a  reasonable  tiire." 
This  question  was  at  once  raised  but  has  never 
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been  heard,  owing  to  the  death  last  December  of 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Hunt,  one  of  the  donors,  the  date 
for  hearing  previously  appointed  being  Decem- 
ber 26.  The  complications  arising  have  been 
from  time  to  time  noted  in  these  columns  (L.  J. 
18  :  i Go,  297,  482.) 

Nebraska  State  L.,  Lincoln.  (Biennial  rpt.) 
Added  3503  ;  total  30,253. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  in  completing 
sets  of  law  reports,  serials,  and  magazines;  the 
miscellaneous  department  has  also  been 
strengthened.  The  librarian  urges  that  an  ap- 
propriation be  made  for  a  card  catalog  and  that 
additional  shelving  be  supplied. 

New  Jersey  State  L.,  Trenton.  (Rpt.)  Added 
1529;  total  43,388;  visitors,  "exclusive  of 
lawyers,  scholars,  and  other  regular  attendants, 
2610." 

"  In  law  and  miscellany  the  library  will  favor- 
ably compare  with  any  state  library  in  the 
country,  while  as  a  practical  '  working  library ' 
it  has  no  superior."  The  library  is  largely  used 
for  reference  work  by  the  pupils  of  the  state 
schools,  business  colleges,  and  the  high  school. 
"  In  fact,  it  seems  to  be  getting  to  be  gen- 
erally understood  that  the  library  is  an  im- 
portant adjunct  to  educational  institutions,  and 
teachers  frequently  refer  their  scholars  to  our 
books  of  reference.  This  is  as  it  should  be, 
and  proves  that  the  popular  notion  that  the 
state  library  was  exclusively  for  lawyers  is  be- 
ing rapidly  dispelled." 

New  London  (Ct.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  1682; 
total  14,168.  Issued,  home  use  69,971;  av.  daily 
use  229,  largest  daily  use  675;  ref.  use  1993  (no 
record  of  general  ref.  use  is  kept).  New  bor- 
rowers 527;  total  no.  borrowers  3850.  Volumes 
issued  per  capita  of  population  5.09;  by  registra- 
tion 19;  average  no.  times  each  book  has  been 
issued  5.46;  non-resident  registration  192. 

During  the  year  247  art  studies  were  added  to 
the  library  collection.  There  are  57  magazines 
on  file  in  the  reading-room. 

New  York.  Aguilar  F.  L.  The  Lexington 
avenue  branch  of  the  library  was  recently  re- 
moved to  113  East  sgth  street,  between  Lexing- 
ton and  Park  avenues,  where  it  has  much  more 
attractive  and  convenient  quarters. 

New  York  City  L.  The  New  York  board  of 
aldermen  recently  received  a  letter  from  C :  Burr 
Todd,  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  urg- 
ing the  reorganization  and  rehabitation  of  the 
city  library,  established  in  city  hall.  Mr.  Todd 
says  :  "  The  City  Library,  under  Tammany  rule, 
has  so  degenerated  as  to  become  a  travesty  on 
the  name.  It  was  founded  primarily,  I  presume, 
for  the  use  of  city  officials,  and  should  therefore, 
be  a  reference  library  only.  It  ought  not  to 
contain  the  city  records  (the  earlier  ones,  at 
least),  now  kept  in  the  room  adjoining,  under 
custody  of  the  city  clerk,  in  a  most  slipshod 
way.  These  records  are  being  defaced  and  de- 
stroyed, and  should  be  printed  at  once  by  a  re- 
sponsible commission  of  historical  scholars  and 
conveyancers.  The  city  library  should  contain, 
further,  the  corporation  manual  and  various 
histories  of  the  city,  laws  of  the  various  states, 


charters,  ordinances,  and  regulations  of  every 
considerable  city  in  the  United  States  and  Eu- 
rope, so  far  as  printed  ;  standard  works  of  history 
and  science,  and  such  reference-books  as  will 
make  it  a  thoroughly  equipped  library  of  refer- 
ence. There  is  great  need  for  such  a  library 
downtown;  in  fact,  none  such  exists,  and  to 
found  it  would  be  glory  enough  for  one  admin- 
istration. I  may  add  that  the  city  librarian 
should  be  appointed  by  the  mayor,  instead  of  by 
a  subordinate,  and  should  be  responsible  to  him 
alone." 

Philadelphia.  Apprentices' L.  The  75th  anni- 
versary of  the  Apprentices'  Library  was  cele- 
brated on  April  29.  The  building  was  deco- 
rated with  palms  and  potted  plants,  and  was 
open  to  visitors  between  n  a.m.  and  6  p.m. 
An  historic  sketch  of  the  library ;  issued  in  pam- 
phlet form,  was  presented  to  visitors.  According 
to  the  annual  report,  the  library  now  contains 
15,429  v.;  the  reading-room  attendance  has  been 
48,207;  80,892  v.  have  been  circulated;  and  1066 
new  cards  were  issued. 

Philadelphia.  Franklin  Institute  L.  A  short 
history  of  the  organization  and  development  of 
the  library  is  given  in  the  account  of  "The 
Franklin  Institute,"  compiled  by  W:  H.  Wahl, 
published  in  pamphlet  form  by  the  Institute. 
The  library  is  essentially  a  reference  collection, 
comprising  full  sets  of  patent  records,  technical 
and  scientific  works,  and  important  serial  publi- 
cations. Its  income  is,  however,  far  below  its 
needs,  though  its  many  exchanges,  received 
through  the  medium  of  the  Journal  of  the  Insti- 
tute, lighten  considerably  its  burden  of  "chron- 
ic poverty."  The  library  now  contains  41,812 
books  and  unbound  volumes,  27,931  pamphlets 
(of  which  the  greater  number  are  classified  and 
cataloged),  and  4722  maps,  charts,  and  photo- 
graphs. Its  working  force  is  quite  inadequate 
to  its  demands.  "  It  may  surprise  those  who  are 
familiar  with  the  working  methods  and  needs  of 
the  modern  library  to  learn  that  all  the  domestic 
work  of  the  Institute  library  —  which  is  receiving 
monthly  about  200  new  volumes,  issuing  for 
reference  6000  volumes  monthly,  and  which  has 
150  readers  per  day —  is  performed  by  a  single 
librarian,  with  the  aid  of  one  boy  who  also  acts  as 
messenger." 

Philadelphia  (Pa.)  P.  Ls.  Branch  No.  5  of  the 
Philadelphia  Public  Library  was  formally  opened 
on  the  evening  of  May  22.  Invitations  to  the  ex- 
ercises had  been  issued,  and  there  was  a  large 
attendance.  Speeches  were  made  by  Dr.  B.  C. 
Steiner,  librarian  of  the  Enoch  Pratt  Library, 
Baltimore;  Judge  W:  B.  Hanna,  S:  B.  Huey, 
and  Judge  W:  N.  Ashman.  Branch  No.  5  is 
located  in  the  building  known  as  the  West  Phila- 
delphia Institute,  and  the  books  formerly  in  the 
institute  now  form  part  of  the  new  collection, 
which  opens  with  about  6500  v.  Three  rooms 
are  devoted  to  library  purposes,  and  there  is  ac- 
commodation for  about  20,000  v.  The  librarian 
is  Clarence  S.  Kates,  who  was  transferred  from 
Branch  No.  4  in  Roxborough. 

Quincy,  Mass.  Thomas  Crane  P.  L.  (Rpt.) 
Added  469;  total  not  given.  Issued  73,442 
(fict.  34.4  %;  periodicals  24.1  %;  juv.  21.3^).  New 
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cards  issued  706;  total  registration  12,378.  Re- 
ceipts $5670;  expenses  $5335-99- 

St.  Louis  (A/o.)  F.  P.  L.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
directors  on  May  n,  the  librarian  was  author- 
ized to  send  boxes  of  books  to  such  charitable 
institutions  as  desired  them,  and  the  managers 
of  which  would  be  responsible  for  their  safe- 
keeping and  return.  Books  will  also  be  sent  to 
the  various  engine-houses  of  the  fire  department, 
provided  the  chief  of  the  department  will  guar- 
antee their  return. 

San  Francisco  (Cal.)  Mercantile  L.  (42d  rpt.) 
Added  1427;  total  68,499.  Issued,  home  use 
41,722  (fict.  69.75  %)  ;  no  record  of  lib.  use  is 
kept.  Total  subscribing  membership  $1073  ; 
total  membership  1304. 

The  classification  of  books,  according  to  the 
decimal  plan,  has  been  continued  as  persistently 
as  possible,  and  4043  v.  have  been  classified  and 
shelved.  The  report  is  chiefly  a  presentment  of 
the  financial  status  of  the  library,  which  is  not 
gratifying,  as  the  association  has  an  indebted- 
ness of  $75,000,  and  its  income  is  much  below 
its  needs.  Strict  economy  has  been  necessary  in 
all  branches  of  the  administration.  On  Jan,  i, 
1894,  the  dues  were  reduced  from  $9  to  $5  a 
year,  the  change  resulting  in  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  membership,  though  it  did  not  bring 
the  large  growth  that  had  been  hoped  for. 

San  Francisco  (Cal.)  P.  L.  Several  innova- 
tions have  been  introduced  into  the  library 
within  the  past  few  months,  chief  among  them 
being  the  publication  of  a  monthly  bulletin  of 
accessions,  devoted  also  to  library  notes  and 
miscellany.  Special  efforts  are  being  made  to 
extend  the  relations  of  the  library  with  the 
local  schools.  Books  for  class  work,  in  lots  of 
20  v.  or  so,  are  selected  by  the  teacher  and  sent 
to  the  school  by  the  library  for  a  period  of  two 
weeks,  subject  to  renewal.  Borrowers'  cards 
are  then  made  out  for  each  pupil  and  given  to 
the  teacher,  who  issues  books  to  the  scholars  in 
rotation  or  by  any  preferable  method;  the  bor- 
rowers' cards  thus  issued  to  the  teacher  in  his 
pupils'  names  are  good  only  for  books  for 
school  use,  the  pupils  having  temporarily  sur- 
rendered their  library  rights  to  the  teacher. 
Should  they  desire  to  become  borrowers  in  per- 
son, their  cards  in  the  teacher's  possession 
would  have  to  be  cancelled  and  new  ones  issued 
in  the  usual  manner. 

Somermlle  (Mass.)  P.  L.  (22d  rpt.)  Added 
2860;  total  27,729.  Issued,  home  use  106,341. 
New  cards  issued  923  ;  total  registration  5538. 
Receipts  $9567.48  ;  expenses  $9557.83. 

The  classification  of  the  library,  heretofore 
unattempted,  was  begun  during  the  year  ;  "in- 
formation slips  "  and  greater  freedom  and  facili- 
ty in  the  use  of  the  reference-books  were  also 
introduced,  and  the  adoption  of  the  two-book 
system  is  recommended.  An  important  altera- 
tion is  the  changing  of  the  book-room  into 
a  stack-room,  fitted  with  new  steel  Wester- 
velt  shelving,  accommodating  60,000  v.  These 
improvements  will  give  the  library  a  total 
capacity  of  86,000  v.  The  classification  of 
the  books  and  their  consequent  rearrangement 


will  alter  every  call-number  and  make  the 
printed  catalog  of  1888  and  its  various  supple- 
ments quite  useless.  The  librarian  therefore 
urges  the  necessity  for  a  card  catalog,  and  espe- 
cially recommends  the  publication  of  a  printed 
classed  finding  list  of  all  books  in  the  library, 
giving  author  and  title  entries  and  full  index. 
For  this  he  asks  a  special  appropriation  of 
$2000. 

Sout'hbridge  (Mass.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added 
472  ;  total  15,502.  Issued  21, 920 (fict.  44.34  #; 
juv.  19,89  %).  New  cards  issued  225  ;  total  reg- 
istration 2974.  Receipts  $2099.90  ;  expenses 
$1975.49- 

Tacoma  (Wash.)  City  L.  The  library  re- 
opened on  May  8,  after  a  thorough  rehabilita- 
tion. The  doors  dividing  the  three  library 
rooms  have  been  removed,  and  the  alterations 
afford  considerably  more  space  for  books  and 
readers,  and  better  light.  A  collection  of 
curios,  belonging  to  the  late  Bishop  Paddock,  of 
Washington,  has  been  installed  in  the  library. 

University  of  Illinois,  Champaign.  On  May  17 
the  House  of  Representatives  passed  to  its  third 
reading,  without  amendment,  the  university  ap- 
propriations bill,  which  contains  an  item  of 
$150,000  for  a  library  building.  As  this  has  al- 
ready passed  the  senate,  the  appropriation  is 
practically  assured.  Although  it  is  less  than  the 
amount  asked  for,  it  will  suffice  for  a  beginning. 
The  university  library  now  numbers  over  27,000 
v.  and  is  growing,  at  present,  at  the  rate  of 
nearly  3000  v.  yearly.  Under  the  direction  of 
its  new  president,  Andrew  Sloan  Draper,  for- 
merly superintendent  of  public  instruction  for 
the  state  of  New  York,  the  university  has  taken 
a  long  step  forward,  numbering  now  810  stu- 
dents and  over  80  instructors,  with  excellent 
prospects  of  rapid  growth  in  the  future. 

Watertown  (Ct.)  L.  A.  Added  373;  total 
7103.  Issued  11,508  (fict.  8398);  periodicals 
3691.  New  cards  issued  127;  total  card-holders 
635. 

Westfield,  Mass.  The  Westfield  Athenaeum 
was  opened  on  May  10  as  a  free  public  library, 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  town  authori- 
ties and  the  directors  of  the  association.  The 
rooms  have  been  altered  and  improved,  and  the 
library  will  be  open  for  certain  hours  each  day. 
It  contains  about  15,000  v.,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  print  a  catalog  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Wilkesbarre,Pa.  Osier  hout  F.  L.  (6th  rpt.) 
Added  2061;  total  21,115.  Issued,  home  use 
66,101  (fict.  67  %);  lost  and  paid  for  9.  New 
cards  issued  1894;  total  registration  5077. 

There  were  loaned  to  the  schools  8221  v.,  an 
increase  of  253  over  1893.  A  children's  reading- 
room  is  much  needed.  "  The  long-deferred 
supplement  to  our  catalog  of  1889  is  being 
printed,  and  will  be  quite  as  large  as  the  catalog 
itself,  as  we  have  nearly  doubled  our  number  of 
volumes  since  that  was  issued.  It  will  be  ar- 
ranged in  the  same  way  as  the  catalog,  and  will 
open  up  a  valuable  collection  of  books  to  our 
readers." 

Worcester  (Mass.)  F.  P.  L.  (35th  rpt.) 
Added  5314;  total  98,225.  Issued,  home  use 
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158,812;  ref.  use  86,012;  Sunday  and  holiday 
use  2629.  New  registration  2653;  total  regis- 
tration 17,898.  Receipts  $32,947.61;  expenses 

$30,105.77- 

"  The  plan  which  we  have  of  letting  users  of 
the  library  rummage  freely  among  new  books 
bought  for  the  circulating  department  does  very 
much  to  excite  interest  in  good  books  which 
would  pass  unnoticed  unless  called  in  this  way 
to  the  attention  of  readers.  There  have  been 
three  exhibitions  of  pictures  in  the  library  build- 
ing during  the  past  year.  The  first  was  on  Feb- 
ruary 26,  when  the  plates  of  the  great  work  of 
the  French  painter  of  battle  scenes,  E.  Detaille, 
entitled  '  L'armee  Fran9aise,'  were  placed  upon 
the  walls  of  the  lecture  hall.  We  had  before 
shown  the  uniforms  in  use  in  colonial  times  in 
this  country,  and  those  which  have  been  adopted 
from  time  to  time  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  That  exhibition  had  given  great  satis- 
faction, and  we  were  not  surprised  to  find  that 
this  one,  in  which  the  uniforms  of  all  the  arms 
of  the  service  in  the  French  army  were  dis- 
played in  color,  and  as  worn  by  artistic  groups 
of  officers  and  men,  also  excited  a  marked  in- 
terest." The  second  exhibition,  held  May  15, 
illustrated  Mexican  antiquities.  The  foundation 
of  the  collections  shown  was  Dr.  A.  Penafiel's 
"  Monumentadelarte  Mexicano,"  which  contains 
hundreds  of  illustrations  in  portfolios;  some  200 
or  more  photographs  taken  from  views  in  Yuca- 
tan, numerous  objects  of  interest  in  connection 
with  Mexico,  and  the  flags  of  Mexico  and  Yuca- 
tan, were  also  shown.  The  third  exhibition, 
which  was  opened  October  12,  was  held  in  the 
lecture  hall,  and  consisted  of  "the  beautifully 
colored  plates  of  Garnier's  soft  porcelain  of 
Sevres,  »nd  of  the  photographs  of  lace  in  the 
lace  album  and  in  Strassen's  Spitzen  des  16-19 
Jahrhunderts  aus  den  Sammlungen  des  Kunst- 
gewerbe-Museums  zu  Leipzig  ausgerwahlt." 


PRACTICAL  NOTES. 

THE  RUDOLPH  BOOK  BINDING  is  the  latest  in- 
vention of  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudolph,  of  the  Newberry 
Library,  inventor  of  the  Rudolph  indexer  and 
its  accessories.  The  binder  is  novel  in  design, 
and  though  especially  intended  for  pamphlets, 
magazines,  and  other  serial  publications,  can 
also  be  used  in  binding  books.  It  is  difficult  to 
give  a  fair  idea  of  its  details  without  diagrams, 
but  the  following  brief  description  may  serve  to 
make  plain  its  distinctive  characteristics. 

The  binding  consists  of  six  parts:  side  covers, 
"  channel-pieces,"  binges,  rods,  staples,  and 
label.  Every  book  to  be  bound  is  divided 
into  sections  of  from  10  to  90  pages  each,  as 
desired;  in  the  case  of  magazines  each  maga- 
zine will  form  a  section.  The  book  section 
is  then  inserted  within  a  "  channel-piece  "  of 
zinc,  covered  with  cloth  or  buckram  ;  this 
channel-piece  covers  the  back  of  the  section, 
extending  slightly  on  either  side,  and  leav- 
ing a  narrow  channel  between  the  back  of  the 
section  and  the  piece  itself.  The  book  section 
is  firmly  fastened  in  the  channel-piece  by  wire 
staples  driven  through  holes.  A  wire  rod, 
headed  at  one  end  and  slightly  pointed  at  the 


other,  is  then  passed  through  the  narrow  chan- 
nel back  of  the  book  section.  Each  book  sec- 
tion or  magazine  is  treated  in  this  way.  The 
rods,  which  form  the  hinge-pin  of  each  section, 
project  sufficiently  beyond  the  ends  of  the  book 
section  to  be  thrust  through  plated  steel  hinge- 
pieces  at  the  top  and  boltom  of  the  book. 
The  side  covers  are  fitted  top  and  bottom  with 
hinge-pieces,  and  each  book  section  also  has  its 
hinge-pieces;  these  pieces  are  ingeniously  de- 
vised to  connect  with  one  another,  each  rod 
joining  two  hinge-pieces.  The  sections  may  be 
withdrawn  by  removing  the  rod,  and  more  or 
fewer  sections  may  be  inserted  at  will.  A  flexi- 
ble label  is  fitted  over  the  rear  edges  of  the  sec- 
tions, slipping  into  false  pockets  inside  the  side 
covers.  As  the  channel-pieces,  forming  the 
back  of  the  volume,  are  covered  with  the  same 
material  as  the  side  covers,  the  uniform  ap- 
pearance of  a  book  binding  is  produced.  The 
labels  may  be  either  of  leather,  gilt  stamped,  or 
of  parchment,  typewritten  or  hand-printed.  It 
will  be  seen  that  this  method  of  binding  allows 
of  almost  indefinite  expansion,  extension,  or 
contraction,  and  also  of  subject,  chronological, 
or  numerical  arrangement,  while  it  insures  dura- 
bility of  the  volume.  Single  sheets,  engravings, 
different  sizes  of  pamphlets,  etc.,  may  be  bound 
in  the  same  way  as  uniform  pamphlets  or 
magazines.  Full  description  of  the  binder  and 
directions  for  its  use  may  be  obtained  of  the 
manufacturers,  M.  Grunewald  &  Co.,  104-110 
Fifth  ave.,  Chicago. 


<5ift0  cmfc  Bequests. 


Quincy,  Mass.  The  Thomas  Crane  Public 
Library  has  received  a  bequest  of  $20,000  from 
the  late  Mrs.  Clarissa  Crane,  who  died  in  New 
York  City  on  April  22.  Mrs.  Crane  was  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Crane,  of  Quincy,  and  the 
Thomas  Crane  Public  Library  was  built  by  her 
and  her  sons  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband. 


Cibraricme. 


ABBOTT,  Samuel  A.  B.,  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
resigned  that  office  on  May  I,  stating  that  the 
pressure  of  his  private  affairs  made  him  unable 
to  devote  to  the  duties  of  that  position  the  time 
necessary  for  their  proper  performance.  Mr. 
Abbott  has  been  practically  the  head  of  the  li- 
brary for  six  years  past,  and  has  directed  its  ad- 
ministration in  all  essential  particulars.  His 
resignation  was  unexpected,  although  since  the 
appointment  of  a  librarian  he  has  not  been  as 
prominently  identified  with  the  direction  of  the 
library  as  previously. 

BARNETT,  Miss  Claribel  R.,  of  the  New  York 
State  Library  School,  class  of  1895,  has  been 
appointed  head  cataloger  at  the  Library  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington. 

BLAKELY,  Miss  Bertha  E.,  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Library  School,  class  of  1895, 
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has  resigned  her  position  of  librarian  at  the 
New  Jersey  State  Normal  School,  Trenton,  to 
accept  a  position  atMt.  Holyoke  College,  South 
Hadley,  Mass.  Miss  Blakeley  is  a  graduate  of 
Mt.  Holyoke. 

CRANDALL.  Miss  Mary  Imogen  Crandall's 
connection  with  Cornell  University  Library  as 
cataloger  of  the  Zarncke  collection  ceased  last 
February.  Her  address  is  246  Vanderbilt 
avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

GALLINER,  Mrs.  H.  R.,  librarian  of  the 
Withers  Public  Library,  Bloomington,  111.,  re- 
signed her  position  on  May  4,  the  resigna- 
tion taking  effect  June  I.  Mrs.  Galliner  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  library  for  27  years,  and 
her  resignation  is  due  to  ill  health.  It  was  ac- 
cepted with  resolutions  of  regret  and  sympathy 
and  she  was  unanimously  elected  librarian  emer- 
itus of  the  library. 

GILBERT,  Frank  T. ,  librarian  of  the  Washing- 
ton State  Library,  Olympia,  died  on  May  18  at 
his  home  in  Olympia.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  a  native 
of  Illinois,  was  for  many  years  well  known  in 
political  circles  in  Elgin,  111.,  and  at  one  time 
was  editor  of  the  Elgin  (111.)  Gazette.  He  had 
been  state  librarian  of  Washington  for  several 
years. 

GOODISON,  Miss  Alice  D.,  of  the  graduating 
class  of  the  Drexel  Institute,  library  department, 
has  taken  a  position  in  the  Mercantile  Library 
of  Philadelphia. 

GRAY,  Louis  T.,  executive  officer  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  re- 
signed his  position  early  in  May.  Mr.  Gray's 
resignation  was  presented  to  the  board  some 
time  previously,  but  was  laid  on  the  table,  the 
board  voting  to  give  him  temporary  leave  of 
absence  instead.  Later,  it  was  decided  that 
the  position  of  executive  officer  should  be  abol- 
ished, its  special  duties  to  devolve  upon  the 
librarian,  and  Mr.  Gray's  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted. Mr.  Gray  has  been  active  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  library,  and  had  almost  en- 
tire charge  of  the  moving  to  the  new  building. 

HAWES,  Miss  Clara  Sikes,  a  graduate  of  the 
New  York  State  Library  School  (class  of  '94),  has 
been  appointed  cataloger  at  the  Library  Co.  of 
Philadelphia,  succeeding  Miss  Louise  M.  Suter- 
meister,  who  resigned  the  position  to  become  li- 
brarian of  the  Eau  Claire  (Wis.)  Public  Library. 

HAWKS,  Miss  Emma  B.  for  a  time  at  the  New 
York  State  Library  School,  (1893-4)  and  later 
assistant  at  the  Forbes  Library,  Northampton, 
has  been  appointed  to  a  position  in  the  Library 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington. 

McGuFFEY,  Miss  Margaret  D.,  of  the  New 
York  State  Library  School,  class  of  1895,  has 
been  appointed  in  charge  of  loan  department  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library. 

NELSON,  Miss  Sarah  C. ,  a  graduate  of  the  Pratt 
Institute  library  training  class  of  1892,  and 
later  cataloger  at  Wilmington  (Del.)  Institute 
Free  Library,  is  cataloging  the  public  library  at 
Stoneham,  Mass. 


Cataloging  ana  Classification. 


BAYONNE  (N.  /.)  F.  P.  L.  Dictionary  finding- 
list:  authors,  subjects,  and  titles.  January  i, 
1895.  148  p.  O. 

Prefaced  by  an  historical  sketch  of  the  library. 
Title-a-liner  ;  entry  generally  made  under  well- 
known  pseudonym  with  reference  from  real 
name;  Dewey  class  and  Cutter  book  num- 
bers. A  list  of  German  books  is  appended, 
covering  6  p.  The  catalog  is  clearly  printed  on 
smooth  white  paper. 

The  BOSTON  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  April  con- 
tinues the  "chronological  index  to  historical 
fiction,"  covering  Scandinavia,  Denmark,  Ice- 
land, Norway  and  Sweden.  It  contains  also  a 
very  full  classed  list  of  works  by  and  relating  to 
Goethe  —  almost  a  Goethe  bibliography  —  and  a 
catalog  of  the  Thayer  library.  The  usual  his- 
torical appendix  includes  seven  views  of  Boston 
in  1858. 

BROOKLINE  (Mass.)  P.  L.     Bulletin,  v.  i,  nos. 

1-4.     Oct.,  1894 -April,  1895.     ea.  4  p.  O. 

Issued  bi-monthly  for  free  distribution.  The 
bulletin  is  chiefly  devoted  to  lists  of  accessions, 
but  contains  also  occasional  special  lists  and 
notices.  No.  2  (December)  has  a  list  of  "  100 
good  books  for  boys  and  girls,  not  fiction,"  no.  3 
(February)  calls  attention  to  "  100  good  novels, 
2d  list,  authors  N  to  Z." 

BOWDOIN  COLLEGE  L.  Bibliographical  contri- 
butions, no.  4.  April,  1895.  p.  164-182. 
Contains  two  classed  lists  of  "  too  books  of 
1893  "  and  "  100  books  of  1894."  The  lists  are 
based  upon  the  records  of  the  Annual  American 
Catalogues  for  those  years  and  aim  "  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  limited  number  of  representative  books 
likely  to  prove  of  more  than  temporary  value  to 
public  libraries."  Appended  to  each  entry  is  a 
note  of  one  or  more  reviews  of  the  book  that 
"  will  supply  material  for  judgment  of  its  scope 
and  character."  There  is  also  a  short  "  List  of 
published  writings  of  Rev.  Horatio  Soutbgate, 
D.D.,  class  of  1832." 

CHILDREN'S  HOME  Ls.,  Albany.     List  of  books. 

1895.     6  sheets,  5  c. 

These  lists  may  be  obtained  of  Miss  M..  S. 
Cutler  of  the  State  Library,  Albany.  They 
catalog  six  home  libraries,  of  20  v.  each,  and  are 
well  worth  consideration  from  librarians  inter- 
ested in  good  reading  for  children.  Each  of 
the  libraries  has  its  individual  name  —  No.  I  is 
the  Miron  library,  No.  4  the  Ruth  library,  etc. 
—  each  collection  evidently  being  a  memorial  or 
gift,  and  each  list  is  prefaced  by  an  appropri- 
ate quotation.  The  books  would  attract  any 
child.  They  are  real  human  child's  stories, 
with  a  sprinkling  of  fairy  tales,  nature  books 
and  books  of  games.  Each  set  includes  St. 
Nicholas  ard  Youth's  Companion  —  the  absence 
of  Harper's  Young  People  may  be  questioned. 

CLEVELAND  (0.)  P.  L.    The  open  shelf:  being  a 
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list  of  books  added  to  the  library,  January  to 

March,  1895.     Cleveland,  1895.     32  p.  O.  5  c. 

This  is  the  first  appearance  of  the  Open  Shelf 

since  it  abandoned  its  monthly  form  for  that  of 

a  substantial  quarterly.     Besides  the  classed  list 

of   accessions,   with   abundant   and   interesting 

annotations,  it  contains  a  short  account  of  the 

Case  Library   of  Cleveland,  and  of  the  year's 

work  at  the  Public  Library. 

ENGLISH  CATALOGUE  of  books  for  1894:  a  list  of 
books  published  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  1894;  with  their  sizes,  prices  and  publishers' 
names;  also  of  the  principal  books  published 
in  the  U.  S.  in  one  alphabet:  with  an  index  to 
subjects:  a  continuation  of  the  London  and 
British  catalogues.  N.  Y.,  Office  of  Publish- 
ers' Weekly,  1895.  148  p.  O.  pap. ,$1.50. 

FOSTER'S  MONTHLY  REFERENCE  LISTS  (Provi- 
dence P.  L.  Bulletin)  for  May  are  devoted  to 

Bismarck  and  the  German  Empire "  and 
"  Wood,  wood-carving  and  furniture."  The 
May  Bulletin  also  contains  a  special  catalog  of 
"  school  duplicates,"  with  brief  descriptive  an- 
notations. 

MANCHESTER  (Eng.)  MUSEUM,  Owens'  College. 
Catalogue  of  the  books  and  pamphlets  in  the 
library  arranged  according  to  subjects  and 
authors,  by  W.  E.  Hoyle,  keeper  of  the 
museum.  (Museum  handbooks.)  Manchester, 
1895.  302  p.  bds.,  35.  6d. 
Dewey  classification  and  Cutter  book  num- 
bers have  been  used  in  this  careful  and  pains- 
taking catalog.  The  classification  is  carried 
to  an  exceeding  degree  of  minuteness,  as 
may  be  instanced  by  the  fact  that  the  section 
"Mollusca"  is  subdivided  to  four  places  of 
decimals,  594.0948  being  the  class  number  cor- 
responding to  "Mollusca  of  Scandinavia,"  in 
which  there  are  27  entries.  Mr.  Hoyle  believes 
that  "  the  present  catalog  is  the  first  published 
in  England  in  which  the  Dewey  method  has  been 
fully  carried  out."  All  pamphlets,  periodicals, 
and  transactions  in  the  library  have  been  cata- 
loged, and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  distin- 
guish them  from  book?.  "To  indicate  whether 
a  work  will  be  found  among  the  octavo,  quarto, 
or  folio  books  or  among  the  unbound  pamphlets" 
"q,"  "f,"  or  "  p"  is  prefixed  to  the  book  num- 
ber. No  attempt  has  been  made  to  give  full 
names  in  the  classed  catalog;  brief  title  entries 
are  the  rule,  and  the  imprint  data  include  pag- 
ing, illustrations  or  plates,  size,  place  and  date 
of  publication.  An  author-catalog,  giving  full 
names  when  practicable,  is  appended,  and  this 
is  followed  by  a  useful  index  of  subjects,  giving 
class  number  and  paging.  The  catalog  as  a 
whole  is  admirable  and  must  prove  a  boon  to  all 
users  of  the  co'lege  library. 

The  MILWAUKEE  P.  L.  has  issued  an  excellent 
little  reading  list  for  "Memorial  Day,"  com- 
piled by  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  for  the  use  of 
schools.  It  includes  suitable  addresses,  col- 
lections of  verse  and  single  poems,  national 
songs,  literature  of  the  flag,  anecdotes  of  the 
war,  etc.  (8  p.  Tt.) 


PEORIA  (///.)  P.  L.     List  of  books  added  to  the 

library,  Jan.  -April,  1895.     4  p.  O. 
ST.   JOI^SBURY  (Vt.)   ATHENAEUM.      Bulletin, 
1890-95.    42  p.  D.  5  c. 

An  author-list  of  the  books  added  to  the  li- 
brary since  the  publication  of  the  supplement  to 
the  catalog  in  1890  to  Jan.  i,  1895. 

SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN,  v.  2,  May, 
1893,  to  April,  1895.  Salem,  1895.  1949.0. 
The  12  numbers  of  the  bulletin  bound  In  a 

substantial  octavo,  and  supplied  with  an  index. 

The  SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  May 
has  four  good  readinglists:  "  Cuba,"  "  Pottery," 
"  Best  books  of  1894,"  "  Memorial  Day." 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mass.)  L.  BULLETIN  for 
April  has  a  list  of  "books  relating  to  music  — 
general  and  essays." 

U.  S.  DEPT.  OF  AGRICULTURE.  Library  bulle- 
tin, May,  1895.  Accessions  to  the  department 
library,  January  -  March,  1895.  12  p.  Q. 

UNIV.  OF  STATE  OF  N.  Y.     Handbook  6:   list 

of  publications.     36  p.  Tt. 

A  list  of  the  publications  of  the  university 
giving  prices  and  occasional  descriptive  annota- 
tions. 

New  York  state  travelling  library,   nos. 

19  -  22.     Young  people's  library,  ea.  8  p.  Tt. 

Four  classed  lists  of  25  books  each,  with  the 
brief  descriptive  notes  that  are  a  feature  of  these 
useful  little  publications. 

State  library  bulletin;  legislation  no.  5: 

comparative  summary  and  index  of  state  leg- 
islation in  1894.    Albany,  1895.     O.  20  c. 

FULL    NAMES. 

Montresor,  Frances  Frederica,  author  of 
"Into  the  highways  and  hedges,"  pub.  by  Ap- 
pleton,  '95.  —  Bookman,  May,  '95. 


The  American  Ecclesiastical  Review  (245  N. 
Broad  street,  Philadelphia)  has  published,  month 
by  month,  since  January,  a  series  of  articles  en- 
titled "  The  library  of  a  priest,"  which  are  use- 
ful contributions  to  religious  bibliography.  The 
articles,  which  are  concluded  with  the  May 
number,  are  as  follows:  "  Introduction,"  by 
Thomas  Hughes,  S.J.,  p.  1-14  (Ja.);  "Sacred 
Scripture,"  by  A.  J.  Maas,  S.J.,  p.  138-150 
(F.);  "Dogmatic  theology,"  by  Rev.  Ad. 
Tanquerey,  p.  226- 245  (Mr.) ;  "Canon  law," 
by  Rev.  G.  Peries,  p.  328-335  (Ap.) ;  "Sacred 
music,"  by  Rev.  H.  T.  Henry  (My.).  The  series 
contains  quite  full  lists  and  has  annotations  by 
members  of  the  Society  of  Jesus.  In  most  cases 
places  and  dates  of  publication  are  given,  and 
often  names  of  publishers.  G.  F.  B. 

The  Bookman  for  May  contains  "  A  bibliogra- 
phy of  Ibsen  " (p.  274  -  277),  by  W:  H.  Carpenter. 
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It  is  a  short  article  partly  biographical,  review- 
ing Ibsen's  works  and  noting  the  various  trans- 
lations of  them  that  have  appeared. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIB  nationals.  Dictionnairedes6cri- 
vains  beiges  et  catalogue  de  leurs  publications 
(1830-1880).  2°  livr.  (Pauperisme-Prieres). 
Bruxelles,  P.  Weissenbruch,  1895.  97-192  p. 
8°,  2.sofr. 

BIBLIOTHECA  philologica  oder  vierteljahrliche 
systematische  Bibliographic  der  auf  dem 
Gebiete  der  classischen  Philologie  und  Alter- 
tumswissenschaft,  sowie  der  Neuphilologie  in 
Deutschland  und  dem  Auslande  neu  erschie- 
nenen  Schriften  und  Zeitschriften-Aufsatze. 
Herausgegeben  von  A.  Blau.  Jahrgang,  47 
(N.  F.,  Jahrg.,  9):  1894.  Gottingen,  Vanden- 
hoeck  &  Ruprecht.  gr.  8°,  1.40  m. 
GROTENFELT,  Gustav.  Suomalaisen  Kirjallisun- 
de^  Seuran  Kirjaston  Luettelo.  Helsingfors, 
1895. 

"This  catalog  of  the  treasures  preserved  in 
the  library  of  the  Finnish  Literary  Society  must 
not  only  be  a  source  of  pride  to  all  natives  of 
the  country,  but  will  also  serve  the  purpose  to 
outsiders  as  a  valuable  bibliographical  hand- 
book.—  At  A.,  Ap.  27,  '95.  The  collection  is 
rich  in  rare  philological  works,  especially  in 
Ugro-Finnish  literature. 

HUNTER,  Sir  W:  Wilson,  Hance,  E:  M.,  and 
others.  State  education  for  the  people  in 
America,  Europe,  India,  and  Australia;  with 
papers  on  the  education  of  women,  technical 
instruction,  and  payment  by  results.  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  C.  W.  Bardeen,  1895.  c.  2  + 
176  p.  O.  cl.,  $1.25. 

Contains  a  full  bibliography  of  education. 
(8  p.) 

LANIER,  Sidney.     Select  poems;  ed.,  with  in- 
trod. ,  notes,  and  bibliography,  by  Morgan  Cal- 
loway,  Jr.     N.  Y.,  C:  Scribner's  Sons,  1895. 
c.     55  +  97  p.  por.  S.  cl.,  net,  f  i. 
LATANE,  J:  H.     The   early    relations   between 
Maryland   and  Virginia.     Bait.,  Johns  Hop- 
kins Press,   1895.     81  p.  O.  (Johns   Hopkins 
Univ.  studies,  I3thser. ,  nos.  3-4.)  pap.,  50  c. 
Pp.  65-66  contain  a  bibliography  of  author- 
ities. 

THE  47th  report  (1894)  of  the  New  York  State 
Museum,  Albany,   N.  Y.,  contains  "A  list  of 
publications  relating  to  geology  and  palaeontol- 
ogy  of   the  State   of  New  York,  1876-1893," 
compiled  by  J.  M.  Clarke.     The  list  is  chrono- 
logical, in  authoralphabet;  it  covers  p.  755  -791. 
PARTRIDGE,  W:  Ordway.     Technique  of  sculp- 
ture.    Bost.,  Ginn  &  Co.,  1895.     c.     5+188  p. 
il.  sq.  D.  $1.10. 

Appended  is  a  short  list  of  "  certain  valuable 
books  on  sculpture." 


POLE,  W:  The  evolution  of  whist:  a  study  of 
the  progressive  changes  which  the  game  has 
passed  through  from  its  origin  to  the  present 
time.  N.  Y.,  Longmans,  Green  &  Co.,  1895. 
c.  '94.  24+296  p.  D.  cl.,  $1.50. 
Contains  a  4-p.  list  of  "  American  whist  litera- 
ture." 

RAGOZIN,  Zenalde  A.  Story  of  Vedic  India,  as 
embodied  principally  in  the  Rig-Veda.  N. 
Y.,  G:  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  1895.  c.  12+457 
p.  il.  map.  D.  (Story  of  the  nations  sen,  no. 
44.)  $1.50;  hf.  leath.,  $1.75. 
Contains  a  4-p.  list  of  authorities  consulted. 

REICHHART,  G.  Beitrage  zur  Incunabelnkunde. 
Leipzig,  Otto  Harrassowitz,  1895.  8°,  18  m. 

SALVIOLI,  G.  and  C.  Bibliografia  universale 
del  teatro  drammatico  italiano.  v.  i,  disp.  I. 
Venice,  C.  Ferrari,  1895.  8°,  2.50  lire. 

TOLMAN,  W:  Howe.  History  of  higher  educa- 
tion in  Rhode  Island:  contributions  to  Amer- 
ican educational  history,  no.  18.  Wash., 
Government  Printing  Office,  1894.  4-210  p. 
il.  O.  (U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education,  circular 
of  information,  no.  i,  1894.) 
Contains  a  2-p.  bibliography. 

TRACY,  F :    The  psychology  of  childhood,     zded. 
Bost.,    D.   C.  Heath    &  Co.,    1894  ['95.]    c. 
13+170  p.  D.  (Pedagogical  lib.)  cl.,  90  c. 
Contains  a  7-p.  bibliography  of  unpublished 

and  published  sources  of  information. 
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"  Transition,"  recently  pub.  by  Appleton,  is 
announced  to  be  by  Miss  Emma  Brooke,  of  Hamp- 
stead,  London.  Miss  Brooke  is  also  the  author 
of  "A  superfluous  woman,"  pub.  in  1894.  She  is 
a  Newnham  graduate,  a  special  student  of  polit- 
ical economy,  and  one  of  the  early  members  of 
the  Fabian  Society. —  Vide  N.  Y.  Tribune,  May 
12, '95. 

Mr.  M. ,  ps.  of  C.  W.  Mason,  in  "The 

Shen's  pigtail,"  pub.  by  Putnam,  1894. 

Oswald  Valentine,  ps.  of  Oswald  Sickert,  au- 
thor of  "Helen,"  pub.  by  Putnam,  1895. 

Mr.  Smith,  author  of  "  Old  Brown's  cottages," 
is  Horace  Hutchinson.  —  Academy,  My.  18. 

Mary  Barrett,  ps.  of  Miss  Mary  Olivia  Nutting, 
made  public  on  title-page  of  her  book,  "The 
days  of  Prince  Maurice,"  pub.  in  1894.  Under 
this  pseudonym  was  written  V  The  story  of  Wil- 
liam the  Silent  and  the  Netherland  War,"  pub. 
in  1884  by  Lothrop. 

Thomas  H.  Brainerd,  ps.  of  Mrs.  J:  R.  Jarboe, 
widow  of  the  late  prominent  San  Francisco 
lawyer;  she  wrote  under  this  pseudonym  "  Go 
forth  and  find,"  recently  published  by  Cassell  & 
Co.,  N.  Y.  —  J.  C.  ROWELL. 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY   RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new.  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the  Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.     Second-hand 

Catalogues   by  early  Mails,  and   no  Commission   charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

No  expensive  sub-agencies  at  home  or  abroad.  Foreign  books  on  easy  terms 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others: 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,   Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 

BINDING. 

Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.     Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.     Superior 
Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old  Books.     Calf  Extra  In  Every  Variety. 
Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law- 
Books  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  In  Cloth-.     Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 
dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  in 
Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore. 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faitnf ulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen's  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  We«,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  ftnoa  S/att  Agricultural  Colltgt. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  feei  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake." — MELVIL  DBWBY,  ^tate  Library^  fftw  York. 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 

MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL  TERMS  FOR  LARGE  ORDERS. 
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BlMlograpBlcal  Publications. 

For  all  American  books  as  they  appear,  take  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY;  for  an  hour's 
glance  each  month  at  the  important  books  and  magazine  papers,  take  THE  LITERARY  NEWS; 
for  library  matters  take  THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL;  for  magazine  articles  in  general,  consult 
THE  ANNUAL  LITERARY  INDEX  ;  for  books  in  print  or  issued  of  late  years,  see  the  AMERI- 
CAN and  ANNUAL  CATALOGUES. 


THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY.  Estab- 
lished in  1872,  with  which  was  incorporated  the  Ameri- 
can Literary  Gazette  and  Publishers'  Circular  (estab- 
lished in  1852),  by  purchase  from  Mr.  George  W. 
Childs.  Recognized  as  the  representative  of  the  pub- 
lishing and  bookselling  interests  in  the  United  States. 
Contains  full  weekly  record  of  American  publications, 
with  monthly  indexes,  etc.  Subscription,  $3.00  per  an- 
num, postpaid  ;  single  nos.,  TO  cts.,  postpaid. 

THE  LITERARY  NEWS.  An  Eclectic  Re- 
view of  Current  Literature.  Published  monthly,  and 
containing  the  freshest  news  concerning  books  and 
authors ;  lists  of  new  publications ;  reviews  and  critical 
comments ;  characteristic  extracts ;  sketches  and  anec- 
dotes of  authors ;  courses  of  reading ;  bibliographical 
references ;  prominent  topics  of  the  magazines ;  portraits 
of  authors,  and  illustrations  from  the  newest  books, 
etc.,  etc.  Subscription,  $1.00  per  annum,  postpaid; 
single  nos.,  10  cts. 

THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL.  Monthly.  Of- 
ficial  Organ  of  the  American  Library  Association. 
Established  in  1876.  Subscription,  $5.00  per  annum, 
postpaid ;  single  nos.,  50  cents.  (THE  LITERARY 
NEWS  it  sent  free  to  subscribers  of  THE  LIBRARY  JOUR- 
NAL.) 

THE  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE  of  books  in 

print  and  for  sale  (including  reprints  and  importations) 
July  i,  1876.  Compiled  (under  the  direction  of  F. 
LEYPOLDT)  by  LYNDS  E.  JONES.  Subject-volume,  4to, 
half  morocco,  $15.00.  Author-and-title  volume  is 
out  of  print^\ 

THE    AMERICAN     CATALOGUE,     1876- 

1884.  Books  recorded  (including  reprints  and  impor- 
tations) July  i,  i876-June  30,  1884.  Compiled,  under 
the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOWKER,  by  Miss  A.  I. 
APPLETON.  410,  half  morocco.  [Out  of  print.'} 

AflERICAN  CATALOGUE,  i884-9o.  Com- 
piled, under  the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOWKER, 
by  Miss  A.  I.  APPLETON  and  others.  410,  half  leather, 
$15.00. 

AHERICAN  CATALOGUE,  1890-1895.    In 

preparation. 

THE  ANNUAL  AHERICAN  CATALOGUE. 

Being  the  full  titles,  with  descriptive  notes,  of  all  books 
recorded  in  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  during  the  cal- 
endar year,  with  author,  title  and  subject  index,  pub- 
lishers' annual  lists  and  directory  of  publishers.  Pub- 
lished annually  since  1886.  8vo,  net,  sheets,  $3.00 ;  half 
morocco,  $3.50. 


THE  ANNUAL  LITERARY  INDEX,  includ- 
ing Periodicals,  American  and  English  Essays,  Book- 
Chapters,  etc.,  Special  Bibliographies  and  Necrology  of 
Authors.  Edited  by  W.  I.  FLETCHER  and  R.  R.  BOW- 
KER, with  the  co-operation  of  members  of  the  American 
Library  Association  and  of  the  Library  Journal  staff. 
8°,  cloth,  $3.50. 

THE  PUBLISHERS'  TRADE  LIST  AN- 
NUAL. Large  8vo,  with  "  Duplex  Index,"  net,  $2.00. 
Contains: 

i.  THE  LATEST  CATALOGUES  OF  AMERICAN  PUBLISHERS 
arranged  alphabetically  by  firm-names. 

a.  THE  EDUCATIONAL  CATALOGUE.— (For  description  see 
be  loin.) 

3.  A  complete  short-title  list  of  all  books  recorded  in 
THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  from  July  to  June,  arranged 
so  that  every  book  on  record  can  be  found,  whether  it 
is  looked  for  under  author,  title  or  subject. 

THE  AMERICAN  EDUCATIONAL  CATA- 
LOGUE includes  a  price-list  of  all  the  text-books  in 
use  in  the  United  States,  arranged  alphabeticaly  by 
author's  or  editor's  name,  and  a  detailed  subject- 
index,  referring  from  each  specific  subject  to  authors 
of  books  oi.  that  subject.  Price,  separately,  leath- 
erette, 50  cts. 

THE  ENGLISH  CATALOGUE  [Annual]  con- 

taining  a  complete  list  of  all  the  books  published  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  calendar  year,  with  in- 
dex to  subjects.  A  continuation  of  the  London  and 
British  Catalogues.  [London :  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
&  Co.]  8vo,  paper,  net,  $1.50.  THE  ENGLISH  CATA- 
LOGUE and  THE  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE  bound 
in  one  volume,  half  leather,  $5.00. 

HANDY  LIST  OF  AMERICAN  PUBLISH- 
ERS. A  comprehensive  list  of  all  the  book-publishing 
houses  in  the  United  States  in  business  at  the  present 
time.  The  street  address  is  given  in  nearly  every 
case,  and  the  abbreviation  under  which  the  firm's  books 
are  entered  in  the  "American  Catalogue,"  1884-90. 
92  pp.,  printed  on  one  side  only,  i6mo,  flexible  cloth, 
$2.00. 

A  CATALOGUE  OF  U.  S.   GOVERNflENT 

PUBLICATIONS.  July  i,  1884,  to  June  30,  1890. 
Compiled,  under  the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOW- 
KER, by  J.  H.  HICKCOX.  32  pp.,  410,  pap.,  $1.00. 

THE    SUNDAY-SCHOOL    LIBRARY.      By 

Rev.  A.  E.  DUNNING.    i6mo,  cloth,  60  cts. 

CASPAR'S  DIRECTORY  of  the  Book,  News 

and  Stationery  Trades,  Wholesale  and  Retail.  1450 
pp.,  8*,  hf.  bd.,  $12.00,  net. 

THE  PROFESSION  OF  BOOKSELLING : 

a  handbook  of  practical  hints  for  the  apprentice  and 
bookseller.  By  A.  GROWOLL,  managing  editor  of  THE 
PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  and  author  of  "  A  Bookseller's 
Library."  Pt.  i.  &',  bds.,  $2.00.  (Two  concluding 
parts  in  preparation.) 


Address  the  OFFICE  OF  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
P.  O.  Box  943.  54  Duane  Street,  New  York. 
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HIGCINS'    AMERICAN    DRAWING    INKS 

(Established  1880) 
Are  the  Standard  Liquid  Drawing  Inks  of  the  World. 

They  are  used  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  Schools,  Colleges  and  Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths  of  the  professional  draughtsmen  of  this  country  use  no 
other  drawing  ink. 

Jo.  Pennell  says  of  the  Black  Ink :  "  There  is  no  ink  equal  to  it  for  half 
a  dozen  reasons.  From  the  time  you  open  the  bottle  until  you  have  put  all 
its  contents  on  paper  you  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  it." 

A.  B.  Frost  says  :  "  I  use  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  it  is  certainly  the  best." 

BLACKS. — Two  kinds  :  Waterproof,  white  label  (insoluble  when  diy); 
and  General,  red  label  (soluble). 

COLORS.— Carmine,  Scarlet,  Vermilion,  Brick  Red,  Blue,  Yellow, 
Green,  Orange,  Brown,  Indigo,  Violet. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(Bottles  by  mail,  prepaid,  thirty-five  cents  each.    Color  Card  showing  actual  inks  free.) 

HIGGINS'   PHOTO   MOUNTER. 

The  new  adhesive  for  mounting  photographs,  etc.,  tissue  and  scrap- 
book  work,  and  general  use  as  a  substitute  for  mucilage,  over  which  it  has 
many  advantages  due  to  its  superiority  and  economy  in  use.  Not  a  starch 
or  flour  paste,  but  a  Vegetable  Glue,  semi-fluid,  of  soft  and  unctuous  con- 
sistency, pure  white  color,  and  free  from  lumps.  Perfectly  homogeneous, 
and  hence  the  water  never  separates  from  the  pulp,  leaving  the  latter  to 
shrivel  up,  as  occurs  in  all  common  pastes.  Spreads  smoothly  and  uni- 
formly, adheres  at  once  and  dries  quickly.  Will  not  warp,  cockle  nor  strike 
through,  nor  change  the  tone  nor  injure  mounts.  Requires  no  prepara- 
tion— always  ready  for  use. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(3  ox.  jar,  prepaid  by  mail,  for  thirty  cents.) 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs.,  170  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 

LONDON  OFFICE:  106  CHARING  CROSS  ROAD. 

JOHN  MURPHY  &  CQ.'S  New  BooE 

SATOLLFS  LOYALTY  TO  CHURCH  AND  STATE.     The  Collected  Addresses 
and  Speeches  of  FRANCIS  ARCHBISHOP  SATOLLI.     PAPAL  DELEGATE.     One  vol.,  i2mo,  cloth, 
250  pages,  $1.25. 
The  Speeches  and  Addresses  contained  in  this  volume  were  delivered  by  His  Excellency  the  most  Rev.  Francis 

Satolli,  Archbishop  of  Lepanto.    Delegate  Apostolic  to  the  U.  "S.,  since  his  arrival  in  America  :  and  are  published 

with  his  sanction. 

BIBLE,  SCIENCE  AND  FAITH.     By  REV.  J.  A.  ZAHM,  C.S.C.     Professor  of  Physics 

in  the  University  of  Notre  Dame.     I2mo,  cloth,  $1.25,  net. 

Embracing  his  famous  Lectures  delivered  at  the  Catholic  Summer  School  in  1893  on  "  The  Antiquity  of  Man," 
"  Religion  and  Science,"  "The  Biblical  Deluge,"  etc.,  and  his  papers  on  "The  Mosaic  Hexaemeron,"  and  "The 
Mosaic  Account  of  the  Creation"  in  the  light  of  modern  science. 

"  Professor  John  A.  Zahm,  of  Notre  Dame  University,  Ind.,  who  is  probably  the  foremost  authority  on  science 
in  the  American  Catholic  Church,  has  been  honored  by  the  Pope  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy." — Nrw 
Yrrk  Tribvnt. 

"  Rev.  J.  A.  Zahm,  of  Notre  Dame  University,  has  been  delivering  some  lectures  on  science  that  show  bow  pro- 
foundly even  Catholicism  is  being  affected  by  modern  thought.  One  of  the  lectures  was  on  the  Deluge  ;  and  in  it  the 
lecturer  denied  that  the  Deluge  was  universal.  It  is  true  that  the  universality  of  the  Deluge  has  never  been  formally 
promulgated  by  the  Church  as  an  article  of  faith,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  theory  of  a  local  flood  held  by  mod- 
ern scientists  and  taught  by  Father  Zahm,  is  opposed  to  the  almost  unbroken  tradition  of  the  Church.  One  might 
suppose  that  in  a  Church  as  conservative  as  the  Catholic,  which  pays  so  much  deference  to  traditional  teachings, 
there  would  be  no  attempt  made  to  modify  the  ancient  views  on  this  question  in  order  to  make  them  conform  to  the 
conclusions  of  modern  science:  nevertheless  such  is  the  case.  Not  only  in  this  particular  instance,  but  in  many 
others,  modern  Catholicism  is  showing  a  desire  to  put  itself  in  more  or  less  sympathetic  relations  with  modern 
thought."— New  York  Tribune. 

THE  JUDICIAL  MUKDEB  OF   MRS.    MARY   E.    SURRATT.    By  DAVID 
MILLER  DE  WITT.    One  vol.,  12010,  cloth,  260  pages,  $1.25,  net. 

A  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Military  Commission  that  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  this  lady  to  death, 
on  a  charge  of  complicity  in  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  Together  with  the  conduct  of  the  trial,  the 
arguments  of  the  defence,  the  charge  of  Judge  Bingham,  the  sentence  and  the  execution. 

"The  hanging  of  Mrs.  Surratt  is  the  only  deliberate  judicial  murder  in  the  annals  of  the  United  States  and  let 
us  hope  that  it  will  be  the  last.  That  it  may  be  so,  every  American  citizen  should  know  the  facts  that  they  may  unite 
in  condemnation  of  the  stain  upon  our  national  honor."— Baltimore  Sun. 

"  Mr.  De  Witt's  book  should  find  a  place  of  importance  among  those  of  historical  record.  He  does  not  write  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  telling  a  moving  tale,  he  exercises  the  right  of  a  trained  advocate,  skilled  in  the  sifting  of  evi- 
dence, to  put  before  posterity  the  real  facts  of  the  case. "—Brooklyn  Citizen. 


JOHN    nURPHY    &  CO.,    PUBLISHERS,    Baltimore,  fid. 
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LONDON.  LEIPZIG.  PARIS. 

B.  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROADWAY,    NKW    YORK. 

(ESTABLISHED    1848.) 

FOREIGN   OFFICES  AT  LONDON,   LEIPZIG,  AND   PARIS. 
Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 

College   and    Public  Libraries. 
SPECIAL   TERMS   FOR    LARGE   ORDERS. 


Terms  on  direct  application  for  the  supply  of  Foreign  and  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Weekly  shipments  by  the  fleetest  steamers  from  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Periodicals 
supplied  at  lower  rates  than  mail  copies  and  in  better  shape  for  binding. 

Rare  Books  and  Sets  of  Serials  procured  at  the  lowest  terms.  Regular  connections  with 
Central  and  South  America  and  all  Oriental  countries. 

Binding  done  here  and  abroad  in  every  style. 

Auction  Sales  attended  to. 

The  Catalogues  of  Foreign  Dealers — English,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish — fur- 
nished on  application. 

Monthly  Bulletins  of  New  Books  issued  regularly. 

With  the  help  of  a  most  complete  Bibliographical  Outfit  in  all  languages  and  on  all  subjects, 
and  the  experience  of  many  years  in  this  particular  line,  estimates  can  be  furnished  promptly  and 
information  given  on  topics  of  interest  to  Librarians. 

Telegraphic  Address :       I— I"  ^>f\*  j  *¥~¥  t^  T*^    A    TVT     jC»      {**  f\  Code  in  Use: 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON.     II.    J\J   J  ldV/\ll|     Ct    WLf««      UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816.  

A  Monthly  Catalogue  »f  Second-Hand  Books.    Specimen  Number  post  free. 


14O  Strand,  W.  C.,  and  37  Piccadilly,  W. :  London 

KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO., 

LIMITED, 

PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRARY  AGENTS, 

Having  extensive  experience  in  supplying  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  MUSEUMS,  GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS,  etc.,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Miscellaneous  Requisites,  Books  (New  and 
Second-hand),  or  Periodicals  in  all  Languages,  offer  their  Services  to  LIBRARIANS,  SECRE- 
TARIES, AND  OTHERS.  Careful  attention  given  to  every  detail.  Exceptional  Facilities  for 
obtaining  Foreign  and  Scarce  Books.  BINDING  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  UNDERTAKEN.  Periodicals 
and  Newspapers  Promptly  Supplied  as  issued.  Books  Shipped,  to  all  parts  of  the  World  at  Lowest 
Rates.  

TERMS  ON  APPLICATION,  ALSO  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES,  HANDBOOKS,  ETO. 
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A  Reprint  of  Poetry  and 
Prose  for  Book  Lovers, 
chosen  in  part  from  scarce 
editions  and  sources  not 
generally  known.  .  . 


Ube 


Bibelot. 

Price,  5  Cents. 

50   Cents,   Net,  a  Year. 

Foreign  Subscriptions, 
75  cents,  net. 


Printed  for  Thomas  B. 
Mosher  and  Published  by 
him  at  37  Exchange  St., 
Portland,  Maine.  . 


THE  BIBELOT  is  issued  monthly,  beautifully  printed  on  white  laid  paper,  uncut,  old  style  blue 
wrapper,  in  size  a  small  quarto,  (5  x  6),  24  to  32  pages  of  text,  and  will  be  sent  postpaid 
on  receipt  of  subscription.  Remit  (preferably)  by  P.  O.  Money  Order. 

Librarians  will  do  well  to  have  one  or  more  sets  of  The  Bibelot  on  file  before  the  early  numbers  are 
advanced  in  price. 

THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO., 

5  and  7  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York, 


a  specialty  of  supplying  public,  private,  and  school  LIBRARIES,  for  which 
they  have  exceptional  facilities  through  their  connection  with  many  of  the  largest  houses 
as  special  agents,  and  by  carrying  the  stock  of  all  American  Publishers. 

They  are  pleased  to  give  estimates  at  lowest  rates  on  lists  of  proposed  purchases,  and 
solicit  correspondence  with  Librarians  and  other  bookbuyers. 

This  house   is  characterized    by   its   Promptness,    Carefulness,    and    L,OW 
Prices. 

There  will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  application  a  topically  arranged  General  Library  List 
selected  from  the  books  of  all  publishers. 


BOOKS  WANTED. 


The  Boston  Book  Co.,  15:j   Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Library  Journal,  any  nos.,  good  price. 

Cosmopolitan,  1886-89. 

Forum,  1886-87. 

Harvard  Graduate''!  Afaf.,  any  nos. 

Democratic  Review,  any  vols. 

De  Bow's  Rev.,  any  vols. 

Land  We  Love,  any  vols.  or  nos. 

Chautauquan,  v.  1-7. 

Bibliothtca  Sacra,  1876-94. 

Quar.Jour.  of  Economics,  any  nos. 

North  American  Rev.,  any  nos.  in  1815-19,  '43-49, '62, 

'65-77. 

Potter"1*  Amer.  Monthly,  any. 
Any  Southern  magazines  or  reviews. 


BOOKS   FOR   SALE. 


Walter  S.  Houghton,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Harper's  Mag.,  ist  90  v.  in  nos.     $ 50. 

Scribner-Century,  ist  49  v.  in  nos.    $30. 

Atlantic,  ist  70  v.  in  nos.    $30. 

St.  Nicholas,  ist  21  v.  in  nos.    $40. 

Rev.  of  Reviews,  ist  10  v.  in  nos.    $15. 

Sets  of  Arena,  Forum,  and  Outing,  at  $1.25  a  vol. 

No.  Am.  Rev.,  70  v.  in  nos.    $50. 

The  Reference  Catalogue 

Of  Current  (English)  Literature. 

1  VOI>.,    HALF*    BOUND,  NET,  $3. SO. 
(Subject  to  raise  in  price.) 

The  new  edition  of  the  above  (the  English  publishers' 
trade  list)  for  1894  is  larger  and  more  complete  than  any 
former  issue.  The  Index,  also,  is  much  more  copious, 
containing  about  90,000  entries.  Orders  for  the  United 
States  win  be  supplied  by 

The  Office  of  THE  PUBLISH«RS'  WEEKLY, 

28  Elm  Street  (Temporary  Office, 

54  Duane  Street),  New  York. 


The 
Annual 

Literary  Index, 
1894, 

complements  the  "Annual  American  Catalogue"  of 
books  published  in  1894,  by  indexing  (i)  articles  in 
periodicals  published  in  1894 ;  (2)  essays  and  book-chap- 
ters in  composite  books  of  1894 ;  (3)  authors  of  periodical 
articles  and  essays ;  (4)  special  bibliographies  of  1894  ; 
(5)  authors  deceased  in  1894,  and,  in  its  special  features, 
supplements  "  Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature, 
i887-'92,"  and  th«  "  A.  L.  A.  Index  to  General  Litera- 
ture." 

•      •      • 

One  octavo  volume,  cloth,  $3.50. 


Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

54  DUANE  STREET, 
P.  O.  Box  943  NEW  YORK. 
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LONDON:  PARIS:  LEIP«r<2: 

30  WELLINGTON  ST.,  STRAND.       76  RUE  DE  RENNES.  HOSPITAL  SIR.  1O. 

GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  for  Colleges  &  Libraries 

810    BROADWAY,    NEW    YORK, 

(TWO  DOORS  ABOVE  GRACE  CHURCH) 

begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 
clerks  at  London,  Paris  and  Leipzig.  He  has  open  accounts 
with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His  experience  enables  him  to  give  information  at  once  about 
rare  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany,  and 
can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


SPECIAL 

"  Mr.  Stechert  has  for  years  furnished  this  Library  with  most  of  its  periodirals  and  European  books,  and  has  bought  for  us 
many  thousand  volumes.  Mr.  Stechert's  success  is  due  to  his  constant  personal  attention  to  the  business,  and  the  reasonable 
terms  he  is  able  to  offer.  I  consider  a  New  York  agent  far  preferable  to  reliance  on  foreign  agents  alone." 

Gno.  H.  BAKER,  Librarian  of  Columbia  College,  New  York. 


_, 

MELVIL  DEWEV,  Dirtctor  of  N,  Y.  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


"  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  New  York  has  served  us  with  fidelity  in  procuring  English,  French  and  German  books,  both  new 
and  second  hand  and  also  periodicals.  His  terms  are  more  reasonable  than  any  others  that  have  come  to  our  notice,  while  he 
has  always  guarded  our  interests  very  carefully.  We  find  it  a  great  convenience  to  have  one  agency  in  New  York,  represented 
by  branches  in  different  European  countries." 

Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  of  Adelbert  College,  Cleveland,  O. 


"Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
seem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  things  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you." 

ERNEST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  »f  Collect  of  New  jersey,  Princeton,  N.J. 


M  Our  library  committee  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.     You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollar:;,  but  bar* 
ihown  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you." 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester^  N.  If. 

QUSTAV    B.    STKCHKRT, 

IQMDON.         PARIS.         LEIPZIG.         NEW  YORK. 
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Eaclid. 
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France.      Literature. 
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ters.) 
Life  and  Times,  by  James  Spedding,  2 

vols rT.?...      B116-1I7 

(See  Ma  67-428.) 


Baireutb,  Margravine  of. 

Memoirs  of  (edited  by  W.  D.  HowelU),  9 
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Ballautine.  Sergeant. 

Experiences  of  a  Barrister's  Life?. 
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Balzac,  Bonore  De. 

By  K  P.  Wormley  -.  _ __. 


JHE  above  cut  is  a  reduced  photograph  of  the  upper  end  of  two  card  holders  hinged  together.  These  holders 
are  4^x16  inches,  full  size.  In  the  Bibliography  column  the  work  was  first  typewritten  on  thin  paper,  five 
to  eight  copies  at  once.  One  of  these  copies  was  pasted  on  cardboard,  and  by  the  use  of  a  RUDOLPH 
CARD  CUTTER,  cut  apart,  each  book  separately ;  yet  the  cards  are  easily  separated  for  the  insertion  of  new 
books,  each  in  its  proper  place. 

In  the  Biography  column  the  printed  matter  is  simply  a  leaf  from  an  ordinary  catalogue,  pasted  om  cardboard 
and  then  treated  in  the  same  way. 

The  card  holders  are  hinged  alike  at  both  ends,  producing  an  ENDLESS  INDEX  CHAIN  which  is  revolved 
by  a  crank  under  the  glass  lid  of  the  case,  showing  five  pages  at  once.  The  size  of  Indexer  Case  is  34  inches  long  by  24 
inches  wide,  42  inches  high.  About  the  only  practical  difference  in  use  between  the  RUDOLPH  INDEXER  and 
an  Unabridged  Dictionary  is  that  you  turn  the  Dictionary  leaves  by  hand,  while  in  the  Indexer  an  endless  suc- 
cession of  leaves  is  revolved  by  a  crank.  It  will  accommodate  equally  a  library  of  1000, 10,000  or  20,000  volumes.  It 
takes  the  place  of  the  old  style  card  finding  list,  is  accessible  to  the  public,  yet  cannot  be  tampered  with,  and  renders 
the  publication  of  supplements  unnecessary.  If  the  problem  of  a  World's  Central  Cataloguing  Bureau  is  ever  solved 
it  will  be  done  by  the  use  of  the  RUDOLPH  INDEXER. 

Time  saved  over  the  card  system,  say  three-fourths. 
Money  saved  over  the  card  system,  say  two-thirds. 
Patience  saved  over  the  card  system,  beyond  computation. 

Compare  looking  for  a  word  and  its  meaning  in  an  Unabridged  Dictionary,  and  for  the  same  word  in  the 
latest  card  index  drawer,  and  you  have  about  the  difference  between  the  old  card  system  and  the  RUDOLPH 
INDEXER. 

VVRITED    FXDR    CXA/TALOQUE.  ( 


THOMAS   KANE   &   COMPANY,   Sole    Manufacturers, 

I37-J39    "Waljasli    Avenue,    CHICAGO,    IUL.. 
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Now  that  the  A.  L.  A.  Conference  of  1895 
has  emerged  from  the  dim  future  into  the  living 
present,  it  behooves  every  librarian  to  take  to 
heart  the  advice  bestowed  upon  the  lamented 
Mrs.  Dombey  and  "make  an  effort  "  to  go  to 
Denver  in  August.  Such  advice  should  be  su- 
perfluous to  all  who  know  of  their  own  knowl- 
edge what  the  conference  means  as  a  stimulus 
to  renewed  effort  and  as  a  refreshment  to  droop- 
ing energies.  Those  who  do  not  yet  know, 
should  determine  this  year  to  join  the  ranks  of 
the  enlightened.  Present  indications  point  to 
a  falling  off  in  the  Eastern  contingent,  —  as  was 
perhaps  to  be  expected;  but  this  will  probably 
be  more  than  made  up  from  the  Western  end  of 
the  line,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
the  Conference  of  1895  will  be  as  successful,  as 
enjoyable,  and  as  inspiring  as  its  16  predeces- 
sors.   

THIS  Western  conference,  indeed,  appeals 
with  special  force  to  every  member  of  the  A.  L. 
A.  on  account  of  the  opportunity  it  offers  to  aid  in 
the  library  movement  in  the  West  and  to  bring 
the  principles  and  methods  of  the  Association 
clearly  before  the  public.  The  program  for 
the  meetings  has  not  been  given  in  detail,  but 
the  brief  outline  presented  in  the  June  JOURNAL 
shows  that  the  executive  committee  has  kept 
these  objects  closely  in  view.  Prominence  is 
given  to  practical  questions  of  general  interest 
rather  than  to  those  of  purely  technical  detail, 
and  the  meetings,  as  planned,  promise  to  be  full 
of  help  and  interest,  not  only  to  the  "  leading 
librarian"  —  whose  wants  are  always  attended 
to  —  but  to  the  custodians  of  small  libraries,  to 
assistants,  and  to  special  workers.  It  is  difficult 
to  estimate  the  help  and  inspiration  that  the 
conference  imparts  —  it  is  a  storage  battery  of 
energy  and  enthusiasm  for  a  year  to  come. 
The  personal  interchange  of  question  and  an- 
swer, the  intercourse  on  kindred  subjects,  the 
community  of  interests,  and  the  variety  of  meth- 
ods discussed  are,  taken  altogether,  of  more 
immediate  benefit  than  the  cut-and-dried  pro- 
gram. The  papers  and  the  pith  of  the  discus- 
sions may  be  read  in  print;  but  those  who  miss 
the  conference  itself  cannot  gain  what  they  have 
lost  by  studying  the  "  Proceedings  "  —  valuable 


as  these  are.  The  conference  spirit  is  not  trans- 
ferable to  paper  —  and  it  is  the  spirit  that  is  the 
life  of  the  body. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  has  in  its  new  library  legis- 
lation gone  a  step  further  than  any  of  the  sister 
states  in  providing  for  what  may  be  called  com- 
pulsory libraries.  It  is  interesting  to  note  this 
development  as  evidence  of  the  continued  march 
of  library  progress;  but  it  is  fairly  open  to  dis- 
cussion whether  a  library  can  wisely  be  forced 
upon  a  community  until  it  has  shown  by  its  own 
voluntary  action  in  taxing  itself  that  it  is  ready 
to  use  that  privilege  wisely  and  well.  The  New 
Hampshire  law  provides  various  safeguards,  to 
be  sure,  and  permits  a  town  by  its  deliberate  act 
to  postpone  the  establishment  of  a  library  from 
year  to  year.  The  compulsory  library  method 
was  tried,  in  a  sense,  in  New  York  half  a  century 
ago,  and,  as  every  student  of  the  school  district 
system  knows,  with  anything  but  success.  The 
conditions  of  to-day  in  New  Hampshire  and 
those  of  half  a  century  ago  in  New  York  are 
not  the  same,  and  it  is  probably  not  fair  to 
draw  a  close  parallel;  but  the  question  is  one 
admitting  of  very  wide  differences  of  opinion, 
and  should  be  carefully  thought  out  before  the 
example  of  New  Hampshire  is  followed.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  the  continued  progress  of 
library  legislation,  not  only  in  this,  one  of  the 
pioneer  states,  but  in  other  states  as  well,  dur- 
ing the  current  year. 


Miss  HASSE'S  papers  on  the  training  of 
library  employes  answer  many  of  the  questions 
that  perplex  librarians  who  have  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  instruction  of  assistants.  So  far 
as  the  practical  details  of  organization  and 
administration  are  concerned,  the  methods  and 
suggestions  outlined  are  timely  and  useful;  but 
her  remarks  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  system 
itself  call  for  some  comment.  Miss  Hasse  con- 
tends that  the  "  training  class  "  is  a  desidera- 
tum in  every  library,  and  instances  as  an  ex- 
ample a  certain  library  "  where  the  librarian 
was  the  only  employe,  and  the  experiment 
proved  a  decided  advantage  to  both  library  and 
pupil."  This  is  a  reductio  ad  absurdum  upon 
which  comment  is  superfluous;  but  we  are 
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moved  to  enter  a  demurrer  to  the  theory  which 
the  illustration  involves.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  a  "training  class"  of  such  a 
character  is  really  neither  more  nor  less  than 
an  apprenticeship,  and  has  little,  if  any,  rela- 
tion with  a  library  school  conducted  upon  the 
broad  basis  of  general  library  instruction.  The 
advantage  of  the  apprentice  method  to  a  small 
library  is  twofold  :  it  helps  to  minimize  "  in- 
fluence "  as  a  factor  in  appointments,  and  it  sup- 
plies the  library,  at  slight  cost,  with  assistants 
who  have  some  knowledge  of  library  doctrine 
and  whose  work,  even  while  they  are  learning, 
has  its  practical  value.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
wide  multiplication  of  such  training,  conducted 
within  narrow  limits  and  turning  out  its  yearly 
quota  of  students,  instructed  only  in  the  rudi- 
ments of  library  work,  might  swell  the  profes- 
sion with  a  surplus  of  half-trained  workers  and 
tend,  in  the  long  run,  to  lower  the  standard  of 
all-round  efficiency.  The  library  school  proper 
is  one  of  the  most  useful  of  latter-day  library 
developments,  for  it  increases  the  number  of 
trained  workers  and  makes  the  profession  more 
professional;  and  it  would  be  unfortunate  to  have 
its  value  undermined  by  any  general  adoption 
of  the  apprentice  system,  which  bears  about  the 
same  relation  to  the  schools  that  the  "  freshwater 
colleges  "  bear  to  the  large  institutions.  In  the 
library  world,  the  New  York  Library  School  is 
to-day  the  centre  of  professional  learning,  cover- 
ing the  broadest  field  in  the  most  complete  way. 
The  other  library  schools,  doing  more  restricted, 
but  most  useful  work,  bring  technical  training 
within  the  reach  of  many  who  could  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  longer  and  more  expensive 
course,  and  excellently  supplement  its  work. 
Taken  together,  these  form  a  well-rounded  and 
effective  system,  in  comparison  with  which  an 
apprenticeship  system  must  be  but  of  secondary 
value. 


(JTommumcations. 


SA  TURD  A  Y  HA  LF-HOLIDA  Y. 

ON  June  8,  the  Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  li- 
brary began  the  experiment  of  a  weekly  half- 
holiday. 

Without  closing  the  library,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  give  the  whole  force  a  half-day  every 
week,  so  it  was  arranged  to  divide  the  working 
force  —  one  section  remaining  on  duty  from 
8.30  a.m.  to  i  p.m.,  and  the  other  from  i  p.m. 
to  8  p.m.,  alternating  every  Saturday. 

In  this  way  every  attendant  gets  at  least  four 
extra  half-days  (besides  vacation)  during  the 
summer  months. 


The  loss  (in  time)  to  the  library  is  repre- 
sented by  one  person's  absence  one  day  each 
week  ;  while  the  public  is  given  just  as  good  ser- 
vice. It  is  only  a  question  of  arranging  the 
hours. 

I  am  interested  to  know  what  other  libraries 
have  tried  the  experiment.  And  now  that  we 
are  on  the  subject,  it  might  be  well  to  ascertain, 
what,  if  any,  measures  are  taken  to  shorten  the 
hours  during  the  summer  months. 

With  that  end  in  view,  I  would  request  answers 
to  the  following : 

1.  Have  you  ever  tried  the  Saturday  half-holi- 

day experiment? 

2.  Have  you  ever  tried  one  day  or  half-day  off 

during  the  week  or  month  ? 

3.  Have  you  ever  closed  earlier  during  the 

summer  months  ? 

4.  Have  you  ever  taken  any  course  to  shorten 

the  working  hours  during  summer  ? 

5.  What  objections  have  you  to  offer  ? 

A  report  will  be  made  in  a  later  number  of  the 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

FRANK  P.  HILL. 

j  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 
1        Newark,  N.  J. 

LITERARY  DEB  A  TES  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OP 
WISCONSIN. 

MAY  I  call  attention  through  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL  to  the  reports  of  the  annual  debates 
between  the  literary  societies  of  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  ? 

The  work  done  by  the  contestants  in  these 
debates  is  of  exceptionally  high  order,  embrac- 
ing a  large  amount  of  personal  investigation,  in 
addition  to  systematic  study  in  the  libraries  of 
Madison,  Milwaukee,  and  Chicago.  The  ver- 
batim reports  as  published  annually  in  the  s£gis, 
the  college  paper,  are  therefore  distinct  contri- 
butions to  the  literature  of  their  subjects. 

Among  the  topics  debated  we  note  the  follow- 
ing :  in  1889,  Labor  organizations;  1891,  Re- 
striction of  immigration  ;  1892,  Bimetallism; 
1894,  Government  ownership  of  railroads ;  1895, 
Our  present  banking  system  and  independent 
treasury.  The  last  two  debates  are  supplemented 
by  selected  topical  bibliographies  of  wide  scope 
and  scholarly  research. 

Copies  of  the  above  debates  may  be  obtained 
at  25  cents  each  on  application  to  the  JEgis, 
Lock  Box  424,  Madison,  Wis. 

CAROLINE  F.  PIERCE. 

(  WBLLBSLEY  COLLEGE, 
i      Wellesley,  Mass. 

SHA  KESPEA  RE-BA  CON. 

THERE  has  lately  been  handed  me  a  copy  of 
"  Francis  Bacon,  the  author  of  Shakespeare,"  a 
well-printed  pamphlet  of  107  pages  written  by 
George  James  and  published  in  1893.  If  any 
American  libraries  wish  to  add  this  to  their 
"Shakespeare-Bacon  controversy"  shelf,  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobson,  21  Wethersfield  avenue,  Hart- 
ford, Ct.,  will  be  pleased  to  send  a  copy  for 
four  cents  in  stamps. 

FRANK  B.  GAY. 

j  WATKINSON    LIBRARY, 
"j          Hartford  Ct. 
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THE  PUBLIC  USE  OF  COLLEGE  LIBRARIES. 
By  SAMUEL  H.   RANCH,    of    The   Enoch  Pratt   Free   Library,    Baltimore. 


BY  way  of  introduction,  it  may  be  in  order  to 
state  the  origin  and  purpose  of  the  investigation 
of  which  this  paper  is  one  of  the  results.  A 
college  in  one  of  the  smaller  Eastern  cities  is 
planning  the  enlargement  of  itslibrary  and  a  new 
library  building.  The  writer,  in  a  conversation 
with  the  president  on  the  proposed  library,  sug- 
gested that  the  library  and  building  be  planned 
to  serve  as  a  reference  library  for  the  general 
public,  as  well  as  a  library  for  the  college  ;  and 
in  consequence  of  this  conversation  the  investi- 
gation was  made. 

A  college  is  a  centre  of  culture  and  a  quicken- 
ing power  in  the  community.  From  the  commu- 
nity the  college  must  receive  much  of  its  moral 
and  financial  support,  and  the  closer  the  relations 
between  them  the  better  for  both.  There  is  no 
better  way  to  bring  them  nearer  to  each  other, 
so  as  more  fully  to  know  and  understand  each 
other,  than  through  the  college  library.  In  the 
modern  library  books  are  tools,  not  idols  —  a 
fact  that  has  been  repeatedly  emphasized  by 
college  librarians  in  writing  to  me  ;  and  a  college 
will  promote  its  own  and  the  welfare  of  the 
community  by  offering  every  inducement  to 
their  use,  always  keeping  in  mind,  however, 
that  the  first  duty  of  a  college  library  is  to  serve 
the  officers  and  students  of  the  college.  All  the 
large  colleges,  in  one  way  or'another,  allow  the 
public  to  use  the  library  ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  even  more  reason  for  the  small 
than  for  the  large  college  to  do  this.  Mr. 
Bryce  has  told  us  what  the  small  colleges  do 
for  the  rural  districts  of  the  country.  ' '  They  get 
hold  of  a  multitude  of  poor  men,  who  might 
never  resort  to  a  distant  place  of  education. 
They  set  learning  in  a  visible  form,  plain,  indeed, 
and  humble,  but  dignified  even  in  her  humility, 
before  the  eyes  of  a  rustic  people,  in  whom  the 
love  of  knowledge,  naturally  strong,  might 
never  break  from  the  bud  into  the  flower  but 
for  the  care  of  some  zealous  gardener." 

In  pursuance  of  the  investigation  before 
alluded  to,  the  following  circular  was  sent  to  153 
of  the  leading  colleges  and  universities  of  the 
United  States.  They  were  selected  from  the 
list  given  in  the  "  World  Almanac  "  for  1895, 
and  it  is  believed  that  every  type  of  institution 
and  community  is  represented.  Nearly  all  the 
libraries  of  10,000  volumes  and  over  were  in- 
cluded in  the  selection. 


1.  Name  and  location  of  college. 

2.  No.  of  volumes  in  library for  reference 

for  circulation. . . . 

3.  What  fees,  if  any,  are  students  of  the  college 

charged  for  the  use  of  the  library? 
3.  Do  you  have  a  separate   library  buildirg  ? 

5.  Is  your  library  accessible  to  any  except 

officers  and  students  ? 

a.  to  alumni  ? 

b.  to  special  students  or  professional  men  ? 
e.  to  the  public  generally  ? 

6.  How  long  has  such  public  use  been  granted  ? 

7.  In  the  use  of  the  library,  do  the  rules  for  the 

public  (fees,  etc.)  differ  in  any  way  from 
those  that  apply  to  the  officers  and  stu- 
dents? 
Briefly  state  such  difference. 

8.  Would  you  advise  special  rules  for  the  pub- 

lic ?    Their  nature. 

9.  Do  you  encourage  the  public  use  of  the 

library  and  in  what  way  ? 

10.  Approximately,  what  is  the  proportion   of 
the  public  to  the  total  use  of  the  library  ? 

11.  Judgingby  your  experience,  is  it  desirable 
to  have  a  college  library  accessible  to  the 
general  public? 

12.  General  remarks,  your  opinion,  and  special 
observations  not  included  in  the  above. 

I.  Replies  to  the  above  circular  were  received 
from  115  institutions.  From  38  no  replies  were 
received. 

2."  The  libraries  represented  contain  from  3000 
to  450,000  volumes  ;  and  nearly  all  report  from 
a  few  hundred  to  several  thousand  exclusively 
for  reference.  Ten  report  that  no  books  what- 
ever circulate,  and  only  one  that  all  circulate. 
It  is  the  practice  of  many  to  let  reference  books 
be  taken  out  in  the  evening,  or  over  Sunday, 
to  be  returned  the  next  day  at  the  opening 
of  the  library.  In  many  libraries  the  num- 
ber of  books  for  reference  and  for  circulation  is 
constantly  varying.  A  professor  may  reserve 
for  reference  in  his  department  any  number  of 
books  at  any  time  and  the  librarian  may  send  for 
any  book  in  the  hands  of  the  borrower  at  any  time, 
if  the  book  is  one  that  is  reserved.  This  prac- 
tice is  especially  common  in  the  large  university 
libraries. 

3,  This  question  was  answered  by  all  the  in- 
stitutions except  three.  86  report  that  they 
charge  the  students  no  library  fee,  and  26 
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that  they  do.  The  fee  ranges  from  $i  to  $6  per 
year.  Six  charge  $i;  three,  $6;  and  eight,  $3. 
In  many  colleges  a  certain  part  of  the  tuition  is 
set  aside  for  the  use  of  the  library;  and  in  some 
the  library  is  wholly  maintained  by  endowment; 
whilst  others  must  depend  on  such  funds  as  can 
be  collected  and  on  donations. 

4.  46  colleges  have  a  separate  library  build- 
ing, or  have  begun  work  on  one;  68  are  without 
a  separate  building;  and  one  failed  to  answer. 
Of  the  26  colleges  that  charge  the  students  a 
library  fee,  12  have  separate  library  buildings 
and  14  occupy  buildings  that  are  also  used  for 
other  purposes. 

5.  Only  seven  institutions  restrict  the  use  of 
their  libraries  to  officers  and  students,  and  of 
these,  one  sometimes  permits  the  use  to  alumni, 
"  by  courtesy,  not  by  rule." 

5.  a.  On  the  use  of  the  library  by  alumni  103 
reported.  In  nearly  all  cases  alumni  are  subject 
to  the  same  rules  as  students,  though  fees  are 
rarely  required  of  them.  However,  one  college 
charges  alumni  $5  a  year,  and  another  $1.50; 
10  restrict  their  use  of  the  library  to  the  build- 
ing, and  one  requires  a  deposit. 

5.  6.  The  question  relating  to  the  use  of  the 
library  by  special  students  or  professional  men 
was  answered  by  105  institutions;  6  refuse  such 
use,  which  they  grant  to  alumni;  though  one  or 
two  permit  clergymen  to  come  in.  98  grant  it, 
10  for  reference  use  exclusively,  and  8  require 
that  permission  be  obtained  of  the  libra- 
rian. 

5.  c.  There  were  106  replies  to  this  question. 
37  libraries  are  closed  to  the  general  public,  and 
of  the  69  that  allow  public  use  many  employ 
various    restrictions.     20  permit   reference  or 
reading-room  use  only;  4  require  a  special  per- 
mit of  the  librarian,  and  4  charge  a  fee,  usually 
the  regular  student's  fee.     One  institution  that 
permits  reference  use  only  during  term  time, 
opens  the  library  twice  a  week  during  vacation 
for  the  circulation  of  books  to  the  people  of  the 
town.     A  number  of   colleges  report  that   the 
general  public  get  books  through  officers  and 
students,  who  become   responsible   for  them. 
Such  use,  however,  is  limited,  because  people 
are  less  likely  to  ask  a  favor  of  an  individual 
than  of  an  institution. 

6.  60  reported  on  the  length  of  time  they  have 
had  public  access.     Of  these,  three  restrict  it  to 
classes  a  and  b,  and  one  to  c.     With  25  the 
privilege  has  been  granted  during   the  whole 
history  of  the  library,  which,  in  one  or  two 
instances,  dates  from  the  last  century.     15  col- 


leges have  offered  the  use  of  their  library  to  the 
public  for  10  years  or  more  —  one  for  at  least 
50  years;  8  for  periods  ranging  between  5  and 
10  years;  and  n  have  thrown  their  libraries  open 
within  the  last  5  years. 

7.  The  rules  relating  to  the  public  differ  from 
those  relating  to  the  students  in  41  institutions; 
32  report  no  such  difference.  The  nature  of  the 
rules  has  been  indicated,  to  some  extent,  in  (5.) 
a,  b,  c.  Officers  or  instructors  almpst  invariably 
have  special  rights  and  privileges,  both  as  to 
number  of  books  and  time  of  retaining  them. 
In  some  cases  the  head  of  a  department  con- 
trols the  circulation  of  all  books  relating  to  his 
department,  and  such  books  are  given  out  only 
on  his  order.  There  is  the  greatest  variety  in 
the  rules,  so  far  as  those  governing  the  public 
differ  from  those  governing  the  students.  In  a 
few  exceptional  instances  the  public  have  more 
freedom  and  more  privileges  than  students; 
they  pay  no  fees  and  are  charged  no  fines;  while 
students  must  pay  for  the  use  of  the  library  and 
are  fined  for  retaining  a  book  beyond  the  per- 
mitted time.  Some  colleges  leave  everything 
relating  to  public  use  to  the  discretion  of  the 
librarian.  The  following  are  examples  of  fees 
charged  the  public  and  students  for  the  use  of 
the  same  library: 

Public $4.00          Students $6.00 

"    —  "          ...  6.00 

"    —  "        5.00 

"    5.00  "        ....  4.00 

"    —  "        ....  4-50 

"      2.OO  "  ....     — 

The  rules  governing  the  public,  where  they 
have  been  formulated,  have  followed,  more  or 
less  closely,  those  of  Harvard,  which  were 
adopted  by  the  Library  Council  in  1878.  The 
following  are  the  Harvard  rules: 

"  (i.)  All  persons  are  allowed,  under  the  rules, 
the  use  of  the  library  within  the  building,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  librarian. 

"(20  Graduates  of  the  university  have  the  full 
use  of  the  library  on  payment  of  five  dollars 
annually,  and  other  persons  on  the  same  terms 
who  shall  have  presented  to  the  librarian  a  writ- 
ten statement,  endorsed  by  some  officer  of  the 
university,  of  their  reasons  for  wishing  this 
privilege,  and  thereupon  shall  have  received 
written  permission.  < 

"  (3.)  Any  person  who  is  known  to  be  pursuing 
systematic  investigations  in  any  department  of 
knowledge  may  be  allowed,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  librarian,  the  full  use  of  the  library  for  a 
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period  not  exceeding  three  months,  without  fee; 
and  any  person  by  vote  of  the  corporation." 

8.  To   this  question   42   institutions   sent    a 
definite  answer.     20  advise  special  rules  for  the 
public  ;  22  advise  the  same  rules  for  all.      The 
advice  is  usually  in  line  with  the  practice  of  the 
library   reporting.     Of    those    advising  special 
rules,  three  advise  a  fee,  two  advise  reference 
use    only,  and  one  recommends  that  books  be 
given  to  the  public  only  on  condition  that  they 
can  be  recalled  at  any  time  for  use  in  the  col- 
lege. 

9.  14  colleges  report  that  they  encourage  the 
public  use  of  the  library,  44  that  they  do  not  — 
the  remainder  not  answering.     Most  of  the  en- 
couragement is  simple  politeness  and  courteous 
treatment  in  satisfying  the  wants  of  those  who 
come.     One  librarian  encourages  people  by  pri- 
vate  invitation,   and   another  sometimes   buys 
books  that  they  want. 

10.  Very  few  libraries  'keep  statistics  of  the 
public  use.     The  majority  report  it  to  be  "  very 
small "  or  "  small  "  —  varying,  as  a  rule,  from 
less  than  one  per  cent,  to  10  per  cent,  of  the 
total  use.     The  highest  public  use  reported  is 
25  per  cent.;  in  Columbia  College  it  is  from  12 
to  15  per  cent. 

11.  78  colleges  replied  to  the  question  of  de- 
sirability—  47  that,  in  their  experience,  it  is  de- 
sirable to  have  a  college  library  accessible  to  the 
general  public  ;  31  that  it  is  not.     Those  that 
find  it  desirable  repeatedly  emphasize  the  fact 
that  the  public  use  must  not  in  any  way  interfere 
with  the  college  use,  and,  for  that  reason,  most 
colleges  favor  only  reference  or  reading-room 
use  for  the  general  public.      Separate  library 
buildings  are  most  desirable,  because  there  is 
less  interference  with  the  regular  college  work; 
and  of  the  47  favoring  public  access,  27  have 
a  separate  building  for  their  library.     In  short, 
public  access,  where  it  is   found    desirable,  is 
desirable  as  a  privilege  ;  it  stimulates  interest 
in  the  college,  and  in  that  way  helps  the  col. 
lege;  but  it  is  not  desirable  to  open  the  college 
library  as  a  "  public  library,"  taking  the  place 
of  the  town  library  supported  by  taxation  and 
managed  by  the  town. 

12.  The  general   remarks  brought   forth  a 
great  variety  of  opinion  and   experience,  but 
space  permits  the  presentation  of  only  a  few  of 
them. 

Brtivn  University:  "The  college  library 
ought  to  make  itself  the  literary  centre  of  the 
town,  and  it  will  bring  more  to  the  library  than 
it  takes." 


Colby  University  :  "  This  library  has  always  ex- 
tended privileges  to  its  alumni  in  the  vicinity, 
and  to  professional  men.  The  number  of  books 
drawn  by  them  is  not  large.  The  drawbacks  are 
the  impossibility  of  getting  books  returned 
promptly,  increased  danger  of  loss  (1000  times 
ordinary  risk!),  and  no  return  for  the  use  of 
books  and  the  expense  of  drumming  them  up  — 
for  you  cannot  charge  anything. 

"  I  tried  the  experiment  of  inviting  the  teach- 
ers to  use  the  library.  A  very  few  came  to  con- 
sult books  of  information,  but  nearly  all  wanted 
novels  and  nothing  else.  As  our  funds  do  not 
admit  of  many  additions  in  fiction,  they  soon 
had  every  recent  novel  out  of  the  library,  and 
our  own  paying  patrons,  the  students,  were  in- 
dignant. I  was  obliged  to  restrict  the  privi- 
lege. ..." 

Columbia:  "  The  library  is  open  for  use  and 
drawing  books  to  officers,  students,  and  alumni, 
and  for  consultation  to  any  person  introduced 
or  recommended,  and,  in  general,  to  any  person 
having  occasion  to  use  it.  Libraries  which  are 
exempt  from  taxation,  and  the  result  of  bene- 
factions from  private  individuals,  should  be  ad- 
ministered as  liberally  as  possible  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  who  can  profitably  use  them."  Co- 
lumbia has  been  open  to  the  public  12  years. 

Cornell :  "  A  university  library  is  primarily  for 
the  use  of  members  of  the  university  in  their 
studies,  and  while  any  one  who  wishes  to  use  the 
library  for  scholarly  research  is  heartily  welcome 
here,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  the  function  of  the 
university  library  to  provide  reading  for  the 
general  public  or  to  take  the  place  of  the  public 
library;  nor  do  I  think  it  would  be  just  to  the 
students  of  the  university  who  depend  upon  the 
library  for  aid  in  their  university  work,  to  en- 
courage the  use  of  the  library  by  the  general 
public  to  such  an  extent  as  to  interfere  in  the 
slightest  degree  with  the  convenient  and  com- 
fortable use  of  the  library  by  the  students. 

"  In  the  case  of  this  library,  it  is  situated  at 
some  distance  from  the  city  proper;  our  reading- 
rooms  are  large  and  never  overcrowded.  Those 
who  use  the  library,  outside  of  the  members  of 
the  university,  are  almost  without  exception 
persons  who  wish  to  investigate  some  historical, 
literary,  scientific,  or  technical  question,  and 
these  we  gladly  welcome.  In  our  regulations  we 
reserve  the  right  of  refusing  admission,  as  a  pre- 
caution. 

"A  university  library  is  a  literary  and  histori- 
cal laboratory,  and  I  should  as  soon  think  of 
throwing  open  the  scientific  and  technical  labo- 
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ratories  to  the  general  public  as  of  Inviting  the 
general  public  to  come  to  the  university  library 
for  their  supply  of  light  or  amusing  reading." 

Illinois:  "  The  college  has  received  many  do- 
nations from  having  the  library  open  to  the  pub- 
lic." This  library  has  been  open  to  the  public 
for  24  years. 

Princeton:  "The  college  library  should  be 
available  for  free  reference  use  to  all;  but  it  is  a 
false  notion  of  liberality  to  weaken  the  direct 
value  of  a  library  for  a  collateral  one,  and  this 
the  opening  of  a  college  library  does,  as  far 
as  it  stands  in  the  way  of  the  real  interests  of 
the  community  by  preventing  the  proper  de- 
velopment of  a  free  public  library." 

University  of  the  City  of  New  York:  "  In  a 
word,  my  experience  has  taught  me  —  i,  to 
have  a  college  library  free  to  the  public;  2,  a 
minimum  amount  of  rules,  more  of  less  elastic, 
and  both  students  and  public  to  be  treated  alike. 

"  It  is  advisable  to  open  a  college  library  to 
the  public.  It  is  not  only  an  advertisement, 
keeping  thej  college  in  the  minds  of  the  public, 
but  it  is  an  educational  work.  As  in  many 
other  things,  the  work  of  a  college  is  direct  and 
indirect.  Not  infrequently  is  the  indirect  work 
of  untold  value  to  both  old  and  young  people, 
who  cannot  attend  upon  the  lectures.  A  library 
open  to  the  public  is  an  indirect  way  of  increas- 
ing its  usefulness.  I  believe  in  it." 

University  of  Rochester:  This  library  has 
been  open  to  the  public  for  the  use  of  books  in  the 
reading-room  since  1871,  through  the  gift  of  a 
library  building,  costing  over  $100,000,  from  Mr. 
Hiram  Sibley,  on  condition  that  the  library  be 
open  to  the  public  as  a  free  reference  library. 
The  public  use  is  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  total 
use.  "  Our  location  is  not  central  in  the  city, 
and  our  library  is  selected  as  a  working  college 
library.  If  we  were  more  accessible,  or  more 
popular  in  character,  the  public  use  might  pos- 
sibly interfere  with  the  college  use.  As  things 
are,  it  does  not." 

University  of  Wooster,  Ohio:  "I  have  had 
charge  of  the  University  library  for  nearly  20 
years,  and  have  always  encouraged  the  use  of 
the  library  by  resident  graduates,  professional 
men  of  the  city,  members  of  literary  clubs,  etc. 
Their  use  of  the  library  in  a  small  city  like  this 
is  not  very  extensive  —  the  entries  being  only  a 
few  hundred  in  a  year,  to  five  or  six  thousand 
entries  of  books  drawn  by  students.  I  have 
not  noticed  that  the  use  of  the  library  by  others 
than  students  interferes  perceptibly  with  the 
prior  and  acknowledged  rights  of  the  students. 


In  a  large  city,  throwing  open  the  college  library 
to  the  public  might  interfere  very  much  with  the 
rights  of  the  students,  if  they  pay  for  the  use  of 
the  library.  However,  if  others  are  charged 
the  same  fees,  students  could  not  properly  com- 
plain. A  college  and  its  library  exist  for  the 
promotion  of  general  intelligence  and  moral 
culture,  and  in  any  village  or  city  where  there 
is  no  good  library,  except  the  college  library,  I 
would  think  it  very  proper  and  desirable  to 
throw  it  open  to  the  public  on  the  same  terms 
as  to  the  students. 

"  In  this  little  city,  where  we  have  no  public 
library,  there  are  three  ladies'  clubs  engaged  in 
literary  work.  They  make  increasing  use  of 
the  college  library,  and  without  it  they  could 
scarcely  exist.  As  we  have  not  been  applying 
to  them  and  others  the  same  strict  rules  we  ap- 
ply to  students  in  regard  to  length  of  time,  etc., 
I  find  that  they  are  disposed  to  take  advantage 
of  our  good  nature  and  to  keep  the  books  too 
long  a  time." 

Yale:  "If  known  to  the  librarian,  any  one 
may  borrow  books,  besides  using  them  in  the 
building,  without  fee.  Books  are  also  loaned 
out  of  town  for  special  research.  The  '  So- 
ciety' library,  formerly  owned  by  the  students, 
is  not  open  to  the  public." 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Cornell,  has  stated  the  function 
of  a  university  library  clearly  and  accurately. 
The  function  of  a  college  library  is  practically 
the  same.  The  experience  of  Prof.  Hall,  of 
Colby,  and  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  the  University  of 
Wooster,  are  to  be  noted.  They  point  out  some 
of  the  difficulties  that  must  be  overcome  or 
avoided  ;  but  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  en- 
forcing rules  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all. 
On  the  whole,  the  experience  of  college  librari- 
ans is  decidedly  favorable  to  the  extension  of 
the  library  privileges  to  the  public.  Let  there 
be  a  general  movement  towards  greater  free- 
dom all  along  the  line  :  for  the  opening  of  the 
college  library  is  real  "  university  extension." 

College  libraries  are  usually  well  equipped 
in  special  lines  ;  and  they  owe  it  to  the  commu- 
nity and  the  state,  which  exempts  them  from 
taxation,  that  they  be  open  to  the  public  as 
freely  as  possible  for  the  general  welfare. 
Only  a  limited  class  will  be  able  to  use  them  — 
people  who  come  for  instruction  and  informa- 
tion, and  not  for  amusement.  The  time  is  com- 
ing when  every  town  that  has  a  public  school 
must  have  a  public  library.  The  public  school 
of  the  town  and  the  college  usually  deal  with 
people  whose  library  wants  are  different ;  and 
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it  is  seldom  that  either  towns  or  colleges  have 
as  much  money  as  they  need  for  their  library 
work.  It  will  be  sound  economy  on  the  part  of 
the  college,  as  well  as  liberality,  to  extend  the 
privileges  of  the  library  to  all  who  can  use  it 
with  profit  ;  and  the  smaller  cities  and  towns 
will  usually  be  only  too  glad  to  apply  their 


funds  to  the  purchase  of  the  more  popular 
works,  looking  to  the  college  for  those  that  are 
less  used  by  the  great  majority.  Such  an  ar- 
rangement will,  I  believe,  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  college,  to  the  community,  and 
to  the  state.  It  is  for  the  college  to  lead  the 
way. 


THE  TRAINING  OF  LIBRARY  EMPLOYES.— II. 
BY  ADELAIDE  R.  HASSE. 


PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATIONS. 

THE  standard  of  admission  to  these  classes 
ought  to  be  high  enough  to  exclude  at  once  all 
persons  who  have  influence  but  no  qualifications. 
Such  a  standard  may  vary  indifferent  communi- 
ties. In  the  smaller  cities,  and  particularly 
those  of  the  less  thickly  settled  states,  a  com- 
pleted high  school  course  or  its  equivalent  will 
answer,  while  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  more 
populous  states  a  college  education  may  be  re- 
quired. 

The  Library  School,  to-day  the  oldest  and  best 
equipped  school  for  the  training  of  librarians, 
emphasizes  the  importance  of  college  education, 
though  "it  is  not  yet  required  in  all  cases." 
Though  desirable,  it  would  be  utterly  useless  for 
public  library  trustees  to  determine  to  employ 
none  but  college  graduates;  and  while  it  is  nec- 
essary that  the  public  librarian  should  be  pri- 
marily a  person  with  a  good  general  education, 
with  executive  force  and  a  specific  knowledge  of 
library  economy,  in  the  assistant  only  the  former 
need  be  insisted  upon.  The  executive  force 
may  be  developed,  and  the  specific  knowledge 
of  library  economy  should  be  acquired  in  train- 
ing before  employment  is  given. 

Having  accepted  a  standard  of  admission  to 
the  entrance  examination  of  the  training  classes, 
let  the  chief  function  of  this  event  be  the  dis- 
covery of  the  applicant's  native  qualifications. 
In  some  cases  it  may  be  years  since  the  applicant 
left  school,  and  stagnation  may  have  set  in,  or 
progress  may  have  been  along  only  a  particular 
line;  on  the  other  hand,  the  applicant  may  be 
fresh  from  school,  and  still  full  of  improperly 
digested  text-book  facts,  which  can  be  rehearsed 
with  great  facility,  but  often  with  an  equal  dis- 
regard for  their  proper  relations.  The  point 
here  re&ts  between  rusty  schooling  and  practical 
experience,  or  a  finished  education  with  the 
shellac  still  on,  and  no  experience. 

Plainly,  it  would  therefore  be  unfair  to  frame 
a  set  of  questions  for  these  persons  of  unequal 
circumstances  to  answer.  A  better  plan  is  to 


provide  the  examining  body,  which  may  consist 
of  the  entire  board  of  trustees  or  its  committee 
on  employes,  with  copies  of  all  applications 
under  consideration.  Call  the  roll  so  that  all 
trustees  who  may  not  have  had  a  personal  meet- 
ing with  the  applicants  before,  may  now  have 
the  opportunity  to  identify  each  one.  Let  a 
number  of  oral  questions  be  put  to  each  appli- 
cant bringing  out  such  personal  characteristics 
as  may  bias  the  value  of  his  or  her  qualifications 
for  library  work,  for  instance  an  appreciation 
and  knowledge  of  current  events,  individual 
choice  and  criticism  of  books  and  writers,  good 
handwriting,  familiarity  with  ways  of  using 
books,  etc. 

Merely  as  a  suggestion  to  an  examining  board 
the  following  groups  of  subjects  are  given  with 
a  view  to  briefly  outlining  the  possibilities  of 
such  an  examination: 

Group  I.  —  Personal  reading.  Newspapers: 
Give  digest  of  morning's  news;  state  political 
bias  of  local  papers;  name  a  given  number  of  the 
largest  papers  of  the  United  States;  what  is  your 
explanation  of  the  mode  of  the  national  and  in- 
ternational mode  of  distributing  news  ?  etc. 
Periodicals:  Write  down  some  characteristic 
features  of  certain  (well-known  and  to  be  named) 
periodicals;  what  periodicals  do  you  regularly 
read?  etc.  Books :  What  have  you  read  in  the 
last  six  months  ?  Name  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
modern  literature  of  each  of  the  larger  European 
states.  Distinguish  some  features  of  current 
literature.  What  subjects  are  preeminently  en- 
grossing men  of  science  at  the  present  time? 
What  does  a  catalog  mean  to  you  ? 

Group  II. — Simple  mathematical  problems 
(written);  same,  composition  (may  be  dictated); 
some  questions  in  geography  (oral).  If  languages 
are  required  let  applicants  read,  translate  and 
write  from  dictation. 

Group  III.  — In  the  standards,  i.  e.,  literature, 
history,  the  arts  and  sciences,  the  examining 
body  will  find  an  excellent  guide  in  Handbook 
No.  i  of  the  Library  School. 
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REQUIREMENTS  OF  TRAINING. 

In  an  active  library  it  is  important  that  at- 
tendants shall  be  thoroughly  posted  on  current 
topics,  for  there  are  dozens  of  inquiries  for  in- 
formation about  the  occurrences  of  last  week  and 
last  month,  which  have  not  yet  found  their  way 
into  permanent  literature,  where  there  is  one  re- 
quest for  verification  of  an  historical  fact,  that 
can  be  met  by  simple  reference  to  the  historical 
literature  of  the  library.  The  point  to  be  em- 
phasized is  that  a  capable  librarian  who  under- 
takes to  train  for  library  work  an  average 
native  intelligence  is  apt  to  obtain  better  results 
than  he  who  attempts  to  utilize  highly  educated 
material  for  practical  purposes. 

REGULATING  CLASSES. 

Some  librarians  may  find  great  difficulty  in 
satisfactorily  combining  a  training  class  with  the 
regular  staff.  A  successful  experiment  has  been 
to  hold  pupils  equally  responsible  with  regular 
employes,  and  to  apply  to  them  the  same  rules 
which  govern  the  conduct  of  the  staff.  The 
greatest  difficulty,  however,  will  arise  in  so 
assigning  the  work  of  the  class  that  all  pupils 
shall  have  equal  opportunity,  and  so  that  the 
routine  of  the  library  shall  not  be  seriously  inter- 
fered with.  To  avoid  such  a  calamity  a  detailed 
schedule  of  work  should  be  prepared  as  soon  as 
the  number  of  pupils  is  known.  A  very  satis- 
factory schedule  has  been  in  use  by  myself  which 
necessitated  a  division  of  the  class  into  groups, 
each  group  being  assigned  to  duty  in  a  different 
department  of  the  library,  as  accession,  registry, 
loan,  etc. 

The  attendant  having  charge  of  any  one  of 
these  departments,  during  that  time  has  the  sole 
supervision  of  the  work  of  the  group  assigned 
her;  she  oversees  and  instructs  in  the  details  of 
her  department,  requires  neatness,  good  hand- 
writing, and  sees  that  the  pupil  has  a  complete 
set  of  blanks  filled  out  when  she  leaves  her 
department,  etc. 

At  the  end  of  this  time  let  the  superintendent 
hold  a  conference  with  the  various  groups,  in- 
spect their  work,  etc.,  and  if  it  is  satisfactory 
they  may  be  reassigned,  so  that  at  a  given  time 
each  group  will  have  been  on  duty  in  all  depart- 
ments of  the  library. 

When  each  group  has  served  in  the  accession, 
loan,  and  registry  departments,  for  instance, 
daily  sessions  of  the  entire  class  may  be  held 
for  a  week  10  study  methods  of  other  libraries  as 
applied  to  these  departments.  To  do  this  it 
will  have  been  necessary  that  the  superintend- 


Group  I. 

Group  II. 

Group  III. 

First  week  
Second  week.  .  . 
Third  week.... 
Fourth  week... 

Accession 
Registry 
Loan 
Class  assem 

Registry 
Loan 
Accession 
ales. 

Loan 
Accession 
Registry 

ent  shall  have  procured  the  reports  and  bulletins, 
and  a  full  set  of  the  blanks  of  such  libraries  as 
are  representative  of  certain  features  of  admin- 
istration, as  the  Worcester  and  Milwaukee  are 
of  school  distribution  —  the  latter  of  a  double 
entry  charging  system,  and  Minneapolis  of  access 
to  the  shelves,  etc. 

Better  results  are  obtained  if  as  little  dictation 
is  given  as  possible,  except  perhaps  references 
to  authorities.  These  cannot  be  too  profuse. 
This  particular  class  exercise  is  one  of  impor- 
tance, not  only  from  the  fact  that  it  gives  pupils 
a  broader  point  of  view  of  their  immediate  work, 
but  also  that  by  personal  research  among  reports, 
bulletins  and  records  at  this  early  stage  a  pu- 
pil's interest  and  enthusiasm  are  at  once  aroused. 
For  this  reason  I  have  always  made  it  the 
first  of  the  exercises  given,  and  for  a  working 
schedule  of  this  exercise  I  will  give  the  following 
illustration  for  a  class  of  six;  time,  three  hours 
daily  for  four  weeks: 


During  this  fourth  week  the  first  day  may  be 
devoted  to  inspection  of  work  done,  for  the  four 
days  following  the  class  again  does  individual 
work  based  upon  the  practical  experience  just 
gained,  and  on  the  sixth  day  the  class  assem- 
bles, and  each  pupil  reports  to  the  class  the  re- 
sult of  the  four  days'  work.  This  is  a  day  of 
questions,  suggestions  and  criiicisms,  and  as  a 
rule  the  session  outlasts  the  limited  three  hours. 

Group   1.  —  Public  Libraries. 

Report  on  first  law  establishing  American  pub- 
lic libraries;  growth  of  in  next  20  years;  status 
at  present;  on  10 largest  libraries,  a  by  income; 
b  by  number  of  books;  c  by  circulation;  give 
name  of  librarian  and  specialty  if  any  (as  Green. 
Schools);  number  of  trustees;  various  means  of 
support  of  library,  characteristic  features,  etc. 
References:  U.  S.  Report,  1876;  Fletcher,  Pub- 
lic Libraries  in  U.  S.;  LIBRARY  JOURNAL;  Flint, 
Statistics,  etc.;  library  reports;  Poole. 

Group  II.  —  College  and  University  Libraries. 

Report  on  five  representative^  college  libraries; 
number  of  volumes;  special  collections;  descrip- 
tion of  seminar  method;  librarian;  special  fea- 
tures; catalog,  etc.  References  :  U.  S.  Report, 
i876;L.  j.;rpts.  of  colleges;  Poole ;  Flint,  Statis- 
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tics,  etc.;  Contr.  Amer.  Educ.  Hist.  (Bureau  of 
Educ.);  Harvard  rpt.  on  special  collections. 

Group  III.  —  Proprietary  Libraries. 

Define  various  kinds;  mode  of  government; 
report  on  10  representative  proprietary  libraries; 
how  founded ;  size  and  character  of  collections ;  li- 
brarian; catalogs;  special  features,  etc.  Refer- 
ences :  U.  S.  Report,  1876;  rpts.  of  libraries; 
Flint,  Statistics;  L.  j.;  Poole. 

In  this  connection  the  library  law  of  the  state 
in  which  the  library  is  located  should  be  dic- 
tated entire  and  analyzed,  and  a  brief  comparison 
of  it  made  by  the  superintendent  with  other  state 
library  laws.  If  the  library  operates  under  a 
law  different  from  this,  as  a  municipal  library 
may  under  a  city  charter,  it  should  be  analyzed 
and  explained. 

Having  obtained  in  this  way  a  knowledge  of 
the  fundamental  government  of  libraries,  a  pupil 
will  more  readily  observe  and  follow  out  pe- 
culiarities in  library  administration. 

If  a  wider  scope  is  desired,  the  following  ref- 
erences may  be  given:  for  Germany,  Graesefs 
"  Bibliothekswesen,"  or  its  review  in  the  L.  j. , 
and  the  Centrallblatt  fur  Bibliothekswesen,  the 
official  organ  of  the  German  library  system;  for 
England,  Greenwood's"  Public  Libraries"  ;  The 
Library,  official  organ  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K. ;  and 


the  L.  A.  U.  K.  handbooks  and  year-book,  which 
are  very  suggestive. 

A  mistaken  apprehension  may  arise  on  the 
part  of  public  librarians  as  to  the  amount  of 
time  to  be  given  by  the  supervisor  to  a  class. 
It  will  take  more  of  this  person's  time  to  plan 
and  prepare  a  schedule  than  to  apply  it,  but 
once  prepared  it  may  be  applied  again  and 
again  with  only  such  alterations  and  additions  as 
experience  may  suggest.  If  a  daily  schedule  is 
posted,  assigning  each  pupil's  work  for  the  day, 
the  class  need  be  assembled  only  when  a  change 
in  assignments  is  made,  and  then  only  long 
enough  to  explain  the  best  mode  of  procedure. 

To  form  habits  of  neatness,  system,  arrange- 
ment, discrimination,  etc. ,  all  work  submitted  by 
pupils,  be  it  only  a  pencil  draft,  should  be  sub- 
jected to  criticism.  Elementary  cataloging  may 
be  introduced  by  calling  attention  to  abbrevia- 
tions, capitalization,  catch-words,  etc. 

To  familiarize  pupils  with  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  periodicals,  let  them  be  required  at  stated 
intervals  to  submit  lists  of  new  books  with 
references  to  reviews  of  them,  always  giving  full 
publisher's  particulars  concerning  the  book. 
Such  work  as  this  may  be  carried  on  at  odd  mo- 
ments between  assignments,  etc.,  and  should 
serve  only  as  another  means  of  stirring  up  the 
pupil's  interest  and  attention. 


THE  ANONYMOUS  ASSISTANT. 
BY  ONE  WHO  ISN'T. 


THE  library  assistant,  through  sheer  force  of 
tradition,  hides  her  light  under  the  librarian's 
bushel.  Anonymity  is  the  immemorial  usage  in 
library  economy,  as  it  is  in  journalism,  depriv- 
ing an  able  assistant  of  the  credit  and  position 
which  is  her*  due.  A  dozen  years  of  plodding 
in  those  paths  of  library  science  which  usage 
and  custom  make  all  but  hopelessly  obscure 
scarcely  emboldens  one  to  seek  new  fields 
or  reap  new  honors.  It  is  the  silent  subjuga- 
tion of  the  assistant  that  restrains  her  from 
attaining  her  honest,  appropriate  level.  The 
only  way  an  assistant  can  legitimately  excel  is 
by  impressing  the  superiority  of  herself  upon 
the  appreciation  of  the  library  world.  Under 
the  present  order  of  things,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  this  can  be  done.  For  example,  there  is  a 
library  which  is  especially  noted  for  its  bureau 
of  information;  and  yet,  although  this  work  has 
been  done  by  the  same  woman  for  the  past  10 

*  I  believe  tbat  the  U  the  impersonal  pronoun  in  li- 
brary science. 


years,  she  remains  anonymous  both  in  and 
outside  of  her  own  city;  her  name  is  not  found 
in  any  of  the  library's  annual  reports,  nor  is 
that  of  any  of  her  associates.  All  is  kept  a  con- 
glomerate secret  under  the  general  title  of  the 
"Utopian"  Public  Library. 

.  Our  best  catalog  of  children's  books  bears 
upon  its  title-page,  "  Prepared  by  the  State 
Superintendent "  ;  while  nowhere  within  its 
pages  is  found  the  name  of  the  real  author —  the 
superintendent's  assistant  —  whodevoted  months 
of  thought  to  its  preparation.  The  compilation 
of  one  of  our  most  noted  and  authoritative  cata- 
logs was  carried  on  by  a  woman  who  received  a 
word  of  acknowledgment,  in  the  preface,  from 
the  librarian.  What  possible  harm  could  have 
come  from  placing  the  name  of  the  painstaking 
cataloger,  in  modest  type,  on  the  title-page  ? 
The  advantage  of  such  an  omission  is  surely  for 
the  man  or  men  at  the  head  of  the  institution 
or  for  the  institution  itself.  When  a  woman 
tells  us  of  the  sleepless  hours  spent  in  worry 
while  the  sheets  were  going  through  the  press, 
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we  can  never  believe  the  general  supposition 
that  a  catalog  is  the  "  emanation  of  a  corpora- 
tion." 

Contrast  this  with  the  experience  of  an  assist- 
ant who  prepared  a  reference  list  on  an  impor- 
tant topic,  and  who  requested  her  superior 
officer  to  place  her  name  on  the  title-page  — 
little  realizing  that  the  fame  of  the  pamphlet 
would  extend  to  the  executive  circles  of  Russia 
and  be  the  means,  indirectly,  of  securing  the 
compiler  the  offer  of  a  position  of  distinguished 
honor. 

Anonymous  library  literature,  we  repeat, 
such  as  catalogs,  reference  lists,  etc.,  or  work  in 
some  special  direction,  offers  almost  no  hope  to 
one  who  is  ambitious  for  making  a  name  for 
herself.  The  publication  of  the  name  would 
give  to  every  assistant  the  same  chance  of  per- 
sonal distinction. 

Then  again,  there  is  a  certain  weight  of  respon- 
sibility which  ofttimes  goes  with  a  signature 
which  would  be  lacking  without  it.  As  Andrew 
Lang  says,  "  A  man  would  often  take  more  care 
if  he  signed  what  he  wrote,  and  that  would  be  to 
his  advantage."  In  one  city,  a  journalist  de- 
clined to  sign  his  name  to  his  articles  on  the 
ground  that  he  would  then  have  to  do  better 
work!  But  it  cannot  be  that  there  are  such 
shirks  in  the  library  profession.  In  cataloging, 
a  signature  would  carry  with"  it  retribution  for 
haste  and  carelessness.  The  status  of  the  indi- 
vidual would  then  be  fixed.  The  man  confident 
of  his  powers  would  ask  to  stand  responsible  for 
his  own  work. 

And  yet  the  assistants  who  are  themselves  could 
be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  Library 
assistants  are  regarded  as  mere  integrants  of  a 
library;  "nameless  shadows."  Of  the  139  per- 
sons outside  the  state  of  New  York,  at  the  last 
A.  L.  A.  conference,  we  find  but  26  assistants  in 
attendance.  Might  it  not  be  well  for  the  librari- 
an who  attended  the  Lake  Placid  or  San  Francisco 
conference,  to  look  about  him  and  find  some 
conscientious  assistant  who  is  not  tired  of  work 
but  who  is  tired  of  working,  and  send  her  as  a 
substitute  to  Denver  ?  The  librarian  may  have 
the  consequent  pleasure  of  seeing  the  assistant 
glow  with  new  enthusiasm  and  new  ideals  — 
just  as  the  librarian  did  at  his  first  conference, 
years  ago. 

In  conclusion,  a  Western  librarian,  in  his 
"  Public  Library  Handbook,"  credits  each  chap- 
ter of  the  work  to  its  author  —  a  most  fair  and 
graceful  compliment  to  his  assistants.  May  he 
have  many  followers ! 


THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  LIBRARY  LAW. 

WE  give  herewith  the  full  text  of  the  recent 
New  Hampshire  Library  Law,  approved  March 
29, 1895.  This  law  is  especially  notable,  as  mak- 
ing the  establishment  of  libraries  compulsory 
(sec.  1-3),  and  in  several  other  details  is,  it  will 
be  noted,  different  from  the  legislation  in  force 
in  other  states.  The  compulsory  assessment 
provided  by  section  i  is  equal  to  a  tax  of  about 
15  cents  on  a  valuation  of  $1000.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  law  provides  a  minimum  limit  for 
library  appropriation  instead  of  a  maximum  limit, 
as  is  usually  the  case,  and  that  by  the  terms  of  ex- 
ceptions in  sec.  8,  any  neglect  or  indifference  on 
the  part  of  a  town  not  having  a  library  would 
result  in  bringing  such  town  under  the  law. 
AN  ACT  in  amendment  of  chapter  8,  section 

21-26  of  the  Public  Statutes,  relating  to  the 

establishment  and  maintenance  of  free  public 

libraries. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  general  court  convened: 

Section  i.  The  selectmen  in  each  town  shall 
assess,  annually,  upon  the  polls  and  ratable 
estate  taxable  therein,  a  sum  to  be  computed 
at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  [sic]  for  every  dol- 
lar of  the  public  taxes  apportioned  to  such  town, 
and  so  for  a  greater  or  less  sum. 

Sec.  2.  The  town  may  raise  a  sum  exceeding 
the  amount  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  assessed  in 
the  same  manner. 

Sec.  3.  The  sum  so  assessed  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  sole  purpose  of  establishing 
and  maintaining  a  free  public  library  within 
such  town.  In  towns  where  no  town  library 
exists,  the  money  so  raised  shall  be  held  by  the 
library  trustees  and  allowed  to  accumulate  until 
such  time  as  the  town  may  vote  to  establish  a 
library.  Every  public  library  established  by 
a  town  shall  remain  forever  free  to  the  use 
of  every  inhabitant  of  the  town  where  the  same 
exists,  subject  to  such  general  rules  as  the  li- 
brary trustees  may  prescribe.  The  word  library 
may  be  construed  to  include  reference  and  cir- 
culating libraries,  reading-rooms,  and  museums. 

Sec.  4.  Every  town  shall  at  its  annual  meeting, 
or  at  a  legal  town  meeting  duly  warned  for  that 
purpose  by  the  selectmen,  elect  a  board  of  li- 
brary trustees,  except  in  cases  where  a  free  pub- 
lic library  has  been  acquired  by  the  town,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  some  donation  or  bequest 
containing  other  conditions  or  provisions  for 
the  election  of  its  trustees  or  for  its  care  and 
management,  which  conditions  have  been  ac- 
cepted and  agreed  to  by  vote  of  the  town. 

Sec.  5.  Said  board  of  trustees  shall  consist  of 
any  number  of  persons  divisible  by  three  which 
the  town  may  decide  to  elect.  At  the  first  elec- 
tion of  trustees  one  third  shall  be  elected  for  one 
year,  one  third  for  two  years,  and  one  third  for 
three  years,  and  thereafter  one  third  the  num- 
ber annually  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  until 
others  are  chosen  in  their  plice.  No  person 
shall  be  ineligible  to  serve  upon  said  board  of 
trustees  by  reason  of  sex.  Such  board  of  trus- 
tees shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  shall  organ- 
ize annually  by  the  choice  of  a  chairman  and 
secretary  from  their  own  number.  Whenever  a 
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vacancy  shall  occur  In  the  board,  the  remaining 
members  shall  give  notice  of  the  fact  in  writing 
to  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  who  shall  proceed 
to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  next  annual  town 
meeting.  Any  town  having  a  town  library  es- 
tablished prior  to  the  year  1892,  shall  be  exempt 
from  the  provisions  of  sections  four  and  five  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  6.  The  trustees  elected  by  the  town  shall 
have  the  entire  custody  and  management  of  the 
free  public  library  and  all  property  of  the  town 
relating  thereto;  and  all  money  raised  or  appro- 
priated by  the  town  for  its  support  and  main- 
tenance, and  all  money  or  property  that  the 
town  may  receive  by  donation  from  any  source, 
or  by  bequest,  in  behalf  of  said  free  public  li- 
brary, shall  be  placed  in  the  care  and  custody  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  to  be  expended  or  retained 
by  them  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  town  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public 
library,  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of 
each  or  any  donation  or  bequest  accepted  by  the 
town. 

Sec.  7.  The  trustees  shall  make  an  explicit 
report  to  the  town  at  each  annual  town  meet- 
ing of  all  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  and 
of  all  the  property  of  the  town  in  their  care 
and  custody,  including  a  statement  of  any  un- 
expended balances  of  money  they  may  have, 
and  of  any  bequests  or  donations  they  may 
have  received  and  are  holding  in  behalf  of  the 
town,  with  such  recommendations  in  reference 
to  the  same  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  town  to  consider.  They  shall  also  make  a 
report  annually,  to  the  board  of  library  com- 
missioners, showing  to  what  extent  the  pro- 
visions of  the  foregoing  sections  have  been 
complied  with  by  the  town. 

Sec.  8.  Any  town  or  library  official  violating 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections 
shall  be  fined  not  more  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. Whenever  there  shall  be  available  in  any 
town  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  free 
public  library  an  annual  income  which  alone  or 
with  the  town  appropriation  shall  equal  the 
amount  required  to  be  raised  by  that  town,  an- 
nually, then  the  town  officials  shall  be  exempt 
from  the  provisions  of  this  section,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of 
section  one  of  this  act.  Whenever  a  town, 
having  no  town  library  and  having  made  no 
assessment  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  vote  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  a 
library,  such  action  having  been  taken  under 
a  special  article  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  the 
annual  town  meeting,  then  the  officials  of  such 
town  shall  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of 
this  section  for  one  year  thereafter. 

Sec.  9.  The  board  of  library  commissioners 
shall,  at  least  twice  in  each  year,  issue  a  library 
bulletin,  which  shall  contain  recommendations 
as  to  the  best  methods  to  be  employed  in  library 
work,  together  with  notes  on  library  progress 
and  such  other  matters  of  general  information 
relating  to  library  work  as  they  may  deem 
proper.  The  said  bulletin  shall  be  printed  and 
distributed  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
missioners, at  least  three  copies  of  the  same 
being  sent  to  each  free  public  library  in  the 


state,  and  such  further  distribution  being  made 
as  the  judgment  of  the  board  may  suggest. 

Sec.  10.  Chapter  8,  Sec.  21,  of  the  Public 
Statutes  shall  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  "two"  in  the  seventh  line,  and  insert- 
ing the  word  "four"  in  place  thertof.  Such 
change  in  length  of  term  of  office  shall  also  apply 
to  full  term  appointments  made  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  board. 

Sec.  n.  The  board  of  library  commissioners 
shall  receive  no  compensation,  but  shall  be  al- 
lowed such  reasonable  sum  for  clerical  assistance 
and  other  necessary  expenses  as  the  governor 
and  council  may  determine;  and  all  sums  ex- 
pended under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
paid  from  the  state  treasury  after  the  bills 
therefor  have  been  approved  by  the  board  and 
by  the  governor  and  council. 

Sec.  12.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent 
with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed,  and  this  act 
shall  take  effect  May  i,  1895. 

Approved  March  29,  1895. 


RECENT  LIBRARY  LEGISLATION. 

WITHIN  the  past  few  months  several  states 
have  added  their  quota  to  the  gratifying  record 
of  library  legislation  for  1895.  The  library  law 
of  New  Hampshire  is  givtnin  full  elsewhere,  as 
being  especially  notable. 

A  bill  providing  for  a  library  commission  for 
Wisconsin  was  introduced  into  the  legislature  at 
the  beginning  of  the  last  session,  was  approved 
on  April  19,  and  published  April  29.  Credit  for 
its  passage  is  chiefly  due  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchins, 
president  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Association, 
who  drafted  the  bill  and  urged  its  passage,  and 
to  Senator  J,  H.  Stout,  trustee  of  the  Memorial 
Library  of  Menomonee,  Wis.,  who  introduced 
it  into  the  senate.  The  law  provides  for  the 
appointment,  by  the  governor,  of  two  persons, 
who,  with  the  president  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  the  state  superintendent,  and  the 
corresponding  secretary  of  the  State  Historical 
Society,  shall  constitute  a  state  library  commis- 
sion. One  of  the  governor's  appointees  is  to 
serve  for  a  term  of  five  years,  the  other  for  four 
years.  All  subsequent  appointments,  excepting 
when  made  to  fill  vacancies,  shall  be  for  terms  of 
five  years  each.  Save  in  the  details  of  appoint- 
ment of  members,  the  commission  is  modelled 
upon  those  existing  in  the  other  states,  especially 
that  of  New  York.  The  members  serve  with- 
out pay,  and  an  annual  appropriation  of  $500 
is  made  to  meet  travelling  expenses  and  other 
necessary  disbursements.  A  biennial  report  is 
to  be  made,  and  the  work  of  the  commission  Is 
along  the  usual  lines  of  supplying  advice  and 
counsel  to  all  communities  desiring  to  establish 
libraries,  or  improving  those  already  established. 
No  provision  for  state  aid  is  made  ;  nor  has  the 
system  of  travelling  libraries  been  touched  upon. 

In  Indiana  the  state  library  has  been  brought 
under  new  legislation,  which  will  result  in  tak- 
ing the  office  and  its  organization  out  of  politics. 
One  of  the  last  bills  passed  by  the  legislature 
authorized  the  establishment  of  "  a  state  library 
board,  providing  for  the  administration  of  the 
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state  library,  the  election  of  a  state  librarian  and 
the  appointment  of  his  assistants,  and  prescrib- 
ing their  duties."  It  puts  the  library  under  the 
management  and  control  of  the  state  board  of 
education,  whi:h,  for  library  purposes,  consti- 
tutes the  state  library  board.  A  librarian  is  to 
be  appointed  by  the  board  on  April  i,  1897,10 
serve  for  terms  of  two  years,  until  a  successor 
is  elected.  Other  provisions  regulate  the  use 
and  care  of  the  books,  collection  and  binding  of 
documents,  the  segregation  ef  laws  and  law 
books,  etc.  The  salary  of  the  librarian  is  raised 
to  $1500  a  year,  instead  of  $1200,  and  provision 
is  made  for  two  assistants  at  f  noo  and  $900  a 
year  respectively. 


TEACHERS  COLLEGE  AND  THE  BRYSON 
LIBRARY,  NEW  YORK. 

THE  handsome  building  of  the  Teachers  Col- 
lege, standing  on  Morningside  Heights  at  i2Oth 
street,  New  York,  is  the  "  outward  and  visible 
sign"  of  a  gradually  developed  ideal  fostered  by 
public  spirit,  educational  reform,  and  enlight- 
ened philanthropy.  It  is  the  first  of  the  group 
of  colleges  and  public  buildings  which  is  being 
placed  on  that  commanding  site,  and  which  will 
form  a  modern  acropolis,  a  veritable  citadel  of 
defence.  Here  will  stand,  opposite  Teachers 
College,  the  buildings  of  Columbia  University  ; 
not  far  off  the  "  white  wings "  of  St.  Luke's 
Hospital  already  spread  themselves  ;  later  on 
will  come  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John,  and  not 
long  to  be  deferred.it  is  hoped,  will  be  the  build- 
ing of  Barnard  College. 

Teachers  College,  as  it  stands  at  present,  is 
a  substantial  edifice  of  red  brick,  with  sand- 
stone trimmings,  consisting  of  two  buildings. 
The  main  structure,  which  has  a  frontage  of  210 
feet  facing  south,  contains  the  offices  of  the  fac- 
ulty, lecture-rooms,  laboratories,  conference- 
rooms,  the  library,  museum  and  recitation- 
rooms  of  the  Horace  Mann  School.  The  other, 
the  Macy  Manual  Arts  Building,  was  en- 
dowed and  equipped  by  Mrs.  Caroline  Macy  as 
a  memorial  to  her  husband,  is  fitted  with  the 
latest  and  best  appliances  for  all  departments 
of  its  work,  and  is  said  to  be  the  finest  building 
devoted  to  art  education  and  instruction  in 
manual  arts  in  the  world.  It  contains  labora- 
tories, lecture-rooms,  library  and  conference- 
rooms  of  the  Departments  of  Manual  Arts 
and  Art  Education.  A  west  wing,  not  yet 
erected,  is  to  contain  departments  which  as  yet 
have  no  proper  accommodation,  those  of  do- 
mestic science  and  art,  and  of  physical  training. 
The  buildings  were  erected  on  land  given  by 
George  Vanderbilt,  from  plans  by  William  A. 
Potter,  architect,  largely  under  the  personal 
oversight  of  Spencer  Trask,  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  and  Miss  Grace  H.  Dodge, 
treasurer. 

Among  the  educational  features  of  the  whole 
college,  the  large  collection  of  pictures  and  casts 
holds  an  important  place,  as  the  arrangement, 
as  far  as  possible,  has  been  such  as  to  make 
them  useful  and  conveniently  reached  for  any 
departmental  work  they  may  bear  upon. 


On  the  third  floor  of  the  main  building  is  the 
delightful  room  of  the  Bryson  Library,  40x60 
feet,  with  its  broad  windows  looking  south,  over 
a  pretty  little  park  belonging  to  the  Columbia 
College  grounds,  west  over  the  Hudson  and  Pal- 
isades, and  east  across  the  vast  outstretching 
city.  It  is  an  ideal  spot  for  which  "  to  leave 
the  crowded  world  so  hot  about  its  trifles  "  and 
find  oneself  sheltered  from  its  tumult  and  haste 
in  the  peaceful  company  of  congenial  books. 

The  room  is  plain  in  architecture,  as  the  ob- 
ject has  not  been  to  make  it  imposing,  but  simply 
artistic  and  comfortable.  Tables  and  chairs  are 
here  and  there,  palms  and  ivies  rest  the  eyes; 
while  the  large,  old-fashioned  fireplace,  with 
andirons  and  logs  of  wood,  suggests  all  the  com- 
forts of  the  ingleside,  and  in  the  recessed  win- 
dows, with  their  cushioned  seats,  a  very  haven  of 
rest  is  found.  Over  the  fireplace  a  brass  plate 
is  inserted  bearing  the  inscription: 

"  BRYSON  LIBRARY, 
In  Memoriam  of  Peter  McCartee  Bryson." 

For  the  library  was  founded  by  Mrs.  Bryson  as 
an  enduring  memorial  to  her  husband. 

Here  are  welcomed  not  only  the  college  stu- 
dents, the  high-school  pupils,  and  the  student- 
teachers,  but  teachers  from  the  city  schools  — 
all,  indeed,  who  are  interested  "in  those  broad 
and  liberal  methods  of  education  in  which  the 
right  use  of  books  plays  so  important  a  part." 

The  library  has  at  present  over  6000  volumes, 
consisting  of  works  on  pedagogy  in  English, 
French  and  German,  works  on  psychology,  an- 
thropology, history  of  education,  methods  of 
teaching,  etc.  It  has  also  a  select  list  of  general 
works  on  philosophy,  history,  and  literature, 
and  to  these  must  be  added  about  90  of  the  lead- 
ing periodicals,  those  of  educational  bearing 
being  represented  most  fully,  including  French, 
German,  and  English  publications,  besides  Amer- 
ican. Among  the  more  recent  gifts  to  the  li- 
brary are  some  rare  and  costly  books  on  art, 
archaeology,  and  American  history.  These  gifts 
are  to  be  known  as  the  Hemenway  collection, 
and  form  part  of  a  memorial  from  Mrs.  Bryson 
to  her  sister,  Mrs.  Hemenway. 

The  library  now  serves  as  a  reading-room, 
but  with  the  erection  of  the  much-needed  west 
wing,  the  adjacent  rooms  to  the  library,  now 
necessarily  used  for  other  purposes,  will  be 
utilized  as  annexes  to  the  library  proper. 

The  books  are  cataloged  by  the  card  method, 
author  and  subject,  and  are  arranged  on  the 
shelves  by  subject,  according  to  the  close  Dew- 
ey  classification.  The  readers  have  free  access 
to  the  shelves,  and  much  time  is  saved  by  this 
method  in  getting  directly  at  the  book  wanted. 

Several  departmental  libraries  have  also  been 
organized,  having  their  own  card  catalog,  thus 
placing  special  books  in  the  various  departments 
nearest  the  work  they  are  intended  to  assist. 
These  books  are  also  catalogued  in  the  main 
library,  and  are  under  the  general  management 
of  the  able  and  indefatigable  librarian,  Miss 
Lilian  Denio.  It  has  been  thought  wise,  with 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  college  departments,  to 
appoint  a  library  committee  from  the  professors 
representing  the  pedagogic,  scientific,  and  lit- 
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erary  interests.  Library  talks  are  held  at  various 
times  through  the  year,  on  "  How  to  use  a  libra- 
ry," etc.,  the  effect  of  which  has  already  been 
excellent  on  the  younger  portion  of  the  readers. 

On  the  walls  of  the  library  are  an  interesting 
series  of  portraits  of  educational  reformers,  ex- 
cellent engravings  of  Longfellow,  Tennyson,  and 
Shakespeare,  and  a  charming  head  of  Martha 
Washington  which  serves  as  a  companion  pic- 
ture to  that  of  her  husband .  Besides  these  there 
are  some  choice  views  of  Moorish  and  Egyp- 
tian architecture,  some  good  photographs  of 
works  of  the  old  masters  ;  and  an  especially 
fine  portrait  of  Rembrandt  is  much  valued. 
Upon  the  centre-table  one  finds  Darley's  beauti- 
ful illustrations  of  Shakespeare,  and  in  a  large 
cabinet  is  a  liberal  education  in  photographs  —  a 
collection  presented  by  V.  Everit  Macy,  and  con- 
stantly added  to  by  him  in  his  foreign  travels. 
Egyptian  life  and  art  are  well  illustrated,  and 
many  pictures  in  art,  geography,  and  history  are 
included.  To  make  the  photographs  of  ready 
service,  a  proper  classification  has  been  made, 
and  each  photograph  is  cataloged  on  a  card  with 
its  own  class  and  book  number. 

Nothing  could  be  more  encouraging  and  satis- 
factory than  the  aspect  of  the  Bryson  Library  in 
its  new  quarters.  Starting  on  a  well-thought- 
out  basis,  with  the  future  in  view  as  well  as  the 
present,  its  work  is  a  great  and  growing  one. 

Dyer  wrote  :  "  My  minde  to  me  a  kingdom 
is."  If  this  is  true  then  what  a  sovereignty  is 
hers  who  endows  a  library,  and  thus  opens  such 
individual  kingdoms,  by  the  magic  words  of  wise 
men,  to  the  broadening  culture  of  great  thoughts  ! 
FANNY  GIVEN  FORD. 


American  Cibrars  Qtsaociation. 


SEVENTEENTH  CONFERENCE,  DENVER, 
A  UGUST  12-18,  1895. 

FINAL  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

IN  issuing  this  final  announcement  the  com- 
mittee beg  to  call  attention  to  the  difference  in 
the  rates  that  have  been  granted  to  different 
associations  holding  annual  meetings  in  Denver 
in  July  and  August.  The  Teachers  have  been 
granted  a  round  trip  for  one  fare;  the  A.  L.  A. 
are  asked  to  pay  full  fare  going  and  one-third 
fare  returning,  on  the  certificate  plan,  which  re- 
quires that  a  certificate  must  be  procured  from 
the  agent  of  whom  the  ticket  to  Denver  is  pur- 
chased, which  must  be  countersigned  by  the 
secretary  at  the  meeting.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Association  has  been  granted  a  round  trip  for 
one  fare  from  all  points  west  of  Toronto,  Buf- 
falo, Pittsburg,  and  the  Ohio  River. 

All  librarians  in  that  territory  can,  and,  of 
course,  will,  take  advantage  of  these  latter  tick- 
ets, which  must  be  sold  in  Chicago  on  August  n 
and  12  only,  and  at  other  points  at  about  the 
same  dates.  Persons  using  them  must  pass 
the  Omaha  gateway  before  midnight  on  August 
12.  This  makes  it  possible  to  leave  Chicago 
early  Monday  morning,  August  12,  and  reach 


Denver  Tuesday  forenoon.      The   rates  from 
prominent  points  have  been  named  as  follows: 

Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls $43-00 

Toronto 42.00 

Pittsburg 43.00 

Cincinnati 33-50 

Chicago 19.50 

Joliet 38.65 

Bloominglon 36.40 

Springfield 25-55 

St.  Louis 34.50 

Centralia 21.50 

Jefferson  City 23-40 

Kansas  City 17.00 

Of  these  single  rate  tickets  a  Western  railroad 
circular  says:  "  Excursion  tickets  will  be  good 
for  going  passage,  commencing  date  of  sale 
only.  Excursion  tickets  must  be  limited  to 
strictly  continuous  train  passage  in  each  direc- 
tion. Although  tickets  bear  final  limit  August 
25,  they  will  be  available  for  return  passage 
from  Colorado  common  points,  that  is,  Denver, 
Colorado  Springs,  Manitou  or  Pueblo,  on  Au- 
gust 20  to  24  only.  Passengers  must  regulate 
their  return  journey  from  Colorado  so  as  to 
reach  Kansas  City  on  or  before  August  25." 

These  points  are  brought  out  here  for  the  in- 
formation of  those  who  cannot  join  the  Eastern 
party  on  their  special  train  from  New  York  and 
Chicago  via  the  C.  B.  &  Q.,  and  who  have  not 
received  direct  information  as  to  routes  and 
rates. 

Tickets  may  be  procured  and  all  information 
as  to  route  and  checking  baggage  to  destination 
be  obtained  from  James  Potter,  833  Chestnut 
st.,  Philadelphia;  B.  F.  Bond,  Central  Build- 
ing, Baltimore;  S.  B.  Hege,  707  isth  St.,  Wash- 
ington; E.  D.  Smith,  cor.  5th  and  Wood  sts. , 
Pittsburg;  C.  W.  Paris,  Grand  Central  Station, 
Cincinnati;  W.  M.  McConnell,  137  Superior  St., 
Cleveland;  and  G.  M.  Taylor,  105  N.  Broad- 
way, St.  Louis. 

Any  other  information  may  be  had,  and 
any  doubtful  points  settled,  by  writing  to  C: 
Alex.  Nelson,  Columbia  College  Library,  New 
York  ;  Dr.  George  E.  Wire,  Newberry  Library, 
Chicago;  or  John  C.  Dana,  Public  Library, 
Denver. 

SPECIAL  TRAIN  FROM  NEW  YORK. 
Indications  now  point  to  the  securing  of  the 
special  train,  personally  conducted,  from  New 
York  to  Denver.  This  will  be  made  certain  if 
twenty  more  people  will  immediately  signify 
their  intention  of  joining  the  party  at  New  York. 
Any  having  the  matter  in  mind  should  decide  at 
once  and  notify  C:  Alex.  Nelson,  -without  delay. 
Berths  have  been  assigned  to  those  whose  names 
have  already  been  received.  "  First  come,  best 
served,"  as  the  order  in  which  applications  come 
in,  will  govern  the  assignment. 

ROUTE  AND  TIMB-TABLB. 

LT.  New  York  (foot  Liberty  St.)  ....  9.00  A.M    Aug.    9. 

Lv.  Jersey  City,   N.  J g.ia  A.M 

Lv.   Elizabeth  9.30  A.M 

Lv.  Trenton  Junction 10.15  A.M 

Lv.  Philadelphia  (34th&  Chestnut  sts.)  1 1.20  A.  M 

Lv.  Baltimore,  Md.   (Dinner) 1.40  P. M 

Lv.  Washington.  D.  C 2.30  P.M 

Lv.  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va 4.10  P.M 

Lv.  Cumberland,  Md.  (Suffer) 7.00  P.M 

Lv.  Pituburg,  Pa 11.45  P.M 
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Lv.  Akron,  0 3.35  A  M    Aug.  10. 

Lv.  Chicago  Junction  (Breakfast)....  6.00  A 

Arr  Chicago,  111.  (Dinner) 1.30? 

Lv.  Chicago,  111 3.00  p 

Lv.   Burlington,   la 8.20  p 

Lv.  Plat tsmouth.    Neb 5.45  A.M.  Aug 

Arr.  Lincoln,  Neb 7.10  A  M 

Lv.  Lincoln,  Neb 8.00  P  M 

Lv.  McCook,    Neb 3.40  A.M.  Aug.  12. 

Arr.   Denver,  Col 9.00  A.M.         " 

From  Chicago  a  dining  car  will  be  attached  to 
the  train.  It  will  be  noticed  from  the  schedule 
that  arrangements  have  been  made  to  avoid  Sun- 
day travelling,  to  which  many  have  objected, 
by  holding  the  train  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  over  Sun- 
day, thus  giving  opportunity  for  rest,  attending 
church,  and  seeing  the  attractions  of  the  capital 
city  of  the  state,  without  any  additional  ex- 
pense. The  famous  salt  springs  located  here 
are  well  worth  a  visit. 

HEADQUARTERS  AT  DENVER. 

The  Windsor  Hotel,  corner  of  Larimer  and 
l8th   sts. ,  four  blocks  from  the   Union  Depot, 
has   been  selected  for  the  headquarters.     Out- 
side rooms  maybe  had  at  two  dollars  ($2.00)  per 
day,  or  two  dollars  and  a  half  ($2.50)  with  bath. 
A  room  for   the   meetings  will   be    furnished. 
Rooms  may  be  engaged  in  advance  through  C: 
R.  Dudley,  of  the  Denver  City  Library. 
for  the  Committee, 
C:  A.  NELSON,  Acting  Secretary. 

MAKE  A  NOTE  ON'T. 

WILL  all  the  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  who  go 
to  Denver  please  take  a  copy  of  Ditson's  College 
Songs,  4°  edition.  We  want  some  good  rousing 
choruses  on  the  trip.  G.  E.  WIRE. 

AMENDMENTS   TO   THE  CONSTITUTION. 

AT  the  Lake  Placid  Conference  the  executive 
board  was  instructed  to  prepare  for  considera- 
tion certain  amendments  to  the  constitution. 

The  following  is  the  form  prepared  by  the 
board. 

Substitutes  for  sections  9  and  10  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

Sec.  9.  ELECTION.  This  association  shall  at 
each  annual  meeting  elect  by  ballot  a  president 
and  an  executive  board  of  five.  The  president 
for  the  last  preceding  year  and  the  president- 
elect shall  also  be  members  of  said  board,  and 
the  latter  shall  be  its  chairman.  The  board  shall 
choose  for  the  association,  three  vice-presidents, 
a  secretary,  recorder,  treasurer,  and  finance 
committee  of  three,  a  co-operative  committee  of 
five,  and  such  other  officers  and  committees  as 
may  be  in  its  judgment  necessary.  The  board 
may  also  add  to  its  number.  The  term  of  all 
officers  shall  be  from  the  adjournment  of  one 
annual  meeting  to  the  adjournment  of  the  next. 

Sec.  10.  EXECUTIVE  BOARD.  The  executive 
board  shall  transact  the  business  of  the  associa- 
tion in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings,  and 
shall  have  power  to  act  on  all  matters  on  which 
they  reach  unanimous  agreement. 

Members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  are  reminded  that 
an  amendment  was  approved  last  year,  and  will 
come  up  for  final  action  this  year,  making  the 
recorder  a  member  of  the  executive  board. 

FRANK  P.  HILL,  Secretary. 


Slate  Cibrarjj  QUsariations. 

MASSACHUSETTS  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

AT  the  meeting  held  at  Boston,  March  i,  1895, 
the  Massachusetts  Library  Club  voted  to  under- 
take the  publication  of  monthly  lists  of  works 
of  fiction  (for  adults)  suitable  for  purchase  by 
public  libraries.  The  plan  adopted  was  set  forth 
in  the  report  of  a  committee  presented  at  the 
meeting  in  Concord,  on  September  21,  1892, 
and  was  made  practicable  by  the  permission  of 
the  Library  Bureau  to  make  use  of  the  books 
which  it  collects  for  cataloging. 

In  accordance  with  this  vote,  a  permanent 
committee  of  17,  consisting  of  a  chairman  and 
secretary,  and  15  readers,  has  been  appointed 
by  the  executive  committee.  The  readers  are 
to  be  divided  into  sub-committees  of  three  mem- 
bers. The  chairman  and  secretary  have  power 
to  fill  vacancies  in  the  sub-committees.  The 
chairman  and  secretary  will  select  from  the  books 
sent  to  the  Library  Bureau  such  as  they  think 
it  would  be  desirable  to  have  examined,  and 
will  arrange  to  have  them  sent  to  members  of 
sub-committees  for  examination.  After  books 
have  been  examined  by  members  of  a  sub-com- 
mittee they  will  be  returned  to  the  secretary 
with  recommendations  and  comments.  It  is 
thought  safe  to  place  on  the  lists  to  be  recom- 
mended for  purchase  all  books  that  are  recom- 
mended by  every  one  of  the  three  members  of  a 
sub-committee.  From  the  books  so  approved  a 
list  shall  be  prepared  and  printed  once  a  month 
by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  with  such  anno- 
tations as  seem  desirable,  and  sent  to  such 
members  of  the  club  as  wish  for  it,  gratuitously, 
and  to  such  other  persons  and  to  such  institu- 
tions as  desire  to  subscribe  for  it  at  a  price  to 
be  fixed  by  the  committee. 

PENNSYLVANIA  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

A  REGULAR  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Li- 
brary Club  was  held  at  the  Wagner  Free  Insti- 
tute of  Science  on  Monday  evening,  May  I3th, 
at  8  o'clock,  the  president  in  the  chair. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  and  acting 
on  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  the  club 
listened  with  pleasure  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Cut- 
ler, of  the  State  Library,  Albany, N.  Y.,  who 
delivered  the  address  of  the  evening.  Her  pa- 
per was  on  "Two  fundamentals,"  and  empha- 
sized the  fact  that  the  librarian  should  have 
broad  scholarship,  coupled  with  enthusiastic 
efforts  to  make  the  library  a  living  and  recog- 
nized factor  in  the  life  about  him.  By  a  unani- 
mous vote  the  club  requested  Miss  Cutler's 
permission  to  issue  her  address  in  the  "Occa- 
sional papers."  The  request  was  granted  and 
her  paper  will  shortly  appear. 

Fourteen  new  members  were  elected. 

Two  members  of  the  club  having  tendered  a 
reception  to  Miss  Cutler,  adjournment  was 
agreed  upon,  that  the  members  and  invited 
guests  might  enjoy  the  hospitalities  prepared. 
The  entire  evening  was  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  the  year. 

ON  Saturday  afternoon,  June  8,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  Club  visited  Bryn  Mawr  College 
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library  on  the  invitation  of  Miss  Pierce  and 
Miss  Palmer.  After  a  very  thorough  inspection 
of  the  well-ordered  library,  the  members  were 
conducted  through  the  laboratories,  gymnasium, 
and  dormitories  of  the  college.  They  were 
then  invited  to  return  to  the  library,  where  a 
cool  and  refreshing  repast  awaited  them.  The 
afternoon  was  fast  closing,  when  regretfully 
the  club  took  the  train  for  town,  after  expressing 
hearty  thanks  to  Miss  Pierce  and  Miss  Cutler 
for  an  extremely  enjoyable  outing. 

CLARENCE  SEARS  KATES,  Secretary. 


Cibrarg  QTlnbs. 


WASHINGTON  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  Washington  Library  Association  held 
its  closing  meeting  for  the  present  season 
on  Wednesday  evening,  May  29.  Prof.  J. 
H.  Gore,  of  Columbian  University,  gave  an 
interesting  account  of  his  visits  to  the  Plantin 
Museum,  at  Antwerp,  which  contains,  besides 
the  early  presses  and  tools  of  the  famous  pub- 
lishing house  founded  by  Christopher  Plantin 
in  1549.  a  rich  collection  of  the  products  of 
the  early  press  of  Europe  and  of  machinery 
illustrating  the  progress  of  the  printer's  and 
binder's  arts. 

A  progress  report  was  submitted  by  General 
A.  W.  Greely,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  establishment  of  a  free  public  library  in 
Washington.  At  the  present  time  (June  29) 
about  $10,500  have  been  subscribed  by  citizens. 
Incorporation  papers  have  been  agreed  upon, 
providing  for  nine  trustees,  to  be  chosen  from 
among  the  subscribers.  A  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  submit  by-laws  at  a  meeting  of  sub- 
scribers to  be  called  early  in  July,  at  which  time 
the  trustees  will  be  elected.  It  is  proposed  to 
open  the  library  some  time  in  October  next. 

Mr.  Fassig  reported  from  the  executive  com- 
mittee regarding  the  preparation  of  a  union  list 
of  periodicals  in  Washington  libraries.  The 
committee  is  collecting  further  information  as 
to  the  extent  of  co-operation  which  may  be  ex- 
pected from  librarians  in  this  and  other  Eastern 
cities,  and  as  to  the  probable  expense  of  prepar- 
ing such  a  list. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  October. 
OLIVER  L.  FASSIG,  Secretary. 

ilibrarn  Gcljools  emit  draining  Classes. 

PRATT  INSTITUTE  LIBRARY  CLASS. 

THE  library  training  class  of  Pratt  Institute 
held  its  graduating  exercises  on  the  evening  of 
June  21,  in  connection  with  the  commencement 
exercises  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Insti- 
tute. An  informal  reception  for  the  students, 
their  friends,  and  former  graduates  followed  in 
the  reading-room  of  the  library,  which  was  at- 
tractively decorated  with  flowers  and  plants. 
The  list  of  graduates  is  as  follows: 
Cataloging  and  Library  training:  Clara  L. 
Bidwell,  Monterey,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.;  Ag- 
nes Bronson,  Geneva,  N.  Y.;  Miriam  S.  Dra- 
per, Milton,  Mass.;  Eleanor  H.  Frick,  Danville, 


Penn.;  Mary  E.  Hall,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Grace 
Hanford,  South  Orange,  N.  J.;  Edith  M.  Hunt, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Mary  K.  Jobs,  Plainfield,  N. 
J. ;  Anna  L.  Le  Crone,  Faribault,  Minn.;  Har- 
riette  L.  McCrory,  Mansfield,  Ohio;  Katharine 
M.  Mack,  Westfield,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.; 
Lida  W.  Mercer,  Franklin,  Penn.;  Sara  S.  Od- 
die,  E.  Orange,  N.  J.;  Julia  L.  Pettee.  Lake- 
ville,  Conn.;  Matilda  Steinbrenner,  Danville, 
Penn.;  Mary  V.  Wallis,  New  York  City. 

Cataloging  only :  Fanny  P.  Brainerd,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ;  Gertrude  A.  Brewster,  New  York 
City;  Henry  H.  Eddy,  Fall  River,  Mass.;  Har- 
riet M.  Hubbard,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Mary  E. 
Roe,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Helen  R.  Trowbridge, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Marjorie  H.  Winn,  Madison, 
Wis.;  Eliza  Witham,  Center  Sandwich,  N.  H. 

LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT  OF  DREXEL 
INSTITUTE. 

THE  graduating  exercises  of  the  library  class 
of  Drexel  Institute  were  held  in  connection  with 
the  commencement  exercises  of  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Institute,  on  the  morning  of  June  13. 

The  following  students  received  certificates  : 

Viola  Margaret  Blaisdell,  Helen  Stearns  Car- 
ter, Bessie  H.  Clark,  Mary  Louise  Day,  Char- 
lotte Ehrlich,  Mary  P.  Farr,  Elizabeth  Gibson, 
Alice  D.  Goodison,  Isabella  Harris,  Mary  Booth 
Janvier,  Edith  V.  Lamberton,  Helen  Marot, 
Helen  Ridgway  Morris,  Almira  R.  Murphy, 
Kate  E.  Nagle,  Ruth  Palen,  Lillian  lone 
Rhoades,  Mary  Hotchkiss  Spencer,  Julia  East- 
man Stubbs. 

Prizes  were  awarded  to  Viola  Margaret  Blais- 
dell and  Mary  P.  Farr;  and  five  students  re- 
ceived honorable  mention  —  Helen  Stearns  Car- 
ter, Helen  R.  Morris,  Edith  V.  Lamberton, 
Alice  D.  Goodison,  Helen  Marot. 

LIBRARY  CLASS  OF  N.    Y.  P.   C.  L. 

THE  cataloging  class  of  the  New  York  Free 
Circulating  Library  began  its  work  in  November, 
1894,  and  ended  its  first  term  on  June  28  of  this 
year.  The  class  consists  of  12  pupils,  six 
seniors  (librarians-in-charge  of  the  different 
branch  libraries)  and  six  juniors  (first  assistants 
under  the  seniors). 

The  main  object  of  this  class,  which  was  or- 
ganized by  the  advice  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  trustees  of  the  library,  is  to  impart  a  thor- 
ough and  practical  knowledge  of  accessioning, 
shelf-listing,  cataloging,  and  classification  of 
books,  the  time  devoted  for  the  purpose  averag- 
ing from  six  to  seven  hours  per  week.  The 
progress  made  thus  far  has  been  very  encourag- 
ing and  will  doubtless  lead  to  the  introduction 
of  several  new  features  next  fall. 

Under  the  direction  of  its  instructor,  Miss 
Theresa  Hitchler,  chief  cataloger,  the  class 
paid  its  first,  but  by  no  means  last,  visit  to  the 
Library  School  at  Albany  on  May  29,  gaining 
many  new  ideas  to  be  put  to  practical  use  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  librarians  of  the  N.  Y. 
Free  Circulating  Library  would  like  to  tender 
their  thanks  to  Mrs.  Melvil  Dewey,  the  Library 
School  staff,  and  pupils  for  the  cordiality  of 
their  reception  and  the  heartiness  and  sincerity 
which  made  their  visit  one  to  be  long  remem- 
bered. 
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BROOKLiNE(Afaw.)  P.  L.    Catalogue  of  English 
prose  fiction  in  the   library,  January,   1895, 
arranged  alphabetically  by  authors  and  titles, 
with  historical  and  juvenile  works  indicated. 
Brookline,  1895.     298  p.  D. 
This  catalog  differs  in  several  respects  from 
the  general  run  of  fiction  lists  and  presents 
some  interesting    innovations   of    practice.     It 
is  a  title-a-liner,  recording  in  two  separate  lists 
—  author  and  title  —  some  7000  books.     Con- 
ciseness of  form  has  been  especially  aimed  at. 
Titles  are  pruned  to  the  utmost  brevity,  except- 
ing where  the   second    part  is  explanatory,  in 
which  case  annotations  are  omitted  —  as  Simms' 
"  Partisan  :  a  romance  of  the  Revolution."    As 
a  rule,  contents  of  volumes  of  short  stories  are 
fully  given,  though  in  some  cases,  such  as  Nora 
Perry,  Miss  Yonge,  Mrs.  Molesworth,  the  brief 
annotation  "  [stories]"  is  appended  to  the  title. 
Sequels   and   connected  tales,  as  the  "Aimwell 
stories,"  the  "Elsie  books,"  etc. ,  are  in  most  cases 
indicated  by  numbers,  and  the  books  of  the  No 
name  and  Round  robin  series  are  noted. 

A  characteristic  of  the  catalog  is  the  care 
with  which  authors'  names  have  been  given. 
The  painstaking  shown  in  this  respect  would  be 
notable  even  in  a  catalog  where  fulness  of 
entry  was  specially  desired — it  is  more  remark- 
able in  a  list  where  brevity  has  been  kept  con- 
stantly in  view.  In  this  connection  it  may  be 
noted  that  neither  the  colon  nor  any  of  the  other 
library  abbreviations  for  proper  names  are  used, 
but  that  each  name  is  given  in  "  plain  English." 
"  Full  names,"  in  the  strict  sense  are  not  given; 
the  object  seems  to  have  been  to  give  names  in- 
stead of  initials  wherever  practicable,  but  not  to 
include  "  middle  "  or  other  names  that  are  sel- 
dom used.  As  to  pseudonymous  authors,  Mr. 
Bolton  has  made  his  main  entry  under  the  pseu- 
donym, when  generally  known,  with  cross-ref- 
erence from  the  real  name.  Indeed,  he  has 
carried  this  plan  out  more  fully  than  is  custom- 
ary — as  witness  main  entries  under  Mark  Twain, 
Mark  Rutherford,  W.  Heimburg,  Charles  Eg- 
bert Craddock,  and  Beulah.  The  various  books 
by  the  author  of  "  Miss  Toosey's  mission " 
are  grouped  under  "Miss  Toosey's  mission, 
Author  of" 

The  annotation  of  the  catalog  is  disappoint- 
ing. The  title  states  that  historical  and  juvenile 
works  are  indicated.  So  far  as  juvenile  books 
are  concerted,  the  indication  (by  the  usual /pre- 
fixed to  the  call-number)  is  satisfactory,  but  the 
historical  annotations  —  which  are  appended,  in 
brackets,  to  the  titles — are  sadly  insufficient. 
It  is  not  what  has  been  done  that  is  at  fault  —  the 
notes  themselves  are  excellent  'irief  characteri- 
zations ;  it  is  what  has  been  left  undone.  In  glanc- 
ing over  the  pages  of  the  catalog  one  finds  book 
after  book  deserving  of  annotation,  but  left  with- 
out a  clue  to  its  historical  character.  To  illus- 
trate: Henty's  books  are  fully  annotated,  even 
such  titles  as  "  In  the  reign  of  terror,"  "  St.  Bar- 


tholomew's eve,"  "  When  London  burned,"  have 
brief  characterizations;  while  of  Miss  Peard's  19 
books  only  one  is  annotated,  and  it  is  left  to  the 
reader  to  determine  that  "Mademoiselle"  is  a 
tale  of  the  siege  of  Paris,  and  that  "  Scapegrace 
Dick,"  "  Catherine,"  "  Prentice  Hugh,"  etc.,  are 
all  tales  of  distinctively  historical  scene  and 
action.  Emma  Marshall  fares  still  worse,  for 
of  her  25  books  not  one  is  noted  as  historical, 
save  as  the  title  gives  clue  to  the  story.  Nor 
are  these  the  chief  omissions  that  a  rapid  survey 
reveals.  Among  the  books  passed  by  without 
a  note,  we  find  Sienkiewicz's  great  Polish  trilogy, 
"With  fire  and  sword,"  "The  deluge,"  and 
"Pan  Michael";  Bynner's  "Agnes  Surriage," 
and  "  Begum's  daughter";  Crawford's  "Zoro- 
aster"; Clemens'  "  The  prince  and  the  pauper  "; 
Mrs.  Barr's  "Friend  Olivia"  and  "Bow  of 
orange  ribbon";  Bunner's  "Story  of  a  New 
York  house";  and  —  mirabile  dictu  —  Zola's 
"  Downfall." 

Even  more  confusion  is  observed  when  the 
various  works  of  individual  authors  are  con- 
sidered. Elizabeth  Stuart  Phelps'  "  Master  of 
the  Magicians"  is  properly  annotated  "  [Baby- 
lon, Daniel,  and  Nebuchadnezzar],"  while  her 
"Come  forth"  has  not  a  word  of  comment. 
Henry  Kingsley's  "Ravenshoe"  and  "Austin 
Elliot"  are  annotated;  but  "Stretton,"  which 
contains  the  finest  account  of  the  Indian  mutiny 
in  English  fiction,  goes  unnoted,  as  does  that  re- 
markable tale  of  Flanders,  "Old  Margaret." 
Several  of  Captain  King's  novels  have  annota- 
tion —  "  Kitty's  conquest  [Ku  Klux,  South]  " ;  but 
Tourgee's  "Fool's  errand"  is  disregarded. 
Charles  Reade's  books  offer  another  case  in 
point:  his  "Griffith  Gaunt"  has  the  rather 
unnecessary  comment  "  [England,  i8th  cen- 
tury]"; "  The  wandering  heir,"  that  remarkable 
narrative  of  fact  that  was  stranger  than  fiction, 
has  no  note  at  all;  "It  is  never  too  late  to 
mend  "  is  annotated  as ' '  [English  prisons]  " ;  but 
"Put  yourself  in  his  place"  and  "  Very  hard 
cash  "  have  no  reference  either  to  trades'  unions 
or  insane  asylum,  though  if  the  first  requires  a 
note,  so  do  the  other  two.  Certainly  if  Conan 
Doyle's  "Study  in  scarlet "  deserves  the  com- 
ment "[Utah],"  Winthrop's  brilliant  story 
"John  Brent"  needs  a  similar  note.  Of  Miss 
Yonge's  many  books  the  majority  are  properly 
annotated,  but  we  find  "  The  armourer's  'pren- 
tices," "  Reputed  changeling,"  and  "Slaves  of 
Sabinus"  —  which  are  all  distinctly  historical  — 
left  without  comment;  while  "The  pillars  of 
the  house,"  that  pleasant  tale  of  domestic  for- 
tunes, is  distinguished  by  the  note  "[English 
high  church],"  a  characterization  that  is  cer- 
tainly not  historical,  and  that  would  apply  equal- 
ly to  most  of  this  writer's  stories  of  English 
home  life. 

In  conclusion,  the  catalog  is  attractive  in 
typography  and  a  model  of  neat  printing.  Had 
the  plan  of  annotation  been -carried  out  with 
thoroughness  and  accuracy,  it  would  be  most 
useful;  but  even  as  it  is,  it  will  be  of  interest  to 
librarians  and  suggestive  to  those  who  expect  or 
intend  to  "  print." 
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GENERAL. 

BOLTON,  C:   Knowles.     Genealogical   research 
in  libraries:  a  paper  read  before  the  Connecti- 
cut Library  Association,  at  Groton,  May  30, 
1895 .     Reprinted  from  Putnam's  Monthly  His- 
torical Magazine.      Salem,  1895.     4  p.  O. 
A  brief  survey  of  the  chief  sources  of  informa- 
tion necessary  to  the  library  making  a  feature 
of  genealogical  research. 

LOCAL. 

Boston  P.  L.  The  report  recently  made  by 
Mr.  Putnam  on  the  results  of  allowing  free  access 
to  the  reference  books  in  Bates  Hall  shows  that 
of  the  6000  books  shelved  there,  but  47  were  miss- 
ing, after  n  months'  use.  Mr.  Putnam  is  thus 
quoted  on  the  subject:  "  Many,  if  not  most,  of 
these  will,  I  am  confident,  be  found  in  the  stacks, 
at  the  bindery,  or  otherwise  misplaced.  Taking 
the  account  as  it  stands,  it  makes  the  apparent 
loss  only  seven-tenths  of  I  per  cent.  Consider- 
ing the  perfect  freedom  of  access,  and  the  lack  of 
a  distinguishing  label,  this  seems  to  me  a  very 
satisfactory  result  of  the  experiment  of  allowing 
people  to  help  themselves  to  the  books.  It  will 
perhaps  be  noticed  that  one  class  has  suffered 
more  than  any  other.  Twelve  of  the  missing 
works  are  fine  art  reference  books.  None  of 
these,  however,  are  of  any  considerable  value. 
The  money  value  of  the  lost  books,  I  should  say, 
would  be  about  $50." 

Since  January  i,  the  library  has  been  obliged 
to  curtail  expenses  with  a  stringent  hand,  and 
for  the  past  few  months  no  new  books  have 
been  purchased.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
the  trustees  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  $215,- 

000  to  defray  the  library  expenses  of  1895,  but 
the   city  council    appropriated    only   $175,000. 
The  cost  of  moving,  the  necessity  of  employing 
more    help,   and    the   expenses  which    always 
follow  when  a  new  building  is  taken  possession 
of,   necessitated   economy,   and  after  due  con- 
sideration it  was  decided  to  stop  the  purchase  of 
new   publications   and  refrain   from    replacing 
worn-out  volumes  for  the  present.     According- 
ly, since  Jan.  i  no  money  has  been  expended  for 
enlarging  the  branch  libraries,  and  since  March 

1  there  has  been  a  cessation  of  purchase  of  books 
for  the  main  library.     It  is  not  surprising  that 
this  policy  should  have  given  rise  to  many  com- 
plaints; but  the  only  remedy  seems  to  be  an  ad- 
ditional city  appropriation. 

Bridgeport  (Ct.)  P.  L.  (i4th  rpt.)  Added 
2169;  total  26,092.  Issued,  home  use  124,175  ; 
ref.use  16,506;  total  140.681  (net.  and  juv.  72  %\ 
Sunday  attendance  10,082.  New  cards  issued 
1291  ;  total  registration  18,509.  Receipts, 
$25.594-79  I  expenses  $13,119.24. 

The  trustees  have  decided  to  adopt  the  two- 
book  system,  "to  promote  the  cause  of  good 
reading." 

The  success  of  the  art  department,  the  open- 
ing of  which  was  chronicled  in  last  year's  report, 
has  continued  unabated.  The  season  began  in 
September  with  an  exhibition  of  the  famous 


Sella  collection  of  mountain  photographs,  lent 
by  the  Appalachian  Club.  It  was  followed  by  an 
exhibition  of  paintings,  containing  examples  of 
the  work  of  many  American  artists  ;  in  February 
by  a  collection  of  original  drawings  from  Outing, 
Scribner,  the  Century  and  Life,  and  then  by  the 
second  annual  exhibition  of  paintings  and  draw- 
ings by  Bridgeport  amateurs,  in  which  there 
were  over  200  entries,  against  about  60  last  year. 
An  exhibition  of  the  educational  work  of  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  followed,  in  which  an  ingenious  electri- 
cal display  proved  a  magnet  to  many  boys  and 
young  men,  and  the  season  closed  with  an  ex- 
hibition of  the  work  of  the  public  schools  in 
drawing,  penmanship,  and  bookkeeping. 

Carbondale,  Pa.  It  is  proposed  to  establish 
a  free  public  library,  in  Carbondale  by  turning 
over  the  library  of  the  local  Young  Men's 
Library  Association  to  the  town,  to  be  controlled 
and  conducted  as  a  municipal  organization,  with 
a  yearly  appropriation  from  the  town  budget. 
The  full  details  of  the  organization  have  been 
submitted  to  the  town  council  for  acceptance. 

Chicago,  III.  Crerar  L.  The  trustees  of  the 
John  Crerar  Library,  on  June  15,  leased  for  a 
term  of  five  years  the  sixth  floor  of  the  Marshall 
Field  building,  Wabash  avenue  and  Washington 
street,  to  be  used  for  the  library.  The  question 
of  location  had  been  under  consideration  for 
some  time,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  best 
plan  was  to  lease  temporary  quarters  until 
the  library  was  thoroughly  established.  The 
present  rooms  are  within  a  block  of  the  new 
public  library  building  and  easily  accessible. 
The  necessary  alterations  will  be  begun  at  once, 
and  it  is  thought  that  by  autumn  the  library  will 
be  in  working  order  and  open  to  the  public. 

Cleveland,  0.  Western  Reserve  Univ.  On 
June  18,  the  corner-stone  was  laid  of  the  Hatch 
Library  building,  given  to  Adelbert  College  by 
Mr.  H.  R.  Hatch,  of  Cleveland.  The  building, 
which  is  to  costabout  $30,000,  will,  it  is  thought 
be  ceady  for  occupancy  by  November  i.  When 
completed,  it  will  consist  of  a  main  building  33 
feet  by  94  feet,  two  stories  high,  with  east  and 
west  wings,  each  27  feet  by  37  feet,  one  story 
high.  The  general  character  of  the  building 
will  be  English  Gothic  of  the  I3th  century, 
adapted  to  the  requirements  of  an  American 
college,  and  it  will  be  for  the  books  of  Adel- 
bert College,  and  for  the  use  of  Adelbert 
College,  the  College  for  Women,  and  the  Case 
School.  The  material  is  to  be  of  Ohio  sandstone, 
rock  face,  with  cut-stone  detail.  The  interior 
is  to  be  finished  in  rough-cast  plaster,  with 
Georgia  pine,  and  the  floors  are  to  havfc  a  nat- 
ural finish.  The  entrance,  in  the  tower  at  the 
angle  formed  by  the  main  building  and  the  west 
wing,  will  be  through  north  and  west  doors, 
divided  by  a  deep  angle  buttress  into  the  entrance 
and  waiting  hall. 

Danvers,  Mass.  Peabody  Institute  L.  (28th 
rpt.)  Added  436  ;  total  16,540.  Issued,  home 
use  22,070  ;  no  record  of  ref.  use  kept.  New 
registration  291  ;  total  cardholders  1347.  Re- 
ceipts $1100  ;  expenses  $1098.74. 

Most  of  the  illustrated  books  have  been  re- 
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moved  from  the  reading-room,  on  account  of 
indiscriminate  use  by  the  children.  The  li- 
brarian recommends  the  issue  of  extra  non-fic- 
tion cards  to  all  desiring  them. 

Elmira,  N.  Y.  Sttele  Memorial  L,  The  cor- 
ner-stone of  the  new  Steele  Memorial  Library 
building  was  laid  on  the  afternoon  of  May  27. 
The  building  is  given  to  Elmira  by  Mrs.  Esther 
Baker  Steele  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband,  Dr. 
Joel  Dorman  Steele.  It  was  at  first  intended 
that  the  building  should  be  erected  jointly  by 
Mrs.  Steele  and  the  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  to  serve 
as  library  and  association  hall,  and  by  1892  about 
$40,000  had  been  raised  for  this  purpose,  of 
which  Mrs.  Steele  contributed  $10,000.  There 
were,  however,  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  plan, 
and  in  1893  a  friendly  separation  was  effected 
and  Mrs.  Steele  undertook  the  erection  of  an 
independent  library  building,  towards  which  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  gave  a  site.  On  September  26, 
1893,  the  Steele  Memorial  Library  Association 
was  incorporated ,  with  a  board  of  1 1  trustees.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  building  will  cost  about 
$35,000,  and  the  fittings  and  stocking  from 
$25,000  to  $30,000  additional.  Mrs.  Steele  has 
also  provided  for  the  endowment  of  the  li- 
brary after  her  death. 

Fairhavtn,  Mass.  Millicent  L.  In  the  sum- 
mary of  the  year's  work  at  the  library,  given  in 
the  June  L.  j.  (20:216),  the  circulation  was  inad- 
vertently given  as  5199  instead  of  51,991.  As 
the  latter  figures  are  remarkable  in  a  town  of 
3000  population,  we  are  glad  to  make  the  proper 
correction. 

Glover  sville  (JV.  F.)  F.  L.  (isth  rpt.)  Added 
1087;  total  12,634.  Issued,  home  use  59,636; 
lib.  use  3753  ;  visitors  to  reading-room  25,103. 
New  cards  issued  653. 

The  two-card  system  had  been  in  use  for  one 
month  at  the  time  the  report  was  issued,  and 
during  that  time  35  "special  privilege"  cards 
had  been  issued  and  77  v.  drawn  on  them. 

The  work  of  the  library  with  the  schools  has 
been  "  even  more  successful  than  in  preceding 
years.  It  is  believed  that  the  teachers  have  made 
more  general  and  more  systematic  use  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  library  in  supplementing  their  work 
at  school.  More  than  1000  books  have  been 
drawn  by  the  teachers  for  this  special  work.  The 
pupils  of  all  grades  have  used  the  library  ex- 
tensively. They  are  mostly  in  search  of  books 
on  collateral  reading,  and  in  this  way  supple- 
ment their  text-books.  Histories  and  books  of 
travel  are  constantly  asked  for,  to  enlarge  the 
scope  of  information  in  history  and  geography. 
Books  on  natural  history  have  attracted  the 
younger  children,  while  boys  with  an  incli- 
nation to  mechanical  pursuits  have  read  ele- 
mentary books  on  mechanics  and  electricity, 
never  tiring  of  information  on  the  steam  engine 
and  the  electric  battery."  The  age  limit  has 
recently  been  abolished. 

"  The  library  has  been  awake  to  the  interests 
of  the  workshop  in  the  same  measure  as  it  has 
endeavored  to  aid  the  schools.  It  contains  val- 
uable books  on  tanning,  and  will  in  a  short  time 
own  all  publications  pertaining  to  the  leather  in- 


dustry, also  techno-chemical  receipt  books,  all 
of  which  have  been  used  by  a  large  number  of 
our  workmen." 

Appended  to  the  report  is  a  "  List  of  books 
added  since  January,  1894."  (26  p.) 

Helena  (Mont.)  P.  L.  Added  2528;  total 
15,104.  Issued,  home  use  63,434  (fict.  .79  %}  ; 
ref.  room  attendance  (estimated)  40,000.  New 
cards  issued  615  ;  total  registration  4536. 

The  most  urgent  needs  of  the  library  are  more 
space,  increased  facilities,  and  larger  appropria- 
tions. The  strict  economy  of  administration  that 
is  necessary  seriously  retards  development. 

The  librarian  says:  "  Considering  the  extraor- 
dinary demands  upon  us  for  books  in  all  branches 
of  learning  and  industry,  the  size  of  our  library 
is  quite  inadequate.  Instead  of  15,000  volumes, 
we  should  have  100,000.  One  of  the  special 
calls  is  for  books  on  mining.  We  are  in  the 
midst  of  a  very  important  mining  region,  and 
need  to  make  large  additions  to  technical 
works  on  subjects  connected  with  the  business 
and  profession  of  mining.  The  sum  of  $10,000 
would  be  well  spent  in  this  one  department 
alone. 

"  From  the  end  of  June  last  we  were,  for  lack 
of  means,  obliged  to  get  along  without  the  ser- 
vices of  our  cataloger,  to  the  great  disadvantage 
of  the  institution.  Especially  is  this  so,  as  the 
old  catalogs  are  very  nearly  all  sold,  and  we  are 
unprepared  to  issue  another,  even  if  there  were 
means  to  pay  for  the  printing." 

The  library  is  open  on  Sundays  and  holidays, 
and  additional  help  is  much  needed.  The  libra- 
rian recommends  the  purchase  of  more  juvenile 
books,  and  an  increased  circulation  of  current 
magazines. 

Hoboken  (N.  /.)  P.  L.  A  site  for  the  new  li- 
brary building,  for  the  erection  of  which  $26,000 
was  recently  contributed  by  several  members  of 
the  Stevens  family,  of  Castle  Point,  Hoboken, 
was  selected  early  in  May.  The  price  agreed 
on  is  $15,000.  Plans  for  the  building  will  prob- 
ably be  submitted  in  competition. 

Jersey  City  (JV.  /.)  P.  L.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  board  of  trustees  held  June  14,  it  was  de- 
cided to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  board  of 
finance  in  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  new 
library  building.  The  board  has  in  hand  the 
sum  of  $29,878.74,  which  has  been  accumulated 
for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  probable  that  plans 
for  a  new  building  will  soon  be  definitely  made. 
The  library's  present  rooms,  in  a  bank  building, 
have  been  long  outgrown,  and  additional  read- 
ing-room space  as  well  as  more  room  for  books 
are  pressing  necessities. 

Manchester  (N.  If.)  City  L.  (4151  rpt.)  Add- 
ed 1147;  total  38,351.  Issued,  home  use  55,- 
054;  lib.  use  9873.  New  cards  issued  576;  total 
registration  9660.  Receipts  $8143.83;  expenses 
$4724.06. 

"  As  we  have  no  reference-room  and  no  quiet 
room  for  study,  persons  who  are  investigating  a 
subject  for  which  they  need  many  books  art  in- 
vited to  make  use  of  the  tables  in  the  book-room, 
and  are  allowed  free  access  to  the  shelves.  Of 
the  books  consulted  in  this  way  no  account  can 
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be  kept,  but  the  most  valuable  work  of  the  li- 
brary in  aiding  study  and  research  is  done  in 
this  manner." 

The  whole  library  is  now  being  reclassified 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Sanborn  according  to 
the  Cutter  expansive  system,  and  a  new  card  cat- 
alog is  being  made  at  the  same  time.  When 
this  work  is  finished  it  will  be  possible  to  pub- 
lish a  complete  catalog  of  the  library  if  thought 
desirable. 

It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  relations  of  the  li- 
brary with  the  local  schools.  "The  plan  as  at  pres- 
ent outlined  is  to  permit  the  teachers  in  the  gram- 
mar grades  to  take  out  six  books  at  one  time, 
to  be  retained  one  month.  These  will  be  usually 
of  such  character  as  to  aid  the  teacher,  supple- 
menting the  school  text-books  in  such  studies  as 
science,  geography,  history,  and  literature.  The 
board  of  education  has  purchased  for  each  gram- 
mar school  in  the  city  a  copy  of  Sargent's '  Read- 
ing for  the  young.'  In  each  copy  have  been 
written  the  call-numbers  of  those  books  which 
are  contained  in  the  library;  thus  the  teachers 
will  be  enabled  to  send  for  the  books  they  wish 
to  use  without  the  necessity  of  coming  to  the  li- 
brary to  consult  the  catalog.  If  the  scheme 
works  well  it  may  be  extended  to  the  lower 
grades." 

Nahant  (Mass.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  547  ; 
total  9290.  Issued  8472  ;  no.  borrowers  510. 

The  trustees  devote  their  report  chiefly  to  na 
account  of  the  beautiful  new  building  recently 
completed.  In  1893  an  appropriation  of  $40,- 
ooo  was  voted  by  the  town  for  a  building  to 
house  the  library  and  the  town  offices,  and  in  the 
same  year  plans  were  accepted.  These  were 
later  discarded,  as  it  was  found  that  they  called 
for  a  building  costing  at  least  $75,000,  and  new 
plans  were  procured  from  the  same  architects, 
Ball  &  Dabney.  "These  included  the  same 
rooms  and  general  conveniences,  and  were  in 
every  respect  as  well  adapted  to  the  purposes 
for  which  the  building  is  designed  as  the  origi- 
nal ones." 

The  building  is  of  Weymouth  seam-faced 
granite, "trimmed  with  Ohio  sandstone;  the  interi- 
or finish  is  of  quartered  oak  and  dark  cypress. 
The  shelving  is  furnished  by  the  Snead  Iron 
Works,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  the  stacks  are 
arranged  in  two  tiers,  with  a  glass  floor  between. 
The  present  shelving  capacity  is  28,000  v.,  but 
provision  is  made  for  another  tier  of  shelves, 
increasing  the  capacity  to  43,000.  The  building 
is  lighted  by  electricity  and  heated  by  steam. 
On  May  30  it  was  opened  for  public  inspection, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  in  complete  work- 
ing order  by  the  middle  of  the  summer.  The 
9300  books  now  in  the  library  are  in  process  of 
classification  and  recataloging  by  Miss  Alma  R. 
Van  Hoevenberg,  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Library 
School. 

The  trustees  have  recently  issued  a  pamphlet 
by  F.  A.  Wilson,  fully  describing  the  new  build- 
Ing,  which  is  noted  elsewhere. 

New  Bedford  (Mass.)  F.  P.  L.  (43d  rpt.) 
Added  2017;  total  not  given.  Issued,  home 
use  104,591,  an  increase  of  15,946  over  previous 


year.     New  cards  issued  1255.     Receipts  $n,- 
754.25;  expenses  $11,754.25. 

The  trustees  make  an  urgent  plea  for  a  new 
building,  the  present  quarters  being  seriously 
overcrowded  and  the  work  of  the  library  im- 
peded. They  say:  "Although  one  of  the  first 
free  public  libraries  started  in  this  country,  an- 
tedating the  Boston  library  by  a  few  days,  it 
has  for  so  many  years  been  hampered  by  the 
lack  of  proper  accommodations  and  resources 
that  its  usefulness  has  been  seriously  impaired, 
and  it  cannot  now  compare  with  many  libraries 
in  country  towns  which  are  hardly  a  third  as 
large." 

New  Brunswick  (N.  /.)  F.  P.  L.  (5th  rpt.); 
F.  C.  L.  (I2th  rpt.).  The  two  libraries  are 
conducted  by  separate  boards,  but  are  consoli- 
dated in  administration  and  in  use.  The  statis- 
tics here  given  are  for  both.  Added  610  ;  total 
12,397.  Issued,  home  use  44,755  (fict.  73^  %); 
no.  visitors  to  reading-room  24,158.  Total  reg- 
istration 4829.  Receipts  $4523.21  ;  expenses 
$4094.18. 

The  age  limit  has  been  reduced  from  12  to  10 
years. 

New  York.  The  New  York  Free  Circulating 
Library  for  the  Blind  was  incorporated  in  June, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  open  in  suitable  quarters 
some  time  in  the  autumn.  The  Robert  Bruce 
memorial  branch  of  the  N.  Y.  F.  C.  L.  has  of- 
fered to  give  shelf-room  and  care  to  the  books 
of  the  new  library,  and  it  is  probable  that  its 
headquarters  will  for  some  time  to  come  be  in 
this  branch. 

Newton  (Mass.)  F.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  1943  ; 
total  46,755  (5659  in  West  Newton  branch).  Is- 
sued, home  use  143,887  (fict.  56.13  %).  New 
cards  issued  1256;  total  registration  13,763.  Re- 
ceipts $15,463.30  ;  expenses  $15,100.15. 

Nearly  85,000  v.  were  delivered  through  the  10 
agencies.  The  two-book  system  has  proved 
satisfactory,  and  the  increase  in  circulation  is 
largely  attributed  to  it.  The  establishment  of  a 
children's  room  is  recommended. 

North  Adams  (Mass.)  P.  L.  (nth  rpt.) 
Added  873  ;  total  13,830.  Issued,  home  use 
73,944  (fict.  48.3  £;  juv.  30.8  £) ;  lib.  use  not 
given.  New  cards  issued  918  ;  total  registration 
5262.  Receipts  $4734.42  ;  expenses  $4734.42 

In  April  208  French  books  were  added  to  the 
library,  and  a  new  finding-list  of  the  French  de- 
partment was  prepared  and  issued.  In  Septem- 
ber the  second  supplement  to  the  catalog  was 
published. 

Northampton,  Mass.  Forbes  L.  After  nine 
months  of  preparation,  half  the  time  with  only 
four  and  half  with  six  assistants,  Mr.  C:  A. 
Cutter  began,  on  July  i,  to  register  borrowers 
and  issue  books.  He  then  bad  collected  over 
28,000  volumes,  and  noo  large  photographs  of 
paintings  and  architecture.  The  books  bought 
have  cost  on  the  average  $1.14  a  volume  ;  there 
are  2!  volumes  to  a  work.  Less  than  one- 
third  of  them  have  been  classified  and  cata- 
loged ;  but  the  others  have  been  thrown  into 
some  two  dozen  classes  and  arranged  alphabet- 
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ically  in  each,  so  that  they  can  easily  be  found. 
The  catalog  is  typewritten  on  the  Hammond 
machine  at  present  ;  but  if  the  newly  invented 
machine  which  uses  printer's  ink  does  as  good 
work  as  the  specimens  shown,  that  will  be  used, 
and  possibly  also  the  attachment  for  type- 
setting, if  it  should  not  be  too  expensive.  The 
registration  number  is  composed  of  the  initial 
of  the  borrower's  name  and  a  running  number 
(not  a  Cutter  order  number).  The  charging  sy»- 
tem  is  a  combination  of  the  Cutter  end-pocket 
and  book  card  with  the  Nina  Browne  borrowers' 
pocket  described  in  the  May  JOURNAL  (p.  168). 

Although  the  library  was  completed  and  dedi- 
cated in  October  last,  the  delay  in  opening  has 
not  been  unreasonable.  The  working  force  has 
been  closely  limited,  and  the  time  spent  in  prep- 
aration has  been  equivalent  to  the  work  of  one 
person  for  61  months.  Two  other  libraries 
started  within  a  few  years  opened  in  5|  and  6£ 
months  respectively,  with  15,000  and  13,000 
volumes,  the  former  having  consumed  the  labor 
of  one  person  for  61,  and  the  latter  for  67 
months.  The  Forbes  library,  therefore,  after 
expending  no  more  months'  labor,  opens  with 
almost  twice  as  many  books.  This  is  owing 
partly  to  the  rapid  work  of  the  assistants,  partly 
to  the  simple  methods  adopted,  but  mainly  to 
the  librarian's  being  willing  to  begin  to  circulate 
the  books  without  having  all  of  them  cata- 
loged. 

Northboro*  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  new  library 
building  given  to  Northboro'  by  Hon.  Cyrus 
Gale  as  a  memorial  to  his  father,  was  dedicated 
and  presented  to  the  town  on  June  12.  There 
was  a  large  attendance,  and  short  addresses 
were  made  by  S:  S.  Green,  Rev.  B:  F.  Baily, 
and  others.  The  library  is  a  handsome  stone 
structure,  costing  about  $30,000. 

Oak  Park,  III.  Scoville  Institute  L.  (Rpt.) 
Added  739;  net  increase  644;  total  8503.  Is- 
sued, for  home  use  48,240,  an  increase  of  26^  % 
over  that  of  last  year;  for  use  in  the  building  of 
books  not  in  the  reference  department,  1902,  an 
increase  of  45  %  over  that  of  last  year;  total  is- 
sue 50,142;  no.  visitors  using  the  rooms  22,068, 
which  does  not  include  those  coming  merely  to 
exchange  books  or  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
societies,  clubs,  etc.,  held  in  other  parts  of  the 
building. 

Two  important  changes  have  been  made  dur- 
ing the  past  year;  the  age  limit  for  cardholders 
has  been  changed  from  12  to  10  years,  and  each 
person  of  the  required  age  may  hold  two  cards, 
one  of  which  is  a  non-fiction  card.  The  issue  of 
the  new  series  of  cards  was  begun  the  first  of 
April;  the  number  of  names  on  the  new  list 
June  i  was  1687,  of  which  number  728  also  held 
non-fiction  cards.  A  small  increase  in  the  use  of 
non-fiction  books  is  already  observed. 

Teachers  of  6th  grade  pupils  and  above  are 
allowed  teachers'  cards,  upon  which  10  books 
may  be  drawn  at  one  time,  two  renewals  being 
also  allowed  upon  these  books. 

Special  lists  of  books  for  young  people  and  for 
literary  clubs  have  been  prepared,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  still  more  may  be  done  in  the  same 
direction  during  the  coming  year. 


Plainfield(N. /.) P.  L.  (Rpt.  1894-5.)  Added 
965;  total  13,292.  Issued  30,473  (fict.  and  juv. 
67$).  Visitors  (estimated)  39,848.  No  estimate 
made  of  use  of  books  in  the  building,  the  public 
having  access  to  the  shelves. 

The  librarian  reports  decided  progress  in  the 
use  of  books  by  the  teachers  of  the  public 
schools.  On  request,  cards  for  school  use  have 
been  granted  to  private  school  teachers,  and  to 
teachers  in  the  Roman  Catholic  parochial  school. 

Among  the  recommendations  made  in  the  li- 
brarian's annual  report  are:  the  adoption  of  the 
"  two-book  system,"  increased  hours  for  circu- 
lation, the  lowering  of  the  price  for  the  finding 
list,  and  the  publication  of  a  separate  juvenile 
list.  On  motion  of  the  board,  the  salary  of  the 
librarian  has  been  increased  by  $200. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  library  committee  held 
July  2,  the  "  two-book  system,"  as  recom- 
mended by  the  librarian,  was  adopted.  It 
was  decdied  that  two  cards  should  be  used. 

Poultney  (Vt.)  P.  L.  On  June  i  the  new 
public  library  and  reading-room  was  formally 
opened.  It  contains  at  present  about  700  v., 
the  books  supplied  by  the  state  not  having  yet 
been  received ;  in  the  reading-room  about  20 
periodicals  are  on  file.  Miss  Ada  P.  Kilbourn 
is  librarian. 

Providence  (R.  7.)  P.  Z.  (i7th  rpt.)  Added 
3920;  total  71,613.  Issued,  home  use  108,074 
(fict.  and  juv.  59.72$);  lib.  use  90,960;  new  reg- 
istration 4853:  total  registration  25,623.  Re- 
ceipts $33,719.22;  expenses  $31,359.42. 

"  A  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  direction 
of  a  collection  of  trade  catalogs  (publications  of 
the  various  industrial  and  manufacturing  firms  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe).  Feeling  sure  that 
it  would  be  very  easy  indeed  to  obtain  a  prepon- 
derance of  worthless  material  unless  proper  care 
should  be  exercised,  the  librarian  was  very  glad 
to  avail  himself  of  the  counsel  of  a  local  practis- 
ing mechanical  engineer,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  Mr.  C.  W.  Andrews,  the  general  librarian  of 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  on 
the  other  hand.  It  is  the  testimony  of  the  latter 
that  in  the  work  of  the  institution  referred  to,  the 
bearings  of  some  important  principle  of  mechan- 
ical invention  are  to  be  found  illustrated  in  trade 
catalogs  of  this  kind  long  before  they  are  to  be 
found  in  the  formal  treatises  on  the  subject. 
The  publications  sent  for  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestions  of  the  two  gentlemen  above  referred 
to  have  been  carefully  and  minutely  cataloged, 
and  are  rendered  fully  accessible  to  all  who  can 
make  intelligent  use  of  them. 

"  The  percentage  of  fiction  used  is  slightly  less 
than  that  recorded  in  the  report  of  one  year  ago, 
and  this  is  plainly  not  so  much  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  readers  have  been  stimulated  to  read  less 
fiction  as  that  their  interest  has  been  developed 
to  read  more  of  the  more  solid  departments. 
Probably  in  few  intelligently  conducted  libraries 
—  certainly  not  in  this  library  —  is  any  crusade 
made  against  fiction,  as  a  class.  Certainly  any 
one  who  deliberately  leaves  all  fiction  out  of  his 
reading  deprives  himself  of  one  of  the  most 
effectual  means  of  acquainting  himself  with  the 
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conditions  of  modern  life.  At  the  same  time  it 
is  well  to  point  out  that  a  statement  which  has 
appeared  in  print  in  regard  to  the  percentage  of 
fiction  used  in  this  library  ludicrously,  though  ob- 
viously unintentionally,  misstates  it.  ['75  per 
cent.'  This  figure  has  never  been  reached  in 
this  library.  The  nearest  approach  to  it  was  in 
the  second  year  of  its  history  (73  per  cent.),  but 
60.42  is  the  highest  which  has  been  reached  in 
the  past  10  years.]  The  attitude  of  the  library 
towards  the  matter,  as  already  stated,  is  that  of 
interesting  itself  in  the  development  of  reading 
in  other  departments,  believing  that  the  question 
of  fiction  will  take  care  of  itself,  and  this  belief 
is  abundantly  justified  by  the  experience  of  the 
past  17  years." 

Appendix  No.  n  is  the  report  of  Prof.  Ware 
on  the  plans  submitted  by  competing  architects 
for  the  new  library  building.  No  plan  has  yet 
been  chosen,  but  the  building  committee  expect 
to  soon  present  a  definite  report.  In  the  new 
building  "  one  entire  room,  about  sox4ofeet,  is 
set  apart  for  all  industrial  purposes  connected 
with  the  use  of  the  library.  Here  are  to  be  found 
the  American  and  foreign  patents,  together  with 
all  the  library's  other  works  on  industrial  sub- 
jects. Not  only  tables  and  desks  of  the  ordinary 
type  will  be  supplied,  but  draughtlng-tables,  and 
a  dark  room,  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  those 
who  wish  to  take  away  with  them  a  copy  of  some 
mechanical  device." 

Rindge,  N.  H.'  Ingalls  Memorial  L.  On 
June  13  the  new  Ingalls  Memorial  Library,  given 
to  Rindge  by  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace,  of  Fitch- 
burg,  Mass.,  a  native  of  Rindge,  was  formally 
dedicated.  It  is  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Wallace's  first 
wife,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Ingalls,  of  Rindge. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  at  the  dedicatory 
exercises,  the  business  of  the  town  being  sus- 
pended for  the  day,  and  the  schools  closed.  Mr. 
Wallace  formally  presented  the  library  to  the 
town  with  a  brief  speech,  which  was  responded 
to  by  one  of  the  selectmen.  The  address  of  the 
day  was  by  Hon.  Ezra  Stearns,  Secretary  of 
State  of  New  Hampshire;  and  a  short  speech 
was  made  by  S:  S.  Green,  of  the  Worcester 
Public  Library.  Dinner  was  served  to  the 
guests  of  the  day  at  the  hotel  and  to  the  general 
public  in  the  lower  town-hall. 

In  June,  1894,  Mr.  Wallace  offered  to  build 
the  library,  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $5000,  and 
present  building  and  site  to  the  town,  on  con- 
dition that  the  town  raise  $500  within  one  year 
after  completion  of  the  building,  to  be  used  in 
the  purchase  of  books,  a  further  sum  of  $1000  to 
be  raised  for  a  permanent  fund  for  books  or 
other  expenses. 

The  building  was  completed  last  winter  and 
has  been  in  use  for  the  past  five  or  six  months. 
It  is  47x40  feet,  in  the  Romanesque  style,  built 
of  Trenton  pressed  brick  and  brown-stone,  with 
base  course  of  granite.  An  elaborately  carved 
entrance  arch  leads  to  a  tiled  vestibule  10  x  13^, 
from  which  opens,  on  the  right  an  art-room, 
21  x  i2i,  and  on  the  left  a  reading-room  of  the 
same  size.  In  the  rear  is  the  delivery-room  and 
the  book-room,  with  shelving  capacity  for  8500 
r.  The  second  story  is  devoted  to  a  small  hall, 


to  be  used  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
trustees.  In  the  cellar  are  storage- rooms  and 
heating  apparatus. 

Schcnectady(N.  Y.)  P.  L.  The  new  public 
library  will  be  in  working  order  within  a  few 
months.  The  erection  ol  shelving  is  now  in 
progress,  and  the  library  room  is  being  fitted 
and  altered.  The  directors  have  had  much 
help  in  their  work  from  Mr.  Peck,  of  the  Glov- 
ersville  Library.  Henry  Glen  is  librarian. 

Springfield  (0.)  P.  L.  (23d  rpt.)  Added 
767;  total  16,830.  Issued,  home  use  90,541 
(fict.  62,747).  New  cards  issued  443;  total  reg- 
istration 5256.  Sunday  attendance,  2182.  Re- 
ceipts $6555.56;  expenses  $6433.51. 

Of  the  volumes  issued  for  home  use  3134  were 
German  books.  The  system  of  free  access  that 
has  been  practised  in  the  library  since  1877  was 
slightly  modified  during  the  year,  by  restricting 
access  to  the  shelves  "  only  to  persons  selecting 
books,  all  others  to  ask  permission  at  the  desk." 
This  has  prevented  the  crowding  formerly  an- 
noying during  busy  hours,  and  as  permission  is 
freely  granted,  the  plan  has  worked  well.  The 
librarian  urges  the  necessity  of  a  larger  income 
to  usefully  extend  the  work  and  influence  of  the 
library. 

University  of  State  tf  N.  Y.,  Albany.  A  li- 
brary for  teachers  is  soon  to  be  established  in 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  546  of  the  laws  of  1895.  Its 
objects  and  methods  are  thus  set  forth  in  a  cir- 
cular recently  issued  by  the  department : 

"Any  teacher,  or  person  intending  to  teach, 
known  at  the  department,  or  recommended  by 
superintendents  or  commissioners,  may  make 
application  for  any  book  named  on  the  list,  but 
must  agree  to  return  such  book  to  the  depart- 
ment, postage  paid,  at  the  end  of  one  month. 
Blanks  will  be  furnished  by  the  state  superin- 
tendent for  such  applications,  and  the  book 
will  be  forwarded,  postage  paid,  to  the  address 
named.  At  the  end  of  the  month  the  teacher 
may  return  the  book,  or  purchase  it  by  remit- 
ting its  price  to  the  department.  By  special 
arrangement  the  price  will  be  very  near  whole- 
sale rates,  and  will  be  marked  plainly  on  the 
second  page  of  the  cover  of  the  book,  along 
with  other  regulations." 

Versailles  (A>.)  P.  L.  A.  The  Versailles 
Public  Library  Association,  which  lost  its  li- 
brary by  fire  in  February,  has  been  reorganized. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  the  new  association  to  es- 
tablish the  library  and  reading-rooms  upon  a 
larger  scale  than  formerly  and  to  place  it  upon 
a  solid  foundation. 

Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  Osterhout  F.  L.  The  li- 
brary board  has  decided  that  current  numbers 
of  six  of  the  popular  periodicals  of  the  day 
shall  hereafter  be  circulated  for  home  use  ; 
they  may  be  kept  for  four  days  at  a  time.  Ex- 
tra "non-fiction"  cards  are  also  issued  to  all 
readers  desiring  them.  Magazines  cannot  be 
drawn  on  these  cards.  These  new  rules  went 
Into  effect  July  i. 
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WILSON,    F:  Allan.     The    Nahant    Public    Li- 
brary ;  cont.  a  brief  sketch  of  the  public  library 
movement,  a  history  of  the  Nahant  Public 
Library,  and  a  description  of  the  new  library 
building.     1895.     il.  40  p.  O. 
An  attractive  pamphlet,  finely   printed    on 
smooth   heavy  paper,   containing   eight    illus- 
trations of  the  plans,  exterior  and  interior,  of 
the  beautiful  new  building. 

FOREIGN. 

Birmingham  (Eng.)  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  1046  ; 
total"  upwards  of  75,000."  Details  of  issue  not 
given.  Membership  2292.  Receipts  .£2166  93. 
6d.  ;  expenses  ^2344  IDS.  7d. 

Electric  lighting  was  installed  in  the  library 
in  August,  1894. 

Glasgow.  Mitchell  L.  (i2th  rpt.)  The  re- 
port covers  the  period  1892-94,  including  the 
I5th,  1 6th,  and  i;th  years  since  the  opening  of 
thelibrary.  Added  21,910;  total  112,447.  Issued 
1,465,950  (519,196  in  1894). 

"  The  period  has  been  marked  by  considera- 
ble additions  to  the  collection  of  books,  and  by 
a  very  large  and  constant  use  made  of  it  by  the 
public. 

"Although  the  general  character  of  the  read- 
ing is  very  similar  to  that  of  previous  years, 
some  slight  changes  are  observed  which  it  may 
be  interesting  to  note.  The  classes  which  show 
a  smaller  proportion  to  the  whole  issue  than  for- 
merly are:  Theology,  Philosophy,  etc. ;  History, 
Biography,  etc.;  Poetry  and  the  Drama;  Lin- 
guistics; and  Miscellaneous  Literature.  The 
following  classes  have  gained:  Sociology,  includ- 
ing Law,  Politics,  Commerce,  etc.;  Arts  and 
Sciences;  Fiction.  The  increase  in  the  propor- 
tion of  Fiction  is  due  to  the  fact  that,  since  the 
removal  to  Miller  street,  a  number  of  girls  and 
young  women  employed  in  the  neighboring 
warehouses  come  into  the  library  for  a  portion 
of  their  dinner  hour,  and  that  for  the  most  part 
they  spend  the  brief  interval  in  their  labor  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  novel.  The  percentage  of 
fiction  in  the  total  issue  is  9.22;  in  the  reading 
in  the  ladies'  room  it  is  33." 

The  total  number  of  books  issued  to  women 
during  the  three  years  was  35, 136,  or  2.31  %  of  the 
whole  issue. 

In  spite  of  the  removal  to  new  and  well- 
arranged  quarters,  the  library  is  still  overcrowd- 
ed, and  the  lack  of  sufficient  room  for  study  and 
research  impairs  its  usefulness.  "  It  is  a  com- 
paratively frequent  occurrence  to  count  in  the 
principal  reading-room  from  30  to  60  persons 
in  excess  of  the  number  of  seats.  Readers 
may  be  seen  sitting  on  and  below  the  circular 
stairs,  standing  in  the  passages,  maintaining  an 
uneasy  balance  on  the  base  of  the  rail,  and  even 
prone  on  the  floor  —  truly  a  pursuit  of  knowledge 
under  difficulties." 

A  valuable  addition  to  the  scientific  resources 
of  the  library  has  resulted  from  agreements 
entered  into  with  the  Glasgow  Natural  History 
Society  and  with  the  Glasgow  Geological  So- 
ciety. These  societies  have  transferred  to  the 
library  their  sets  of  the  transactions  and  mem- 


oirs of  foreign  scientific  societies,  the  library 
agreeing  to  continue  to  members  their  rights  to 
borrow  the  books,  and  to  defray  expenses  of 
care,  binding,  exchanges,  etc.  During  the  year 
115,788  scientific  works  were  issued,  the  daily 
average  being  386. 

Norwich  (Eng.)  F.  L.  (i7th  rpt.)  Added 
179;  total  30,303,  (lending  dept.  16,208).  Issued 
92,730.  New  cards  issued  968;  total  registra- 
tion 3800. 

"  The  wear  and  tear  of  the  books  in  the  juve- 
nile department  was  found  so  considerable  when 
they  were  last  called  in,  that  1700  had  to  be  re- 
bound or  repaired,  and  in  the  four  circulations 
about  800  volumes  have  been  found  defective  or 
worn  out  and  withdrawn.  The  committee  there- 
fore decided  to  issue  the  reduced  number  of 
books,  to  such  schools  as  made  application  for 
them,  under  more  systematic  regulations,  by 
which  it  is  hoped  more  satisfactory  results  will 
be  secured.  After  being  thoroughly  repaired 
2770  volumes  were  delivered  in  February  last  to 
the  24  schools  which  duly  applied  tor  them. 

"  The  juvenile  department  may  be  held  to 
some  extent  to  supply  the  place  of  branch  libra- 
ries, the  provision  of  which  the  present  income 
of  the  library  is  insufficient  to  satisfactorily  es- 
tablish." 


Onfts  anfc  Requests. 


Herkimer,  N.  Y.  On  June  i  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Earl,  of  Herkimer,  offered  to  give  to  that 
town  their  handsome  residence,  to  be  used  as 
a  free  public  library.  The  work  of  remodelling 
will  be  promptly  begun  at  their  expense,  the 
Herkimer  Free  Library  Association  will  be  in- 
corporated, and  it  is  thought  that  by  November 
the  library  will  be  ready  for  work.  Judge  Earl 
will  also  give  his  own  private  collection  of  books 
to  the  library. 


Cibrcmcmo. 


BOSTWICK,  Arthur  E.,  formerly  with  D.  Ap- 
pletbn  &  Co.,  was  recently  appointed  librarian 
of  the  New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  suc- 
ceeding Miss  E.  M.  Coe. 

BOWERMAN,  G:  F.,  of  the  New  York  State 
Library  School  (class  of  '95),  has  been  appointed 
reference  librarian  of  the  Reynolds  Library, 
Rochester.  Mr.  Bowerman  is  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Rochester  (class  of  '92)  and 
has  received  the  degree  of  B.L.S.  from  the  Li- 
brary School. 

BROOKS,  Miss  Henrietta  St.  B.,  a  member  of 
the  N.  Y.  State  Library  School  (class  of  '96),  has 
been  appointed  head  cataloger  at  the  Carnegie 
Library,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

CLARKE,  Miss  Edith  E.,  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  cataloger  in  the  office  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

CRAWFORD,  Miss  Esther,  librarian  of  the 
Sioux  City  (la.)  Public  Library,  has  declined 
to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  that  posi- 
tion when  her  term  of  office  expires,  Sept.  i. 
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She  expects  to  return  to  Albany  and  complete 
her  course  at  the  New  York  State  Library 
School,  graduating  probably  with  the  class  of 
'96.  Her  successor  will  be  elected  either  in 
July  or  August.  Miss  Crawford  has  done  ex- 
cellent work  during  her  active  library  service, 
not  only  in  the  Sioux  City  Library  but  in  the 
interests  of  Iowa  libraries  generally. 

DEWEV,  Melvil.  Mr.  Dewey  recently  received 
from  the  office  of  the  Societe  Internationale  de 
Bibliographic  of  Brussels  a  request  for  per- 
mission to  translate  his  decimal  classification  into 
French,  German,  and  Italian,  the  purpose  being 
to  make  use  of  it  as  the  basis  of  a  universal 
bibliographic  catalog. 

EDDY,  H:  H.,  a  graduate  of  the  Pratt  Insti- 
tute library  training  class  of  1894-95,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Norfolk  Library,  Nor- 
folk, Ct. 

HARRIS,  Miss  Isabella,  of  the  graduating  class 
of  Drexel  Institute,  library  department,  has  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  cataloger  in  the  library  of 
the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia. 

LEONARD,  Miss  Grace  F.,  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Library  School,  class  of  '95,  has 
been  appointed  classifier  at  Providence  Athe- 
naeum. 

Moos,  Bernhard,  for  eight  years  a  director  of 
the  Chicago  Public  Library,  died  at  his  home 
in  Chicago  on  June  1 1.  In  his  death  the  Chicago 
Public  Library  and  the  entire  city  sustain  a 
great  and  almost  irreparable  loss.  Mr.  Moos, 
who  had  achieved  for  himself  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  fair,  just,  and  upright  man  in 
every  relation  of  life,  and  as  a  broad-minded, 
patriotic,  and  public-spirited  citizen,  had  served 
on  the  library  board  for  the  past  eight  years, 
having  been  appointed  and  reappointed  by  the 
several  administrations  of  both  parties.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  gave  the  affairs  of  the  library, 
which  never  before  have  been  as  important  and 
as  multifarious,  if  not  more  time  perhaps,  yet 
more  thought  and  care,  than  his  own  business. 
It  was  largely  due  to  his  efforts  that  the  previous 
incessant  labors  of  the  board  of  directors  towards 
obtaining  a  building  for  the  library  were  at  last 
successful.  Mr.  Moos,  who  had  been  chosen 
chairman  of  the  administration  committee 
during  his  first  term,  was  at  the  incipiency  of 
the  work  of  building  also  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  committee  on  buildings  and  grounds.  He 
directed,  and  partly  inspired,  every  part  of  the 
preparation  and  work,  until  the  building  stands 
a  beautiful  and  lasting  monument  to  his  intellect, 
fidelity,  and  self-sacrifice.  As  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  administration  the  services  of  Mr. 
Moos  to  the  library  were  not  less  marked,  nor  of 
less  value.  It  was  he  who  developed  and  per- 
fected the  rudiments  of  its  civil  service  system, 
until  now,  every  post  and  every  advancement  in 
the  service  are  but  the  just  compensation  for 
merit.  Being  at  the  library  every  day  for  several 
hours,  he  was  not  only  the  faithful  and  watchful 
guardian  of  the  institution,  but  also  the  sympa- 
thetic friend  and  adviser  of  every  employe. — 
E.  F.  L.  G. 

TYLER,  Arthur  W. ,  has  resigned  his  position 


as  librarian  of  the  Wilmington  (Del.)  Institute 
Free  Library  to  become  librarian  of  the  Black- 
stone  Memorial  Library,  at  Branford,  Ct.  Mr. 
Tyler  took  charge  of  the  Wilmington  Library  in 
1893,  when  that  library  was  reorganized,  and  he 
will  enter  upon  his  new  duties  at  Branford  some 
time  in  September.  The  Blackstone  library  will, 
it  is  expected,  be  completed  by  January,  1896. 
It  is  a  superb  structure,  costing  about  $300,000, 
and  will  be  liberally  conducted. 

WATSON,  W:  R:,  a  graduate  of  the  New  York 
State  Library  School  (class  of  '95),  has  been 
appointed  assistant  librarian  of  the  Carnegie 
Library,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

WIRE,  DR.  G:  E.,  of  the  Newberry  Library,  in 
addition  to  his  regular  work  has  found  time  to 
study  law,  and  on  May  28  took  his  degree  of 
LL.B.  from  Kent  College  of  Law,  Chicago. 
Dr.  Wire  was  also  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  held  in  Balti- 
more in  May,  and  on  May  10  was  elected  libra- 
rian of  the  American  Medical  Association. 


Cataloging  anb  Classification. 


CINCINNATI  (O.)  P.  L.     Quarterly  bulletin,  no. 

124.     January,   February,  March,   1894.    32 

p.O. 

THE  monthly  journal  Books,  the  organ  of  the 
Denver  P.  L. ,  appears  with  the  June  issue  in  a 
new  dress  and  under  the  name  of  The  Book-leaf  . 
It  contains  bright  miscellany  on  literary  matters, 
reviews,  and  the  lists  of  new  books  and  an- 
nouncements of  the  library. 

FOSTER'S  MONTHLY  REFERENCE  LISTS  (Provi- 
dence P.  L.  Bulletin)  for  June  cover  but  a  single 
subject,  "Nicaragua  and  the  Monroe  doctrine," 
this  being  the  I4th  of  these  admirable  bibliog- 
raphies. The  list  of  "  school  duplicates,"  begun 
in  the  May  Bulletin,  is  continued. 

NEW  HAVEN  (Cl.)  F.  P.  L.  Bulletin,  January  - 
February,  1895:  classified  list  of  books  re- 
cently added.  8  p.  O. 

THE  Library  Newsletter  (OsTERHOUT  F.  L.) 
contains  in  its  May  issue  a  short  descriptive 
list  of  "A  few  books  on  fishing." 

The  OTIS  LIBRARY,  Norwich,  Ct.,  has  issued 
a  4 -p.  list  of  "duplicates,  for  sale  by  the 
library." 

PLAINFIELD  (N.  /.)  F.  P.  L.  Select  list  of  travel : 
geographical  reading  ;  prepared  by  Miss 
Emma  L.  Adams,  librarian.  Plainfield,  1895 
12  p.  D. 

"A  list  of  books  that  may  be  used  in  connec 
tion  with  geography,  to  give  additional  informa 
tion  and  interest."  Books  starred  "  are  espe- 
cially good ;  those  marked  T  are  particularly  for 
the  teachers'  use." 

PRATT  INSTITUTE  F.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    First 
annual  bulletin  of  additions,  January  -  Decem- 
ber, 1894.     Brooklyn,  1895.    94  +  8  p.  O. 
A  classed  author  list,  with  author  index  ap- 
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pended  ;   printed   by  the   linotype   method  on 
yellow  manilla  paper. 

The  SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  June 
has  classed  reading  lists  on  the  Capture  of 
Louisberg,  Bookmaking  and  distribution,  Joan 
of  Arc,  Salem. 

SCRANTON  (Pa.)  P.  L.  Bulletin  no.  2:  additions 
of  March,  April,  and  May,  1895.     p.  14-20.  O. 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mass.)  L.  BULLETIN  for 
May  continues  the  list  of  "Books  relating  to 
music,"  begun  in  the  April  number. 

The  WALTHAM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETINS,  is- 
sued monthly,  have  recently  contained  a  number 
of  good  special  lists.  "  Books  upon  clock  and 
watchmaking  "  are  treated  in  the  March  issue; 
"Frederick  Douglas,"  "  Maturin  M.  Ballou," 
"  China,  Corea  and  Japan,"  are  given  in  the 
April  number;  and  the  May  and  June  numbers 
have  good  classed  lists  on  Art  and  Botany. 

FULL   NAMES. 
Sullied  by  Harvard  Colltft  Library. 

Arnold,  S..  L..  (Waymarks  for  teachers); 

Buckley,  W:  Jay  (Electric  lighting  plants); 

Condit,  Uzal  Wade  (The  history  of  Easton); 

Foster,  James  Mitchell  (Christ  the  King); 

Hagan,  W:  Elijah  (A  treatise  on  disputed 
handwriting,  etc.); 

Kynett,  Alpha  Jefferson  (The  religion  of  the 
republic); 

Morris,  G:  Perry  (The  Norwegian  company 
system); 

Porter,  Robert  Percival  (Facts  and  figures 
from  the  nth  census); 

Rosenthal,  R:  Sigismund  (Tht  Rosenthal 
method  of  practical  linguistry). 


JJibliografg. 


BURKE,  Edmund.  Burke's  speech  on  concilia- 
tion with  the  colonies  ;  ed.  bv  L.  Du  Pont 
Syle.  Boston,  Leach,  Shewell  |&  Sanborn, 
[1895.]  c.  27+115  p.  S.  (Student's  ser.  of 
Eng.  classics.)  35  c. 
Contains  a  brief  list  (i  p.)  of  the  best  books 

about  Burke. 

GALBRAITH,    Anna  M.     Hygiene  and  physical 
culture  for  women.     N.  Y.,  Dodd,  Mead  & 
Co.,  1895.     c.     29+294  p.  il.  D.  $i. 
There  is  a  6-p.  bibliography  of  the  subject. 

HUIDEKOPER,  Rush  Shippen.  The  cat  :  a 
guide  to  the  classification  and  varieties  of  cats, 
and  short  treatise  on  their  care,  disease  and 
treatment.  N.  Y.,  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  1895. 
c.  9+148  p.  il.  S.  $i. 
Contains  a  brief  bibliography  (i  p.). 

KUHL,    W.    H.     Aeronautische    Bibliographic 
1670-1895.    Berlin,  W.  H.  Kiihl.     5iS.gr. 
16°,  25  pf. 
N.  Y.  STATE  MUSEUM  BULLETIN,  v.  3,  no.  13 


(April),  is  devoted  to  "  The  San  Jose  scale 
(aspidiotus  perniciosus)  and  other  destructive 
scale-insects  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  by  J. 
A.  Lintner,  state  entomologist.  It  contains  (p. 
303-305)  a  short  bibliography  of  the  subject. 

PHILO,  Judceus.     About  the  contemplative  life  ; 
or,  the  fourth  book  of  the  treatise  concern- 
ing virtues  ;  critically  ed.   by   F.   C.  Cony- 
beare.  N.  Y.,  Macmillan&  Co.,  1895.  16+403, 
p.  fac-sim.  O.  net,  $3.25. 
Contains  a  bibliography,  p.  391-399. 
RAND,  B:  (comp.)    Selections   illustrating  eco- 
nomic history  since  the  seven  years'  war.   3d 
ed. ;  with  bibliography  of  economics.     Cam- 
bridge, J:  Wilson  &  Son. ,1895.  8+641  p.  8°,  $3. 
The   select   bibliography   of    economics   em- 
braces the  more  important  English,  French,  Ger- 
man, and  Italian  authorities  in  general  economic 
literature. 

RIDER,  Sidney  S.  Bibliographical  and  histori- 
cal introduction  to  the  digest  of  Rhode  Island 
colonial  laws  of  1719,  and  incidentally  to  all 
other  folio  digests  of  R.  I.  laws.  Providence, 
S.  S.  Rider,  [1895.]  c.  '94.  18  p.  nar.  Q. 
pap.,  $30. 

The  SPENSER  SOCIETY  of  London  has  recently 
published  "  An  introduction  to  Drayton,"  by 
Oliver  Elton.  It  contains  an  excellent  bibliog- 
raphy. 

TEGGART,  F:  J.,  assistant  librarian  of  Leland 
Stanford  Jr.  University,  has  in  preparation  an 
English  translation  of  Dr.  Graesel's  edition  of 
Petzholdt's  "  Katechismus  der  Bibliothekswe- 
sen."  Since  Dr.  Graesel's  work  appeared  in 
1892,  it  has  been  translated  into  Italian  and 
French.  Mr.  Teggart's  translation  will  be  modi- 
fied to^conform  to  American  library  practice. 

WALKER,  Francis  A.     The  making  of  the  na- 
tion, 1783-1817  ;  with  maps  and  appendices. 
N.  Y.,  Scribner's  Sons,  1895.     c.     15+314  p. 
D.     (Am.  history  ser.)  $1.25. 
A  bibliography  of  the  subject  covers  6  pages. 


anb 


Elizabeth  Hastings,  ps.  of  Miss  Margaret  Sher- 
wood, author  of  "An  experiment  in  altruism," 
recently  published  by  Macmillan. 

Ueber  Spaltungen  und  Unabhangigkeit  in  der 
Kirche  Christi.  The  Reformed  Church  Messen- 
ger of  June  20  is  the  authority  that  Rev.  Dr. 
Henry  Harbaugh  is  the  author  of  a  little  German 
book,  "  Ueber  Spaltungen  und  Unabhangigkeit 
in  der  Kirche  Christi."  The  book  was  printed 
by  Kuhn  and  Haas,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  1863. 
Dr.  Harbaugh  wrote  a  number  of  books  In  Eng- 
lish. "  Heaven,"  "  Heavenly  recognition  of 
friends,"  and  "  Harfe  "  (dialect  poems)  are  some 
of  his  best-known  works.  —  S:  H.  RANCK. 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT  GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY  RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new,  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the  Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.    Second-hand 

Catalogues  by  early  Mails,  and  no  Commission  charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

No  expensive  sub-agencies  at  borne  or  abroad.  Foreign  books  on  easy  terms 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others : 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,   Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 

BIPiDIXG. 

Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.    Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.    Superior 
'Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old  Books.     Calf  Extra  in  Every  Variety. 
Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law 
Books  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  In  Cloth.     Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 
dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  In 
Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faitnfulness  to  the  interests  of 
bis  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen's  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  We»t,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  Iowa  State  Agricultural  Colltgt. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  feel  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake." — MELVIL  DEWEY,  ^>tate  Library^  Ntw  York. 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 

MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL    TERMS  FOR  LARGE  ORDERS. 


'58 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


'95 


BlBllographlcal  Publications. 

For  all  American  books  as  they  appear,  take  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY;  for  an  hour's 
glance  each  month  at  the  important  books  and  magazine  papers,  take  THE  LITERARY  NEWS ; 
for  library  matters  take  THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL;  for  magazine  articles  in  general,  consult 
THE  ANNUAL  LITERARY  INDEX  ;  for  books  in  print  or  issued  of  late  years,  see  the  AMERI- 
CAN and  ANNUAL  CATALOGUES. 


THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY.  Estab- 
lished in  1872,  with  which  was  incorporated  the  Ameri- 
can Literary  Gazette  and  Publishers'  Circular  (estab- 
lished in  1852),  by  purchase  from  Mr.  George  W. 
Childs.  Recognized  as  the  representative  of  the  pub- 
lishing and  bookselling  interests  in  the  United  States. 
Contains  full  weekly  record  of  American  publications, 
with  monthly  indexes,  etc.  Subscription,  $3.00  per  an- 
num, postpaid ;  single  nos.,  to  cts.,  postpaid. 

THE  LITERARY  NEWS.  An  Eclectic  Re- 
Tiew  of  Current  Literature.  Published  monthly,  and 
containing  the  freshest  news  concerning  books  and 
authors ;  lists  of  new  publications ;  reviews  and  critical 
comments ;  characteristic  extracts ;  sketches  and  anec- 
dotes of  authors ;  courses  of  reading ;  bibliographical 
references ;  prominent  topics  of  the  magazines ;  portraits 
of  authors,  and  illustrations  from  the  newest  books, 
etc.,  etc.  Subscription,  fi.oo  per  annum,  postpaid; 
single  nos.,  10  cts. 

THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL.  Monthly.  Of- 
ficial Organ  of  the  American  Library  Association. 
Established  in  1876.  Subscription,  $5.00  per  annum, 
postpaid ;  single  nos.,  50  cents.  (THE  LITERARY 
NEWS  it  sent  fret  t»  subscribers  ef  THE  LIBRARY  JOUR- 
NAL.) 

THE  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE  of  books  in 
print  and  for  sale  (including  reprints  and  importations) 
July  i,  1876.  Compiled  (under  the  direction  of  F. 
LBYPOLDT)  by  LYNDS  E.  JONES.  Subject-volume,  4to, 
half  morocco,  $15.00.  Author-anti-title  volume  is 
out  of  print^\ 

THE    AMERICAN     CATALOGUE,     1876- 

1884.  Books  recorded  (including  reprints  and  impor- 
tations) July  i,  i876-June  30, 1884.  Compiled,  under 
the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOWKER,  by  Miss  A.  I. 
AFPLETON.  410,  half  morocco.  [Out  of  print. ~\ 

AflERICAN  CATALOGUE,  i884-9o.    Com- 

piled,  under  the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOWKER, 
by  Miss  A.  I.  APPLBTON  and  others.  410,  half  leather, 
$15.00. 

AflERICAN  CATALOGUE,  1890-1895.    In 

preparation. 

THE  ANNUAL  AflERICAN  CATALOGUE. 

Being  the  full  titles,  with  descriptive  notes,  of  all  books 
recorded  in  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  during  the  cal- 
endar year,  with  author,  title  and  subject  index,  pub- 
lishers' annual  lists  and  directory  of  publishers.  Pub- 
lished annually  since  1886.  8vo,  net,  sheets,  $3.00;  half 
morocco,  $3.50. 


THE  ANNUAL  LITERARY  INDEX,  includ- 
ing Periodicals,  American  and  English  Essays,  Book- 
Chapters,  etc.,  Special  Bibliographies  and  Necrology  of 
Authors.  Edited  by  W.  I.  FLETCHER  and  R.  R.  BOW- 
KER, with  the  co-operation  of  members  of  the  American 
Library  Association  and  of  the  Library  Journal  staff. 
8*,  cloth,  $3.50. 

THE  PUBLISHERS'  TRADE  LIST  AN- 
NUAL. Large  8vo,  with  "  Duplex  Index,"  net,  $2.00. 
Contains: 

i.  THE  LATEST  CATALOGUES  or  AMERICAN  PUBLISHERS 
arranged  alphabetically  by  firm-names. 

a.  THE  EDUCATIONAL  CATALOGUE. — (Ptr  dtscriptitn  stt 
be  loin.) 

3.  A  complete  short-title  list  of  all  books  recorded  in 
THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  from  July  to  June,  arranged 
so  that  every  book  on  record  can  be  found,  whether  it 
is  looked  for  under  author,  title  or  subject. 

THE  AMERICAN  EDUCATIONAL  CATA- 
LOGUE includes  a  price-list  of  all  the  text-books  in 
use  in  the  United  States,  arranged  alphabetical/  by 
author's  or  editor's  name,  and  a  detailed  subject- 
index,  refetring  from  each  specific  subject  to  authors 
of  books  on  that  subject.  Price,  separately,  leath- 
erette, 50  cts. 

THE  ENGLISH  CATALOGUE  [Annual]  con- 
taining a  complete  list  of  all  the  books  published  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  calendar  year,  with  in- 
dex to  subjects.  A  continuation  of  the  London  and 
British  Catalogues.  [London :  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
&  Co.]  8vo,  paper,  net,  $1.50.  THE  ENGLISH  CATA- 
LOGUE and  THE  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE  bound 
in  one  volume,  half  eather,  $5.00. 

HANDY  LIST  OF  AMERICAN  PUBLISH- 
ERS. A  comprehensive  list  of  all  the  book-publishing 
houses  in  the  United  States  in  business  at  the  present 
time.  The  street  address  is  given  in  nearly  every 
case,  and  the  abbreviation  under  which  the  firm's  books 
are  entered  in  the  "American  Catalogue,"  1884-90. 
92  pp.,  printed  on  one  side  only,  i6mo  flexible  cloth, 
$2.00. 

A  CATALOGUE  OF  U.  S.  GOVERNHENT 

PUBLICATIONS.  July  i,  1884,  to  June  30,  1890. 
Compiled,  under  the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOW- 
KER, by  J.  H.  HICKCOX.  32  pp.,  410,  pap.,  fi.oo. 

THE    SUNDAY-SCHOOL    LIBRARY.      By 

Rev.  A.  E.  DUNNING.    i6mo,  cloth,  60  cts. 

CASPAR'S  DIRECTORY  of  the  Book,  News 

and  Stationery  Trades,  Wholesale  and  Retail.  1450 
pp.,  8*,  hf.  bd.,  $12.00,  net. 

THE  PROFESSION  OF  BOOKSELLING: 

a  handbook  of  practical  hints  for  the  apprentice  and 
bookseller.  By  A.  GROWOLL,  managing  editor  of  THE 
PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  and  author  of  "  A  Bookseller's 
Library."  Pt.  i.  8»,  bds.,  $2.00.  (Ttut  concluding 
parts  in  preparation.) 


Address  the  OFFICE  OF  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

P.  O.  Box  943.  59  Duane  Street,  New  York. 
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HICCINS'    AMERICAN    DRAWING    INKS 

(Established  1880) 
Are  the  Standard  Liquid  Drawing  Inks  of  the  World. 

They  are  used  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  Schools,  Colleges  and  Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths  of  the  professional  draughtsmen  of  this  country  use  no 
other  drawing  ink. 

Jo.  Pennell  says  of  the  Black  Ink  :  "  There  is  no  ink  equal  to  it  for  half 
a  dozen  reasons.  From  the  time  you  open  the  bottle  until  you  have  put  all 
its  contents  on  paper  you  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  it." 

A.  B.  Frost  says  :  "  I  use  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  it  is  certainly  the  best." 

BLACKS. — Two  kinds  :  Waterproof,  white  label  (insoluble  when  dry) ; 
and  General,  red  label  (soluble). 

COLORS.— Carmine,  Scarlet,  Vermilion,  Brick  Red,  Blue,  Yellow, 
Green,  Orange,  Brown,  Indigo,  Violet. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(Settles  by  mail,  prepaid,  thirty-five  cents  each.    Color  Card  thawing  actual  inks  free.) 

HICCINS'   PHOTO   MOUNTER. 

The  new  adhesive  for  mounting  photographs,  etc.,  tissue  and  scrap- 
book  work,  and  general  use  as  a  substitute  for  mucilage,  over  which  it  has 
many  advantages  due  to  its  superiority  and  economy  in  use.  Not  a  starch 
or  flour  paste,  but  a  Vegetable  Glue,  semi-fluid,  of  soft  and  unctuous  con- 
sistency, pure  white  color,  and  free  from  lumps.  Perfectly  homogeneous, 
and  hence  the  water  never  separates  from  the  pulp,  leaving  the  latter  to 
shrivel  up,  as  occurs  in  all  common  pastes.  Spreads  smoothly  and  uni- 
formly, adheres  at  once  and  dries  quickly.  Will  not  warp,  cockle  nor  strike 
through,  nor  change  the  tone  nor  injure  mounts.  Requires  "no  prepara- 
tion— always  ready  for  use. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(3  ox.  jar,  prepaid  ~by  mail,  for  thirty  cents.) 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs.,  170  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 

LONDON  OFFICE:  106  CHARING  CROSS  ROAD. 


JOHN  MURPHY  &  CO.'S  Publications. 


SATOL.LI.  Loyalty  to  Church  and 
State.  The  Addresses  and  Speeches  of 
ARCHBISHOP  SATOLLI,  DELEGATE  APOSTOLIC. 
One  vol.,  I2mo,  cloth,  250  pages,  portrait, 
$1.25. 

The  Addresses  and  Speeches  contained  in  this  volume 
were  delivered  by  His  Excellency  Most  Rev.  Francis 
Satolli,  Archbishop  of  Lepanto,  Papal  Delegate  to  the 
U.  S.,  since  his  arrival  in  America;  and  are  published 
with  his  sanction. 

CARDINAL  GIBBONS.    The  Faith 

of  Our  Fathers.     By  JAMES  CARDINAL 
GIBBONS.    i6mo,  cloth,  $1.00  ;  paper,  50  cents. 

A  explanation  and  vindication  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church  founded  by  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  46th  edition. 
2-foth  thousand. 

CARDINAL  GIBBONS.  Our  Chris- 
tian Heritage.  By  JAMES  CARDINAL 
GIHBONS.  i2mo,  cloth,  $1.00,  net;  cloth 
gilt,  $1.50,  net. 

A  book  for  to-day,  when  the  world  is  fast  dividing 
into  two  camps  under  the  banners  of  faith  and  doubt. 
A  worthy  companion  to  "  The  Faith  of  Our  Fathers." 


SPALDING.  History  of  the  Protes- 
tant Reformation,  In  Germany,  Switz- 
erland, England,  Ireland,  Scotland.The  Nether- 
lands, France,  and  Northern  Europe.  In  a 
series  of  essays  ;  reviewing  D'Aubigne,  Men- 
zel,  Hallam,  Prescott,  Ranke,  and  others. 
By  Rev.  M.  I.  SPALDING,  D.D.,  late  Arch- 
bishop of  Baltimore.  One  vol.,  royal  octavo, 
extra  cloth,  $3.50. 

BALME.     European  Civilization. 

Protestantism  and  Catholicity  compared  in 
their  effects  upon  the  civilization  of  Europe. 
By  Rev.  JAMES  BALMES.  Nineteenth  edition. 
One  vol.,  octavo,  cloth,  portrait,  $3.00. 

DAHLGREN.  Social -Official  Eti- 
quette of  the  United  States.  By 

Mrs.  M.  V.  DAHLGREN.  An  explanation  of 
the  forms  and  usages  that  prevail  in  social 
and  official  circles  at  Washington,  and  that 
govern  polite  society  everywhere.  121110, 
cloth,  gilt  top,  $1.00. 


JOHN  MURPHY  &  CO.,  Publishers,     -     Baltimore,  JIcI. 
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LONDON.  LEIPZIG.  PARIS. 

B.  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROADWAY,    NBW    YORK. 

(ESTABLISHED    1848.) 

FOREIGN   OFFICES  AT  LONDON,   LEIPZIG,  AND   PARIS. 
Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 

College   and    Public  Libraries. 
SPECIAL,   TERMS    FOR   LARGE   ORDERS. 


Terms  on  direct  application  for  the  supply  of  Foreign  and  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Weekly  shipments  by  the  fleetest  steamers  from  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Periodicals 
supplied  at  lower  rates  than  mail  copies  and  in  better  shape  for  binding. 

Rare  Books  and  Sets  of  Serials  procured  at  the  lowest  terms.  Regular  connections  with 
Central  and  South  America  and  all  Oriental  countries. 

Binding  done  here  and  abroad  in  every  style. 

Auction  Sales  attended  to. 

The  Catalogues  of  Foreign  Dealers — English,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish — fur- 
nished on  application. 

Monthly  Bulletins  of  New  Books  issued  regularly. 

With  the  help  of  a  most  complete  Bibliographical  Outfit  in  all  languages  and  on  all  subjects, 
and  the  experience  of  many  years  in  this  particular  line,  estimates  can  be  furnished  promptly  and 
information  given  on  topics  of  interest  to  Librarians. 

Telegraphic  Address :      ¥- ¥  ^L/^'T^Hf  ¥-7  D   \.  TV!     jC*     C* T\  Code  in  Use: 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON,    j     It    J\J  1  dVf\l^l     Ok.    WVJ««      UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816. 

A  Monthly  Catalogue  «f  Second-Hand  Books,    Specimen  Number  post  free. 


14O  Strand,  W.  C.,  and  37  Piccadilly,  W.  :  London 

KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO., 


PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRARY  AGENTS, 

Having  extensive  experience  in  supplying  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  MUSEUMS,  GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS,  etc.,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Miscellaneous  Requisites,  Books  (New  and 
Second-hand),  or  Periodicals  in  all  Languages,  offer  their  Services  to  LIBRARIANS,  SECRE- 
TARIES, AND  OTHERS.  Careful  attention  given  to  every  detail.  Exceptional  Facilities  for 
obtaining  Foreign  and  Scarce  Books.  BINDING  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  UNDERTAKEN.  Periodicals 
and  Newspapers  Promptly  Supplied  as  issued.  Books  Shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  World  at  Lowest 
Rates. 

TERMS  ON  APPLICATION.  ALSO  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES,  HANDBOOKS,  ETC. 
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A  Reprint  of  Poetry  and 
Prose  for  Book  Lovers, 
chosen  in  part  from  scarce 
editions  and  sources  not 
generally  known.  .  .  . 


Sibdot. 

Price,  5  Cents. 
50  Cents,  Net,  a  Year. 

Foreign  Subscriptions, 


75  cents,  net. 


Printed  for  Thomas  B. 
Mosher  and  Published  by 
him  at  37  Exchange  St., 
Portland,  Maine.  .  .  . 


THE  BIBELOT  is  issued  monthly,  beautifully  printed  on  white  laid  paper,  uncut,  old  style  blue 
wrapper,  in  size  a  small  quarto,  (5  x  6),  24  to  32  pages  of  text,  and  will  be  sent  postpaid 
on  receipt  of  subscription.  Remit  (preferably)  by  P.  O.  Money  Order. 

Librarians  will  do  well  to  have  one  or  more  sets  of  The  Bibelot  on  file  before  the  early  numbers  are 
advanced  in  price. 

THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO., 

5  and  7  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York, 

r*l  AKE  a  specialty  of  supplying  public,  private,  and  school  LIBRARIES,  for  which 
*•  *  they  have  exceptional  facilities  through  their  connection  with  many  of  the  largest  houses 
as  special  agents,  and  by  carrying  the  stock  of  all  American  Publishers. 

They  are  pleased  to  give  estimates  at  lowest  rates  on  lists  of  proposed  purchases,  and 
solicit  correspondence  with  Librarians  and  other  bookbuyers. 

This  house  is  characterized  by  its  Promptness,  Carefulness,  and  I,o\v 
Prices. 

There  will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  application  a  topically  arranged  General  Library  List 
selected  from  the  books  of  all  publishers. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


AK7  ANTED. — A  position  as  librarian,  by  a  woman  hav- 
ing four  years'  practical   experience   in  library 
work.    Competent  to  take  charge.    Address  D.,  care  of 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 


(CATALOGUER.  Gentleman  with  upwards  of  ten 
years'  experience  in  bibliographical  work,  and  who 
has  taken  a  special  course  in  the  Library  School,  wants 
position  as  cataloguer  in  a  university  or  other  large  li- 
brary. Holds  at  present  such  position  in  large  library  in 
New  York.  Position  in  charge  of  catalogue  preferred. 
Cataloguing  acquaintance  with  most  European  lan- 
guages ;  familiar  with  European  literature  ;  specialist  in 
the  literature  of  philology,  natural  sciences,  and  social 
science.  A.  J.,  care  of  LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

The  Reference  Catalogue 

Of  Current  (English)  Literature. 


1  VOI*.,   HA-Iiir    BOUND,  NET,  $3.5O. 
(Subject  to  raise  in  price.) 


The  new  edition  of  the  above  (the  English  publishers' 
trade  list)  for  1894  is  larger  and  more  complete  than  any 
former  issue.  The  Index,  also,  is  much  more  copious, 
containing  about  90,000  entries.  Orders  for  the  United 
States  will  be  supplied  by 

The  Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

59  Duane  Street),  New  York. 


The 
Annual 

Literary  Index, 
1894, 

complements  the  "Annual  American  Catalogue"  of 
books  published  in  1894,  by  indexing  (i)  articles  in 
periodicals  published  in  1894 ;  (a)  essays  and  book-chap- 
ters in  composite  books  of  1894 ;  (3)  authors  of  periodical 
articles  and  essays ;  (4)  special  bibliographies  of  1894 ; 
(5)  authors  deceased  in  1894,  and,  in  its  special  features, 
supplements  "Poolers  Index  to  Periodical  Literature, 
i887-'92,"  and  the  "  A.  L.  A.  Index  to  General  Litera- 
ture." 

•  •     • 

One  octavo  volume,  cloth,  $3.50. 

•  •    • 

Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

59  DUANB  STREET, 
P.  O.  Box  943  NEW  YORK. 
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LONDON:  PARIS:  LE1P«tG: 

3O  WELLINGTON  ST.,  STRAND.       76  RUE  DE  RENNES.  HOSPITAL  SIR.  10. 

GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  for  Colleges  &  Libraries 

810    BROADWAY,    NEW    YORK, 

(TWO  DOORS  ABOVE  GRACE  CHURCH) 

begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 
clerks  at  London,  Paris  and  Leipzig.  He  has  open  accounts 
with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His  experience  enables  him  to  give  information  at  once  about 
rare  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany^  and 
can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


"Mr.  Stechert  has  for  years  furnished  this  Library  with  most  of  its  periodicals  and  European  books,  and  has  bought  for  us 
many  thousand  volumes.  Mr.  Stechert's  success  is  due  to  his  constant  personal  attention  to  the  business,  and  the  reasonable 
terms  he  is  able  to  offer.  I  consider  a  New  York  agent  far  preferable  to  reliance  on  foreign  agents  alone." 

GEO.  H.  BAKER,  Librarian  of  Columbia  College^  New  York. 


"  Seven  years  ago,  in  reorganizing  the  Columbia  College  library,  I  spent  much  time  in  trying  to  discover  how  to  get  out 
foreign  books  and  periodicals  with  the  least  delay,  trouble  and  expense.  The  result  of  the  comparison  of  three  methods,  viz : 
ordering  direct  from  foreign  dealers,  ordering  through  one  agent  in  London,  or  ordering  through  one  agent  in  New  York  showed 
us  that  it  was  to  our  advantage  to  give  Mr.  Stechert  all  our  foreign  orders,  as  he  delivered  in  the  library  in  a  single  package 
and  with  a  single  bill  at  as  Jow  cost  as  we  were  able  with  vastly  greater  trouble,  to  get  a  half  dozen  different  packages  in  differ- 
ent bills  from  different  places.  In  reorganizing  the  New  York  State  Library,  I  opened  the  whole  question  anew,  and  the  result 
of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr,  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders." 

MELVIL  DEWEV,  Director  of  If.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


"  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  New  York  h 


Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  ofAdelbert  College^  Cleveland^  O. 


ERNEST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  »f  College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton^  N.J. 


"  Our_  library  committee  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.    You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dolla/s,  but  havt 
ihown  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you. ' ' 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester  ^N.  K 

GUSTAV    EX    STBCHKRT, 

kOMDON.        PARIS.        LEIPZIG.         NEW  YORK. 
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The  Rudolph  Index er 
and  Index  er  Books. 


A  Boon  Especially  for  Librarians  and  Booksellers, 


ALSO    FOR 


Large  Newspapers,  Official  Recorders,  Abstract  Firms,  Publishers, 
Courts  of  Law — in  short,  for  all  purposes  where  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
alphabetical  lists  of  names  to  which  new  names  are  constantly  being 
added. 

The  only  competitor  of  the  RUDOLPH  INDEXER  SYSTEM 
is  the  OLD  CARD  CATALOGUE  which  was  adopted  about  40  years  ago. 
Can  you  think  of  anything  else  in  which  there  has  been  no  improve 
ment  in  40  years  ? 

Time  saved  over  card  system,  say  three-fourths. 

Money  saved  over  card  system,  say  two-thirds. 

Patience  saved  over  the  card  system,  beyond  computation. 

Compare  looking  for  a  word  and  its  meaning  in  an  Unabridged 
Dictionary,  and  for  the  same  word  in  the  latest  Card  Index  drawer, 
and  you  have  about  the  difference  between  the  old  card  system  and 
the  Rudolph  Indexer. 

PLEASE  SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE  AND  PRICES. 


THOMAS    KANE    &    CO., 

137    Wabash    Avenue,    Chicago. 
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THE  board  of  women  managers  of  the  Cotton 
States  and  International  Exposition,  which  is  to 
open  in  Atlanta  in  September  next,  has  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  of  which  Anne  Wallace  is  chair- 
woman, with  special  reference  to  library  rela- 
tions. This  committee  desires  to  make  a  model 
library  a  feature  of  the  exposition  and  it  has 
been  suggested  that  it  would  be  proper  for 
the  Bureau  of  Education  to  loan  the  model  li- 
brary collected  by  the  A.  L.  A.  and  exhibited 
in  Chicago  in  1893.  Whether  or  not  this  be 
practicable,  it  is  very  desirable  that  this  oppor- 
tunity should  be  utilized  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  South  to  the  importance  of  the  public  li- 
brary movement.  With  the  exception  of  the 
Howard  Library  in  New  Orleans,  there  have  been 
few  evidences  that  the  South  has  caught  the 
spirit  of  the  modern  library  movement.  There  is 
no  part  of  the  country  in  which  public  progress 
could  be  better  served  by  a  development  of  free 
libraries  than  in  the  South,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  all  possible  co-operation  will  be  given  to 
Miss  Wallace,  who  is  the  librarian  of  the  Young 
Men's  Library  of  Atlanta,  to  show  to  the  South 
what  advantages  may  be  gained  by  a  local  free 
library  in  each  important  centre  of  population. 


IT  has  been  generally  understood  that  the  in- 
vestigation on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  Library  of  Congress  im- 
plies no  reflection  upon  Mr.  Spofford,  except  a 
failure  to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  library  in 
the  accurate  shape  required  by  government  rou- 
tine. As  the  Publishers'  Weekly  has  said  — 
"Mr.  Spofford  has  always  made  the  mistake  of 
actlngashisown  office  boy  —  or  mailing  clerk — 
overlooking  the  fact  that  no  executive  in  charge 
of  such  extensive  machinery  as  that  of  the  li- 
brary of  Congress  and  the  Copyright  Office  musj 
be,  can  afford  to  do  his  own  detail  work."  This 
investigation  is,  however,  doing  some  service  in 
calling  public  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
methods  of  the  Library  of  Congress  are  not  fully 
up  to  the  times.  Now  that  the  new  building  is 
nearly  ready  for  occupancy,  there  will  be  no 
longer  the  old  reason  for  that  library  falling 
below  the  modern  standards  of  administration 
and  usefulness,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  with 


the  broadening  of  its  physical  environment  there 
will  also  be  a  broadening  of  the  spirit  of  ad- 
ministration. It  would  seem  that  even  before 
the  present  library  is  completely  finished,  the 
present  congestion  should  be  relieved  by  occupy- 
ing the  space  which  is  practically  ready,  and  it 
may  be  suggested  also  that  it  would  be  very  fit- 
ting should  room  be  found  in  the  basement  of 
the  new  building  for  handling  the  government 
documents  during  the  trying  period  when  the 
vast  accumulation  stored  here  and  there  through- 
out Washington  has  to  be  sorted,  distributed, 
or  otherwise  disposed  of.  Mr.  Spofford  has  a 
splendid  opportunity  before  him  to  do  a  large 
public  service  by  making  the  most  of  his  new 
building  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  we 
trust  he  will  not  fail  to  improve  it. 


THE  work  done  by  the  University  of  the  State 
of  New  York  in  furthering  library  development 
in  that  state  is  admirably  set  forth  by  Mr.  East- 
man in  the  present  issue  of  the  JOURNAL.  New 
York  has  never  ranked  with  Massachusetts  and 
other  New  England  states  in  number  of  li- 
braries; but  the  work  accomplished  by  the 
regents  within  the  past  three  or  four  years 
has  brought  it  to  the  front  in  organization 
and  efficiency.  In  that  time  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  an  excellent  standard  for 
the  libraries  of  the  state,  in  largely  awakening 
public  interest  in  the  subject,  in  reorganizing 
somnolent  institutions  and  in  establishing  li- 
braries in  many  cities  and  towns.  The  admira- 
ble example  that  has  been  set  in  this  special 
field  by  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  other 
states  has  within  the  present  year  had  effect  on 
several  other  states,  and  this  influence  will  un- 
doubtedly widen  and  strengthen  with  time. 
There  is,  indeed,  a  wide  field  for  such  influence. 
State  libraries,  as  a  rule,  fall  much  below  ac- 
cepted library  standards  and  fail  to  utilize  the 
possibilities  before  them.  This  has  been  shown 
with  special  force  in  the  compilation  of  the 
bibliography  of  state  publications,  forming  an 
appendix  to  the  American  Catalog  of  1890-95. 
The  preparation  of  this  material  has  been 
a  labor  of  time  and  tribulation,  and,  though 
there  has  been  a  notable  improvement  over  the 
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conditions  of  five  years  since,  the  work  on  the 
present  list  has  nevertheless  been  hampered  by 
difficulty  in  obtaining  satisfactory  responses  — 
or  any  responses  at  all  —  from  state  librarians  in 
the  South,  Southwest  and  West.  Certainly  the 
collection,  organization,  and  arrangement  of 
state  publications  is  an  essential  function  of  a 
state  library,  and  this  is  practicable  when  ex- 
tensive machinery,  such  as  that  of  New  York,  is 
out  of  the  question.  The  need  of  better  organ- 
ization and  more  esprit  de  corps  among  state  li- 
brarians might  profitably  be  emphasized  at  the 
Denver  Conference,  and  we  would  suggest  that 
the  A.  L.  A.  exert  its  influence  at  that  conference 
to  raise  the  standard  of  library  efficiency  among 
those  states  that  have  not  yet  felt  the  spirit  of 
the  times  in  this  respect. 


NEWS  comes  from  Oshkosh,  Wis. ,  of  a  library 
bequest  that  is  in  a  way  a  good  example  of  "  how 
not  to  do  it."  The  sum  of  $50,000  is  left  to 
the  town  in  trust,  for  the  purpose  of  "  founding 
and  maintaining  perpetually  a  public  library," 
provided,  however,  that  within  three  years  an 
equal  sum  be  raised  by  the  city,  the  citizens,  or 
any  person  or  persons,  to  be  devoted  to  the 
same  purpose.  Under  this  condition  it  seems 
unlikely  that  the  bequest  will  ever  be  put  to  any 
practical  use.  The  legacy  in  itself  is  enough  to 
establish  an  attractive  and  adequate  library 
building  and  leave  something  over  for  books, 
while  a  provision  requiring  future  support  by 
the  town  with  perhaps  a  minimum  limit  of  in- 
come, would  have  fully  met  the  problem  of 
maintenance.  It  is,  of  course,  just  and  wise 
that  the  givers  of  important  benefactions 
should  stimulate  generosity  in  others  by  requir- 
ing additional  bequests  or  local  support,  but 
such  provisions  when  too  onerous,  will  generally 
result  in  defeating  the  original  purpose  of  the 
giver.  Indeed,  it  becomes  more  and  more  evi- 
dent in  all  fields  of  public  work  that  bequests,  to 
be  thoroughly  effective,  should  be  left  as  free  as 
proper  safeguards  admit,  a  principle  that  finds 
apt  illustration  in  England,  where  the  work  of 
some  of  the  largest  and  best-intentioned  chari- 
ties is  hampered  and  crippled  by  testamentary 
restrictions.  In  the  Oshkosh  case  the  condition 
will  not  improbably  render  the  entire  bequest 
void;  though  there  remains  the  consoling  possi- 
bility that  the  tentative  legacy  will  awaken  pub- 
lic interest  in  the  subject  and  result  indirectly  in 
the  establishing,  through  local  effort,  of  a  public 
library  on  a  smaller  but  no  less  useful  scale. 


(Communications. 


THE  ASSISTANT— WHY  ANONYMOUS  f 

JUST  a  word  in  comment  on  the  "Anonymous 
Assistant"  article,  with  which  I  have  much 
sympathy  though  not  entire  agreement. 

It  seems  to  me  very  doubtful  whether  work  of 
real  originality  and  value  is  often  hidden  long 
under  the  veil  of  anonymity,  unless,  indeed,  the 
worker  is  possessed  of  a  kind  and  degree  of 
modesty  which  is,  in  itself,  a  symptom  of  in- 
herent weakness  of  character. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  assistant  has,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  the  stick  in  her  own  hands,  to  use 
the  vernacular.  If  her  trustees  do  not  see  that 
the  value  received  is  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
expenditure  involved  in  sending  her  to  the  A. 
L.  A.  meetings,  let  her  go  at  her  own  expense, 
not  only  in  money,  but,  if  necessary,  of  the 
more  precious  vacation  days.  To  do  this  may 
need  self-denial;  it  will  even,  in  some  cases,  in- 
volve real  hardships;  but  it  is,  to  my  mind  (and 
my  experience  too),  a  business  investment  for 
which  hard-headed  common-sense  will  see  the 
necessity,  and  for  which  it  will  consequent- 
ly find  the  way.  When  this  has  been  done 
once  or  twice,  if  she  has  real  capacity,  bright- 
ness and  originality,  the  brethren  of  the  pro- 
fession (if  not  the  sisters)  will  not  fail  to  recognize 
and  covet  these  qualities  for  their  own  staffs. 
This  will  involve  for  the  assistant  opportunities 
which  will  call  the  attention  of  her  chief  and  her 
trustees  to  her  real  and  her  market  value;  or 
else  send  her  to  "  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new," 
where  the  growing  thing  may  have  sunshine  and 
room. 

In  short,  I  haven't  much  opinion  of  the  candle 
which  doesn't  burn  the  bushel. 

ONE  WHO   HAS  BEEN  THERE. 

LIBRARY  ADVERTISING  IN  STREET  CARS. 

Is  it  not  practicable  to  use  the  advertising 
spaces  in  the  street-cars  as  a  means  of  bringing 
library  matters  before  the  public?  Every  one 
knows  how  wearisome  it  is  to  read  again  and 
again  —  in  spite  of  one's  determination  not  to 
do  so  —  the  advertisements  of  patent  medicines, 
soaps,  ribbons,  lamps,  etc.  Why  not  use  some 
of  the  spaces  to  call  attention  to  the  location  of 
the  library  and  the  hours  of  opening  and  closing  ? 
Perhaps  it  would  be  possible,  if  the  library  is  in  a 
town  or  small  city  where  frequent  changes  would 
not  be  necessary,  to  bulletin  some  of  the  new 
books,  or  books  on  a  special  subject.  Ten  or  fif- 
teen titles,  with  their  call  numbers,  could  be  given 
in  the  ordinary  space  allotted  to  a  street-car  ad- 
vertisement and  in  type  easily  readable  to  the 
passengers  sitting  opposite. 

MARGARET  D.  MCGUFFEY. 

j  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 
"(         Boston. 

A    CORRECTION. 

IN  the  article  on  "The  public  use  of  college 
libraries,"  (L.  j.,  July),  there  is  a  misprint  in 
the  paragraph  on  the  University  of  Rochester. 
Instead  of  1871,  read  1877.  S:  H.  RAKCK. 

1  ENOCH  PRATT  FREE  LIBRARY, 
Baltimore. 
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THE  LIBRARY  WORK  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.* 
By  W :  R.  EASTMAN,  Public  libraries  division,   U.  S.  N.  Y. 


THE  University  of  the  State  of  New  York  is 
a  supervisory  and  administrative,  not  a  teach- 
ing institution.  It  is  a  state  department,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  federation  of  over  600  institu- 
tions of  higher  and  secondary  education.  It 
visits  them  officially,  and  they  report  to  the 
university.  Their  academic  and  professional 
work  is  tested  by  university  examinations. 

The  university  law  of  1892,  besides  being  a 
compilation  and  revision  of  former  laws,  gave 
new  and  special  prominence  to  the  establish- 
ment of  public  libraries  to  be  recognized  as  part 
of  this  educational  system,  and  therefore  to 
hold  the  charter  and  be  under  visitation  of  the 
university.  An  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  the 
benefit  of  free  libraries  being  voted  the  same 
year,  the  library  work  was,  for  the  first  time, 
definitely  organized. 

This  work  is  carried  on  along  six  lines: 

1.  Ascertaining  library  facts  by  annual  reports 
and  official  inspection. 

2.  Giving  advice  and  instruction  on  request. 

3.  Organizing  and  chartering  libraries. 

4.  Distributing  public  library  money. 

5.  Lending  small  libraries  for  a  limited  time. 

6.  Preparing  and  revising  lists  of  best  books. 
I.  Reports.    Acquaintance  with  the  facts  is  the 

foundation  of  all  scientific  work.  The  law  pro- 
vides that  every  library  exempt  from  taxation 
shall  report  to  the  university.  Exemption  means 
that  the  state  recognizes  the  public  library  as  a 
public  benefit,  and  this  implies  an  undoubted 
right  on  the  part  of  the  state  to  know  whether 
each  collection  of  books  claiming  the  privilege 
is  a  true  public  library  or  not.  If  it  is  a  private 
business  carried  on  for  gain,  it  has  no  more  claim 
on  the  favor  of  the  state  than  the  business  of  a 
bookseller. 

The  report  blank  used  by  the  university  covers 
the  following  facts:  the  name,  location,  and  date 
of  foundation  of  each  library;  the  present  num- 
ber of  volumes  and  number  of  additions  by  gift 
and  purchase  during  the  past  year;  the  number 
of  volumes  issued  for  home  use  and  for  refer- 
ence; the  number  of  days  the  library  has  been 
open  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  hours 
of  opening  fixed  by  rule  for  each  week;  the  re- 
ceipts of  money  and  from  what  sources;  the 

*Read  at  meetings  of  N.  Y.  L.  A.,  New  York,  Jan.  it, 
1895,  and  Buffalo,  May  17, 1895. 


payments  of  money  and  for  what  general  pur- 
poses; class  of  books,  ownership  and  control, 
support,  terms  of  use,  and  nara«  of  librarian. 
These  facts  are  by  no  means  exhaustive,  but 
when  obtained  they  will  enable  us  to  count  the  li- 
braries by  classes,  summarize  their  total  volumes, 
additions  and  circulation,  and,  looking  over  the 
state,  to  locate  its  library  resources  and  needs 
with  some  intelligent  idea  of  the  situation. 

The  next  step  was  to  compile  a  mailing  list. 
A  number  of  partial  lists  of  New  York  libraries 
have  appeared  in  the  last  few  years,  but  not  one 
that  was  entirely  reliable.  From  all  sources  ac- 
cessible an  experimental  list  was  made  and  used, 
with  the  result  of  sending  report  blanks  to  many 
institutions  that  had  no  libraries  to  speak  of, 
and  would  not  have  been  asked  to  report  if  the 
facts  had  been  known.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
great  many  libraries  have  been  omitted,  for, 
after  three  years  of  collecting  statistics,  a  week 
seldom  passes  without  bringing  to  notice  some 
library  not  previously  known  to  the  department. 
It  is  esteemed  a  kindness  when  correspondents 
send  in  the  names  of  unrecorded  libraries.  Re- 
turns from  700  libraries  having  each  300  or  more 
volumes  will  soon  be  published. 

The  failure  to  obtain  more  complete  returns 
will  be  understood  by  any  collector  who  has 
tried  to  gather  statistics  by  mail.  In  some  cases 
the  circulars  of  inquiry  reach  the  library  when 
officers  are  absent  on  vacation,  and  afterwards 
are  overlooked  through  stress  of  work.  Some 
librarians  find  it  difficult  to  make  their  own  ac- 
counts conform  to  the  end  of  the  academic 
year  and  postpone  answering  till  too  late.  Some 
find  their  accounts  in  so  loose  a  condition  that 
they  do  not  care  to  report.  Some  reports  are 
written  by  librarians,  referred  to  treasurers, 
pigeon-holed  by  trustees,  and  forgotten.  Some 
may  be  lost  in  the  mail.  Now  and  then  objec- 
tion is  made  from  a  constitutional  dislike  to  give 
account,  oran  ill-defined  dread  of  acknowledging 
responsibility  to  the  state  ;  and  many  mis- 
understandings of  the  purpose  and  scope  of  the 
report  hinder  the  full  response  for  which  we 
look.  The  aim  of  the  university  is  to  secure, 
for  the  common  good,  an  accurate  account  of 
library  facts  —  no  more  —  and  in  this  attempt  it 
bespeaks  the  good-will  and  co-operation  of  the 
librarians  of  the  state. 
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The  study  of  these  returns  will  bring  out 
some  points  of  marked  interest.  A  prominent 
fact  is  that  the  great  number  of  public  libraries 
in  this  state  are  to-day  in  the  care  of  the  school 
authorities.  The  legislation  of  1835  and  1838, 
when  New  York  began  to  push  the  public  li- 
brary idea  by  way  of  the  school  districts,  is  re- 
sponsible for  this.  The  libraries  then  founded 
were  district  libraries;  as  really  public  as 
the  town  libraries  of  New  Hampshire  or 
Massachusetts;  and  the  most  important  of 
them,  as  they  now  exist,  at  Newburgh,  Pough- 
keepsie,  Binghamton,  Rochester,  Brooklyn,  Os- 
wego,  Owego,  etc.,  while  managed  by  the 
school  boards,  are  practically  city  libraries.  But 
more  have  come  to  be  regarded  as  school  li- 
braries only,  in  which  the  public  have  little  or  no 
share. 

Out  of  704  libraries  reporting  for  1894,  321 
are  public;  that  is,  controlled  by  the  voters  or 
their  representatives.  Of  these,  280  are  in 
charge  of  school  authorities,  128  more  are  con- 
nected with  academies,  51  with  colleges,  and  86 
with  other  institutions.  This  leaves  159  to  in- 
clude all  those  managed  by  the  public  indepen- 
dent of  the  schools,  the  endowed  and  mercantile 
libraries,  and  professional  and  technical  collec- 
tions of  all  sorts.  The  great  libraries  of  the  state 
belong  to  the  class  of  endowed  or  mercantile. 

Counting  by  libraries,  not  by  volumes,  our 
books  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  teaching  in- 
stitutions, and,  to  a  large  extent,  are  gathered 
and  administered  with  reference  to  the  needs  of 
the  schools.  There  are  great  possibilities  for 
good  in  just  this  situation,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  there  are  public  interests  liable  to  be 
overlooked.  An  important  feature  of  the  legis- 
lation of  1892,  repeated  in  the  consolidated 
school  law  of  1894,  was  a  provision  for  dividing 
district  libraries  in  two  parts;  one  to  be  kept  by 
the  school  as  a  part  of  its  equipment,  and  the 
other,  the  circulating  part,  to  be  put  in  charge 
of  independent  trustees  as  the  beginning  of  a 
true  public  library.  This  law  has  contributed 
to  the  situation  with  which  the  university  has 
had  to  deal. 

In  comparing  the  report!  of  the  last  year  with 
those  previously  received,  it  has  been  interest- 
ing to  note  in  many  cases  a  serious  falling  off  in 
the  number  of  volumes,  indicating,  not  a  loss  of 
books,  but  a  tendency  to  count  more  carefully 
and  to  discriminate  against  worn  and  mutilated 
books  and  broken  sets  that  were  no  longer  fit  for 
service.  There  appear  also  in  the  reports 
frequent  apologies  for  imperfect  and  unsatisfac- 


tory work  and  promises  for  the  coming  year, 
stating  plans  of  enlargement  and  money  in  hand 
to  be  expended.  "  A  better  showing  for  next 
year,"  is  the  word.  These  things,  slight  as  they 
are,  mark  a  coming  revival  of  library  conscious- 
ness, starting  wkh  the  knowledge  that  some  one 
outside  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  each  library, 
and  proving  that  annual  reports  have  an  impor- 
tant power  and  place. 

Inspection.  Besides  the  ascertainment  of  facts 
by  reports,  the  university  inspector  has  the 
greater  advantage  of  visiting  the  libraries  to 
see  for  himself.  When  they  seek  the  privileges 
of  state  aid  it  becomes  his  official  duty  to  ex- 
amine their  quality,  work,  and  methods,  and 
report  thereon  as  a  condition  of  the  aid  to  be 
given;  and,  aside  from  such  a  necessary  office, 
he  has  found  the  most  cordial  welcome  every- 
where as  a  visitor.  A  call  to  a  particular  locality 
to  discharge  an  official  duty  will  often  open  the 
way  for  an  extended  library  acquaintance.  One 
city  library  that  must  be  inspected  furnishes  a 
reason  for  visiting  five  others  in  that  vicinity, 
with  the  possible  result  of  awakening  a  new 
library  interest  and  promoting  reorganization, 
consolidation,  or  library  enlargement  in"  many 
ways.  Those  in  charge  of  the  small  libraries 
will  admit  that  they  are  sometimes  lonely  for 
lack  of  sympathy  and  appreciation  of  their  work. 
The  inspector  finds  them  running  over  with 
questions.  They  want  to  know  how  things  are 
done  in  New  York  and  Albany,  and  how  they 
ought  to  be  done.  It  is  their  opportunity  for 
the  hour  to  touch  the  library  system  of  the 
state,  and  may  be  helpful  in  many  ways.  Often 
the  inspector  is  invited  to  meet  committees,  con- 
sult with  boards  of  education,  talk  over  library 
possibilities,  and  so  prepare  the  way  for  a  popu- 
lar public  library  movement.  In  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1894,  he  visited  62  libraries  in  27  dif- 
ferent counties,  and,  in  three  months  since  that 
date,  he  has  visited  51  others. 

2.  Advice  and  instruction.  Under  the  law  the 
state  library  is  open  to  library  questions  from 
any  librarian,  trustee,  or  other  citizen  interested 
to  ask.  The  questions  that  come  are  not  few, 
and  the  answers  are  not  always  easy.  Most  of 
the  letters  make  general  inquiries  as  to  methods 
of  establishinglibraries  and  arranging  the  books 
for  public  use,  and  particular  reguests  are  usually 
made  for  explanation  of  points  in  the  library 
law.  In  two  years,  correspondence  has  been 
held  with  over  400  places  regarding  library  in- 
terests, and  the  attempt  was  made  to  give  advice 
that  would  best  fit  the  varying  local  conditions, 
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Library  school.  Under  this  head  comes  also 
the  work  of  the  university  in  conducting  the  li- 
brary school,  with  its  corps  of  experienced 
teachers  and  its  30  students  pursuing  a  two  years' 
course,  crowned  for  the  honor  students  with 
well-earned  degrees  of  library  science. 

Expert  assistance.  Many  also  are  the  requests 
for  temporary  help  in  rearranging  and  catalog- 
ing libraries,  to  which  a  response  can  usually  be 
made  by  sending  an  expert  worker  from  the 
staff  of  the  state  library  or  from  advanced 
students  of  the  school  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
time,  as  needed.  At  times  this  service  is  re- 
quired for  a  month  or  more,  and  sometimes  only 
for  three  or  four  days.  Libraries  pay  for  such 
services  at  current  rates. 

3.  Organization  and  charter.     The  next   step 
in  the  work  of  the  university  is  to  organize  li- 
braries and  receive  them  by  charter,  admission, 
or  registry.  The  law  gives  the  regents  power  to 
grant  charters.     The  details  are  settled  in  con- 
sultation.    If  a  charter  is  already  held,  it  need 
not   be   surrendered   unless   the   new   standard 
charter  is  preferred.     The  university  can  either 
admit  with  existing  charter  or  reincorporate. 
Either  course  constitutes  the  library  an  institu- 
tion in  the  university,  precisely  as  the  great 
colleges  are.    Or,  if  for  any  cause,  the  libraries 
do  not  seek  so  close  a  relation,  they  may,  on 
request  and  approval,  be  registered  and  have 
like  privileges,   though  not  so  fully  identified 
with  the  university. 

Previous  to  1892  there  was  one  library  charter- 
ed by  the  regents.  In  the  years  1892-93,  26 
wese  chartered  and  two  admitted  ;  the  next  year, 
26  chartered  and  six  admitted.  Since  Oct.  i, 
1894,  20  have  been  chartered  afid  six  admitted. 
Adding  eight  that  have  been  registered,  the  total 
number  of  libraries  now  under  visitation  (Mar. 
i,  1895)  is  95.  Out  of  73  chartered  libraries,  44 
include  libraries  transferred  by  the  school  au- 
thorities. 

4.  Public  library  money.     A  most  practical  and 
interesting  part  of  the  work  is  the  distribution 
of  public  library  money.     $25,000  a  year  have 
been  given  for  three  years,  being  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  regents  for  the  benefit  of  free  libra- 
ries, with  three  plain  conditions.     A  library  re- 
ceiving aid  must  be  free;  an  equal  amount  must 
be  raised  from  local  sources;  and  books  bought 
with  the  money  must  be  such  as  the  regents  ap- 
prove.    The  rest  is  left  to  regents'  rules.     These 
rules  require  that  the  library  shall  be  under  state 
supervision;  that  the  character  of  its  books  as 
a  whole,  its  methods  of  work  and  keeping  of 


book  accounts,  shall  merit  approval,  and  that  it 
conform  to  certain  hours  of  opening,  graded  ac- 
cording to  the  size  of  the  community,  but  suffi- 
cient in  the  judgment  of  the  regents  to  entitle  the 
library  to  be  fairly  counted  free  and  public. 
Under  these  rules  the  essential  condition  is  a 
connection  of  the  library  with  the  university 
either  by  charter,  admission,  or  registry,  mark- 
ing it  with  honorable  approval. 

The  formal  application  for  money  is  then 
made,  the  amount  being  limited  in  most  cases 
to  $200  a  year,  and  certificate  being  made  that 
an  equal  amount  from  local  sources  is  already  in 
hand.  Each  month  an  apportionment  is  made. 
The  number  of  applications  the  first  year  was 
44,  the  second  year  there  were  84,  and  since 
Oct.  i,  1894,  to  March  5,  1895,  55  have  been  re- 
ceived, or  183  in  all.  A  few  have  not  been 
granted.  97  different  libraries  have  shared 
in  the  distribution.  Some  have  improved  the 
privilege  for  three  successive  years.  The  money 
is  placed  in  their  hands  on  their  agreement  to 
spend  it  in  accordance  with  the  rules.  When  it 
has  been  spent,  an  account  is  rendered,  contain- 
ing a  full  list  of  the  books  bought  and  the  cost 
of  each  one,  and  this  total  must  be  sufficient  to 
account,  not  only  for  the  public  money,  but  for 
the  equal  amount  raised  at  home.  This  list  is 
examined  in  the  regents'  office,  and  for  any 
book  disapproved  an  equal  amount  must  be 
spent  for  an  approved  book  to  balance  the  ac- 
count and  open  the  way  for  another  grant  when 
asked. 

When  small  libraries  are  to  be  started  or  re- 
organized, it  is  not  required  that  all  the  money 
should  be  used  for  books  the  first  year,  but  a 
part  may  be  used  for  shelves,  cataloging,  print- 
ing, services,  and  other  like  expenses.  This  pro- 
vision has  been  specially  useful  in  the  small 
beginnings  through  which  many  village  libraries 
have  been  struggling  into  existence. 

5.  Travelling  libraries.  A  part  of  the  public 
money  has  been  used  by  the  university  in  de- 
veloping its  system  of  lending  small  libraries  for 
a  limited  time.  Selections  of  50  or  100  volumes 
^ach  are  lent  to  libraries  or  communities  for  six 
months,  the  university  paying  all  expenses  and 
receiving  a  fee  of  $3  or  $5,  according  to  the 
number  of  volumes  sent.  A  full  account  of  this 
system  and  its  working  may  be  read  in  the 
Forum  for  January,  1895,  and  need  not  be  re- 
peated. 

The  number  of  125  libraries  reported  Oct.  i, 
1894,  increased  to  178  by  Jan.  i,  1895,  and  a 
marked  feature  of  the  work  specially  noticeable 
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in  the  last  three  months  is  the  growing  number 
of  reading  circles  and  clubs  for  home  study 
which  have  registered  in  the  university  office 
and  called  for  their  privilege  of  travelling  libra- 
ries. Any  circle  of  readers  in  the  state,  when 
organized  and  ready  to  undertake  serious  study 
of  a  subject,  having  laid  out  a  schedule  of  not 
less  than  ten  weeks'  work,  may  register  at  the 
regents'  office,  and  thereupon  borrow  books 
selected  by  themselves  bearing  upon  the  subject 
of  their  study.  For  this  privilege  they  make 
formal  application  and  pay  an  advance  fee  of 
$5  for  50  books,  or  $3  for  25,  unless  they  offer 
the  books  for  free  circulation  to  the  public,  in 
which  case  they  need  pay  only  the  usual  travel- 
ling library  fee  of  $5  for  100  books,  or  $3  for  50. 
Along  all  these  lines  the  library  correspond- 
ence of  the  university  is  constantly  increasing. 
During  the  past  year  the  number  of  places  in 
the  state  indexed  as  considering  library  inter- 
ests was  increased  by  200.  Some  inquiries  may 
be  prompted  by  curiosity,  some  by  the  vain 
hope  of  getting  something  for  nothing  out  of  a 
generous  state,  but  most  have  borne  the  mark 
of  an  earnest  and  unselfish  devotion  to  the  in- 
terests of  children,  scholars,  and  friends.  In  the 
pinching  times  of  the  past  two  years  this  library 


interest  has  commanded  an  attention  in  small 
communities  that  is  remarkable. 

6.  Lists  of  best  books.  The  travelling  library 
lists  cost  much  serious  study.  New  general  li- 
braries of  50  volumes  each  are  made  up  three  or 
four  times  a  year,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
"book  board,"  composed  of  five  of  the  state 
library  staff.  There  were,  in  Jan.  1895,  21 
general  lists,  of  which  u  include  100  volumes 
each,  eight  have  50  volumes  each,  and  two 
have  25  juvenile  volumes  each.  Subject  lists 
on  U.  S.  History,  French  history,  Economics, 
and  Agriculture,  and  to  cover  regents'  reading 
courses  in  literature,  are  ready.  Others  are  in 
course  of  preparation.  Lists  of  books  for 
schools,  one  to  cost  $200,  others  $300,  $400,  and 
$500,  are  being  made.  Others  will  follow  as 
time  is  found  for  the  work. 

In  all  these  things  the  university  is  the  ser- 
vant of  the  libraries,  anxious  to  know  in  what 
way  it  can  serve  them  best,  seeking  to  promote 
popular  interest,  helping  each  one  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  rest,  advising  in  organization, 
certifying  to  good  work  done,  publishing  re- 
sults from  year  to  year,  and  seeking  to  maintain 
a  standard  of  excellence  to  which  all  libraries 
will  rejoice  to  conform. 


THE    SELECTION     OF     BOOKS     FOR    A    PUBLIC     LIBRARY.* 

BY  J.  N.  LARKED,  of  the  Buffalo  Library. 


THE  end  of  a  public  library  is  public  educa- 
tion—  education  of  the  whole  people,  in  the 
large  sense  which  comprehends  all  culture  and 
every  mode  of  advancement  and  elevation,  in 
mind,  in  manners,  in  character.  So  the  selec- 
tion of  books  for  a  public  library  is  always  to 
be  made  with  that  end  in  view.  To  a  certain 
point  this  gives  us  some  quite  definite  prin- 
ciples of  selection.  The  primary  idea  of  educa- 
tion is  an  idea  of  imparted  knowledge,  and  we 
easily  feel  ourselves  on  safe  ground  in  collect- 
ing books  of  knowledge  in  our  library — books 
of  history,  biography,  science,  philosophy,  and 
their  kin.  Here,  the  only  serious  questions  are 
between  the  best  books  in  their  several  fields 
and  the  books  which  are  less  than  the  best,  and 
generally  it  is  practicable  to  decide  these  on 
most  subjects  of  importance,  not  by  any  ven- 
turesome judgment  of  one's  own,  but  by  the 
standing  which  the  books  in  question  take 

*  From  some  remarks   on  the  subject  made  to   the 
Library  School,  at  the  New  York  State  Library,  May  98, 
895- 


among  people  specially  competent  to  appraise 
them.  On  that  point  I  shall  have  something  to 
say  later  on. 

But  it  is  not  the  books  of  knowledge  which 
present  the  greater  problems  of  selection  to  the 
librarian.  Education  in  our  broad  sense  does 
not  end  with  knowledge,  and  a  public  library  is 
not  completed  as  an  educational  institution  by 
the  most  exhaustive  collection  of  the  literature 
of  philosophy  and  fact.  To  say  this  is  to  con- 
tradict the  opinion  of  many  people,  who  rec- 
ognize few  useful  books  outside  that  class. 
Their  view  is  wrong.  The  total  result  of 
the  education  of  mankind  is  that  which  we  call 
Civilization,  which  means  progress  towards 
the  finer  and  finer  fitting  of  men  and  women 
for  life  in  the  social  state.  Most  of  us  are 
too  much  inclined,  I  think, ( to  measure  the 
civilization  of  our  own  day  by  its  Science, 
which  is  no  true  measure  at  all.  The  science 
of  the  present  age  has  grown  to  be  very  wonder- 
ful; but,  much  as  it  may  excite  us  to  astonish- 
ment, there  are  fruits  of  civilization,  even  in 
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this  crude  period  (and  it  is  very  crude),  which 
command  our  admiration  more.  The.finest  and 
most  beautiful  human  products  of  the  time, 
whom  even  the  Philistines  would  join  us  in 
choosing  for  honor,  as  exemplars  to  their  genera- 
tion, might  not  pass  an  examination  in  biology 
or  physics.  They  are  the  men  and  women,  sweet 
with  the  sweetness  and  luminous  with  the  light 
which  Matthew  Arnold  never  tired  of  extolling, 
who  represent  that  side  of  civilization  which  -is 
refinement  more  than  knowledge,  or  which  is 
knowledge  refined.  I  speak  wrongly,  however, 
when  I  say  that  refinement  is  one  side  of  civili- 
zation, for  it  is  civilization,  and  all  science  that 
lacks  it  is  barbaric,  even  though  steam-engines 
and  the  dynamos  of  Niagara  are  shaking  the 
earth  at  its  command. 

Now,  the  refinements  of  life  come  chiefly  from 
its  pleasures.  That  is  true  to  an  extent  which 
is  sure  to  surprise  us  when  we  think  of  it 
first.  Unfortunately,  it  is  no  less  true  that  the 
meaner  influences  which  vitiate  and  vulgarize 
life,  making  it  gross  and  coarse,  come  from  the 
pleasure  side  of  existence,  too.  There  the  main 
sources  of  the  two  are  together:  on  one  hand, 
the  springs  of  all  art  —  music,  poetry,  romance, 
drama,  sculpture,  painting  —  brimmed  with 
delights  of  the  imagination  and  the  joy  of  the 
beauty  of  the  world;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
muddy  wells  into  which  so  many  people  choose 
perversely  to  dip. 

These  contrary  influences  are  working  in 
every  region  of  pleasurable  art,  but  nowhere  else 
so  actively  as  in  the  field  of  letters,  and  they  give 
rise  to  the  greatest  difficulties  that  are  met  in 
the  selection  of  books  for  a  public  library.  In  dis- 
seminating the  literature  which  aims  at  pleasure- 
giving  more  than  instruction,  and  at  the  moving 
of  emotion  more  than  thought,  where  can  a 
proper  line  of  restriction  be  drawn  ?  Shall  we, 
in  the  first  place,  incline  to  parsimony  in  the  re- 
striction, and  yield  no  more  of  this  literature 
than  we  must  to  the  readers  who  demand  it  ? 
I  say,  no;  because,  as  I  have  asked  you  to  note, 
there  is  a  great  stream  in  this  channel  from  the 
very  sources  of  refinement  in  civilization,  and 
that  stream  should  be  unstintingly  diffused. 
Against  the  other  tide,  which  flows  by  the  side 
of  this  one,  but  distinguished  from  it  by  a  thou- 
sand mud-marks,  we  cannot  build  dikes  too 
busily.  On  which  of  the  two  currents  an  offered 
book  of  entertainment  has  been  floated  to  us  is 
what  we  must  know,  if  we  can.  Whether  the 
book  is  alive  with  genius  or  dead  with  the  lack 
of  it,  whether  it  be  brilliant  or  commonplace, 


whether  skill  or  clumsiness  appears  in  its  con- 
struction, are  not  the  first  questions  to  be 
asked.  The  prior  question,  as  I  conceive,  is 
this:  does  the  book  leave  any  kind  of  fine  and 
wholesome  feeling  in  the  mind  of  one  who  reads 
it  ?  That  is  not  a  question  concerning  the  mere 
morality  of  the  book,  in  the  conventional  mean- 
ing of  the  term.  It  touches  the  whole  quality 
of  the  work  as  one  of  true  literature.  "  Does 
it  leave  any  kind  of  fine  and  wholesome  feel:ng 
in  the  mind  of  one  who  reads  it  ?  "  There  is  no 
mistaking  a  feeling  of  that  nature,  though  it 
may  never  seem  twice  the  same  in  our  experience 
of  it.  Sometimes  it  may  be  to  us  as  though  we 
had  eaten  of  good  food  ;  at  other  times  like  the 
tasting  of  wine;  at  others,  again,  like  a  draught 
of  water  from  a  cool  spring.  Some  books  that 
we  read  will  make  us  feel  that  we  are  lifted  as 
on  wings;  some  will  make  music  within  us; 
some  will  give  us  visions;  some  will  just  fill  us 
with  a  happy  content.  In  such  feelings  there  is 
a  refining  potency  that  seems  to  be  equalled  in 
nothing  else.  The  simplest  art  is  as  sure  to 
produce  them  as  the  highest.  We  take  them 
from  Burns'  lines  to  a  field-mouse,  from  Words- 
worth's "  Poor  Susan,"  from  the  story  of  Ruth, 
from  the  story  of  "The  vicar  of  Wakefield," 
from  the  story  of  "  Picciola,"  from  the  story  of 
"  Daddy  Darwin's  dovecote,"  as  certainly  as 
from  "Hamlet"  or  from  "Henry  Esmond." 
The  true  pleasure,  the  fine  pleasure,  the  civ- 
ilizing pleasure  to  be  drawn  from  any  form 
of  art  is  one  which  leaves  a  distinctly  whole- 
some feeling  of  some  such  nature  as  these 
which  I  have  tried  to  describe;  and  the  poem, 
the 'romance,  the  play,  the  music,  or  the  pic- 
ture which  has  nothing  of  the  sort  to  give  us, 
but  only  a  moment  of  sensation  and  then 
blankness,  does  no  kind  of  good,  however  in- 
nocent of  positive  evil  it  may  be, 

If  the  wholesome  feeling  which  all  true  art 
produces,  in  literature  or  elsewhere,  is  unmis- 
takable, so,  too,  are  those  feelings  of  the  other 
nature  which  works  of  an  opposite  character  give 
rise  to.  Our  minds  are  as  sensitive  to  a  moral 
force  of  gravitation  as  our  bodiesare  sensitive  to 
the  physical  force,  and  we  are  as  conscious  of  the 
downward  pull  upon  us  of  a  vulgar  tale  or  a 
vicious  play  as  we  are  conscious  of  the  buoyant 
lift  of  one  that  is  nobly  written.  We  have,  like- 
wise, a  mental  touch,  to  which  the  texture  of 
coarse  literature  is  as  distinct  a  fact  as  the  grit 
in  a  muddy  road  that  we  grind  with  our  heels. 
And  so  I  will  say  again  that  the  conclusive  test 
for  a  book  which  offers  pleasure  rather  than 
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knowledge  is  in  the  question,  "  Does  it  leave 
any  kind  of  wholesome  and  fine  feeling  in  the 
mind  of  one  who  reads  it?" 

•All  this  which  I  am  saying  is  straightly  op- 
posed to  a  doctrine  much  preached  in  our  day, 
by  a  school  of  pretenders  in  art,  who  have  gained 
such  a  hearing  by  their  talkativeness  that  they 
are  seriously  dangerous.  It  first  appeared,  I  be- 
lieve, in  France,  among  the  painteis.  French 
literature  took  infection  from  it  ;  then  England 
became  diseased,  and  America  is  in  peril.  It  is 
the  false  and  ignorant  doctrine  which  phrases 
itself  in  the  meaningless  motto  —  "  Art  for 
Art's  sake!"  "Pursue  Art  for  Art's  sake 
—  enjoy  Art  for  Art's  sake  ! "  say  these  aes- 
thetic prophets  of  our  generation,  who  have 
no  comprehension  of  what  Art  is.  As  well 
talk  of  sailing  a  ship  for  the  ship's  sake  —  of 
wheeling  a  cart  for  the  cart's  sake  —  of  ar- 
ticulating words  for  the  words'  sake.  Art  is 
a  vessel,  a  vehicle,  for  the  carriage  and  com- 
munication of  something  from  one  mind  to  an- 
other mind  —  from  one  soul  to  another  soul. 
Without  a  content,  it  has  no  more  reason  for  its 
being  than  a  meaningless  word  could  have  in  hu- 
man speech.  Considered  in  itself  and  for  its  own 
sake,  it  has  no  existence  —  it  is  an  imposture  —  a 
mere  simulation  of  Art ;  for  that  which,  duly 
filled  with  meanings  and  laden  with  a  message, 


would  be  Art,  is  then  but  the  handicraft  of  a 
skilful  mechanic. 

But  the  truth  is  that  there  is  a.  cunning  deceit 
in  this  pretension  to  "Art  for  Art's  sake." 
Those  who  lead  the  cry  do  not  mean  what  their 
words  seem  to  imply.  They  do  not  mean  the 
emptiness  that  one  might  suppose.  What  they 
do  mean,  as  their  practice  proves,  is  to  put 
something  ignoble  in  the  place  of  what  should 
be  noble,  something  vulgar  or  something  vile  in 
the  place  of  what  should  be  wholly  pure  and 
wholly  fine.  What  they  are  really  striving  to 
do  is  to  degrade  the  content  of  Art,  and  to  per- 
suade the  world  that  it  can  be  made  the  vehicle  of 
low  suggestions  and  mean  ideals  without  ceasing 
to  be  Art  in  the  noble  sense. 

In  literature,  the  workers  to  that  end  are  now- 
adays very  busy,  and  the  countenance  they  re- 
ceive is  disheartening  to  see.  It  is  for  us  who 
are  among  the  custodians  of  good  literature  to 
set  our  faces  against  them,  I  offer  you  as  the 
one  most  important  maxim  that  can  be  laid  down 
for  your  guidance  in  the  selection  of  books  — 
Beware  of  the  literature  of  the  school  which 
preaches  "Art  for  Art's  sake." 

So  much  for  the  theory  of  the  matter.  It  is 
a  theory  that  we  may  not  be  able,  perhaps,  to 
wholly  carry  out,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  go  as  far  in 
that  way  as  we  can. 


THE  TRAINING  OF  LIBRARY  EMPLOYES.— III. 
BY  ADELAIDE  R.  HASSE. 


ACCESSION  WORK. 

IN  almost  all  libraries  the  general  routine  is 
based  in  the  main  upon  identical  lines,  differing 
only  in  so  far  as  these  are  influenced  by  local 
conditions.  So  all  libraries  support  a  purchasing 
department,  whose  chief  adjunct  is  the  accession 
department.  Since  the  card  system  has  been 
extended  to  other  than  cataloging  purposes,  the 
librarian  has  delegated  to  the  staff  the  care  of  a 
large  part  of  the  work  of  the  purchasing  depart- 
ment, such  as  keeping  records  of  books  to  be 
purchased,  books  ordered,  periodical  subscrip- 
tions, etc.  Here  belongs  also  the  filing  and  in- 
dexing of  correspondence,  and,  as  much  of  this 
work  must  come  from  the  librarian's  office,  some 
attention  should  be  given  here  to  the  relations 
of  the  librarian  with  the  board,  the  filing  of  com- 
mittee reports,  the  indexing  of  the  minute  book, 
the  form  of  the  librarian's  monthly  reports  to  the 
board,  the  preliminary  arrangements  attendant 
upon  meetings  of  the  board,  etc.  Encourage 


the  inventive  faculty  of  pupils  in  matters  of 
filing  and  arrangement;  never  hesitate  to  ac- 
knowledge defects  in  your  own  methods.  Bright 
pupils  have  often  been  led  in  this  way  to  develop 
an  interest  which  resulted  in  valuable  sugges- 
tions. 

Purchasing  Books:  Pupils  having  been  re- 
quired to  submit  monthly  lists  of  new  books,  with 
references  where  obtained,  etc.,  they  are  now 
more  or  less  familiar  with  all  the  book  reviews 
to  be  found  in  the  library.  Let  them  extend 
their  acquaintance  to  at  least  all  the  American 
and  the  leading  English  book  reviews,  by  report- 
ing upon  the  scope,  special  features,  departments, 
editorship,  manner  of  publication,  whether  m., 
w.  or  qr.,  etc.,  price,  size,  address,  how  long 
established,  etc.  To  do  this  the  person  in  charge 
of  the  class  should  have  provided  sample  copies 
of  the  reviews;  lists  published  by  periodical 
agencies;  the  Review  of  Reviews  indexed,  in 
place  of  which  the  monthly  index  may  be  used, 
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etc.  These,  with  publishers'  catalogs,  comprise 
the  tools  by  the  aid  of  which  the  average  public 
library  compiles  its  order  lists. 

To  acquaint  the  pupils  at  once  with  publishers, 
their  specialties,  catalogs,  etc.,  set  them  to  work 
in  some  such  manner  as  this : 

Prepare  a  list  of  five  largest  American  pub- 
lishing firms,  firm-name,  place  of  business,  with 
at  least  three  important  publications  of  each. 

Same,  English. 

Name  five  English  and  five  American  second- 
hand dealers,  giving  firm-name,  place  of  busi- 
ness, etc. 

Name  American  publishing  houses  making  a 
specialty  of  the  following  :  maps,  atlases,  etc.; 
medical  books  ;  complete  editions  of  American 
authors  ;  engineering  ;  photography  ;  transla- 
tions, music,  etc. 

Who  publishes  the  following:  Variorum 
Shakespeare  ;  Story  of  the  nations  ;  red  line 
edition  of  the  poets;  Contemporary  science  ser. ; 
International  education  ser.  ;  Sacred  books  of 
the  East,  etc.  ? 

References:  Publishers'  Weekly;  "American 
Catalogue,"  with  supplements  ;  "  Trade  List 
Annual;"  "Annual  Catalogues;"  "A.  L.  A. 
Catalog;"  Publishers'  Circular;  Whitaker's 
"Reference  Catalogue;"  Low's  Catalogues; 
Sonnenschein,  ist  and  2d  eds. ;  Poole. 

Let  the  pupils  early  form  the  habit  of  using 
reference  books,  and  require  of  them,  when 
submitting  the  result  of  such  exercises  as 
the  above,  to  include  a  list  of  the  reference 
books  which  they  have  used,  other  than  those 
which  have  been  suggested,  thereby  giving  an 
indication  of  their  own  ability  of  research. 

Let  pupils  prepare  model  forms  for  ordering 
books  ;  fill  out  all  blanks  used  by  the  library  in 
ordering  books  ;  examine  blanks  of  other  libra- 
ries, etc.  For  practice  many  of  these  exercises 
may  be  typewritten,  or  when  done  in  manu- 
script, a  good  library  hand  should  be  insisted 
on. 

Pupils  should  have  explained  to  them  in  this  con- 
nection the  system  of  average  library  discounts; 
cost  of  transportation  by  freight,  book  post,  mail; 
an  outline  of  copyright  laws ;  of  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  importation  of  foreign  books.  Refer- 
ences :  Indexes  in  volumes  of  Publishers'  Week- 
ly; U.  S.  Official  Postal  Guide;  Putnam,  "  Law 
of  copyright." 

Periodicals:  Many  libraries  now  number 
among  their  most  desirable  features  the  cir- 
culation of  periodicals,  and  almost  every  li- 
brary carries  a  large  stock  for  reference.  Exer- 


cises covering  this  ground  may  be  given  to 
pupils  as  follows :  Prepare  lists  of  leading 
American  periodicals  specially  devoted  to  eco- 
nomics, music, art,  industry,  education,  women, 
drama,  engineering,  history,  electricity,  science, 
agriculture,  outdoor  sports,  juvenile  interests, 
etc.,  stating  any  decided  points  of  variance 
among  magazines  of  one  subject,  place  where 
published,  size,  cost,  how  long  published,  im- 
portant contributions,  etc.  Prepare  a  subscrip- 
tion list  of  your  own  selection. 

Let  pupils  make  their  own  selections  of  the 
above  without  suggestions  ;  have  the  lists  com- 
pared in  class  ;  let  pupils  defend  all  questioned 
selections.  Give  some  attention  with  pupils  to 
subject  of  filing  of  current  periodicals  ;  of  tem- 
porary binders,  varieties,  advantages  and  cost; 
of  binding  of  periodicals  for  circulation  and  re- 
ference ;  of  the  various  uses  to  which  periodicals 
may  be  put  (see  ann.  rpt.  Los  Angeles  P.  L., 
1893-4). 

Pupils  should  be  taught  methods  of  keeping 
subscriptions,  expirations,  etc.,  in  both  card 
and  ledger  systems.  See  L.  j.,  and  Denver  P. 
L.  "  Handbook"  ;  "  Hints  for  small  libraries," 
Plummer. 

Newspapers :  Newspapers  were  a  feature  of 
public  libraries  before  periodicals  had  begun  to 
be  considered  as  within  their  province.  Let 
pupils  prepare  lists  of  leading  newspapers  of 
various  political  parties,  leading  German-Amer- 
ican papers,  also  French  and  Italian,  show- 
ing where  and  by  whom  published,  cost,  how 
often  issued,  etc.  Study  newspaper  files;  sys- 
tems of  checking  receipt  of  newspapers  ;  meth- 
ods of  caring  for  old  files  ;  care  of  clippings; 
binding,  etc. 

In  a  public  library  it  will  be  quite  impossible 
for  even  one  person  to  take  the  time  to  oversee 
a  continuous  course  of  work  such  as  the  above; 
and  it  should  therefore  be  scheduled  in  relays, 
as  suggested  in  the  July  L.  j. ,  or  it  may  be  given 
for  "busy  work"  in  instalments  during  those 
hours  when  the  pupil  is  not  actually  employed 
in  one  of  the  departments. 

For  a  guide  in  the  practical  work  of  the 
accession  department  use  the  Library  School 
accession  rules  ;  have  pupils  make  a  note  of  the 
specifications  for  an  order  for  an  accession  book. 
Fac-simile  sheets  of  the  accession  book  should 
be  furnished  them,  or  they  should  rule  them 
themselves,  and  fill  them  out  with  sample  entries 
of  various  kinds  of  books,  such  as  newspapers, 
books  of  more  than  one  volume,  periodicals, 
maps,  music,  etc. 
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A  BRIEF  SKETCH  OF  SOME  OF  THE 
LIBRARIES  IN  CHICAGO.* 

By  W:  B.  WICKERSHAM. 

BEFORE  the  great  fire  of  1871,  Chicago  had  no 
public  library,  nor  was  there  any  statute  in  the 
state  authorizing  the  establishment  of  one.  After 
the  fire,  for  many  years  the  Public  Library  was 
almost  the  only  institution  of  its  kind  through 
which  the  public  had  access  to  books.  The 
Law  Institute,  the  Chicago  Historical  Society, 
and  the  Academy  of  Sciences  were  early  re-es- 
tablished, but  they  were  so  crippled,  especially 
the  last  two,  that  they  were  some  years  getting 
into  operation.  The  city  was  busy  repairing 
the  breaches  and  little  interest  was  taken  in  ed- 
ucational or  literary  institutions  beyond  the 
rebuilding  of  schools  for  the  small  army  of  chil- 
dren everywhere  demanding  attention.  Later, 
public  sentiment  took  a  stride  forward  and  en- 
couraged a  higher  and  broader  culture  by  estab- 
lishing the  Athenaeum,  Manual  Training  Schools, 
the  Art  Institute,  the  Newberry  Library,  the 
great  Chicago  University,  the  Armour  Institute, 
the  Field  Museum,  and  the  prospective  John 
Crerar  Library  and  the  Lewis  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute. All  these,  to  say  nothing  of  university 
extension  centres  and  of  clubs  and  classes  galore, 
go  to  show  that  Chicago  is  at  present  wide 
awake  on  the  question  of  education  and  culture. 

In  the  old  Metropolitan  block  before  the  great 
fire  of  1871  there  existed  the  only  library  of  any 
considerable  size  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  This 
collection  of  some  18,000  or  20,000  volumes  was 
owned  by  an  association  called  the  Chicago  Li- 
brary Association,  and  was  accessible  only  to 
members  who  paid  $5  a  year  for  membership. 
The  association  was  understood  to  be  deeply  in 
debt,  and  its  destruction  by  the  flames  October 
9,  1871,  may  have  been  an  unlooked-for  piece 
of  good  luck  to  the  stockholders,  who  would  thus 
be  spared  the  more  tedious  operation  of  being 
sold  out  by  a  receiver  under  an  order  of  court. 

When  the  news  of  the  burning  of  Chicago 
reached  England,  the  people  there,  in  common 
with  the  inhabitants  of  all  civilized  countries, 
began  making  contributions  of  clothing,  blank- 
ets, money,  etc.,  for  our  stricken  city.  Among 
them  were  some,  however,  who  thought  that 
a  more  substantial  gift  than  food  and  rai- 
ment would  be  acceptable.  At  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Burgess,  then  secretary  of  the  Anglo- 
American  Society  in  London,  the  Hon.  Thomas 

*Part  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Chicago  Library  Club, 
March  8, 1895. 


Hughes,  its  president,  called  a  meeting  of  that 
association  and  proposed  that  while  others  were 
sending  to  Chicago  something  for  our  bodies, 
they  should  contribute  something  for  our  minds. 
Supposing  that  Chicago  had  lost  a  great  free 
public  library,  Mr.  Hughes  contributed  copies 
of  his  "  Tom  Brown's  school  days  "  and  "Tom 
Brown  at  Oxford,"  and  set  about  among  his 
friends,  authors  and  publishers,  to  make  a  collec- 
tion of  books  for  a  nucleus  for  a  new  free  library, 
and  as  a  result  of  his  efforts  about  5000  volumes 
were  contributed,  the  Government  sending  hun- 
dreds of  valuable  public  documents  and  state 
papers.  Among  this  interesting  collection  are 
books  given  by  the  Queen  with  her  autograph, 
others  by  Thomas  Carlyle,  John  Bright,  Lord 
and  Lady  Trevelyan,  etc. 

As  soon  as  official  word  reached  Chicago  that 
such  a  gift  was  being  collected,  a  number  of  en- 
terprising citizens  met  at  the  call  of  the  Hon. 
Joseph  Medill,  the  mayor  at  that  time,  and  pre- 
pared a  bill  authorizing  cities  and  villages  of 
Illinois  under  certain  restrictions  to  organize 
and  maintain  free  public  libraries  and  reading- 
rooms.  This  bill  was  taken  to  Springfield,  where 
the  committee  found  a  similar  bill,  which  had 
been  introduced  into  the  House  on  March  23, 
1871,  and  had  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
This  bill  was  amended,  hurried  through  with 
an  emergency  clause  attached,  and  signed  by 
the  governor  March  7,  1872.  The  establish- 
ment of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  by  the  city 
council  and  the  appointment  by  the  mayor  of  a 
board  of  nine  directors  to  manage  it,  followed 
in  close  succession. 

On  the  2oth  of  July,  1872,  the  writer  was 
elected  secretary  and  acting  librarian  by  the 
board.  When  he  reported  for  duty  there  was 
nothing  put  into  his  hands  or  charge  except  the 
record  book  and  a  few  letters.  For  some  time 
he  had  no  office  save  an  old  chair  kindly  loaned 
him  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Richardson,  then,  as  now, 
assistant  librarian  of  the  Law  Institute,  in  whose 
office  in  the  temporary  City  Hall,  at  the  corner 
of  La  Salle  and  Adams  streets,  known  as  the 
"  Rookery,"  the  use  of  the  chair  was  allowed. 
In  a  few  weeks  new  rooms  in  the  same  building 
were  completed  for  the  library,  and  about  the 
same  time  books  began  to  arrive  from  England. 
It  was  a  notable  day  for  the  Chicago  Public 
Library,  that  3ist  of  August,  1872,  when  on 
temporary  shelves  in  one  of  the  office  rooms 
the  first  book  was  placed  in  position,  that  book 
being  John  Bright's  "Speeches  on  questions 
of  public  policy." 

The  growth  of  the  library  was  rapid.  Many 
citizens  of  Chicago,  whose  homes  had  escaped  the 
flames  of  the  great  conflagration,  gave  liberally 
from  their  libraries,  and  as  soon  as  appro- 
priations became  available  the  board  com- 
menced to  purchase  books  generously. 

England  was  not  alone  in  the  contribution  of 
literature  towards  the  formation  of  anew  library 
in  Chicago.  Germany,  France,  Bohemia,  and 
some  other  countries  also  forwarded  valuable 
collections. 


August,  '95] 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


275 


On  the  first  day  of  January,  1873,  the  reading 
room  was  formally  opened  to  the  public.  Invi- 
tations had  been  sent  out  to  many  citizens,  and 
the  new  room  was  comfortably  filled.  Speeches 
were  made  by  the  president  of  the  board,  the 
late  Hon.  Thomas  Hoyne,  by  Director  Daniel 
L.  Shorey,  Mayor  Medill,  and  others.  And  so 
the  new  library  was  dedicated  and  started  on  its 
mission. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1873,  the  board  elect- 
ed the  late  lamented  Dr.  W:  F:  Poole  librarian, 
who  entered  upon  his  duties  January  i,  1874. 
Dr.  Poole  had  had  large  experience,  having  been 
librarian  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum  for  many 
years,  and  later  of  the  Cincinnati  Public  Li- 
brary for  six  years  or  more,  and  to  his  wise 
selection  of  books  the  Chicago  Public  Library 
owes  much  of  its  present  completeness  and  pros- 
perity. 

The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  as  a  cir- 
culating library,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Madi- 
son street  and  Wabash  avenue,  on  the  first  day 
of  May,  1874,  and  as  such  took  rank  at  once 
among  the  first  in  the  country.  One  year  later 
it  was  removed  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Lake 
and  Dearborn  streets,  where  it  remained  until 
the  early  summer  of  1886,  when  it  found  a  home 
in  the  City  Hall.  It  is  hoped  that  another  and 
final  move  to  its  new  building  on  Michigan  ave- 
nue, between  Randolph  and  Washington  streets, 
will  be  made  in  the  spring  of  1896. 

On  July  23,  1887,  Dr.  Poole  resigned  the  libra- 
rianship  of  the  public  library,  and  accepted  a 
similar  position  at  the  head  of  the  Newberry  Li- 
brary, which  post  he  held  until  his  death  over 
one  year  ago.  On  October  15,  1887,  Mr.  Fred- 
erick H.  Hild  was  elected  Dr.  Poole's  successor 
as  librarian  of  the  public  library.  Mr.  Hild  had 
been  for  many  years  the  Doctor's  assistant,  and, 
though  a  young  man,  was  well  qualified  for  the 
responsible  position.  If  any  fears  were  enter- 
tained at  the  time,  the  rapid  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  the  library  ever  since  give  evidence 
of  the  wise  selection  of  the  board. 

At  the  present  writing  there  are  in  the  library 
207,000  volumes,  the  annual  net  accessions  being 
about  10,000  volumes.  The  circulation  of  books 
for  home  use  during  the  year  ended  May  31, 
1894,  was  1,027,219  volumes,  of  which  446,168 
were  issued  through  the  delivery  stations.  The 
average  daily  circulation  of  books  for  home  use 
at  the  present  time  is  4253.  The  largest  circu- 
lation of  books  for  home  use  in  any  one  day 
was  on  February  23,  1895,  when  7731  volumes 
were  issued.  52,663  persons  hold  cards  entitling 
them  to  draw  books  for  home  use. 

The  books  on  the  shelves  of  the  public  library 
corer  all  fields  of  literature,  science,  and  art. 
The  general  plan  laid  down  by  Dr.  Poole,  that 
of  making  it  an  all-around  library,  has  been 
adhered  to  by  his  successor.  No  department 
can  hardly  be  said  to  be  more  complete  than 
the  others,  though  in  bound  and  complete  sets 
of  periodical  literature  the  collection  is  sur- 
passed by  few  libraries  in  the  country. 

While  keeping  in  view  the  needs  of  the  masses, 
the  board  has  also  been  quite  liberal  in  the  pur- 
chase of  books  for  the  student  and  scholar, 
though  it  has  never  felt  that  it  was  the  province 


of  the  people's  library  to  supply  expensive  vol- 
umes either  in  art  or  science.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing this  general  policy,  the  board  has 
supplied  a  good  many  valuable  and  expensive 
works  in  the  line  of  art  which  were  demanded 
and  which  could  not  be  found  elsewhere.  Among 
the  donations  of  our  English  friends  is  a  com- 
plete set  of  the  specifications  and  drawings  of 
the  British  Patents.  There  being  only  a  few  sets 
in  this  country,  and  the  reports  being  wholly 
out  of  print,  they  are  exceedingly  valuable. 
The  library  also  has  a  complete  set  of  specifica- 
tions and  drawings  of  the  United  States  Patents, 
as  well  as  those  of  France,  Germany,  and  Canada. 
All  these  are  in  a  room  by  themselves  where 
they  can  be  freely  examined. 

The  public  library  is  supported  by  a  tax  levied 
upon  all  the  taxable  property  within  the  city,  the 
limit  up  to  the  present  time  being  not  to  exceed 
one-half  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  of  valuation. 
It  has  required  the  full  half-mill  for  some  years 
to  provide  for  the  current  expenses, which  amount 
in  round  numbers  to  $125,000,  and  in  view  of  the 
additional  expense  of  maintaining  the  library  in 
its  new  building,  the  board  has  asked  the  present 
General  Assembly  to  amend  the  law  and  make 
the  limit  one  mill.  This  amount,  with  the  pres- 
ent assessed  valuation  cf  property,  will  be  just 
sufficient  for  its  needs. 

In  1884  the  board  tried  the  experiment  of 
opening  a  few  places  remote  from  the  centre  of 
the  city  where  book  borrowers  could  exchange 
their  books  without  the  time  and  expense  neces- 
sary for  a  trip  to  the  main  library.  These  places 
were  called  delivery  stations.  They  soon  grew 
into  popularity,  until  at  the  present  time  32  are 
in  successful  operation.  Many  of  the  stations 
are  located  so  as  to  accommodate  the  laboring 
classes,  and  books  left  in  the  morning  as  the 
laborer  goes  to  his  work  are  charged  during  the 
day,  and  a  fresh  volume  is  ready  for  him  as  be 
goes  home  in  the  evening.  All  this  at  no  ex- 
pense whatever  to  the  book  borrower.  More 
than  one-third  of  all  the  books  circulated  are  is- 
sued through  this  channel.  In  October,  1890, 
the  experiment  of  branch  reading  rooms  was  be- 
gun. Six  store  rooms  were  rented,  fitted  up 
with  tables,  bookcases,  etc.,  and  supplied 
with  a  good  collection  of  reference  books  and 
periodicals.  These  rooms  have  become  very 
popular  and  are  patronized  by  all  classes  of 
citizens.  Pupils  and  teachers  of  schools  in  their 
vicinity  are  especially  benefited  by  them.  So 
great  was  the  demand  for  books  of  a  general 
and  popular  nature  that  the  board  added  to  the 
reference  books  several  hundred  volumes  of 
standard  works,  including  some  fiction.  At  the 
present  time  the  total  number  of  volumes  in 
these  rooms  is  about  io,oco. 

As  an  adjunct  to  the  schools,  an  arrangement 
was  made  many  years  ago  with  the  board  of 
education  whereby  books  might  be  ordered  by 
the  principal  of  the  school  for  collateral  reading 
by  the  pupils  on  the  subjects  being  pursued,  in 
which  case  the  books  are  kept  one  month  with- 
out renewal,  the  board  of  education  being  re- 
sponsible for  their  safety  and  return.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  the  librarian  permits  and  encour- 
ages teachers  in  the  high  schools  and  seminaries, 
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as  well  as  those  of  private  classes,  to  bring  their 
pupils  to  the  library,  where  all  the  best  books 
illustrating  their  particular  theme  are  laid  out 
before  them,  and  they  can  spend  an  hour  or  so 
in  uninterrupted  study  with  their  instructor. 

The  management  of  the  public  library  has 
been  such  that  very  few  books  have  been  lost 
through  circulation  or  theft.  Besides  the  theft 
of  a  Webster's  Dictionary  or  two  and  a  few 
volumes  of  Appleton's  Cyclopedia,  which  were 
dropped  to  the  street  from  a  window  of  the  ref- 
erence-room while  the  library  was  located  at 
Madison  street  and  Wabash  avenue,  the  only 
theft  of  any  moment  occurred  about  ten  years 
ago,  when  one  of  the  employes  of  the  library, 
who  on  trial  proved  to  be  a  veritable  biblioma- 
niac, carried  off  and  secreted  in  a  barn  more  than 
2000  volumes,  many  of  them  valuable  works  of 
reference.  His  shrewdness  only  served  him  in 
getting  the  books  out  of  the  library  without  de- 
tection, for  he  made  no  attempt  apparently  to 
dispose  of  them,  and  when  asked  why  he  took 
them  said  that  he  intended  to  return  them  as 
soon  as  he  had  read  them.  All  but  a  few  were 
recovered. 

THE  NEWBERRY  LIBRARY. 

The  library  next  in  importance  to  the  general 
public  of  Chicago  is  the  Newberry,  located  in 
the  North  Division  of  the  city.  This  library 
was  founded  on  July  i,  1887,  under  a  provision 
of  the  will  of  Walter  L.  Newberry,  deceased, 
which  set  aside  one-half  of  his  estate  therefor, 
after  the  death  of  his  wife  and  two  daughters. 
This  half,  on  the  date  above  mentioned,  amount- 
ed to  $2,149,201,  most  of  which  was  in  real  es- 
tate, much  of  it  at  that  time  unproductive.  On 
the  I3th  of  the  same  month  Dr.  W:  F:  Poole 
was  elected  librarian  and  entered  upon  his 
duties  August  i. 

This  library  contains  at  the  present  time  124,- 
500  volumes  and  30,600  pamphlets.  It  is  for 
reference  only  and  makes  a  specialty  of  music, 
medicine,  and  religion  ;  being  also  strong  in 
American  history,  bibliography  and  incunabula. 
There  are  no  juvenile  books  on  the  shelves  and 
no  fiction  as  a  rule.  About  $25,000  are  expend- 
ed annually  for  books.  The  number  of  readers 
for  the  year  ended  March  i,  1895,  was  about 
100,000.  The  number  of  volumes  used  during 
the  same  time  was  110,177.  The  present  use 
of  the  books,  however,  is  about  1000  volumes 
per  day.  The  number  of  employes  in  the  library 
proper  is  about  35.  The  Rudolph  indexer  has 
been  recently  introduced  and  the  entire  subject 
of  bibliography  is  now  indexed.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion to  catalog  the  entire  collection  of  books  by 
the  indexer  for  public  use. 

The  Newberry  Library  has  a  new  home  of 
granite  on  Walton  place,  facing  Washington 
Square,  of  which  it  may  justly  be  proud.  The 
death  of  Dr.  Poole  in  the  spring  of  1894  left  a 
vacancy  which  was  but  recently  filled  by  the 
election  of  Mr.  John  Vance  Cheney,  late  of  the 
public  library  of  San  Francisco. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  CHICAGO   LIBRARY. 

The  University  of  Chicago  Library,  presided 
over  by  Mrs.  Zella  A.  Dixson,  was  founded 


with  the  university  in  1 891 .  The  number  of  vol- 
umes  on  the  shelves  is  reported  at  295,000, 
which  no  doubt  includes  pamphlets.  They  con- 
sist for  the  most  part,  according  to  a  recent 
compilation,  of  works  on  biblical  literature, 
church  history,  homiletic  and  systematic  theol- 
ogy, political  economy,  sociology,  history, 
science,  and  ancient  classics. 

This  library  is  maintained  by  a  special  appro- 
priation by  the  trustees  of  the  university,  and 
by  a  fee  of  $10  per  year  required  of  each  stu- 
dent attending  the  school;  to  which  is  added 
rent  fees  on  travelling  libraries.  The  fund 
for  the  maintenance  of  this  library  must  be  very 
generous,  as  the  number  of  volumes  added  each 
year  is  reported  at  25,000. 

A  special  feature  is  department  libraries, 
which  are  located  in  the  class-rooms  and  are  for 
reference  only.  They  consist  of  choice  refer- 
ence books  bearing  upon  the  particular  branch 
of  science  taught  in  that  room. 

THE  ARMOUR   INSTITUTE  LIBRARY. 

The  Armour  Institute  Library,  of  which  Miss 
Katherine  L.  Sharp  is  librarian,  was  founded 
in  January,  1893,  andconsistsof  1 1,000 volumes. 
It  is  maintained,  like  the  other  departments  of 
the  institute,  from  the  generous  pocket-book  of 
Mr.  P.  D.  Armour,  its  founder.  As  the  ac- 
counts of  no  complete  year  of  its  existence  are 
accessible,  the  annual  expenditures  are  not  defi- 
nitely known.  The  library  is  chiefly  for  refer- 
ence, with  access  to  the  shelves,  so  that  no  sta- 
tistics of  the  use  of  the  books  are  kept.  The 
books  are  mostly  scientific,  free  to  all,  some 
books  being  circulated  among  teachers  and 
students  and  a  few  to  outsiders. 

An  interesting  feature  of  this  library  is  its 
library  or  training  class,  which  is  limited  to 
18  in  number,  the  course  of  study  extend- 
ing over  two  years,  though  there  is  such  a  de- 
mand for  trained  help  in  libraries  that  no  one 
has  remained  to  complete  the  full  course. 

Another  feature  is  its  system  of  home  libra- 
ries. By  this  system  a  few  choice  books  are 
placed  in  some  private  house  under  the  care  of 
one  of  its  inmates,  and  the  books  are  allowed  to 
be  read  by  the  members  of  the  family  and  by 
a  certain  number  of  the  near  neighbors,  the 
only  requirement  being  that  the  books  shall  be 
kept  as  clean  as  possible  and  be  otherwise 
properly  cared  for,  and  returned  when  read. 
Once  a  week  a  member  of  the  library  class 
visits  the  house  where  the  library  is  stationed 
and  talks  or  reads  to  the  children  who  are  col- 
lected for  that  purpose.  Sometimes  she  ex- 
hibits pictures  or  other  works  of  art  and  explains 
them  to  the  boys  and  girls,  who  are  eager  listen- 
ers. After  the  books  have  all  been  read,  which 
requires  from  two  to  three  months,  the  library 
travels  on  to  another  section  of  the  city.  Only 
books  suitable  for  children  are  placed  in  these 
libraries,  and  if  any  book  is  found  to  be  unpopu- 
lar, it  is  at  once  replaced  by  another. 

CHICAGO   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  LIBRARY. 

The  Chicago  Historical  Society  was  organized 
on  June  9,  1856,  though  it  did  not  receive  its 
charter  until  the  following  year.  The  general 
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object  of  the  society  is  to  encourage  historical 
inquiry  and  spread  historical  information,  espe- 
cially within  the  state  of  Illinois.  One  of  the  first 
provisions  of  the  constitution  is  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  library  of  books  and  publications  ap- 
propriate to  such  an  institution. 

In  1868  the  society  completed  a  building  sup- 
posed to  be  fireproof  on  the  corner  of  Ontario 
street  and  Dearborn  avenue,  and  moved  in,  but 
had  hardly  got  settled  when  the  fire  of  1871 
swept  the  building,  which  cost  $60,000,  and 
its  contents,  which  had  cost  vastly  more,  out 
of  existence.  As  no  report  had  been  made  after 
the  removal  to  its  new  home,  the  exact  number 
of  volumes  in  the  library  at  the  time  of  the  fire 
is  unknown,  but  in  1868  it  had  15,412  bound 
volumes,  72,104  pamphlets,  1738  files  of  news- 
papers, 4689  manuscripts,  1200  maps  and 
charts,  380  cabinet  specimens,  and  4682  miscel- 
laneous prints,  etc.  Its  collection  of  public 
documents  both  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment and  of  the  territorial  and  state  govern- 
ments of  Illinois  were  exceptionally  complete. 

After  the  fire  liberal  contributions  were  made 
to  the  society  by  similar  societies  and  by  other 
learned  societies,  as  well  as  by  individuals. 
These  were  stored  temporarily  in  rooms  on 
Michigan  avenue  owned  by  Mr.  J.  Y.  Scammon, 
a  member  of  the  society,  and  in  the  second  great 
fire  which  occurred  July  14,  1874,  this  valuable 
nucleus  was  totally  destroyed.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  in  the  library  about  20,000  vol- 
umes and  40,000  pamphlets.  This  collection  is 
soon  to  be  housed  in  a  new  fireproof  building 
on  the  old  site,  to  cost  $150,000.  With  a  book 
fund  of  $4 500  per  year  the  library  should  make 
vigorous  strides  forward. 

JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

The  John  Crerar  Library  can  really  be  said 
to  be  prospective  only,  inasmuch  as  nothing  has 
been  done  beyond  planning.  John  Crerar  died  in 
Chicago,  October  19,  1889.  His  commercial 
ventures  had  been  successful,  and  after  devising 
liberal  bequests  to  his  relatives,  friends,  and  pub- 
lic charities,  he  left  the  remainder  of  his  estate 
in  trust  for  the  establishment  of  a  public  library. 
The  amount  so  left  is  estimated  at  two  and  one- 
half  million  dollars.  Messrs.  Norman  Williams 
and  Huntington  W.  Jackson  were  appointed  by 
Ihe  will  executors  of  the  estate,  with  power  to 
add  to  their  number  for  the  management  of  the 
library.  The  only  stipulations  in  the  will  restrict- 
ing the  executors  in  the  formation  of  the  library 
were  that  it  should  be  in  the  south  division  of 
the  city  and  that  trashy  novels  —  particularly 
French  novels —  should  not  be  admitted  to  the 
shelves.  Only  a  few  steps  have  been  taken  up 
to  the  present  time.  Having  obtained  the 
passage  of  an  act  by  the  General  Assembly 
authorizing  the  incorporation  of  boards  of 
trustees  for  the  management  of  libraries  pro- 
vided for  by  will,  ir  well-known  gentlemen 
were  chosen,  who,  with  the  executors,  organized 
under  the  new  law.  They  have  decided  that 
the  library  shall  be  for  reference  only;  that  it 
shall  be  a  purely  scientific  library,  and  that  only 
the  income  from  the  main  bequest  shall  be  used 


for  all  expenses.    This  amount  is  estimated  to 
be  about  $100,000. 

No  location  has  been  chosen  for  a  building. 
Indeed  it  will  be  some  yean  yet  before  any  steps 
can  be  taken  in  that  direction,  as  there  must  be 
a  saving  of  the  cost  of  the  building  from  the 
annual  income.  Temporary  quarters  are  to  be 
selected,  however,  and  we  may  soon  have  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  long-talked-of  library 
actually  on  its  feet. 

THE  CHICAGO  LAW  INSTITUTE. 

The  Chicago  Law  Institute  was  organized  in 
1857  under  a  charter  granted  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  state  of  Illinois.  Its  main 
object  was  the  collection  of  a  comprehensive 
law  library  in  this  city.  On  the  8th  of  October, 
1871,  it  had  on  its  shelves  7000  volumes  valued 
at  $30,000.  It  had  complete  sets  of  all  Ameri- 
can law  reports;  all  reports  of  the  English 
courts;  many  of  the  Scotch  and  Irish  reports; 
the  law  journals  of  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land, besides  text-books  and  treatises  of  law, 
ancient  and  modern,  English,  federal,  and  state 
statutes,  etc.  All  these  were  lost  in  the  great 
fire  of  1871,  and  of  the  $20,000  insurance,  only 
about  $2500  could  be  collected  on  account  of  the 
insolvency  of  most  of  the  companies.  This 
amount,  with  something  over  $1300  in  the 
treasury  at  the  time,  formed  the  nucleus  for  a 
new  library.  On  November  6,  1871,  the  annual 
meeting  was  held  amid  the  still  smoking  ruins 
of  the  old  court-house,  the  institute's  former 
home,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  to  relay  the 
foundations  of  the  library.  To  that  end  an 
assessment  for  the  current  year  amounting  to 
one-fourth  of  the  par  value  of  the  stock  of  the 
shareholders  was  levied.  Provision  was  made 
for  the  admission  of  new  members  and  a  board 
of  managers  was  selected  from  among  the  most 
eminent  members  of  the  profession.  A  room 
was  set  aside  for  the  use  of  the  institute  in  the 
old  Rookery  building,  where  it  remained  until  its 
removal  to  the  new  court-house.  It  now  con- 
tains 29,000  volumes,  and  the  annual  accessions 
are  1250.  The  daily  use  of  the  books  is  2500. 
The  total  cost  of  maintaining  the  library  is 
about  $10,000,  which  is  derived  from  member- 
ship fees,  assessments,  interest,  etc. 

CHICAGO  ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES. 

The  Chicago  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences 
was  organized  in  1857  by  12  public-spirited 
gentlemen  who  subscribed  $1500  with  which  to 
make  a  beginning.  A  room  was  taken  on  the 
corner  of  Lake  and  Clark  streets  and  a  few 
cases  for  specimens  were  made,  but  before  the 
museum  was  fairly  on  its  feet  the  financial  panic 
of  that  year  so  paralyzed  business  that  for  two 
years  very  little  was  done. 

In  1859,  to  place  the  institution  on  a  firmer 
basis,  it  was  incorporated  under  the  general  law 
of  the  state  as  "  The  Chicago  Academy  of 
Sciences,"  its  object  being  "  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  scientific  knowledge  by  a  museum, 
a  library,  by  the  reading  and  publication  of 
original  papers,  and  by  such  other  suitable 
methods  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  adopted." 
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In  1862,  Mr.  Robert  Kennicott,  the  first  direc- 
tor of  the  museum,  returned  from  an  extensive 
trip  throughout  British  North  America,  bringing 
many  specimens  of  natural  history.  Although 
this  expedition  was  made  in  the  interest  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  the  academy  was  fur- 
nished with  duplicates  of  nearly  everything  col- 
lected,and  rooms  for  the  enlarged  museum  were 
taken  at  the  corner  of  Randolph  and  La  Salle 
streets.  After  a  partial  destruction  by  fire  in 
1866,  a  lot  was  purchased  on  Wabash  avenue 
near  Van  Buren  street.  A  building  supposed  to 
be  fireproof  was  erected  upon  part  of  this  lot, 
and  it  was  occupied  in  January,  1868. 

The  books  in  the  library  were  essentially  scien- 
tific —  many  of  them  being  transactions  of 
learned  societies.  The  supposed  safety  of  this 
building  induced  several  persons  to  deposit  in  it 
their  collections  of  scientific  books,  as  well  as 
many  special  collections  of  specimens.  The 
growth  of  the  library  as  well  as  of  the  museum 
seemed  assured.  On  the  gth  of  October,  1871, 
this  building  and  its  entire  contents  —  library, 
manuscripts,  and  specimens  —  were  swept  away 
by  the  great  fire,  but  within  12  days  there- 
after steps  were  taken  towards  the  restoration  of 
the  academy.  It  was  determined  to  rebuild  on 
the  same  site  and  nearly  on  the  same  plan.  The 
new  building  was  completed  in  the  fall  of  1873. 
The  library  was  upon  the  first  floor  and  con- 
tained in  1877  about  1500  volumes,  with  some 
hundreds  of  pamphlets. 

But  this  valuable  collection  was  destined  to  be 
disturbed  in  its  peaceful  occupation  of  its  home. 
Money  had  been  borrowed  for  the  erection  of 
the  building  and  it  was  impossible  to  meet  pay- 
ments. The  result  was  a  foreclosure  and  a  sur- 
render of  the  property.  For  some  years  many 
of  the  specimens  were  exhibited  in  the  Expo- 
sition building  on  the  lake  front,  the  remainder, 
with  the  library,  being  stored.  Two  or  three 
years  ago  the  question  of  another  attempt  at  a 
home  for  the  academy  came  to  the  front.  The 
Lincoln  Park  commissioners,  under  authority 
granted  by  a  recent  statute,  provided  the  loca- 
tion and  part  of  the  funds,  but  to  the  munificence 
of  Matthew  Laflin  and  his  sons  the  public  is 
mainly  indebted  for  the  beautiful  and  imposing 
building  now  adorning  the  park.  The  academy 
has  but  recently  taken  possession  of  its  new 
quarters,  and  begins  its  new  career  with  4000 
volumes  of  scientific  works  upon  its  shelves, 
besides  a  vast  number  of  valuable  specimens, 
which  are  rapidly  being  put  In  position  under 
the  direction  of  the  well-known  scientist,  Dr.  S. 
H.  Peabody. 

THE  ART  INSTITUTE   OF   CHICAGO. 

This  institution  was  incorporated  May  24, 1879, 
and  was  the  first  movement  towards  a  revival  of 
the  art  interests  after  the  great  fire.  It  offers 
courses  of  instruction  in  drawing  and  painting, 
sculpture,  designing  and  architecture,  the  last 
being  in  connection  with  Armour  Institute, 
whose  scientific  equipment,  including  its  library 
of  11,000  volumes,  is  at  the  disposal  and  use  of 
all  pupils  in  this  department. 

After  a  sojourn  in  temporary  quarters  for 
three  years,  in  1882  the  property  at  the  south- 


west corner  of  Michigan  avenue  and  Van  Buren 
street  was  bought  for  $45,000  and  a  structure 
erected.  In  1885,  additional  ground  was  pur- 
chased and  a  brown  stone  building  was  erected 
the  succeeding  year.  By  1892,  the  building  was 
outgrown,  the  property  was  sold  for  $425,000, 
and  the  money  was  put  into  the  new  building  on 
Michigan  avenue  at  the  head  of  Adams  street. 
The  institute  in  all  its  departments,  under  the 
experienced  hand  of  the  director,  Mr.  W.  M.  R. 
French,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  is  being 
rapidly  made  more  valuable  and  attractive  by 
the  addition  of  works  of  art. 

The  library  of  the  institute,  of  which  Miss 
J.  L.  Forrester  is  librarian,  consists  of  about 
1 500  volumes,  most  of  which  are  strictly  reference 
books  and  cannot  be  taken  from  the  building. 
The  most  valuable  acquisition  of  the  library  is 
the  gift  by  Dr.  D.  K.  Pearsons  of  the  publica- 
tions of  Braun  &  Co.,  of  Paris,  comprising  about 
18,600  large  carbon  photographs  or  autotypes, 
being  reproductions  of  paintings,  drawings  and 
sculpture  of  the  best-known  galleries  of  Europe. 
They  are  much  used  by  pupils  and  are  highly 
prized.  The  expenses  of  the  library  are  met  by 
the  matriculation  fees  of  students.  This  amount 
is  about  $600  per  annum.  Books  are  loaned  to 
members  of  the  institute  and  to  pupils,  and  the 
reference  books  are  much  used  by  the  latter. 
1716  books  were  loaned  to  pupils  during  the  two 
years  ended  June  i,  1894. 

THE  FIELD   COLUMBIAN  MUSEUM. 

In  March,  1894,  the  Field  Columbian  Museum 
was  formally  established.  The  museum  grew 
out  of  the  Columbian  Exposition,  becoming,  as 
it  were,  the  residuary  legatee  of  many  of  the 
exhibitors.  In  addition  to  donations  received, 
the  d  irectors  of  the  museum  made  large  purchases 
of  valuable  exhibits  from  individuals  and  gov- 
ernments that  could  not  part  with  their  treasures 
without  remuneration.  This  they  were  enabled 
to  do  through  the  munificence  of  Marshall  Field, 
of  Chicago,  for  whom  the  museum  was  named 
and  whose  gift  of  $1,000,000  placed  the  new  in- 
stitution on  a  substantial  foundation  at  once. 

Mr.  Edward  L.  Burchard,  the  librarian,  re- 
ports at  the  present  time  about  9000  titles,  of 
which  about  2000  are  valuable  pamphlets.  These 
books  consist  in  large  measure  of  special  libra- 
ries, and  some  were  received  direct  from  the 
departments  where  they  were  exhibited  during 
the  Columbian  Exposition.  Thus  the  museum 
contains  the  special  libraries  from  the  Depart- 
ments of  Ethnology  and  Mines  and  Mining,  and 
the  'collection  of  books  on  transportation  and 
railroads  from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad's 
exhibit.  The  museum  has  acquired  by  pur- 
chase the  special  library  on  gems  and  precious 
stones  of  Mr. George  F.  Kunz.with  Tiffany  &  Co. , 
of  New  York.  A  special  library  on  ornithology 
is  also  to  be  found  on  the  shelves,  with  a  promise 
of  the  valuable  collection  of  rE.  E.  Ayer,  of 
Chicago,  on  the  same  subject. 

As  far  as  possible  the  books  will  be  placed  in 
the  rooms  to  which  they  relate,  making  infor- 
mation on  special  lines  easy  of  access  to  both 
curators  and  students.  Probably  no  museum  in 
the  world  has  started  on  its  career  of  usefulness 
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with  a  better  collection  of  books  and  specimens, 

54.  Insurance.                         79.  Archaeology. 

or  with  brighter  prospects  for  the  future  than 

55.  Docks  and  shipping.          80.    Topography     and   De- 
s6.  Coal  trade                                      scription* 

the  Field  Columbian  Museum. 

57.  Taxes  and  duties.              81.  Wards. 

Through  the  facilities  offered  by  the  various 

58.  Various  industries.            82.  Parish  and  church  his- 

libraries  and  schools  Chicago  is  becoming  quite 

59.  Companies  and  associ-              lories. 
ations                                81.  Ecclesiastical  architec- 

a  literary   centre.     Students  and  writers  come 

60.  Literature,  Science,  and              ture. 

long  distances  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  ac- 

Art.                                 84.  Public  buildings. 

cess  to  books  not  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  the 

61.  Poetry  and  drama.            85.  Commercial  and  domes- 

West.     Books  are  also  sent  long  distances  under 

63.  Prose.                                            tic  architecture. 
63.  Statistics.                            86.  Street  improvements. 

proper  restriction,  to  persons  whose  time  or  busi- 

64. Geology.                              87.  Thames  and  tributaries. 

ness  will  not  permit  of  a  visit  to  the  city.    Thus 
Chicago  is  acquiring  a  reputation  for  something 

65.  Botany.                                88.  Bridges. 
66.  Natural  history.                  89.  Maps  and  views. 
67.  Climate  and  health.           90.  Suburbs  —  Extra-mu- 

besides  beef  and  pork  —  something,  too,  which 

68.  Art.                                                   ral  London. 

is  quite  as  necessary  —  the  facilities  for  the  cul- 

69. Societies   and    institu-    91.  Liberties. 

ture  of  the  mind. 

tions.                                92.  Tower. 
70.  History.    _                            93.  Inns  of  Court. 

71.  Political  history.                94.  Palaces     and     govern- 
72.  Military  history.                          ment  offices. 

A  CLASSIFICATION  OF  MUNICIPAL 

73.  Trials.                                  95.  Parks  and  gardens. 
74.  Plots  and  insurrections.    96.  Westminster. 

LITERATURE. 

75.  Plagues.                               97.  Westminster  Abbey. 

76.  Great  fire.                             i  8.  South  wark. 

THE  following  scheme  for  the  classification  of 

77.  Notable  events.                  99.  Outer     parishes      and 

London  literature,  devised  for  the  collection  in 

78.  Biography.                                    districts. 

the  Guildli3.ll     ibrnrv  in  London    bv  the  libr<iri- 

an  of  that  institution,  Mr.  Charles  Wells,  is  here 

reprinted  from  the  "Transactions"  of  the  Biblio- 

THE CATALOGUE  OF  THE  ROYAL 

graphical  Society,  vol.  2.  pt.  i.     It  is,  as  Mr. 

LIBRARY  AT    BERLIN. 

Wells  declares,  "  a  development  of  Professor 

Dewey's  decimal  system  of  classification,  which 

From  the  Kolnische  Zeitung. 

has   been  employed   in   the   library   for  many 

THE  Prussian  government   has  appropriated 

years."     Under  the  present  "  municipal  renais- 

the sum  of  300,000  marks   for  the  printing  of  a 

sance,"  such  a  scheme  will    perhaps    have    its 

catalog   of  the  scientific    libraries   of    Prussia 

special  interestto  American  librarians,  although 

contained  in  the  Royal  Library  and  in  the  ten 

it  is  probable  that  the  system  here  offered  can- 

University libraries  of  the  Prussian  dominions. 

not  be  entirely  followed,  if  allowance  is  made 

This  amount  is  to  be  regularly  drawn  in  sums  of 

for  the    difference   in   conditions   in  American 

15,000  marks  per  year.     Two  years  ago  a  loan 

cities  from  those  in  London.     As  to  this  scheme 

system  was  instituted   by  which  all  the  univer- 

being "  a  development"  of  the  decimal  classi- 

sities had  free  access  to  the  works  in  the  Royal 

fication,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only  likeness 

Library.     Since   this  departure,  the   need  of  a 

is  the  arbitrary  division  into  classes  of  ten  sub- 

catalog of  the  royal  treasures  that  can  be  placed 

divisions,  and  this  arbitrary  division  has  here 

in  every  university  has  been  more  and  more  felt. 

been  carried  to  a  point  unexcelled  in  the  D.  C. 

The   Royal   Library  is  obliged  to  acquire  the 

But  as  a  rough  list  of  subject  headings  that  may 

scientific  literature  of  every  branch  of  learning, 

be  useful  in  making  up  a  system  of  classification 

even  works  in  demand  only  by  a  very  small  num- 

for municipal   literature,  the  scheme  may  per- 

ber of  specialists,  and  the  catalog,  as  planned, 

haps  interest  the  readers  of  the  LIBRARY  JOUR- 

will- enable  all  scholars  to   know   which  of  the 

NAL.                                  A.  G.  S.  JOSEPHSON. 

books  required  in  their  researches  are  at  Berlin, 

LONDON  general.               27.  Amusements,  theatres, 

and,  according  to  the  new  rules,  at  their  disposal 

i.  Guides.                                          music. 

in  any  part  of  the  country.     The  British  Museum 

2.  Dictionaries.                       28.  Miscellaneous. 

began  to  print  its  catalog  in  iSSi.and  the  Biblio- 

3.  Essays.                                   29.  Kducntion. 
4.  Periodicals.                         30.  Constitution. 

theque  Nationale  is  now  preparing  its  material 

5.  Societies.                             31.  Charters  and  customs. 

for  the  printer;  it  is  therefore  expected  that  in 

6.  Tours  and  Travels.           32.  Courts,  administrative. 

the   course   of  some   years  the  three  most  im- 

7. Directories.                         33.  Courts,  judicial. 
8.                                               34.  Elections. 

portant  scientific    libraries  of   the   world   will 

9.  Bibliography  and  libra-    ss-  Offices. 

be    put    at    the   service  of    scholars    through- 

ries.                                  36.  Mayoralty. 

out   the   world.     Berlin   claims   that    its    cata- 

10. Theology  (Religion).          37.  Livery  companies, 
ii.  Controversies.                    38.  Freemen    and    appren- 

log  will  be  the  best   for  the  needs  of  scholars. 

12.  Government.                                tices. 

because   it   will    be    a  subject    catalog.      The 

13.  Visitations  and  pastoral    39.  Public  bodies. 

British   Museum  catalog  can   only    be   of  use 

letters.                                  40.  Administration. 
14.  Church  history.                  41.  Poor. 
15.  Sects.                                 42.  Police. 

to    those    who    know    what    they    want.     But 
the  Royal   Library  of   Berlin  will  bring  out  a 

16.  Institutions.                        43.  Prisons. 

classified  catalog  by  which   a  scholar   may   at 

17.  Missions.                             44.  Light  and  water. 
18    Sermons.                             45.  Markets  and  food. 

once  see  all  the  books  existing  on  a  special  sub- 

19. Non-Christian  religions    46.  Sanitary. 

ject  and  make  sure  at  once  that  the  ground  he  is 

20.  Stciallife.                          47.  Roads  and  conveyance. 

endeavoring  to  cover  has  not  already  been  pre- 

21. Ceremonials.                      48.  Associations. 
33.  Pageants  and  entertain-    49.  Other. 
merits.                                 50.  Commtrct. 

empted.     The  catalog  of  the  Royal  Library,  the 
fruit  of  ten  years'  labor  of  scholars  of  profound 

23.  Clubs  and  taverns.            51.  Finance. 

scientific    attainments  (for  the   law  admits  no 

24.  Spies.                                 52.  Bank  of  England,  and 

others  to  the  position  of  cataloger  in  the  Royal 

25.  Fairs.                                             banking. 
26.  Street  life.                          S3-  Old  trading  companies. 

Library),  now  fills  600  massive  folio  volumes  and 
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represents  about  850,000  publications.  The  chief 
value  of  such  a  subject  catalog  will  be  that  it 
will  make  it  possible  for  other  libraries  or  insti- 
tutions to  procure  the  division  of  the  catalog 
which  meets  their  special  needs.  To  buy  the 
immense  catalog  of  the  British  Museum  is  almost 
impossible,  it  is  too  costly,  there  would  be  no 
room  for  it  except  in  a  very  few  libraries,  and 
its  vast  accumulation  of  information  would  be 
wholly  unnecessary  in  the  separate  universities 
of  Germany,  which  are  identified  the  world  over 
with  special  branches  of  learning  and  sought 
only  by  scholars  devoted  to  the  researches  they 
represent.  In  such  universities  the  institute  of 
mineralogy  will  be  enabled  to  buy  the  volume 
of  the  Royal  Library  on  mineralogy,  the  insti- 
tute of  natural  history  that  on  natural  history, 
etc.  Each  institute  can  then  mark  up  the  works 
it  possesses,  insert  any  work  it  may  possess  not 
included  in  the  catalog,  and  know  what  works 
can  be  found  in  the  Royal  Library.  The  cata- 
log will  be  a  monument  to  German  industry  and 
learning.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  in  the  re- 
port of  the  political  convention  authorizing  the 
necessary  outlay  for  this  great  undertaking,  the 
scholars  and  learned  men  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives were  severely  arraigned  for  not  dis- 
playing more  enthusiasm  over  a  decision  of 
which  the  full  benefit  can  be  appreciated  by  them 
only.  

BINDERY  NOTES. 
From  tht  Nation. 

THE  Boston  Public  Library,  in  its  new  and 
ample  quarters,  has  a  roomy  and  well-lighted 
bindery,  wherein  all  the  books  of  the  library  are 
clothed,  at  their  need.  Some  little  leather  work 
is  done  therein,  as  it  becomes  necessary  to  bind 
volumes  to  match  other  volumes  of  a  set,  but  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  binding  is  in  cotton  or 
in  linen.  Large  folios,  their  valuable  plates 
strongly  and  neatly  mounted  on  onglets,  or 
"  guards,"  in  the  most  approved  manner,  and 
small  duodecimos  for  free  circulation  alike,  are 
covered  with  grayish  brown  cotton  duck  or  with 
grayish  white  linen.  One  result  of  modern  in- 
dustrial triumphs  is  that  good  leather  cannot, 
as  a  general  thing,  be  got  for  binding  —  none 
that  will  be  tolerably  sure  to  last  for  twenty 
years,  although  there  are  plenty  of  bindings 
300  years  old  still  at  hand  whose  joints  are 
yet  solid  and  whose  corners  are  yet  sharp. 
We  used  to  be  told  that  Russia  ought  not  to 
be  used,  because  it  would  turn  to  dust  and 
split  all  along  the  hinge  of  each  cover,  and  that 
was  true  ;  but  it  is  true  also  of  calf,  and  now 
it  is  beginning  to  be  said  that  even  the  once 
trustworthy  red  morocco  must  be  given  up. 
Hogskin  there  is  yet,  but  it  is  heavy  and  hard  and 
makes  an  expensive  binding;  parchment  and 
vellum,  too,  but  they  crinkle  and  blister  and 
refuse  to  cling  to  the  boards,  unless,  indeed,  the 
work  is  done  at  a  very  considerable  cost.  This, 
at  least,  is  what  the  Boston  Library  people  urge. 
It  is  in  view  of  these  very  serious  drawbacks  to 
the  old  custom  of  binding  in  leather  that  the 
famous  Boston  institution  has  taken  up  textile 
fabrics  as  its  covering  material.  On  the  other 


hand,  the  bookbinders  by  trade  tell  us  that  the 
leathers  of  50  years  ago  are  made  now  as  well 
as  then.  If  you  want  the  Turkey  morocco  or 
Levant  morocco  binding  of  old  times,  you  can 
have  it,  and  at  the  same  or  equivalent  prices  as 
then.  It  may  be  a  little  dearer  or  a  little  cheaper, 
as  duties  or  wages  vary,  but  the  leather  is  the 
same  and  costs  the  same.  This,  however,  has 
happened:  the  market  is  deluged  with  cheap 
imitations,  and  librarians  have  remade  their 
own  standard  of  cost  to  correspond  with  these. 
A  sham  morocco  can  be  furnished  at  half  the 
price  of  the  real  article,  and  the  volume  that 
would  cost  $2  to  bind  in  the  latter  can  be  bound 
in  the  imitatation  for  $1.60.  The  librarians  say 
then  that  $1.60  is  all  they  will  pay;  and  binding 
done  at  this  price  will  drop  to  pieces  —  there  is 
no  doubt  about  that.  Forget  the  new  com- 
mercial shams,  go  back  to  the  old  honest  leather 
and  the  old  prices,  and  you  need  not  hanker 
after  linen  or  cotton  covering  for  your  books. 

Binding  in  cloth  has  been  somewhat  used 
already  by  amateurs  of  small  means.  Such  an 
one,  having  his  long  rows  of  French  novels 
which  he  loved  —  Cherbuliez  and  George  Sand, 
Dumas  and  Gautier,  Daudet  and  About  —  and 
wishing  to  save  his  money  and  yet  to  have 
pretty  books,  thought  of  the  bright  printed 
calicoes  which  were  in  fashion  for  ladies'  gowns 
that  summer  —  those  with  small  sprigs  of 
flowers  for  their  pattern.  He  laid  in  a  stock  of 
these,  a  different  pattern  for  each  author  (and  a 
good  many  yards  were  necessary  of  the  styles 
chosen  for  Dumas  and  George  Sand).  The 
French  volume^  of  regulation  size  costs  a  franca 
volume  in  France  to  cover  prettily  in  this  way, 
or  a  franc  and  a  quarter  a  volume  with  "  top 
edge  gilt,"  not  counting  the  cost  of  the  printed 
calico  which  one  buys  by  the  yard:  but  this  is 
cartonnage,  or  cloth  binding  of  the  usual  sort, 
and  the  covers,  although  bearing  the  wear  and 
tear  of  years  without  splitting  or  separating 
from  the  volume,  do  certainly  spread  at  the 
back  and  grow  unsightly.  Now,  if  it  were  in- 
deed true  that  modern  industrial  conditions  do 
not  allow  of  good  leather  being  made,  why  not, 
so  long  as  linen  and  cotton  are  still  allowed  us 
of  reasonable  strength  and  durability,  bind  in 
these  ?  Plain  gray  and  brown  linen  are  there 
for  the  serious  workman  and  for  public  libraries, 
variously  colored  stuffs  are  accessible  for  those 
who  prefer  them.  Stamped  work,  which  has 
now  grown  common  in  what  are  called  com- 
mercial bindings,  is  capable  of  much,  if  not 
forced  beyond  its  limitations,  and  finally  silk  is 
available,  and  has  even  been  used  in  several  in- 
stances of  late  in  the  binding  of  whole  editions 
of  gift-books,  although  the  binders  tell  us  that 
silk  does  not  behave  as  well  as  the  humbler  tex- 
tiles. Velvet  used  to  be  familiar  on  the  covers 
of  church  service  books;  and  figured  velvets, 
such  as  those  made  nowadays  in  Venice,  brocades 
like  those  brought  from  Japanr,  and  the  heavier 
kind  of  Indian  ktmkhab  might  be  used  as  well  as 
printed  or  thread-dyed  cotton.  The  cheviot  of 
which  our  summer  outing  shirts  are  made  would 
seem  to  be  well  adapted  for  book-coverings, 
and  so  would  the  tartan  silks  which  are  offered  us 
this  year  (1895)  for  spring  neckties. 
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CLOSING  EXERCISES  FOR  1894  -  95- 

THE  closing  exercises  of  the  New  York  State 
Library  School  for  1894-95  were  held  in  the 
state  library,  June  22.  The  exercises  were  very 
simple,  consisting  only  of  an  informal  address 
by  the  director  and  the  presentation  of  the  di- 
plomas. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  diplomas 
conferred  since  July,  1894: 

Degree  of  B.L.S.:  George  Franklin  Bower- 
man,  Honeoye  Falls,  N.  Y.,  B.A.  University  of 
Rochester,  1892;  Jennie  Lind  Christman,  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  B.S.C.  Iowa  State  College,  1883. 

Diplomas  with  honor:  Grace  Fisher  Leonard, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Brown  University,  1893; 
Harriet  Howard  Stanley,  Magnolia,  Mass.; 
Minnie  Cornwell  Wilson,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Diplomas  :  Edna  Dean  Bullock,  Lincoln,  Neb., 
B.L.  University  of  Nebraska,  1889;  George 
Greenman  Champlin,  Alfred,  N.  Y.,  Ph.B.  Al- 
fred University,  1884,  Ph.M.,  1890;  Walter 
Greenwood  Forsyth, Providence,  R.  I.,  B.A.  Har- 
vard University,  1888;  Helen  Cornwell  Silliman, 
Rutland,  Vt.;  Mary  Louisa  Sutliff,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


State  Cibrarg  Associations. 


MASSACHUSETTS  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club 
was  held  in  Ames  Memorial  Hall  at  North 
Eastern.  May  22,  1895.  The  Boston  party  left 
the  Old  Colony  station  at  8.30  a.m.  in  a  private 
car  provided  by  the  kindness  of  the  N.  Y.  N.  H. 
&  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  and  reached  North  Easton  at 
9.17,  where  those  who  had  come  from  the  south 
awaited  them.  The  whole  party  were  then 
conducted  to  the  library,  visiting  on  the  way 
Unity  Church,  which  contains  a  beautiful  stained 
glass  window  by  La  Farge.  The  library  build- 
ing and  Memorial  Hall,  both  designed  by  Rich- 
ardson, are  grouped  effectively  upon  an  eminence, 
and  present  a  singularly  attractive  picture  as 
viewed  from  the  approach  from  the  station. 

After  inspecting  the  library  the  party  crossed 
to  the  hall,  where  the  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  the  president,  Mr.  Foster,  at  10.40. 

Mr.  W:  R.  Eastman,  of  the  Public  Libraries 
Division  of  the  New  York  State  Library,  opened 
the  session  with  an  entertaining  and  valuable 
paper  upon  the  travelling  libraries  of  New  York. 
These  are  now  familiar  to  readers  of  the  LI- 
BRARY JOURNAL,  but  a  few  quotations  must 
nevertheless  be  permitted.  Since  Feb.  8,  1893, 
223  of  these  libraries  have  been  sent  out,  and 
counting  the  use  of  those  now  out  it  may  be 
safely  said  that  40,000  of  these  books  have  thus 
been  read  in  a  little  more  than  two  years. 
"  The  effort  is  made  to  bring  together  books  of 
some  educational  value  that  are  deservedly  pop- 
ular; books  that  are  neither  trivial  nor  heavy; 
a  few  books  to  meet  the  wishes  of  a  few  culti- 
vated people,  but  most  books  to  meet  the  tastes  of 
the  many,  and  to  meet  them  in  such  a  way  as  to 


cultivate  higher  and  better  tastes."  ' '  They  serve 
also  as  an  object-lesson  to  show  what  a  library  is, 
how  it  may  be  arranged  and  handled,  how  many 
attractive  and  excellent  books  may  be  had,  and 
how  good  and  how  easy  it  is  to  have  them." 
"  Libraries  that  are  fully  able  and  ready  to  buy 
books  still  find  the  travelling  libraries  a  decided 
advantage  in  showing  them  the  books  they 
want,  and  giving  them  the  actual  trial  of  many 
books  in  advance  of  their  buying." 

Several  juvenile  libraries  of  25  vols.  have 
been  prepared,  and  it  is  the  intention  to  add 
one  of  these  to  a  general  library  for  an  extra 
charge  of  f  i,  so  that  the  use  of  125  books  may 
be  had  for  six  months  for  $ 6. 

Miss  Chandler,  of  Lancaster,  said  she  thought 
it  was  not  widely  known  what  had  been  done  in 
this  state  and  in  this  direction  by  private  enter- 
prise, and  read  the  circular  of  the  Woman's 
Education  Association,  which  she  followed  by 
an  interesting  account  of  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation. The  object  of  the  association  is  to 
generally  "promote  educational  interests,"  but 
it  has  recently  taken  up  the  special  work  of  in- 
creasing the  usefulness  of  the  small  town  libraries 
of  the  state.  This  is  done  by  loaning  travelling 
libraries  of  about  25  volumes  for  periods  of  six 
months  to  libraries  or  societies  applying  for 
them.  About  seven  libraries  of  varying  char- 
acter have  been  used  in  this  way  by  a  number  of 
towns  with  most  gratifying  success. 

Mr.  Foster  described  the  plan  of  the  state 
library  commission  to  buy  reference  books  to 
loan  on  request  to  libraries,  with  a  view  to  ac- 
quiring a  reference  loaning  library. 

Mr.  Eastman  said  that  it  was  one  of  the  duties 
of  the  New  York  State  Library  to  answer  ques- 
tions, but  that  for  research  of  more  than  an  hour 
in  length  a  charge  was  made.  Officers  of  any 
institution  connected  with  the  University  were 
entitled  to  borrow  books  of  reference,  particu- 
larly from  the  duplicates. 

The  morning  session  closed  at  12  m.,  and 
after  enjoying  a  bountiful  dinner,  the  club,  in  a 
body,  visited  the  greenhouses  on  the  Ames 
estates,  delighting  in  the  profusion  of  charming 
and  wonderful  flowers  and  the  beauty  of  the 
housing. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  at  2.40  p.m.  — 
such  was  the  effect  of  nature  and  of  art  —  with  a 
report  from  the  executive  committee  upon  the 
appointment  of  a  special  committee  on  lists  of 
fiction,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Salem, 
chairman;  Miss  Nina  E.  Browne,  of  Boston, 
secretary;  and  15  readers. 

Mr.  Jones  then  spoke  upon  the  variations  in 
charging  books  under  the  "two-book  plan," 
giving  in  the  main  the  facts  and  figures  printed 
in  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  for  May,  1895.  Some 
discussion  of  the  respective  merits  of  one  and 
two  cards  followed,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
either  plan  was  capable  of  good  results  in  hands 
familiar  with  it. 

Miss  Thurston  said  that  a  boy  of  12  who  had 
lately  applied  for  his  first  card  asked  for  two, 
"  one  for  fiction  and  one  for  truth." 

Miss  Blanchard,  of  Wey mouth,  issues  a  special 
card  stamped  "  not  for  fiction  ";  300  of  these  had 
been  issued ,  and  during  the  period  from  February 
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to  April  900  more  volumes  had  been  issued  than 
in  the  same  period  in  the  preceding  year,  while 
the  proportion  of  fiction  declined  from  70  %  to 
65*. 

Miss  Chandler  said  that  at  Lancaster  there 
had  been  an  increase  of  20  %  in  circulation 
since  the  plan  was  adopted  —  9  %  of  which  was  in 
school  work — and  there  was  a  marked  increase 
in  the  use  of  magazines.  Fiction  percentage  had 
declined  from  68  %  to  60  %.  Miss  Thurston  had 
found  that  people  sometimes  thought  they  must 
take  fiction  on  the  fiction  card. 

Mr.  Foster  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  it 
took  people  longer  to  read  solid  literature  than 
an  equal  amount  of  fiction,  and  said  that  this 
should  be  borne  in  mind  when  interpreting 
statistics. 

Mr.  Gifford,  librarian  of  the  Cambridge  Pub- 
lic Library,  then  gave  an  account  of  the  purchase 
of  books  for  the  Millicent  Library,  at  Fairhaven, 
which  he  had  conducted  while  assistant  librarian 
in  the  New  Bedford  Public  Library.  The  Milli- 
cent Library  was  founded  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Rogers, 
as  a  memorial  of  his  daughter.  The  town  holds 
the  title  of  the  land  and  building,  but  the 
management  is  in  the  hands  of  a  self-perpetuating 
board  of  trustees  named  by  Mr.  Rogers,  and  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  library  is  met  from  the 
income  of  $100,000  given  by  Mr.  Rogers  and 
placed  in  the  care  of  the  state  as  trustee.  By 
the  deed  of  gift  the  library  must  be  kept  open 
twelve  hours  a  day  every  day  in  the  year.  About 
10,000  volumes  were  bought  to  stock  the  library 
at  the  start.  After  selecting  the  reference  books, 
with  due  regard  to  the  existence  in  New  Bedford 
of  an  unusually  good  reference  library,  two 
copies  of  the  catalogs  of  the  leading  publishers 
were  secured  and  in  each  were  checked  the 
titles  desired.  One  copy  was  kept  as  a  record, 
and  the  other  sent  to  the  purchasing  agent  in 
New  York,  of  whom,  by  Mr.  Rogers'  wish,  all 
the  books  were  bought.  The  chief  attention  was 
paid  to  fiction,  biography,  and  travel;  in  philos- 
ophy—  philology  but  little  was  got.  No  texts 
were  bought  in  the  original,  though  some  have 
since^  been  added,  but  a  translation  of  each 
classic  was  secured.  A  similar  method  was 
adopted  with  a  number  of  good  second-hand 
catalogs,  and  finally  the  "  Trade  List  Annual" 
of  1892  was  searched.  The  A.  L.  A.  catalog 
had  not  been  issued  when  this  purchase  was 
made,  but  on  its  appearance  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  its  titles  were  found  to  have  been 
bought. 

Mr.  Faxon  called  attention  to  the  standing 
offer  of  Swedenborgian  Publication  Society  to 
supply  a  copy  of  Swedenborg's  works  to  any  li- 
brary that  would  engage  to  pay  for  transporta- 
tion and  to  place  the  books  on  the  shelves.  Mr. 
Jones  stated  that  certain  Unitarian  books  could 
be  had  on  the  same  terms  from  the  Unitarian 
Association. 

Mr.  Chase  then  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Ames  Free  Library,  to  Miss 
Lamprey,  the  librarian,  and  other  friends  who 
had  contributed  so  greatly  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
day,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  where- 
upon the  meeting  adjourned. 

WM.  H.  TILLINGHAST,  Secretary. 


AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION,  Publishing 
Section.  List  of  books  for  girls  and  women 
and  their  clubs  ;  edited  by  Augusta  H.  Ley- 
poldt  and  George  He?.  Part  i  :  Fiction ; 
chosen  and  annotated  by  a  reviewer  for 
The  Nation.  Boston,  Library  Bureau,  1895. 
1 60  p.  Tt.  10  c. 

The  Publishing  Section  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  authorized  in  1894  the  prep- 
aration of  a  list  of  books  for  girls'  and  women's 
clubs, to  be  especially  intended  as  a  guide  for  read- 
ers and  students.  The  compilation  of  this  list 
was  begun  over  a  year  ago  by  Miss  Ellen  M. 
Coe,  whose  progress  on  the  work  has  been  from 
time  to  time  noted  in  the  JOURNAL  (See  L.  j., 
November,  1894,  p.  381 ;  January,  1895,  p.  20). 
When, in  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  Miss 
Coe's  connection  with  library  matters  ceased, 
her  work  was  taken  up  by  Mr.  George  lies,  of 
the  Publishing  Section,  and  Mrs.  Augusta  H. 
Leypoldt,  editor  of  the  Literary  News,  who  have 
largely  extended  and  modified  the  original  plan. 
The  complete  work,  of  which  the  present  pam- 
phlet is  the  first  part,  will  contain  five  divisions, 
each  of  which  will  be  published  separately,  as 
ready.  Part  2,  covering  Biography,  History, 
Travel,  Literature  and  Folk-lore,  will  follow 
promptly  after  Fiction  ;  the  other  divisions  will 
include  :  Part  3,  Fine  Arts  and  Music  ;  Part  4, 
Education,  Self-culture,  Science  ;  Part  5,  Use- 
ful Arts,  Livelihoods,  Country  occupations, 
Domestic  economy,  Recreations  and  Sports. 
The  various  parts,  together  with  lists  of  refer- 
ence books  and  of  periodicals,  brief  hints  on 
club  organization  and  management,  and  a  full 
index,  will  be  finally  issued  early  in  the  coming 
autumn  in  a  single  substantial  volume.  The 
list  will  thus  be  obtainable  either  in  separate 
paper-bound  parts,  similar  in  size  and  style  to 
the  A.  L.  A.  Handbook  and  sold  at  ten  cents 
each,  or  in  the  form  of  a  classed  catalog  with 
author,  title,  and  subject  index,  in  pages  four 
times  the  size  of  those  of  the  parts,  at  50  c.  in 
paper,  and  $1.00  in  cloth. 

Of  course,  the  distinctive  feature  of  the  list  is 
its  "evaluation."  In  this  particular  Mr.  lies  has 
been  able  to  carry  out  his  long-cherished  pur- 
pose of  bringing  to  the  aid  of  the  general  read- 
ing and  inquiring  public  the  services  of  men  and 
women  who  have  thoroughly  mastered  specific 
fields  of  literature.  Among  the  contributors  of 
the  various  departments  of  the  catalog  are  : 
for  Fiction,  a  reviewer  of  The  Nation  ;  for  His- 
tory, R.  G.  Thwaites;  for  Travel,  Miss  A.  R. 
Hasse  ;  for  Literature,  G.  Mercer  Adam  ;  Folk- 
lore, Stewart  Culin  ;  Fine  Arts.  Russell  Stur- 
gis ;  Music,  H.  E.  Krehbiel,  musical  editor  of 
the  N.  Y.  Tribune;  Kindergarten,  Miss  Ange- 
line  Brooks,  of  the  Teachers'  College,  New 
York  ;  Natural  History,  Olive  Thome  Miller  ; 
and  Education,  Prof.  E.  R.  Shaw,  of  New  York 
University.  Of  the  value  of  the  list  as  a  whole, 
it  is  as  yet  impossible  to  speak,  though  Part  I 
promises  well  for  its  successors,  but  certainly 
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its  leading  feature  of  authoritative  critical  an- 
notation cannot  fail  to  be  widely  useful. 

The  fiction  list  is  limited  to  the  principal 
works  of  250  American,  British,  and  Canadian 
authors,  including,  besides  well-known  writers,  a 
few  of  the  weak,  frivolous  and  trashy  novelists, 
whose  popularity  is  one  of  the  woes  of  the  li- 
brarian, and  for  whom  there  is  a  word  of  com- 
ment or  of  condemnation.  It  is  an  author 
list ;  entries  are  made  generally  under  real 
name,  with  references  from  pseudonyms,  and 
when  practicable  the  dates  of  birth  and  death 
of  authors  are  given.  Names  of  publishers  are 
abbreviated  ;  as  a  rule  at  least  two  low-priced 
editions  of  a  book  are  noted — one  in  cloth  and 
one  in  paper  ;  and  the  first  note  after  an  author's 
name  is  followed  by  the  number  of  his  works  in 
the  D.C.  The  plan  of  the  annotations  has  been 
to  give  to  each  leading  writer  a  general  charac- 
terization of  his  place  in  literature  and  the  dom- 
inant qualities  of  his  work,  and  to  follow  this 
with  short  comment  on  his  best  books,  bringing 
out,  as  far  as  possible,  the  key-note  of  each. 
The  annotations  are  extremely  interesting 
and  written  with  spirit  and  color.  Probably  no 
critical  estimate  can  be  made  that  docs.not  show 
some  trace  of  the  "personal  equation,"  but 
setting  aside  questions  of  personal  bias,  the  an- 
notations to  the  present  list  will  undoubtedly 
prove  most  suggestive.  For  librarians  it  will 
be  useful  as  a  comprehensive  critical  estimate 
of  novels  in  the  English  language,  and  with 
the  call-numbers  written  in  should  serve  as 
an  excellent  finding-list.  Considered  as  "ad- 
vance sheets,"  it  promises  a  complete  catalog 
of  representative  literature  of  quite  unusual 
interest  and  value. 

BIERSTADT,  O.  A,.  The  library  of  Robert 
Hoe  :  a  contribution  to  the  history  of  bibli- 
ophilism  in  America  ;  with  no  il.  taken  from 
ms.  and  books  in  the  collection.  N.  Y., 
Duprat  &  Co.,  1895.  c.  10+224  p.  O.  net, 

$15- 

This  beautiful  volume  is  not  only  a  most 
notable  contribution  to  American  bibliograph- 
ical literature,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
most  perfect  examples  of  typography  and  book- 
making  that  has  left  the  press  of  an  American 
printer.  From  the  simple  binding  of  plain  blue 
cloth  to  the  choice  of  type  and  the  use  of  creamy 
vellum  paper,  no  detail  has  been  slighted,  while 
the  artotyp*  reproductions  of  the  no  illustra- 
tions taken  from  mss.  and  books  in  the  collec- 
tion are  veritable  gems.  Mr.  Hoe's  collection 
is  well  worthy  of  such  a  presentation,  and  Mr. 
Bierstadt,  who  is  assistant  librarian  of  the  Astor 
Library,  has  described  it  with  enthusiasm  and 
trained  knowledge. 

The  collection,  which  ranks  as  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  private  libraries  in  the  United 
States,  comprises,  at  a  rough  estimate,  about 
15,000  volumes  ;  of  early  mss.  upon  vellum  and 
paper  there  is  an  unusually  large  number,  and 
to  these  hundred  or  more  varieties  the  first 
attention  is  given.  The  early  typographers  of 
Germany,  Italy,  France,  Switzerland,  the  Low 


Countries  and  England  are  fully  represented 
and  the  connection  between  the  varying  styles 
and  methods  is  interestingly  traced.  Then  follow 
full  and  interesting  descriptions  of  the  Books  of 
Hours  of  the  isth  century,  the  Aldines,  Elze- 
virs, and  the  rare  books  of  the  Renaissance 
epoch,  embellished  with  quaint  and  curious 
fac-simile  illustrations,  beautifully  reproduced. 
English  literature  also  occupies  a  prominent 
place  in  the  library,  and  first  editions  abound. 
There  are  black-letter  Chaucers,  folio  Shake- 
speares,  Elizabethan  dramatists  and  dramatists  of 
the  restoration,  the  masters  of  English  thought 
and  speech  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  the 
great  writers  of  the  Victorian  era.  Much  space 
is  given  to  the  description  of  notable  bindings 
and  the  collection  is  rich  in  specimens  of  the 
best  work  of  the  great  binders  of  ancient  and 
modern  times.  Both  as  a  bibliographical  work 
and  as  an  example  of  artistic  bookmaking  this 
volume  will  long  remain  the  most  important  ad- 
dition "  to  the  history  of  bibliophilism  in  Amer- 
ica," and  to  the  study  of  the  private  libraries  of 
New  York. 

LARNED,  Josephus  Nelson.  History  for  ready 
reference,  from  the  best  historians,  biog- 
raphers, and  specialists.  In  five  vols.  Vol. 
5  —  Tunnage  to  Zyp,  and  Supplement.  Spring- 
field, C.  A.  Nichols  &  Co.,  1894. 
This  volume  concludes  Mr.  Larned's  great 
historical  compendium,  and  it  is  a  fitting  crown 
and  finish  to  what  is  one  of  the  most  notable  and 
useful  recent  works  of  reference.  The  3935 
closely  printed,  double-column  pages  of  these 
five  volumes  cover  an  extent  and  variety  of  in- 
formation that  it  is  difficult  to  estimate.  In  the 
present  volume  423  pages,  or  more  than  half  of 
the  entire  space,  is  given  to  the  United  States. 
This  division  —  which  might  be  termed  an  in- 
dependent history  in  itself — contains  seven 
maps*  five  of  them  devoted  to  the  principal 
theatres  of  the  civil  war.  The  other  topics  to 
which  considerable  space  has  been  given  are 
Turks,  27  pages;  Venice,  13  pages;  and  Virginia, 
12  pages.  The  volume  proper  ends  with  the 
entry  "Zyp,  Battle  of  the,"  on  page  3668,  and 
the  200  pages  following  are  devoted  to  the 
supplement.  The  contents  of  this  appendix  are 
best  given  in  Mr.  Larned's  own  words.  He  says: 
"  This  supplement  contains  :  i.  Some  passages 
translated  from  German  and  French  writings, 
touching  matters  less  competently  treated  in  the 
body  of  the  work,  where  the  compilation  is  re- 
stricted to'  the  literature  of  history  in  the  English 
anguage,"  either  originally  or  in  published  trans- 
ations.  2.  Some  postscripts  on  recent  events, 
and  some  excerpts  from  recent  books.  3.  Treat- 
ment of  some  topics  that  were  omitted  from  their 
places  in  the  body  of  the  work,  either  intention- 
illy  or  by  accident,  and  which  it  seems  best  to 
nclude.  4.  Some  cross-references  needed  to 
complete  the  subject-indexing  of  the  work 
throughout.  5.  A  complete  series  of  chronologi- 
cal tables,  by  centuries.  6.  A  series  of  dynastic 
genealogies,  in  a  form  different  from  the  usual 
plan  of  their  construction,  and  which,  it  is  hoped, 
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may  be  found  more  easily  intelligible.  7.  Select 
bibliographies,  partly  annotated,  of  several  of 
the  more  important  fields  of  history.  8.  A  full 
list  of  the  works  quoted  from  in  this  compilation 
of  '  History  for  ready  reference  and  topical  read- 
ing,' with  the  names  of  the  publishers."  Among 
the  especially  novel  and  important  features  of 
the  supplemeni  are  the  detailed  chronology  of 
universal  histoi  v  (45  pages);  the  tables  of  the 
lineage  of  Europ  an  sovereigns  and  great  historic 
families  (28  pages);  the  minute  special  chronol- 
ogies of  African  and  Arctic  exploration  (10 
pages),  which,  it  is  said,  are  the  only  records  of 
the  kind  ever  compiled  ;  and  the  valuable  essay 
upon  "Commerce"  (32  pages).  In  the  selec- 
tions and  translations  from  the  German,  Mr. 
Larned  has  had  the  help  of  Ernest  F.  Hender- 
son, author  of  "  A  history  of  Germany  in  the 
Middle  Ages,"  who  has  also  prepared  the  bibli- 
ography of  French  and  German  writings.  The 
"selected  bibliography  "  of  books  quoted  con- 
cludes the  work  ;  it  covers  51  pages  of  solid 
nonpariel,  is  classed  and  briefly  annotated,  and 
presents  within  the  least  space  what  is  probably 
the  most  comprehensive  and  representative  con- 
spectus of  historical  literature  accessible  to  the 
general  reader.  Perhaps  one  of  the  chief  merits 
of  this  work  is  the  promptness  with  which  it  has 
been  issued,  a  promptness  which  is  as  desirable 
as  it  is  usually  unattainable  in  publications  of 
this  character.  The  first  volume  of  "  Hi  tory 
for  ready  reference"  appeared  in  April,  1894, 
and  in  July,  1895,  it  is  possible  to  tender  to  Mr. 
Larned  hearty  congratulations  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  his  magnum  opus. 

N6RRENBERG,     Constantin.      Die    volksbiblio- 
thek:  ihre  aufgabe  und   ihre  reform;  referat 
auf  der  25  generalversammlung  der  gesell- 
schaft   fiir   verbreitung   von  volksbildung  in 
Hamburg  am  19  Mai,  1895.     28  p.  S. 
The  librarian  of  the  Kiel  University  Library 
when  he  attended  the  Conference  at  Chicago  in 
1893  pronounced  America  ahead  of  the  whole 
world  in  the  education  of  the  peeple  by  public 
libraries.     In  the  present  lecture  he  has  formu- 
lated his  studies  of  the  work  of  the  A.  L.  A.  for 
the  benefit  of  his  fellow-librarians  in  Germany, 
which  although  ahead  in  higher  education  and 
universities,    stands   far   behind    England    and 
America  in  its  provision  for  the  literary  educa- 
tion of  the  masses.     In  summing  up  Dr.  Nor- 
renberg  asked  for  reports  on  the  following  ques- 
tions: 

1.  The  best  and  cheapest  method  of  spreading 
good  literature  by  the  means  of  public  libraries. 

2.  Plans  for  reform   of  the   existing   public 
libraries,  which  are  wholly  inadequate  for  the 
work  that  should  be  theirs. 

He  pointed  out  the  need  of  making  each  li- 
brary serve  the  needs  of  the  educated  as  well  as 
the  lower  classes;  the  necessity  of  having  such 
libraries  under  the  care  of  trained  librarians;  the 
special  need  of  evening  use  of  a  well-lighted 
reading-room,  of  good  catalogs,  and  of  the 
awakening  of  such  interest  in  libraries  as  should 
lead  to  bequests  and  provisions  that  should  be 
handled  with  trained  minds  and  methods. 


Cibrarjj  (Economg  anb  ^i 


GENERA  L. 

The  PENNSYLVANIA  LIBRARY  CLUB  has  issued 
as  no.  3  of  the  Occasional  Papers,  published 
by  the  association,  an  address  on  "  American 
libraries,  their  past,  present  and  future,"  read 
at  the  meeting  of  Feb.  n,  1895,  by  G:  Watson 
Cole,  of  the  Jersey  City  P.  L.;  and  Miss  M.  S. 
Cutler's  paper  on  "  Two  fundamentals,"  read  at 
the  meeting  of  May  13,  1895.  Mr.  Cole's  ad- 
dress is  a  review  of  the  library  movement  in  the 
United  States  to  the  present  time,  with  an  ingen- 
ious forecast  of  the  "  future  possibilities  "  of  the 
library  situation  in  the  year  of  grace  1995.  Miss 
Cutler's  paper  emphasizes  the  need  of  thorough 
organization  and  adaptation  to  local  needs, 
to  the  right  administration  of  a  library.  The 
paper  on  "  Fiction"  by  John  Thomson,  printed 
in  June,  1894,  as  No.  I  ol  the  Occasional  Papers, 
is  now  reissued  in  a  second  edition,  dated  June, 

1895. 

LOCAL. 

Bowdoin  College  L.,  Brunswick,  Me.  (Rpt.) 
The  librarian's  report  covers  p.  239  -  249  of  the 
Bowdoin  College  Bulletin,  no.  4,  for  June,  1895. 
With  this  issue  the  publication  of  the  Bulletin  is 
discontinued  ;  its  bibliographical  department 
will,  however,  be  published  independently  under 
the  title  Bibliographical  contributions. 

Mr.  Little  reports  as  follows  :  Added  2039  » 
total  (exclusive  of  medical  1.,  3600  v.)  55,169. 
Issued  6090.  A  brief  but  urgent  summary  of 
the  need  of  additional  shelving  and  more  space  is 
made.  As  to  the  future  growth  of  the  library, 
Mr.  Little  says  :  "  In  1892  the  librarian  reported 
as  the  result  of  eight  years  of  experience  that 
$1500  was  the  smallest  annual  appropriation  that 
could  insure  the  normal  growth  of  the  library. 
That  sum  was  appropriated  for  two  successive 
years.  But  in  1894,  the  centennial  year,  with  the 
college  income  $5000  greater  than  before,  the  ap- 
propriation for  books  was  reduced  to  $1000,  the 
very  same  amount  which  was  appropriated  for 
the  same  object  in  1803.  It  is  hard  to  believe 
that  this  large  reduction  in  so  important  an  ap- 
propriation resulted  from  the  belief  that  those 
of  previous  years  had  been  excessive.  It  is 
equally  hard  to  infer  that  it  was  for  lack  of 
money,  since  appropriations  for  other_depart- 
ments  were  considerably  larger  than  in  1892. 
Unless  a  return  is  made  to  the  former  appro- 
priation the  Bowdoin  library  will  not  be  able  to 
longer  maintain  the  position  it  has  held  for  a 
century  as  the  largest  collection  of  books  in  the 
state.  Four  other  libraries  in  Maine  are  now 
able  to  spend  a  larger  amount  each  year  upon 
new  books.  Without  the  state  there  is  no  col- 
lege, with  which  we  would  care  to  compare  our- 
selves, that  does  not  have  an  income  from  two 
to  twenty-fold  as  great  as  ourrown." 

Bradford,  Vt.,  Woods  Z.  The  new  Woods 
Library  building  was  dedicated  on  the  afternoon 
of  July  4,  the  oration  of  the  day  being  by  Col. 
J.  H.  Benton,  of  Boston.  The  library  was  in- 
corporated as  the  Bradford  Social  Library  in 
1796,  and  in  1880  was  organized  as  a  free  public 
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library.     The  new  building  was  given  by  John 
Luran  Woods,  of  Bradford. 

CARPENTER,  Edmund  J.     The  story  of  the  Bos- 
ton Public  Library.     (In  New  England  Maga- 
zine for  August,  1895,  p.  737-756.)     il. 
An  interesting  sketch  of  the  history  and  de- 
velopment of  the   Boston  Public  Library,  from 
its  organization  in  1841  to  the  present  time;  il- 
lustrated with  views  of  the  old  buildings  and  por- 
traits of  trustees  and  librarians. 

Dexter,  Me. ,  A bbott  Memorial  L.  The  Abbott 
Memorial  Library,  given  to  Dexter  by  J:  A. 
Abbott,  of  that  town,  was  formally  dedicated  on 
July  2.  The  building,  which  cost  $25,000,  is  in 
the  form  of  a  rectangle,  with  a  wing  extending 
in  the  rear.  The  style  of  architecture  is  Italian 
Renaissance.  The  ornamentation  of  the  exte- 
rior is  a  continuous  facia  about  the  main  portion 
of  the  facade,  ornamented  with  a  decorative 
panel  bearing  the  names  of  distinguished  men 
in  literature,  art,  and  science,  arranged  in  groups 
pertaining  to  each  of  these  individual  classes. 

In  the  centre,  is  the  entrance  portico,  with 
broad  steps  and  buttresses.  On  either  side  the 
buttresses  are  made  to  receive  ornamental 
statuary  or  pottery,  and  the  main  pediment  of 
the  portico  is  filled  with  Renaissance  ornamen-, 
tations,  encircling  a  shield  symbolic  of  liberty, 
architecture,  and  science.  On  either  side  of 
the  entrance  are  ornamental  shields  relating  to 
the  departments  of  literature,  and  the  main 
archway  is  supported  by  ornamental  columns. 
The  main  entrance  is  through  a  large  doorwav, 
on  either  side  of  which  is  a  window  and  heavy 
tracery,  and  the  beauty  of  the  portico  is  added 
to  by  the  panelling  of  the  ceiling.  To  the  right 
and  left  are  smaller  entrances  to  the  selectmen's 
room  on  the  left  and  art  gallery  on  the  right. 

The  main  entrance  leads  into  a  large  hall, 
16  x  23,  finished  in  quartered  oak,  even  to  the 
floor.  On  one  side  is  the  delivery-room;  at  the 
rear  of  the  hall  is  the  book-stack,  with  a  ca- 
pacity, of  20,000  v.,  and  on  the  right  of  the  hall 
is  a  room  to  be  devoted  to  an  art  gallery.  The 
ceilings  are  all  beautifully  frescoed,  and  much 
care  and  artistic  taste  is  displayed  in  the  dec- 
oration and  fitting  of  the  building.  It  is  piped 
for  gas  and  wired  for  electricity. 

The  library  now  contains  but  4000  v.,  the 
collection  of  the  old  public  library;  but  it  is 
probable  that  it  will  be  considerably  increased 
after  it  is  fairly  established  in  the  new  building. 

Fall  River  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  board  has  issued 
a  circular  inviting  architects  to  submit  plans  for 
the  new  library  building.  From  among  the 
plans  submitted  the  best  five  will  be  selected. 
Should  one  of  the  five  plans  be  selected,  each  of 
the  four  architects  submitting  other  plans  will 
be  paid  $250.  In  case  all  five  are  rejected,  $250 
will  be  paid  for  each,  and  the  committee  will 
take  other  means  to  procure  plans.  The  author 
of  the  accepted  plan  shall  be  appointed  architect 
of  the  building,  and  be  paid  for  his  services  In 
accordance  with  the  "  Schedule  of  minimum 
charges "  authorized  by  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Architects.  The  new  building  is  to  cost 
not  more  than  f  100,000. 


Helena  (Mont.)  P.  L.  In  July  it  was  decided 
to  issue  two  books  —  one  non-fiction  —  to  all  bor- 
rowers desiring  them.  The  age  limit,  which  has 
heretofore  been  12  years,  has  been  removed, 
and  children  are  now  allowed  cards  "  (if  their 
parents  approve)  as  soon  they  are  old  enough  to 
use  the  library  themselves." 

Indianapolis  (Ind.)  P.  L.  (2ist  rpt.)  Added 
4804;  total  59,317.  Issued,  home  use  233,776; 
reading-room  use  53,023.  New  cards  issued 
3535  ;  total  registration  23,483. 

Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  James  Prendergast  L. 
(4th  rpt.)  Added  933  ;  total  10,045.  Issued, 
home  use  49,194  (fict.  49.21  %  ;  juv.  22.42  %). 
Visitors  to  reference  dept.  18,808.  Total  regis- 
tration 3338. 

"  The  most  noteworthy  fact  in  the  history  of 
the  library  during  the  year  was  attaining  the 
io,ooo-volume  mark,  which  ranks  us  with  the 
75  libraries  of  the  state  that  have  10,000  vol- 
umes or  more." 

Comparison  with  the  figures  of  last  year 
shows  that  the  reading  of  fiction  was  reduced 
3.5  per  cent.  History,  which  includes  travel 
and  biography,  gained  2.9  per  cent.,  and  all 
other  classes  have  gained  somewhat. 

"  During  the  year  special  outlay  has  been 
made  for  kindergarten  literature,  electrical 
works,  U.  S.  and  modern  history,  travel  and 
biography.  In  fiction  it  has  been  the  aim  to  put 
on  the  shelves  the  best  of  the  new  books,  and  to 
duplicate  the  more  valuable  of  the  popular 
works. 

"  Of  the  710  accessions  in  the  circulating  de- 
partment, 128  were  Swedish  books,  imported 
last  September.  These  are  the  first  books  in 
the  Swedish  language  added  to  the  library. 
They  are  works  of  high  character,  classi- 
fied in  philosophy,  religion,  sociology,  litera- 
ture, and  history.  In  the  nine  months  that 
these  books  have  been  in  circulation  644  have 
been  loaned,  a  daily  average  of  three.  They 
haye  been  highly  appreciated  by  the  Swedish 
people,  and  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  them 
justifies  their  purchase. 

"A  travelling  library  of  100  volumes  was  loaned 
us  by  the  state  for  six  months  to  supplement  our 
own  new  books.  The  books  were  used  as  if  our 
own,  and  when  they  were  returned,  with  report 
of  their  circulation,  it  was  found  that  they  had 
had  the  largest  circulation  of  any  travelling 
library  ever  sent  out  by  the  state.  Another 
library  of  too  volumes  on  a  special  subject  was 
also  loaned  us  by  the  state. 

•  "  A  special  effort  was  made  during  the  past 
vear  to  keep  in  touch  with  teachers  and  pupil?. 
The  librarian  visited  the  schools,  telling  of  the 
resources  of  the  library  and  how  they  were 
available.  Since  that  time  pupils  of  all  grades 
have  used  the  reference-room  extensively  in 
search  of  articles  and  books  to  supplement 
their  school  work.  Histories,  biographies, 
books  of  travel  and  natural  history  have  been 
in  great  demand.  Gradually  the  resources  of 
the  library  are  becoming  better  known  to  the 
teachers,  with  the  result  of  a  largely  increased 
use  of  books. 

"In  January  a  'List  of  350  good  books  for 
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the  young  people '  was  published  to  aid  in  the 
selection  of  the  best  books  for  home  reading, 
and  the  result  has  proved  most  gratifying,  for 
the  lists  have  been  in  great  demand  and  constant 
use.  No  part  of  the  library  work  is  more  im- 
portant than  in  guiding  the  children  to  suitable 
reading  matter." 

Kansas  State  Hist.  Sac.,  Topeka.  (gth  bien- 
nial rpt.)  Details  of  the  growth  of  the  library 
during  the  past  two  years  are  given  in  the  re- 
port. Additions  are  5708  (3378  pm.) ;  total  79,- 
900  (48,617  pm.).  The  library  now  contains 
10,689  bound  v.  of  Kansas  newspapers  and 
magazines,  "  a  larger  collection  of  local  histor- 
ical materials  of  this  class  than  is  contained  in 
any  other  library  in  the  world  ";  it  is  also  becom- 
ing very  full  in  works  relating  to  the  discovery, 
exploration,  and  settlement  of  the  Western  coun- 
try. The  report  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
up  to  the  present  time  the  appropriations  for  pur- 
chases have  been  wholly  inadequate  to  supply 
deficiencies  as  contemplated  by  the  law.  They 
have  been  usually  but  $500  annually,  a  trifling 
and  insignificant  amount  compared  with  the  ac- 
cessions by  gift,  and  compared  with  what  is 
being  expended  by  other  states  for  such  pur- 
poses. 

Lake  George  (AT.  Y.)  F.  L.  The  Lake  George 
Free  Library,  recently  established  with  aid  from 
the  state,  has  been  duly  chartered.  It  contains 
450  volumes,  and  is  open  three  days  of  the  week, 
from  3  to  4  p.m.;  books  may  be  kept  for  one 
month. 

Middletown,  Ct.  Wesley  an  Univ.  L.  Added 
821;  total  42,046.  This  does  not  include  the 
medical  library  of  the  late  Jarvis  N.  Husted, 
M.D.,  consisting  of  about  1000  volumes  and  500 
pamphlets;  nor  the  library  of  the  late  Prof.  G: 
Prentice,  D.D.,  consisting  of  1569  bound  vol- 
umes, 326  unbound  volumes,  and  612  miscellane- 
ous pamphlets  and  periodicals.  The  Prentice 
library,  presented  to  the  university  by  some  of 
the  alumni,  is  especially  rich  in  books  in  Ger- 
man literature,  and  French  and  German  the- 
ology. 

During  the  year  $500  was  received  from  an 
alumnus  for  the  purchase  of  mathematical  and 
astronomical  books,  and  $23  from  the  class  of 
1894  for  the  purchase  of  books  on  political  econ- 
omy and  social  science.  The  sum  of  $2500  has 
been  pledged  by  the  alumni  for  the  immediate 
purchase  of  books,  and  over  $6000  have  been 
pledged  to  the  endowment  fund  of  the  library. 
The  intention  is  to  raise  at  least  $21,000,  in- 
creasing the  endowment  fund  to  $40,000. 

Montana  libraries.  In  a  recent  article  in  the 
Helena  Independent,  F.  C.  Patten,  librarian  of 
the  Helena  (Mont.)  P.  L.,  gives  an  interesting 
summary  of  the  libraries  of  Montana,  based 
upon  replies  received  to  over  70  letters  of  in- 
quiry. The  libraries  of  the  chief  cities  of  the 
state  are  as  follows: 

Anaconda:  Hearst  Library,  1842  v.  Bozeman: 
Bozeman  Librarv,  2877  ;  Agricultural  College, 
1500.  Butte  :  Free  Public  Library,  17,396; 
Miners'  Union,  500.  Deer  Lodge:  College 


of  Montana,  2500.  Dillon:  Dillon  Public  Li- 
brary, 940.  Great  Falls:  Valeria  Public  Library, 
2517.  Helena:  Montana  State  (twodepts.), 16,000; 
office  state  supt.  pub.  inst.,  500;  office  state 
bureau  of  agriculture,  labor,  and  industry,  350; 
Public  Library,  15,600  ;  Sacred  Heart,  830;  St. 
Vincent's  Academy,  550;  Wesleyan  University, 
600 ;  Grand  Lodge,  Masonic,  800 ;  Montana 
club,  looo;  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  fire  dept.,  300. 
Missoula :  Free  Public  Library,  1330.  Twin 
Bridges:  Normal  training  school,  350.  White 
Sulphur  Springs:  W.  C.  T.  U.  L.,  350.  Total, 
68.622  v. 

In  addition  to  this  total  of  68,622  v.  in  the  21 
libraries  of  10  cities,  23  towns  have  public 
school  libraries  ranging  from  100  to  900  v.  each. 

Of  public  free  libraries  there  are  but  seven  — 
at  Anaconda,  Bozeman,  Butte,  Dillon,  Great 
Falls,  Helena,  Missoula — -five  of  which  are  sup- 
ported by  taxation;  of  college  and  academy  li- 
braries there  are  five;  the  remainder  are  sub- 
scription libraries,  school  collections,  or  small 
libraries  belonging  to  clubs  and  organizations. 
Statistics  of  church  and  Sunday  school  libraries 
are  not  given. 

New  York.  Harlem  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  810; 
total  not  given.  Issued  42,969  (fict.  35,342); 
membership  (estimated)  479.  Receipts  $n,- 
132.86;  expenses  $5978.02. 

The  action  taken  last  autumn,  making  the 
rates  of  quarterly  and  semi-annual  subscriptions 
larger  proportionately  than  the  annual  rate,  has 
resulted  in  a  larger  number  of  annual  subscrip- 
tions and  a  more  reliable  income. 

Norwich,  Ct.  Otis  L.  The  publication  of  the 
library  Bulletin  is  still  continued,  in  spite  of  the 
fear  expressed  early  in  the  year  that  lack  of 
funds  might  compel  its  discontinuance.  The 
age  restriction  has  been  removed  from  the  use 
of  the  library,  and  "  children  of  any  age  who  are 
recommended  by  their  parents  or  teachers  or 
guardians  can  now  have  a  card  of  their  own." 

Paterson  (N.  /.)  P.  L.  (loth  rpt.)  Added 
1766;  total  22,531.  Issued,  home  use  124,057 
(fict.  80.5  #);  teachers'  use  1514;  lib.  use  1768. 
No  record  of  books  used  in  the  reference-room 
is  kept.  New  cards  issued  1595;  total  registra- 
tion 17,472.  Receipts  $20,028.47  ;  expenses 
$21,404.21. 

Mr.  Winchester  recommends  that  "  a  collec- 
tion be  made  of  the  best  photographs  of  the  most 
famous  works  of  art  in  painting  and  sculpture  to 
be  found  in  the  great  European  galleries.  The 
making  of  such  a  collection  is  entirely  practica- 
ble, would  not  involve  a  very  large  outlay,  and 
would  be  sure  to  become  at  once  a  very  popular 
and  a  most  valuable  and  useful  acquisition." 

The  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  says : 

When  the  Danforth  Library  building  was 
opened  to  the  public,  less  than  five  years  ago, 
it  seemed  so  commodious  that  we  believed  the 
accommodation  would  be  sufficient  for  many 
future  years;  but  the  steady  yearly  growth  has 
been  such  that  the  trustees  are  now  beginning 
anxiously  to  consider  how  the  building  might 
possibly  be  enlarged,  and  how  the  necessary 
funds  might  be  procured  for  the  work.  In  every 
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department  the  library  is  now  crowded,  and  the 
utmost  limit  of  growth  and  convenient  use  will 
soon  be  reached.  The  weight  of  the  books  was 
found  to  require  additional  support  for  security, 
and  this  was  only  recently  effected  at  consider- 
able expense." 

The  Passaic  County  Medical  Society  has  trans- 
ferred to  the  library  its  collection  of  professional 
books  and  journals,  which  includes  many  valu- 
able medical  works  and  sets  of  professional  peri- 
odicals, transactions,  etc.  A  special  catalog  of 
the  collection  has  been  prepared  and  may  be 
consulted  by  request.  The  books  may  be  drawn 
by  any  physician,  medical  student,  or  adult 
person  interested  in  medical  subjects,  and  special 
physicians'  cards  are  issued,  on  which  two  or 
more  books  may  be  drawn  at  a  time.  Additions 
to  the  collection  will  be  made  annually  by  the 
library  board  and  the  Medical  Society. 

Philadelphia  (Pa.)  F.  Ls.  Arrangements  have 
been  completed  for  the  establishment  of  two  new 
branches  of  the  free  library  system.  One  of 
these,  to  be  established  at  Seventh  and  Lombard 
streets,  is  really  an  extension  of  the  College 
settlement  branch  opened  in  October,  1894. 
This  branch  has  grown  so  largely  that  the  ac- 
commodations afforded  by  the  College  settlement 
house  are  insufficient,  and  the  library  is  to 
be  removed  to  new  and  adequate  quarters.  The 
other  new  branch  will  be  established  at  the 
Evening  Home  Association,  on  Aspen  street, 
above  Chestnut.  The  free  library  will  supply 
2000  volumes  and  engage  two  assistants  out  of 
the  appropriation  of  Councils.  Both  branches 
will  be  open  to  the  public  by  October  i. 

Port  /ervis  (JV.  Y.)  F.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  751; 
total  6124.  Issued  13,578,  showing  an  increase 
of  3200  over  previous  year. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  Reynolds  L.  On  August  i, 
the  library  was  closed  for  two  months,  pending 
removal  to  its  new  quarters.  The  rooms  occu- 
pied in  the  old  building  as  reference  department 
are  to  be  used  for  an  independent  public  read- 
ing-room, devoted  to  popular  periodicals,  ency- 
clopaedias, and  duplicate  books  of  reference. 
The  scientific  and  special  journals  will  be  kept 
in  the  new  building.  It  is  also  intended  to  es- 
tablish a  downtown  office  for  the  return  and 
delivery  of  books.  The  library  will  probably  be 
opened  in  its  new  home  on  October  i,  when  the 
reading-room  will  also  be  opened. 

Rome,  N.  Y.  Jervis  L.  The  Jervis  Library 
was  informally  opened  for  inspection  July  12- 
13,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  July  15  the  formal 
dedicatory  exercises  were  held,  when  the  audi- 
ence assembled  on  the  lawn  and  the  addresses 
were  made  from  the  broad  piazza  of  the  build- 
ing. 

The  library  is  established  in  accordance  with 
the  will  of  John  B.  Jervis,  who  died  Jan.  12, 
1885,  leaving  three-tenths  of  his  estate  for  the 
founding  of  a  public  library,  the  bequest  to  take 
effect  upon  his  wife's  death.  Mrs.  Jervis  died 
on  May  14,  1894.  and  steps  were  at  once  taken 
towards  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  will. 
Mr.  Jervis  left  minute  directions  for  the  erection 
of  a  library  building,  but  his  heirs  finally  decided 


to  turn  the  family  residence  over  to  the 
board  for  library  purposes,  in  lieu  of  $20,000  of 
the  legacy.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  on 
January  10,  the  Jervis  Library  Association  was 
organized.  On  January  22,  the  estate  was  dis- 
tributed, the  share  of  the  library  association 
being  $147,219.46,  and  the  work  of  altering  the 
building,  buying  and  classifying  books,  was  at 
once  begun.  Mr.  Jervis  left  his  own  private  li- 
brary of  2449  v.  to  the  city;  the  library  of  B.  J. 
Beach,  of  3000  v. ,  was  loaned  to  the  association 
for  five  years;  the  school  library  of  about  ioco  v. 
was  transferred  to  the  same  body,  and  about 
2000  new  books  were  bought,  giving  the  library 
a  total  of  about  8000  v.  The  library  will  be 
open  every  week-day  from  10-12  a.m.,  2.30-6, 
and  7.30-9  p.m.  Free  access  to  the  shelves  is 
granted. 

Salisbury,  Ct.  Scoville  L.  The  Scoville  Li- 
brary was  formally  opened  on  July  n,  before 
an  audience  of  about  400  people.  It  is  the  suc- 
cessor of  several  libraries  established  from  time 
to  time  in  the  town,  extending  back  to  1771,  and 
originating  in  the  Smith  Library,  founded  by  a 
Loyalist  before  the  Revolution.  The  present 
library  association  was  organized  in  1892,  in 
order  to  receive  and  use  the  bequest  of  Jonathan 
Scoville,  who  left  the  sum  of  $12,000  for  a  town 
library.  Mr.  Scoville  was  a  native  of  Salisbury, 
who  removed  with  his  brother,  Nathaniel  Church 
Scoville,  to  Buffalo  before  the  war,  and  made 
there  a  large  fortune  in  the  iron  business.  He  was 
Congressman  from  that  district  several  times, 
and  succeeded  Grover  Cleveland  in  the  mayor- 
alty of  Buffalo.  His  bequest  was  largely  added 
to  by  the  widow  and  children  of  N.  C.  Scoville, 
so  that  it  was  possible  to  erect  a  beautiful  and 
spacious  building. 

The  building  was  designed  by  Stone,  Carpen- 
ter &  Willson,  of  Providence.  It  is  of  Norman 
architecture,  built  of  gray  limestone  quarried  in 
the  vicinity.  It  contains  a  reading-room,  an 
auditorium,  and  a  tower  which  contains  the  book- 
room  below  and  a  clock  and  chimes  above.  The 
clock  was  made  by  the  E.  Howard  Company, 
has  four  dials,  and  strikes  the  quarters  and 
hours.  The  chime  is  an  adaptation  from  a  re- 
frain in  Wagner's  "  Parsifal."  The  number  of 
books  is  about  3000,  many  of  them  recently 
purchased.  The  reading-room  is  supplied  with 
the  leading  periodicals.  The  cost  of  the  building 
and  furnishing  is  about  $25,000. 

Southport,  Ct.  Pequot  L.  (Rpt.)  Added 
5275;  total  6609.  Issued,  home  use  11,112  (fict. 
73  £,  including  juv.  fict.;  juv.,  26£.)  New  cards 
issued  314 ;  total  registration  627 ;  reading- 
room  attendance  16,721. 

Springfield  (Mass.)  City  L.  A.  (34th  rpt.) 
Added  3601;  total  90,544.  Issued,  home  use 
150,796  (fict.  79,924);  ball  use  30,007;  visitors 
to  reading-room  56,105  (Sunday  attendance 
4619).  New  cards  issued  1720;  total  registra- 
tion 18,356.  Receipts  $23,105.74 ;  expenses 
$20,406.68. 

"  We  have  spoken  from  year  to  year  of  the 
relation  between  the  library  and  the  schools; 
we  are  gratified  to  say  that  this  relation  is  be- 
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coming  more  and  more  intimate,  and  the  study 
of  books  for  school  purposes  by  teachers  and 
pupils  more  thorough  and  systematic,  and  this 
study  results  not  only  in  the  improvement  of  the 
work  of  the  schools,  but  also  in  giving  the  pupils 
familiarity  with  the  use  of  books,  and  habits  of 
independent  investigation  which  will  be  likely 
to  lead  them  to  prosecute  their  studies  after  their 
school  life  ends.  Moreover,  the  reading  of 
such  books  as  are  recommended  to  the  pupils  for 
use  in  their  school  work  constantly  creates  a 
taste  for  a  better  class  of  books  for  general 
reading  than  would  otherwise  be  chosen,  and 
thus  a  higher  class  of  literature  finds  its  way  into 
the  homes  of  the  city.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact 
that  the  percentage  of  fiction  given  out  in  our 
library  has  been  reduced  by  the  pupils  in  our 
schools. 

"  The  lower  story  of  the  library  building  is 
now  in  process  of  reconstruction.  The  old 
museum  room  is  being  fitted  up  with  steel  stacks 
for  the  reception  of  the  popular  department  of 
the  library,  and  will  be  made  the  delivery-room 
for  the  circulating  department.  The  reading- 
room  has  been  enlarged  by  connecting  with  it 
the  janitor's  room,  and  these  rooms,  together 
with  the  hall,  are  being  supplied  with  steel 
ceilings.  The  whole  of  the  walls  and  wood- 
work will  be  thoroughly  renovated  and  painted. 
It  is  proposed  to  expend  about  $6500  in  this  work 
of  reconstruction  and  improvement.  These 
changes  will  provide  room  for  the  better  arrange- 
ment of  books  in  the  upper  hall,  and  will  leave 
it  free  from  the  confusion  incident  to  the  coming 
and  going  of  the  multitudes  that  throng  the  li- 
brary on  busy  days.  These  changes  will  furnish 
greatly  increased  facilities  for  the  use  of  the 
reference  department  for  purposes  of  special  in- 
vestigation and  study,  which  is  so  important  a 
function  of  the  library.  Opportunity  will  be 
given  also  to  place  a  larger  number  of  the  more 
important  reference  books  where  they  can  be 
easily  accessible  to  the  people.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  renumber  and  recatalog  the  books  trans- 
ferred to  the  lower  room,  and  this  will  involve 
the  necessity  of  closing  the  library,  or  at  least 
some  portion  of  the  circulating  department,  for 
a  time." 

The  new  art  building  is  rapidly  nearing  com- 
pletion and  the  museum,  heretofore  stored  in 
the  library  building,  has  been  removed  to  its 
new  quarters. 

Mr.  Rice  concludes  his  report  with  an  interest- 
ing summary  of  the  history  and  work  of  the  li- 
brary. He  thus  sums  up  the  work  accomplished 
since  its  organization  in  1857:  "We  have  sent 
out  into  the  families  of  the  city  since  the  library 
was  opened  2,490,812  volumes.  Besides  this 
outside  circulation  we  have  supplied  during  the 
years  since  the  record  of  hall  use  has  been  kept, 
137,300  persons  with  books  for  reading  and 
special  study;  and  about  417,500  volumes  have 
been  given  out.  Moreover,  since  the  free  read- 
ing-room was  opened  in  the  fall  of  1882  it  has 
been  visited  by  more  than  430,000  persons,  and 
in  addition  to  the  papers  read,  of  which  no  rec- 
ord has  been  kept,  317,000  of  the  higher  class  of 
periodicals  —  the  magazines,  scientific  journals 
and  reviews  —  have  been  given  from  the  desk." 


Washington,  D.  C.,  Congressional  L.  An  in- 
vestigation of  the  accounts  of  Ainsworth  R. 
Spofford,  librarian  of  the  Congressional  Library, 
was  inaugurated  some  weeks  since  by  the  treas- 
ury authorities,  and  is  still  in  progress.  When 
the  accounts  of  the  library  for  the  year  and  a  half 
ending  April  i,  1895,  were  received  by  the  gov- 
ernment auditor,  they  were  found  to  be  in  con- 
siderable confusion,  showing  an  apparent  dis- 
crepancy between  the  fees  for  copyright  received 
at  the  library  and  the  sum  covered  into  the 
treasury.  The  deficit  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
complicated  and  unbusinesslike  methods  that 
overpressure  of  work  and  lack  of  proper  clerical 
force  have  entailed  upon  the  library  of  con- 
gress. The  immense  copyright  business  and  the 
entire  work  of  the  library  itself  are  performed 
by  a  force  of  45  employes,  hardly  enough  for 
a  single  one  of  these  departments.  It  is  proba- 
ble that  the  present  investigation  into  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  will  result  in  a  general  reorgan- 
ization, the  employment  of  an  adequate  force, 
and  the  appropriation  of  a  more  liberal  income. 
Mr.  Spofford  intends  to  present  a  plan  of  relief 
in  a  recommendation  to  congress  at  its  coming 
session.  ' '  This  plan,"  he  says,  ' '  is  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  separate  bureau  or  division  for 
the  registering  of  copyrights.  As  it  is  now,  the 
librarian  has  about  four  times  as  much  work  as 
one  man  can  get  through  with.  It  is  no  small 
task  to  manage  the  largest  library  in  the  United 
States,  to  oversee  all  the  work  of  cataloging 
and  the  receipt  of  new  books,  as  well  as  to  keep 
informed  so  as  to  supply  congress,  officials  of  the 
government,  and  the  public  with  such  informa- 
tion as  the  librarian  is  constantly  being  called 
upon  to  furnish.  In  addition  to  this  there  is 
the  supervision  of  the  matter  of  copyrights. 
This  latter  involves  a  great  deal  of  labor  and  an 
immense  amount  of  details.  There  is  no  in- 
herent reason  why  this  should  be  in  the  charge 
of  the  librarian,  and  I  shall  recommend  to  con- 
gress that  a  special  officer  be  provided  for  this 
department  of  the  work  of  the  library.  He 
should  be  a  bonded  officer,  but  he  should  not  be 
detached  from  the  library,  for  the  reason  that 
the  library  depends  for  its  growth  largely  upon 
the  books  which  are  received  for  copyright." 

Washington  (D.  C.)  F.  L.  The  Washington 
City  Free  Library  was  incorporated  July  5,  under 
the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  articles  of 
incorporation,  nine  trustees  have  been  chosen 
for  the  first  year.  They  are:  Judge  A.  B.  Hag- 
ner,  Gardner  G.  Hubbard,  Miss  Josephine  A. 
Clark,  S.  M.  Woodward,  General  J.  K.  McCam- 
mon,  General  A.  W.  Greely,  Dr.  C.  Hart  Mer- 
riam,  Dr.  Robert  Reyburn,  and  W.  A.  De- 
Caindry. 

Pending  the  adoption  of  by-laws  to  govern 
the  corporation,  the  following  temporary  or- 
ganization was  made:  chairman,  General  A. 
W.  Greely;  first  vice-chairman,  Judge  A.  B, 
Hagner;  second  vice-chairman,  S.  M.  Wood- 
ward; treasurer,  W.  A.  DeCaindry;  secretary, 
Oliver  L.  Fassig. 

A  little  over  $10,000  have  thus  far  been  sub- 
scribed towards  the  establishment  of  the  free  li- 
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brary.  The  intention  is  to  secure  temporary 
quarters  at  once  and  prepare  for  an  opening  of 
the  library  early  in  the  coming  fall. 

West  ford,  Mass.  The  contract  has  been  award- 
ed for  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library  of  Westford, 
and  it  is  thought  that  the  building  will  be  com- 
pleted within  a  year.  The  library  is  erected 
chiefly  from  a  gift  of  $10,000  by  Mr.  J.  V. 
Fletcher,  of  Belmont,  Mass.,  a  native  of  West- 
ford,  this  sum  being  supplemented  by  $5000 
and  a  site,  given  by  the  town.  The  building, 
as  planned,  will  be  two-storied,  54  feet  front  by 
61  feet  deep,  including  an  ell  25  x  42,  which  will 
be  devoted  to  the  book-stack.  It  will  be  classic 
in  style,  of  buff  brick,  with  underpinnings  of 
granite  and  trimmings  of  terra-cotta. 

The  entrance  arch,  9  feet,  will  open  upon  a 
porch  4  x  10,  and  this  in  turn  will  give  access, 
through  folding-doors,  to  a  vestibule  5x9,  wain- 
scoted in  marble.  Through  a  second  set  of  fold- 
ing-doors one  will  enter  the  delivery  room  11x23, 
the  delivery  desk  occupying  the  end  farthest 
from  the  entrance.  At  the  right  is  to  be  a  read- 
ing-room, 19x21,  having  a  corner  fireplace,  and 
in  the  rear  of  this  a  reference-room  12  x  19.  On 
the  left  of  the  delivery-room  will  be  a  conver- 
sation-room, 17  x  19,  also  having  a  fireplace,  and 
in  the  rear  of  this  a  room  for  the  librarian  and 
a  toilet-room. 

The  ell  devoted  to  the  book-stack  will  be  15 
feet  high,  so  that  a  second  tier  of  bookcases 
may  be  put  in  at  any  time  by  constructing  a 
grating  floor. 

The  second  floor  will  have  an  art  gallery, 
31  x  33,  the  ceiling  panelled  and  the  central  por- 
tion coved,  giving  a  height  of  15  feet;  a  relic- 
room  16  x  19,  and  a  committee-room  13  x  7. 

The  rooms  on  the  first  floor  will  be  finished  in 
quartered  oak,  the  ceilings  deeply  panelled,  the 
large  floor  timbers  being  utilized  to  produce  a 
very  attractive  appearance.  The  second  story 
finish  will  be  of  cypress. 

FOREIGN. 

St.  Johns  (W.  B.)  P.  L.  (i3tb  rpt.)  Added 
419;  total  10,039.  Issued  28,167.  New  card- 
holders 278;  total  registration  3518.  Receipts 
$2,201.88;  expenses  $2,020.97. 

(JMfts  anfc  Bequests. 

Corinna,  Me.  A  public  building,  to  be  known 
as  the  Stewart  Library  building,  is  to  be  erected 
in  Corinna  by  Hon.  D.  D.  Stewart,  of  St.  Albans, 
Levi  M.  Stewart,  of  Minnesota,  and  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Winchester,  as  a  memorial  to  their  father, 
"Elder"  Stewart,  of  Corinna.  The  building 
will  stand  upon  the  old  Stewart  farm  site,  and 
is  to  comprise  library  rooms,  town  offices,  town 
hall  or  lecture-room,  with  stage,  etc. 

Greenwich,  Ct.  The  foundations  have  been 
laid  of  the  new  library  building,  given  to  Green- 
wich by  Mrs.  A.  A.  Anderson,  of  New  York. 
The  site  was  purchased  by  the  town,  $11,800 
having  been  raised  for  the  purpose  by  subscrip- 
tion. The  building  will  cost  about  $25,000;  will 
have  a  frontage  of  73  feet  and  a  depth  of  30 


feet,  and  is  to  be  built  of  cream  white  brick  with 
trimmings  of  Indiana  limestone.  Quartered  oak 
will  be  used  in  finishing  the  interior,  the  huge 
beams  lending  a  cathedral-like  effect. 

The  library  is  to  be  in  the  classic  style  of 
architecture,  with  high  colonnade  entrance  and 
pedimental  front  in  stone.  It  faces  west,  and 
the  entire  south  end,  having  south,  east  and 
west  windows,  will  form  the  reading-room. 
This  room  will  be  14  feet  high,  with  a  cen- 
tral dome,  the  top  of  which  will  be  22  feet 
from  the  floor.  The  north  end  of  the  bu.'ld- 
ing  will  be  the  stack-room,  the  metal  stack 
system  being  used  throughout  and  so  arranged 
that  a  mezzanine  balcony  can  be  added  ;  there 
will  be  a  book  capacity  of  16,000  v.  The  two 
rooms  will  be  separated  by  the  large  ball,  the 
connecting  openings  being  through  a  classic 
colonnade  of  Ionic  columns.  This  hall  will 
serve  as  delivery-room  and  will  have  a  fire- 
place of  carved  white  stone.  The  ceiling  will 
be  supported  by  an  open  roof  of  ornamen- 
tal truss  beams  of  oak.  The  annex  will  con- 
tain toilet-rooms  and  a  room  for  the  librarian, 
as  well  as  one  for  the  trustees,  the  latter  to  be 
used  for  study  by  those  so  inclined. 

The  library  of  the  town  now  contains  about 
4000  v.,  and  is  a  subscription  library,  an  annual 
fee  of  $2  being  charged.  It  is  hoped  that  when 
the  new  building  is  erected  the  fee  can  be  abol- 
ished and  the  library  conducted  by  the  town  on 
a  free  basis. 

Norwood,  Mass.  A  public  library  building  is 
to  be  given  to  Norwood  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G:  H. 
Morrill,  of  that  town,  as  a  memorial  to  their 
daughter.  A  site  has  already  been  purchased 
by  Mr.  Morrill.  and  though  plans  have  not  yet 
been  made  public,  it  is  said  that  the  building 
will  be  a  handsome  granite  structure. 

Oshkoih,  Wis.  The  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  A. 
S.  Harris,  of  Oshkosh,  leaves  to  that  city  a  be- 
quest for  a  public  library,  hedged  in,  however, 
by  what  may  prove  an  impracticable  condition. 
After  bequeathing  a  few  legacies  to  friends  and 
relatives,  Mrs.  Harris  left  the  remainder  of  her 
estate,  estimated  at  $50,000,  to  three  persons  — 
Col.  Gabriel  Bouck,  Orville  Beach,  and  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Olcott — to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  and  maintaining  perpetually  a  public 
library;  provided  that  within  three  years  the 
city  of  Oshkosh,  or  any  citizens,  raise  an  equal 
amount  for  the  same  purpose.  If  such  an 
amount  is  not  provided  within  the  period,  the 
estate  reverts  to  the  heirs  of  Mrs.  Harris  and 
her  husband. 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.  J:  M.  Wilson,  of  Fram- 
ingham,  Mass.,  offered,  on  June  22,  to  give  to 
the  St.  Augustine  F.  P.  L.  Association  a  hand- 
some and  suitable  library  building.  The  build- 
ing in  question  has  long  been  a  landmark  of 
historic  interest  as  the  residence  of  the  Spanish 
governors.  It  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Wilson 
some  months  since,  and  it  is  his  intention  "  after 
making  the  necessary  changes  to  adapt  it  to  its 
future  uses,  to  turn  it  over  to  the  trustees  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Free  Public  Library  Associa- 
tion." 
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librarians. 


CHAMPLIN,  G:  G.,  a  graduate  of  the  N.  Y. 
State  Library  School  (class  of  '95)  has  accepted 
a  position  with  the  Library  Bureau,  146  Frank- 
lin St.,  Boston. 

CHURCHMAN,  Miss  Anna  L.,  died  at  her  home 
in  Indianapolis  on  July  27,  of  typhoid  fever. 
Miss  Churchman  was  a  member  of  the  American 
Library  Association  although  not  connected  with 
any  library,  and  she  attended  the  Lake  Placid 
Conference.  She  had  many  friends  among 
members  of  the  association  and  in  library  cir- 
cles, and  was  much  interested  in  library  matters. 
CUTLBR,  Miss  Louisa  Salome,  librarian  of 
the  Utica  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library,  died  at  her 
residence  in  Utica,  on  Friday,  August  2,  after  a 
short  illness. 

NELSON,  Miss  Martha  Furber,  who  for  several 
years  has  been  librarian  of  the  Union  Library  at 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  has  been  appointed  librarian  of 
the  State  Normal,  Training  and  Model  Schools, 
at  the  same  place.  Miss  Nelson  will  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  her  new  position  in  September. 
She  will  also  be  instructor  in  bibliography. 

OBERHOLTZER,  Mrs.  Rosa  Allen,  has  been 
elected  librarian  of  the  Sioux  City  (la.)  Public 
Library,  succeeding  Miss  Esther  Crawford,  who 
resigns  to  complete  her  course  in  the  N.  Y. 
State  Library  School.  Mrs.  Oberholtzer  has 
been  identified  with  the  library  life  of  Sioux 
City  for  many  years.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  public  library  from 
its  first  appointment,  until  Miss  Crawford  gave 
notice  of  her  desire  not  to  be  considered  a  can- 
didate for  re-election,  and  since  June  she  has 
been  at  Amherst  attending  Mr.  Fletcher's  sum- 
mer school  and  preparing  herself  for  her  new 
duties.  Her  term  of  office  begins  Sept.  i. 

MOORE,  Miss  Evva  L.,  was  elected  librarian 
of  the  Withers  Public  Library,  Bloomington, 
111.,  on  July  6.  Miss  Moore,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  the  library  class  of  Armour  Institute,  was 
engaged  in  1894  to  reorganize  and  catalog  the 
Bloomington  Library  when  it  was  transferred  to 
the  city  by  the  local  library  association. 

SARGENT,  Miss  Abby  L.,  for  the  past  four 
years  librarian  of  the  Middlesex  Mechanics  As- 
sociation, has  accepted  a  position  as  assistant  in 
the  Medford  Public  Library,  which  she  is  to  re- 
classify  on  Cutter's  expansive  system. 

The  Lowell  Courier  says:  "  She  will  be  greatly 
missed  in  Lowell.  Patrons  of  the  Mechanics 
Association  library,  especially  those  engaged  in 
the  investigation  of  some  particular  subject, 
have  found  her  assistance  always  readily  given 
and  always  of  great  value.  She  has  shown  also 
an  especially  wise  discretion  in  the  selection  and 
management  of  the  books  for  children  and  young 
people.  The  work  of  the  library  has  been 
hampered  the  last  few  years  by  circumstances 
which  are  familiar  to  every  one,  but  the  mem- 
bers of  the  association  have  long  recognized  that 
the  good  work  which  the  library  has,  in  spite  of 
its  financial  difficulties,  been  able  to  do,  is  the 
result  almost  entirely  of  Miss  Sargent's  help- 
fulness and  efficiency  as  a  librarian.  Her  res- 
ignation is  a  serious  loss  to  the  association." 


Cataloging  anb   Classification. 


CARNEGIE  F.  L.,  Allegheny,  Pa.  Classified 
catalogue  of  the  books,  except  fiction,  French 
and  German,  in  the  library:  class-list,  author- 
index,  subject-index. 

Title-a-line  list;  Dewey  class  and  Cutter  au- 
thor numbers.  "  In  the  class-list  a  medium  title 
is  given  and  in  the  author-index  merely  a  '  catch  ' 
title;  only  the  surname  of  the  author  is  given  in 
the  class-list,  except  where  two  or  more  similar 
surnames  occur  together.  As  the  catalog  has 
been  some  six  months  in  printing  and  will  be 
out  of  date  when  completed  most  of  the  im- 
portant additions  to  the  library  within  that  time 
have  been  inserted  in  the  author-index  when- 
ever that  was  possible,  although  not  entered  in 
the  class-lis'.  In  use  of  capitals  the  A.  L.  A. 
rules  have  been  followed  pretty  closely  in  the 
class-list,  but  in  the  author-list  capitals  have 
been  used  somewhat  arbitrarily,  and  no  claim 
to  consistency  is  made."  Printed  on  manila 
paper.  The  catalog  is  too  bulky  for  convenient 
or  easy  handling. 

CLERKENWELL  (Eng.)  P.  L.  Class-guide  to  fic- 
tion and  juvenile  literature.  1895.  84  p.  D. 
3d. 

Brought  up  to  May,  1895.  Contains  title  lists 
of  adult  and  juvenile  fiction,  the  latter  includ- 
ing also  general  juvenile  books,  followed  by  a 
"topical  index,"  which  gives  a  rough  clue  to 
novels  on  special  subjects,  or  those  dealing  with 
special  countries.  The  birthplace  and  dates  of 
birth  and  death  are  given  in  the  case  of  the 
more  important  authors,  and  there  are  abundant 
brief  annotations.  Books  in  the  adult  list,  but 
suitable  for  children,  are  starred;  the  same  sign 
in  the  juvenile  list  indicates  books  adapted  for 
girls;  sequels  and  connected  books  are  noted  by 
numbers. 

DAVIES,  J:  F.  Librarian  of  the  Butte  (Mont.) 
P.  L.,  has  a  short  article  giving  titles  and  notes 
of  good  books  for  "Summer  reading"  in  the 
Mtntana  Educator  of  June. 

DBS  MOINES  (fa.)  P.  L.    Bulletin  No.    i:  addi- 
tions of  June,  1895.    i6p.  O. 
Lists  about  550  v.  added  to  the  library  during 
June,  and  contains  also  an  article  citing  good 
books  for  summer  reading,  and  short  notes  on 
new  books  and  library  matters.     This  is  the  first 
publication  of  the  kind  attempted  by  any  Iowa 
library,  and  it  is  a  most  creditable  one. 

ENOCH  PRATT  F.  L.  of  Baltimore.  Finding 
list  of  books  and  periodicals  in  the  branch 
libraries.  July,  1895.  166  p.  O.  15  c. 

Bulletin,  issued  quarterly,  July  i,  1895: 

additions  to  the  Central  library.  34  p.  O. 

FOSTER'S  MONTHLY  REFERENCE  LISTS  (Prov- 
idence P.  L.  Bulletin)  for  July  cover  "  Roads, 
pavement  and  street  cleaning  "  and  "  Outdoor 
life,  chiefly  in  New  England," 
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N.  Y.  F.  C.  L.  Catalogue  of  the  George  Bruce 
Branch  at  226  W.  42d  st.  English  books. 
N.  Y.,  April,  1895.  182  p.  O. 
Contains  a  classed  catalog  (Dewey  classifi- 
cation); fiction  (including  translations)  author- 
list;  fiction  title-list,  juvenile  fiction  author-list; 
juvenile  fiction  title-list;  fiction  author-list  and 
title-list  of  additions,  January,  1893-  February, 
1895;  juvenileauthor-list  and  title-list  of  additions 
for  same  period;  author-index,  including  index 
to  biography;  and  subject-index.  Title-a-liner; 
two  columns  to  a  page;  printed  on  white  paper. 
The  main  fiction  and  juvenile  lists,  subject  and 
author  indexes,  are  in  leaded  brevier,  the  former 
with  call-numbers  and  first  word  of  entry  in  heavy 
face,  making  a  clear, attractive  page;  the  classed 
catalog  and  supplementary  fiction  and  juve- 
nile lists,  however,  are  in  "  solid  "  brevier,  with 
authors'  names  in  capitals,  the  contents  of  series 
being  given  in  solid  nonpareil,  an  arrangement 
that  gives  these  divisions  a  closely  packed  ap- 
pearance that  is  tiresome  to  the  eyes,  and  un- 
attractive. 

The  NEWARK  (N.  /.)  P.  L.  News  for  July  - 
August  is  devoted  to  a  "  Verzeichniss  der 
Deutschen  bucher"  and  a  "  Liste  des  livres 
Fran£ais "  added  to  the  library  since  January, 
1894. 

OSTERHOUT  F.  L.    Wilkesbarre,  Pa.     Catalogue 
of  music  in  the  library.     1895.     20  p.  O.  5  c. 
Comprises   titles  in  the  catalog  of  1889  and 
all   later  additions;  includes   reference   works, 
musical  periodicals,  books  on  the  history,  theory 
and  criticism  of  music,  and  librettos. 

The  Library  Newsletter  (Osterhout  F.  L)  for 
July  has  a  pleasant  article,  citing  good  "  books 
for  reading  aloud." 

The  PHILADELPHIA  P.  L.  has  issued  since 
June,  1894,  a  bulletin  entitled  Monthly  Notes, 
devoted  to  articles  on  bibliographical  subjects, 
lists,  etc.  A  classed  "  List  of  books  in  the 
branches  "  of  the  library  was  begun  in  the  issue 
of  July,  1894,  and  is  still  in  continuation.  A 
list  of  books  in  the  Wagner  Reference  Library 
was  begun  in  December.  "Pedagogy"  is  the  sub- 
ject of  a  paper,  by  Dr.  Edward  Brooks,  in  the 
issues  of  September  and  October,  which  is  sup- 
plemented by  a  classed  bibliography  in  the  Oc- 
tober number,  covering  educational  psychology, 
methods  of  instruction,  school  economy,  history 
of  education,  etc. 

The  SALEM  (Mass.}  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  July 
has  classed  reading  lists  on  "  Heraldry,  chivalry, 
etc,"  and  "  Arctic  regions." 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mass.)  L.  BULLETIN  con- 
tinues, in  its  June  issue,  the  list  of  "  Books  re- 
lating to  music"  begun  in  the  April  number. 

WALTHAM(^/aw.)P.  L.  Special  bulletin:  Ameri- 
can history,  biography,  and  historical  fiction. 
May,  1895.  32  p.  O. 

A  classed  list,  including  magazine  articles,  es- 
says, etc,,  as  well  as  books  relating  to  the  sub- 


ject.    Some    carelessness    in   proof-reading  is 
noticeable. 

WILMINGTON  (Del.)  INSTITUTE  F.  L.  Finding 
list  of  the  circulating  department,  August, 
1894.  Part  i:  Fiction;  juvenile;  biography; 
history,  travel,  and  description;  useful  arts. 
1894.  166  p.  O. 

Prefaced  by  a  subject  index;  fiction  and  juve- 
niles are  given  in  title  lists  only;  entries  are 
made  under  real  names,  with  references  from 
pseudonyms. 

Finding  list  of  the  circulating  department, 

July,  1895.  Part  2:  Philosophy;  religion  and 
mythology;  sociology;  science;  fine  arts;  lit- 
erature; appendix  of  all  classes;  reference  and 
miscellaneous;  authors;  final  additions  to  July 
I,  1895.  335  P.  O. 

Similar  in  style  and  method  to  part  i;  p.  124- 
239  are  devoted  to  the  author  list,  which  includes 
all  books  in  the  library,  save  latest  additions. 

WOBURN  (Mass.)  P.  L.     Bulletin  of  accessions, 
March  i,  1895 -June  i,  1895;  with  conspectus 
of  surveyors'  plans.     24  p.  O. 
Fourteen  pages  (separately  paged)  are  devoted 
to  the  "  Conspectus  of  surveyors'  plans  in  the 
Thompson  collection  "  of  the  library,  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  owner,  and  giving 
location  of  land  and  year  of  survey. 

FULL  NAMES. 

Kelley,  James  Prentice,  author  of  "  The  law 
of  service,"  pub.  by  Putnam  In  1894. —  N.  E.  B. 

The  follovjinf  art  supplied  by  Harvard  Colltge  Library: 

Bierstadt,  Oscar  Albert  (The  library  of  Robert 
Hoe); 

Buchanan,  E:  Everett  (Buchanan's  tables  of 
squares); 

Cornelison,  I:  Amada  (The  relation  of  religion 
to  civil  government  in  the  United  States); 

Dudley,  W:  R:,  and  Thurston,  C:  Orion  (A 
catalogue  of  the  flowering  plants  found  in 
Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  valleys); 

Graham,  G:  Washington,  and  Alexander  (Why 
North  Carolinians  believe  in  the  Mecklenburg 
declaration  of  independence  of  May  20,  1775); 

Harvey,  Francis  LeRoy,  and  Briggs,  Fred 
Percy  (Catalogue  of  the  North  American  pheno- 
gams  in  the  Blake  herbarium); 

Harvey,  W:  Hope  (Coin's  financial  school); 

Hodge  F:  Webb  (The  first  discovered  city  of 
Cibola); 

Holden,  Ward  Andrews  (An  outline  of  the 
embryology  of  the  eye); 

Houston,  Edwin  James, and  Kennelly,  Arthur 
Edwin  (Electrical  engineering  leaflets); 

Johnson,  Homer  Uri  (From  Dixie  to  Canada); 

Judd ,  Jonathan  R :  (Always  strong  and  happy) ; 

Keeler,  C:  A:,  joint-author  (On  the  natural 
history  of  the  Farallon  islands); 

Mathews,  Ferdinand  Schuyler  (Familiar  flow- 
ers of  field  and  garden). 
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BIBLIOTH£QUE  de  la  Compagnie  de  Jesus.  Bi- 
bliographic et  histoire,  par  de  Backer,  Cara- 
yon,  Nouv.  ed.  par  C.  Sommervogel.  v.  6. 
Paris,  A.  Picard  &  Fils,  1895.  4°,  40  fr. 

CATALOGUE  de  la  bibliotheque  de  la  Societe  des 
ingenieurs  civils  de  France,  au  i  Janvier,  1893. 
v.  2.  Paris,  1895.  767  p.  8°. 

COLERIDGE,  S:  T.  A  bibliography  of  Cole- 
ridge, by  R:  Herne  Shepherd,  the  compiler  of 
bibliographies  of  Ruskin,  Swinburne,  and  others, 
was  begun  in  Notes  and  Queries,  of  May  n,  and 
completed  in  five  successive  instalments.  It  will 
be  privately  printed,  revised,  and  augmented,  in 
pamphlet  form,  early  this  autumn.  The  edition 
is  limited,  and  for  sale  by  the  author,  at  Cam- 
berwell  House,  Camberwell,  S.  E.,  London. 

FORSYTH,   Walter   Greenwood,   and    Harrison, 
Jos.  Le  Roy,  comps.     Guide  to  the  study  of 
James  Abbott  McNeill  Whistler.     Univ.  of 
State  of  N.  Y.    State  Library  Bulletin.    Bibli- 
ography no.  i,  May,  1895. 
A  brief  biography  of  Whistler  is  followed  by 
lists  of  his  etchings  and  paintings,  with  full  refer- 
ences to  criticisms  and  descriptions  of  his  works. 

GRISWOLD,  W:  M.     Descriptive   list  of  novels 
and  tales  dealing  with  the  history  of  North 
America.  Cambridge,  Mass.,  W:M.  Griswold, 
1895.     101-183  P-  O.  pap.,  $i. 
The  second  part  of  the  "Descriptive  list  of 

novels  and    tales   dealing   with   ancient   life"; 

chronological,  with  full  descriptive  notes. 

HENSHAW,  S:  Bibliography  of  the  more  im- 
portant contributions  to  American  economic 
entomology,  pt.  4.  Washington,  D.  C.,  Gov. 
Print.  Office,  1895.  167  p.  O.  (Agricultural 
Dept.,  Division  of  Entomology.) 

KEYES,  C:  Rollin.  Bibliography  of  North 
American  paleontology,  1888- 1892.  Wash., 
D.C.,  Gov.  Print.  Office,  1894.  251  p.  O.  (Bul- 
letin U.  S.  Geol.  Survey,  no.  121.)  pap.,  20 c. 

LAMAISM.  A  list  of  books  on  Lamaism  is 
given  on  p.  578  -  583  of  L.  A.  Waddell's" Buddh- 
ism of  Tibet "  (N.  Y. ,  Scribner,  1895.  $12.60). 

OESTERLEIN,  R.  Beschreibendes  Verzeichniss 
des  Richard  Wagner-Museums  in  Wien.  bd. 
4:  Katalog  einer  Richard  Wagner-Bibliothek, 
4  band.  Eine  Erganzung  zu  band  1-3.  Leip- 
zig, Breitkopf  &  Hartel,  1895.  172  p.  8°,  5m. 

PROCTOR,  R.  Jan  van  Doesborgh,  printer  at 
Antwerp:  an  essay  in  bibliography.  London, 
printed  for  the  Bibliographical  Society  at  the 
Chiswick  Press,  1894.  101  p.  il.  4°. 

RAILROAD  STRIKE  OF  1894.  A  careful  bibliog- 
raphy (3  p.)  of  the  great  railroad  strike  of  1894, 


compiled  by  Francis  Watts  Lee,  of  the  Boston  P. 
L.,  is  a  feature  of  W.  J.  Ashley's  "  The  railroad 
strike  of  1894."  (Cambridge,  Mass.,  Church 
Social  Union,  1895.  10  c.) 

SCHULZE,  P.,  and  Koller,  O.  Bismarck-Litera- 
tur  :  bibliographische  zusammenstellung  alter 
bis  ende  Marz  1895  von  und  tiber  Fiirst  Bis- 
marck im  Deutschen  buchhandel  erschienenen 
schriften,  mit  beriicksichtigung  der  bekann- 
teren  auslandischen  litteratur.  Leipzig,  Grack- 
lauer.  70  p.  8°,  3  m. 

STOCKHOLM.  K.  BIBLIOTHEKET.  Sveriges  of- 
fentligabibliothek:  Stockholm,  Upsala,  Lund, 
Goteborg.  Accessions-katalog,  9,  1894  ;  utg. 
af  K.  Bib.  genom  E.  W.  Dahlgren,  Stockh., 
1895.  6+405  p.  O. 

STOCKHOLM.  K.  BIBLIOTHEKET.  Arsberattelse 
for  ar  1894.  Svenska  historiska  planscher 
[af  Carl  Snoilsky]  3  (1667-)  1669-1718. 
Stockh.,  1895.  i2+[2]+i6i -224  p.  O. 


anft  fteeubongms. 


The  folio-wing  are  supplied  by  F.  Weitenkampf^  Aitor 
Library  : 

Clara  Gazul —  Prosper  Merimee,  "  who  made 
his  debut  in  literature  with  the  publication  of 
two  plays,  which  he  issued  as  works  of  the 
Spanish  actress  Clara  Gazul.  Such  an  actress 
did  not  exist  in  reality;  her  portrait,  which  ac- 
companied the  book,  was  a  likeness  of  Merimee, 
dressed  as  a  woman."  —  N.  Y.  Staats-Zeitung, 
O.  28,  '94. 

Daniel  Lesueut Mme.  Jeanne  Loiseau,  in 

"Fiancee,"  a  play  produced  in  Paris,  i8Q4. — 
N.  Y.  Times,  N.  4,  '94. 

Dr.  Mises  —  Gustav  Theodor  Fecbner,  the 
noted  German  writer  on  psychophysics,  who 
wrote  satirical  feuilletons  under  that  name  dur- 
ing 1821-32.  — See  his  life  by  J.  E,  Kuntze 
(Leipzig,  1892),  p.  58. 

Kara  Giorg —  Gustav  Briihl,  who  issued  a  little 
volume  of  poems  under  this  name.  —  N.  Y. 
Staats-Zeitung,  Ja.  27,  '95. 

Marzac — Raymond  D'Abzac,  well-known  feuil- 
letonist of  the  Figaro,  recently  deceased  in  Paris. 
— Internationale  Litteratur berichte,  O.  3,  '94. 

Matgioi  —  Albert  de  Pouvourville,  according 
to  the  title-pages  of  his  "  Art  indo-chinois  "  and 
"  Tao  de  Laotseu." 

L.  S.  Stoneven—  R.  L.  Stevenson.  "  My  first 
paper  appeared  just  after  I  was  23,  in  The  Port- 
folio, under  the  harmless  anagram  of  L.  S.  Sto- 
neven."  —  R.  L.  Stevenson,  in  letter  to  Mr. 
lies.  —  Critic,  D.  22,  '94. 

Van  Deyssel — Karel  Alberdingk  Thijm,  the 
"apostle  of  Dutch  dtcadentisme." —  Critic,  O. 

20,  '94. 

Zeta —  James  Anthony  Froude,  in  "Shad- 
ows of  the  clouds"  (1847).  — N.  Y.  Tribune,  O. 

21,  '94. 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY   RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new,  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the  Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.    Second-hand 

Catalogues  by  early  Mails,  and  no  Commission  charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

No  expensive  sub-agencies  at  home  or  abroad.   Foreign  books  on  easy  terms 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others: 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,   Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore. 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.     Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.     Superior 

Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old  Books.     Calf  Extra  In  Every  Variety. 

Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law- 

Boo  ks  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  in  Cloth.     Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 

dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  in 

Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  yean,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faitnfulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen's  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  Wot,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  fenva  Statt  Agricultural  Collect. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  feel  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake." — MKI.VIL  DBWEY,  $tatt  Library  ^  Ntw  York, 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 

MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL    TERMS  FOR  LARGE  ORDERS. 
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"  Without  question  the  most  perfect  trade  bibliography 
with  which  we  are  acquainted." — London  Book- 
seller. 


IN  PREPARATION: 

The  American  Catalogue 

i  ;  i89o~i895. 

The  new  volume  of  THE  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE 
covers  the  period  July  i,  1890,  to  June  30,  1895. 
It  will  be  in  two  divisions,  of  which  the  first  con- 
tains the  author-and-title  alphabet,  and  the  second 
the  subject  alphabet,  lists  of  government  and 
state  publications,  publications  of  societies,  books 
in  series,  etc.  It  will  be  delivered,  if  desired,  in 
parts  as  ready. 

Price,  $12.50  in  sheets;  and  $15  in  half  morocco 
binding.  ($10  in  sheets;  $12.50  in  half  morocco,  to 
subscribers  paying  in  advance  of  publication.) 

The  edition  is  1250  copies  only,  and  there 
will  be  no  reissue. 


.  .  .  "There  is  scarcely  a  bookseller  in  the  coun- 
try who  would  hesitate  a  moment  to  expend  twenty- 
five  dollars  in  advertising  his  stock  ;  ought  he  hesi- 
tate  a  moment  about  an  expenditure  that  would 
enable  him  to  sell  hundreds  of  dollars'  worth  of 
books  in  a  year?  Such  an  investment  would  also 
purchase  for  him  a  reputation  among  his  customers 
for  intelligence  and  trade  knowledge  that  would  pay 
him  five  times  over."—  A.  D.  F.  RANDOLPH. 


Yttf 

fBf 

*^ 


This  'work  is  indispensable  to  the  bookstore  or  library. 

THE  AMERICAN   CATALOGUE, 

59  DUANE  STREET  (P.  O  Box  943),  N.  Y. 
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HICCINS'    AMERICAN    DRAWING    INKS 

(Established  1880) 
Are  the  Standard  Liquid  Drawing  Inks  of  the  World. 

They  are  used  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  Schools,  Colleges  and  Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths  of  the  professional  draughtsmen  of  this  country  use  no 
other  drawing  ink. 

Jo.  Pennell  says  of  the  Black  Ink :  "  There  is  no  ink  equal  to  it  for  half 
a  dozen  reasons.  From  the  time  you  open  the  bottle  until  you  have  put  all 
its  contents  on  paper  you  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  it." 

A.  B.  Frost  says  :  "  I  use  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  it  is  certainly  the  best." 

BLACKS. — Two  kinds  :  Waterproof,  white  label  (insoluble  when  dry) ; 
and  General,  red  label  (soluble). 

COLORS.— Carmine,  Scarlet,  Vermilion,  Brick  Red,  Blue,  Yellow, 
Green,  Orange,  Brown,  Indigo,  Violet. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(Bottles  by  mail,  prepaid,  thirty-five  cents  each.    Color  Card  showing  actual  inks  free.) 

HICCINS'    PHOTO   MOUNTER. 

The  new  adhesive  for  mounting  photographs,  etc.,  tissue  and  scrap- 
book  work,  and  general  use  as  a  substitute  for  mucilage,  over  which  it  has 
many  advantages  due  to  its  superiority  and  economy  in  use.  Not  a  starch 
or  flour  paste,  but  a  Vegetable  Glue,  semi-fluid,  of  soft  and  unctuous  con- 
sistency, pure  white  color,  and  free  from  lumps.  Perfectly  homogeneous, 
and  hence  the  water  never  separates  from  the  pulp,  leaving  the  latter  to 
shrivel  up,  as  occurs  in  all  common  pastes.  Spreads  smoothly  and  uni- 
formly, adheres  at  once  and  dries  quickly.  Will  not  warp,  cockle  nor  strike 
through,  nor  change  the  tone  nor  injure  mounts.  Requires  no  prepara- 
tion— always  ready  for  use. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(3  oz.  jar,  prepaid  by  mail,  for  thirty  cents.) 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs.,  170  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 

LONDON  OFFICE:  106  CHARING  CROSS  ROAD. 


JOHN  MURPHY  &  CO.'S  New  Books. 


CARDINAL  GIBBONS.  The  Faith 
of  Our  Fathers.  By  JAMES,  CARDINAL 
GIBBONS,  Archbishop  of  Baltimore.  A  plain 
exposition  and  vindication  of  the  Church 
founded  by  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  i6mo, 
cloth,  $1.00  ;  paper,  50  cents. 

Our  Christian  Heritage.  By  JAMES, 
CARDINAL  GIBBONS,  Archbishop  of  Baltimore, 
izmo,  cloth,  $1.00  ;  cloth  gilt,  $1.50,  net. 

"  No  Catholic  books  ever  published  have  had  so  large 
a  sale,  and  none  have  exercised  so  great  an  influence  on 
the  public  mind.  They  are  noble  works  in  execution  as 
well  as  conception,  for  they  were  written  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  Christian,  not  that  of  the  Churchman."— 
Neiu  York  Htrald. 

ZAHM.     Bible  Science  and  Faith. 

By   Rev.  J.   A.  ZAHM,  C.S.C.,  Professor  of 

Physics  in   the  University  of   Notre  Dame. 

i2mo,  cloth,  $1.25,  net. 

Embracing  his  famous  lectures  on  the  "Antiquity  of 
Man."  "  Religion  and  Science,"  "The  Biblical  Deluge," 
and  his  papers  on  "The  Mosaic  Hexaemerpn"  and  "The 
Mosaic  Account  of  the  Creation  "  in  the  light  of  modern 
science. 

"  Professor  J.  A.  Zahm,  C.S.C.,  of  Notre  Dame  Uni- 
versity, Indiana,  who  is  probably  the  foremost  authority 
on  science  in  the  American  Catholic  Church,  has  been 
honored  by  the  Pope  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phi- 
losophy."— New  York  Tribune. 


LUCAS.    Agnosticism  and  Religion. 

Being  an  examination  of  Spencer's  Religion 
of  the  Unknowable  :  Preceded  by  a  History 
of  Agnosticism.  By  Rev.  GEORGE  J.  LUCAS. 
A  Dissertation  for  the  Doctorate  in  Theology 
at  the  Catholic  University  of  America.  One 
vol.,  octavo,  cloth,  $1.25. 

"  Dr.  Lucas  comes  to  his  task  with  adequate  philo- 
sophical reading.  The  book  is  notable  for  its  luminous 
diction  and  its  immense  earnestness." — Philadelphia 
Press. 

SATOLLI.  Loyalty  to  Church  and 
State.  The  Addresses  and  Speeches  of 
the  Most  Rev.  FRANCIS  ARCHBISHOP  SATOLLI, 
Papal  Delegate  to  the  United  States.  One 
vol.,  I2mo,  cloth,  portrait,  250  pages,  $1.25. 

"  The  book  contains  far  more  than  its  title  implies.  It 
is  a  wide  discussion  of  questions  pertaining  not  only  to 
Christian  citizenship,  but  to  learning  and  the  institutions 
of  learning;  to  Catholic  Doctrine;  to  the  influence  of  the 
Press ;  and  other  topics  of  equal  interest  and  importance." 
— Baltimore  Sun. 

PALLADINO.  Indian  and  White  in 
the  Northwest.  A  History  of  Catholicity 
in  Montana.  By  Rev.  L.  B.  PALLADINO,  S.J. 
One  vol.,  octavo,  144  fine  engravings,  cloth, 
$4.00,  net. 

A  reading  of  it  will  give  reliable  information  concern- 
ing the  growth  of  Montana  from  an  American  desert  into 
a  flourishing  commonwealth. 


JOHN  Ml' R PI IV  &  CO.,  Publishers,     -     Baltimore,  M<1. 
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A  Reprint  of  Poetry  and 


Prose    for    Book    Lovers,   .       _     ___._^_.._ 

Mosher  and  Published  by 


chosen  in  part  from  scarce 


generally  known. 


Ube 


50  Cents,  Net,  a  Year. 


him  at  37  Exchange  St., 

editions  and    sources  not 


The  subscription  for  1895  com- 
plete, is  now  75  cents  net,  and 
after  volume  is  issued  in  Decem- 
ber will  be  $1.00  net. 


Printed    for    Thomas    B. 


Portland,  Maine. 


Advance  Subscriptions  for  1  896  are  taken  at  50  cents  net. 

THE  BIBELOT  is  issued  monthly,  beautifully  printed  on  white  laid  paper,  uncut,  old  style  blue 
wrapper,  in  size  a  small  quarto,  (5  x  6),  24  to  32  pages  of  text. 

THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO., 

5  and  7  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York, 

nAKE  a  specialty  of  supplying  public,  private,  and  school  LIBRARIES*  for  which 
they  have  exceptional  facilities  through  their  connection  with  many  of  the  largest  houses 
as  special  agents,  and  by  carrying  the  stock  of  all  American  Publishers. 

They  are  pleased  to  give  estimates  at  lowest  rates  on  lists  of  proposed  purchases,  and 
solicit  correspondence  with  Librarians  and  other  bookbuyers. 

This  house  is  characterized    by  its  Promptness,    Carefulness,    and    JUow 
Prices. 

There  will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  application  a  topically  arranged  General  Library  List 
selected  from  the  books  of  all  publishers. 


H.  SOTHERAN  &  CO., 


Telegraphic  Address :        I— I  ^Lf    1     I   H    I-H   I_J    A    iVI      JC»      If    1  Code  in  Use: 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON.    1  !•    J\J   1    1  1  dX/Vl  1     iX.    WVA*      UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816.  

A  Monthly  Catalogue  »f  Second-Hand  Books.    Specimen  Number  post  free. 


1-4O  Strand,  W.  C.,  and  37  Piccadilly,  \V.  :  London 

KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO., 


PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRARY  AGENTS, 

Having  extensive  experience  in  supplying  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  MUSEUMS,  GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS,  etc.,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Miscellaneous  Requisites,  Books  (New  and 
Second-hand),  or  Periodicals  in  all  Languages,  offer  their  Services  to  LIBRARIANS,  SECRE- 
TARIES, AND  OTHERS.  Careful  attention  given  to  every  detail.  Exceptional  Facilities  for 
obtaining  Foreign  and  Scarce  Books,  BINDING  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  UNDERTAKEN.  Periodicals 
and  Newspapers  Promptly  Supplied  as  issued.  Books  Shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  World  at  Lowest 
Rates.  _ 

TERMS  ON  APPLICATION,  ALSO  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES,  HANDBOOKS,  ETC. 
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LONDON.  LEIPZIG.  PARI5. 

B.  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROADWAY,    NKW    YORK. 

FOREIGN   OFFICES  AT  LONDON,   LEIPZIG,  AND   PARIS. 
Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 

College   and    Public  Libraries. 

SPECIAL    TERMS    FOR    LARGE    ORDERS. 


Terms  on  direct  application  for  the  supply  of  Foreign  and  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Weekly  shipments  by  the  fleetest  steamers  from  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Periodicals 
supplied  at  lower  rates  than  mail  copies  and  in  better  shape  for  binding. 

Rare  Books  and  Sets  of  Serials  procured  at  the  lowest  terms.  Regular  connections  with 
Central  and  South  America  and  all  Oriental  countries. 

Binding  done  here  and  abroad  in  every  style. 

Auction  Sales  attended  to. 

The  Catalogues  of  Foreign  Dealers — English,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish — fur- 
nished on  application. 

Monthly  Bulletins  of  New  Books  issued  regularly. 

With  the  help  of  a  most  complete  Bibliographical  Outfit  in  all  languages  and  on  all  subjects, 
and  the  experience  of  many  years  in  this  particular  line,  estimates  can  be  furnished  promptly  and 
information  given  on  topics  of  interest  to  Librarians. 


Annual 


1894, 


complements  the  "  Annual  American  Catalogue "  of 
books  published  in  1894,  by  indexing  (i)  articles  in 
periodicals  published  in  1894  ;  (a)  essays  and  book-chap- 
ters in  composite  books  of  1894 ;  (3)  authors  of  periodical 
articles  and  essays ;  (4)  special  bibliographies  of  1894  ; 
(5)  authors  deceased  in  1894,  and,  in  its  special  features, 
supplements  "Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature, 
i887-'pa,"  and  the  "  A.  L.  A.  Index  to  General  Litera- 
ture. 

•      •      • 

One  octavo  volume,  cloth,  $3.50. 


Office  of  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 

59  DUANE  STREET, 
P.  O.  Box  943.  NEW  YORK. 

BOOKS  WANTED. 

T.  L.  Cole,  Corcoran  Bldg.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Library  Journal,  Dec.,  1887,  T.  ia,  no.  12. 
Maf.  of  Am.  Hist.,  Jan.,  1877,  V.  i,  no.  i. 
Hiitorical  Mag.,  ist  series,  v.  9  and  to,  1865-66. 
Annals  of  lovia,  Jan.,  1863;  '64,  any;  Jan.,  April,  Oct., 

'72 ;  Oct.,  '73. 
Wis.  Hist.  Soc.  Discourse,  Jan.,  1850;  Address  Jan.,  '51; 

Sarly  Outposts  of  Wis.,  Green  Bay. 


of  fet 


LIBRARY  SCHOOL.  Courses  of  study 
offering  one  year  in  English  Literature, 
German,  Current  Topics,  Typewriting, 
Cataloguing,  and  Library  Economy. 

The  Library  contains  50,000  volumes  as  a 
laboratory  for  study  and  use. 

FREDERIC  B.  PRATT, 
3nB«fufe,  Secretary. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


A  History  of  the  German  Language 

From  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Present  Day. 
By  CHARLES  W.  SUPER,  Ph.D.,  LL.D., 

President  of  the  Ohio  University  at  Athens. 
Pages  326,  6x9.     Mailing  price,  $1.50. 

Address  O.  U.  BULLETIN,  Athens,  Ohio. 

Of  this  work  The  Critic  says:  "Prof.  Super's  book, 
occupying  the  middle  ground  between  a  grammatical 
commentary  and  a  philological  history,  supplies  in  a  full 
and  interesting  fashion  what  a  literary  reader  needs  to 
make  him  conversant  with  the  main  sides  of  many  ques- 
tions involved  in  the  study  of  one  of  the  principal  Indo- 
European  languages.  The  modesty  of  the  author  is  very 
refreshing;  .  .  .  nowhere  is  there  a  note  of  the  in- 
fallible commentator." 
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3O  WELLINGTON  ST.,  STRAND.       76  RUE  DE  RENNES.  HOSPITAL  SIR.  10. 

GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  for  Colleges  &  Libraries 

810    BROADWAY,     NEW    YORK, 

(TWO  DOORS  ABOVE  BRACE  CHURCH) 

begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 
clerks  at  London,  JParis  and  Leipzig.  He  has  open  accounts 
with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His  experience  enables  him  to  give  information  at  once  about 
rare  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany,  and 
can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


SPECIAL,    REFERENCES, 


:jgn  age 
GEO.  H.  BAKER,  Librarian  of  Columbia  College^  New  York. 


"  Seven  years  ago,  in  reorganizing  the  Columbia  College  library,  I  spent  much  time  in  trying  to  discover  how  to  get  out 
foreign  books  and  periodicals  with  the  least  delay,  trouble  and  expense.  The  result  of  the  comparison  of  three  methods,  viz: 
ordering  direct  from  foreign  dealers,  ordering  through  one  agent  in  London,  or  ordering  through  one  agent  in  New  York  showed 
us  that  it  was  to  our  advantage  to  give  Mr.  Stechert  all  our  foreign  orders,  as  he  delivered  iu  the  library  in  a  single  package 
and  with  a  single  bill  at  as  low  cost  as  we  were  able  with  vastly  greater  trouble,  to  get  a  half  dozen  different  packages  in  differ- 
ent bills  from  different  places.  In  reorganizing  the  New  York  State  Library,  I  opened  the  whole  question  anew,  and  the  result 
of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr.  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders." 

MELVIL  DEWEY,  Director  of  N.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany ',  AT.  Y. 


*'  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  Netr  York  has  served  us  with  fidelity  in  procuring  English,  French  and  German  books,  both  new 
and  second  hand  and  also  periodicals.  His  terms  are  more  reasonable  than  any  others  that  have  come  to  our  notice,  while  he 
has  always  guarded  our  interests  very  carefully.  We  find  it  a  great  convenience  to  have  one  agency  in  New  York,  represented 
by  branches  in  different  European  countries." 

Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  of  Adelbert  College^  Cleveland,  O. 


"  Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
seem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  things  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you." 

ERNEST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  of  College  of  Neiq  Jersey,  Princeton,  N.J. 


**  Our  library  committee  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.     You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollars,  but  haw 
Blown  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you. ' ' 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester^  N.  K 

GUSTAV    K.    STKCHKRT, 

PARIS.         LEIPZIG.         NEW  YORK. 
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UNTIL  a  few  months  ago,  we  had  an  idea  that  of  all  profes- 
sional lines  of  employment,  that  of  a  Librarian  was  about  the 
easiest.  Why  not  ?  His  work  is  all  laid  out  for  him,  titles  and  sub- 
ject-matter of  books  plainly  given,  so  that  all  he  has  to  do  is  to 
arrange  the  books  nicely  on  the  shelves,  give  each  a  shelf-number, 
make  up  two  alphabetical  lists,  one  of  authors,  the  other  of  subjects, 
having  the  proper  shelf-numbers  on  each  list,  and  there  you  are. 
Well,  we  have  changed  our  minds,  or  perhaps,  to  put  it  better,  we 
have  learned  something.  What  probably  is  of  still  more  importance 
is  the  fact  that  we  are  willing  to  acknowledge  that  what  we  don't 
know  about  libraries  and  the  work  of  librarians,  even  yet,  would  make 
a  much  larger  volume  than  what  we  do  know. 

For  some  months  we  have  been  taking  lessons  instead  of  giving 
them.  We  are  still  in  the  primary  class,  but  would  like  to  stand  up 
and  recite  our  little  lessons  as  far  as  we  have  learned  them  regarding 
the  Rudolph  Indexer  system  and  its  adaptation  to  modern  library 
work. 

For  a  time  we  gave  little  attention  to  the  Indexer  Books,  not 
realizing  their  importance,  and  that  many  libraries  not  equipped  with 
the  Revolving  Indexer  would  use  them  for  shelf-lists.  A  few  large 
and  many  small  orders  opened  our  eyes  to  their  importance.  For  a 
time  we  had  little  faith  in  the  transparent  celluloid  covers  for  the 
card  slips.  A  demand  for  these  compelled  more  pains  in  procuring 
the  right  stock  and  improved  manufacture  of  the  books  to  acommo- 
date  them.  Large  manufacture,  improved  machinery,  and  increased 
business  enabled  us  to  reduce  the  cost  until  present  prices  ought  to  be 
no  objection  to  their  very  extensive  sale. 

So  much  for  the  past.  For  the  future  we  are  more  than  ever 
convinced  that  the  days  of  the  written  card  catalogue  are  over. 
Printed  cards  are  here  to  stay.  That  conceded,  economy  of  space, 
ease  of  reference,  and  elasticity  of  entries  are  necessities.  The 
Rudolph  Indexer  system  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  in  these  direc- 
tions. We  shall  also  make  radical  changes  and  improvements  in  the 
Revolving  Continuous  Indexer,  especially  for  use  in  large  libraries. 
The  most  marked  improvement  will  be  that  at  least  six  persons  can 
consult  the  Indexer  at  the  same  time.  We  will  tell  you  all  about 
them  on  this  page  in  the  next  issue  of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL.  In 
the  meantime,  if  you  desire  earlier  information,  drop  us  a  line  and  we 
will  write  you  fully.  Respectfully  yours, 

THOMAS   KANE   &   CO., 
137-139  WABASH  AVENUE,  CHICAGO. 
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WHEN  the  train  from  the  east  rolled  into 
Denver,  bringing  in  one  contingent  70  repre- 
sentatives of  library  interests  from  the  eastern 
and  midwest  states,  Colorado  stood  ready  to 
treat  them  with  unbounded  hospitality,  and 
every  participant  joins  in  the  verdict  that  a  li- 
brary conference  never  had  a  better  time  than 
the  conferees  of  1895  enjoyed  at  the  hands  of 
its  hospitable  citizens.  The  brief  report  given 
in  this  number  shows  that  the  proceedings,  if 
they  did  not  bring  together  in  the  total  as  large 
a  number  of  persons  as  on  some  previous  occa- 
sions, were  of  real  value  and  wide  interest,  and 
those  who  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  be  in  at- 
tendance will  wait  with  interest  the  full  report, 
which  will  come  later  in  the  year.  A  good  bit 
of  work  was  done  in  Colorado  Springs,  where  a 
peculiarly  successful  meeting  was  held,  and  in- 
deed one  of  the  real  values  of  the  conferences  — 
that  of  making  every  year  new  centres  of  influ- 
ence for  the  library  spirit  —  will  be  notably  ac- 
complished this  year,  as  the  field  is  almost  en- 
tirely a  new  one.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Atlanta  Exposition,  with  its  women's  congress 
of  librarians  —  we  presume  masculines  will  not 
be  ruled  out,  if  they  chance  to  go  —  will  furnish 
a  second  conference  opportunity  which  will  be 
utilized  to  the  utmost.  All  librarians  who  can 
spare  the  time  for  a  second  professional  vaca- 
tion should  arrange  their  plans  so  as  to  be  in  At- 
lanta at  the  date  named. 


THE  first  fruits  of  the  new  public  documents 
bill  are  shown  in  the  "  Monthly  catalogue  of 
Government  publications  "  for  January,  Febru- 
ary, and  March,  1895,  just  issued  from  the  office 
of  Superintendent  Crandall.  As  the  bill  was 
not  signed  until  January  12,  and  Superintendent 
Crandall  was  not  appointed  until  March,  and 
the  whole  force  had  to  be  reorganized  by  the 
new  superintendent,  these  first  issues  are  neces- 
sarily far  behind  date;  but  Mr.  Crandall  has 
acted  wisely  in  beginning  the  issue  with  the  first 
month  of  the  calendar  year,  and  it  is  promised 
that  the  succeeding  numbers  will  follow  prompt- 


ly, so  that  within  the  present  year  the  issue  may 
be  made  at  the  proper  date.  In  planning  this 
monthly  record,  Mr.  Crandall  —  or  Mr.  Hickcox, 
who  is  his  chief  cataloger  —  has  departed  from 
the  plan  of  Mr.  Hickcox's  old  "  Monthly  cata- 
logue "  and  adopted  instead  an  arrangement  by 
departments  and  bureaus  similar  to  that  used 
in  1884  for  the  appendix  covering  the  U.  S. 
Government  publications  in  the  "American 
catalogue."  This  plan  was  at  that  time  adopted 
as  a  makeshift,  and  Mr.  Crandall  presents  it  now 
in  the  same  light,  with  profuse  apologies.  But 
continued  use  of  the  classification  raises  the 
question  whether,  after  all,  this  is  not  the  most 
practical  way  of  Government  cataloging,  and 
superior  in  plan  for  practical  purposes  either  to 
the  Poore  catalog,  which  is  a  bad  piece  of 
work,  or  the  Ames  catalog,  which  is  a  good 
piece  of  work.  These  monthly  issues  are  in- 
tended, as  Mr.  Crandall  explains,  for  the  tem- 
porary record,  and  their  material  will  be  put  in 
final  shape  in  the  annual  catalog  or  "compre- 
hensive index,"  also  provided  for  in  the  law. 
Mr.  Crandall  invites  suggestions  and  criticisms 
before  deciding  on  the  method  for  this  annual 
catalog,  and  it  is  important  that  he  should 
have  them  fully  and  promptly,  so  that  once 
started  the  annual  index  may  be  carried  on 
systematically  and  uniformly.  We  suggest  that, 
after  all,  the  best  method  may  be  to  make  the 
annual  catalog  on  the  lines  of  departments  and 
bureaus  —  which  is  practically  a  subject  classifi- 
cation and  a  classification  by  publishers,  —  sup- 
plementing this  with  an  index  by  author,  title, 
and  specifically  by  subject.  If  the  other  method 
is  adopted,  certainly  the  present,  which  is  the 
natural  classification  for  government  documents, 
should  be  given  as  an  appendix  necessary  to 
supplement  the  original  work. 

IT  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  further  investiga- 
tion into  the  accounts  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
and  the  copyright  office  has  shown  deficits  of  a 
really  serious  nature.  In  employing  more  peo- 
ple than  the  law  authorized  and  distributing  the 
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total  salary  amount  according  to  his  own  discre- 
tion instead  of  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  law, 
Mr.  Spofford  of  course  laid  himself  open  to 
serious  criticism  from  every  point  of  view,  and 
with  the  natural  result.  The  system  of  hand- 
ling cash  receipts  has  also  been  so  defective 
as  to  invite  trouble,  and  evidently  the  library 
has  not  only  been  swamped  physically  by  the 
enormous  accumulation  of  books,  but  admin- 
istratively by  the  enormous  increase  of  detail, 
particularly  in  the  copyright  department,  with- 
out the  executive  oversight  and  organization 
to  handle  these  details.  Mr.  Spofford's  mistake 
throughout  —  a  mistake  which  has  led  to  very 
unfortunate  results  —  has  come,  as  has  more 
than  once  been  suggested,  from  willingness  to 
handle  detail  which  should  be  clerks'  work, 
instead  of  general  organization,  which  is  the 
proper  work  of  an  executive.  The  general  de- 
sire to  recognize  that  this  result  is  a  failing 
rather  than  a  fault  of  Mr.  Spofford  has  shown 
a  most  kindly  feeling  toward  him,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  in  the  long  run  the  investigation 
will  do  good  without  showing  more  than  seri- 
ous and  blamable  carelessness,  from  which 
there  can  scarcely  be  acquittal. 


THE  recent  investigation  of  the  office  of  the 
Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York  seems  to  have  resulted  chiefly  in  demon- 
strating how  largely  the  volume  and  value  of 
the  Regents'  work  has  increased  under  Mr. 
Dewey's  energetic  management.  This,  of 
course,  is  against  accepted  precedents,  for  an 
"  investigation"  that  does  not  reveal  misdoing 
and  malfeasance  is,  in  popular  opinion,  un- 
worthy of  its  name.  The  present  investigation 
appears  to  have  failed  in  this  respect;  but  its 
failure  has  been  directly  beneficial,  in  setting 
the  work  accomplished  by  the  Regents  promi- 
nently before  the  public.  The  full  reports  of 
the  examining  committee's  sessions  in  the  local 
press  have  served  a  useful  purpose,  though 
some  of  the  information  there  imparted  must 
have  surprised  even  those  acquainted  with  the 
work.  The  Regents  maintain  —  the  Albany 
Argus  gravely  states  —  "a  state  lunacy  school," 
where,  in  1894,  out  of  1600  applications  but  87 
could  be  accepted,  owing  to  lack  of  desk-room. 
This  is  certainly  startling,  and  readers  of  the 
Argus  may  well  ponder  why  the  state  should 
furnish  instruction  in  lunacy  and  why  1600  per- 
sons should  seek  such  instruction.  It  will 
probably  be  easier  to  settle  these  questions  than 


to  decide  why  printers  and  proof-readers  so 
often  leave  undone  what  they  ought  to  have 
done  and  do  what  they  ought  not  to  do.  Library 
work  is  distracting  enough,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  a  course  of  instruction  in  lunacy  will 
ever  take  the  place  of  the  State  Library  School. 


Communications. 


THE  LEADING  OF  CATALOG   TYPE. 

IT  seems  to  me  that  the  use  of  solid  brevier 
in  catalogs  ought  not  to  be  criticised.  I  believe 
it  adds  about  one-third  to  the  cost  of  a  catalog 
to  use  leads  ("  6  to  pica").  A  catalog  is  not  to 
be  read  continuously,  but  consulted  for  only 
a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  at  most;  and  heavy- 
faced  catch-words  make  solid  brevier  sufficiently 
legible  for  libraries  which  cannot  afford  luxuries, 
that  is  99  out  of  100.  W.  K.  STETSON. 

NEW  HAVEN,  CT.,     | 
FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  J 

[It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  economy  obliges 
many  libraries  to  do  what  they  must,  rather  than 
what  they  would,  especially  where  cataloging  is 
concerned  ;  but  it  is  also  a  fact  that  a  closely 
packed  solid  page  is  unattractive,  and  fatiguing 
to  the  eyes.  In  the  case  cited,  this  was  espe- 
cially marked,  some  divisions  of  the  catalog 
being  set  with  leads  and  heavy-faced  catch- 
words, while  others  combined  catch-words  in 
capitals  (not  heavy  face)  with  solid  brevier  for  ti- 
tles and  solid  nonpareil  for  contents,  even  omit- 
ting leads  between  separate  entries.  —  ED.  L.  j.] 

LIBRA RY  AD VER TISING. 

Miss  McGuFFY's  suggestion  as  to  advertising 
in  street  cars  interested  me  particularly,  as  it 
had  also  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  le- 
gitimate way  of  bringing  a  library  into  notice. 
We  have  been  discussing  it  here,  and  at  the 
same  time  whether  or  not  to  place  bulletin- 
boards  at  our  nearest  "L"  station,  at  the  en- 
trance to  the  viaduct,  in  local  stationers',  and 
in  the  branch  post-office.  Within  a  few  days  I 
have  learned  that  one  New  York  library  —  the 
Harlem  Library  —  does  advertise  in  the  Third 
avenue  cable  cars. 

Why  should  we  not,  also,  where  the  entrance 
is  not  on  the  main  thoroughfare,  place  at  the 
street  corner  some  sign  directing  attention  to 
the  location  of  the  library  ? 

I  remember  when  visiting  one  of  the  "  model  " 
public  libraries  situated  on  a  side  street,  and  not 
having  anything  to  call  attention  to  it,  going  on 
for  several  blocks.  If  this  is  true  of  one  looking 
for  the  library,  how  much  m6re  so  of  those  who 
need  to  have  its  advantages  suggested  to  them. 
ALMA  ROGERS  VAN  HOEVENBKRG. 

FREE  LIBRARY,         | 

WASHINGTON  HEIGHTS,  > 

N.  Y.  CITY.          ) 
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THE  TRAINING  OF  LIBRARY  EMPLOYES. —IV. 
BY  ADELAIDE  R.  HASSE. 


CLASSIFICATION. 

BEFORE, the  pupils  are  permitted  to  make  any 
original  research  or  to  enter  upon  the  more 
difficult  reference-room  work,  they  should  be 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  classification  of  the 
library.  To  some  extent  they  must  have  come 
in  contact  with  it  during  the  time  in  which  they 
were  occupied  with  accession-book,  shelf-list, 
etc.  If  the  principle  of  the  system  used  has 
been  thoroughly  explained  to  them  at  that 
time,  even  then  they  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  its  specific  appli- 
cation in  the  library.  A  simple  way  of  assisting 
this  acquaintance  is  to  have  all  the  books  which 
are  returned  by  the  borrowers  put  back  in  their 
places  on  the  shelves  by  the  pupils,  until  they 
are  as  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  location  of 
every  book,  map,  pamphlet,  etc.,  as  are  the 
attendants  who  are  regularly  employed  to  do 
this  work.  Then  begin  with  the  assembled 
class  to  take  up  subject  after  subject  of  the 
classification,  with  a  view  to  bring  out  the  fol- 
lowing facts  :  who  is  the  authority  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  what  is  the  most  important  book  on  this 
subject ;  what  is  the  ground  covered ,  and  the  stand 
taken ;  or  in  what  respect  do  two  or  more 
equally  important  books  differ  ;  what  periodi- 
cals are  devoted  to  this  subject  ;  what  persons 
are  to-day  prominently  engaged  in  researches 
along  these  lines ;  call  attention  to  recent  litera- 
ture, etc.  ;  point  out  also  co-ordination  of  sub- 
jects in  the  classification,  etc.  Let  the  class 
make  notes  and  copious  references.  So  much 
of  real  enthusiasm  may  be  awakened  by  this 
exercise  that  the  writer  has  come  to  the  convic- 
tion that  it  might  successfully  be  introduced 
among  the  regular  employes  of  libraries  where 
the  system  of  "  specialties"  prevails. 

Do  not  attempt  to  cover  this  ground  too 
rapidly,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  important 
means  of  extending  the  pupils'  point  of  view  and 
arousing  a  permanent  interest  while  they  are 
pursuing  their  studies.  Classification  presented 
merely  with  an  explanation  of  the  inventor's 
selection  of  general  subjects,  and  the  systematic 
grouping  of  specific  subjects  under  these,  with 
reference  perhaps  to  preceding  and  now  histor- 
ical systems,  means  nothing  real  to  the  pupil, 
and  brings  nothing  home  to  him.  What  a 
wealth  of  material  may  be  brought  out  in  the 
discussion,  comparison,  etc.,  in  the  subject  of 


psychology  alone,  with  its  modern  application 
in  education,  medicine,  and  criminology  !  The 
eagerness  with  which  these  lessons  were  looked 
forward  to  in  the  Los  Angeles  Library  Training- 
Class  was  proof  conclusive  of  their  usefulness  — 
one  class  in  particular  displayed  special  interest, 
which  numbered  among  its  members  profession- 
al teachers  and  college  and  university  graduates. 
Let  the  instructor  have  an  ample  supply  of 
reference  books  at  hand,  and  an  equally  ample 
supply  of  carefully  prepared  notes.  Let  the 
pupils  make  annotated  lists  of  reference  books 
for  each  subject  as  it  is  gone  over,  including 
standard  histories,  compendiums,  dictionaries, 
etc.,  and  at  the  end  of  this  course  prepare  a 
classified  list  of  this  material  for  their  own 
use.  Insist  always  on  good  arrangement,  cap- 
italization, abbreviation,  etc.,  according  to  cat- 
alog rules.  Or  let  each  pupil  be  given  a  subject 
on  which  to  prepare  a  complete  list  of  all  the 
standard  histories,  etc.,  making  critical  annota- 
tions of  the  scope,  comparative  value,  etc., 
and  showing  publisher,  price,  and  date.  These 
may  then  be  duplicated  and  a  copy  distrib- 
uted to  each  pupil.  If  the  D.  C.  is  used  in  the 
library  a  variation  may  be  introduced  in  the 
subjects  of  history,  900,  literature,  800,  and 
portions  of  science,  500,  sociology,  320,  330,  and 
religion  200,  by  arranging  all  in  one  chronologi- 
cal table,  using  the  D.  C.  time  subdivisions  ;  or, 
a  number  of  historical  periods  may  be  selected 
and  the  pupils  required  to  fill  them  in  chrono- 
logically from  the  above-named  daises,  show- 
ing contemporary  events,  prominent  characters, 
etc. ;  an  object  lesson  thus  being  given  also  of 
the  ramification  of  subjects  in  the  D.  C. 

These  same  methods  may  be  applied  to  the 
Cutter  clasification,  and  a  diagram  can  be  pre- 
pared of  this  classification  to  show  the  pupils  at 
a  glance  the  gradual  growth  of  this  system  frcm 
its  first  to  its  last  class.  A  comparison  of  the 
D.  C.  and  the  Cutter  may  very  profitably  be 
made  by  placing  the  D.  C.  numbers  under  their 
synonymous  letters  in  this  diagram.  In  the 
actual  classification  of  books,  the  pupils  should 
by  all  means  be  given  a  hand,  whenever  new 
books  are  added  to  the  library. 

REFERENCE  WORK. 

The  pupils  having  become  acquainted  with  a 
wide  range  of  subjects,  and  to  a  certain  extent 
of  the  contents  of  the  library,  they  are  now  com- 


3°4 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


\Septembcr,  '95 


paratively  better  able  to  make  original  research. 
In  the  reference  work  they  will  find  greater  op- 
portunity to  exhibit  individuality  than  in  the 
more  clerical  routine  of  the  accession  work  and 
its  dependent  records. 

Without  inflicting  an  unexperienced  pupil  upon 
a  busy  public,  a  course  of  work  can  be  arranged 
which  will  give  to  the  pupil  the  same  experience 
as  that  gained  by  the  regular  employes  in  direct 
contact  with  the  public.  Let  the  instructor  re- 
quire of  the  regular  employes  to  submit  a 
quantity  of  questions,  all  of  which  have  been 
actually  put  to  them  at  delivery-desk,  registry- 
desk,  reference-room,  etc.  Enclose  of  these  ques- 
tions, one  each  in  a  sealed  envelope,  of  which 
distribute  one  to  each  pupil,  with  the  general 
instructions  that  a  reference-list  on  enclosed 
subject  is  to  be  submitted  within  a  stated  time, 
to  be  accompanied  by  a  list  of  all  books  con- 
sulted, whether  a  reference  be  found  or  not  — 
this  to  test  pupils'  discrimination  in  the  selection 
of  books.  File  the  returns,  re-envelope  the  ques- 
tions, addressing  them  this  time  in  order  to  avoid 
the  same  person  having  the  same  questions,  and 
repeat  until  each  pupil  has  had  all  questions, 
then  collate  and  report  result  to  class.  Every 
librarian  knows  the  range  of  these  questions  — 
from  Kaffir  mythology  to  the  news  flashed 
across  the  wires  yesterday.  Such  exercises  as 
the  above  are  useful  chiefly  in  preparing  the 
pupil  to  meet  these  varied  demands  without  dis- 
may. Let  the  pupils  be  assigned  to  deputy  duty 
in  the  reference-room  in  rotation  to  prove  their 
mettle  in  the  actual  fray.  Meanwhile,  work 
should  be  begun  in  the  systematic  preparation 
of  reading  lists  on  current  topics,  which,  when 
completed,  may  be  posted,  sent  to  the  local 
newspaper,  or  included  in  the  bulletin,  for  care 
should  be  taken  that  all  work,  when  finally  sub- 
mitted, shall  have  been  well  done,  and  being 
well  done  the  material  so  brought  together 
should  be  made  available  to  others. 

Most  libraries  have  a  certain  patronage  of 
club  members  and  teachers  who  depend  largely 
upon  the  reference-room  of  the  public  library, 
and  where  demands  for  lists  on  live  topics  are 
consequently  continually  accumulating.  Here 
the  pupils  will  find  ample  opportunity  for 
genuine  work,  and  in  this  way,  too,  a  measure 
of  return  may  be  made  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  time  of  the  employes  given  to  pupils.  The 
work  of  the  reference-room  may  be  much  ex- 
tended, so  that  it  becomes  a  valuable  adjunct  to 
the  cataloging  department  and  to  the  work 
among  children  and  schools  now  so  earnestly 


pursued  by  many  libraries.  As  an  instance  of 
the  usefulness  to  which  even  a  small  library  can 
attain  by  judicious  reference  work,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  last  report  of  Miss  Crawford, 
then  of  the  Sioux  City  Library. 

The  pupil  having  served  the  stated  period  of 
time  in  the  reference-room  as  allowed  by  the 
entire  course  of  study,  should  have  a  fair  knowl- 
edge of  the  general  literature  of  the  reference- 
room,  but  above  all  the  manner  of  using,  and 
value  of  the  various  indexes,  concordances, 
bibliographies,  etc.,  which  go  to  make  up  the 
tools  of  the  reference-room  clerk. 

The  attention  of  the  pupil  should  be  trained 
to  discover  those  numerous  and  often  valuable 
bibliographies  which  it  has  recently  become 
more  generally  the  custom  to  insert  in  books 
not  coming  under  the  head  of  reference  books, 
and  to  be  found  more  particularly  in  those  dealing 
with  sociological  questions.  MacDonald's  "Ab- 
normal man  "  may  be  cited  as  a  book  greatly 
increased  in  value  on  account  of  its  excellent 
bibliography,  and  Bandelier's  "  Gilded  man,"  as 
one  which  would  be  greatly  improved  by  the 
addition  of  one.  Many  libraries  preserve  such 
bibliographies  for  reference  by  indexing  them 
on  cards,  and  keep  them  solely  for  reference- 
room  use. 

Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid  on  the  im- 
portance of  reference- room  work.  It  is  a  prep- 
aration for  the  cataloger  who,  without  this  ex- 
perience, will  often  fail  of  the  realization  of  the 
most  essential  part  of  a  catalog,  i.  e,,  not  so  much 
its  mathematical  arrangement  and  uniformly 
preserved  nicety  as  the  ability  of  the  ignorant 
public  to  use  it. 

The  cataloging  question  must  be  omitted 
here.  No  pupils  are  competent  to  undertake 
cataloging  until  they  have  had  larger  experi- 
ence in  the  general  use  of  books  than  that  here 
related  gives.  They  may  be  thoroughly  equipped 
with  all  the  rules,  and  be  able  to  write  perfect 
cards,  yet  the  ultimate,  the  great,  the  final  thing 
they  may  not  be  able  to  do  —  that  is,  to  so  ripely 
grasp  the  meaning  and  place  of  a  book  as  to 
properly  assign  to  it  a  subject,  and  judiciously 
to  analyze  its  contents.  This  judgment  is  born 
of  experience  brought  about  by  contact  with  the 
public. 

The  writer  again  wishes  to  ^all  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  foregoing  memoranda  have 
been  preserved  largely  at  the  suggestion  of  some 
librarians  who  by  virtue  of  distance  and  other 
equally  potent  reasons  were  debarred  from  the 
advantages  of  contact  with  the  great  supply 
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centres  of  trained  librarians,  and  who  perforce 
were  compelled  to  select  from  raw  local  material, 
rather  than  from  experienced  material  at  large; 
and,  moreover,  that  these  memoranda  were  the 
results  of  practical  and  successful  experience 
in  an  active  public  library  and  are  addressed 
mainly  to  librarians  of  public  libraries. 

Much  that  would  properly  find  a  place  in  the 
foregoing  has  been  omitted,  each  librarian  being 
at  liberty  to  introduce  such  accessories  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  to  the  rudimentary  educa- 
tion of  library  employes  as  such.  Trips  to  the 
bindery,  the  printing  office,  the  newspaper 
offices,  to  neighboring  libraries,  may,  with  ad- 
vantage, be  made;  Mr.  Dana  even  including 


attendance    during     the    session    of   the   city 
council. 

Tabulation  in  regular  program  form  was  not 
made, because  it  was  not  intended  that  these  state- 
ments should  be  arbitrary,  but  they  were  offered 
simply  in  the  hope  of  being  suggestive.  For 
further  material  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
"  Handbook  of  the  Denver  Public  Library,"  the 
bulletin  issued  by  that  library,  to  the  bulletins 
and  reports  of  the  Los  Angeles  Public  Libiary 
bearing  on  training  classes,  to  the  circulars  of 
the  Armour,  Pratt,  and  Drexel  Institutes  on 
library  schools,  and  finally  to  the  handbooks 
and  reports  of  the  Library  School  of  the  New 
York  State  Library. 


THE  WOMAN'S    EDUCATION   ASSOCIATION.* 
BY  ALICE  E.  CHANDLER,  Advisory  Librarian,   Town  Library,  Lancaster,  N.  If. 


THE  subject  of  the  Woman's  Education  As- 
sociation will  perhaps  be  best  introduced  by  the 
presentation  of  a  circular  issued  for  distribution 
this  summer  among  the  smaller  libraries  of 
Massachusetts : 

WOMAN'S  EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Woman's  Education  Association,  of  Boston,  a 
body  organized  to  promote  educational  interests,  has 
been  interested  lately  in  studying  how  to  make  the 
libraries  in  the  smaller  towns  of  the  state  moie  useful. 
It  has  been  noticed  that  the  circulation  of  these  libraries 
often  does  not  increase  as  it  should,  but,  after  the  library 
has  ceased  to  be  a  novelty,  the  demand  for  books  dimin- 
ishes. Frequently  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  readers 
have  exhausted  the  small  number  of  books,  and  the  town 
appropriation  is  insufficient  to  keep  the  library  up  to  its 
original  standard.  Of  course  in  no  one  of  these  smaller 
towns  can  many  readers  of  solid  books  be  found,  but  no 
town  is  so  small  or  so  quiet  that  there  may  not  be  in  it 
some  person,  young  or  old,  eager  for  knowledge,  whose 
whole  life  may  be  changed  by  having  a  chance  to  read 
the  best  or  latest  books  of  travel,  science,  history  or  lit- 
erature, which  are  too  expensive  or  too  little  in  demand 
to  be  bought  by  the  town  purse. 

The  Woman's  Education  Association  offers  to  supply 
thi*  want  by  lending  travelling  libraries  of  about  25  vol- 
umes, on  various  subjects,  for  six  months.  In  these  col- 
lections are  books  of  American  History,  Natural  Science, 
General  Literature,  Travel,  Agriculture,  Sports,  etc. 
Requests  for  books  from  local  societies  studying  special 
topics  will  receive  due  consideration,  and  lists  of  the 
most  desirable  books  on  one  or  more  subjects,  will  be 
sent  to  libraries  or  societies  applying  for  them.  The 
Association  has  the  cordial  endorsement  of  the  State  Li- 
brary Commission  in  this  work. 

Application  for  the  Travelling  Libraries  may  be  sent 
from  any  town  by  the  librarian  and  two  other  citizens. 
No  charge  is  made  for  the  use  of  the  books,  except  the 
prepayment  of  the  return  freight,  but  an  account  is  ex- 
pected of  their  circulation.  The  libraries  will  be  sent 
out  early  in  October,  but,  as  the  number  is  limited,  an 
early  application  is  desirable.  For  all  information,  ad- 
dress the  secretary  of  the  Association,  Miss  Mary  Mori- 
son,  26  Marlborough  st.,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  publication  of  this  circular  is  induced  by 
the  desire  to  extend  a  work  instituted  during 
the  previous  year,  and  which  has  been  followed 


*  Read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Library 
Club,  at  North  Eaaton,  May  aa,  1895. 


by  such  approval  as  seems  to  warrant  its  con- 
tinuance and  extension.  A  year  ago  three  li- 
braries similar  to  those  mentioned  were  pre- 
pared, and  lent  to  as  many  towns,  recommended 
by  the  State  Library  Commission.  In  the  au- 
tumn these  were  exchanged  for  the  first  time, 
and  now  a  second  transfer  has  been  made.  The 
association  has  been  heartily  thanked  by  every 
town  for  the  use  of  the  books,  and  the  work 
seems  to  be  highly  appreciated.  The  circula- 
tion varies  greatly.  In  one  town  of  300  inhabi- 
tants the  first  set  only  went  out  eleven  times. 
With  'the  next  library  the  use  increased  to  70. 
fully  as  large  as  could  be  expected  in  a  town  of 
that  size. 

Another  library  was  lent  in  a  town  of  2000 
people,  where  no  public  library  existed.  A 
number  of  earnest  women  determined  to 
start  one  with  the  hopes  that  the  town  would 
presently  adopt  it.  Though  their  hopes  have 
not  yet  been  realized,  they  have  fully  demon- 
strated its  usefulness  and  popularity  by  a  circu- 
lation of  over  2000  in  six  months,  to  which  the 
travelling  library  contributed  172. 

At  the  same  time  a  fourth  library  of  a  slight- 
ly different  character  was  started.  A  small 
town  with  a  low  valuation  had  declined  to  es- 
tablish a  library,  thinking  that  they  could  not 
afford  the  yearly  expense.  Knowing  that  there 
was  one  town  official  who  was  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  a  library,  the  association  offered  td  loan 
50  volumes  for  a  year,  if  they  would  be  properly 
housed  and  cared  for.  Of  course  this  library 
had  to  be  of  an  entirely  different  character  from 
the  others,  an<J  the  committee  found  the  selec- 
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tion  of  "50  best  books  "  anything  but  an  easy 
matter.  Careful  directions  were  sent  telling  the 
simplest  and  cheapest  way  of  running  a  library, 
and,  besides  the  50  books  lent,  50  more  were 
promised  by  friends  as  a  permanent  gift  if  the 
library  was  continued.  These  arguments  proved 
so  persuasive  that  the  town  not  only  accepted 
the  offer,  but  that  of  the  state  also,  and  the 
commissioners  were  able  to  add  another  free 
library  to  their  list.  This  spring  a  letter  was 
received  saying,  "  The  library  has  been  a  great 
treat  to  our  town,  and  we  appreciate  the  effort 
which  you  are  making."  On  the  return  of  these 
books  we  hope  to  add  this  town  to  our  regular 
travelling  library  list. 

Three  new  libraries  are  now  in  preparation  for 
three  more  towns,  which  will  make  seven  towns 
on  our  circuit. 

The  selection  of  these  books  is  not  an  easy 
task,  as  of  course  those  already  in  circulation 
must  not  be  duplicated,  or  the  value  of  the  loan 
is  decreased.  To  avoid  this,  as  well  as  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  circular,  the  choice  has 
been  made  from  a  class  of  books  somewhat  more 
expensive  than  these  towns  can  afford  to  buy, 
and  the  average  cost  for  the  25  books  has  been 
a  little  over  $40.  The  books  chosen  are  gener- 
ally illustrated,  and  not  of  too  solid  a  character 


to  interest  the  average  reader.  Several  are  in- 
cluded as  specially  adapted  to  the  young.* 

The  only  criticism  we  have  received  was  that 
the  books  were  too  large.  Oddly  enough,  in 
that  very  town  the  three  books  that  were  used 
the  most  were  also  the  heaviest !  This  objection 
was  met  by  suggesting  that  the  larger  books 
should  be  retained  by  the  borrower  double  the 
regular  time. 

In  addition  to  these  libraries,  it  will  be  noted 
that  the  circular  states  that  applications  will  be 
considered  for  books  on  special  topics,  and  it  is 
possible  that  this  branch  of  the  work  may  be- 
come in  the  future  a  small  reference  library,  or 
sets  of  libraries  on  different  subjects,  similar  to 
those  of  New  York  State. 

In  other  ways  the  association  will  be  glad  to 
be  of  service.  With  its  headquarters  in  Boston, 
expert  advice  can  be  readily  obtained  as  to  the 
best  books  on  any  subject,  booksellers  consulted 
on  prices,  or  the  Library  Bureau  called  upon  for 
supplies.  Most  of  the  readers  of  the  JOURNAL 
are  probably  beyond  the  need  of  such  help,  but 
I  will  be  pleased  to  have  them  remember  that 
the  Woman's  Education  Association  is  at  the 
service  of  all  who  may  desire  its  aid. 

*  A  list  of  the  books  composing  "  Travelling  library 
no.  i,"  of  the  W.  E.  A.,  is  given  on  page  310. 


ONE   LIBRARIAN'S   WAY   OF  KEEPING  NOTES. 
BY  NINA  E.  BROWNE,  Librarian  Library  Bureau,  Boston. 


ALMOST  every  one  studiously  inclined  has 
some  method  of  taking  and  keeping  notes.  The 
proof  of  its  excellence  lies  in  the  facility  of  find- 
ing a  given  note  after  it  is  once  filed  away.  The 
book  is  the  form  most  generally  used  by  the 
average  student,  yet  any  college  graduate  can 
testify  to  the  difficulty  of  utilizing  the  notes  thus 
taken,  and  to  the  final  waste  of  all  the  time  and 
study  which  they  represent.  When  our  college 
students  are  taught  a  rational  method  of  taking 
and  keeping  notes,  less  time  and  energy  will  be 
expended  uselessly  and  better  results  will  be 
attained. 

But  the  college  student  is  not  the  only  one 
who  fails  to  find  the  special  note  he  seeks. 
The  librarian  may  fail  in  this  particular,  and 
perhaps  with  less  excuse.  Since  the  librarian 
though  "  not  supposed  to  know  everything, 
should  know  where  to  find  everything,"  this 
article  is  written  in  the  hope  that  the  libra- 
rian still  young  enough  to  learn  new  tricks,  may 
find  something  helpful.  The  illustrations  will 


be  drawn  from  actual  notes  on  technical  library 
subjects. 

The  first  essential  to  good  results  is  the  adop- 
tion of  a  uniform  size  of  paper.*  Slips  of  the 
card  catalog  size  (7!  x  12^  cm.)  were  decided 
upon  in  the  beginning,  because  of  the  conven- 
ience of  carrying  and  handling.  In  a  short 
time  it  became  apparent  that  some  notes  would 
be  too  long  to  be  written  upon  a  single  slip,  or 
of  such  a  nature  that  they  could  not  be  written 
upon  two  or  more  slips  advantageously.  This 
caused  the  adoption  of  a  letter-size  sheet  (20  x  25 
cm.)  in  addition  to  the  small  slip,  though  the 
latter  is  used  whenever  possible.  These  two 
sizes  have  proved  satisfactory. 

The  second  essential  to  good  results  is  that 
only  a  single  subject  be  notedr  on  a  given  sheet 
or  slip.  Conformity  to  this  rule  allows  a  note 
taken  to-day  to  be  filed  with  notes  taken  10  years 
ago  without  recopying  or  rearranging  the  notes 
already  filed. 


»  See  Library  itotts,  v.  2  :  46. 
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The  quality  of  the  slips  seems  of  minor  im- 
portance. The  thin  paper  is  preferable  when 
storage  space  is  likely  to  be  limited.  In  any 
case  its  durability  is  sufficient  for  private  use. 
For  easy  handling  the  slips  should  be  of  equal 
thickness.  The  collection  of  slips  in  question, 
however,  is  made  of  paper  of  all  weights,  from 
a  heavy  catalog  card  to  the  thinnest  of  slips,  on 
the  backs  of  waste  cards,  or  anything  at  hand 
of  the  given  size.  This  does  not  make  a  model 
file  in  appearance  but  it  answers  every  purpose. 
The  large  sheets  are  more  'easily  filed  and 
handled  if  not  of  too  thin  stock. 

The  slips  are  kept  in  the  upper  left-hand 
drawer  of  the  library-desk,  which  is  fitted  with 
partitions  for  this  7^  x  I2|  cm.  size.  Before 
possessing  a  drawer  the  L.  B.  trays  without 
partitions  (23?)  were  used.  The  deep  tray  was 
chosen  because  it  could  be  packed  with  books 
and  papers  without  injuring  the  slips.  But  for 
this  treatment  of  them,  the  trays  of  two-thirds 
height  are  preferable.  The  large  sheets,  to- 
gether with  pamphlets,  etc.,  are  kept  in  the  L.  B. 
pamphlet  cases  (48^)  which  stand  on  shelves 
within  reach  of  the  desk. 

The  Decimal  Classification  notation  is  used 
as  a  basis  of  arrangement.  When  the  Decimal 
Classification  does  not  give  sufficient  subdivis- 
ion, a  logical  order  under  a  given  head  and 
sometimes  an  alfabetic  order  of  slips  is  used. 
The  Expansive  Classification,  for  one  familiar 
with  that,  would  serve  equally  well.  Those  un- 
willing to  use  a  classed  order  can  use  the 
alfabetic  arrangement  to  advantage. 

Each  slip  bears  on  its  upper  left-hand  corner 
the  Decimal  Classification  number  with  the 
special  subdivision  expressed  in  words  on  the 
upper  line.  E.g.,  025.3  Linotype  catalogs; 
025.6  Two-book  plan. 

Guides  bearing  the  number  or  subject  are  free- 
ly used.  The  following  are  actual  headings  used 
on  guides  in  025  Administration. 

025.1  Executive:  Bulletins;  Statistics. 

025.2  Accession  :  Selecting  and  buying;  Beg- 
ging ;    Order  dep't  ;    Accession  book  ;    Gifts, 
Treatment  of;  Marking  of  books  —  Embossing, 
Perforating,  Book  plates. 

025.3  Catalog :    Card  catalog   of    libraries ; 
Mechanism;  Catalog  guides;  Classed  catalog; 
Dictionary    catalog,  Co-operative    cataloging; 
Printed    catalog  cards;   L.    B.   printed  cards; 
Printed  catalogs. 

025.4  Classification. 

With  the  small  size  notes  is  filed  an  index  on 


slips  to  the  notes  and  pamphlets  filed   in  the 
boxes,  e.g.  : 


025.6  Indicators 

Chivers.    Circular  of  indicator 
See  file. 


An  index  to  the  main  articles  in  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL  is  also  included.  Thus  is  shown  in 
one  place  all  the  material  there  is  on  a  given 
subject  in  the  collection.  If  the  note  wanted  is 
on  the  large  sheet,  the  index  slip  shows  the 
number  in  the  file  where  the  large  sheets  are 
also  arranged  in  Decimal  Classication  order. 

With  the  notes  on  library  topics  is  kept  a 
collection  of  library  blanks,  reports,  catalogs, 
etc.,  of  various  libraries.  The  blanks  are 
mounted  by  subject  on  the  L.  B.  scrap  sheets 
of  the  same  size  as  the  large  note  sheets 
(20x25  cm.)  and  filed  with  them;  e.g.,  the  book 
plates  are  together,  the  acknowledgment  of 
gifts,  the  registration  blanks,  etc.  A  list  of  the 
libraries  represented  in  each  of  these  groups  is 
written  on  slips  and  filed  with  the  other  index. 


025.6  Notices  of  over  due  books 
Indianapolis  P.  L. 
Harvard 
Aguilar 
Salem  P.  L. 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  (N.  Y.) 


Seefik 


This  collection  was  begun  some  years  ago, 
and' at  the  Library  Bureau  has  proved  most  help- 
ful to  others  than  the  collector.  It  is  open  to 
the  inspection  of  any  one  interested. 

The  occasional  demand  for  all  the  blanks  of 
a  given  library  is  supplied  by  filing  under 
number  027  cards  for  each  library  represented 
with  a  list  of  its  blanks  in  the  collection. 

027      Springfield  City  Library. 
024      Rules. 

024.1  Registration. 

024.5  Call  slip  for  lib.  use. 

025.2  Book  plate;  Embossing  stamp. 

025.6  Charging   system  ;    Teachers  card  ; 
Blank  for  circulation  statistics. 

025.8  Book  label  for  numbers. 

028.5  Catalog  of  juvenile  books. 
The    Decimal  Classification    numbers   show 
where  each   blank  can  be   found.    If  any   li- 
brarian is  willing  to  add  the  blanks  of  his  library 
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to  this  collection  (made  for  and  used  by  li- 
brarians) he  may  feel  sure  that  his  blanks  thus 
mounted  and  indexed  are  doing  good  missionary 
service. 

This  shows  the  general  outline  of  one  collec- 
tion of  notes,  the  growth  of  seven  years.  Time 
may  necessitate  modifications,  but  the  principle 
promises  to  hold  good. 


A    BIBLIOGRAPHY   OF   REFERENCE 
BOOKS. 

THE  Reynolds  Library,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
in  removing  to  its  new  building,  has  planned  to 
extend  its  usefulness  in  various  ways,  especially 
in  the  development  of  its  reference  department, 
which  will  be  largely  increased,  reorganized, 
and  arranged  for  accessible  use  by  the  public. 
To  this  end  Mr.  G:  F.  Bowerman,  the  reference 
librarian,  has  recently  sent  to  some  500  of  the 
leading  libraries  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  the  following  circular  letter: 

"  In  moving  into  the  more  commodious 
quarters  of  our  new  home,  we  are  planning  to 
increase  the  usefulness  of  this  library,  particu- 
larly by  means  of  our  reference  department. 
Although  we  believe  our  list  of  reference  books 
will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  other  libra- 
ries of  the  same  age  and  size,  yet  we  know  it 
can  be  improved  and  to  this  end  we  ask  the  aid 
of  other  libraries.  Will  you  please  give  us 
your  list  of  reference  books,  or  lend  it  to  us  if 
it  is  only  in  ms.  ?  By  checking  those  which  you 
regard  as  most  valuable  you  will  give  us  addi- 
tional help. 

"It  is  my  purpose  to  compile  from  the  lists 
sent  me  in  reply  to  this  letter,  and  from  other 
sources  of  authority,  a  list  of  about  3000  books 
most  useful  in  reference  work.  This  list  when 
published,  I  will  be  glad  to  send  to  those  who 
co-operate  with  me.  The  plan  is  to  include  not 
only  cyclopaedias,  dictionaries,  and  other  works 
which  are  strictly  classed  as  reference  books, 
but  also  text-books  and  other  comprehensive 
works  of  a  special  or  general  character,  which 
often  prove  more  useful  in  reference  work  than 
cyclopaedias,  e.  g.,  Winsor's  '  Narrative  and 
critical  history,'  and  Dana's  'Manual  of  geol- 
ogy.' Any  help  or  suggestions  to  make  this 
list  useful  will  be  thankfully  received." 

A  copy  of  the  list  of  reference  books  pub- 
lished by  the  library  in  1888  will  be  sent  to 
librarians  desiring  to  co-operate  in  the  work, 
and  Mr.  Bowerman  intends  to  spare  neither 
time  nor  pains  in  the  preparation  of  the  selected 
list.  The  proposed  inclusion  of  books  that  do 
not  come  strictly  within  the  "  reference"  class, 
while  adding  to  the  difficulty  of  selection,  should 
form  a  valuable  feature,  and  if  Mr.  Bowerman 
is  able  to  obtain  a  consensus  of  library  opinion 
as  to  the  3000  best  books  of  reference — using 
the  term  in  a  wide  sense  —  his  catalog  ought  to 
be  a  worthy  addition  to  the  "  tools  of  the 
trade."  His  project  certainly  should  command 
the  interest  and  co-operation  of  his  fellow- 
workers. 


CO-OPERATIVE  CATALOGING  OF  SCIEN- 
TIFIC LITERATURE. 

THE  International  catalogue  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Royal  Society  of  London  to  con- 
sider the  preparation  of  an  international  catalog 
of  scientific  literature,  presented  the  following 
report  to  the  president  and  council  of  the  society 
on  July  5,  and  the  recommendations  therein 
contained  were  approved: 

"  At  the  first  meeting  of  this  committee  (Feb- 
ruary 8,  1894),  the  memorial  to  the  president 
and  council  (July,  1893)  which  led  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee,  and  the  minute  of  coun- 
cil of  December  7,  1893,  appointing  the  com- 
mittee, having  been  read,  it  was  resolved  to  re- 
quest the  president  and  council  to  authorize  the 
committee  to  enter  directly  into  communica- 
tion with  societies,  institutions,  etc.,  in  this 
country  and  abroad,  with  reference  to  the  prep- 
aration, by  international  co-operation,  of  com- 
plete subject  and  authors'  catalogs  of  scientific 
literature. 

"  Subsequently  a  draft  circular  letter  was  pre- 
pared, which,  on  February  22,  1894,  received 
the  approval  of  the  president  and  council,  who 
also  authorized  its  issue. 

"  This  letter  was  sent  to  207  societies  and  in- 
stitutions selected  from  the  exchange  list  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  to  a  few  others.  It  was  also 
sent  to  the  directors  of  a  number  of  observa- 
tories and  of  government  geological  surveys,  to 
the  foreign  members  of  the  Royal  Society,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  following  societies:  Chemi- 
cal, Geological,  Physical,  Royal  Astronomical, 
Linnaean,  Royal  Miscroscopical,  Entomological, 
Zoological,  Physiological,  and  Mineralogical, 
and  of  the  Anthropological  Institute.  A  special 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution. 

"  More  than  a  hundred  replies  to  the  letter 
have  been  received;  several  of  these  are  reports 
of  committees  specially  appointed  to  consider 
the  suggestions  put  forward  by  the  Royal  Society. 
A  list  of  answers  received  up  to  December,  1894, 
with  brief  excerpts  from  the  more  suggestive, 
was  issued  to  members  of  the  committee  early 
this  year.  It  should,  however,  be  added,  that 
from  some  important  institutions  no  answer  has 
as  yet  been  received. 

"  It  may  be  said  at  the  outset  that  in  no  single 
case  is  any  doubt  expressed  as  to  the  extreme 
value  of  the  work  contemplated,  and  that  only 
two  or  three  correspondents  question  whether  it 
is  possible  to  carry  out  such  a  work.  It  is  a 
great  gratification  to  the  committee  that  the 
matter  has  been  taken  up  in  the  most  cordial 
manner  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the 
secretary  of  which,  in  his  reply,  refers  to  the 
desirability  of  a  catalog  of  the  kind  suggested, 
as  being  so  obvious  that  the  work  commends 
itself  at  once.  The  importance  of  having  com- 
plete subject  catalogs  and  not  mere  transcripts 
of  titles,  is  also  generally  recognized. 

"  Some  bodies  and  individuals  take  the  matter 
up  very  warmly  and  urge  that  steps  be  taken 
forthwith  to  put  the  scheme  into  action,  this 
being  especially  true  of  the  replies  received 
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from  the  United  States;  others,  while  giving  a 
general  approval,  dwell  upon  the  difficulties  of 
carrying  out  the  suggestions  put  forward;  and 
others,  again,  ask  for  more  details  before  com- 
mitting themselves  to  any  answer,  which  may 
seem  to  entail  future  responsibility,  especially 
of  a  financial  character. 

"  Incidentally,  it  may  be  pointed  out  as  very 
noteworthy  that  over  and  over  again  reference 
is  made  to  the  great  value  of  the  Royal  Society's 
'  Catalogue  of  scientific  papers."  There  is 
abundant  evidence  that  considerable  use  is  made 
of  this  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  And  it  is 
clear  that  a  proposal  to  carry  out  a  more  com- 
prehensive scheme  initially  under  the  direction 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  London  is  likely  to  meet 
with  general  approval,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  Society  is  credited  with  having  already  car- 
ried out  the  most  comprehensive  work  of  the 
kind  yet  attempted.  Indeed  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences,  of  Philadelphia,  U.  S.  A.,  di- 
rectly advocates  the  establishment  of  a  central 
bureau  under  the  Royal  Society  ;  and  several 
others  more  or  less  clearly  imply  that  they  would 
favor  such  a  course. 

"  Over  and  over  again  it  is  stated  that  the 
production  by  International  co-operation  of  a 
catalog  such  as  is  contemplated  is  not  only 
desirable,  but  practicable.  The  Americans,  who, 
as  already  stated,  are  the  most  enthusiastic  sup- 
porters of  the  scheme,  especially  dwell  on  the 
importance  of  early  action  being  taken.  Prof. 
Bowditch,  of  Harvard  University,  in  particular, 
points  out  that  if  the  Royal  Society  of  London 
wishes  to  guide  the  enterprise,  it  ought  to  an- 
nounce its  views  and  put  forward  a  comprehen- 
sive scheme  with  the  least  possible  delay.  It 
may  be  added  here  that  he  also  urges  that  in 
determining  the  scope  of  the  catalog  a  very 
wide  interpretation  should  be  given  to  the  word 
'  science.' 

"No  very  precise  information  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  putting  the  scheme  into  operation  is  to 
be  gathered  from  the  replies  as  a  whole. 

"  It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  enterprise 
should  be  an  international  one.  Many  think 
that  international  financial  support  should  and 
would  be  accorded  to  it,  but  no  method  of  secur- 
ing this  is  indicated;  others  express  the  view 
that  the  cost  may  be  met  by  subscriptions  from 
societies,  libraries,  booksellers,  and  individuals 
without  government  aid,  and  this  is  perhaps  on 
the  whole  the  prevailing  feeling  among  those 
who  have  discussed  the  matter  from  a  financial 
point  of  view.  But  in  no  case  is  any  attempt 
made  to  form  any  exact  estimate  of  the  cost. 

"  A  number  of  scientific  bodies  and  institu- 
tions express  themselves  prepared  to  work  in 
such  a  cause.  The  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  suggests  that  as  the  Institution  re- 
ceives all  the  serials  and  independent  works 
published  in  America,  a  branch  office  might  be 
established  there,  and  that  it  is  not  impossible 
that  a  sum  of  money  might  be  given  yearly  in 
aid.  The  Royal  Danish  Academy  is  willing  to 
render  as  much  assistance  as  possible  It  would 
charge  an  official  of  one  of  the  Danish  chief 
libraries  in  receipt  of  all  publications  with  the 


task  of  editing  slips,  and  would  defray  the 
cost  of  this  work.  The  Societe  des  Sciences  of 
Helsingfors  would  furnish  the  central  office  with 
information  as  to  the  scientific  work  done  in 
Finland.  The  Kongl.  Vetenskaps  Akademie 
of  Stockholm  would  organize  a  committee  for 
Sweden. 

As  regards  language,  there  appears  to  be 
more  unanimity  than  could  have  been  expected. 
Over  and  over  again  the  opinion  is  expressed 
that  English  should  be  the  language  of  the  sub- 
ject catalog.  Frequent  reference  is  made  to  the 
importance  of  quoting  titles  in  the  original  lan- 
guage, although  some  suggest  that  this  should 
be  done  only  in  the  case  of  those  published  in 
English,  French,  or  German,  and  perhaps  Ital- 
ian. 

"  Some  form  of  card  catalog  appears  to  be 
generally  favored,  especially  in  America,  as  the 
basis  of  the  scheme;  the  committee  of  Harvard 
University,  whose  reply  is  very  full,  in  particular 
discuss  this  point  in  detail. 

"  In  an  interview  with  the  committee  in 
March  last,  Prof.  Agassiz  spoke  very  warmly 
in  favor  of  the  scheme,  and  of  the  support 
which  it  would  meet  with  in  the  United  States, 
especially  from  libraries.  As  others  have  done, 
he  strongly  urged  that  the  co-operation  of  book- 
sellers and  authors  should  be  secured.  Prof. 
Agassiz  also  expressed  the  view  that  the 
regular  issue  to  libraries  and  scientific  workers 
from  the  central  office  of  cards  or  slips  which 
would  afford  the  material  for  the  construction 
of  card  catalogs  would  form  an  important  source 
of  income,  at  all  events  in  his  country. 

"  From  various  sides  it  is  urged  that  an  inter- 
national congress  should  be  held  to  discuss 
plans.  This  is  advocated  as  a  first  step  in  a  reply 
received  from  the  Konigl.  Gesellschaft  der  Wis- 
senschaften  in  Gottingen,  a  reply  to  which,  not 
only  as  regards  this  point,  but  also  in  respect  to 
the  whole  matter,  the  committee  attach  very 
great  weight,  since  it  embodies  in  an  official 
form  Views  arrived  at  by  the  academies  of  Vienna 
and  Munich,  and  by  the  scientific  societies  of 
Leipsic  and  Guttingcn,  who  have  considered 
the  matter  in  common.  Prof.  Agassiz  strongly 
urged  the  calling  of  a  conference,  and  among 
others  who  share  this  view  Dr.  Gill,  of  the 
Cape  Observatory,  In  his  letter  particularly 
dwells  on  the  great  value  of  such  meetings  as 
the  means  of  securing  unanimity  of  action. 

"Such  being  the  tenor  of  the  correspondence, 
your  committee  are  convinced  that  initial  steps 
of  a  definite  nature  in  furtherance  of  the  scheme 
ought  now  to  be  taken. 

"  They  accordingly  request  the  president  and 
council  to  take  measures  with  the  view  of  call- 
Ing  together  in  July  of  next  year  (1896)  an  In- 
ternational conference,  at  which  representatives 
of  the  several  nations  engaged  in  scientific  work 
should  be  invited  to  attend,  with  the  view  of  dis- 
cussing and  settling  a  detailed  scheme  for  the 
production  by  international  co-operation  of 
complete  authors'  and  subject  catalogs  of  scien- 
tific literature. 

"London  will  probably  be  the  best  place  in 
which  to  hold  such  a  conference.  It  may  be 
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desirable  to  summon  the  representatives  of  the 
different  countries  through  their  respective 
governments,  and  it  will  obviously  be  necessary 
that  a  detailed  scheme  be  prepared,  to  serve  as 
a  basis  for  discussion  at  the  conference.  These 
and  other  points  will  require  much  consideration 
before  any  action  at  all  can  be  taken;  mean- 
while, it  is  desirable  that  a  beginning  should  be 
made  during  the  autumn,  before  the  winter  ses- 
sion of  the  Society.  The  committee,  therefore, 
recommend  that  the  president  and  council  should 
give  the  committee  (which  includes  the  president 
and  other  officers)  executive  powers,  in  order 
that  they  may  take,  in  the  name  of  the  Society, 
such  steps  as  they  may  think  desirable  with  the 
view  of  calling  together  the  above-mentioned 
conference." 

The  previous  operations  of  the  committee  and 
several  of  the  responses  received  by  them  from 
American  institutions  have  already  been  noted  in 
the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL.  (L.  j. :  20  :  81  -  84,  172.) 


TRAVELLING  LIBRARIES  OF  THE  WOM- 
AN'S EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION. 

THE  following  22  books  make  up  "  Travelling 
library  no.  i,"  of  the  Woman's  Education  As- 
sociation, the  aims  and  methods  of  which  are 
described  elsewhere  by  Miss  Alice  E.  Chandler. 
Seven  similar  lists  are  issued  by  the  association, 
including  different  books  and  emphasizing 
special  subjects,  but  modelled  upon  No.  i  in 
general  character. 

TRAVELLING  LIBRARY   NO.    I. 

Allen,  Stanton  P.  Down  in  Dixie :  life  in  a 
cavalry  regiment  in  the  war  days,  illus. 

Bird,  Isabella  L.  A  lady's  life  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  illus. 

Elaine,  James  G.  Twenty  years  of  Congress: 
from  Lincoln  to  Garfield.  illus.  2  vols. 

Bourke,  John  G.  On  the  border  with  Crook. 
[Indian  fighting.  1870-91.]  illus. 

Chadwick,  F.  E.,  and  others.  Ocean  steam- 
ships: their  construction,  development,  man- 
agement, etc,  illus. 

Chittenden,  Lucius  E.  Recollections  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  and  his  administration. 

Clement,  Clara  Erskine.  Stories  of  art  and 
artists,  illus. 

Coffin,  Charles  Carleton,  Building  the  nation. 
[1783-1861.]  illus. 

—  Old  times  in  the  colonies.  [1492-1760.] 
illus. 

Crozier,  William,  and  Henderson,  Peter.  How 
the  farm  pays.  iHus. 

Curtis,  William  Eleroy.  The  capitals  of  Spanish 
America,  illus. 

Custer,  Elizabeth  B.  Tenting  on  the  plains; 
or,  Gen.  Custer  in  Kansas  and  Texas,  illus. 

Drake,  Francis  S.  Indian  history  for  young 
folks,  illus. 

Drake,  Samuel  Adams.  Our  colonial  homes, 
illus. 

Du  Chaillu,  Paul  B.  The  land  of  the  midnight 
sun :  journeys  through  Sweden,  Norway, 
Lapland  and  Northern  Finland,  illus.  2 
vols. 


Farrar,  Frederic  W.     The  life  of  Christ. 

Fiske,  John.  The  American  Revolution.  2 
vols. 

Jenks,  Tudor.  The  Century  World's  Fair  Book 
for  boys  and  girls,  illus. 

Knox,  Thomas  W.  The  boy  travellers  in  North- 
ern Europe,  illus. 

O'Rell,  Max.     A  Frenchman  in  America. 

Stoddard,  John  L.  Glimpses  of  the  world:  a 
portfolio  of  photographs,  illus. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Schuyler.  English  cathe- 
drals, illus. 


LOUISA  CUTLER  — IN  MEMORIAM. 

LOUISA  SALOME  CUTLER  was  born  Dec.  19,1864, 
in  the  village  of  Florence,  a  part  of  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.  Twenty  years  before  there  had  been 
a  community  like  Brook  Farm  in  Florence; 
when  this  broke  up  most  of  its  members  re- 
mained in  the  place,  and  gave  it  an  intellectual 
character,  which  it  still  retains.  The  townspeo- 
ple show  an  interest  in  all  moral  and  social  ques- 
tions, which  is  remarkable  even  in  New  England. 
No  doubt  this  mental  atmosphere  had  its 
influence  upon  her  as  she  grew  up,  and  strength- 
ened that  desire  to  know  the  truth,  and  that 
fearlessness  in  its  utterance  which  were  her  most 
characteristic  traits.  She  studied  in  the  neigh- 
boring Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  from  which  she 
graduated,  after  the  regular  four  years'  course, 
in  1886.  With  her  aunt,  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler, 
vice-director  of  the  Library  School,  she  attended 
the  Milwaukee  Conference  in  1886,  and  the 
Thousand  Isles  meeting  in  1887.  When  asked 
if  she  expected  to  become  a  librarian,  she  al- 
ways answered  No,  in  a  most  emphatic  way. 
Probably  she  imagined  librarianship  to  be  a 
bookish  profession,  which  with  her  practical 
turn  of  mind  did  not  attract  her.  The  confer- 
ences gave  her  a  broader  idea  of  its  scope. 
She  therefore  entered  the  Library  School,  then 
connected  with  Columbia  College,  and  took 
its  diploma  in  1889.  Subsequently  she  took 
most  of  the  examinations  for  the  degree  of  the 
N.  Y.  Library  School. 

After  her  graduation  year  she  attended  every 
A.  L.  A.  meeting,  and  went  on  all  save  one  of 
the  excursions  (1890  Fabyan's,  1891  California, 
1892  Lake  wood,  1893  Chicago,  1894  Lake 
Placid,  where  she  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Library  School  Alumni  Association).  From 
April  to  July,  1889,  she  was  assistant  to  Mr. 
Frank  Hill  in  classifying  the  Newark  Free  Pub- 
lic Library.  She  was  then  for  two  years  (Sept. 
1889 -Sept.,  1891)  chief  librarian  of  the  Agui- 
lar  Free  Library,  a  Jewish  institution  in  New 
York  City,  where  her  faithful  and  exhausting  la- 
bors sowed  the  seeds  of  the  malady  that  has  just 
proved  fatal.  Resigning  this  position  she  spent 
some  months  in  classifying  the  library  of  Col- 
gate University  at  Hamilton^  N.  Y.,  Nov.,  1891, 
to  May,  1892.  Though  she  was  then  little  over 
three  years  out  of  the  Library  School  the  excel- 
lent work  she  had  done,  her  enthusiasm,  and  her 
quiet  force  pointed  her  out  to  the  committee  en- 
trusted with  the  affairs  of  the  American  Library 
Association  at  the  World's  Fair  as  the  one  per- 
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son  fitted  to  prepare  the  books  and  take  charge 
of  the  exhibit.  This  work  occupied  her  in 
Albany  and  Chicago  from  July,  1892, to  Nov., 
1893.  Every  one  who  visited  the  A.  L.  A.  Li- 
brary knows  how  admirably  she  filled  her  post 
and  how  much  she  contributed  to  the  great  suc- 
cess of  that  section.  The  trustees  of  the  Utica 
Public  Library  saw  this  and  engaged  her,  as 
soon  as  her  work  in  Chicago  should  be  finished, 
to  take  charge  of  their  library.  It  was  then  a 
gloomily  covered  collection  of  antiquated  vol- 
umes, some  of  them  valuable,  but  in  chaotic  dis- 
order. She  introduced  modern  books  and 
modern  methods  and  brought  the  dead  to  life. 
She  advocated  free  access  to  the  shelves;  the 
trustees,  though  somewhat  apprehensive  in  re- 
gard to  the  innovation,  consented  ;  the  experi- 
ment was  an  entire  success  and  very  popular. 
The  only  restriction  made  is  a  necessary  limi- 
tation of  the  number  of  children  allowed  at  any 
one  time  to  enter  the  too  small  children's  de- 
partment. 

Last  spring  she  published  a  finding-list,  and 
with  the  aid  of  her  classmate,  Miss  Underbill, 
now  her  successor,  she  made  some  progress  in 
a  card  catalog  provided  with  notes  giving  an 
estimate  of  the  books.  But  the  more  important 
work  that  she  had  planned  to  do,  —  to  show 
what  a  library  can  be  to  a  community  —  this 
she  had  but  barely  begun.  She  had,  however, 
revealed  clearly  to  the  people  what  a  librarian 
can  be. 

Miss  Cutler  was  very  happy  in  Utica.  The 
townspeople  appreciated  her  work  and  let  her 
know  it.  She  assumed  her  duties  Nov.  7, 
1893,  and  died  there  Aug.  2,  1895. 

It  is  not  easy  to  speak  of  her  character  with- 
out seeming  to  exaggerate.  Perhaps  the  most 
prominent  trait  was  love  of  truth,  not  a  con- 
scious and  professed  love  —  she  was  singularly 
free  from  self-consciousness,  and  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  making  professions  —  but  a  feeling 
that  was  the  basis  of  her  whole  intellectual, 
moral,  religious,  and  practical  life.  She  had  a 
fine  sense  of  justice.  She  thought  things  out 
for  herself,  caring  nothing  for  authority, 
though  she  was  always  ready  to  turn  for  advice 
to  those  whom  she  found  to  be  better  informed 
or  wiser  than  herself  ;  but  he  who  would  keep 
her  allegiance  must  convince  her  reason.  I  do 
not  think  that  she  ever  had  an  enemy,  but  if 
she  had  had  she  would  have  adopted  his  views 
in  preference  to  those  of  her  dearest  friend,  if 
they  had  been  wiser. 

Does  this  give  the  idea  of  a  clear,  cold  intel- 
lect ?  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  truth. 
"Sweetness,"  "beauty,"  "loveliness,"  "a 
charming  smile,"  "  gentle  dignity,"  "her  sunny 
head,"  are  the  phrases  that  recur  in  the  letters 
drawn  forth  by  her  death.  She  had  not  been  at 
Utica  two  years,  and  yet  when  she  died  it  was  ap- 
parent that  the  whole  city  was  her  friend.  Her 
unassuming  manner,  her  quick  sympathy,  her 
kindliness  won  love;  her  quiet  strength,  her 
firmness,  and  her  energy  won  respect.  The 
amount  of  work  that  she  accomplished,  without 
hurry  or  fret,  was  only  known  by  close  observ- 
ers; the  amount  of  help  she  gave  was  hardly 
known  even  to  those  who  were  assisted.  There 


were  cases  where  it  was  not  help  in  learning 
only,  but  went  much  deeper;  to  some  it  was  an 
inspiration,  to  some  a  consolation,  to  some  a 
safeguard.  There  was  something  in  her  man- 
ner that  attracted  confidence. 

Accessible,  accommodating,  helpful,  friendly 
as  she  was  to  all,  she  was  yet  reserved;  any  one 
would  have  to  be  very  bold,  or  very  obtuse,  to 
take  a  liberty;  only  a  few  friends  were  intimate. 
Her  life  kept  her  often  at  a  distance  from  her 
friends,  but  her  love  for  home  was  strong,  and 
she  always  returned  to  it  with  eagerness. 

She  seemed  to  have  no  personal  ambition.  It 
made  her  unhappy  to  be  chosen  to  any  public 
office.  She  did  not  care  for  fame;  she  wanted 
to  do  good  work.  She  was  an  excellent  cataloger 
and  classifier;  but  the  administrative  side  of 
librarianship  was  perhaps  more  to  her  taste,  and 
was  equally  within  her  power. 

She  cared  not  for  creeds  or  churches,  but  was 
profoundly  religious  In  the  sense  of  feeling  an 
intimate  relation  to  God.  This  frame  of  soul 
was  natural  to  her  from  childhood;  she  had  not 
come  to  it  by  any  external  influence. 

CHARLES  A.  CUTTER. 


American  Cibrarj)  Association. 


SEVENTEENTH  CONFERENCE,  DENVER, 
AUGUST  ia-i8,  1895. 

FIRST  DAY. 

AT  ii. 30  a.m.,  Tuesday,  August  13,  President 
H:  M.  Utley  called  the  members  of  the  American 
Library  Association  to  order,  opening  the  first 
session  of  the  I7th  conference,  in  the  handsome 
hall  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Denver, 
Col. 

Mr.  C:  R.  Dudley,  of  the  City  Library,  intro- 
duced Mayor  McMurray,  remarking  that  it  was 
not  every  city  in  the  wild  and  woolly  West  that 
could  "  trot  out  a  mayor  that  they  were  proud  of 
to  welcome  a  convention."  The  mayor  began 
his  speech  of  welcome  by  saying  that  he  had,  as 
a  preparation  for  the  occasion,  passed  through 
36  hours  of  neuralgia.  He  extended  a  hearty 
welcome  to  the  Association  with  the  freedom  of 
the  city.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  the  City 
Library  would  soon  be  transferred  from  the  care 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  that  of  the 
municipality,  when  it  would  be  supported  as  it 
properly  should  be,  by  public  taxation.  The  li- 
brary interests  of  large  cities  are  one  of  the 
factors  in  building  up  the  educational  interests. 
Denver  is  proud  of  the  great  strides  in  improve- 
ment made'in  a  few  years.  He  hoped  the  visit- 
ors would  find  as  much  rest  and  physical  im- 
provement from  their  stay  in  the  state  as  the 
citizens  of  Denver  would  derive  social  and  in- 
tellectual benefit  from  their  visit. 

Pres.  Utley  responded  in  a  few  words,  return- 
ing thanks  on  behalf  of  the  Association.  He 
then  opened  the  business  of  the  conference  by 
announcing  the  following  officers  appointed  by 
the  executive  board  to  take  the  place  of  absen- 
tees. 

Secretary,  C:  Alex.  Nelson,  of  Columbia  Col- 
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lege  Library  ;  treasurer,  E.  H.  Anderson,  of  the 
Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
The  following  committees  were  also  appointed: 
Finance— A.  E.  Whittaker,  of  Boulder,  Col.; 
D.  A.  Campbell,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.;  Miss  Caroline 
H.  Garland,  of  Dover,  N.  H. 

Resolutions  —  F:  M.  Crunden,  of  St.  Louis; 
W:  H.  Brett,  of  Cleveland;  Miss  Agnes  Van 
Valkenburg,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Place  of  next  meeting  — W:  R.    Eastman,  of 

Albany,  N.  Y.;  H:  L.  Elmendorf,  of  St.  Joseph, 

Mo.;  Miss  Caroline  M.  Hewins,  of  Hartford,  Ct. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  conference   were 

approved  as  printed. 

In  opening  his  address  President  Utley  noted 
the  pleasing  coincidence  that  the  Association 
and  the  Centennial  State,  in  whose  capital  the 
conference  is  held,  celebrate  the  same  natal 
year.  Referring  to  the  wonderful  transforma- 
tion of  the  country  compared  with  the  desert  of 
the  days  when  Lieut.  Pike  and  Col.  Fremont 
visited  it,  as  "the  work  of  human  hands  guided 
by  intelligent  brains  and  an  indomitable  spirit 
of  pluck  and  perseverance,"  he  added,  "  We  are 
accustomed  to  think  of  this  combination  as 
purely  American.  In  many  of  its  characteristics 
it  certainly  is  so,  and  in  no  respect  more  dis- 
tinctively so  than  in  the  cause  in  which  we 
are  most  interested.  Not  all  the  older  common- 
wealths, even  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  have 
yet  accepted  the  theory  that  the  education  of 
the  citizen  is  the  concern  of  the  state.  But  in 
all  this  newer  portion  of  our  country  this  doc- 
trine has  been  incorporated  into  the  fundamen- 
tal law."  The  20  states  of  the  Northwest 
have  accepted  to  the  fullest  extent  the  doctrine 
of  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  that  schools  and  the 
means  of  education  shall  be  forever  encouraged. 
They  "  have  also  provided  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  free  public  libraries  at  the 
general  expense,  and  for  the  common  use  of  all 
the  people."  He  then  proceeded  to  discuss 
"  the  theory  upon  which  the  state  assumes  to 
levy  tribute  upon  the  property  of  individuals  to 
provide  means  for  maintaining  libraries,"  an- 
swering the  question,  "  By  what  right  does  the 
state  tax  the  man  of  wealth  to  put  miscellaneous 
books  into  the  hands  of  the  man  who  pays  no 
tax?"  The  conclusion  of  his  argument  was 
that  "  there  is  no  limit  to  the  concern  of  the  free 
state  in  the  education  of  its  citizens.  It  is  as 
much  bound  to  provide  libraries  in  which  the 
adult  may  continue  his  studies  as  it  is  to  main- 
tain schools  in  which  as  a  child  he  may  begin 
them.  The  day  is  not  distant  when  this  duty 
will  be  universally  recognized  in  this  country. 
In  most  of  the  states  compulsory  education  laws 
prevail.  In  at  least  one  every  town  is  required 
by  law  to  establish  and  maintain  a  free  public 
library.  In  this  respect  New  Hampshire  is  only 
leading  the  way  in  which  others  will  shortly 
follow." 

On  behalf  of  the  secretary,  F.  P.  Hill,  absent 
by  reason  of  ill  health,  the  acting  secretary,  C: 
Alex.  Nelson,  reported  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  meetings  of  the  executive  board  had  been 
published  in  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL;  they  were 
accepted  and  approved  as  so  published.  The 


reports  of  the  treasurer  and  necrologist  were 
then  read  by  the  secretary. 

The  report  showed  a  balance  of  $1108.85  in 
the  treasury,  and  $448  still  due  from  delinquent 
members.  The  treasurer  recommended  that 
members  whose  dues  have  been  running  for  two 
or  three  years  should  be  dropped  from  the  list. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
finance  committee  for  audit.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Wing,  the  treasurer  was  instructed  to  send  the 
names  of  tlnse  in  arrears  to  members  in  good 
standing,  resident  in  their  vicinity,  that  they 
may  be  personally  called  upon  to  pay  up. 

The  necrology  included  the  following-named 
members:  Miss  Almira  Leach  Hay  ward,  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.;  Mrs.  E.  E.  Marble,  of  Fall 
River,  Masc. ;  Reuben  Brooks  Poole,  of  New 
York;  John  Fletcher  Williams,  of  Rochester, 
Minn. ;  Eckley  B.  Coxe,  of  Drifton,  Pa.;  Charles 
Augustus  Wheelock,  of  Uxbridge,  Mass. 

The  secretary  also  announced  the  death  of 
Miss  Louisa  Salome  Cutler,  of  Syracuse. 

The  executive  board  reported  its  inability  to 
comply  with  the  resolution  passed  last  year, 
asking  that  the  papers  to  be  read  at  the  A. 
L.  A.  meeting  be  obtained,  printed,  and  distrib- 
uted at  least  one  month  before  the  meeting,  as 
it  has  been  found  impossible  to  obtain  the  papers 
in  advance.  No  committee  on  aids  and  guides 
was  named  for  this  year,  as  it  was  deemed  best 
to  omit  several  committees  from  the  work  at 
Denver. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  public  docu- 
ments, by  R.  R.  Bowker,  gave  the  history  of 
Public  act  No.  15,  "providing  for  the  public 
printing  and  binding  and  the  distribution  of 
public  documents,"  which  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  report  of  the  conference 
committee  in  December,  1894.  It  took  four  years 
to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  went  last 
through  the  Senate  under  the  auspices  of  Sen- 
ator Gorman,  and  at  his  hands  unfortunately 
suffered  many  changes  for  political  purposes, 
which  very  nearly  proved  disastrous  to  the  final 
passage  of  the  bill  by  the  House.  Mr.  F.  A. 
Crandall,  the  new  superintendent  of  public  docu- 
ments, has  appointed  his  assistants  on  the  ground 
of  fitness  only.  Miss  A.  R.  Hasse,  late  of  Los 
Angeles,  is  librarian,  with  a  corps  of  trained 
assistants,  including  J.  H.  Hickcox  as  cataloger. 
There  has  been  a  gratifying  increase  of  good 
bibliographic  record  in  several  states,  particu- 
larly California  and  Texas.  The  displacement 
within  the  past  year  or  two  of  many  capable  and 
trained  state  librarians  for  political  reasons 
seems  to  make  it  advisable  that  the  association 
again  emphasize  its  view  that  the  office  of  libra- 
rian in  state  or  city  is  distinctly  non-political, 
and  that  the  tenure  of  office  ought  not  to  be 
affected  by  political  considerations. 

A  communication  from  the  Board  of  Women 
Managers  of  the  Cotton  States  and  Internation- 
al Exposition  at  Atlanta,  inviting  the  members 
to  attend  the  Congress  of  Women  Librarians  to 
be  held  in  the  Women's  building,  November  29- 
30,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  special  committee 
consisting  of  Miss  Ahern,  Miss  Sharp,  and  Mr. 
E.  H.  Anderson. . 


September ,  '95] 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


3'3 


A  request  from  the  same  board  for  the  loan  of 
the  model  A.  L.  A  library  exhibited  at  Chicago 
was  referred  to  the  secretary  with  instructions 
to  reply  that  the  A.  L.  A.  library  was  now  the 
property  of  the  Bureau  of  Education  at  Wash- 
ington. 

At  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session  a  let- 
ter was  read  from  Reuben  A.  Guild,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  librarian  emeritus  of  Brown 
University,  .resigning  his  membership  at  the 
age  of  73,  having  served  as  an  active  libra- 
rian for  46  years. 

On  motion  of  C:  Alex.  Nelson,  Mr.  Guild  and 
all  other  survivors  of  the  first  librarians'  con- 
vention, held  in  New  York  in  1853,  were  made 
honorary  members  of  the  Association  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  docu- 
ments, R.  G.  Thwaites,  chairman,  was  read  by 
Miss  Ahern,  of  the  committee.  Communications 
from  Secretary  of  State  Gresham  and  from  Supt. 
S.  P.  Langley,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
showing  the  difficulties  attending  the  procuring 
of  foreign  documents,  are  included  in  this  re- 
port. A  list  of  foreign  governments  which 
exchange  official  publications  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  also  given.  The 
report  concludes  as  follows:  "  The  report  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  offers  little  hope  for  any 
but  state  or  large  university  libraries  in  solicit- 
ing foreign  governments  for  official  publications ; 
but  there  are  many  such  libraries  in  America, 
and  to  these  it  will  be  important  to  ascertain 
exactly  upon  what  footing  they  may  hope  to 
stand  in  this  matter.  To  this  end  the  investiga- 
tion now  in  progress  should  be  continued  by  the 
Association,  and  an  early  notification  of  appoint- 
ment sent  to  the  members  of  the  committee 
selected. 

"Although  state  and  university  libraries  are 
chiefly  interested  in  this  matter,  other  libraries 
of  importance  will  find  that  in  some  lines  of  re- 
ports, such  as  railways,  insurance,  etc.,  courte- 
ous requests  to  the  heads  of  bureaus  will  general- 
ly be  acceded  to;  particularly  so,  if  the  librarian 
can  secure  the  friendly  offices  of  the  resident 
American  minister.  In  the  Wisconsin  State  His- 
torical Library  we  have  found  that  France,  Ger- 
many, Belgium,  Holland,  the  Australian  prov- 
inces, and  Mexico  have  been  most  generously  dis- 
posed. In  regard  to  English  documents,  I  think 
most  American  librarians  will  agree  that  the 
case  is  hopeless,  save  through  cash  subscription. 
In  general,  we  should  recognize  that  probably 
no  government  is  so  free  with  its  documents  as 
the  American." 

The  report  was  accepted. 
The  report  of  the  committee  on  library 
snhool  and  training-classes  was  read  by  Miss 
Van  Valkenburg.  The  report  states  that  the 
demand  for  students  of  the  Library  School  at 
Albany  is  so  constant,  that  a  large  number  of  the 
senior  class  have  this  year  been  detailed  for 
field-work.  "It  would  seem,"  is  added,  "that 
this  success  might  menace  the  life  of  the  insti- 
tution, for  a  school  without  a  graduating  class 
might  cause  remark."  The  work  of  making 
special  bibliographies  and  reading  lists  is  partic- 


ularly mentioned,  and  some  of  these,  it  is  stated, 
are  to  be  issued  in  bulletins  for  circulation. 
There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  salaries 
paid  to  students  graduated  from  the  school. 
The  work  at  the  Drexel  Institute  is  commended. 
19  students  received  certificates  last  spring. 
The  work  at  the  Armour  Institute  has  minute 
description  and  is  highly  commended.  The 
course  of  study  occupies  two  years.  "  The  read- 
ing-room is  free  to  all,  and  students  from  out- 
side who  wish  books  may  borrow  them  forborne 
use."  The  members  of  the  training-class  have 
thus  an  example  of  the  working  of  a  small  circu- 
lating library.  The  Institute  has  also  "  placed 
some  valuable  little  travelling  libraries  in  the 
homes  of  the  poor  families  in  the  vicinity. 
Members  of  the  faculty  and  class  visit  the  house, 
talk  about  the  books  and  help  the  children  to 
select  such  literature  as  will  interest  and  instruct 
them.  Pictures  are  to  be  added  to  circulate  as 
the  books  do."  The  committee  must  have  been 
pressed  for  time,  as  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
Pratt  Institute  training-class,  nor  of  Mr.  Fletch- 
er's summer  school  at  Amherst.  The  report 
was  accepted. 

Dr.G:  E.  Wire  read  the  final  report  of  the 
committee  on  subject  headings,  presenting  as 
the  result  of  its  three  years'  service  a  bound 
volume  of  193  p.,  entitled  "List  of  subject 
headings  for  use  in  dictionary  catalogs.  Pre- 
pared by  a  committee  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Pub- 
lished for  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Section  by 
the  Library  Bureau.  Boston,  1895."  The  re- 
port was  accepted  and  the  committee  was  dis- 
charged with  thanks. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Wing  read  J.  C.  Rowell's  paper  on 
the  "  Scheme  of  international  co-operation  in 
indexing  scientific  periodicals,  transactions,  and 
monographs."  The  subject  was  discussed  by 
O.  L.  Fassig,  librarian  of  the  U.  S.  Weather 
Bureau,  who  also  read  a  letter  from  Herbert  H. 
Field,  of  Paris,  France.  What  indorsement,  if 
any,  the  association  could  give  to  the  scheme  it 
was,  left  with  the  council  to  decide. 

The  evening  was  given  up  to  an  informal  re- 
ception in  the  ladies'  ordinary  of  the  Windsor. 
After  an  enjoyable  conversazione,  in  which  the 
friendships  of  former  conventions  were  re- 
newed and  new  ones  established,  the  president 
called  the  meeting  to  order,  expressing  his 
pleasure  at  seeing  so  many  former  acquain- 
tances again,  and  hoping  that  there  would  be 
many  other  and  as  happy  meetings  in  store 
for  them.  Mr.  Carr  then  proceeded  to  call  the 
roll  of  names  from  the  register.  "  As  each 
name  was  reached,"  writes  the  Republican  re- 
porter, "the  delegates  rose  and  'went  on  exhi- 
bition,' as  one  merry  little  woman  from  Mil- 
waukee aptly  put  it.  From  the  events  of  the 
evening  it  was  quite  apparent  that  librarians  are 
not  the  recluses  that  they  are  popularly  sup- 
posed to  be."  The  News  said  :  "  The  evening 
meeting  was  certainly  a  most  interesting  one. 
Roll  was  called,  and  a  response  from  the  Pacific 
coast  was  followed  by  one  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  still  again  from  Maryland  and  Mis- 
souri. The  representatives  of  great  universi- 
ties or  state  libraries  alternated  with  the  libra- 
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rians  from  some  little  town  in  Vermont  or 
Montana,  or  a  Sunday-school  librarian  from  a 
Colorado  town.  The  fact  was  proved  that  the 
librarians  are  unusually  good  extemporaneous 
speakers.  The  number  of  good  stories  told 
was  remarkable,  each  speaker  seeming  to  vie 
with  the  last,  and  the  women  seeming  as  profi- 
cient as  the  men  in  the  ait." 

An  incident  of  this  novel  entertainment  was 
the  presentation  to  President  Utley  by  C: 
R.  Dudley,  on  behalf  of  a  half-dozen  members, 
of  a  peculiar  gavel  with  which  to  maintain 
order  at  the  meetings.  This  was  a  Sioux 
squaw's  skull-crusher  —  a  round  stone,  covered 
with  rawhide,  to  which  was  attached  a  handle 
also  covered  with  hide  and  ornamented,  and 
tipped  with  the  end  of  a  horse's  tail  —  a  weapon 
with  which  squaws  are  said  to  despatch 
wounded  enemies  found  on  a  field  of  battle. 
Mr.  Dudley  closed  his  presentation  speech  very 
happ'ly  by  referring  to  this  peaceful  weapon  as 
"  a  choice  specimen  of  Colorado  maiden-hair 
fern  with  the  bulb  attached." 

SECOND   DAY. 

The  session  of  Wednesday  morning  was  held 
at  the  high  school.  The  secretary  read  a  letter 
from  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler  giving  a  brief  per- 
sonal notice  of  Miss  Louisa  S.  Cutler.  On  ac- 
count of  Miss  M.  S.  Cutler's  unavoidable  ab- 
sence the  committee  on  supplement  to  A.  L.  A. 
catalog  was  continued  until  next  year. 

C:Alex.  Nelson  made  a  verbal  presentation 
of  the  subject  of  a  general  catalog  of  American 
periodicals,  detailing  the  action  already  taken 
by  the  New  York  Library  Club  toward  making 
such  a  catalog.  The  amount  of  labor  involved 
would  be  great,  but  assistance  would  be  asked 
for  and  expected  from  state  associations  and 
local  clubs  in  all  sections  of  the  country.  Valu- 
able aid  had  been  promised  and  a  committee 
had  the  formulation  of  a  definite  plan  for  the 
work  under  consideration.  The  subject  was 
brought  forward  now  in  order  that  valuable 
points  might  be  had  from  its  discussion.  Mr. 
Utley  described  the  list  made  by  the  late  Mr. 
Perkins  of  the  223  American  literary  publica- 
tions in  the  Detroit  Library.  A  large  card 
8  x  10  cm.  was  used  on  which  the  full  title  was 
given,  with  place  of  publication,  class,  size 
and  frequency  of  issue.  Columns  were  ruled  to 
show  numbers,  volumes,  series,  dates  covered, 
publisher,  editor,  paging,  in  Poole  or  not,  etc., 
etc.  He  said  that  Mr.  Solberg.  of  the  Boston 
Book  Co.,  was  much  interested  in  this  list  and 
pronounced  it  good  material.  He  thought  the 
time  had  come  to  do  this  work.  There  were 
numerous  local  publications  that  would  be 
made  known  to  all  by  such  a  general  catalog. 

The  topic  attracted  general  attention  and  an 
extended  discussion  followed,  eliciting  numerous 
questions  and  suggestions,  and  many  pledges  of 
assistance  were  given.  Mr.  Brett's  paper  on 
"The  use  of  periodicals"  gave  additional  inter- 
est to  the  program  of  the  morning  and  brought 
out  many  views  on  the  preservation  of  news- 
papers. The  consensus  of  opinion  was  that  li- 
braries, especially  the  smaller  ones,  should  pre- 
serve and  bind  files  of  their  local  papers,  as  the 


main  source  of  local  history,  furnishing  the 
supply  of  material  from  which  future  historians 
will  draw. 

Miss  Emily  I.  Wade's  paper  on  "  Cataloging 
in  the  future  "  opened  with  some  remarks  on 
the  advantages  of  the  Rudolph  Indexer,  noting 
also  its  limitations.  Bulletins  increased  the  cir- 
culation of  the  particular  books  they  contain,  to 
the  exclusion  of  other  works  which  have  ap- 
peared only  in  the  official  catalog.  The  accumu- 
lation of  numerous  alphabetical  lists  exhausts 
the  patience  of  readers  and  something  more 
comprehensive  is  needed,  and  the  printed  cata- 
log becomes  a  necessity.  An  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  cost  of  printed  catalogs  followed. 
The  possibilities  of  the  improved  linotype  were 
considered  at  length,  and  the  conclusion  was 
reached  that  "  the  linotype  furnishes  the  most 
economical  solution  to  the  problem."  Through 
the  ease  with  which  the  bars  may  be  taken  out 
and  arranged  in  different  combinations,  conven- 
ient lists  of  books  in  various  classes,  as  needed, 
may  be  published  at  small  cost. 

The  president  read  a  brief  paper  from  Mr. 
Cole  questioning  the  usefulness  of  the  brief-title 
finding  lists.  Our  libraries  must  have  better 
and  fuller  catalogs,  but  their  cost  is  such  as  to 
debar  many  libraries  from  even  attempting 
them.  "  The  catalogs  of  other  libraries,  how- 
ever excellent  in  themselves,  are  of  but  the 
slightest  use  to  any  other  library." 

This  latter  statement  was  immediately  con- 
troverted by  Messrs. Nelson,  Peoples,  and  others. 

Mr.  Nelson  remarked  that  in  "running  down  " 
special  subjects,  after  Poole  and  the  A.  L.  A. 
index,  he  found  the  analytical  entries  in  the 
Cleveland  Public  Library  of  great  value,  as  were 
also  the  Peabody  Institute,  Brooklyn,  and  Bos- 
ton Athenaeum  catalogs. 

Mr.  Brett  made  an  interesting  announcement 
of  a  scheme  for  supplying  on  printed  cards  a 
monthly  continuation  of  Poole's  Index  to  peri- 
odicals, so  as  to  render  their  contents  immedi- 
ately accessible,  supplementing  but  not  inter- 
fering with  the  Fletcher  "Annual  index."  A 
special  committee  was  appointed  to  consider 
the  feasibility  of  the  scheme. 

The  session  closed  with  a  paper  from  Dr.  G: 
E.  Wire  on  the  "Medical  departments  of  li- 
braries." He  discussed  the  best  books  in  this 
line  for  popular  use;  these  should  be  confined 
to  works  on  physiology,  hygiene,  etc.  All  tech- 
nical works  should  be  left  to  the  medical  libra- 
ries. One  good  popular  periodical  devoted  to 
hygiene  should  be  taken.  Popular  works  on 
abstruse  subjects,  giving  the  average  reader  in 
five  minutes  what  it  has  taken  the  doctor  five 
years  of  study  to  acquire,  cannot  be  had.  The 
list  of  books  named  by  Dr.  Wire  will  prove  of 
great  value  to  librarians. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  by  an  ad- 
dress on  behalf  of  the  Denver  Public  Library  by 
Aaron  Gove,  superintendent  of  schools.  The 
marvellous  facilities  afforded  for  the  gaining  of 
information  by  the  improved  methods  of  catalog- 
ing libraries,  he  said,  made  the  librarian  an  insti- 
gator of  laziness.  All  he  had  to  do  to  secure  in- 
formation on  any  point  was  to  call  up  Mr.  Dana 
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over  the  telephone,  and  in  a  few  minutes  what 
he  wished  to  know  was  given  to  him,  without  his 
leaving  his  office.  He  paid  a  very  high  tribute 
to  Mr.  Dana's  efficiency  as  a  librarian.  Nothing 
can  compare  in  the  slightest  degree,  he  said, 
with  the  educational  value  of  a  library  conducted 
in  conjunction  with  the  public  schools.  Un- 
observed he  had  watched  from  a  point  of  ad- 
vantage the  children  gathered  in  their  reading- 
room,  from  50  to  300  at  a  time,  and  noted 
them  standing  lovingly  at  their  book-shelves, 
with  their  eager  looks  and  whispered  conver- 
sations. He  traced  the  development  of  the  li- 
brary since  it  fell  heir  to  1000  volumes  from  a 
defunct  library.  "  When  some  good  man  dies," 
said  he,  "  and  leaves  us  a  bequest,  we  are  going 
to  have  a  beautiful  library  building.  If  he  will 
give  it  to  us  before  he  dies,  we  will  have  our 
building  sooner,  and  if  you  will  fix  this  little 
silver  business  for  us  down  East,  we  will  have  it 
any  way." 

Miss  Theresa  West  opened  the  symposium 
on  "Improper  books:  methods  employed  to 
discover  and  exclude  them,"  with  a  brief,  sen- 
sible, and  practical  paper.  "  The  underlying 
principle  of  my  own  selection  of  books  for  a 
library,  which  is  essentially  for  the  people,  is 
that  books  which  speak  truth  concerning  nor- 
mal wholesome  conditions  may  be  safely 
bought,  however  plain  spoken.  While  on  the 
other  hand  books  which  treat  of  morbid,  di- 
seased conditions  of  the  individual  man,  or  of 
society  at  large,  are  intended  for  the  student  of 
special  subjects,  to  be  bought  after  due  consider- 
ation of  the  just  relation  of  the  comparative 
rights  of  students  and  general  reader.  The 
first  sieve  by  which  we  sift  our  purchases  is  the 
general  reputation  of  the  publishing  houses." 
From  some  houses  books  are  taken  almost  as  a 
matter  of  course.  From  others  nothing  is  taken 
without  careful  examination.  Questionable 
books  are  not  given  out  without  first  informing 
the  reader  of  their  character,  and  never  to  chil- 
dren or  young  people  except  on  the  written  re- 
quest of  parent  or  guardian.  This  matter  of 
tabooed  books  isconductedas  quietly  as  possible. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Larned  wrote:  "It  is  important 
that  every  possible  effort  should  be  made,  in 
the  management  of  a  public  library,  to  avoid 
the  appearance  of  an  assumption  of  arbitrary 
censorship  over  the  literature  supplied  to  its 
readers.  Selection  there  must  be,  of  course." 
The  right  attitude  is  one  that  will  cast  responsi- 
bility for  the  possession  and  use  of  such  books, 
as  far  as  may  be,  on  the  public  for  whom  the 
library  is  maintained.  A  distinct  pressure  of 
considerable  demand  should  be  waited  for  be- 
fore such  books  are  bought,  but  it  will  not  often 
be  right  or  wise  to  offensively  resist  such  a 
demand.  No  book  of  the  kind  should  be  given 
to  any  adult  reader  without  distinct  information 
as  to  the  character  it  bears. 

Mr.  W:  H.  Brett  said  that  whilea  vast  number 
of  apparently  sensational  books  are  now  pub- 
lished, such  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the 
theories  advanced  by  them  that  great  care  should 
be  exercised  in  excluding  them.  The  "  cranky  " 
idea  of  to-day  may  be  the  accepted  belief  of  to- 
morrow. In  a  transition  time  one  must  hesitate 


before  judging  anything  new  by  the  prevailing 
standards.  The  librarian  has  a  right  to  judge 
the  so-called  classics  of  literature  by  the  same 
rules  applied  to  the  productions  of  the  hour. 
Not  only  bad  and  unworthy  books  should  be  ex- 
cluded, but  unhelpful  ones,  and  those  dealing 
with  abnormal  conditions.  The  best  guide  in 
selection  and  discrimination  among  these  is  good 
common  sense. 

Dr.  G:  E.  Wire,  in  a  paper  on  "  How  a  libra- 
rian should  read,"  discussing  not  only  how  to 
read,  but  also  when,  where,  what,  and  why  a  li- 
brarian should  read.  He  must  read  a  sentence 
at  a  glance,  and  his  knowledge  of  common  words 
should  be  so  good  as  to  enable  him  to  handle 
them  in  masses.  He  must  grasp  a  title  at  once, 
and  grasp  it  accurately.  It  is  purely  professional 
reading,  and  with  use  of  tables  of  contents,  in- 
dexes, and  judicious  skipping,  allows  one  to  get 
over  a  vast  amount  of  ground  in  the  smallest 
possible  amount  of  time.  He  reads  simply  to 
get  an  idea  of  the  books  he  places  before  the 
public.  He  should  be  familiar  with  the  criti- 
cisms and  reviews  of  new  books.  The  less  a 
librarian  knows  the  less  he  is  worth.  la  short, 
the  librarian  should  aim  to  know  something 
about  every  known  branch  of  knowledge. 

Miss  Sharp's  paper  on  "  Libraries  in  second- 
ary schools  "  received  the  close  attention  it  mer- 
ited as  one  of  the  best  read  during  the  confer- 
ence. Every  high  school  should  have  a  library 
of  its  own,  and  the  public  library  should  make 
the  high  school  a  sub-station,  sending  cases  of 
interesting  books  from  time  to  time.  Free  ac- 
cess to  the  shelves  should  be  allowed  that  the 
pupils  may  browse  among  the  books.  The  chief 
value  of  a  school  library  is  the  constant  prox- 
imity of  the  books  to  the  pupils.  But  there 
must  be  with  the  library  the  intelligent  super- 
vision of  the  teacher,  that  the  scholars  may  learn 
how  to  use  reference  books,  and  to  appreciate 
and  love  a  library  and  desire  to  possess  one. 

Mr.  Nelson  remarked  that  the  ideas  advanced 
in  this  paper  were  of  such  practical  value  to 
teachers  that  he  hoped  it  would  be  published  in 
one  or  more  of  the  educational  journals  and  be 
widely  read,  especially  in  normal  schools.  A 
movement  was  on  foot  in  New  Jersey,  he  said, 
to  give  lectures  to  teachers  on  reference  books 
and  the  use  of  a  library. 

Mr.  Brett  hoped  Miss  Sharp's  paper  would  be 
published  in  separate  form  for  distribution 
among  schools. 

THIRD   DAY. 

The  morning  session  of  Thursday  was  post- 
poned until  evening,  and  the  day  was  spent  in 
making  the  famous  loop  trip  to  Georgetown  and 
Silver  Plume,  where  dinner  was  had  and  the 
Diamond  and  New  Burleigh  silver  mines  were 
visited  by  members  of  the  party,  several  walk- 
ing into  the  latter  mine  a  distance  of  1000  feet, 
to  the  point  where  the  first  vein  of  paying  ore 
was  struck. 

At  the  evening  session,  held  at  the  Windsor, 
Mr.  S.  H.  Ranck's  paper  on  "  Copyright  depos- 
itories" was  read  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Carr.  Mr. 
Ranck  advocated  the  establishment  of  at  least 
four  copyright  depositories.  It  is  alarming  to 
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think  what  would  happen  in  the  event  of  an  act 
of  war,  or  even  of  fire,  in  our  national  copy- 
right depository.  "The  carefulness  and  fore- 
sight of  ordinary  business  affairs  demand  that 
all  shall  not  be  risked  in  one  place." 

Mr.  Hopkins'  paper  on  "  A  handbook  of  li- 
brary economy,"  read  by  A.  E.  Whitaker,  sug- 
gested the  publication  of  such  a  handbook  in 
the  form  of  a  dictionary,  which  should  contain 
about  1000  articles,  arranged  alphabetically  by 
subjects,  with  cross-reference,  and  a  carefully 
prepared  bibliography  with  an  index. 

This  paper  was  referred  to  the  Publishing 
section. 

A  paper  on  the  "  Best  method  of  changing  a 
subscription  library  to  a  free  public  library,"  by 
C.  W.  McClintock,  was  read  by  J.  T.  Woodruff. 
The  only  plan  found  feasible  in  Pennsylvania 
was  that  of  subsidizing  the  common  schools, 
making  an  appropriation  for  them  exclusively. 
An  act  was  passed  by  the  last  legislature  giving 
the  schools  the  requisite  assistance  in  establish- 
ing and  carrying  on  free  libraries. 

Prof.  G:  T.  Little's  paper  on  "  Helping 
inquirers,"  read  by  Miss  Garland,  presented 
briefly  and  clearly  the  essential  qualifications  of 
a  good  reference  librarian.  The  first  point  in 
giving  help  is  understanding  the  inquirer,  who 
may  not  be  able  to  state  clearly  what  he  is  in 
search  of.  "  The  mental  dexterity  of  a  lawyer, 
the  manners  of  a  diplomat,  and  the  patience  of  a 
saint  are  qualities  the  librarian  must  cultivate, 
if  he  would  clearly  comprehend  the  inquiries 
put  to  him."  Mastery  of  the  library  is  also 
essential.  Not  all  librarians  are  walking  en- 
cyclopaedias. Most  know  only  because  they 
know  where  to  find  the  facts.  The  librarian 
should  have  the  acquaintance  of  an  expert,  (i) 
with  reference  books,  (2)  with  the  classification 
of  the  library,  (3)  with  recent  bibliographies, 
especially  the  more  informal  and  helpful  notes 
in  library  bulletins  and  literary  newspapers,  the 
aids  which  his  fellow-librarians  have  put  in 
print. 

The  members  were  not  in  a  critical  or  debat- 
ing mood  after  the  day's  jaunt  of  100  miles,  and 
the  papers  received  no  comment. 

The  report  of  the  co-operation  committee  was 
read  by  title  and  ordered  printed. 

Messrs.  Crunden,  Wire,  and  Wing  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  the  subject  of  a  memo- 
rial to  Dr.  W:F:  Poole. 

FOURTH   DAY. 

The  first  business  at  the  morning  session  of 
Friday,  Aug.  16,  was  the  election  of  officers 
Messrs.  Crunden  and  Clark  were  appointed  as 
tellers.  The  vote  was  taken  by  the  Australian 
ballot  system,  and  the  following,  having  re- 
ceived the  highest  number  of  votes,  were  de- 
clared elected  : 

President :  John  Cotton  Dana,  Denver,  Col. 

Vice-presidents :  Henry  J.  Carr,  Scranton, 
Pa.;  Theresa  H.  West,  Milwaukee,  Wis. ; 
Charles  R.  Dudley,  Denver,  Colo. 

Secretary:  H.  L.  Elmendorf,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.* 


*  Mr.  F.  P.  Hill  had  resigned  his  position  as  secretary 
some  months  previous,  owing  to  ill-health,  and  he  was 
not  a  candidate  for  re-election. 


Treasurer:  George  Watson  Cole,  Jersey  City, 
N.  J. 

Trustee  of  Endowment  Fund:  Norman  Will- 
iams, Chicago,  111. 

A.  L.  A.  Council:  Katherine  L.  Sharp,  Chi- 
cago ;  Herbert  Putnam,  Boston;  Henry  W. 
Utley,  Detroit ;  Edwin  H.  Anderson,  Pittsburg. 
The  committee  on  place  of  next  meeting  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

"  Voted,  That  we  have  received  with  great  sat- 
isfaction the  proposals  for  an  international  con- 
ference of  the  American  Library  Association, 
and  the  Library  Association  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  Great  Britain,  at  some  time  in  the 
near  future,  and  promise  that  this  Association 
enter  heartily  into  such  plans  to  that  effect  as 
may  be  made  by  future  conferences. 

"  But  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  meeting  that 
the  near  approach  of  the  grand  centennial  in 
Paris,  in  the  year  IQOO,  points  to  that  date  as  the 
one  to  be  chosen  for  a  gathering  of  the  libra- 
rians of  the  world." 

Opportunity  was  then  given  for  the  present- 
ing of  names  of  places  for  the  next  meeting. 
Miss  Imogene  Hazeltine,  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y., 
presented  the  attractions  of  Chautauqua  Lake, 
its  accessibility,  its  delightfulness  as  a  place  of 
rest,  the  great  opportunity  for  reaching  thou- 
sands of  people  by  holding  sessions  for  one 
day  at  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  grounds,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Jamestown  extended 
their  cordial  invitation  to  a  banquet  to  be  given 
to  the  Association. 

No  abstract  can  give  any  idea  of  the  charming 
eloquence  with  which  Miss  Hazeltine  presented 
her  case.  Her  earnestness,  clear-cut  phrases, 
and  glowing  word-pictures  captivated  the  con- 
ference, and  she  took  her  seat  amid  a  storm  of 
applause. 

Mr.  Brett  arose  with  the  remark  that  if  he 
had  not  come  to  the  conference  expressly  to 
present  the  claims  of  Cleveland  he  should  have 
to  vote  for  Chautauqua.  But  there  were  rea- 
sons why  the  invitation  from  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land should  be  accepted  for  next  year  rather 
than  any  other.  It  would  be  the  20oth  anni- 
versary of  the  settlement  of  the  place,  and  the 
5Oth  of  the  founding  of  the  library.  The  great 
lakes  offered  special  attractions  for  post-confer- 
ence excursions  at  low  rates.  This  was  the  sec- 
ond year  the  call  to  meet  at  Cleveland  had  been 
made,  and  he  hoped  for  a  favorable  answer. 
Miss  Hazeltine,  perceiving  the  cogency  of  Mr. 
Brett's  arguments,  and  evidently  unwilling  to 
enter  into  a  contest  in  which  victory  for  her 
cause  would  bring  great  disappointment  to 
others,  gracefully  withdrew  the  claims  which  she 
had  presented  for  Chautauqua  in  favor  of  Cleve- 
land. By  this  delicate  and  tactful  move  Miss 
Hazeltine  secured  for  her  cause,  when  she 
next  chooses  to  present  it,  the  votes  of  all  who 
were  present.  No  other  places  being  presented, 
Cleveland  was  chosen  by  a  unanimous  vote  as 
the  place  for  the  next  conference,  the  time  to 
be  selected  by  the  council  —  probably  about  the 
first  of  September,  1896. 

The  report  of  the  finance  committee  was  read 
and  accepted. 
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The  following  queries  from  the  question-box 
were  read,  and  the  answers  obtained  by  a  show 
of  hands: 

How  many  of  those  present  at  this  confer- 
ence, who  came  from  active  library  work,  had 
their  expenses  met  by  their  several  libraries  ? 
Answer:  21. 

How  many  had  their  time  given  but  not  ex- 
penses? Answer:  32. 

The  amendments  proposed  to  the  constitution 
were  fully  discussed  and  finally  laid  over  until 
the  afternoon  session. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  presented  the 
following  resolution,  prepared  by  Mr.  Fassig  : 

"  As  the  rapid  growth  of  that  class  of  scientific 
literature  which  is  being  issued  in  serial  publi- 
cations makes  a  comprehensive  subject-index  to 
this  material  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  as 
the  labor  involved  in  the  preparation  of  such 
an  index  makes  international  co-operation  neces- 
sary, the  American  Library  Association  heartily 
indorses  the  movement  inaugurated  by  the 
Royal  Society  of  London  for  indexing  the  cur- 
rect  scientific  literature  in  serial  publications. 

"  Believing  that  the  best  method  for  accom- 
plishing this  purpose  can  most  readily  be  arrived 
at  by  discussion  in  a  conference  of  those  most 
directly  interested  in  the  work,  the  Association 
further  indorses  the  recent  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Royal  Society  to  hold  an 
international  conference  in  London  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1896  for  the  consideration  of  plans." 

Accepted  and  referred  to  the  council. 

The  special  committee  on  Mr.  Brett's  scheme 
for  indexing  current  periodicals  reported,  "  That 
they  are  convinced  that  the  plan  is  a  good  and 
proper  one  to  try,  and  recommend  it  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  conference."  Adopted. 

At  the  afternoon  session  the  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  were  taken  up  and 
again  discussed.  When  the  final  vote  on  their 
adoption  was  taken,  failing  to  secure  a  two- 
thirds  vote  in  their  favor,  they  were  declared  re- 
jected. 

At  3.15  p.m.  a  committee  from  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  took  charge  of  the  members, 
and  in  electric  cars  took  them  for  a  ride  over 
nearly  all  the  electric  lines  in  the  city.  The 
excursion  proved  a  most  delightful  one.  We 
were  whirled  thro' fine  wide  avenues  in  the  heart 
of  the  city,  back  and  forth  thro'  shaded  suburbs, 
up  hill  and  down,  by  park  and  gardens,  lakes, 
and  pleasure-grounds,  with  constantly  changing 
and  ever  attractive  views,  now  of  the  city  from 
the  summit  of  a  hill,  and  now  of  the  magnificent 
mountain-range  to  the  west.  The  queen  city  of 
the  plains  was  exhibited  to  us  in  all  her  loveli- 
ness. A  specially  notable  feature  was  the  utter 
absence  of  rookeries  or  slums.  Scarcely  a 
wooden  building  was  to  be  seen,  save  a  few 
neat  cottages. 

Friday  evening  the  members  sat  down  to  their 
annual  dinner  in  company  with  a  number  of 
guests.  It  was  royally  served  and  keenly  en- 
joyed. Hon.  Platt  Rogers,  of  the  committee  of 
the  City  Library,  gave  an  entertaining  after-din- 
nerspeech,  and  C:  Alex.  Nelson  recited  an  origi- 
nal poem  on  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes.  The 


remainder  of  the  evening  was  delightfully  spent 
in  pleasant  social  intercourse. 

NINTH  DAY. 

At  10.30  a.m.  of  Wednesday,  Aug.  21,  the 
final  session  of  the  conference  was  called  to  order 
in  the  lecture-room  of  the  beautiful  Coburn 
Library  at  Colorado  Springs.  The  committee 
on  the  memorial  to  the  late  Dr.  W:  F:  Poole 
presented  the  following  preliminary  report: 
"  Your  committee  has  organized  by  the  election 
of  Dr.  Wire  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  le- 
quests  that  members  present  who  wish  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  fund  hand  their  names  to  Dr. 
Wire.  Your  committee  recommends  that  the 
memorial  take  the  form  of  a  bronze  bust,  which, 
with  a  suitable  pedestal,  can  be  procured  for  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  $500.  This  sum  can  certainly 
be  raised  in  an  association  of  this  size;  and 
your  committee  would  urge  upon  all  members 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  that  in  thus  paying  respect  to 
the  memory  of  a  distinguished  representative  we 
are  honoring  the  profession  to  which  we  are 
proud  to  belong." 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  special  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  communications  from  the 
board  of  women  managers  of  the  Atlanta  Ex- 
position, was  read  by  Mr.  Carr,  viz.:  "Your 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  communi- 
cations from  Mrs.  Wallace  and  others  concern- 
ing the  action  of  this  body  in  regard  to  the  At- 
lanta Cotton  Exposition  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following:  i,  It  is  advisable  that  the  secretary 
respond  to  the  letters  received,  accepting  the 
invitation  for  individual  members  to  attend  and 
take  part  in  proceedings  of  the  library  congress 
to  be  held  during  the  Exposition.  2,  It  is  further 
advised  that  the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
library  exhibit  be  informed  that  the  A.  L.  A.  no 
longer  has  possession  of  the  model  library  ex- 
hibited at  Chicago,  the  same  having  been  given 
into  the  charge  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education, 
to  whom  application  should  be  made." 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  reported  the 
following:  "  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
American  Library  Association  are  due  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  Denver  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, to  the  Colorado  Library  Association, 
and  to  the  resident  members  of  the  A.  L.  A., 
and  also  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Reception  Committee  of  Colorado  Springs,  for 
the  cordial  hospitality  they  have  extended  to 
this  Association  and  for  the  enjoyable  enter- 
tainment they  have  provided  for  visiting  dele- 
gates." 

Accepted  and  unanimously  adopted. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Elmendorf,  all 
friends  of  the  library  movement  were  invited  to 
become  members  of  the  Association. 

The  president  then  announced  the  topic  for 
the  morning's  discussion:  "Systems  of  control, 
support,  and  administration  of  public  libraries." 

Mr.  Ehricb,  of  Colorado  Springs,  after  cor- 
dially welcoming  the  Association,  remarked  that 
in  former  times  the  librarian  filled  the  position 
of  custodian  and  keeper  of  books.  "As  Longfel- 
low has  said  that  books  are  the  sepulchres  of 
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human  thought,  so  the  librarian  was  the  pre- 
venter of  body-snatching.  But  now  he  is  an 
educator  co-operating  in  extending  and  carrying 
out  the  library  sentiment.  There  are  In  Colo- 
rado Springs  three  libraries:  i,  The  Coburn 
Library,  the  gift  of  a  noble  son  of  Massachusetts, 
the  more  remarkable  since  the  donor  never  saw 
Colorado  Springs;  it  is  a  students'  reference 
library  of  about  16,000  v.,  well  selected.  2,  A 
small  private  subscription  library  of  1500  books, 
principally  fiction.  3,  A  free  public  library.  I 
trust  none  of  you  will  visit  it,  as  we  are  not 
proud  of  it.  It  contains  some  2000  books,  and 
circulated  11,000  v.  last  year,  chiefly  among  the 
invalid  class  who  visit  our  city,  to  whom  it  says 
in  the  words  of  Titus  Andronicus: 

'  Come,  and  take  choice  of  all  my  library, 
And  so  beguile  thy  sorrow.' 

"  We  have  had  a  library  law  passed,  but  our 
city  is  only  25  years  old;  it  is  expensive  to 
convert  a  prairie  into  a  city  ;  school-houses 
have  to  be  provided,  and  there  is  a  demand  for 
a  church  for  every  10  inhabitants,  so  that  we 
have  not  yet  ventured  to  levy  the  library  tax  al- 
lowed. 

"  Some  of  us  have  a  scheme  —  the  gold-bugs 
have  a  plan  —  but  we  silver-bugs  have  ascheme. 
After  the  panic  of  1890  -  93  Colorado  Springs 
said:  '  I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills, 
from  whence  cometh  my  help,'  so  we  have  the 
hope  that  some  citizen  into  whose  lap  the  hills 
have  poured  wealth  will  establish  and  endow  a 
public  library,  and  then  will  we  boldly  raise  the 
cry,  '  No  taxation  without  library  representa- 
tion.' " 

Rev.  Mr.  Gregg  said:  "  I  cannot  add  very 
much  to  what  Mr.  Ehrich  has  so  well  said.  I 
am  filled  with  a  sanguine  feeling  at  finding  my- 
self here  by  the  side  of  Miss  Hewins,  formerly 
librarian  of  our  old  Hartford  Library  Associa- 
tion, and  I  realize  that  15  years  ago  I  read 
a  paper  there  begging  for  a  free  library  in 
Hartford.  I  think  Mr.  Ehrich's  prophecy  will 
come  true.  I  wish  you  would  visit  our  library 
and  see  how  our  books  have  been  used.  Some 
of  them  are  tied  together  with  strings  and  cir- 
culate In  that  condition.  Our  city  fathers  gave 
us  $500  a  year  for  two  or  three  years,  and  $900 
last  year.  We  have  accomplished  here  in  20 
years  what  New  England  towns  took  200  to 
do.  The  Cripple  Creek  war  cost  this  county 
$75,000.  There  are  23  different  religious  organi- 
zations here,  each  calling  for  support.  I  am  de- 
lighted that  this  meeting  has  been  arranged  for, 
and  look  for  good  results  from  its  influence." 

Mr.  Walter  C.  Frost :  "  Our  citizens  have 
come  from  everywhere.  I  came  from  a  New 
England  town  where  the  library  was  open  every 
Sunday  at  the  Unitarian  Church.  I  never  lived 
in  a  New  England  city  where  they  had  not 
a  library.  Newton,  Mass.,  was  one  where  they 
had  nine  or  ten  delivery  stations,  and  carried 
out  books  to  the  people.  A  library  centre  here 
in  El  Paso  county  would  bind  people  together. 
Here  people  are  accustomed  to  co-operation. 
It  took  $600,000  to  bring  water  here.  I  have 
great  hopes  for  our  scheme.  But  I  would  be 
glad  to  learn  how  we  can  consolidate  this  idea 
for  a  library  ;  how  to  get  at  one  of  these  rich 


mine-owners  and  make  him  see  that  this  is  the 
opportunity  to  make  his  name  immortal." 

President  Utley  :  "  In  a  city  in  Michigan  a 
public-spirited  man  said  he  would  give  $100,000 
for  a  library.  He  erected  a  building  on  a  lot, 
which  he  also  gave,  and  the  total  cost  was 
$150,000.  This  he  gave  to  the  city  on  the  con- 
dition that  it  would  maintain  the  library,  and 
there  it  stands  in  Muskegon  as  a  lasting  monu- 
ment to  the  generosity,  liberality,  and  public 
spirit  of  this  individual.  The  same  thing  was 
done  in  Kalamazoo.  You  ought  not  to  be  too 
timid  in  calling  upon  the  taxpayers.  There  is  a 
public  spirit  among  all  classes  ready  to  support  a 
library." 

Mr.  Elmendorf  :  "  I  want  to  wish  well  to  the 
scheme  for  Colorado  Springs.  The  public  li- 
brary movement  is  a  popular  one.  It  is  not  an 
extra  tax  to  support  it,  but  a  necessity  ;  the 
Cripple  Creek  war,  sewers,  etc.,  are  the  extra 
taxes.  This  is  a  distribution  to  be  regularly 
counted  on  in  your  tax  levy.  Our  people  in  St. 
Joseph  were  disposed  to  consider  favorably 
changing  not  the  amount  of  the  levy  but  the 
distribution  ;  the  vote  was  almost  unanimous  in 
favor  of  the  apportionment." 

Miss  Hewins:  "Mr.  Gregg  has  referred  to 
the  Hartford  Library  Association.  Twenty 
years  ago  it  was  a  struggling  institution,  sup- 
ported by  a  $5  subscription  from  500  or  600 
subscribers.  For  years  there  were  meetings 
and  talks  about  making  it  a  free  library,  but  no 
results,  until  five  or  six  years  ago  a  nephew  of 
Pierrepont  Morgan  induced  him  and  others  to 
give  $250,000,  on  condition  that  $150,000  more 
were  raised.  It  took  some  time  to  do  this,  but 
it  was  accomplished." 

Mr.  Eastman  :  "We  all  feel  at  home  having 
a  welcome  from  men  who  are  working  for  a  li- 
brary. Ditches  and  sewers  don't  wait  for  a 
man  to  die,  nor  are  they  dug  and  built  from  the 
proceeds  of  entertainments.  We  must  create 
a  sentiment  that  the  public  library  Is  a  ne- 
cessity. We  have  no  right  to  lecture  the 
people  of  Colorado  Springs,  when  neither  New 
York,  nor  Buffalo,  nor  Albany  has  any  such 
free  public  library  as  Denver  has.  Endow- 
ments are  uncertain,  entertainments  tire  out, 
taxation  must  come  as  a  necessity.  A  current 
toward  the  delivery  counter  will  start  the  other. 
A  building  is  not  the  first  thing  to  be  desired." 

Mr.  Carr  referred  to  the  experience  at  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.,  where  a  citizen  set  out  to  erect  a  me- 
morial to  his  parents,  started  with  $75,000,  and 
landed  at  $125,000.  Popular  subscription  raised 
$25,000,  and  the  city  agreed  to  maintain  the  li- 
brary. 

Mr.  Woodruff  emphasized  the  idea  of  a  com- 
bination of  forces.  One  town  in  Illinois  had  a 
circulating  library  supported  by  contributions. 
A  lady  offered  $5000,  provided  $30,000  could  be 
raised.  The  offer  stood  for  some  years  exerting 
influence.  She  died  and  provided  by  will  for 
giving  the  amount  she  had  promised,  so  the 
library  was  finally  successful.  In  another  place 
the  deed  of  the  donor  gave  the  impulse.  His 
donation  was  seconded  by  his  children,  and  then 
by  the  town.  The  motive  to  appeal  to  for  needed 
help  is  not  only  the  perpetuation  of  a  name, 
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Property  is  a  trust.  There  is  a  community  of 
Interest  and  right  In  property  accumulated.  The 
unearned  increment  is  a  fit  object  of  public 
claim. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Dana:  "  Our  experience  cannot  be 
of  much  value  to  people  of  Colorado  Springs. 
Our  School  district  no.  I  is  perhaps  the  only 
one  in  the  state  able  to  raise  a  tax  sufficiently 
large,  about  $6000.  The  board  of  education 
runs  the  library  with  a  special  tax  levied  under 
the  school  law." 

Rev.  Mr.  Washburn,  formerly  of  Stockbridge, 
Mass.,  referred  to  Mr.  S.  S.  Green  and  his  work 
in  Worcester.  "  We  are  like  Artemus  Ward,  all 
ready  to  have  some  rich  man  start.  I  say  begin 
on  a  popular  movement,  do  something  ourselves. 
We  must  raise  money  and  afterward  let  the 
rich  man  come  along." 

Mr.  Nelson:  "  I  simply  wish  to  acknowledge 
the  correction  of  the  impression  I  received  on 
reading  your  Colorado  library  law.  It  seemed 
to  me  to  put  too  much  control  of  library  funds 
into  the  hands  of  the  politicians  and  rings.  But 
since  I  have  seen  the  magnificent  school-houses 
in  every  town  I  have  visited,  even  in  the  mining 
towns  in  the  heart  of  the  Rockies,  often  the 
finest  building  in  the  town,  and  have  met  and 
talked  with  and  heard,  as  we  have  this  morning, 
the  men  who  handle  public  moneys,  my  fears 
have  vanished.  Your  taxes  will  be  well  spent 
and  your  libraries  will  come  soon." 

Rev.  W.  A.  Platt,  editor  of  the  Gazette,  said: 
"  I  came  here  to  take  notes  for  my  paper,  not  to 
talk.  But  this  is  one  of  the  most  practical  dis- 
cussions I  have  ever  heard.  Let  us  get  up  a 
popular  sentiment  and  we  shall  have  a  library. 
The  Gazette  will  help  all  in  its  power." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eastman,  a  unanimous  vote 
of  thanks  was  extended  to  Mr.  Warren  for  his 
untiring  efforts  for  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of 
the  members. 

Meetings  of  the  various  sections  were  called 
to  be  held  immediately  after  adjournment. 

Adjourned  at  12.20  p.m. 

The  cordiality  of  our  reception  will  long  be 
remembered.  Members  of  the  Colorado  Li- 
brary Association  sent  bouquets  to  40  rooms 
at  the  Windsor  shortly  after  our  arrival.  The 
reception  Wednesday  evening  at  the  High 
School  was  a  brilliant  success.  It  was  held  in 
the  fine  large  entrance  hall  of  the  building, 
which,  with  the  Friends  in  Council  room  and 
others,  was  handsomely  decorated  with  flowers. 
Gov.  Mclntyre  and  many  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Denver  were  present.  Music  was  furnished 
by  an  orchestra  and  refreshments  were  served 
throughout  the  evening.  The  University  Club 
House  at  Denver  and  the  El  Paso  Club  at  Colo- 
rado Springs  were  freely  opened  to  members 
of  the  Association.  The  various  excursions  ar- 
ranged, for  were  fully  enjoyed  by  all  who  took 
them.  The  Flower  festival  at  Colorado  Springs 
and  the  Illuminated  bicycle  evening  parade  were 
added  beautiful  incidents  of  our  visit.  The 
post-conference  trips  and  excursions  will  be 
fully  written  up  for  the  Proceedings. 

C:  ALEX.  NELSON,  Secretary  pro  tern. 


TRANSACTIONS  OF  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

THE  executive  board  of  the  A.  L.  A.  met  at  the 
Coburn  Library  Building,  Colorado  Springs, 
Wednesday,  August  21.  Present:  Messrs.  Utley, 
Dana,  Carr,  Dudley,  Elmendorf.and  Miss  West; 
also  W:  H.  Brett,  as  representing  place  of  next 
meeting.  Mr.  Brett  (as  chairman)  and  Secre- 
tary Elmendorf  were  selected  as  local  com- 
mittee (with  power  to  add  to  their  number);  said 
committee  to  arrange  for  exact  date  of  next 
meeting,  the  Association  having  designated  "on 
or  about  the  first  of  September,  so  far  as  satis- 
factory arrangements  can  be  made."  The  presi- 
dent and  secretary  were  appointed  a  committee 
on  program,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  local 
committee,  to  determine  upon  the  general  policy 
and  nature  of  the  next  conference. 

The  following  additional  officers  were  chosen: 
C:  Alex.  Nelson,  recorder;  Miss  Nina  E.  Browne, 
assistant  recorder;  Charles  Orr,  G:  B.  Meleney, 
F:  W.  Faxon,  S.  H.  Berry,  andT:  L.  Montgom- 
ery, assistant  secretaries. 

Messrs.  Whitney,  Jones,  and  Whelpley  were 
reappointed  as  finance  committee;  also  Messrs. 
Thwaites  and  Gould  and  Miss  Ahern  as  foreign 
documents  committee.  For  the  several  other 
committees  the  following  named  chairmen  were 
appointed:  W:  H.  Tillinghast,  on  co-operation; 
R:  R.  Bowker,  on  public  documents;  Pliny  T. 
Sexton,  on  endowment;  J.  N.  Larned,  on  library 
school  and  training  classes.  Other  members  of 
said  committees  to  be  selected  by  the  president 
and  ex-president  in  conjunction  with  the  re- 
spective chairman  of  each  committee. 

Voted,  That  all  persons  not  in  library  work 
who  have  joined  and  paid  dues  since  the  last 
conference  be  elected  members  under  Section  3 
of  the  constitution. 

Voted,  That  the  rule  requiring  papers  for  the 
next  conference  to  be  in  the  hands  of  program 
committee  six  weeks  in  advance  be  enforced  by 
that  committee. 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF,  Secretary. 

A.   L.  A.   ORGANIZATION  FOR  1895-96. 

President.  J:  C.  Dana,  Denver  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Vice-presidents.  Henry  J.  Carr,  Scranton 
Public  Library;  C:  R.  Dudley,  Denver  City  Li- 
brary; Theresa  H.  West,  Milwaukee  Public 
Library. 

Secretary.  H.  L.  Elmendorf,  St.  Joseph  Free 
Public  Library. 

Assistant  secretaries.  Charles  Orr,  Case  Li- 
brary, Cleveland  ;  G:  B.  Meleney,  Library 
Bureau,  Chicago;  F:  W.  Faxon,  Boston  Book 
Co.,  Boston;  S.  H.  Berry,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library, 
Brooklyn;  T:  L.  Montgomery,  Wagner  Insti- 
tute, Philadelphia. 

Recorder.  C:  Alex.  Nelson,  Columbia  College 
Library,  New  York  City. 

Assistant  recorder.  Nina  E.  Browne,  Library 
Bureau,  Boston. 

Treasurer.  Geo.  Watson  Cole,  Jersey  City 
Free  Public  Library. 

Executive  board  (with  power  to  appoint  com- 
mittees). The  president,  ex-president  (H:  M. 
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Utley,  Detroit  Public  Library),  vice-presidents, 
secretary,  recorder,  and  treasurer. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Finance:  J:  L.  Whitney,  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary; Gardner  M.  Jones,  Salem  Public  Library; 
A.  W.  Whelpley,  Cincinnati  Public  Library. 

Co-operation:  W:  H.  Tillinghast,  Harvard 
University  Library  (chairman). 

Public  documents,  U.  S.  and  State :  R:  R. 
Bowker,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (chairman). 

Foreign  documents  :  R.  G.  Thwaites,  Wiscon- 
sin State  Historical  Society;  C:  H.  Gould, 
McGill  University,  Montreal;  Mary  E.  Ahern, 
Indianapolis. 

Endowment:  Pliny  T.  Sexton,  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
(chairman). 

Library  school  and  training-classes:  J.  N. 
Lamed,  Buffalo  Library  (chairman). 

Trustees  of  the  endowment  fund :  E.  C.  Hovey, 
New  York  City;  C:  C.  Soule,  Brookline,  Mass.; 
Norman  Williams,  Chicago. 

A.   L.  A.   COUNCIL. 

Term  expires  1896:  Melvil  Dewey,  New  York 
State  Library;  S:  S.  Green,  Worcester  Public 
Library;  C:  C.  Soule,  Trustee  Brookline  Public 
Library;  J.  L.  Whitney,  Boston  Public  Library. 

Term  expires  1897:  R:  R.  Bowker,  Director 
Brooklyn  Library ;  C :  A.  Cutter,  Forbes  Library, 
Northampton,  Mass.;  W:  I.  Fletcher,  Amherst 
College  Library ;  W:  E.  Foster,  Providence 
Public  Library. 

Term  expires  1898:  Mary  S.  Cutler,  New 
York  State  Library;  Hannah  P.  James,  Osterhout 
Free  Library,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.;  J.  N.  Larned, 
Buffalo  Library ;  Justin  Winsor,  Harvard  Uni- 
versity Library. 

Term  expires  1899:  W:  C.  Lane,  Boston 
Athenaeum;  Theresa  H.  West,  Milwaukee 
Public  Library;  Caroline  M.  Hewins,  Hartford 
Public  Library;  Caroline  H.  Garland,  Dover 
Public  Library. 

Term  expires  1900:  E.  H.  Anderson,  Car- 
negie Free  Library,  Pittsburg  ;  Herbert  Put- 
nam, Boston  Public  Library;  Katherine  L. 
Sharp,  Armour  Institute  Library,  Chicago;  H: 
M.  Utley,  Detroit  Public  Library. 


Cibrarti  0cl)ool0  anb  (graining  Classes. 


AMHERST  SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

As  usual  the  library  class,  under  the  direction 
of  W:  I.  Fletcher,  the  college  librarian,  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  departments  of  the 
Summer  School  at  Amherst,  Mass.  The  class 
numbered  30,  26  women  and  four  men,  most  of 
them  already  engaged  in  library  work  and  seek- 
ing a  better  acquaintance  with  the  well-recog- 
nized standards.  Cutter's  "  Rules  for  cata- 
loguing" were  studied  carefully,  with  constant 
comparison  with  other  rules  and  methods.  The 
other  departments  of  library  work —  accession- 
book,  shelf-list,  classification,  charging  systems, 
binding,  etc.  — all  received  attention,  and  were 
treated  practically  as  well  as  theoretically. 
Following  is  a  list  of  the  class: 


Dora  A.  Barber,  North  Adams,  Mass. ;  Helen 
M.  Bradley,  State  College,  Pa.;  Fannie  R. 
Davis,  Salisbury,  Ct.;  Florence  P.  Davis, 
Hartford,  Ct. ;  W:  T.  Dempsey,  Orange,  N. 
J. ;  Margaret  C.  Dyer,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
Martha  J.  Eastman,  Westborough,  Mass.;  Juliet 
B.  Graham,  Washington,  D.  C.;  Helen  T. 
Guild,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. ;  Louise  Hosmer, 
Worcester,  Mass.;  Julia  P.  Hughes,  Baltimore, 
Md.;  Agnss  C.  Kite,  Philadelphia;  Anna  B. 
Miller,  New  York  City;  E:  M.  Monfort, 
Marietta,  O. ;  Frances  E.  Moulton,  Fitchburg, 
Mass.;  Rosa  A.  Oberholtzer,  Sioux  City,  la.; 
Miss  M.  E,  Robinson,  Palmer,  Mass.;  Cornelia 
A.  See,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. ;  Adele  Smith, 
Waltham,  Mass.;  Caroline  Smith,  Amherst, 
Mass.;  Emilie  R.  Smith,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.; 
Alice  F.  Stevens,  Washington,  D.  C.;  Sarah  M. 
Tatum,  Philadelphia;  Ida  M.  Taylor,  North 
Conway,  N.  H.;  Miss  M.  A.  Vanamee,  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.;  Carolyn  Wells,  Rahway,  N.  J. ; 
Annie  R.  White,  Lexington,  Va. ;  E:  C.  Will, 
iams,  Cleveland,  O.;  Caroline  A.  Woodman, 
Lewiston,  Me. 


SONNENSCHEIN,  W:  Swan.  A  reader's  guide  to 
contemporary  literature;  being  the  first  sup- 
plement to  "The  best  books:  a  reader's 
guide  to  the  choice  of  the  best  available  books 
(about  50,000)  in  every  department  of  science, 
art,  and  literature,  with  the  dates  of  the  first 
and  last  editions,  and  the  price,  size,  and  pub- 
lisher's name  of  each  book;  with  complete 
author's  and  subject  index."  London,  Son- 
nenschein;  N.  Y.,  Putnam,  1895.  15  +  124  + 
775  P-  Q- 

That  useful  bibliographical  work,  "The  best 
books,"  is  now  supplemented  by  another  vol- 
ume hardly  less  formidable  in  size  and  appear- 
ance, which  brings  the  record  of  the  "best" 
literature  down  to  the  end  of  1893  and  into  1894. 
Strictly  speaking,  the  "  Reader's  guide,"  while 
supplementing  the  earlier  work,  is  not  a  "sup- 
plement." The  differences  in  plan  and  scope  are 
fully  explained  In  the  preface,  and  are  due  to  the 
three  besetting  woes  of  the  bibliographer —  lack 
of  time,  lack  of  remuneration,  and  surplus  of 
material.  Mr.  Sonnenschein's  first  intention  of 
making  this  the  first  of  a  series  of  five-yearly  sup- 
plements to  "  The  best  books,"  was  perforce  dis- 
carded in  the  process  of  compilation,  owing  to  his 
"  inability  to  obtain  anything  like  a  perspective 
view  of  modern  literature,  and  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  work,  in  so  far  as  it  is  critical,  had  to 
be  done."  The  present  volume,  therefore, 
though  widely  comprehensive,  is  not  a  critical 
selection  of  the  best  literature,  but  rather  "  a 
mere  record  of  practically  all  new  publications 
in  book  form  which  seemed  to  have  any  lasting 
value  at  all,  prominence  having  been  given  to 
subjects  of  the  day."  In  so  far  as  it  has  been 
practicable,  brief  characterizations  of  the  books 
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Included  are  given,  representing  the  "general 
consensus  of  opinion  oi  the  most  trustworthy 
scientific  reviews"  —  brief  digests  as  it  were,  of 
the  verdicts  of  the  leading  critical  journals, 
which  in  some  cases  have  been  amplified  by  per- 
sonal investigation.  Books  considered  of  excep- 
tional value  or  importance  are  starred;  a  few 
"  bad  "  books  are  included,  especially  where  the 
authors  are  not  unknown,  with  a  word  of  warn- 
ing appended;  American  as  well  as  British  pub- 
lishers and  prices  are  noted,  in  the  case  of  books 
published  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic ;  and  series 
of  special  connection  or  importance  are  entered 
collectively  as  well  as  distributively —  all  of 
these  details  being  innovations  on  the  former 
volume. 

A  list  of  abbreviations,  a  list  of  British  publish- 
ers and  publishing  societies,  a  full  author  and 
subject  index,  and  a  synopsis  of  the  classifica- 
tion, preface  the  main  work.  The  classification 
is  similar  to  that  of  the  previous  volume  —  books 
being  grouped  in  large  classes,  in  sections,  sub- 
sections, and  paragraphs  —  and  while  possessing 
the  advantage  of  fulness,  is  carried  to  a  con- 
fusing degree  of  subdivision.  There  are  abun- 
dant cross-references,  and  the  thorough  index 
makes  consultation  easy.  Nevertheless,  to  the 
tyro,  or  even  to  the  "average  "  intelligent  reader 
or  student,  the  "  Reader's  guide"  is  likely  to 
make  confusion  worse  confounded  —  to  over- 
whelm him  in  a  maelstrom  of  varying  typog- 
raphy, of  references,  cross-references,  divi- 
sions, subdivisions,  abbreviations,  signs,  and 
portents.  Its  usefulness  to  librarians  and  bibli- 
ographical workers  is  undoubted;  but  in  the  at- 
tempt to  compress  the  material  within  the  mini- 
mum of  space,  it  has  been  compressed  within  the 
minimum  of  intelligibility. 

The  entries  include,  besides  author's  name 
and  short  title,  information  as  to  illustrations, 
date,  size,  various  editions,  publishers,  and 
prices;  mention  of  editors  or  collaborators; 
dates  of  birth  and  death  of  classic  or  well-known 
authors;  notes  as  to  nationality  of  writers  other 
than  British,  and  whether  living  or  dead  —  in 
which  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  George 
William  Curtis  and  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  are 
counted  as  still  among  the  living;  and  a  con- 
densed critical  note,  of  one  or  two  lines  —  cer- 
tainly a  comprehensive  assortment  of  informa- 
tion. 

In  a  work  of  such  magnitude  it  is  perhaps  un- 
fair to  preach  consistency;  but  protest  must  be 
entered  against  the  general  lack  of  anything 
like  system  shown  in  the  biographical  annota- 
tions. Why  some  writers  are  favored  with 
notes,  and  why  others,  more  notable,  are  passed 
by.  is  as  difficult  to  discover  as  it  is  to  settle  why 
"  Marcella"  is  granted  a  star  of  merit  and 
"  David  Grieve "  is  not,  or  why  F.  Marion 
Crawford  is  ranked  among  British  novelists. 
Indeed,  the  department  of  Fiction  seems  to 
have  been  arranged  on  individual  methods.  It 
is  divided  into  two  classes,  "  Novels  "  and 
"Minor  topical  novels."  In  the  first  class  we  find 
F.  C.  Burnand,  Justin  McCarthy,  "  Maxwell 
Gray,"  and  Miis  Braddon,  while  among  the 
Irsser  lights  are  Du  Maurier.  Kipling,  Beckford, 
Emily  Lawless,  and  "John  Oliver  Hobbes."  In 


American  Fiction  H.  C.  Bunner,  Amelie  Rives, 
and  E.  E.  Hale  have  first  place;  Cable,  Charles 
Dudley  Warner,  and  Miss  Woolson  are  not  en- 
tered at  all,  while  Miss  Jewett  and  Miss  French 
rank  among  the  minors. 

Such  defects  are  perhaps  unavoidable  in  a 
work  which  must  be  done  largely  by  proxy,  and 
the  compiler's  consciousness  of  the  limitations 
of  his  work  makes  carping  criticism  unnecessary 
as  well  as  ungenerous.  As  a  working  guide  to 
the  literature  of  the  time,  and  as  a  bibliographi- 
cal tool,  the  volume  will  undoubtedly  prove 
widely  useful,  while  the  detail,  industry,  and 
patience  evinced  in  its  compilation  command 
the  highest  admiration.  Mr.  Sonnenschein  has 
prefaced  his  work  with  the  apt  paragraph  from 
Scaliger:  "  If  the  sentence  of  a  judge  ever  await 
any  one,  to  condemn  him  to  hardships  and  pun- 
ishments, let  neither  the  penitentiary  weary  him 
with  the  manufacture  of  the  raw  material,  nor 
let  the  ores  dug  from  the  mines  hurt  his  hard 
hands;  let  him  compile  a  Lexicon.  For  why 
should  I  mention  anything  else?  Surely,  this 
single  labour  hath  all  the  forms  of  torture."  Only 
bibliographers  can  recognize  how  true  this  is, 
and  appreciate  how  much  both  the  bibliographi- 
cal profession  and  the  public  should  feel  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Sonnenschein  for  what,  despite 
all  its  defects,  is  a  wonderful  work  of  great  and 
varied  practical  value. 


Cibratg  (Economy  anfc  fjistorp. 


LOCAL. 

Amsterdam  (N.  Y.)  L.  On  September  I  the 
Amsterdam  Library  was  made  free  to  the  public. 
The  library  rooms  have  been  improved  and 
altered  to  provide  for  the  increased  use  attend- 
ant on  this  change. 

Boone  (la.)  F.  P.  L.  Added  261  ;  total  3187  ; 
issued  10,849  •  no-  cardholders  2097.  Receipts 
$1135.79;  expenses  $838.12  (spent  for  books, 
binding,  and  periodicals  $248.82).  Since  the 
founding  of  the  library  in  1889  there  have  been 
345  books  lost  or  unaccounted  for. 

Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  L.  (37th  rpt.)  Added  4130; 
total  120,064;  issued,  home  use  90,525.  Mem- 
bership 2639;  decrease  in  membership  from 
previous  year  147 ("due  to  alterations")-  Re- 
ceipts $35,467-15;  expenses  $35, 014. 83. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  of  about  5000  v.  in 
the  circulation  during  the  year,  which  is  directly 
attributable  to  the  alterations. 

A  new  edition  of  the  catalog  of  Engl'sh 
fiction,  including  juvenile  books  and  prose 
translations,  was  printed  in  August,  1894.  This 
catalog  contains  in  one  alphabet,  by  author 
and  title,  all  works  of  fiction  in  the  library  to 
July,  1894,  with  shelf  numbers  according  to  the 
new  plan  of  numbering  adopted  a  few  years 
since.  This  catalog  now  takes  place  of  the  card 
catalog  of  fiction,  excepting  those  titles  added 
since  July,  1894.  The  card  catalog  of  other 
c'asses  is  kept  complete  to  date  by  author,  title, 
and  subject. 

"  One  case  has  been  added  to  the  collection  of 
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newspaper  clippings  on  the  subject  of  emblems 
and  devices,  making  the  total  number  of  vol- 
umes or  cases  74.  Large  additions  have,  as 
usual,  been  made  to  the  pamphlet  collection; 
they  will  be  rearranged  under  subjects  as  rapid- 
ly as  time  permits.  The  collection  of  maps  has 
been  increased  by  donations  from  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  from  other  sources. 

"  The  alterations  to  the  building,  commenced 
in  March,  1894,  were  not  entirely  completed 
until  the  last  of  December.  The  foundations 
were  strengthened  and  increased,  the  wooden 
columns  and  girders  from  the  first  floor  to  the 
roof  taken  out  and  replaced  by  those  of  steel. 
The  large  room  on  the  first  floor,  formerly  used 
as  the  reading-room,  has  been  fitted  up  with 
bookcases,  delivery-desk,  card  catalogs,  etc., 
and  is  now  the  book  delivery  room.  The  read- 
ing-room has  been  removed  to  the  west  side  of 
the  second  story,  the  newspaper-room  occupy- 
ing the  space  formerly  used  for  the  book  de- 
livery department  in  the  front  of  the  building. 
The  lights  have  been  readjusted  on  this  floor  as 
well  as  on  the  first  story,  and  as  the.  floors  of 
the  reading-rooms  and  of  the  reference  hall  have 
been  covered  with  linoleum  laid  over  carpet 
lining,  the  rooms  are  much  more  quiet  than  was 
formerly  possible.  The  special  collection  of 
books  forming  the  reading-room  library  has  been 
shelved  in  the  alcoves  and  on  the  west  side  of 
the  present  reading-room.  The  classes  of  books 
most  in  request  have  been  placed  on  the  first 
floor  near  the  delivery-desk.  Fiction,  trav- 
els, biography,  and  music  are  here,  aggre- 
gating 54,000  vs.,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
library  has  been  readjusted  to  the  best  advantage 
in  the  additional  space  thus  gained  in  the  shelf- 
room  of  the  second  and  third  floors.  The  stow- 
age capacity  of  the  library  has  been  increased 
by  the  alteration  from  150,000  to  200,000  vs." 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y.  Pratt  Institute  F.  L.  The 
library  and  library  training  class  of  the  institute 
are  briefly  described  in  an  article  on  "  The 
Pratt  Institute,"  by  J.  F:  Hopkins,  in  the  New 
England  Magazine  for  September;  it  contains 
illustrations  of  the  main  building,  of  the  refer- 
ence-room and  reading-room,  and  a  portrait  of 
Miss  Healy,  the  director  of  libraries. 

Buffalo  (N-.  Y.)  L.  (sgth  rpt.)  Added  3978  ; 
total  77.046.  Issued,  home  use  128,222  (fict. 
.6055 #;  juv.  .1052$);  ref.  use  39,582.  New 
members  588  ;  total  membership  1619.  Re- 
ceipts $18,159.66;  expenses  $17,140.27.  (3282V. 
were  bought  at  a  cost  of  $5066.24.) 

The  increase  in  home  and  reference  use  has 
been  very  large,  the  former  being  nearly  10,000 
over  the  previous  year.  "  In  fact,  the  use  of 
the  library  for  purposes  of  reference  and  study 
is  growing  far  beyond  all  that  could  have  been 
expected  a  few  years  ago,  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  the  dimensions  of  the  reading- 
rooms,  which  seemed  ample  when  the  building 
was  planned,  will  be  found  inadequate  at  some 
day  not  distant." 

Mr.  Larned  says:  "  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
every  year  brings  the  library  into  larger  and 


closer  relations  with  the  young  people  of  the 
city;  and  this  is  brought  about,  to  a  great  extent, 
by  the  distribution  of  readers'  tickets  among  the 
pupils  of  the  public  schools.  The  number  of 
tickets  so  distributed  has  recently  been  raised  to 
1000,  and  generally  speaking  there  is  excellent 
use  made  of  them.  More  and  more  of  the  teachers 
in  the  schools  are  interesting  themselves  in  the 
guidance  of  the  reading  of  their  pupils,  and  the 
effect  is  unquestionably  stimulating  in  several 
ways.  So  long  as  Buffalo  has  no  free  public  li- 
brary from  which  books  can  be  drawn  for  home 
reading  —  or  none  beyond  the  meagre  school  li- 
braries which  the  state  has  given  to  it,  and  on 
which  it  expends  nothing  from  its  own  funds  — 
these  school  tickets  are  a  most  important  con- 
tribution to  the  educational  system  of  the  city. 
They  go  a  little  way  towards  redeeming  us  from 
the  discredit  in  which  we  stand,  as  being  very 
nearly  the  only  city  in  America  which  does  not 
support  a  collection  of  books  for  free  public  use." 
The  chairman  of  the  library  committee  also 
takes  up  the  subject  of  a  free  library  and  says  : 
"  It  is  an  interesting  question  as  to  whether  the 
citizens  of  Buffalo  should  remain  satisfied  with 
their  library  advantages  since  there  is  no  public 
library  in  the  city  for  the  free  withdrawal  of 
books.  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Toronto,  Mil- 
waukee, Cincinnati,  San  Francisco,  Newark, 
and  many  other  American  cities,  have  such  li- 
braries which  are  supported  by  large  municipal 
appropriations.  In  Buffalo  the  only  free  public 
libraries  from  which  books  may  be  drawn  are 
the  public  school  libraries  which  are  used  ex- 
tensively by  the  pupils,  the  number  of  with- 
drawals from  them  being  over  95,000.  The 
circulation  of  the  Buffalo  Library  in  the  past 
year  was  128,222,  making,  therefore,  a  total  for 
the  city  of  over  223,000.  It  is  evident  from 
these  figures  that  there  is  scope  in  Buffalo  for  a 
library  permitting  the  free  withdrawal  of  books. 
It  is  very  questionable  whether  it  would  be 
wise  for  the  Buffalo  Library  to  surrender  its 
management  to  municipal  control,  but  it  may 
be  well  that  some  arrangement  might  be  made 
by  which  the  institution  should  have  a  semi- 
public  character,  and  furnish  the  city  with  the 
practical  benefits  of  a  free  public  library  for 
withdrawal  of  books  under  restrictions  as  to 
class  of  books  to  be  so  drawn,  and  granting 
additional  privileges  to  paying  members.  Buf- 
falo should  no  longer  remain  behind  her  sister 
cities  in  a  matter  so  important  as  this,  and  we 
offer  these  suggestions  hoping  that  the  subject 
will  receive  consideration  in  the  near  future." 

DCS  Moines  (fa.)  P.  L.  The  city  council  has 
decided  to  raise  funds  for  a  new  library  building 
by  making  a  levy  of  three  mills  on  the  $16,500,- 
ooo  of  taxable  property  in  the  city.  This  will 
produce  about  $45,000  with  which  to  purchase  a 
site  and  procure  plans;  a  further  levy  is  planned 
to  raise  money  for  building.  rThe  library  has 
needed  new  quarters  for  several  years  past, 
its  work  being  seriously  hampered  by  lack  of 
space. 

Evanston  (III.)  F.  P.  Z.  (Rpt.)  Added  1390; 
total  13,968;  issued  52,435  (fict.  251845);  new 
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cards  issued  464;  total  registration  1718.     Re- 
ceipts $6682.63;  expenses  $6666.36. 

Hampton  (la.)  P.  L.  Added  240;  total  1006; 
issued  5763;  no.  visitors  8621.  Receipts  $434.28; 
expenses  $433-33' 

Hartford,  Ct.  Silas  Bronson  L.  The.  library 
received,  early  in  August,  a  collection  of  1600 
mineralogical  specimens,  to  be  the  nucleus  of  a 
museum  of  natural  history.  The  collection  was 
mostly  obtained  at  the  World's  Fair,  and  was 
arranged  by  Dr.  E.  O.  Hovey,  of  the  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  New  York  City.  It  was  given 
to  the  library  by  Cornelius  Tracy  and  several 
other  persons  whose  names  are  not  made  public. 

Heath,  Mass.  At  a  town  meeting  on  July  27 
it  was  voted  to  erect  a  public  library  building 
within  a  year  from  September  i,  1895.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  obtain  a  site,  select 
plans,  and  superintend  erection.  A  bequest  of 
$500  was  left  to  the  town  in  1893  for  the  erection 
of  a  library  building,  on  condition  that  the  town 
erect  the  building  within  five  years  of  the  donor's 
death.  A  site  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon. 

Hoboken  (N.  /.)  P.  L.  Plans  for  the  new 
library  building  were  selected  on  August  6. 
Out  of  nine  drawings  submitted,  three  received 
final  consideration.  The  plans  chosen  were 
drawn  by  Albert  Beyer,  a  local  architect,  and 
call  f for  an  ornate  four-story  and  basement 
structure  of  stone  and  brick,  with  pinnacles, 
clock-tower,  and  much  ornamental  work.  The 
loan  and  stack  rooms  are  on  the  first  floor,  space 
and  light  being  somewhat  sacrificed  to  a  large 
and  imposing  entrance.  On  the  second  floor  are 
the  librarians'  and  trustees'  rooms,  catalogers' 
room,  and  reference-room;  the  third  floor  is  de- 
voted to  the  general  reading-room,  and  the 
basement  contains  storage  and  receiving  rooms. 
An  L  is  devoted  to  the  manual  training  school, 
which,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  Stevens 
family,  who  have  given  $26,000  to  the  building, 
is  to  be  housed  under  the  same  roof  as  the  li- 
brary. The  new  building  is  estimated  to  cost 
about  $50,000.  The  two  architects  whose  plans 
were  disregarded  have  entered  a  protest  as  to  the 
action  of  the  trustees,  who  in  advertising  for 
plans  stated  that  the  final  competition  would  be 
decided  by  an  expert  architect,  and  then  did  not 
submit  the  drawings  to  any  outside  authority, 
but  chose  Mr.  Beyer's  plans  at  a  meeting  at- 
tended only  by  the  members  of  the  board. 

Jndianola  (fa.)  P.  L.  The  board  met  and 
organized  under  the  new  library  law  on  August  3. 
1894,  at  which  time  the  library  contained  2679  v. 
In  August,  1895,  it  contains  2929  v.,  including 
585  v.  of  public  documents.  The  total  number 
of  visitors  for  the  year  is  25,875.  No  record  of 
home  circulation  is  given,  but  it  is  probably  in- 
significant, as  a  charge  of  10  cents  is  made  for 
each  book  taken  from  the  library. 

Iowa  libraries.  An  "  Iowa  library  column" 
is  an  interesting  feature  of  the  Daily  Iowa  Capi- 
tal, of  Fort  Dodge,  la.  It  is  conducted  by 
W.  H.  Johnson,  of  Fort  Dodge,  and  is  published 
monthly  in  the  Capital.  The  column  is  devoted 


to  the  monthly  and  annual  reports  of  the  libra- 
ries of  the  state,  and  to  items  of  interest  con- 
cerning them,  "  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  an 
interest  in  library  work"  throughout  Iowa. 

Le  Mars  (la.)  P.  L.  Added  347;  total  3065; 
issued  17,240;  new  cardholders  348.  Receipts 
$1619.16;  expenses  $884.80.  There  are  25  peri- 
odicals on  file  in  the  reading-room. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  F.  P.  L.  (23d  rpt.)  Added 
1251;  total  37,999.  Issued,  home  use  124,254 
(fict.  42.4$;  juv.  33.7  %);  visitors  to  ref.  room  8957. 
New  cardholders  989;  total  registration  7184. 
Receipts  $11,009.12;  expenses  $11,009.12;  the 
appropriation  for  1894  was  overdrawn  $1547.43, 
owing  to  the  introduction  of  electric  lighting. 

Work  with  the  schools  has  been  continued, 
and  on  121  teachers'  cards  2038  books  have  been 
issued.  The  librarian  has  found  that  many  of 
these  books  are  subjected  to  unnecessarily  severe 
usage,  and  he  thinks  that  teachers  should  be 
held  strictly  accountable  "for  all  unnecessary 
wear  and  tear  of  books  committed  to  their 
charge  "  ;  be  also  deprecates  the  use  of  fiction 
on  teachers'  cards. 

A  duplicate  card  catalog  is  now  in  prepara- 
tion. The  library  possesses  no  printed  catalog. 
"  There  have  been  n  special  lists  printed  in  the 
bulletins,  containing  works  in  the  library  re- 
lating to  the  useful  arts.  Two  or  three  more 
such  lists  will  complete  the  subject,  and  then  it 
would  be  a  good  plan  to  publish  a  special  cata- 
log, consolidating  these  lists,  in  order  that  all 
who  are  interested  may  know  at  a  glance  what 
works  on  the  industrial  arts  the  library  contains. 
We  have  a  manuscript  catalog  of  fiction  and 
jnvenile  literature,  brought  up  to  date,  which  it 
would  pay  to  print,  and  sell  at  a  small  sum  per 
copy.  Other  special  finding-lists  might  in  time 
follow,  until  we  should  virtually  have  a  classified 
catalog  of  the  whole  library." 

Macon  (Ga.)P.  L.  According  to  the  last  re- 
port presented  by  the  librarian,  (he  library  is 
ta.  last  self-supporting.  Within  the  past  few 
months  the  membership  has  increased  from  iSS 
to  276,  and  the  circulation  for  July  was  1136,  as 
against  605  in  March.  The  interest  on  the 
building  debt  is  now  the  only  obligation  to  be 
met  by  the  library,  and  this  it  is  proposed  to 
raise  by  subscription. 

Minneapolis  (Minn.)  P.  L.  The  South  Side 
branch  of  the  library  was  reopened  on  August  7, 
in  new  and  attractive  quarters.  The  branch 
occupies  the  first  floor  of  a  corner  building  on 
Franklin  avenue,  and  consists  of  reading-room, 
newspaper-room,  library-room,  the  latter  divi- 
ded into  book-room  and  delivery-room,  and 
toilet-rooms.  Reading  tables  and  chairs  for 
children  are  arranged  in  the  delivery-room.  The 
branch  contains  about  4000  v.,  exclusive  of  refer- 
ence books  ;  of  these,  1700  are  printed  in  some 
of  the  three  Scandinavian  languages,  and  100 
are  in  Welsh.  $500  was  recently  appropriated 
for  the  purchase  of  English  fiction,  to  be  added 
to  the  collection  at  this  branch. 

New  Orleans  (La.)  City  L.  Plans  have  been 
submitted  for  the  new  city  library,  which  it  is  pro- 
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posed  to  establish  in  St.  Patrick's  Hall.  The 
building,  which  for  some  years  past  has  been 
used  as  a  criminal  court,  is  to  be  altered  by  the 
removal  of  partitions,  so  as  to  form  a  large  main 
hall,  surrounded  by  a  gallery  with  alcoves  for 
study;  it  will  be  thoroughly  refitted  and  fur- 
nished, and  will  house  the  present  library  now 
in  the  city  hall,  and  probably  the  Fiske  collec- 
tion, formerly  in  the  possession  of  Tulane  Uni- 
versity. It  Ms  possible  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  a  more  adequate  support  by  the  city. 

New  York  P.  L. — Astor,  Lenox,  and  Tilden 
Foundations.  Securities  and  other  property 
valued  at  about  $2,000,000  have  been  turned 
over  by  the  trustees  of  the  Tilden  estate  to 
Edward  King,  treasurer  of  the  recently  consoli- 
dated New  York  Public  Library.  The  endow- 
ment funds  of  the  Lenox  and  Astor  libraries 
were  some  time  since  placed  in  Mr.  King's 
hands,  and  active  arrangements  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  library  will  soon  be  under  way. 

New  York  libraries.  The  New  York  State 
Library  bulletin  "  Public  libraries,  no.  3," 
June,  1895,  is  devoted  to  "  Statistics  of  New 
York  libraries  for  1894."  It  is  similar  in  plan 
and  arrangement  to  the  bulletin  of  the  same 
name  for  1893,  but  brings  the  record  of  library 
progress  down  to  June,  1894.  Full  statistical 
tables  show  the  condition  of  475  libraries  regis- 
tered by  the  university,  and  of  225  libraries 
that  are  unregistered;  information  as  to  name 
of  librarian,  number  of  volumes,  home  and 
reference  use,  endowment,  ownership,  terms  of 
use,  etc.,  is  given.  The  record  for  the  year  in- 
cludes new  libraries  established,  gifts  and  be- 
quests, new  buildings  erected  or  in  process  of 
erection,  changes  in  administration,  and  im- 
provements in  arrangement  and  cataloging. 

New  York  State  L.  The  Abell  investigating 
committee,  appointed  by  the  legislature  to  ex- 
amine the  civil  service  system  and  the  Regents' 
office  of  the  state  university,  devoted  several 
days  early  in  August  to  an  investigation  of  the 
administration  of  the  state  library  and  of  Mr. 
Dewey's  work  as  secretary  of  the  Regents.  A 
series  of  charges  which  had  been  preferred 
against  Mr.  Dewey,  alleging  his  use  of  his 
position  for  personal  purposes,  were  disposed  of 
by  him  in  detail  at  the  committee  session  of 
August  10.  He  explained  the  library  work  of 
the  university,  the  system  of  travelling^,  li- 
braries, the  methods  of  the  library  school  and 
the  various  departments  under  his  charge,  and 
demonstrated  that  the  'Regents  were,  at  the 
present  time,  doing  more  work  with  $25,000 
for  public  library  purposes  than  was  done  pre- 
vious to  two  years  ago,  when  $55,000  was  the 
annual  appropriation  for  distribution  pro  rata 
among  the  public  libraries  of  the  state. 

Peoria  (III.)  P.  L.  (38th  rpt.)  Added  3062; 
total  52,821.  Issued,  home  use  136,083  (net. 
45-85$;  juv.  26.03$);  lost  and  pd.  for  21  ;  no 
record  of  ref.  use.  New  cardholders  2932; 
total  registration  5715.  Receipts  $14,817.26; 
expenses  $14,764.98. 

"The  total  issue  from  the  Garfield,  Sumner, 
and  Lee  schools,  which  from  October  to  June  each 
year  serve  to  some  extent  as  branch  libraries, 


was  4495  volumes.  The  books  so  issued  are 
read  not  only  by  the  pupils,  but  also  in  a  great 
number  of  cases,  as  reported  by  the  children, 
they  are  read  with  avidity  by  the  pupils'  parents, 
who  thus  derive  advantage  from  the  libraiy 
brought  more  nearly  within  reach. 

"  The  work  of  revising  and  enlarging  our  sys- 
tem of  classification  has  gone  on  steadily  during 
the  year,  and  we  hope  to  complete  the  work 
easily  during  the  coming  12  months.  The  num- 
ber of  new  cards  already  in  place  in  the  drawers 
of  the  subject  catalog  now  exceeds  18,000." 

Mr.  Wilcox  gives  a  short  history  of  the  library 
from  its  organization  in  1855  as  the  Peoria  City 
Library,  apropos  of  the  new  building,  the  contract 
for  which  was  signed  on  July  10. 

Work  on  the  building  has  already  begun. 
Bids  were  submitted  in  competition,  the  suc- 
cessful architects  being  Richardson  &  Salter,  of 
Chicago.  The  building  will  be  three  stories  and 
basement  in  height,  87 x  135  feet,  costing,  it  is 
estimated,  $75,000.  The  first  story  will  be  of 
stone,  and  the  others  of  sand  brick.  The  roof 
will  be  a  hip-roof  of  slate  and  the  building  will 
be  provided  with  all  modern  conveniences.  The 
main  entrance  will  be  through  a  large  vestibule 
and  hallway.  To  the  right  is  a  room,  65  x  25, 
to  be  devoted  to  the  uses  of  the  Peoria  Scientific 
Association,  which  for  more  than  two  years  has 
been  without  a  home.  To  the  left  of  this  room 
are  the  rooms  of  the  city  superintendent  of 
schools,  the  board  of  school  inspectors,  the 
bindery,  and  the  unpacking  rooms. 

On  the  second  floor  are  to  be  the  directors' 
room,  the  librarian's  office,  a  large  reading- 
room,  the  newspaper  department,  cataloging- 
room.  and  cloak-room,  the  women's  reading- 
room,  the  delivery-desk,  and  the  stack-room. 
Then  there  are  the  general  reading-room  and 
the  attendant's  work-room.  On  the  third  floor 
will  be  a  study-room,  patent-room,  two  class- 
rooms and  stack-room,  also  an  art  gallery. 

The  building  will  probably  be  completed  this 
year,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  authorities 
to  at  once  greatly  increase  the  number  of  books. 

Philadelphia.  Univ.  of  Pennsylvania  L.  The 
library  of  the  university  has  recently  been  en- 
riched by  the  purchase  of  the  library  of  the  late 
Prof.  Beckstein,  of  the  University  of  Rostock. 
The  collection  is  noted  especially  for  its  full  sets 
of  German  philological  journals  and  periodi- 
cals, its  reference  books,  and  Its  many  works  in 
ethnography,  philology,  archaeology,  etc.;  it 
contains  about  15,000  volumes  and  pamphlets. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  Reynolds  L,  The  work  of 
removing  the  library  from  its  old  quarters  to  its 
new  building  is  now  in  progress.  The  new 
home  of  the  library  is  the  old  Reynolds  home- 
stead, which  has  been  thoroughly  refitted  for 
the  purpose.  On  the  first  floor  all  the  par- 
titions which  divided  the  main  body  of  the 
house  into  four  rooms  have  been  removed  and 
the  whole  space  turned  into  a  reading-room. 
A  large  bay-window  occupies  the  place  o*  the 
former  front  door,  and  the  windows  have  been 
walled  up,  leaving  a  series  of  square  windows 
near  the  ceiling,  which  admit  abundant  light 
and  do  not  interfere  with  the  bookcases  ranged 
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round  the  wall.  This  room  will  contain  the 
reference  collection,  of  some  3000  volumes, 
which  will  be  shelved  along  the  sides,  classified 
and  accessible  ;  it  will  also  contain  the  office  of 
the  reference  librarian,  Mr.  Bowerman.  Back 
of  the  reference-room  is  the  main  hall,  connect- 
ing with  the  delivery-room.  At  the  right  is  one 
stack-room,  with  a  book  capacity  of  20,000  v.; 
a  similar  stack-room  is  in  the  floor  above.  On 
the  second  floor  also  is  the  cataloger's  room,  a 
room  for  special  study,  and  a  lecture-room  for 
societies  or  clubs.  The  third  floor  is  to  be  occu- 
pied by  the  Rochester  Historical  Society.  The 
building  has  been  made  as  nearly  fireproof  as  pos- 
sible, and  in  fitting  and  arrangement  everything 
has  been  done  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  library. 

South  Orange  (N.  /.)  F.  P.  C.  L.  (gth  rpt.) 
Added  468;  total  4331.  Issued,  home  use  19,118; 
visitors  to  reading-room  13,606.  New  card- 
holders 239;  total  registration  1077. 

There  has  been  a  most  gratifying  increase  in 
the  use  and  appreciation  of  the  library;  "most 
encouraging  of  all  has  been  the  interest  shown 
by  the  children,  who  have  contributed  $113  for 
the  purchase  of  juvenile  books  and  $40.73  to  be 
added  to  the  building  fund.  Both  these  contri- 
butions were  unsolicited,  and  the  entertainments, 
by  which  the  money  was  obtained,  were  planned 
and  carried  out  by  the  children  themselves." 

On  November  28  the  trustees  were  offered  a 
site  for  a  new  library  by  Eugene  V.  Connett, 
on  condition  that  $7500  be  raised  as  a  building 
fund.  This  offer  was  accepted  and  the  sum  of 
$7000  has  already  been  raised  for  the  purpose. 
The  library  was  in  1893  granted  $300  by  the 
town,  but  this  has  not  been  continued  and  its 
support  is  derived  chiefly  from  gifts,  proceeds 
of  entertainments,  etc. 

Troy  (ff.  F.)  Y.  M.  A.  L.  A.  The  fine  me- 
morial window,  given  to  the  library  by  Mrs.  W: 
Howard  Hart,  of  Troy,  as  a  memorial  of  her 
late  husband,  is  described  and  illustrated  in  the 
September  issue  of  The  Bookbuyer.  The  win- 
dow, which  was  designed  by  F:  Wilson  and 
executed  by  the  Tiffany  Glass  Co.,  "  represents 
an  interesting  scene  in  the  printing-office  of  Al- 
dus, on  the  22d  of  August,  in  the  year  1502. 
when  the  printer  exhibited  to  the  Doge  Leonardo 
Loredan  the  first  pages  of  the  eight-volume  edi- 
tion of  the  '  Terza  Rima'  of  Dante.  The  artist 
assumed  that  upon  that  occasion  there  were 
present  the  artist  Francesco  Francia,  who  de- 
signed and  engraved  the  type;  Bembo,  who 
edited  the  work;  and  Alberto  Pio,  whose  money 
enabled  Aldus  to  issue  this,  the  first  popular 
edition  of  Italy's  great  poet.  All  the  personages 
represented  appear  to  have  been  drawn  from 
portraits,  while  the  details  of  costume  and 
architecture  are  uniformly  correct." 

Washington,  D,  C.  Congressional  L.  On 
August  22  A.  R.  Spofford,  librarian  of  the 
Congressional  Library,  whose  accounts  are  in 
process  of  investigation  by  the  Treasury  depart- 
ment, transferred  to  the  Treasury  of  the  U.  S. 
$22,000  from  his  private  funds,  in  settlement 
of  the  shortage  said  to  exist  in  the  pay-roll 
accounts  of  the  library.  The  money  was  not 
accepted,  and  the  matter  now  rests  with  Presi- 


dent Cleveland.  The  investigation  into  Mr. 
Spofford's  accounts  has,  it  is  said,  revealed  a 
deficit  of  about  $35,000  in  the  pay-roll,  copy- 
right, and  search-fee  accounts.  No  official  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  has  been  given  out  from 
the  Treasury  department,  and  Mr.  Spofford,  in 
a  recent  statement,  repeats  his  former  asser- 
tion that  the  shortage  is  due  simply  to  over- 
pressure of  work,  lack  of  adequate  force,  and 
careless  methods.  This  view  seems  to  be  the 
generally  accepted  one,  and  Mr.  Spofford,  in 
press  comments  on  the  matter,  is  accused  of 
blamable  carelessness  and  bad  management,  but 
not  of  intentional  wrong-doing. 

Westerly  (R.  /.)  P.  L.  On  August  17  the  li- 
brary completed  its  first  year  of  work.  During 
that  time  the  5000  v.  on  its  shelves  have  been 
increased  by  2000  more,  the  greater  part  of 
which  were  gifts.  About  1600  v.  are  still  to  be 
cataloged,  but  these  are  roughly  classed  and  not 
withheld  from  circulation.  About  30  magazines 
are  on  file  in  the  reading-room.  There  are,  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  1358 cardholders;  the  circu- 
lation for  the  period  was  26,905  (fict.  and  juv. 
23,747),  and  the  estimated  use  of  books  in  the 
reading-room  was  6000. 

FOREIGN. 

Battersea  (Eng.)  P.  Ls.  (8th  rpt.)  Added 
1479;  total  34,460  (ref.  9961).  Issued  296,519 
(ref.  20,753).  Receipts  .£4295  i6s.  lod.  ;  ex- 
penses ^3312  145.  4d. 

Leeds  (Eng.)  F.  P.  L.  (25th  rpt.)  Added 
6355  (ref.  1.  2058);  total  189,362  (ref.  1.  49,039). 
Issued,  home  use  893,798  (fict.  481,656);  ref.  use 
145,114;  no.  borrowers  29,088. 

During  the  year  a  series  of  12  lectures  were 
delivered  in  the  art  gallery  on  "  Art,"  "  Bridge 
construction,"  "Celestial  geology,"  and  "  Music" ; 
they  were  attended  by  over  6000  persons.  One 
of  the  most  important  additions  to  the  library 
was  Prof.  E.  Muvbridge's  great  work  on  "  Ani- 
mal locomotion."  "This  book  has  been  referred 
to  TOGO  times  since  its  purchase,  and  has  often 
been  specially  consulted  for  practical  purposes 
by  lithographic  and  other  artists,  and  profes- 
sional men."P 

Besides  the  central  lending  library  and  the 
reference  library,  there  are  22  branch  libraries 
in  operation. 

London,  Eng.  An  association  for  assistant 
librarians  has  been  formed  in  London,  having  for 
its  objects  the  promotion  of  the  social  and  intel- 
lectual interests  and  professional  efficiency  of 
its  members.  It  is  intended  to  unite  all  persons 
engaged  in  library  work  other  than  chief  li- 
brarians. 

(JMfts  anb  Ucqnesto. 


Portland (Ct.)  Town  L.  The  directors  of  the 
library  recently  received  from  Horace  R.  Buck, 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  an  offer  of  $2000  for  the 
library,  on  condition  that  the  name  be  changed 
to  the  Horace  R.  Buck  Library.  The  offer  was 
accepted  on  July  10,  and  an  addition  to  the 
present  building  will  be  constructed.  The  li- 
brary contains  at  present  about  800  v. 
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Cibrariane. 


ARNOLD,  Edwin  C.,  librarian  of  the  Taun- 
ton  (Mass.)  Public  Library,  resigned  that  posi- 
tion on  August  2,  his  resignation  to  take  effect 
October  r.  Mr.  Arnold  has  been  librarian  of 
the  Taunton  Public  Library  for  the  past  20 
years,  and  in  accepting  his  resignation  the 
trustees  passed  resolutions  expressing  their  full 
appreciation  of  his  work. 

ATKINSON,  J:  D.,  librarian  of  the  Seattle 
(Wash.)  Public  Library,  resigned  his  position 
July  27,  his  resignation  going  into  effect  Sep- 
tember I. 

BANKS,  Mrs.  Martha  H.  G.,  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
a  graduate  of  the  New  York  State  Library  School, 
has  been  engaged  to  assist  in  the  recataloging 
and  reclassification  of  the  Springfield  (Mass.) 
City  Library,  necessitated  by  the  alterations  of 
arrangement  and  shelving  now  in  progress. 
The  fixed  location  numbering  heretofore  used 
in  the  library  is  to  be  replaced  by  a  modified 
Cutter  system. 

CUTLER,  Louisa  S.      The   following  resolu- 
tions on  the  recent  death  of  Miss  Louisa  S.  Cut- 
ler, were  adopted  by  the  trustees  of  the  Utica 
(N.  Y.)  Public  Library  on  August  16: 

"  The  trustees  of  the  Utica  Public  Library  announce 
with  feelings  of  deep  regret  the  sudden  death  of  Miss 
Louisa  S.  Cutler,  who  within  a  day  or  two  before  her 
death  was  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties  as  chief  libra- 
rian; and  who  has,  ever  since  the  organization  of  this 
library,  been  its  principal  manager. 

"  Coming  to  this  position  in  November,  1893,  after 
thorough  preparation  under  the  most  experienced  teach- 
ers, highly  educated  and  very  enthusiastic  in  everything 
relating  to  books,  it  is  largely  owing  to  her  ability,  con- 
stant care,  tact  and  good  judgment,  that  in  the  brief 
years  of  its  existence  we  have  been  able  to  achieve  so 
great  success,  which  has  tended  so  largely  to  increase 
the  usefulness  of  this  library. 

"The  Board  of  Trustees  deem  it  fitting  that  there 
should  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  an  expression  of  oar 
high  regard  for  the  character  and  abilities  of  Miss  Cut- 
ler; therefore  be  it 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Miss  Louisa  S.  Cutler 
we  have  sustained  a  loss  that  seems  to  be  irreparable; 
possessing  as  she  did  in  a  remarkable  degree,  executive 
ability  in  the  arrangement  of  her  duties;  organizing  and 
classifying  the  different  departments  in  such  a  way  that 
all  worked  in  perfect  harmony ;  at  the  same  time  meet- 
ing most  fully  the  wants  of  all  classes  and  conditions 
of  those  who  availed  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the 
library. 

"Courteous,  obliging,  and  always  kind,  she  impressed 
upon  every  visitor,  by  her  culture,  familiarity  with 
everything  connected  with  books  and  their  arrangement, 
a  remarkable  knowledge  of  their  contents,  and  their 
use  to  best  advantage  by  every  student. 

"  The  catalogs  and  finding-lists  prepared  under  her 
supervision  are  models  of  convenience,  the  almost  daily 
use  of  which  brings  to  the  mind  of  every  visitor  an 
appreciation  of  her  service  and  her  acquirements. 

"  While  her  death  will  prove  to  the  general  public  a 
great  loss,  to  the  members  of  this  board  it  will  be  a  per- 
sonal grief. 

"Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  minute  be  sent  to  the 
family  of  Miss  Cutler  by  the  secretary,  with  an  expres- 
sion of  our  sincere  sympathy  for  their  loss  by  this  be- 
reavement. 

"  J.  G.  GIBSON, 
"  R.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
"  H.  S.  MOORE, 

"Committee" 

CRANE,  Joshua  E.,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
has  been  appointed  librarian  of  the  Taunton 
(Mass.)  Public  Library,  succeeding  E.  C. 
Arnold,  resigned.  Mr.  Crane  is  a  graduate  of 


Brown  University,  a  teacher  of  considerable 
experience,  :ind  a  member  of  the  Old  Colony 
Historical  S  >ciety. 

EASTMAN,  Miss  Linda  A.,  assistant  librarian 
of  the  Cleveland  (O.)  Public  Library,  has  been 
appointed  assistant  librarian  and  cataloger  of 
the  Dayton  (O.)  Public  Library.  Miss  Eastman 
has  been  connected  with  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library  for  the  past  three  years,  and  for  some 
time  past  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Niles  ave- 
nue branch  of  the  library. 

HOPKINS,  Anderson  Hoyt,  assistant  librarian 
of  the  general  library  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  has  been  appointed  assistant  libra- 
rian of  the  John  Crerar  Scientific  Library,  of 
Chicago.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  born  in  Carroll 
County,  Michigan,  in  1861.  He  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan  with  the  class  of  1887 
and  slowly  worked  his  way  through  college. 
For  some  time  he  was  assistant  to  the  professor 
of  physics  in  the  Ann  Arbor  High  School,  and 
for  the  past  eight  years  he  has  been  assistant  li- 
brarian of  the  university  library,  having  especial 
charge  of  the  cataloging.  He  has  made  a 
study  of  the  general  subject  of  library  adminis- 
tration, and  was  to  have  read  a  paper  on  "A 
handbook  of  library  economy  "  at  the  Denver 
Conference  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  but  was  unable  to 
attend  that  meeting. 

SAUNDERS,  Frederick,  librarian  of  the  Astor 
Library,  celebrated  his  88th  birthday  on  Au- 
gust 14.  Mr.  Saunders  has  been  connected 
with  the  Astor  Library  for  36  years,  having 
been  appointed  assistant  librarian  in  1859  and 
librarian  in  1876,  and  he  is  still  active  and  ener- 
getic in  its  management.  He  has  for  some 
time  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  a  his- 
tory of  the  library,  which,  when  completed,  he 
intends  to  present  to  the  consolidated  New 
York  Public  Library  —  Astor,  Lenox,  and  Til- 
den  foundations. 

STEARNS,  Miss  Lutie  E.,  superintendent  of 
circulation  of  the  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Li- 
brary, was  on  July  i  elected  assistant  librarian 
of  the  Cleveland  (O.)  Public  Library  at  a  salary  of 
$1000.  The  action  was  taken  without  any  previ- 
ous communication  with  Miss  Stearns,  and  when 
she  was  informed  of  it  the  board  of  the  Milwaukee 
library  promptly  raised  her  salary  to  equal  the 
Cleveland  offer.  Miss  Stearns  thereupon  declined 
the  Cleveland  position  and  continues  in  her  pre- 
vious post  at  the  Milwaukee  Public  Library. 

UNDERBILL,  Miss  Caroline  M.,  of  Derry, 
N.  H.,  has  been  appointed  librarian  of  the 
Utica  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library,  succeeding  the 
late  Miss  Louisa  S.  Cutler.  Miss  Underbill  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Columbia  College  class  (1886) 
of  the  New  York  State  Library  School,  and 
since  her  graduation  has  been  assistant  libra- 
rian of  the  Newark  Public  Library  and  librarian 
of  the  Apprentices'  Library  of  Philadelphia. 
In  the  autumn  of  1894  she  came  to  Utica  to 
take  charge  of  the  library  in  Miss  Cutler's 
place  while  the  preparation  of  the  finding-list 
was  in  progress,  and  she  continued  at  the  li- 
brary, after  the  publication  of  the  catalog,  until 
her  present  election  as  librarian. 
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(Cataloging   anb   (TlusGificiUion. 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION,  Publishing 
Section.  List  of  books  for  girls  and  women 
and  their  clubs;  ed.  by  Augusta  H.  Leypoldt 
and  George  lies.  Part  2  :  Biography,  by 
assistant  librarians  of  the  New  York  Free 
Circulating  Library;  History,  by  Reuben  G. 
Thwaites  ;  Travel,  by  Miss  A.  R.  Hasse; 
Literature  —  poetry,  essays,  and  criticism,  by 
G.  Mercer  Adam;  Folk-lore,  by  Stewart  Culin. 
Bost.,  Library  Bureau,  1895.  154  p.  Tt. 
10  c. 

Part  3  :     Fine  art,  by  Russell  Sturgis; 

Music,  by  H:   E.  Krehbiel.     Bost.,  Library 
Bureau,  1895.     54  p.  Tt.     10  c. 
CLEVELAND  (0.)  P.  L.     The  open  shelf:  being 
a  list  of  books  added  to  the  library,  April  - 
June,  1895.     64  p.  O. 

The  full  classed  list  contains  the  usual  brief 
annotations;  there  are  also  a  list  of  "books 
on  chemistry "  (29  titles),  an  account  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Allegheny,  and  a  short 
article  on  "  The  use  of  books,"  by  Linda  A. 
Eastman. 

COTGREAVE,  A.,  librarian  of  the  West  Ham 
(Eng.)  Public  Libraries,  announces  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  "Subject  index  of  general  literature 
contained  in  the  Canning  Town  Public  Library," 
of  which  he  has  issued  sample  pages.  The  in- 
dex, which  is  somewhat  on  the  order  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  index,  is  to  be  a  key,  not  to  the  books 
in  the  department  of  general  literature,  but  to 
the  contents  of  the  books,  indexing,  besides  sep- 
arate articles  or  essays  in  composite  books, 
special  descriptions  of  individual  subjects  in  sin- 
gle narratives  or  comprehensive  works;  the 
entries  will  include  numerous  biographical  and 
historical  notes.  The  index  will  appear  in  some 
20  parts,  and  will,  it  is  thought, contain  about 
20,000  references;  it  will  be  sold  by  subscrip- 
tion in  two  editions  at  five  or  seven  shillings 
respectively. 

FOSTER'S  MONTHLY  REFERENCE  LISTS  (in 
Providence  P.  L.  Bulletin)  for  August  cover 
"  Thomas  Henry  Huxley  "and  "Marine  life," 
with  the  fulness  and  careful  accuracy  which  are 
their  usual  characteristics.  The  value  of  these 
lists  is  too  well  known  to  require  comment; 
they  are  the  best  examples  of  what  can  be  done 
in  this  line  of  bibliographical  work. 

HOBOKBN  (ff.  J.)  P.  L.  Alphabetical  catalog: 
authors,  titles,  and  subjects.  August,  1895. 
321  p.  O. 

A  good  short-title  dictionary  catalog,  with 
Dewey  class  and  Cutter  author  numbers,  evi- 
dently modelled  upon  the  catalog  of  the  Jersey 
City  P.  L.  A  supplementary  list  of  16  pages 
gives  later  additions.  The  $-p.  list  of  pseu- 
donyms appended  includes  a  large  proportion  of 
writers  who  are  nowhere  else  entered  in  the 


catalog ;  which  is,  to  say  the  least,  confusing. 
Heavy-face  type  is  used  for  catch-words  and 
authors'  names,  and  the  volume  is  neatly  and 
clearly  printed  on  white  paper.  Prefaced  by 
extracts  from  the  rules  and  regulations,  an  his- 
torical sketch  of  the  library,  and  brief  explana- 
tions and  directions  for  use. 

The  Library  Newsletter  (Osterhout  F.  L.)  for 
August  devotes  four  pages  to  an  article  citing 
interesting  books  on  "  Nature  study." 

N.  Y.  STATE  L.  BULLETIN.   Additions  No.  2, 
November,  i894:"subject  index  of  law  additions 
from  i  January,  1883,  to  31  December,  1893. 
Albany,  1894.     509  p.  O.    35c. 
A  supplement  to  the  valuable  subject  index  to 
the  state  law  library,  compiled  by  S.  B.  Griswold 
in  1882.     The  supplement,  also  prepared  by  Mr. 
Griswold,  follows  the  form  of  the  original  index 
without   modification.     Subjects   are  arranged 
alphabetically,  with  abundant  cross-references, 
and  besides  law-books  proper  many  important 
published   trials  are  included,  as  well  as  refer- 
ences to  leading  articles  in  477  v.  of  American, 
English,  Irish,  Scotch,  and  Canadian  law  peri- 
odicals. 

NOTTINGHAM  (Eng.)  CENTRAL  F.  P.  LENDING 
L.  Class-list  of  science;  with  an  index  of 
subjects  and  author;  comp.  by  J.  Potter 
Briscoe,  public  librarian,  and  Thomas  Dent, 
sub-librarian.  Nottingham,  August,  1895. 
28  p.  O.  2d. 

A  detailed  list,  giving  full  contents  of  bound 
volumes  of  magazines,  periodicals,  composite 
books,  etc.  Title-a-line  entries;  dates  are  gen- 
erally noted,  and  authors'  initials  only  are 
given.  The  author  and  subject  index  covers 
five  pages. 

The  PORTLAND  (Ore.)  L.  A.,  publishes  in  the 
August  issue  of  Our  Library  the  first  of  four 
"  Oregon  check  lists,"  containing  about  200 
titles  and  including,  as  far  as  possible,  "  every- 
thing on  the  subject  published  down  to  the  end 
of  1850."  Publications  that  the  library  does  not 
possess  are  marked  "wanted."  An  appeal  is 
also  made  for  contributions  of  local  matters. 

The  SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  devotes 
its  August  "  Special  reading  lists"  to  "Early 
New  England  life"  and  "Useful  books  for 
women" — subjects  that  are  well  and  interest- 
ingly covered. 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mast.)  L.  BULLETIN  for 
July  has  a  short  "  Suggestive  reading  list  for 
freshman  class,"  citing  some  of  the  best  litera- 
ture in  poetry,  fiction,  and  essays. 

U.  S.  Gov.  PRINTING  OFFICE.   Division  of  docu- 
ments.    Monthly  catalogue  of  publications 
issued  by  the  Government  of  the  U.  S.     nos. 
1-3.     Jan.- March,  1895.     D. 
The   first   numbers   of   the    monthly  catalog 

provided  for  by  the  new  public  documents  law. 

(Seep.  301). 
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jBibliogrufti. 


"ABNORMAL  Woman,"  Arthur  MacDonald's 
latest  contribution  to  the  literature  of  criminol- 
ogy and  sociologic  investigation,  contains  a  4-p. 
bibliography  of  the  subject.  (Washington,  A. 
MacDonald,  1895.  $1.25.) 

BERALDI,  H.  La  reliure  du  xlxe  siecle  2e  partie. 
Paris,  Conquet,  1895.  239  p.  il.  4°. 

BIBLIOTHECA  philologica  classica.  Verzeichniss 
der  auf  dem  gebiete  der  classischen.  Alter- 
thumwissenschaft  erschienenen  bucher  zeit- 
schriften,  dissertationen,  program-Abhand- 
lungen,  aufsatze  in  zeitschriften  ^und  recen- 
sionen.  Beiblatt  zum  jahresbericht  tiber  die 
fortschritte  der  classischen  alterthumswissen- 
schaft.  Jahrgang22,i895.  (4.  hefte.)  Berlin, 
S.  Calvary  &  Co.,  8°.  6m. 

BJORNSON,  Bjornstjerne,  is  the  subject  of  a 
bibliography,  compiled  by  W:  C.  Carpenter,  in 
the  Bookman  for  August  -September  (p.  62-68); 
it  gives  biographical  particulars  as  well  as  a 
chronological  record  of  his  writings,  and  is  illus- 
trated by  a  portrait. 

BREUL,  K.  Bibliographical  guide  to  the  study 
of  the  German  language  and  literature.  Paris, 
Hachette,  1895. 

HOEPLI,  Ulr.  Bibliotheca  historica  italica:  cen- 
tesimo  catalogo  della  libreria  antiquaria  di  U. 
Hoepli;  opere  antiche  e  moderne  sulla  storia 
civile,  militare,  religiosa,  artistica  e  letteraria 
d'ltalia.  Parte  I,  Storia  generale;  parte  2, 
Storia  regionale  e  municipale  ;  appendice  la, 
Statuti;  appendice  2a,  Bibliotheca  Sabauda. 
Milan,  U.  Hoepli,  1895.  496+56  p.  O. 

HYPNOTISM  is  the  subject  of  a  brief  bibliog- 
raphy covering  p.  265-270  of  R.  H.  Vincent's 
"Elements  of  hypnotism."  (N.  Y.,  Scribner, 
1895,  D.  $1.75.) 

JACOB,  A.  Notes  sur  lesmanuscrits  grecspalimp- 
sestes  de  la  Bibl.  Nationale.  Paris,  E. 
Leroux,  1895.  14  p.  8°. 

JADART,  H.  Les  debuts  de  1'imprimerie  a 
Reims  et  les  marques  des  premiers  imprimeurs 
(1550-1560).  Paris,  A.  Claudin,  1895.  8°. 
10  fr. 

LOMBROSO,  A.  Saggio  di  una  bibliografia  ragi- 
onata  per  servire  alia  storia  dell'epoca  napo- 
leonica.  Fasc.  4.  Rome,  Modes  &  Mendel, 
1895.  148  p.  8°. 

Part  4 covers  authors  In  Be-  Ben;  among  the 
most  important  notices  are  those  devoted  to 
Beauchamp.Beauharnais,  Benedetti,  etc.;  errata 
and  additions  for  parts  3  and  4  are  included. 

LUNDSTEDT,  B.  Sveriges  periodiska  litteratur: 
bibliografi.  v.  i,  1645-1812.  Stockholm, 
1895.  88,  178  p.  6  nt. 


A  careful  chronological  list  ;  part  2,  covering 
the  literature  from  1812,  is  in  preparation. 

SOCIALISM.  An  excellent  bibliography  of  so- 
cialism is  contained  in  W.  D  wight  Porter  Bliss's 
"  Handbook  of  Socialism,"  recently  imported 
by  Scribners.  (N.  Y.,  Scribner,  1895.  $1.25.) 

VICAIRE,  G.     Manuel  de  1'amateur  de  livres  du 
xixe  siecle,  1801-1893:  editions  originales;  ou- 
vrages  ou  periodiques  illustres;  romantiques; 
reimpressions  critique  de  textesancienson  clas- 
siques;  bibliotheques  et  collections  diverse; 
publications  des  Societes  de  Bibliophiles  de 
Paris  et  des  dfepartements;   curiosites  biblio- 
graphique.     Tome  2,  fasc.  i.    Paris,  A.  Rou- 
quette,  1895.     192 p.  8°.     2. soft. 
"  Since  the  issue  of  Brunei's  invaluable  '  Man- 
uel du  libraire  et  de  1'amateur  de  livres '  in  six 
volumes  (1860-65),  and  its  supplement  in  two 
volumes  (1870-80),  no  more  valuable  guide  to 
French  literature  has  been  published.  It  includes 
a  record  of  original  editions,  illustrated  works, 
works  issued  in  parts  and  serially,  fiction,  new 
issue  of  old  or  classic  texts,  libraries  and  collec- 
tions of  a  miscellaneous  character,  publications 
of  the  societies  of  bibliophiles  in  Paris  and  the 
departments  of  France,  bibliographical  curiosi- 
ties, etc.    The  work  is  as  exhaustive  as  it  has 
been  possible  to   make   it,  and  includes   every 
imaginable   bibliographical   detail,  even  to  thie 
description  of  the  color  of  the  original  wrappers 
in  which  a  work  may  have  been  published.    The 
first  volume  covers  the  letters  A  -  B.     The  con- 
cluding volume  will  contain   a   comprehensive 
author  and  subject  index  to  the  whole  work." — 
Pub.  Weekly. 

WEGWEISER  fur  die  elektrotechnische  fachliter- 
atur.  Schlagwortkatalog  der  bucher  und  lehr- 
schriften  fur  elektrotechnik  und  verwandte 
gebiete.  Leipzig,  Hachmeister  &  Thai,  1895. 
52  p.  8°.  50  m. 


BOOKS  WANTED. 


D.  Van  Nostrand  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Library  Journal,  August,  1891. 


HELP  WANTED. 


IN  A  LARGE  LIBRARY.—  A  male  as- 
sistant  capable  of  taking  charge  of  the  delivery- 
desk,  and  willing  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
required  from  time  to  time.  Salary  $1000.  Must  have  a 
knowledge  of  literature,  training  in  library  work,  and 
executive  capacity.  State  age,  where  educated,  previ- 
ous experience,  reference,  and  special  qualifications  of 
any  kind,  and  enclose  copy  of  testimonials.  Address 
LIBRARIAN,  Office  of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 

SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


VK7 ANTED. — A  position  as  librarian,  by  a  woman  hav- 
v*  ing  four  years'  practical  experience  in  library 
work.  Competent  to  take  charge.  Address  D.,  care  of 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 


(""ATALOGUING  :  private  or  public  libraries,  publish- 
^  ers'  or  sale  lists,  by  a  graduate  of  Pratt  Institute 
having  library  acquaintance  with  French,  German,  Ital- 
ian, and  Latin.  CATAI.OGEK,  care  LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY   RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  ad  vantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new.  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the  Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.    Second-hand 

Catalogues  by  early  Mails,  and  no  Commission  charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

No  expensive  sub-agencies  at  home  or  abroad.   Foreign  books  on  easy  terms 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others : 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,   Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 

mtnntch 

Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.    Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.    Superior 
Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old  Books.     Calf  Extra  In  Every  Variety. 
Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphhets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law- 
Books  in  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  in  Cloth.     Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 
dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  In 
Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore. 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faitnfulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen's  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  Bast  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  Weft,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  ftnva  Statt  Agricultural  Colltgt. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  feei  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake." — MBI.VIL  DEWEY,  .\tatt  Library,  Ntw  York. 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 


MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 
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"  Without  question  the  most  perfect  trade  bibliography 
with  which  we  are  acquainted!' — London  Book- 
seller. 


IN   PREPARATION: 

The  American  Catalogue 

•  i89o~i895. 

The  new  volume  of  THE  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE 
covers  the  period  July  i,  1890,  to  June  30,  1895. 
It  will  be  in  two  divisions,  of  which  the  first  con- 
tains the  author-and-title  alphabet,  and  the  second 
the  subject  alphabet,  lists  of  government  and 
state  publications,  publications  of  societies,  books 
in  series,  etc.  It  will  be  delivered,  if  desired,  in 
parts  as  ready. 

Price,  $12.50  in  sheets;  and  $15  in  half  morocco 
binding.  ($10  in  sheets;  $12.50  in  half  morocco,  to 
subscribers  paying  in  advance  of  publication.) 

The  edition  is  1250  copies  only,  and  there 
will  be  no  reissue. 

.  .  .  "  There  is  scarcely  a  bookseller  in  the  coun. 
try  who  would  hesitate  a  moment  to  expend  twenty- 
five  dollars  in  advertising  his  stock  ;  ought  he  hesi- 

y£f  yM  tate  a  moment  about  an    expenditure  that  would  yM  yM 

fjB  Wft  enable  him  to  sell  hundreds  of  dollars'  worth    of  ttft  %0 

^^^  ^^  books  in  a  year?   Such  an  investment  would  also  ^^  ^^ 

purchase  for  him  a  reputation  among  his  customers 
for  intelligence  and  trade  knowledge  that  would  pay 
him  five  times  over."— A.  D.  F.  RANDOLPH. 

This  'work  is  indispensable  to  the  bookstore  or  library. 

THE  AMERICAN   CATALOGUE, 

59  DUANE  STREET  (P.  O  Box  943),  N.  Y. 
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HICGINS'    AMERICAN    DRAWING    INKS 

(Established  1880) 
Are  the  Standard  Liquid  Drawing  Inks  of  the  World. 

They  are  used  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  Schools,  Colleges  and  Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths  of  the  professional  draughtsmen  of  this  country  use  no 
other  drawing  ink. 

Jo.  Pennell  says  of  the  Black  Ink :  "  There  is  no  ink  equal  to  it  for  half 
a  dozen  reasons.  From  the  time  you  open  the  bottle  until  you  have  put  all 
its  contents  on  paper  you  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  it." 

A.  B.  Frost  says  :  "  I  use  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  it  is  certainly  the  best." 

BLACKS. — Two  kinds  :  Waterproof,  white  label  (insoluble  when  dry) ; 
and  General,  red  label  (soluble). 

COLORS.— Carmine,  Scarlet,  VermiHon,  Brick  Red,  Blue,  Yellow, 
Green,  Orange,  Brown,  Indigo,  Violet. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(Rattles  by  mail,  prepaid,  thirty-five  cents  each.    Color  Card  showing  actual  inks  free.) 

HIGCINS'   PHOTO   MOUNTER. 

The  new  adhesive  for  mounting  photographs,  etc.,  tissue  and  scrap- 
book  work,  and  general  use  as  a  substitute  for  mucilage,  over  which  it  has 
many  advantages  due  to  its  superiority  and  economy  in  use.  Not  a  starch 
or  flour  paste,  but  a  Vegetable  Glue,  semi-fluid,  of  soft  and  unctuous  con- 
sistency, pure  white  color,  and  free  from  lumps.  Perfectly  homogeneous, 
and  hence  the  water  never  separates  from  the  pulp,  leaving  the  latter  to 
shrivel  up,  as  occurs  in  all  common  pastes.  Spreads  smoothly  and  uni- 
formly, adheres  at  once  and  dries  quickly.  Will  not  warp,  cockle  nor  strike 
through,  nor  change  the  tone  nor  injure  mounts.  Requires  no  prepara- 
tion— always  ready  for  use. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(3  oz.  jar,  prepaid  by  mail,  for  thirty  cents.) 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs.,  170  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 
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JOHN  MURPHY  &  CO.'S  New  BoSS 

AGNOSTICISM  AND  RELIGION. 

By  Rev.  GEORGE  J.  LUCAS,  of  the  Catholic  University 
of  America.  An  examination  of  Spencer's  "  Religion 
of  the  Unknowable."  Preceded  by  an  exhaustive  His- 
tory of  Agnosticism  from  Xenophanes  to  Spencer. 
One  volume,  octavo,  cloth,  {1.25. 

"  The  author  appeals  for  a  union  of  Catholic  and 
Protestant  teachers,  especially  in  our  colleges,  against 
erroneous  scientific  doctrines  directed  against  the  com- 
mon citadel  of  all  religion.1' — Baltinnre  Sun. 

BIBLE,  SCIENCE,  AND  FAITH. 

By  Rev.  J.  A.  ZAHM,  C.S.C.,  Professor  of  Physics  in 
the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  Ind.    The  book  in- 
clude* his  famous  lectures  delivered  at  the  Catholic 
Summer  School  on  the  Antiquity  of  Man,  Religion 
and  Science,  The  Biblical  Deluge,  etc.,  and  his  papers 
on  the  "  Mosaic  Hexaemeron  "  and  the  "  Mosaic  Ac- 
count of  the  Creation,"  treated  in  the  light  of  modern 
science.    One  vol.,  12010,  cloth,  $i.»s,  net, 
"Professor  J.  A.  Zahm,  C.S.C.,  ol  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame,  who  is  probably  the  foremost  authority  on 
science  in  the  American  Catholic  Church,  has  been  hon- 
ored by  the  Pope  with  the  degree   of  Doctor  of  Phi- 
losophy."— New  Ytrk  Tribune. 

THE  LAW  OF  HEREDITY. 

A  Study  of  the  Cause  of  Variation,  and  the  Origin  of 
Living  Organisms.  By  W.  K.  BROOKS.  One  vol., 
iamo,  cloth,  $2.00. 

GENIUS  OF  CHRISTIANITY; 

or,  The  Spirit  and  Beauty  of  the  Christian  Religion. 
By  VISCOUNT  DK  CHATAUBRIAND.  With  a  biography 
of  the  author  by  Rev.  Chas.  I.  White,  D.D.  One  vol. 
lamo,  cloth,  763  pp.,  $3.50. 


Bishop  Spalding's  Works. 

EVIDENCES    OF    CATHOLICITY. 

A  series  of  lectures  exhibiting  in  a  plain,  straightfor- 
"ward  manner  the  principal  evidences  of  the  church. 
One  vol.,  royal  octavo,  extra  cloth,  $3.00. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  PROTESTANT 
REFORMATION/ 

Reviewing  D'Aubigne\  Menzel,  Hallam,  Prescott, 
Ranke,  etc.  One  vol.,  royal  octavo,  extra  cloth,  13.50. 

MISCELLANEA. 

Comprising  Reviews,  Lectures,  and  Essays  on  Histori- 
cal, Theological,  and  Miscellaneous  Subjects.  One 
vol.,  royal  octavo,  extra  cloth,  13.50. 

Cardinal  Gibbons'  Works. 

THE  FAITH  OF  OUR  FATHERS. 

A  Plain  Exposition  and  Vindication  of  the  Church 
Founded  by  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  i6mo,  cloth,  fi.oo  ; 
paper,  50  cents. 

OUR  CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE. 

A  book  for  to-day  and  for  all  time.  i*mo,  cloth,  f  i  .00 ; 
cloth  gilt,  f  1.50  ;  morocco  gilt,  padded,  $3.50,  net. 

LIFE    OF    ROGER    BROOKE 
TANEY,  LL.D., 

Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  By  SAMUEL  TYI.BR,  LL.D.  One  vol.,  octavo, 
sheep,  $5.00. 
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A  History  of  the  German  Language 
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Of  this  work  The  Critic  sayi:  "  I*rof .  Super's  book, 
occupying  the  middle  ground  between  a  grammatical 
commentary  and  a  philological  history,  supplies  in  a  full 
and  interesting  fashion  what  a  literary  reader  needs  to 
make  him  conversant  with  the  main  sides  of  many  ques- 
tions involved  in  the  study  of  one  of  the  principal  Indo- 
European  languages.  The  modesty  of  the  author  is  very 
refreshing ;  .  .  .  nowhere  is  there  a  note  of  the  in- 
fallible commentator." 
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many  thousand  volumes.  Mr.  Stechert's  success  is  due  to  his  constant  personal  attention  to  the  business,  and  the  reasonable 
terras  he  is  able  to  offer.  I  consider  a  New  York  agent  far  preferable  to  reliance  on  foreign  agents  alone." 

Gco.  H.  BAKER,  Librarian  of  Columbia  College^  New  York. 


of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr.  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders." 


MELVIL  DEWEY,  Director  of  N.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany,  If.  Y. 


"  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  Neir  York  has  served  us  with  fidelity  in  procuring  English,  French  and  German  books,  both  new 
and  second  hand  and  also  periodicals.  His  terms  are  more  reasonable  than  any  others  that  have  come  to  our  notice,  while  he 
has  always  guarded  our  interests  very  carefully.  We  find  it  a  great  convenience  to  have  one  agency  in  New  York,  represented 
by  branches  in  different  European  countries." 

Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  ofAdelbert  College^  Cleveland,  O. 


"  Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
teem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  things  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you."  <- 

ERNEST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  of  College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  N.  J. 


"  Our_  library  committee  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.     You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollars,  but  havt 
Blown  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you." 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester^  N.  Fl 
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flNOTHER  SHORT  TfM  TO  LIBRflRIflNS. 

AS  an  introduction  to  this  talk,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  will  you 
kindly  read  that  given  on  same  page  of  the  September  number  of  the 
JOURNAL?  That  referred  chiefly  to  the  "  Indexer  Books,"  this  will  be  about 
the  "Continuous  Revolving  Indexer."  Next  month  we  shall  have  something 
to  say  about  the  new  "Pamphlet  Binders,"  which  we  are  convinced  will  solve 
the  hitherto  unsolved  pamphlet  problem  in  libraries. 

We  confess  to  belonging  to  that  rather  numerous  class  of  Americans  who 
are  freer  than  they  ought  to  be  in  the  use  of  adjectives ;  hence,  when  called 
upon  to  describe  something  a  good  deal  better  than  ordinary,  we  run  short, 
so  instead  of  following  the  usual  beaten  track,  we  shall  try  to  give  only  cold 
facts. 

When  we  took  hold  of  the  Rudolph  Indexer  some  six  or  eight  months 
ago,  it  was,  even  as  then  made,  so  marked  an  improvement  on  the  old  card 
system  that  we  thought  it  about  perfect.  Experience  soon  demonstrated 
that  very  important  improvements  could  be  made,  and  we  set  about  making 
them.  In  the  meantime  orders  kept  coming  in  which  were  pigeon-holed  until 
the  improvements  could  be  perfected. 

Formerly  the  card-holders  were  made  of  heavy  cardboard  with  metal 
edges  attached  to  the  board  and  turned  over  to  furnish  the  grooves.  These 
were  unsatisfactory  for  various  reasons:  they  were  unsightly;  they  swelled, 
warped,  and  shrank  with  the  changes  of  the  atmosphere;  the  fastenings  to 
the  metal  would  break  loose ;  the  hinges  were  imperfect,  and  the  cards  did 
not  slide  readily  in  the  grooves.  We  now  make  them  entirely  of  metal, 
weighing  even  less  than  the  old  style;  the  hinges  are  perfect  and  a  slight 
pressure  is  sufficient  to  slide  the  whole  column  of  cards,  or  any  portion  of 
them,  up  or  down  as  desired. 

One  of  the  most  serious  objections  for  large  libraries  was  that  only  one 
person  at  a  time  could  consult  the  Indexer.  We  now  propose  to  furnish 
them  so  that  one,  two,  four,  six,  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  persons  can  use  them  at 
the  same  time.  The  case  for  twelve  persons  will  be  about  12  ft.  long,  4  ft. 
wide,  and  will  permit  the  indexing  of  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  volumes. 

From  the  start  we  have  had  no  fears  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  Rudolph 
Indexer  for  all  new  libraries.  The  problem  has  been  to  adapt  it  to  the  use  of 
the  present  cards,  of  which  there  are  hundreds  of  millions  in  the  libraries  of 
the  country.  By  the  employment  of  metal  card-holders  and  other  changes  in 
construction,  we  are  able  now  to  supply  cases  adapted  to  the  utilization  of 
the  present  cards  in  any  library  and  their  continued  use  if  desired.  This 
improvement  applies  also  to  the  Indexer  books  and  minimizes  the  expense  of 
changing  from  the  old  to  the  new  system. 

Other  changes  and  improvements  have  been  made  which  we  have  not 
space  here  to  enumerate.  We  shall  commence  filling  orders  for  the  improved 
cases  about  October  ist. 

Write  us  fully  for  any  information  desired. 

Respectfully  yours, 

THOMAS   KANE   &   CO. 
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LIBRARIANS  are  again  reminded  that  an  annex 
conference,  so  to  speak,  is  to  be  held  this  year 
in  the  South  by  grace  of  the  enterprising  ladies 
who  are  connected  with  the  Woman's  Depart- 
ment of  the  Atlanta  Exposition.  The  date  fixed 
is  November  29 — a  date  somewhat  unfortunate 
at  the  North,  because  it  does  not  admit  of  the 
safe  digestion  of  the  Thanksgiving  dinner  at 
home,  but  it  should  be  matter  of  thanksgiving 
that  the  library  spirit  is  to  have  promising  de- 
velopment at  the  South,  the  section  of  the 
country,  as  has  already  been  pointed  out,  where 
there  is  most  opportunity  for  progress.  We 
trust  that  every  librarian  who  can  will  certainly 
go  to  Atlanta.  It  is  ladies'  day,  to  be  sure,  but 
the  gentlemen  will  be  welcomed,  and  will  proba- 
bly be  permitted  to  speak  as  well  as  to  hear.  We 
appeal,  therefore,  to  both  the  loyalty  and  the 
gallantry  of  the  profession  for  a  representative 
delegation  from  the  North  for  this  occasion. 


IT  is  sometimes  true  that  distance  lends  en- 
chantment to  the  view,  and  we  are  not  fully 
informed  whether  the  international  bibliographi- 
cal conference  which  met  recently  at^Brussels 
is  entitled  to  so  large  a  name,  or  is,  perhaps, 
the  development  of  a  private  scheme.  We 
have  before  us,  however,  the  two  pamphlets 
on  the  decimal  classification  issued  by  the 
projectors  of  this  plan,  one  giving  a  general 
summary  of  the  proposed  modification,  for  in- 
ternational purposes,  of  Mr.  Dewey's  system, 
and  the  other  giving  details  in  the  department 
of  sociology.  The  first  is  in  French  exclusively; 
the  second  is  in  French,  with  an  index  in  English, 
French,  and  German.  The  value  of  an  interna- 
tional scheme  is,  of  course,  in  its  uniformity,  and 
the  system  as  perfected  by  Mr.  Dewey  is  so  widely 
in  use  in  this  country  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  conform  it  to  a  new  version  at  this  late  day. 
On  the  other  hand,  as  this  was  devised  before 
Mr.  Dewey  had  library  experience,  it  is  doubt- 
less true  that  decided  improvements  can  be  made 
on  the  original  scheme  under  expert  advice  and 


with  the  large  experience  of  to-day.  Messrs. 
La  Fontaine  and  Otlet,  of  the  International  Bib- 
liographical Office,  have  certainly  brought  for- 
ward an  interesting  subject,  and  we  trust  it 
may  be  taken  up  internationally,  and  thoroughly 
worked  out. 

PHILADELPHIA  is  commonly  reputed  by  its 
critics  to  be  a  slow  city,  and  the  New  York 
comic  editor  is  apt  to  consider  the  tortoise  char- 
acteristics of  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love 
as  a  never-failing  resource  when  the  larder 
of  fresher  jokes  is  exhausted.  Neverthe- 
less, Philadelphia  has  more  than  once  come  to 
the  front  in  library  matters,  and  it  is  most  inter- 
esting to  note  what  remarkable  progress  has 
been  made  in  its  free  library  system  in  the  few 
years  since  its  origin.  Starting  with  the  small 
libraries  conducted  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
it  was  later  extended  by  the  transfer  to  the  city 
of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  established 
independently  by  the  bequest  of  Mr.  George  S. 
Pepper,  which,  although  under  the  direction  of 
the  city,  and  receiving  from  it  a  yearly  appro- 
priation, has  been  heretofore  conducted  inde- 
pendently of  the  various  city  libraries.  An  ordi- 
nance now  pending,  however,  provides  for  the 
consolidation  of  the  two  systems  under  the  con- 
trol and  direction  of  the  Free  Library,  which  is 
to  receive  and  administer  all  municipal  appro- 
priations for  library  support.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  consolidation  may  be  carried  out,  as  it 
would  be  not  only  beneficial  as  a  means  of  se- 
curing economy  and  unity  in  administration, 
but  would  be  a  great  stride  toward  the  attain- 
ment of  a  free  library  system  worthy  of  the 
city  in  size  and  equipment.  A  further  indica- 
tion that  the  plan  of  consolidation  is  gradually 
gaining  ground  is  found  in  the  recent  offer  of 
the  president  of  the  Mercantile  Library,  noted 
elsewhere.  The  trustees  of  that  library  express 
their  desire  to  make  the  library  free  to  the  pub- 
lic on  condition  that  it  receive  an  appropriation 
from  the  city.  This  sounds  very  promising, 
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but  it  is  more  than  doubtful  if  the  offer,  as  it 
now  stands,  will  be  or  should  be  accepted.  No 
change  in  the  real  ownership  or  management  of 
the  library  is  contemplated  by  its  trustees,  and 
although  three  ex-officio  trustees  from  the  city 
government  would  be  added  to  the  board,  the 
library  would  maintain  an  independent  exist- 
ence, simply  throwing  its  doors  open  to  the 
public.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  by 
no  means  serve  as  a  central  city  library,  consol- 
idating and  administering  the  entire  free  library 
system  of  the  city.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  a  central  library  will  eventually  be  obtained, 
be  its  nucleus  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia 
or  the  Mercantile  Library,  and  in  the  meantime 
Philadelphia  is  certainly  setting  an  example  to 
many  cities  in  its  present  library  progress.  New 
York  must,  perhaps,  wait  the  more  full  develop- 
ment of  the  new  library  scheme  under  the  con- 
solidation of  the  great  libraries,  and  Brooklyn 
has  yet  to  make  a  start. 


THE  death  of  Miss  Jessie  Allan  is  doubly  sad 
because  of  the  excellent  reputation  which  her 
work  won  for  her  and  the  pleasant  affection 
which  all  librarians  who  knew  her  had  come  to 
feel  for  her,  and  because  her  death  has  given 
rise  to  a  fresh  discussion  as  to  the  possibility  of 
infection  from  contagious  diseases  through  li- 
brary books.  Miss  Allan  had  been  sufftring 
from  consumption  for  some  years,  and  it  has 
been  suggested  that  its  origin  was  of  this  char- 
acter. Those  who  knew  Miss  Allan  and  the 
delicate  organization  which  did  so  much  good 
work  in  a  good  cause,  would  scarcely  need  this 
explanation  of  her  illness  and  death,  which  is 
perhaps  scarcely  in  evidence  as  to  the  difficult 
question  of  the  spread  of  disease  through  libra- 
ries. Possibly  there  is  some  danger  from  this 
source;  since  the  bacillus  was  discovered  danger 
is  found  to  lurk  in  places  hitherto  unsuspected. 
But  the  greater  danger,  perhaps,  comes  in 
over-estimating  this  source  of  danger  and  fright- 
ening people  into  a  nervous  condition  which 
in  itself  almost  invites  disease.  Doubtless,  when 
contagious  diseases  are  rampant  in  one  locality, 
the  public  library,  like  the  schools,  like  all 
places  where  people  come  together,  becomes  a 
centre  for  the  possible  spread  of  an  epidemic; 
but  the  danger  in  most  cases  is  so  small  a  per- 
centage of  the  possible  risk  that,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  discussion  like  the  present,  libra- 
rians are  apt  to  overdo  precaution  and  create 
unnecessary  alarm.  The  mere  fact  that  life  in 
the  city  is  apt  to  be  as  long,  if  not  longer,  than 


life  in  country  places,  is  in  itself  evidence  that 
centres  of  population  are  not  necessarily  the 
dreadful  places  that  the  theory  of  the  bacillus 
might  suggest,  and  the  same  is  true  in  its  degree 
of  the  public  library. 


(•Totntnnnica  lions. 


CHILDREN'S  READING-LISTS  WANTED. 

THE  Plainfield  Public  Library  would  be  very 
glad  to  receive  copies  of  lists  of  books  for  young 
people.  Any  librarian  who  has  published  such 
a  list  will  confer  a  favor  by  sending  a  copy  to 
our  address.  All  lists  received  will  be  promptly 
acknowledged.  EMMA  LOUISE  ADAMS. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY,    | 
PLAINFIELD,  N.  J.   ) 

THE    TWO-BOOK  METHOD   A  T  PRA  TT  INSTI- 
TUTE FREE  LIBRARY. 

I  REGRET  that  the  Pratt  Institute  Free  Li- 
rary  was  not  able  to  send  an  account  of  its  two- 
book  system  for  your  recent  symposium  on 
that  subject,  as  it  did  not  adopt  the  system 
until  September  I.  We  have  for  a  long  time 
given  two  books  on  a  teacher's  card,  provided 
one  was  not  fiction,  and  we  have  now  extended 
the  privilege  to  all  borrowers,  even  children. 
Our  system  of  charging  in  these  cases  is  as 
follows : 

Only  one  book  of  fiction  is  allowed  the  bor- 
rower at  one  time.  Fiction  may  be  kept  one 
week  and  all  other  works  two  weeks.  Only  one 
card  is  used  by  the  borrower  and  different 
colored  stamping-ink  is  used  to  distinguish  fic- 
tion from  non-fiction.  The  borrower's  card  is 
divided  into  parallel  columns  marked  "  taken" 
and  "  returned." 

When  a  work  of  fiction  is  drawn  the  following 
method  is  employed  : 

1.  The  dating-slip  in  the  book  is  stamped  with 
date  of  issue  and  date  when  due. 

2.  The  borrower's  registration  number  is  en- 
tered on  the  book-card  and  also  the  date. 

3.  The  borrower's  card  is  stamped  in  blue  in 
the  column  marked  "  taken." 

When  the  book  drawn  is  not  fiction  the  same 
method  is  employed,  except  that  the  date  on  the 
borrower's  card  is  stamped  in  green. 

When  a  book  is  returned  the  date  of  return  is 
stamped  in  red  in  the  column  marked  "re- 
turned," directly  opposite  the  date  taken.  Thus 
if  the  book  returned  is  fiction,  the  check  is  made 
opposite  the  blue  date  ;  if  not  fiction,  opposite 
the  green  date. 

By  the  use  of  these  two  colors  to  distinguish 
between  the  two  classes  of  books  all  confusion  is 
avoided,  as  the  attendant  at  the  return-desk  is 
able  to  tell  at  a  glance  which  date  to  check  off, 
even  if  the  books  are  returned  at  different  times. 

The  system  has  been  in  operation  since  Sep- 
tember i  and  we  think  it  is  going  to  be  satis- 
factory. Very  truly  yours, 

MARY  W.  PLUMMER. 

PRATT  INSTITUTE  FREE  LIBRARY,  I 
BROOKLYN,  N.  Y.  ) 
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PRINCIPLES  OF  SELECTION  OF  BOOKS.* 
By  MARY  S.  CUTLER,    Vice-Director  N.    Y.  State  Library  School. 


THE  subject  assigned  to  me  is  the  principles 
which  should  guide  in  the  selection  of  books 
for  a  small  library,  which  term,  for  purposes  of 
discussion,  shall  mean  from  500  to  5000 volumes. 

The  work  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion for  the  last  17  years,  the  willingness  on  the 
part  of  all  librarians  to  go  out  of  their  way  to 
help  the  new  libraries,  and  in  New  York  state 
the  library  law  of  1889  and  the  Public  libraries 
department  have  made  the  organization  of  small 
libraries  specially  easy. 

The  problem  of  the  selection  of  books  is  the 
most  difficult  one  the  small  library  has  to  face. 

There  are  three  things  necessary  to  a  success- 
ful library  —  good  books,  good  methods,  and  a 
good  librarian.  To  my  mind,  good  books  and 
a  good  librarian  are  infinitely  more  important 
than  good  methods.  But  in  these  days  it  is 
about  as  easy  to  have  good  methods  as  anti- 
quated ones,  and  certainly  trustees  have  no  ex- 
cuse for  starting  out  with  anything  less  than  the 
best.  These  should  inall  cases  be  simple,  econom- 
ical, and  practical,  having  due  regard  to  prob- 
able growth.  By  methods  I  would  include  not 
simply  cataloging  and  classification,  but  every- 
thing that  has  to  do  with  the  attractiveness  of 
the  library  rooms  and  the  comfort  of  the  reader. 

Nor  do  I  think  it  difficult  to  secure  in  any 
town  a  local  librarian  who  can  be  trained  to 
carry  on  the  simple  methods  which  have  been 
adopted,  and  who  shall  be  active,  alert,  wise, 
and  hospitable  in^ making  the  library  available 
to  every  reader. 

The  real  problem  now  remains  —  the  selection 
of  books,  i.  For  the  original  library.  2.  For 
the  expenditure  of  the  small  appropriation  for 
new  books. 

i.  It  is  seldom  that  a  new  library  is  built 
from  the  foundation.  There  is  usually  a  col- 
lection of  old  books  to  start  with,  often  the 
combination  of  several  old  collections.  It  is  a 
case  requiring  heroic  treatment.  They  should 
be  gone  over  carefully  and  all  those  not  well 
suited  to  the  library  should  be  thrown  out.  To 
do  this  requires  courage,  but  it  pays. 

For  the  selection  of  the  original  library 
the  "A.  L.  A.  library  catalog"  will  probably  be 
used  as  the  basis,  supplementing  this  with  the 


*  Paper  read  before  the  N.  Y.  Library  Association,  New 
York,  Jan.  n,  1895;  Buffalo,  May  17,  1895. 


New  York  travelling  library  lists  and  the  cata- 
logs of  other  small  libraries. 

2.  The  selection  of  new  books  for  the  library. 
I  will  consider  here  the  principles  which  under- 
lie selection,  though  they  would  also  apply  to  a 
considerable  extent  to  the  selection  of  the  origi- 
nal library. 

a.  Who  shall  select  ?  b.  What  shall  he  select  ? 
f.  How  shall  he  select  ? 

(a.)  Who.  Who  will  be  competent  and  willing 
to  study  the  field,  i.e.,  the  books  and  the  read- 
ers, so  that  the  small  yearly  appropriation  shall 
in  his  hands  produce  the  best  possible  results? 
In  many  cases  the  librarian  will  not  be  fitted  for 
it.  If  not,  it  will  be  done  by  some  member  or 
members  of  the  library  committee. 

There  are  three  requisites — abundance'of  time, 
knowledge  of  books,  and  sympathy  with  the 
popular  taste.  I  believe  that,  if  possible,  the 
library  committee  would  do  well  to  put  the 
responsibility  in  the  hands  of  one  of  their  num- 
ber, reserving  the  veto  power  for  exceptional 
cases.  This  plan  would  be  effectual  only  on 
condition  that  the  person  selecting  secured  the 
co-operation  of  a  large  number  of  persons.  This 
can  easily  be  managed  in  a  town  or  village  by  a 
person  with  a  wide  acquaintance. 

It  is  important  to  get  a  great  variety  of  points 
of  view.  Above  all  avoid  the  literary  bias.  It 
is  so  easy  for  things  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
small  clique  of  dilettanti,  with  a  fine  apprecia- 
tion of  the  best  literature,  but  entirely  lacking 
in  sympathy  with  the  sturdy  life  and  thought 
of  every-day  people.  Books  should  be  ordered 
on  approval,  then  they  should  be  wisely  dis- 
tributed and  read  before  purchased.  Children's 
books  should  be  read  by  children  to  see  if  the 
book  is  interesting,  then  by  some  one  who 
makes  a  special  study  of  juvenile  literature  to 
see  if  it  is  up  to  the  required  standard. 

Novels  should  be  read  by  persons  of  widely 
differing  tastes.  Specialists  should  be  used  with 
care.  They  are  of  unusual  service  in  a  college 
library,  but  it  is  hard  to  find  one  who  has  any 
respect  for  a  book  on  his  own  subject  written 
from  a  popular  standpoint.  I  would  rather  say, 
get  help  from  those  who  take  a  special  interest 
in  a  subject,  and  inform  themselves  on  it  with- 
out being  specialists;  e.g.,  a  book  on  amateur 
photography  might  be  submitted  to  an  amateur 
photographer. 
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(b)  What?  The  idea  of  completeness,  unless  in 
the  line  of  local  history,  should  be  banished.  It 
is,  perhaps,  an  instinct  of  a  scholarly  mind.  It 
is  also  the  refuge  of  the  lazy  and  ignorant 
buyer.  To  buy  all  the  books  of  an  author,  or 
all  the  books  in  a  series,  for  the  sake  of  com- 
pleteness is  the  worst  possible  policy.  A  very 
few  authors  may  merit  such  distinction,  but 
it  should  be  because  each  book  has  proved  its 
claim  on  the  needs  of  the  library,  not  on  the 
ground  of  completeness.  It  is  even  more  dan- 
gerous to  get  all  the  books  of  a  series,  for  even 
reputable  publishers  yield  to  the  temptation 
of  working  cheap  books  into  a  really  valuable 
series. 

The  strength  of  a  small  library  is  in  a  perfect 
adaptation  of  means  to  end  ;  i.e.,  books  to  read- 
ers. It  makes  itself  ridiculous  by  following  the 
aims  of  an  encyclopaedic  library,  which  it  can 
never  attain. 

In  a  small  library  a  dull  book,  an  inappropri- 
ate book,  is  not  only  of  no  service  to  the  li- 
brary, it  is  a  positive  injury.  Two  or  three 
such  books  will  often  lose  for  you  permanently 
a  reader  whom  you  have  been  beguiling  to  use 
the  library.  For  the  same  reason  a  strong 
policy  regarding  gifts  is  imperative. 

As  a  rule  omit  law  and  medical  books,  paper- 
covered  books  and  all  books  purely  technical, 
unless  the  latter  are  likely  to  be  used  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  people.  However,  if  man- 
aged with  care,  it  is  desirable  to  buy  technical 
books  for  a  few  people  where  they  cannot  af- 
ford to  buy  them  for  themselves. 

Regard  should  be  had  to  balance  of  subjects, 
though  it  is  unwise  to  follow  a  hard-and-fast 
rule.  It  is  well  to  bear  this  in  mind  whenever  ad- 
ditions are  made,  which  should  be  at  least  once 
a  quarter,  or,  better,  once  a  month.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  neglected  subjects  should  be 
filled  up. 

In  making  additions  current  books  will  natu- 
rally use  up  a  large  share  of  the  funds,  possibly 
two-thirds,  but  the  remaining  one-third  should 
be  carefully  reserved  for  the  regular  addition  of 
standard  works  and  of  old  books  needed  to  meet 
demands  of  the  readers. 

Close  observers  of  the  reading  in  popular 
libraries  tell  us  that  children  and  untutored 
adults  do  not  enjoy  reading  short  stories  ;  also 
that  many  children  are  exceedingly  fond  of 
poetry.  The  contrary  would  seem  likely  to 
be  true.  The  fact  is,  therefore,  worth  men- 
tioning from  its  relation  to  selection.  It  sug- 
gests the  desirability  of  studying  the  circula- 
tion. 


It  is  well  to  bear  this  in  mind  when  planning 
the  charging  system.  In  the  book-card  sys- 
tem which  is  generally  used,  the  addition  of  the 
author  and  title  to  the  call  number  of  each  book 
on  its  book  card  will  expedite  this  study  of  the 
circulation.  Of  course,  puchases  should  not  be 
in  direct  proportion  to  circulation.  80  %  of  the 
circulation  might  be  fiction;  it  should  not  for 
that  reason  form  80  %  of  the  library. 

(c)  How  ?  The  Publishers'  -weekly  is  indis- 
pensable. The  Nation,  Critic,  Dial,  and  Liter- 
ary world are  the  most  useful  critical  journals. 
The  following  plan  is  approved  by  the  usage  of 
some  of  the  best  medium-sized  libraries: 

Check  in  the  Publishers'  weekly  all  books 
likely  to  be  wanted,  cut  out  and  mount  on  slips. 
Annotate  titles  with  abbreviated  references  to 
critical  articles.  When  ready  to  order,  select 
the  most  timely  and  useful  books  in  the  list, 
leaving  the  others  as  a'reserve  fund.  Order  on 
approval.  Add  to  slips  opinions  of  those  who 
have  read  or  examined  the  books. 

When  reading  reviews  one  not  infrequently 
finds  an  admirable  concise  criticism  or  evalu- 
ation of  an  author.  Copy  these  on  slips  and 
arrange  alphabetically  by  authors.  It  will  be 
of  service  to  the  person  selecting  and  to  his 
successor.  It  will  not  be  worth  while  for  stand- 
ard authors;  but  it  will  be  specially  useful  for 
authors  who  are  authorities  on  special  subjects. 

I  will  give  two  or  three  illustrations  of  this 
idea: 

JACOBS,  Joseph. 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Jacobs  has  made  an  honorable 
name  among  folklorists,  and  is  the  editor  of 
the  official  organ  of  the  English  Folk-lore  soc." 
Christian  Union  bk.  annual.  5  D.  91.  p.  1141. 

FREDERIC,  Harold. 

"  As  the  London  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y. 
Times  he  has  distinguished  himself  as  almost 
the  only  competent  letter-writer  fr.  the  Old 
World  to  the  New.  .  .  .  He  sometimes  has  a 
curious  squint  which  prevents  his  seeing  straight; 
but  for  good,  all-round  work,  great  industry, 
and  capacity  for  saying  what  he  has  to  say  in 
clear,  interesting  English,  Mr.  Harold  Frederic 
is  the  best  of  English  correspondents."  .  .  . 
Review  of  Reviews,  S  91,  4  : 227. 

HEARN,  Lafcadio.  c 

"  Mr.  Hearn  is  a  student  of  style.  After  that 
he  is  a  dreamer  of  dreams,  and  somewhat  later 
still  a  collector  of  facts.  ...  There  is  masterly 
variation.  But  whatever  the  form  and  what- 
ever the  matter,  the  strife  is  always  for  effect. 
It  is  almost  always  artistic,  but  it  is  rarely  free 
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from  the  impression  of  self-consciousness." 
(See  N.  Y.  Daily  Tribune,  28  O'g4,  p.  14,  column 
41.) 

This  principle  is  used  to  advantage  in  Mr. 
Lemcke's  extremely  useful  "  Catalogue  of  Ger- 
man literature." 

The  whole  subject  of  the  selection  of  books  is 
a  fascinating  one.  I  have  only  touched  it  on 
the  surface.  It  is  a  subject  which  is  to  appear 
oftener  on  library  programs  and  occupy  more 
and  more  the  attention  of  the  best  librarians.  I 
believe  that  10  years  from  now  we  shall  be 


ashamed  of  the  libraries  of  to-day,  because  they 
are  collections,  not  selections.  I  am  glad  that 
the  program  of  this  meeting  does  not  stop  at 
principles  of  selection,  but  goes  on  to  discuss 
individual  books.  This  has  already  been  done 
in  the  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  library  club 
and  will  be  an  important  feature  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
meetings.  Why  should  we  compare  notes  on 
charging  systems,  book  supports,  and  entry  of 
pseudonyms  and  be  afraid  to  talk  about  the 
books  themselves  ?  "  This  ought  ye  to  have 
done  and  not  to  have  left  the  other  undone." 


DIRECTORIES  IN  PUBLIC   REFERENCE  LIBRARIES. 
BY  REUBEN  G.  THWAITES,  Secretary  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin. 


I  WONDER  how  many  of  our  large  public  ref- 
erence libraries  are  in  the  habit  of  accumulating 
miscellaneous  city  and  state  directories,  old  and 
current?  Not  many,  I  fancy;  yet,  if  members 
of  our  craft  generally  understood  the  practical 
value  of  these,  in  numerous  lines  of  research, 
there  would  be  a  wider  demand  for  this  now 
largely  neglected  class  of  books. 

I  have  visited  many  an  ambitious  city  library, 
whose  otherwise  enterprising  chief  has  looked 
me  to  scorn  when  I  inquired  whether  be  had  a 
full  file  of  his  own  city  directories —  "  We  have 
no  room  for  'such  rot  ! "  Yet,  if  you  will  bear 
with  me,  these  contemporary  lists  of  the  city's 
inhabitants,  together  with  full  files  of  the  local 
newspapers  —  the  daily  mirror  of  the  city's 
life  —  would  be  quite  as  important  on  his  shelves 
as  anything  else  he  has  there  ;  more  so  than 
many  of  his  volumes. 

The  duty  of  each  city  librarian  to  collect  local 
directories  and  newspapers  is  to  me  so  self-evi- 
dent that  it  seems  superfluous  to  argue  the  matter. 
What  I  would  like  to  do  is  to  call  the  attention 
of  reference  librarians  to  the  value  of  general 
collections  of  directories.  The  office  of  the  ref- 
erence library  is  to  supply  information  to  the 
public,  be  it  practical  or  aesthetic,  and  several 
classes  of  persons  in  every  large  community  find 
miscellaneous  directories  of  great  importance  to 
them :  the  genealogist,  the  biographer,  the  student 
of  names,  eagerly  pore  over  these  dusty  old  books 
and  find  in  them  many  a  missing  link;  detectives 
tracing  the  whereabouts  of  criminals,  and  law- 
yers hunting  heirs  to  estates  could  ill  dispense 
with  directories;  postal  officials  seeking  clues  for 
forwarding  "  blind"  mail  matter,  where  perhaps 
a  New  Orleans  street  is  inadvertently  written  on 
an  envelope  intended  for  Winnipeg,  need  direc- 


tories and  plenty  of  them;  and  not  altogether  to 
be  despised  is  the  man  who  wishes  to  select  ad- 
dresses to  which  more  or  less  appropriate  circu- 
lars may  be  mailed.  A  wide  range  of  queries, 
many  of  them  of  supreme  importance,  are 
answered  by  the  directories;  any  keeper  of  a 
collection  of  them  can  tell  you  curious  tales  of 
his  experiences  which  would  make  good  material 
for  the  fiction-writers  —  I  do  not  now  recall  that 
any  one  has  yet  given  us  a  directory  story.  I 
make  no  charge  for  thus  suggesting  a  new  and 
fertile  field  to  A.  L.  A.  members  who  are  am- 
bitious to  load  the  magazines  with  out-of-hours' 
copy.  In  a  variety  of  ways  — commercial,  pro- 
fessional, and  literary  —  collections  of  direc- 
tories are  of  real  value,  and  they  are  eagerly 
sought.  Public  librarians  are  seldom  appealed 
to  for  this  sort  of  thing,  for  it  is  generally  rec- 
ognized as  a  field  which  not  many  of  them  enter ; 
a  few  historical  societies  and  state  libraries  do 
something  in  this  line,  more  or  less  spasmodi- 
cally, but  there  is  room  for  some  large  reference 
library,  centrally  located,  with  ample  means,  to 
make  a  record  here;  its  collection  will  not  lack 
patrons. 

Meanwhile,  the  leading  directory  men  them- 
selves are,  in  some  measure,  meeting  the  pub- 
lic demand  for  this  sort  of  literature.  By  ex- 
change or  purchase,  sometimes  by  both,  many 
of  them  have  in  their  central  offices  considerable 
libraries  of  current  dictionaries  of  other  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  cities,  those  of  say  four  years  of 
age  being  removed  from  the  cases  as  fast  as  the 
latest  crop  comes  in.  All  publishers  in  cities  of 
the  first  class  —  with  the  exception  of  the  Trow 
Directory  Co.,  of  New  York  —  and  many  of 
those  of  the  second  class,  make  a  piactice  of 
exchanging  directories  in  order  to  accommodate 
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their  own  customers.  The  Trows,  who  keep  a 
collection  covering  500  cities  —  probably  the 
largest  in  America  —  purchase  the  books  direct, 
and  will  not  exchange;  they  themselves  furnish 
advertisers  with'Jists  of  names,  and  contract  to 
address  and  mail  circulars. 

The  regulations  for  the  public  use  of  these 
directory  libraries"  vary  greatly.  I  think  the 
Trows  make  no  charge  for  single  consultations, 
but  impose  a  fee  for  the  use  of  the  books  when 
lists  are  copied  from  them;  in  St.  Louis  the  Gould 
Directory  Co.  charges  25  cents  for  each  single 
reference,  and  in  Chicago  Polk  charges  10  cents. 
I  have  been  told  that  Boyd,  of  Washington,  em- 
ploys in  his  library  five  or  six  young  women  to 
wait  upon  customers,  and  charges  two  dollars 
for  a  three  hours'  consultation  ;  and  I  have  it 
from  what  seems  good^authority,  that  a  not  un- 
common rate  in  several  other  cities  is  a  dollar 
for  the  detailed  use  of  each  directory.  The 
Postmaster-General  orders  a  copy  of  each  of  the 
leading  directories  for  each  of  the  first  and  sec- 
ond class  post-offices,  but  these  are  not  open  to 
the  public. 

The  principal  directory  libraries  in  the  United 
States,  accessible  to  the  public,  and  covering 


from  50  to  500  cities  each,  are  in  Albany,  At- 
lanta, Baltimore,  Boston,  Brooklyn,  Buffalo, 
Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Denver,  Hart- 
ford, Jersey  City,  Kansas  City,  Louisville,  Mil- 
waukee, Nashville,  New  York,  Omaha,  Phila- 
delphia, Richmond,  San  Francisco,  St.  Louis, 
Syracuse,  Topeka,  and  Washington  ;  there  is 
also  one  at  Toronto.  For  commercial  purposes 
these  collections  of  current  directories  doubtless 
serve  their  patrons  sufficiently  well;  but,  as 
above  pointed  out,  none  of  them  keep  up  their 
files  for  more  than  a  few  years  back  ;  thus  they 
are  of  little  avail  to  the  student  in  history  and 
sociology,  whose  investigations,  as  often,  in- 
deed, do  those  of  the  estate  or  criminal  lawyer, 
cover  a  far  wider  period  than  this.  Without  in- 
juring the  business  of  those  who  maintain  private 
libraries  of  current  directories,  any  public  libra- 
rian, in  a  large  town,  who  has  abundant  re- 
sources of  space  and  money,  can  at  least  gather 
and  preserve  the  old  directories,  and  make  him- 
self blessed  to  many  searchers  for  facts;  indeed, 
he  will  not  need  much  money  for  this  purpose 
if  he  is  intrenched  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
local  directory  firm,  and  contents  himself  with 
the  castaways  of  the  latter's  growing  collection. 


FICTION   IN   PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.* 
BY  EDWIN  H.  WOODRUFF,  Librarian  of  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University. 


THIS  topic,  as  a  matter  for  discussion  by 
librarians,  is  undoubtedly  somewhat  frayed  ; 
and  probably  the  final  word  will  never  be  uttered 
upon  the  subject.  But  as  it  is  said  that  charity  is 
extremely  beneficial  to  the  giver,  even  though  it 
may  not  add  greatly  to  the  welfare  of  the  re- 
cipient, so  perhaps  we  may  be  permitted  to  talk 
over  this  old  question  merely  .for  the  purpose  of 
clarifying  by  expression  our  own  more  or  less 
unsettled  views,  though  the  process  may  not 
add  to  our  neighbors'  information  or  change 
their  opinions. 

Moreover,  the  subject  is  large  enough  to  offer 
ample  room  for  consideration.  Fiction  deals 
largely  with  human  emotions  and  their  opera- 
tions, and  on  this  side  we  skirt  the  rugged 
domain  of  ethics.  Its  instrument  is  literary 
form,  and  here  we  are  brought  alongside  the 
pleasant  field  of  aesthetics.  And  to  ask  whether 
the  city  or  state  should  supply  fiction  for  the 
amusement  of  the  people  is  to  be  launched  into 
the  irrepressible  conflict  that  political  scientists 

*  Read  before  the  Library  Association  of  Central  Cali- 
fornia, San  Francisco,  May  10, 1895. 


and  economists  are  waging  over  individualism 
and  socialism. 

At  the  1894  meeting  of  the  American  Library 
Association  the  question  of  fiction  in  public 
libraries  was  again  brought  up,  the  addresses 
having  been  elicited  by  this  question  :  "  Is  the 
free  public  library  justified  in  supplying  its 
readers  .  .  .  books  of  entertainment  only, 
such,  for  example,  as  the  ruck  of  common 
novels  ?  "  It  is  not,  "  for  example,"  the  ruck  of 
common  histories,  such  as  Froude's  seemed  in 
the  eye  of  Freeman,  or  the  ruck  of  popular 
scientific  works  —  "Oh,  my!  science,"  as  it  is 
called  by  the  Impassive  and  relentless  Simon 
Pure  scientific  investigator.  But  it  is  the 
"  ruck  of  common  novels."  It  turns  out  that 
"  ruck,"  according  to  the  dictionary,  is  a  harm- 
less word  and  means  only  the  common  run. 
But  whatever  the  dictionary  sstys  one  feels  the 
contemptuous  implication.  So,  too,  in  following 
back,  through  the  volumes  of  the  LIBKARY 
JOURNAL,  the  abstracts  of  the  annual  reports  of 
public  libraries,  one  remarks  the  tone  of  despair 
with  which  one  public  librarian  refers  to  the  in 
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crease  of  two  per  cent,  in  the  circulation  of  fic- 
tion in  bis  library,  and  the  corresponding  out- 
burst of  joy  by  another  librarian  at  the  reduction 
of  three  per  cent,  in  the  circulation  of  fiction  in 
his  library.  At  the  Chicago  conference  of 
librarians  in  1893  a  summary  was  given  of  an- 
swers to  requests  for  opinions  by  librarians 
upon  the  circulation  of  fiction.  And  it  was  to 
this  effect:  "The  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, voiced  by  60  of  the  75  librarians  to  whom 
letters  were  sent,  gives  forth  no  uncertain 
sound  as  to  the  necessity  and  duty  of  restrict- 
ing the  provision  for  fiction  (novels,  strictly 
so  speaking)  to  the  smallest  possible  quantity  of 
the  best  quality." 

Does  this  not  indicate  that  we  are  always 
placing  fiction  on  the  defensive  ?  It  is  true  that 
such  prejudices  may  have  arisen  from  the 
librarian's  honest  care  for  the  soul  of  the  reader 
and  may  be  based  upon  actual  observation  of 
the  evil  effects  of  fiction- reading.  But  it  may 
well  be  asked  if  much  of  the  prejudice  is  not  an 
inherited  relic  from  our  Puritanic  great-grand- 
parents, to  whom  story-books  were  silly  and 
wicked  and  who  found  the  imaginative  side  of 
their  natures  fully  terrified  and  satisfied  with  a 
blazing  description  of  "  the  other  place  "  which, 
in  a  two-hour  sermon,  some  local  Jonathan 
Edwards  could  pave  with  the  incandescent  skulls 
of  unbaptized  infants. 

If  this  is  an  evil  to  be  suppressed,  what  is  its 
extent?  —  what  is  the  strength  of  the  enemy  ? 
The  Chicago  summary  just  referred  to  shows 
that  in  response  to  the  question,  "  What  is  the 
per  cent,  of  issue  of  fiction  in  your  library  ? " 
over  so'replies  were  received  and  that  the  aver- 
age yearly  issue  of  fiction  was  56  percent.  The 
lowest  was  eight  per  cent.,  the  highest  80.  The 
fact  that  one  library  shows  only  eight  per  cent, 
issue  probably  indicates  that  at  least  one  library 
was  included  that  did  not  pretend  to  supply  fic- 
tion. It  is  not  unlikely  that  56  per  cent,  was 
somewhat  of  an  underestimate  ;  for  in  going 
through  the  abstracts  of  the  annual  reports 
for  1891  -  2,  as  given  in  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL, 
and  taking  the  public  and  subscription  libraries 
as  they  come,  it  will  be  found  that  the  average 
issue  of  fiction  for  54  libraries  was  68  per  cent. 
This  list  included  libraries  of  all  sizes  and  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  from  the  great 
Boston  Public  Library,  which  issued  73  percent., 
to  the  small  library  at  Santa  Rosa,  California, 
which  issued  63  per  cent.  The  highest  was  the 
Carnegie  Library,  Allegheny  City,  with  90  per 
cent.,  and  the  lowest  the  Cleveland  Library 


with  42  per  cent.  Among  those  issuing  the 
larger  percent,  were  Chelsea,  Mass.,  85  percent., 
Jersey  City,  86  ;  and  the  lower  per  cent.,  Law- 
rence, Mass.,  43,  and  Cambridge,  Mass. ,  45. 

It  is  not  an  unreasonable  approximation  to 
say  that  the  average  annual  per  cent,  issue  of 
fiction  in  the  public  libraries  in  this  country  is 
68  per  cent.  But  this  is  not  so  appalling  as  it 
seems.  It  practically  means  that  of  every  three 
volumes  issued  (not  to  the  same  person,  of 
course)  two  are  fiction  and  one  is  not  fiction. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  library  is  not  therefore 
filling  68  per  cent,  of  the  reading  time  of  its 
constituents  with  fiction,  for,  say  that  at  a  liberal 
estimate  it  takes  one-third  as  long  to  read  a 
novel  as  to  read  a  scientific  or  historical  book  in 
order  to  get  the  ascribed  benefit  of  the  instructive 
book,  then  68  should  be  divided  by  3  and 
the  result  compared  with  32  in  order  to  determine 
whether  the  public  library  is  devoting  itself 
chiefly  to  the  improvement  or  entertainment  of 
its  readers. 

But  let  us  grant  that  the  public  library  fills 
with  imaginative  literature,  of  a  more  or  less 
high  order,  68  per  cent,  of  the  time  that  its  con- 
stituents give  to  books.  Is  this,  on  the  whole, 
such  an  undue  proportion  as  to  be  injurious  ? 
Here,  to  be  fair,  one  must  ask  whether  the  total 
amount  of  time  given  to  the  reading  of  imagina- 
tive literature  supplied  by  the  public  libraries  is 
extravagant  when  one  considers  it  with  reference 
to  the  total  amount  of  time  given  by  the  same 
persons,  under  the  stress  of  modern  life,  to  work 
always  present  or  impending. 

A  tentative  classification  of  those  to  whom 
the  library  supplies  fiction,  and  an  inquiry  into 
the  purpose  for  which  they  read  it,  may  de- 
termine whether  68  per  cent,  issue  of  fiction 
is  an  evil  of  the  magnitude  it  seems,  and 
whether  this  demand  is  not  in  response  to  a 
legitimate  need. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  professional  man  —  law- 
yer, scholar,  or  doctor  —  who  works  chiefly  with 
his  trained  intellect.  These  readers  may  be  dis- 
missed briefly,  as  they  probably  do  not  rely 
upon  public  libraries  for  their  fiction.  But, 
nevertheless,  instances  of  novel-hunger  among 
such  men  shows  how  imperatively  those  who  are 
under  the  pressure  of  brain-work  demand  to 
be  taken  out  of  themselves.  You  will  recall 
those  passages  in  "Darwin's  life  and  letters" 
in  which  we  find  him  resting  every  day  in  the 
forenoon  between  9:30  and  10:30  with  a  novel 
being  read  to  him,  and  again  in  the  after- 
noon resting  and  listening  to  a  novel  or  other 
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book  not  scientific,  and  again,  after  an  hour's 
work,  returning  to  the  novel  once  more.  His 
son  says:  "He  was  extremely  fond  of  novels, 
and  I  remember  the  pleasure  with  which  he 
would  anticipate  having  a  novel  read  to  him. 
He  took  a  vivid  interest  in  both  plot  and  charac- 
ter, and  would  on  no  account  know  beforehand 
how  the  story  finished."  Darwin  himself  says; 
"  Novels  which  are  works  of  the  imagination, 
although  not  of  a  very  high  order,  have  been 
for  years  a  wonderful  relief  and  pleasure  to  me, 
and  I  often  bless  all  novelists.  A  surprising 
number  have  been  read  to  me,  and  I  like  all.  if 
moderately  good  and  if  they  do  not  end  un- 
happily —  against  which  a  law  ought  to  be 
passed.  A  novel,  according  to  my  taste,  does 
not  come  under  the  best  class  unless  it  contains 
some  person  whom  one  can  truly  love,  and  if  a 
pretty  woman,  all  the  better."  These  instances 
are  not  amiss,  for  if  such  men,  with  the  larger 
lives  they  live,  find  a  happy  relief  in  fiction,  how 
much  more  do  those  who  work  with  their  hands 
need  some  of  the  life  and  movement  of  the 
novel.  But  the  men  of  intellect  who  read  novels 
do  not  ask  the  solicitude  of  the  public  librarian. 
Indeed,  any  attempt  to  correct  their  novelhabit 
would  be  an  impertinence. 

To  turn  now  to  a  second  class  of  fiction- 
readers,  namely  those  persons  of  too  consid- 
erable leisure  who  read  novels  to  kill  time, 
and  are  not  under  the  necessity  of  doing  use- 
ful things  for  themselves,  or  even  of  knowing 
about  the  useful  things  that  others  are  doing 
for  them.  Of  this  class  Lydia  Languish  is  the 
type.  How  many  librarians  join  with  Sir  An- 
thony Absolute  in  his  exclamation,  when  they 
think  of  the  Lydias  who  devour  "  Reward  of 
constancy  "  or  the  "  Mistakes  of  a  heart "  :  "A 
circulating  library  in  a  town  is  an  evergreen- 
tree  of  diabolical  knowledge  which  blossoms 
through  the  year;  and  depend  upon  it,  Mrs. 
Malaprop,  that  they  who  are  so  fond  of  handling 
the  leaves  will  long  for  the  fruit  at  last."  But 
let  us  not  worry  for  the  fate  of  these  readers. 
The  Lydia  of  to-day  is  not  languishing;  she  is 
knowing,  and  takes  her  story  with  a  grain  of 
salt,  and  the  class  is  getting  smaller  for  causes 
which  the  librarian  does  not  control.  The  many 
opportunities  now  open  to  women,  in  which  they 
may  find  pleasant  employment  for  their  faculties, 
rids  them  of  the  necessity  they  formerly  felt  of 
living  their  lives  through  novels,  because  they 
could  not  live  them  in  the  working  world. 
There  is  a  third  and  very  important  group  of 


fiction-readers  for  whom  the  librarian  feels  a 
wise  concern — the  children.  Here.no  doubt, 
there  is  real  responsibility;  somebody,  whether 
it  be  parent  or  librarian  or  teacher,  or  all  three, 
should  guide  the  reading  of  children.  But 
above  all  do  not  let  us  feel  that  we  should  guide 
the  child  away  from  stories,  but  through  them, 
and  as  we  go  through  them  let  us  not  hurry, 
but  saunter.  How  many  librarians  think  that 
they  are  ordained  to  snare  a  live  boy  with  Oliver 
Optic,  put  him  into  anaesthetic  dreams  by  a 
book  of  travel,  kill  him  with  a  large  dose  of 
history,  and  then  stuff  the  remains  with  popular 
science.  This  is  to  think  that  the  boy  has  but 
one  side  to  his  nature  —  his  insulated  intellect. 
A  board  having  but  one  side  is  a  pretty  thin 
board.  The  true  line  of  progression  on  this 
side  of  his  nature  is  from  Oliver  Optic  to  Thack- 
eray and  George  Eliot,  not  from  Oliver  Optic  to 
Kant's  "  Critique  of  pure  reason."  He  should 
be  able  to  feel  as  well  as  to  know.  Matthew 
Arnold  tells  of  an  English  youth  who,  when 
called  upon  to  paraphrase  this  line  in"  Macbeth," 
"Canst  thou  not  minister  to  a  mind  diseased  ?" 
turned  it  into  "  Can  you  not  wait  upon  the  luna- 
tic?" and  adds:  "  If  I  were  driven  to  choose,  I 
think  I  would  rather  have  a  young  person  ig- 
norant about  the  moon's  diameter  but  aware 
that  '  Can  you  not  wait  upon  the  lunatic? '  is  bad, 
than  a  young  person  whose  education  has  been 
such  as  to  manage  things  the  other  way."  It  is 
proper  for  the  librarian  to  direct  the  reading  of 
the  young  so  far  as  he  can.  But  while  he  is 
doing  so  he  ought  not  to  be  rigid  with  the  con- 
viction that  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  child's  read- 
ing should  be  Herbert  Spencer,  and  that  any 
tendency  Thackerayward  should  be  checked. 
It  would  seem  that  with  the  inordinate  amount 
and  variety  of  knowledge  that  is  crammed  into 
school-children  at  present  it  is  not  impossible 
that  the  time  may  come  when  the  librarian  will 
find  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  turn  about  and 
shunt  off  the  child  from  Herbert  Spencer  and 
toward  Thackeray.  At  any  rate,  it  is  a  fair 
question  to  "ask  if  [the  reading'  of  imaginative 
literature  by  children  4is  .really  excessive  when 
we  consider  the  unresting  efforts  that  are  given 
to  their  instruction  about  the  unvarnished  prose 
facts  of  human  existence. 

There  is  one  other  class  of  fiction-readers  left 
to  consider.  These  are  the  wage  -  earners. 
Some  25  years  ago  a  philanthropist  in  New 
York  State  founded  a  great  university  in  which 
students  were  to  acquire  a  university  educa- 
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tion  and  at  the  same  time  do  profitable  manual 
labor.  The  institution  is  a  great  university  still, 
but  the  original  idea  was  abandoned  early.  It 
was  found  that  the  student's  energy  has  a  limit, 
and  that  if  all  is  given  to  manual  work  nothing 
is  left  for  mental  work.  The  librarian  of  the 
Carnegie  Library,  Allegheny  City,  says  in  his 
report  for  1892,  "  It  may  safely  be  stated  that 
the  majority  of  readers  are  from  the  great  mid- 
dle or  working  class."  And  it  is  in  that  city 
we  find  the  largest  per  cent,  issue  of  fiction. 
Here  is  the  testimony  from  another  manufact- 
uring town.  The  librarian  of  the  Bronson  Li- 
brary, Waterbury,  Ct.  (LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  17  : 
48),  after  long  attention,  says  he  is  convinced 
that  the  large  per  cent,  of  fiction  means  that  we 
are  an  overworked  people.  The  kind  of  labor 
performed  by  three-quarters  of  the  operators 
demands  unremitting  attention,  and  probably 
no  other  means  so  innocent  can  be  found  to 
take  the  place  of  fiction.  Miss  James,  the  li- 
brarian of  the  People's  Palace,  London,  says : 
"  Fiction  is  most  popular;  I  do  not  deplore  the 
fact.  Most  of  it  is  standard  literature,  and  we 
East  Enders  have  so  little  imagination  that  no 
harm  is  done  in  stimulating  this  faculty." 

The  hard  grind  of  daily  toil  tends  to  limit  the 
emotions  and  make  them  automatic.  The  feel- 
ings, except  those  that  are  primitive,  tend  to 
stagnate.  They  need  to  be  stirred,  rectified, 
and  how  can  this  be  done  more  innocently  than 
by  imaginative  literature,  even  though  crude 
and  inartistic,  if  it  is  honest  and  clean.  It  seems 
to  me  that  in  a  community  of  working  people 
even  90  per  cent,  issue  of  fiction  is  none  too 
great  if  10  hours  a  day  are  given  to  the  strug- 
gle for  reasonable  existence.  There  are  some 
ambitious  artisans  who  want  to  read  something 
other  than  fiction,  and  to  these  the  library 
should  afford  every  opportunity.  But  the  fact 
remains  that  the  vast  majority  of  wage-earners 
most  likely  need,  and  should  therefore  have, 
such  clean  fiction  as  they  may  ask  for,  even 
though  it  makes  the  per  cent,  issue  of  fiction  run 
up  to  90.  As  a  result  of  this  view  of  the  needs  of 
readers  is,  then,  the  68  per  cent,  issue  of  fiction > 
shown  by  the  statistics  from  public  libraries  of 
the  United  States,  really  excessive? 

But  if  it  is  an  evil,  what  are  the  remedies? 
Novels  may  be  roughly  classified  as  follows  : 

First,  classics,  among  the  older  of  which  we 
may  name  Fielding,  Smollett,  and  Richardson  ; 
and  among  the  modern,  George  Eliot,  Thack- 
eray, and  Dickens. 
Second,  the  common  run,  varying  in  the  de- 


grees of  commonness  from  Hardy,  Black,  and 
Howells  to  Roe,  Holmes,  and  Southworth. 

Third,  the  vicious  and  immoral,  such,  for  ex- 
ample, as  those  of  the  so-called  decadents. 

Novels  of  the  first  class  are  not  likely  to  be 
harmful.  They  belong  to  the  history  of  litera- 
ture and  their  style  is  not  in  accord  with  modern 
tastes.  The  second-named  class  is  not  harmful, 
unless,  like  every  other  thing  harmless  in  Itself, 
it  is  used  to  excess.  Whether,  considering  the 
conditions  of  modern  life,  it  is  likely  to  be  used 
to  excess  I  have  tried  to  show.  And  just  here, 
in  connection  with  this  class,  it  may  not  be  su- 
perfluous to  say  one  word  in  favor  of  much  of 
what  is  called  sensational  fiction.  It  may  be 
thought  that  by  squeezing  out  sensational  fiction, 
the  quality  of  a  library  is  being  absolutely  im- 
proved ;  but  it  is  just  this  sensational  fiction 
that  bridges  the  gap  between  the  Police  Gazette, 
which  libraries,  of  course,  cannot  keep  on  hand, 
and  something  better.  And  there  is  no  other 
way  for  the  helplessly  and  not  hopelessly  de- 
praved to  get  across  the  gap  than  by  using  sen- 
sational fiction.  Such  fiction  may  be  violat- 
ing good  taste  and  to  the  intellectual  reader  may 
seem  puerile.  But  if  it  is  not  immoral  it  would 
seem  to  have  a  legitimate  place  in  the  public 
library. 

The  third  class  of  fiction  ought  to  be  excluded 
from  the  public  library;  if  the  professional  man 
or  person  of  leisure  wants  it  he  should  buy  it 
himself;  it  should  be  kept  from  the  young,  and 
the  working  people  do  not  want  it.  These 
want,  like  Darwin,  a  novel  that  ends  happily, 
and  in  which  at  least  there  is  one  character  the 
reader  may  love. 

In  conclusion  and  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
think  that  68  per  cent,  issue  of  fiction  is  exces- 
sive, let  me  enumerate  some  remedies  that  have 
been  successful.  First,  the  formation  of  literary 
reading  clubs.  These  may  change  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  the  character  of  the  reading  of 
the  leisure  class.  Second,  the  establishment  of 
vital  relations  between  public  school  and  public 
library.  This  may  effect  a  change  in  the  char- 
acter of  books  read  by  the  young.  Third,  the 
placing  of  new  books  where  the  public  may  see 
them.  This  may  entice  the  attention  of  readers 
of  any  class  away  from  fiction.  Fourth,  the  per- 
sonal influence  of  the  librarian  and  his  assistants 
in  turning  the  people  from  fiction  to  some  other 
kind  of  literature.  But  the  librarian  should  be 
quite  sure  that  the  reader  whom  he  is  enticing 
away  from  fiction  ought  to  be  enticed  from 
fiction. 
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A  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  CONFERENCE  AT 
BRUSSELS. 

THE  Office  International  de  Bibliographic, 
which  was  successfully  launched  under  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Belgian  Government  last  year, 
held  a  conference  at  the  Hotel  Ravenstein,  Brus- 
sels, September  2-4.  The  conference  was  deter- 
mined upon  too  late  in  the  season  to  secure  the 
international  character  to  which  its  interest  and 
its  importance  entitled  it,  although  the  number 
of  communications  received  by  the  committee 
showed  that  the  plan  had  aroused  general  inter- 
est among  bibliographers. 

At  the  opening  session  between  40  and  50 
members  were  present  when  M.  le  Chevalier 
Lescamps-David,  the  president,  welcomed  the 
delegates.  Among  them  were  M.  F6tis,  the 
venerable  chief  librarian  of  the  Bibliotheque 
Royale,  Brussels ;  A.  J.  Wauters,  Stainier, 
Limousin;  J.  Carl,  and  Paul  Bergmans.  The 
primary  object  of  the  congress  was  explained 
by  one  of  its  principal  organizers,  M.  Henri 
Lafontaine,  who  described  it  as  an  attempt  to 
arrive  at  a  general  system  of  cataloging  at  once 
simple  and  scientific.  The  system  proposed  is 
known  as  the  classification  d/cimale  and  is 
founded  on  the  Dewey  D.  C. ,  which  has 
been  modified  in  various  details  by  MM.  H. 
Lafontaine  and  P.  Otlet,  the  directors  of  the 
Office  International  de  Bibliographic.  As  a 
practical  illustration  of  their  system,  MM. 
Lafontaine  and  Otlet  exhibited  a  "  Bibliogra- 
phia  Sociologica,"  in  which  over  4000  books 
are  classified  and  cataloged.  At  the  congress 
the  system  was  the  subject  of  much  and  se- 
vere criticism,  but  the  first  session  concluded, 
after  much  discursive  argument,  with  the  reso- 
lution that  the  conference  considered  the  deci- 
mal system  highly  satisfactory  from  a  practical 
point  of  view,  and  in  view  of  the  general  appli- 
cation of  the  Dewey  system,  recommended  its 
integral  adoption  by  bibliographers  throughout 
the  world. 

The  second  day's  session  was  largely  contro- 
versial, and  covered  many  questions  which 
were  discussed  with  animation.  The  leading 
subject  was  the  advisability  of  instituting,  or 
rather  of  creating  international  bibliographical 
unions,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  to  press  the 
project  on  the  Belgian  Government.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  Office  International  de  Bibli- 
ographic was  discussed  at  length  and  with 
divergence  of  opinion.  In  the  end  it  was  unan- 
imously agreed  that  the  Office  should  be,  above 
all,  an  exclusively  scientific  association. 

Its  functions  are  to  include  the  classification 
and  description  of  the  products  of  human  thought 
—  to  determine  the  unites  bibliographiques,  so 
as  to  facilitate  and  perfect  the  uniform  and  sci- 
entific character  of  international  classification. 
The  Institut  is  to  hold  an  annual  session,  at 
which  the  progress  of  the  previous  12  months 
will  be  reviewed,  and  it  will  select  its  member 
from  among  persons,  institutions,  and  associa- 
tions oractically  engaged  in  bibliographical  or 
immediately  kindred  work. 

The  third  session  was  a  short  one.  On 
the  proposition  of  M.  Otlet,  it  was  decided 


that  the  tables  of  the  decimal  classification  be 
translated  into  German  and  Italian.  Before  the 
congress  adjourned  M.  Deschamps  briefly  re- 
viewed the  chief  points  which  had  been  venti- 
lated during  the  session.  Following  this  came 
an  informal  inspection  of  the  working  rooms  of 
MM.  Lafontaine  and  Otlet  and  of  their  30  col- 
laborators. When  it  is  stated  that  within  a 
very  short  period  they  have  practically  pre- 
pared for  the  press  nearly  half  a  million  titles 
of  books  and  pamphlets,  some  faint  idea  of  the 
magnitude  of  their  undertaking  may  be  obtained. 
It  is,  as  the  London  Athenaum  correctly  judges, 
'  by  far  too  large  for  private  enterprise,  or 
even  for  a  society;  and,  indeed,  it  cannot  hope 
for  success  without  the  practical  adhesion  of 
the  various  governments.  Given  this,  its  ad- 
vantages would  be  manifold  to  every  country  in 
the  world." 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  IN  MARYLAND. 

AT  the  2gth  convention  of  the  Maryland  State 
Teachers'  Association, held  at  the  Blue  Mountain 
House,  July  9-12,  1895,  Dr.  Bernard  C.  StHner 
librarian  of  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Libiary, 
Baltimore,  presented  an  interesting  pate>  <n 
"  Public  schools  and  public  libraries,"  in  wf  ii  h 
he  urged  the  establishment  of  public  librar  s 
throughout  the  state  and  that  such  a  genet al 
law  be  passed  by  the  state  as  would  lend  official 
sanction  to  such  libraries.  He  said,  in  pare  : 

The  state  of  Maryland  is  the  original  home 
of  the  American  public  library.  Two  cen- 
turies ago,  in  1695,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bray, 
D.D.,  was  appointed  commissary  of  the  An- 
glican Church  in  Maryland.  The  Church  of 
England  had  been  recently  established  in  the 
province,  and  needed  some  one,  as  it  was 
thought,  to  superintend  it.  For  that  position 
Dr.  Bray  was  selected,  and  he  began  at  once  to 
procure  clergymen  to  cross  the  ocean  and  take 
charge  of  the  30  parishes  into  which  the  prov- 
ince had  been  divided.  One  of  the  arguments 
made  against  leaving  England  was  that  those 
who  went  to  America  would  have  no  literature, 
and  would  not  be  able  to  inform  themselves 
sufficiently  in  theology  and  other  learning  to 
make  them  fit  to  preach  the  gospel.  To  do 
away  with  this  objection,  he  determined  to 
found  a  library  in  each  parish,  and  an  especially 
large  one  in  the  capital  town.  These  libraries 
varied  in  size  from  10  to  314  books.  Greater 
than  all  these  was  the  finest  library  of  the  day 
in  America,  the  one  of  1095  volumes  sent  to 
Annapolis  as  the  provincial  library.  This  li- 
brary was  intended  to  be  used  not  only  by  the 
clergy,  but  also  by  the  gentry  of  the  colony, 
and  books  from  it  circulated  throughout  the 
neighboring  portions  of  the  province.  Occasion- 
ally we  still  come  upon  books  belonging  to 
these  old  libraries,  and  severaf  hundred  volumes 
of  the  old  provincial  library  are  still  preserved 
in  the  library  of  St.  John's  College. 

"  Maryland  thus  began  well.  In  1704  she 
passed  the  first  library  law  in  America,  estab- 
lishing a  library  commission  and  a  library  system, 
but  the  matter  practically  ended  there.  Over  a 
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century  and  a  half  later  a  law  was  passed  au- 
thorizing school  district  libraries,  but  it  has  not 
been  utilized  in  a  majority  of  the  school  dis- 
tricts. A  school  district  library  is  not  the  ideal 
public  library.  The  unit  is  too  small.  There 
are  2160  school  districts  in  the  state  outside 
of  Baltimore.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
there  can,  in  addition,  be  that  number  of  effect- 
ive public  libraries  in  the  state.  The  amount 
of  money  allowed  each  of  such  libraries  is 
too  small.  Very  little  can  be  done  with 
$20  a  year,  the  amount  which  the  average 
school  library  obtains  under  the  present  law. 
In  the  whole  state  last  year  less  than  $600 
was  returned  as  appropriated  for  that  purpose, 
and  ir  counties  made  no  return  of  having  given 
money  for  libraries  during  the  year.  Not  one 
return  of  an  appropriation  for  a  library  in  a 
school  for  colored  children  is  found.  I  am  far 
from  denying  that  good  has  been  accomplished 
by  district  school  libraries,  nor  do  I  urge  the 
abolition  of  the  system,  for  a  small  and  well- 
selected  list  of  reference-books,  to  be  kept  in 
the  school-room,  will  be  of  great  assistance  to 
teachers,  and  through  such  libraries  books  can 
well  be  circulated  among  the  scholars.  What  I 
do  maintain  is  that  the  district  school  library 
utterly  fails  to  supply  home  reading  for  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  and  that  if  we  are  to  satisfy  the  de- 
sires of  the  people  with  good  literature  to  be  read 
in  their  homes,  we  must  find  some  other  sys- 
tem. 

"  The  question  to  be  solved  is  that  of  the 
state  at  large.  600,000  people  of  Maryland 
live  in  communities  not  possessing  a  public  li- 
brary. This  question  has  been  taken  up  and 
carefully  considered  by  other  states.  In  all 
there  are  over  20  states  with  library  laws,  and 
in  these  are  over  700  public  libraries.  All 
these  laws  have  one  common  characteristic  — 
the  people  tax  themselves  for  a  library  if  they 
want  one,  and  each  place  decides  for  itself  if  it 
wants  one  or  not.  What  is  needed  is  a  library 
for  the  people,  owned  by  the  people  and  used 
by  the  people.  The  public  library  is  the  natu- 
ral supplement  of  the  public  school. 

"  In  Maryland  I  believe  the  election  district 
is  a  unit  worth  trying  to  use  as  a  basis  for  the 
public  library.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  might 
be  success  with  a  law  providing  that  on  the  pe- 
tition of  a  certain  number  of  voters  an  election 
district  may  determine  whether  it  wished  to 
have  a  public  library.  In  case  it  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  it  should  choose  a  board  of  direc- 
tors for  this  library,  the  board  to  consist  of 
three,  six,  or  nine  members,  according  to  the 
population  of  the  district.  To  these  directors 
should  be  paid  yearly  by  the  tax  collectors  a 
tax  amounting  to  one  or  two  mills  on  the  dollar 
(the  amount,  whatever  it  be,  being  fixed  by  the 
general  law),  such  money  to  be  used  by  the  di- 
rectors for  the  maintenance  of  a  public  library, 
free  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  district.  The 
various  minor  details  of  administration  would 
have,  of  course,  to  be  filled  in.  I  believe  such 
a  law  would  do  much  toward  encouraging  the 
formation  of  libraries  in  the  country  districts." 

Dr.  Steiner's  paper  was  earnestly  discussed, 
and  the  association  appointed  a  library  commis- 


sion of  seven  members  to  work  for  the  passage 
of  a  state  law  authorizing  the  establishment  of 
public  libraries  on  the  lines  suggested  by  Dr. 
Steiner.  

THE  FREE  LIBRARY  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 

VERY  important  changes  are  contemplated  in 
the  development  of  the  free  library  system  of 
Philadelphia.  The  progress  of  the  Free  Li- 
brary has  been  very  satisfactory  since  its  incep- 
tion in  1891.  It  was  opened  originally  in  March, 
1894,  in  two  or  three  rooms  in  the  city  hall, 
temporarily  loaned  for  the  purpose.  In  Febru- 
ary of  the  present  year  it  was  removed  to  its 
present  comparatively  commodious  quarters  on 
Chestnut  street.  On  the  first  day  in  the  city 
hall,  1 20  books  were  distributed  and  on  the  first 
day  on  Chestnut  street  the  circulation  was  1743. 
Over  6000  volumes  a  week  are  now  taken  out  by 
the  public. 

On  the  last  day  of  1894,  under  two  several 
ordinances,  the  city  councils  created  the  existing 
board  of  trustees  for  establishing  and  main- 
taining the  Free  Library,  and  in  June  of  the 
present  year  an  act  of  assembly  was  duly  ap- 
proved authorizing  cities  of  the  first  class  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  levy  a  tax 
and  make  appropriations  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  free  libraries. 

It  is  now  proposed  by  an  ordinance  pending 
in  councils,  that  hereafter  all  appropriations  for 
a  free  library  shall  be  made  exclusively  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  or 
their  legal  successors,  and  that  the  six  branch 
libraries  which  have  been  established  by  the 
city  shall  be  placed,  from  the  beginning  of  next 
year,  under  the  control  of  the  Free  Library 
board.  The  work  of  the  branches  has  been 
admirable,  but  this  movement  will  tend  both 
toward  economy  and  better  service.  It  is  pur- 
posed to  largely  increase  the  number  of  branches 
and  by  liberal  use  of  the  telephone  service  and 
small  wagons  to  enable  the  clients  of  the 
branches  to  have  practical  and  prompt  use  of 
the  books  both  of  the  branch  and  also  of  the 
central  library.  Complete  catalogs  will  be  pro- 
vided at  each  branch,  and  if  the  proposals  of 
the  board  are  carried  out  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  Philadelphia  will  be  on  the  high  road 
toattaining  a  free  library  that  will  well  com- 
pare in  a  short  time  with  any  other  city  in  the 
Union. 

The  Mercantile  Library  has  also  made  a  pro- 
posal to  place  its  books  at  the  disposal  of 
councils,  to  the  extent  of  making  that  institution 
a  free  library,  but  at  the  present  time  its  offer 
is  hampered  by  many  serious  conditions.  Its 
president  says  that  it  cannot  amalgamate 
with  the  Free  Library  —  that  the  books  can 
never  become  the  property  of  the  city,  nor  can 
its  funds  be  made  over  to  the  city. 

When  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  was 
established  by  the  city,  it  made  over  to  the 
city  all  of  its  books  and  the  income  of  its 
large  fund,  amounting  to  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars,  received  from  the  bequest  of  Mr, 
George  S.  Pepper. 
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WHAT  A  FREE  LIBRARY  DOES  FOR  A 
COUNTRY    TOWN. 

THE  following  "reasons  why  "a  free  library 
Is  beneficial  to  a  country  town  are  from  the  first 
(1895)  "  Connecticut  public  library  document." 
Reprinted  in  a  local  paper,  village  librarians 
may  find  these  hints  a  simple  and  effective  li- 
brary advertisement: 

1.  It  keeps  boys  at  home  in  the  evening  by 
giving  them  well-written  stories  of  adventure. 

2.  It  gives  teachers  and   pupils  interesting 
books  to  aid  their  school  work  in  history  and 
geography,  and  makes  better  citizens  of  them 
by  enlarging  their  knowledge  of  their  country 
and  its  growth. 

3.  It  provides  books  on  the  care  of  children 
and  animals,  cookery  and  housekeeping,  build- 
ing and  gardening,  and  teaches  young  readers 
how  to  make  simple  dynamos,  telephones,  and 
other  machines. 

4.  It  helps  clubs  that  are  studying  history, 
literature,  or  life  in  other  countries,  and  throws 
light  upon  Sunday-school  lessons. 

5.  It  furnishes  books  of  selections  for  reading 
aloud,  suggestions  for  entertainments  and  home 
amusements,  and  hints  on  correct  speech  and 
good  manners. 

6.  It  teaches  the  name  and  habits  of  the  plants, 
birds,  and  insects  of  the  neighborhood,  and  the 
difference  in  soil  and  rocks. 

7.  It  tells   the   story   of   the   town   from   Us 
settlement  and  keeps  a  record  of  all  important 
events  in  its  history. 

8.  It  offers  pleasant  and  wholesome  stories  to 
readers  of  all  ages. 


A  LIBRARIAN'S  EPITAPH. 
AMONG  the  many  quaint  epitaphs  to  be  seen 
in  the  old  Charter  Street  burying-ground  of 
Salem,  Mass.,  is  the  following  tribute  to  one  of 
the  early  librarians  of  Harvard  College,  which 
may  well  cause  the  librarians  of  the  present  day 
to  ponder  upon  the  many  virtues  common  to  the 
profession,  even  in  days  when  the  "  library 
movement "  was  unborn: 

In  this  Grave  are  depofited 

The  Remains  of  Nathanael  Ward,  AM 

Late  Librarian  of  Harvard  College 

Whom 

A  penetrating  Genius 

Improved  by  an  extenfive  Acquaintance, 

With  the  liberal  Arts  and  Sciences, 

Rendered  Superiour  to  most. 

His  native  good  Senfe, 

And  literary  Accomplifhments 

Attracted  univerfal  Notice ; 

While  his  amiable  dispofition 

And  focial  Virtues, 

Efpecially, 
His  fingular  Frankneff,  and  undiffembled  Benevolence 

Gained  him  the  Efteem  and  Love  of  all. 

He  was  a  dutiful  Son,  and  affectionate  Brother, 

A  faithful  Friend,  and  agreeable  Companion. 

A  Sincere  Piety  towards  God 

Crowned  his  other  Virtues 
And  promifed  a  Life  eminently  ufeful. 

But  a  Blafted  Hope 

In  the  Vigor  of  Youth, 

Amidst  happy  Profpects, 

Cut  off  by  a  raging  Fever 

He  breathed  forth  his  Soul, 

October  XII  in  the  Year 
MDCCLXIII    Aged  XXIH 


CONGRESS  OF  LIBRARIANS  AT  THE 
ATLANTA  EXPOSITION. 

NOVEMBER  29  is  this  year  to  be  known  as 
Library  Day  in  Georgia,  in  honor  of  the  Con- 
gress of  Librarians  to  be  held  on  that  date  in  the 
assembly-room  of  the  Woman's  Building  at  the 
Atlanta  Exposition.  Miss  Anne  Wallace,  who 
is  chairman  of  the  congress,  has  arranged  for 
an  interesting  and  instructive  program,  and 
the  meeting  should  be  most  helpful  in  fostering 
a  library  spirit,  not  only  in  Georgia,  but  in  the 
other  southern  states.  Among  the  librarians 
who  are  expected  to  attend  and  present  papers 
at  the  congress  are  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler; 
Miss  Mary  E.  Sargent,  of  Medford,  Mass.; 
Miss  Alice  B.  Kroeger,  of  the  library  de- 
partment of  Drexel  Institute;  Miss  Hannah 
P.  James;  Miss  Nina  E.  Browne,  of  the  Library 
Bureau;  Miss  Theresa  West,  and  Mrs.  Carrie 
W.  Whitney,  of  the  Kansas  City  Public  Library. 
The  attractive  library  in  the  Woman's  Building 
will  be  the  headquarters  of  the  visiting  librari- 
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ANNUAL    CONFERENCE,  1895. 

THE  i8th  annual  conference  of  the  Library 
Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  was  held 
this  year  in  Cardiff,  Wales,  September  10-12 
The  first  session  was  held  in  the  Cardiff  Free  Li- 
brary, on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  September 
10,  and  was  presided  over  by  Lord  Windsor. 
About  200  delegates  were  present  from  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  opening  address  of  the  chairman  dwelt 
particularly  upon  the  necessity  of  a  wise  and 
careful  selection  of  books.  Librarians  nowadays 
had  to  deal  with  a  perfect  avalanche  of  books, 
and  extreme  discrimination  was  needed.  An- 
other difficulty  that  confronted  public  libraries 
was  lack  of  space.  The  shelf-room  at  their  dis- 
posal was  limited,  and,  however  well  a  library 
was  selected,  the  process  of  weeding  was  always 
necessary.  The  value  of  catalogs  and  books  of 
reference  had  greatly  increased  of  late  years, 
owing  to  the  prodigious  number  of  books  with 
which  they  had  to  deal,  and  it  would  be  inter- 
esting to  know  how  many  volumes  annually 
found  their  way  into  the  store-rooms  of  the 
British  Museum.  Librarians  were  obliged  to 
consult  the  tastes  of  a  great  variety  of  readers. 
As  to  the  class  of  literature  to  be  read,  it  was 
better  to  read  light  literature,  so  long  as  it  was 
not  pernicious,  than  not  to  read  at  all.  Roman- 
tic fiction  had  exercised  an  enormous  influence 
upon  national  life  and  character  from  the  earli- 
est times;  it  was  a  mirror  of  the  habits  and 
customs  of  mediaeval  times,  and  in  reviewing  the 
literature  of  mediaeval  days  there  was  ample 
evidence  to  prove  that  romantic  fiction  formed 
the  staple  reading  of  our  forefathers.  Surely 
the  law  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest  need  not 
condemn  us  to  a  population  of  blue-stockings. 
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Librarians  had  a  great  opportunity  for  good 
work  in  assisting  readers  in  the  choice  of  books. 
Within  the  last  50  years  a  reading  public  had 
arisen  which  could  be  counted  by  millions  in 
England  alone.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that  a  great 
future  was  opening  out  before  them,  and  that 
writers  of  genius  might  be  found  sufficiently 
strong  to  take  their  place  among  the  giants  of 
all  ages.  Meanwhile  librarians  must  play  their 
part  in  directing  the  stream  into  its  proper 
course  so  far  as  was  possible,  so  that  no  valuable 
crop  should  be  carried  away  by  the  flood  of 
literature,  but  that  its  waters  might  fertilize  the 
land  and  produce  in  due  time  a  rich  harvest  of 
ripe  fruit. 

Miss  Dorothy  Taylor,  of  Cardiff,  then  read 
a  paper  on  "  Hospital  libraries,"  in  which 
she  urged  the  claims  of  three  classes  of  hos- 
pital libraries,  viz.,  those  for  the  use  of  the 
medical  staff  and  students,  for  nurses,  and  lastly, 
for  patients.  She  had  sent  circulars  to  70  hospi- 
tals and  infirmaries  in  London  and  the  provinces, 
and  the  statistics  showed  that  only  25  libraries 
exist  for  the  use  of  patients,  varying  in  size  from 
loo  to  4000  volumes.  The  discussion  which 
followed  educed  the  fact  that  in  nearly  all  large 
towns  surplus  papers  and  magazines  are  sent  by 
the  public  libraries  to  the  hospitals,  and  it  was 
suggested  that  in  order  to  secure  supplies  from 
private  houses  a  systematic  collection  should  be 
made. 

Mr.  Barrett,  of  Glasgow,  opened  a  discussion 
on  "  How  best  to  display  periodicals."  The 
recent  rapid  development  of  periodical  literature 
made  this  question  really  of  considerable  im- 
portance. In  the  Mitchell  Library  Mr.  Barrett 
is  able  to  exhibit  386  current  periodicals,  each 
having  a  definite  place  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to 
persuade  readers  to  return  them  to  their  proper 
places  when  finished  with.  The  plan  adopted 
at  St.  Martin-5n-the-Fields  seemed  to  meet  with 
general  approval.  There  each  periodical  is 
fastened  in  its  place  with  its  name  boldly 
labelled  above. 

The  next  paper  was  read  by  Samuel  Smith,  of 
Sheffield,  "  On  the  public  librarian:  his  helps 
and  hindrances."  This  paper,  as  it  touched  on 
a  good  many  contested  points  in  practical  li- 
brarianship,  evoked  a  somewhat  heated  discus- 
sion; and  amone  the  hindrances  to  the  progress 
of  the  librarian  Mr.  Smith  instanced  the  wretched 
salaries  paid  in  several  important  public  li- 
braries, where  the  rule  was  for  well-educated 
youths  of  15  years  of  age  to  begin  at  6s.  per 
week,  with  a  prospect  of  attaining  to  IDS.  per 
we^k  in  ftve  years' time. 

On  Wednesday  the  association  resumed  Us 
conference  under  the  presidency  of  Peter 
Cowell,  chief  librarian  of  the  Liverpool  Public 
Libraries.  Miss  Ellen  Verney  aroused  great  inter- 
est by  her  paper  entitled  "  The  Middle  Claydon 
(Parish)  Public  Library:  a  successful  experi- 
ment." In  which  she  showed  what  had  been 
done  in  a  rural  parish  with  a  population  of  only 
225,  and  so  small  an  available  penny  rate  as  £q 
per  annum.  The  adoption  of  the  free  libraries 
act  under  such  circumstances,  she  said,  evoked 
a  healthy  sentiment  of  public  spirit  opposed  to 


the  spirit  of  patronage  which  generally  prevailed 
when  a  reading-room  was  condescendingly 
founded  by  some  rich  individual  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  first  requisite  was  to  put  the 
village  library  on  a  sound  business  footing  so  as 
to  give  it  the  element'of  permanence,  which  only 
the  adoption  of  the  act  could  supply,  after  which 
there  was  ample  scope  for  volunteer  effort.  It 
had  been  shown  that  there  was  a  real  apprecia- 
tion of  good  literature  among  classes  that 
hitherto  had  lacked  opportunity  of  developing 
such  tastes,  and  that  libraries  could  be  mac'e  a 
success  without  "  penny  dreadfuls"  and  "shil- 
ling shockers,"  even  in  a  small  rural  parish.  The 
public  library  under  the  act  of  1892  appealed  to 
the  inhabitants  as  no  other  library  could,  and 
became  a  power  for  good  to  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood. The  lending  library  and  reading- 
room  are  greatly  used,  and  every  Wednesday 
the  room  is  thronged  with  the  laborers  and 
their  wives.  The  library  now  contains  over 
1000  v. 

The  next  paper  was  read  by  John  Shepherd, 
of  the  Cardiff  Public  Library,  and  dealt  with 
"  The  collection  and  arrangement  of  topographi- 
cal prints,  drawings,  and  maps."  In  the  dis- 
cussion which  followed,  Mr.  Welch,  of  the 
Guildhall  Library,  strongly  emphasized  the  ad- 
vantage of  preserving  local  prints  and  drawings 
on  separate  mounts  and  unbound,  as  this  admits 
of  their  being  easily  photographed  or  divided 
into  special  collections  for  exhibition.  Several 
members  spoke,  and  the  result  showed  that  the 
practice  of  collecting  local  prints  in  public  li- 
braries had  become  very  general,  and  that  some 
libraries  contained  costly  and  important  collec- 
tions. 

The  next  paper,  on  the  "  Bibliography  of 
Monmouthshire,"  was  by  Mr.  W.  Haines,  and 
in  his  absence  was  read  by  Colonel  Bradney. 

A  paper  on  "Welsh  publishing  and  book- 
selling," by  Mr.  Eilir  Evans,  of  Cardiff,  gave 
rise  to  a  discussion  on  the  use  of  the  Welsh  lan- 
guage, in  the  course  of  which  Sir  William  Bailey 
said  he  thought  it  was  about  time  the  Welsh 
gave  their  productions  to  the  English  people  in 
the  English  language.  If  the  works  of  Buchan- 
an, Burns,  and  Sir  Walter  Scott  bad  been  printed 
in  Gaelic,  they  would  scarcely  have  been  known 
beyond  the  limits  of  Scotland.  Some  of  the 
finest  poetry  in  the  Church  of  England  hymn- 
books  had  been  written  by  Welshmen,  but  few 
hymns  bad  been  rendered  in  English  compared 
to  the  great  mass  of  really  beautiful  hymns 
buried  in  the  Welsh  language,  of  which  the 
English  people  knew  nothing.  Why  should  the 
genius  of  Wales  be  cribbed,  cabined,  and  con- 
fined by  adherence  to  their  own  language  ?  It 
might  be  patriotism,  but  it  was  patriotism  in  a 
wrong  direction.  This  speech  evoked  an  ener- 
getic protest  from  Mr.  Williams,  of  the  Swan- 
sea Free  Library,  who  declared  that  the  Eng- 
lish language  was  too  poor  in  expression  to  con- 
vey the  eloquence  of  the  Welsh  nature. 

Mr.  J.  Potter  Briscoe,  of  Nottingham,  read 
a  paper  entitled  "  How  to  extend  the  library 
movement,"  which  was  followed  by  a  practical 
discussion. 
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The  final  session  of  the  conference  was  held 
on  Thursday,  September  12,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Lord  Windsor.  "  Workingmen's  libra- 
ries in  Glamorgan  and  Monmouthshire"  was 
the  subject  of  a  paper  by  Evan  Owen,  of  Cardiff, 
who  emphasized  the  need  of  helpful  institutions 
for  the  benefit  of  colliers.  He  pointed  out  va- 
rious obstacles  to  be  overcome  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  that  particular  class,  such  as  the  mi- 
gratory habit  of  the  collier.  Many  colliery 
libraries  were  thriving  and  prosperous.  The 
passing  of  the  free  educational  and  the  parish 
councils  acts  had  been  a  great  incentive  to  their 
formation.  What  was  essential  to  the  success 
of  a  colliery  library  was  a  fair  start  on  a  sound 
and  proper  basis.  Now  that  Wales  had  been 
blessed  with  intermediate  schools  and  university 
colleges,  a  great  deal  might  be  expected  of  her 
sons  and  daughters.  If  a  good  system  of  col- 
liery libraries  could  be  established  the  social 
edifice  of  the  mining  community  in  "  gallant 
little  Wales "  would  be  practically  complete. 
During  the  discussion  of  the  paper  Lord 
Windsor  recommended  a  scheme  of  affiliation  of 
such  libraries  for  purposes  of  mutual  co-opera- 
tion, and  Dr.  Garnett  suggested  the  utilization 
of  electrical  communication  between  the  different 
districts  by  telegraph  or  telephone  for  local 
library  work. 

' '  The  public  library  and  the  elementary  school 
—  a  note  on  an  experiment,"  was  the  title  of  a 
paper  by  J.  J.  Ogle,  of  Bootle,  who  described  a 
scheme  of  affiliation  between  board  schools  and 
the  free  libraries  which  had  met  with  encourag- 
ing success.  In  the  discussion  that  followed, 
Lady  Verney  urged  the  desirability  of  providing 
works  on  local  topography  and  history  in  such 
libraries  so  as  to  interest  the  children  in  objects 
and  places  within  their  reach.  Such  books 
would  be  of  great  value  to  the  members  of  cy- 
cling clubs,  which  largely  consisted  of  boys,  and 
would  serve  to  give  interest  to  their  excursions. 
John  Williams,  of  Swansea,  thought  such  a  plan 
should  be  extended  to  schools  other  than  ele- 
mentary, and  suggested  that  the  scattered  li- 
braries in  the  different  technical  schools  should 
be  concentrated  in  the  public  library  and  made 
available  for  general  reference.  Mr.  Cowell 
followed  up  this  suggestion  by  relating  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Liverpool  Public  Library,  where 
they  applied  the  money  which  had  become  avail- 
able under  the  customs  and  excise  act  to  the 
purchase  of  technical  books  not  only  for  the 
reference  library  but  also  for  their  branch  libra- 
ries, a  list  of  the  works  so  bought  being  circu- 
lated in  the  work-shops  of  the  city.  The  result 
was  that  in  the  succeeding  12  months  an  increase 
in  the  circulation  of  technical  books  took  place 
to  the  extent  of  12,000  volumes.  Such  books, 
however,  soon  got  out  of  date,  and  had  to  be 
frequently  replaced  by  the  latest  editions,  en- 
tailing an  expense  for  which  they  had  to  make 
up  their  minds. 

Miss  Petherbridge,  of  London,  read  a  paper 
entitled  "  A  cataloging  class  for  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,"  which  led  to  a  somewhat  animated 
discussion,  most  of  the  cataloging  experts 
present  protesting  that  such  a  scheme  would  re- 


sult in  deadening  uniformity  and  discouragement 
of  individual  work,  and  would  do  a  great  deal 
more  harm  than  the  good  which  would  be  gained 
by  having  all  cataloging  done  at  a  central 
bureau. 

After  a  short  excursion  by  steamer  and 
luncheon  in  the  town  hall,  the  members  visited 
Cardiff  Castle,  by  the  invitation  of  the  Marquis 
of  Bute. 

At  the  evening  meeting  Mr.  Boose,  librarian 
of  the  Royal  Colonial  Institute,  read  a  valuable 
paper  upon  "  The  colonies  and  the  registers  of 
colonial  publications."  To  the  discussion  which 
followed  Mr.  Cundall,  librarian  of  the  Jamaica 
Institute,  contributed  a  note  upon  library  work 
now  being  done  in  Jamaica.  This  was  followed 
by  a  paper  on  "Free  libraries  and  the  local 
press,"  by  Mr.  Joseph  Gilburt,  of  Day's  Library. 

Mr.  MacAlister,  the  honorary  secretary  of 
the  association,  then  read  a  paper  on  "The 
future  of  the  library  association  :  a  forecast," 
which,  he  stated,  was  practically  an  introduction 
to  the  resolution  which  stood  in  his  name,  recom- 
mending that  the  association  take  steps  to  be- 
come incorporated.  He  briefly  sketched  the 
amount  and  kind  of  work  that  might  be  done 
by  the  association  if  it  were  strongly  established 
and  endowed,  and  urged  the  great  importance  of 
securing  a  continuity  of  effort  which  should  be  in- 
dependent of  the  fluctuations  of  an  income  derived 
merely  from  annual  subscriptions.  He  believed 
that  the  wealthy  friends  of  the  movement  would 
be  quite  willing  to  endow  the  association  ;  but 
it  must  first  prepare  itself  by  incorporation  to 
hold  property  and  otherwise  to  develop  its  re- 
sources, and  results  of  incorporation. 

The  report  of  the  council,  with  the  treasurer's 
audited  accounts,  having  being  adopted,  Mr. 
MacAlister  moved  : 

"  That  this  meeting  of  the  Library  Association  of  the 
United  Kingdom  believes  that  the  time  has  come  when 
it  will  be  for  the  permanent  advantage  of  the  associa- 
tion that  it  should  be  incorporated,  and  that  its  objects 
will  be  greatly  furthered  and  helped  by  the  improved 
status  which  incorporation  confers ;  that  it  approves  and 
indorses  the  decision  of  the  council  in  the  matter  of 
petitioning  for  a  royal  charter  of  incorporation,  and  in- 
structs and  empowers  the  council  to  take  all  necessary 
steps  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  successful  conclusion." 

After  considerable  discussion,  this  resolution 
was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried  unanimously. 
Mr.  MacAlister  then  moved  his  second  resolu- 
tion: 

"  That  the  council  be,  and  is  hereby,  instructed  to  re- 
vise the  constitution,  with  a  view  to  the  requirements  of 
an  incorporated  society;  and  that  the  revised  constitution 
be  submitted  for  confirmation  to  a  special  general  meet- 
ing to  be  held  in  London  in  November  next." 

Mr.  Welch,  of  the  Guildhall  Library,  moved 
as  an  amendment  that  the  matter  be  deferred  to 
the  next  annual  meeting  ;  but  this  amendment 
being  lost,  the  original  resolution  was  put  to  the 
meeting  and  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  James  Yates,  librarian  of  the  Leeds  Pub- 
lic Library,  in  the  name  of  his  committee,  invited 
the  association  to  hold  its  next  annual  meeting 
at  Leeds,  an  invitation  which  was  unanimously 
accepted.  This  brought  to  a  close  the  formal 
business  of  the  meeting. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  Massachusetts  Library  Club  held  its  an- 
nual meeting  on  October  2,  1895,  at  Maiden,  by 
invitation  of  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library. 
The  First  Baptist  Society  having  kindly  placed 
their  chapel  and  social-room  at  the  service  of 
the  club,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  in  the 
chapel  at  10:15  a.m.  The  forenoon  session  was 
devoted  to  a  discussion  of  children's  reading, 
and  the  afternoon  session  to  a  consideration  of 
some  of  the  philanthropic  aspects  of  library 
work. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Corey,  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  made  a  brief  address  of  welcome. 

President  Foster  in  opening  the  meeting  re- 
ferred to  the  impressiveness  and  significance  of 
architecture,  and  said  that  few  communities 
possessed  so  impressive  a  monument  as  the 
Converse  Memorial  Building,  in  which  the 
Maiden  Library  is  housed.  A  paper  on  "  Some 
successful  methods  of  developing  children's  in- 
terest in  good  literature,"  describing  the  work 
done  by  Mr.  James  M.  Sawin.  principal  of  the 
Point  st.  Grammar  School,  at  Providence,  R.  I., 
was  then  read  by  Mr.  Foster.  It  was  hoped 
that  Mr.  Sawin  would  have  presented  the  paper 
in  person,  but  he  was  unfortuntely  prevented,  by 
illness,  from  attending. 

Mr.  Sawin's  experience  represents  27  years' 
work  in  one  school.  His  plan  comprised  a  care- 
ful study  of  the  public  library,  a  selection  there- 
from of  school  literature,  and,  thirdly,  the 
careful  study  of  the  works  selected,  striving  to 
fit  the  books  to  individual  pupils.  The  pupil 
keeps  the  book  a  certain  time,  and  then  gives  an 
account  of  the  substance  of  it.  What  it  is  in- 
tended to  induce  is  not  so  much  knowledge  of  a 
book  as  the  habit  and  right  way  of  reading  a 
book.  At  first  stress  was  laid  on  oral  work, 
but  this  has  now  given  way  to  written  sum- 
maries. The  attempt  is  to  lead  children  from 
paraphrases  of  great  writers  and  extracts  to  the 
complete  original.  The  case  was  mentioned  of 
one  boy  who  was  turned  from  detective  stories 
and  now  has  a  private  library  of  600  volumes. 

Mr.  Foster  said  that  a  librarian  could  cultivate 
knowledge  of  the  interests  of  the  various  teach- 
ers and  send  them  clippings  to  use  in  stimulating 
classes  —  acts  of  heroism,  current  events,  and 
incidents  appropriate  to  young  people.  Over 
20,000  of  Mr.  Sawin's  lists  of  selected  books 
have  been  distributed. 

Mr.  Horace  E.  Scudder  said  he  was  glad  Mr. 
Sawin  brought  to  the  front  the  personal  ele- 
ment. Nothing  is  so  sure  of  results  as  contact 
with  the  individual.  The  recognition  of  the  li- 
brary idea  as  an  adjunct  of  school  life  is  one  of 
the  most  hopeful  signs  of  the  times.  The  idea 
of  the  enrichment  of  human  life  through  good 
literature  is  a  great  fact  of  the  last  few  years.  A 
boy  was  given  toy  tools  for  working  in  his  gar- 
den, because  he  was  interested  in  horticulture, 
but  the  boy  preferred  his  father's  old  hoe  and 
rake.  The  amount  of  great  literature  suitable 
for  all  ages  is  enormous.  In  1867  Mr.  Scudder 
was  asked  to  edit  a  magazine  for  young  people. 


For  four  years  he  introduced  old  ballads,  history, 
etc.,  and  had  the  gratitude  of  parents  and  the 
appreciation  of  the  children.  We  should  not 
depend  largely  on  literature  written  for  children. 
The  one-syllable  folly  came  soon  to  an  end. 
Stories  from  ancient  authors  are  of  doubtful 
value.  Lamb's  "Tales  from  Shakespeare" 
form  perhaps  a  good  introduction  to  the  drama, 
which  is  difficult  of  approach  for  children.  But 
it  is  not  good  to  read  an  abstract  or  digest  of 
Scott.  A  work  of  art  should  not  be  whittled 
down.  If  children  are  to  be  taught  the  old 
Greek  stories  let  them  read  Palmer's  translation 
of  the  "  Odyssey."  Give  them  the  best  there  is. 
They  may  not  understand  all,  but  there  will  be 
bright  spots  they  will  never  forget.  The  acci- 
dental things  like  chronology  and  the  lives  of 
the  authors  are  not  of  great  value.  The  essen- 
tial thing  is  the  living  spirit  of  literature.  A 
little  fellow  who  learned  to  love  the  "  Odyssey  " 
in  Palmer's  translation,  heard  it  spoken  of  as 
Palmer's  "  Odyssey."  When  his  parents  were 
to  entertain  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer,  the  boy  was 
much  interested,  and  asked  if  Mr.  Palmer  was 
married  before  or  after  Christ.  The  fact  that 
he  did  not  comprehend  that  Mr.  Palmer  was  the 
translator,  not  the  author,  of  the  poem,  did  not 
in  the  least  interfere  with  his  appreciation  of  the 
work. 

Mrs.  Harry  E.  Converse  then  sang  a  solo. 

Miss  A.  L.  Sargent,  treasurer,  presented  her 
report,  which  showed  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$278.66. 

Mr.  Lane  called  attention  to  the  recent  ac- 
tion of  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Section  in 
placing  the  membership  fee  at  $5.  Members 
receive  all  publications  charged  against  their 
subscriptions  at  20  per  cent,  discount,  and  may 
order  additional  copies  at  the  same  discount. 
The  "  List  of  subject  headings"  is  now  ready, 
and  the  "List  of  books  for  girls  and  women 
and  their  clubs"  is  in  process  of  publication. 
An  "Index  to  portraits"  is  promised  for  the 
future. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  until  2  p.m., 
and  the  members  sat  down  to  a  most  bountiful 
repast. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Birtwell,  secretary  of  the  Boston 
Children's  Aid  Society,  opened  the  afternoon 
session  with  a  paper  on  "  Books  enough  and 
to  spare."  He  urged  that  the  securing  of  books 
from  public  libraries  should  be  made  easier 
and  more  attractive.  He  looked  forward  to  the 
day  when  there  would  be  a  free  delivery  of 
books.  If  the  newspapers  could  scrape  the 
world  for  news  and  get  it  to  us,  often  before  it 
happens,  for  two  cents,  he  could  not  see  why 
the  public  library  could  not  have  free  delivery, 
or  even  send  a  cart-load  of  books  and  say  to  the 
busy,  tired  woman,  who  has  no  time  to  go  to 
the  library,  "  Here,  my  poor  woman,  come  out 
and  see  what  I  have  got." 

Mr.  R.  E.  Ely,  president  of  the  Prospect  Union 
in  Cambridge,  said  that  among  the  working 
people  were  found  two  classes,  one  feeding  on 
husks,  and  one  not  feeding  at  all.  We  must  try 
to  get  at  them  through  personal  sympathy.  Take 
them  through  libraries.  They  tell  others.  In 
the  Prospect  Union  is  an  iron-moulder,  over  60 
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years  old,  an  agnostic  and  philosophical  an- 
archist.  He  heard  a  lecture  on  Wordsworth, 
and  next  day  saw  a  book  of  poetry;  he  read 
something  that  expressed  his  thought.  So  he 
is  a  great  reader  of  poetry  now,  and  Shelley  is 
his  idol.  Every  library  should  have  a  person 
with  tact  and  kindliness  to  give  his  time  to  help 
the  public.  Put  bulletin  boards  about  the  town, 
and  post  lists  of  books  in  the  churches  and  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Mr.  Woods,  of  Andover  House,  in  Boston, 
said:  "  You  must  not  only  offer  good  influence, 
but  go  out  and  compel  people  to  come  in.  The 
place  where  the  books  are  should  be  attractive, 
and  a  social  element  should  be  cultivated.  Set- 
tlements might  become  distributing  centres  for 
public  libraries.  Mr.  Barnes,  of  Leland  Stan- 
ford, Jr.,  University,  has  made  a  study  of  chil- 
dren's ideas  of  religion,  of  beauty,  and  of  form. 
This  study  is  necessary  if  books  are  to  be  carried 
wisely  to  these  people.  The  library  should  circu- 
late pictures." 

Miss  N.  E.  Browne,  of  Denison  House,  said 
that  arrangements  had  been  made  with  the  Bos- 
ton Public  Library  to  have  a  station  at  the 
House.  The  library  furnishes  an  attendant,  and 
Denison  House  gives  the  room.  About  250 
books  have  been  placed  there,  and  more  are 
promised  if  a  constituency  is  secured.  It  is  found 
that  the  people  want  short  books. 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Marsh,  of  Cambridge,  described 
the  work  of  the  Book  Club,  that  branch  of  the 
Cheerful  Letter  Exchange.  Each  member  has 
the  care  of  20  correspondents,  to  whom  letters 
are  written  and  books  sent  monthly.  During 
the  past  year  1171  books  (exclusive  of  magazines) 
were  distributed  thus  to  people  who  are  too  poor 
to  buy,  and  unable,  for  one  or  another  reason, 
to  draw  books  from  public  libraries.  Many  of 
the  correspondents  are  mothers  in  places  where 
there  are  poor  schools  or  none.  Some  corre- 
spondents circulate  books  among  their  neighbors, 
or  to  ships  in  port,  or  among  colored  people, 
etc.  Lists  of  books  asked  for  by  correspondents 
are  printed  in  the  monthly  paper  of  the  society, 
The  Cheerful  Letter,  which  is  issued  under  the 
care  of  Miss  L.  Freeman  Clarke,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Mr.  Lane  asked  that  librarians  co-operate  with 
the  Cheerful  Letter  Exchange  by  sending  them 
duplicates  not  needed. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  lists 
of  select  fiction,  presented  a  report  of  progress, 
accompanied  with  samples  of  blanks  used  and 
proof  of  list  No.  i.  As  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
list  is  large  when  compared  with  the  income  of 
the  club,  the  question  of  continuing  the  work 
was,  according  to  the  wish  of  the  committee, 
referred  to  the  executive  committee  with  full 
power. 

Mr.  Whitney,  of  Watertown,  in  presenting 
resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  trustees  and  librari- 
ans of  the  Maiden  Public  Library,  to  the  First 
Baptist  Society,  to  Mr.  Foster,  the  retiring  pres- 
ident of  the  cl«b,  and  to  all  who  contributed 
papers  or  remarks  to  the  meeting,  said  :  "  It  is 
particularly  fitting  that  this  Rhode  Island  meet- 
Ing  should  be  held  in  a  city  where  a  Williams  is 
chief  librarian,  and  under  the  protection  of  a 
Baptist  church.  Massachusetts  was  unjust  and 


most  unwise  in  the  earlier  days  of  its  history, 
before  the  liberalizing  influences  of  public  libra- 
ries were  so  apparent  on  every  hand,  in  expelling 
one  from  its  borders  for  religious  differences  of 
opinion,  but  we  are  glad  to  see  that  Rhode 
Island  does  not  cherish  unkind  thoughts  toward 
us,  as  is  shown  by  her  contributions  to  this 
present  meeting,  and  may  we  always,  as  to-day, 
forget  that  Rhode  Island  is  not  a  part  of  our 
old  commonwealth." 

Resolutions  were  adopted  instructing  the  ex- 
ecutive committee,  if  practicable,  to  arrange 
during  the  winter  for  a  meeting  of  the  club  to 
which  library  associations  in  other  New  Eng- 
land states  should  be  invited  to  send  delegates, 
and  all  persons  in  other  New  England  states 
active  or  interested  in  library  work  invited  to 
attend. 

A  proposition  having  been  made  looking  to 
the  creation  of  a  class  of  corresponding  mem- 
bers, not  resident  in  this  state,  it  was  referred 
to  the  executive  committee  to  report  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year :  President,  C.  K.  Bolton,  librarian 
of  the  Brookline  Public  library;  Vice-presidents, 
F.  H.  Hedge,  librarian  Lawrence  Public  Library, 
Miss  L.  A.  Williams,  librarian  Maiden  Public 
Library  ;  Secretary,  Wm.  H.  Tillinghast,  assist- 
ant librarian  Harvard  College  Library  ;  Treas- 
urer, Miss  A.  L.  Sargent,  Public  Library,  Med- 
ford. 

The  secretary  not  being  present,  Mr.  Bolton 
acted  as  secretary  pro  tern,  during  the  meeting. 
WM.  H.  TILLINGHAST,  Secretary. 

CONNECTICUT  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  fall  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Library 
Association  was  held  October  2,  in  the  David  M. 
Hunt  Library,  Falls  Village.  The  building, 
erected  by  the  Misses  Hunt  in  memory  of  their 
brother,  is  a  tasteful  and  substantial  one  of 
brick,  which  cost  $10,000,  and  has  rooms  for 
the  high  school  on  the  lower  floor.  The  meet- 
ing was  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  in  order 
to  insure  a  full  attendance,  and  many  visitors 
from  neighboring  towns  took  advantage  of  the 
fine  weather  and  full  moon.  Guests  were  met 
at  the  noon  train  by  a  committee  of  ladies,  and 
taken  to  homes  in  the  village,  where  they  were 
entertained  at  dinner  and  for  the  night,  a  boun- 
tiful and  daintily  served  repast  being  spread  in 
the  vestry  of  the  Congregational  church  at  tea- 
time.  The  pretty  little  library  was  beautifully 
decorated  with  ferns  and  potted  plants,  and 
filled  to  overflowing  both  afternoon  and  evening 
with  an  intelligent  and  appreciative  audience. 
Twenty-two  different  towns  were  represented, 
and  nearly  100  delegates  registered. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2:30  by 
the  president,  W.  K.  Stetson.  Rev.  C.  W. 
Hanna,  of  the  Congregational Church,  welcomed 
the  association  in  a  hearty  manner  to  the  ' '  prom- 
ised land." 

After  the  president's  response,  and  the  usual 
reports  of  secretary  and  treasurer,  an  interesting 
paper  was  read  by  Miss  Gate  E.  Herrick,  of  the 
New  Haven  Public  Library,  on  "  Open  shelves 
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at  New  Haven."  Since  July  of  the  present 
year  the  experiment  of  permitting  free  access 
to  the  shelves  has  been  tried,  with  very  satis- 
factory results.  Readers  have  found  out  that 
there  are  many  classes  of  books  in  the  library 
besides  novels,  and  are  using  them  with  pleas- 
ure and  profit.  A  children's  room  has  been 
opened  in  one  of  the  galleries,  and  children  are 
free  to  choose  all  their  own  books  from  the 
shelves.  Books  are  of  course  misplaced,  and 
one  assistant  spends  two  hours  every  day  put- 
ting them  in  order,  but  the  advantages  of  the 
plan  outweigh  the  disadvantages. 

Miss  Annie  B.  Jackson,  of  North  Adams, 
Mass.,  told  of  methods  employed  in  the  pub- 
lic library  of  that  town  in  the  "  Circulation 
of  children's  books."  In  1883  there  were  only 
75  or  80  books  for  children  in  the  library,  and 
there  had  to  be  "boys'  days"  and  "girls' 
days."  Since  then  the  children's  department 
has  grown  and  is  carefully  classified,  and  the 
proportion  of  history,  biography,  travel,  and 
science  called  for  is  much  larger  than  in  most 
libraries. 

Miss  Louise  M.  Carrington,  of  the  Beardsley 
Library,  West  Winsted,  opened  a  discussion  on 
replacing  worn-out  books.  The  general  opinion 
of  the  meeting  was  that  good  and  valuable 
books  should  be  replaced,  but  that  money  may 
be  better  spent  for  new  books  than  for  new  cop- 
ies of  many  gone-by  novels,  or  of  obsolete 
books  of  information.  The  poor  paper  and 
binding  of  some  modern  books  were  condemned, 
Arthur  W.  Tyler,  of  the  new  $300,000  Black- 
stone  Memorial  Library,  Branford,  speaking  of 
the  lyth  century  as  "  the  time  when  they  printed 
for  the  glory  of  God,  and  not  to  make  money." 
In  the  evening  the  ladies  of  Falls  Village  en- 
tertained the  whole  audience  at  supper  in  the 
chapel  opposite  the  library.  At  the  evening 
session  Mrs.  Donald  T.  Warner,  of  Salisbury, 
read  an  historical  sketch  of  the  Scoville  Memo- 
rial Library  in  that  town,  quoting  some  of  the 
rules  for  the  Smith  Library  given  by  a  gener- 
ous resident  about  1775  :  "  If  any  person  shall 
be  uneasy  about  a  book,  he  shall  have  it  for  one 
copper."  The  fines  for  misuse  of  books  are  on 
record:  "  Leaves  doubled  down,  2  pence;  book 
nastied  with  coloring  stuff,  i  shilling;  drop  of 
tallow,  I  shilling."  This  collection  and  the 
later  Bingham  Library  were  the  beginning  of 
the  collection  now  housed,  through  the  gener- 
osity of  the  Scoville  family,  in  a  fine  stone  build- 
Ing  of  Norman  architecture,  with  a  clock-tower, 
chime,  auditorium,  and  Steinway  grand  piano. 

The  Rev.  John  De  Peu,  of  Norfolk,  made  a 
scholarly  and  thoughtful  address,  taking  for  his 
subject  Tennyson's  "  Merlin  and  the  gleam," 
tracing  in  it  the  development  of  Tennyson's 
mind,  speaking  of  him  as  the  poet  of  the  grand- 
eur and  sublimity  of  human  life,  and  of  his  con- 
fident assurance,  hope,  and  faith  in  God,  and 
saying  that  he  never  wrote  a  line  that  would  dis- 
grace the  rectory  where  he  was  born.  The  ad- 
dress was  a  suggestion  to  the  librarians  of  means 
of  interesting  readers  in  a  more  careful  study  of 
Tennyson. 

Mr.  Harden,  from  the  New  York  office  of 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  spoke  of  paper  and 


binding,  and  the  advantage  of  glue  prepared 
with  rubber  for  making  the  backs  of  books 
flexible. 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins's  account  of  the  meetings 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  Conference  at  Denver  and  Miss 
Josephine  S.  Heydricks's  description  of  the  pleas- 
ures of  the  post-conference  trip  were  so  graphi- 
cally portrayed  that  the  entire  company  almost 
felt  that  they  too  had  been  to  Colorado  and  the 
canons  of  the  Rockies.  With  a  unanimous  vote 
of  thanks  to  their  kind  entertainers,  the  associa- 
tion adjourned  to  meet  February  22,  1896,  in 
the  Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury. 

THE  association  has  recently  issued  its  "  Hand- 
book "  for  1895,  containing  a  list  of  the  officers 
for  1894-95,  a  list  of  the  officers  since  the  foun- 
dation of  the  association,  the  constitution,  a 
summary  of  the  meetings,  discussions  and  ad- 
dresses held  since  the  preliminary  meeting  in 
February,  1891,  and  a  list  of  the  members,  who 
now  number  82. 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA   LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  formal  sessions  of  the  club  do  not  com- 
mence till  November,  but  a  pleasant  preliminary 
excursion  was  had  on  September  5th.  Forty- 
one  of  the  members  met  together  at  Darby, 
where  they  were  received  by  Mr.  Robert  P. 
Bliss,  librarian  of  the  Bucknell  Theological 
Library,  and  Miss  Burnap,  of  the  Chester  Free 
Library,  from  whence  they  went  in  a  chartered 
car  to  Marcus  Hook. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  in- 
spected the  Chester  Free  Library,  and  a  short 
meeting  was  held  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
John  Thomson,  librarian  of  the  Free  Library 
of  Philadelphia,  when  there  was  abrief  discussion 
on  the  subject,  "  How  can  you  best  promote  the 
best  use  of  books  in  a  public  library  ?"  The  dis- 
cussion was  opened  by  Mr.  Thomson,  and  re- 
marks were  made  by  Miss  Kroeger,  Miss  Burnap, 
Miss  Middleton,  Mr.  Bliss,  and  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Chester  Free  Library. 

They  next  visited  the  Bucknell  Library,  where 
Mr.  Bliss  and  some  of  the  trustees  did  the 
honors.  The  literary  curiosities  were  examined 
and  a  very  enjoyable  time  was  given  to  the 
visitors. 

After  dining  together  in  Chester  the  party 
returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  are  looking  for- 
ward to  their  next  meeting,  toward  the  end  of 
October,  when  they  are  to  be  received  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Lattaat  his  residence  on  Wissahickon 
Heights,  who  promised  to  afford  them  an  in- 
spection of  his  very  fine  collection  of  Napo- 
leoniana. 

MICHIGAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TlOff. 

THE  fifth  annual  conference  of  the  Michigan 
Library  Association  was  held  in  Kalamazoo, 
September  24-25.  As  the  president,  Mr.  Utley, 
was  unavoidably  absent,  the  first  vice-presi- 
dent, Miss  G.  M.  Walton,  librarian  at  the  Nor- 
mal School,  Ypsilanti,  presided  at  the  meetings. 
The  first  session  was  called  to  order  at  3 
p.m.,  and  after  a  few  introductory  remarks  by 
the  vice-president  the  president's  address  was 
read  by  the  secretary.  The  subject  of  the  paper 
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was  "  Helpfulness  to  library  readers."  It  said 
that  the  earlier  meetings  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  of 
the  state  associations  had  naturally  been  largely 
devoted  to  questions  of  interior  design  and 
management  of  libraries,  to  technical  details  of 
interest  to  library  workers,  but  that  this  year 
the  aim  in  the  A.  L.  A.  meetings  had  been  to 
bring  out  that  aspect  of  library  work  which  per- 
tains to  the  great  educational  influence  which 
libraries  should  exert,  and  the  attitude  of  library 
workers  toward  readers  who  come  to  the  library 
and  toward  the  community  in  which  it  is  situ- 
ated. Librarians  should  meet  people  with  tact, 
in  a  spirit  of  cordial  helpfulness.  A  brief  re- 
view was  given  of  the  papers  in  this  line  of 
thought  written  for  the  Denver  meeting  by  Prof. 
Little  and  Miss  Cutler. 

Miss  Sarah  A.  Cochrane,  of  the  Detroit  Public 
Library,  read  an  interesting  paper  on  "  The  card 
catalog."  The  advantages  of  this  form  of  cata- 
log were  stated,  and  the  most  approved  meth- 
ods of  managing  it  were  clearly  and  concisely 
summarized. 

The  subject  of  "  Local  bibliography  and  the 
indexing  of  local  newspapers "  was  enthusiasti- 
cally treated  by  Mr.  B.  A.  Finney,  of  the  Uni- 
versity Library,  Ann  Arbor.  He  said  that 
newspapers  contain  material  for  local  history 
that  is  not  put  into  print  in  any  other  way,  and 
unless  they  are  bound  and  cared  for  much  valu- 
able information  will  be  irredeemably  lost.  A 
brief  interesting  review  of  early  newspapers  in 
the  state  was  given,  the  first  being  started  in 
Detroit  in  1809.  The  names  of  papers  of  which 
complete  files  can  be  found  in  the  state  were 
mentioned.  The  list  was  a  short  one.  The  im- 
portance of  having  local  papers  preserved  in  the 
libraries  as  the  most  suitable  place  was  urged, 
and  it  was  stated  that  editors  are,  as  a  rule, 
very  willing  to  contribute  copies  of  their  papers 
for  this  purpose.  Inquiry  showed  that  of  the 
libraries  represented  at  the  meeting  four  were 
binding  files  of  papers.  In  regard  to  indexing 
items  of  local  interest,  Mr.  Finney  thought  that 
the  work  could  be  done  with  comparative  ease, 
in  a  minimum  of  time,  while  the  librarian  was 
reading  the  paper.  Selecting  only  items  of 
local  interest  and  indexing  usually  under  only 
one  heading,  the  work  would  not  consume  more 
than  an  hour  for  each  issue  of  a  paper,  and  the 
index  would  be  of  increasing  value  as  years 
pass. 

At  the  evening  session  a  very  pleasant  address 
of  welcome  was  given  by  Dr.  Slocum,  of  Kalama- 
zoo.  Mr.  L.  B.  Giltnore,  of  the  Detroit  Public 
Library,  read  a  paper  on  "  Classifying  and  num- 
bering United  States  public  documents."  He  said 
that  attempting  to  make  a  proper  disposition  of 
these  documents  is  troublesome  and  sometimes 
exasperating.  Still  it  is  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  the  work  should  be  done  in  a  spirit  of 
interest  and  patience.  In  the  libraries  of  Michi- 
gan, designated  as  depositories,  there  are  37,000 
volumes  of  public  documents,  and  it  is  believed 
that  in  a  set  of  them  there  is  as  much  valuable 
information  as  in  any  equal  number  of  other 
publications,  yet  they  are  often  consigned  by 
librarians  to  the  attic  or  the  basement,  instead  of 
being  so  arranged  and  cataloged  as  to  be  of  ser- 


vice to  the  public.  In  the  Detroit  Public  Library 
it  is  the  custom  to  place  them  on  the  shelves  by 
congress  and  session.  Their  system  of  number- 
ing was  explained  by  means  of  a  chart.  The 
importance  of  having  them  well  cataloged  was 
emphasized.  Mr.  Gilmore  is  of  opinion  that  the 
work  of  cataloging  them  begun  at  Washington 
will  not  relieve  the  libraries  of  that  work,  as  a 
catalog  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Ames's  comprehen- 
sive index  would  be  too  cumbersome,  being 
weighted  with  a  large  amount  of  material  never 
needed. 

A  pleasing  address  on  "  The  public  library 
from  the  citizen's  point  of  view"  was  given  by 
Prof.  Hartwell,  of  the  Kalamazoo  schools.  The 
citizen's  point  of  view,  he  said,  is  one  of  great 
cordiality.  There  are  none  who  are  not  proud 
of  the  progress  of  knowledge  which  is  largely 
due  to  libraries,  all  are  proud  of  the  public 
library  as  an  American  institution,  and  of  Michi- 
gan for  her  standing  in  regard  to  the  growth  of 
her  pubic  libraries.  The  citizen's  point  of  view 
is  one  of  great  importance  to  librarians,  who, 
like  other  experts,  must  avoid  the  danger  of 
being  so  engrossed  with  the  details  of  manage- 
ment as  to  forget  the  true  end  for  which  they 
labor  —  the  intellectual  interests  of  the  general 
public.  The  librarian's  true  specialty  is  to 
make  the  influence  of  the  library  strong  and  far- 
reaching.  The  ideal  value  of  the  library  should 
be  prominent  in  the  minds  of  its  officers.  As 
there  are  books  which  are  simply  mines  of  in- 
formation, so  there  are  others  which  embody  the 
thought  and  imagination  which  are  our  heri- 
tage from  all  ages.  "One  class  must  die,  the 
other  lives  and  is  literature.  '  The  garners  of 
Sicily,'  says  Lowell,  'are  empty  now,  but  bees 
of  all  climes  still  fetch  honey  from  the  tiny  gar- 
den plot  of  Theocritus.'  To  point  out  to 
eager  searchers  the  garden  plots  whence  the 
essence  of  intellectual  life  has  been  distilled  is 
the  highest  opportunity  of  the  library.  It  may 
thus  give  the  transmuting  touch  which  changes 
dead  learning  to  vitalized  and  efficient  charac- 
ter." 

A  pleasing  incident  was  a  brief  informal  ad- 
dress by  Mrs.  Kent,  who  was  librarian  in 
Kalamazoo  23  years  ago.  She  spoke  of 
the  progress  of  the  Kalamazoo  library,  and 
said  that  one  of  the  pleasant  experiences  of  her 
life  had  been  having  people  tell  her  of  the  help 
that  she  had  been  able  to  give  them  while  in  the 
library. 

The  closing  session  Wednesday  morning  was 
devoted  to  reports,  election  of  officers,  and  mis- 
cellaneous business.  The  secretary  reported 
the  addition  of  seven  new  members  during  the 
year,  the  total  membership  being  40.  There 
are  38  public  libraries  in  the  state,  containing 
an  average  of  179  v.  for  each  1000  population. 
The  proceedings  of  the  previous  (1894)  meet- 
ing, held  at  Ann  Arbor,  were  published  in 
the  report  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  In- 
struction. The  treasurer  reported  a  balance  of 
$39.63. 

The  subject  of  place  of  next  meeting  was 
then  brought  up,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  propriety  of  holding  a  Michi- 
gan meeting  in  Ohio,  it  was  voted  to  have  the 
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next  annual  meeting  In  Cleveland  at  the  time  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  meeting. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  : 

" Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sentiment  of  this  meeting1  that 
each  library  in  the  state  should  preserve  at  least  one 
local  newspaper  as  local  bibliography  and  history,  and 
index  it  if  possible. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  executive  committee  communi- 
cate with  the  Press  Association  with  a  view  to  making 
arrangements  for  an  appropriate  celebration  of  St. 
John's  Day,  June  34,  1897,  the  sooth  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Gutenberg." 

The  conference  was  a  thoroughly  enjoyable 
one.  The  beautiful  library  building,  the  gift  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Van  Deusen,  was  much  ad- 
mired. Dr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Deusen  attended  the 
meetings,  and  with  the  many  other  friends  of  the 
library  not  only  gave  their  time  and  thoughtful 
attention  to  the  papers  and  proceedings,  but 
opened  their  homes  to  entertain  all  the  members 
with  a  gracious  hospitality  that  was  gratefully 
received  and  highly  appreciated. 

The  officers  for  the  year  are:  President,  H: 
M.  Utley;  Vice-presidents,  Miss  G.  M.  Walton 
and  Miss  I.  C.  Roberts;  Secretary,  Mrs.  A.  F. 
Parsons;  Treasurer,  Miss  Lucy  Ball. 

ANNIE  F.  PARSONS,  Secretary, 

LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION    OF    CENTRAL    CAL- 
IFORNIA. 

THE  regular  meeting  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion of  Central  California  was  held  at  the  Me- 
chanics' Institute,  on  Friday,  September  13, 

1895- 

President  Rowell  presided,  and  in  an  intro- 
ductory address  called  attention  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  C.  C.  Terrill,  a  trustee  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  and  appointed  Messrs.  Cleary  and 
Clark  a  committee  to  prepare  suitable  resolu- 
tions of  respect. 

He  then  introduced  Miss  Kumli,  librarian  of 
the  Santa  Rosa  Public  Library,  who  gave  a 
thoughtful  paper  on  the  topic  of  the  evening, 
"  State  aid  to  libraries."  She  dwelt  particu- 
larly on  the  necessity  of  amending  the  state  li- 
brary law,  pointing  out  some  of  the  conflicting 
clauses,  and  suggesting  improvements,  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  library. 

Mr.  Harbourne  followed  in  a  paper  covering 
the  same  general  ground. 

Mr.  Layman,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Cleary,  and  Mr. 
Dupuy  made  short  addresses,  and  considerable 
discussion  followed  on  the  following  branches 
of  the  subject:  "Should  the  state  make  grants 
of  money  to  public  libraries?"  "Should  the 
state  organize  a  system  of  travelling  libraries  ?  " 
"  Should  California  have  a  library  commission  ?" 
"  Relation  of  the  state  and  the  state  university 
libraries  to  public  libraries,"  "  Is  any  new  legis- 
lation advisable  ?" 

The  chairman  appointed  a  committee  of  five 
to  formulate  the  views  of  the  evening  into  a 
draft  of  a  law  to  be  submitted  by  them  to  the 
Code  Commission  now  in  session,  for  incorpo- 
ration in  the  state  codes. 

The  president  announced  that  the  topic  for 
the  October  meeting  would  be  "  Library  speciali- 
zation and  co-operation." 

A.  M.  JELLISON,  Secretary. 


New  fork  State  Cibrarj)  School. 


LIST  OP  STUDENTS,  1895-96. 

THE  fall  term  opened   Wednesday,    October 
2,  with  the  following  students: 

SENIOR  CLASS. 

Avery,  Myrtilla,  Katonah,  N.  Y.  B.A.  Welles- 
ley  college,  1891. 

Betteridge,  Grace  Lillian,  Brockport,  N.  Y. 
Wellesley  college,  1887-89. 

Biscoe,  Ellen  Dodge,  Albany,  N.  Y.  Wellesley 
college,  1885-88. 

Bullock,  Waller  Irene,  Baltimore,  Md.  Welles- 
ley  college,  1892-94. 

Corwin,  Euphemia  Kipp,  Greendale,  N.  Y. 

Crawford,  Esther,  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa.  B.L. 
Iowa  Agricultural  college,  1887. 

Curtis,  Florence  Rising,  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. 
Wells  college,  1891  -94. 

Olcott,  Frances  Jenkins,  Nassau,  N.  Y. 

Pond,  Nannie  May,  Woonsocket,  R.  I,  B.S. 
Wellesley  college,  1893. 

JUNIOR  CLASS. 

Abbot,  Etheldred,   Utica,  N.  Y.     B.A.  Vassar 

college,  1895. 

Ames,  Anne  Seymour,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Andrews,  Elisabeth  Parkhill,  Wethersfield,  Ct. 
Atkinson,   Jane,  Holicong,  Pa.     B.A.    Swarth- 

more  college,  1893. 
Fellows,  Jennie  Dorcas,  Norwich,  Ct. 
Flagg,  Charles  Allcott,  Sandwich,  Mass.     B.A. 

Bowdoin  college,  1894. 
Frisbee,  Edward   Selah,  Albany,  N.  Y.      B.A. 

Amherst  college,  1860;  M.A.  1866;  D.D.  1878. 
Hopkins,  Julia  Anna,  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
lies,   Constance    Hurford,    Providence,    R.   I. 

B.L.  Smith  college,  1895. 
Ku,effner,   Cecilia  Wanda,    Cambridge,    Mass. 

University  of  Michigan,    1892-93;    Radcliffe 

college,  1893-94. 
Langworthy,     Louise,     Alfred,     N.  Y.     Ph.B. 

Alfred  University,  1895. 
Lord,  Isabel  Ely,  Essex,  Ct. 
McNair,   Mary   Wilson,   Oneida,  N.  Y.     B.A. 

Elmira  college,  1895. 
Morse,  Anna    Louise,    Millbury,   Mass.     B.A. 

Smith  college,  1892. 
Newman,  Alice,  Pittsfield,  Mass.    B.S.  Wellesley 

college,  1893. 
Pierson,  Harriet  Wheeler,  Florida,  N.    Y.    Mt. 

Holyoke  college,  1892-94. 
Smith,     Bessie    Sargeant,     Wellesley,     Mass. 

B.A.  Wellesley  college,  1895. 
Terwilliger,  Mary  Sayers,  Alfred,  N.  Y.     Ph.B. 

Alfred  university,  1890;  Ph.M.  1892. 
Thompson,  Madeleine  Sylvester,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

B.S.  Cornell  university,  1882. 
Thorne,  Elisabeth  Gertrude,  Skaneateles,  N.  Y. 

B.A.  Vassar  college,  1895. 
Waterman,  Lucy  Dwight,  Gorham,  Me. 
Willard,  Julia  Etta,   Watertown,    N.  Y.     B.L. 

Cornell  university,  1885. 

MARY  S.  CUTLER. 
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LOCAL. 

Alleghanv,  Pa.  Carnegie  F.  L.  (5th  rpt.) 
Added  3784  ;  total  27,201.  Issued,  home  use 
I25,442(fict.  66.95  %;  juv.  2i.3O$);ref.use  55,935; 
reading-room  use  of  periodicals  159.791.  New 
card-holders  2210;  total  registration  11,914. 
Receipts  $15,000;  expenses $14, 875.16  (spent  for 
books  $5976.13)- 

Mr.  Stevenson  says:  "  To  say  that  the  libra- 
rian's most  important  and  difficult  task  is  the 
selection  of  books  is  but  to  utter  a  common- 
place. But  after  the  selection  of  the  book  as 
literature  is  made,  then  comes  the  difficulty  of 
selecting  or  procuring  the  books  as  a  commercial 
commodity.  This  part  of  a  librarian's  work  is 
growing  more  difficult  every  year,  on  account  of 
the  increasing  use  of  wood-pulp  paper  by  book 
publishers.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
not  a  single  American  publishing  house  in  this 
country  makes  uniformly  good  books.  Even 
the  old  conservative  houses  that  the  librarians 
always  depended  on  seem  to  be  succumbing  to 
the  mercenary  spirit  that  prompts  the  putting  on 
the  public  of  books  that  are  not  worthy  of  the 
name.  Publishers  say  that  the  competition 
drives  them  to  this.  The  only  thing  left  for  li- 
brarians to  do  is  to  omit  all  wood-pulp  paper 
books  from  their  lists,  and  that  is  what  many 
are  now  doing.  Most  of  such  books  have  now 
disappeared  from  this  library  and  are  not  likely 
to  be  replaced.  As  a  general  rule  the  wood- 
pulp  paper  book  is  no  better  as  literature  than 
it  is  as  paper,  fortunately  enough.  But  this  is 
not  always  the  case.  There  are  many  standard 
English  publications  that  cannot  be  found  in 
any  decent  American  edition.  Of  the  3000  vol- 
umes added  the  last  year  the  larger  number 
were  books  made  in  England,  and  with  but  few 
exceptions  they  are  books  that  any  library  may 
be  proud  of." 

Battle  Creek  (Mich.)  P.  S.  L.  Added  1104; 
total  13,139.  Issued  42,772.  No.  card-holders 

3689. 

Bridgeport  (Ct.)  P.  L.  The  second  annual 
photographic  exhibit  in  the  art  department  of 
the  library  opened  on  Sept.  26,  to  continue  un- 
til Nov.  2.  Every  Thursday  evening,  at  eight, 
during  the  exhibition,  there  is  a  stereopticon 
exhibition  of  photographic  lantern  slides,  ex- 
plained by  Frederick  C.  Beach,  of  the  American 
Amateur  Photographer. 

Brookline  (Mass.)  P.  L.  It  is  planned  to  estab- 
lish a  musiclibrary  as  a  department  of  the  library. 
It  will  be  arranged  in  a  separate  room,  with  read- 
ing-table and  writing  materials,  and  will  com- 
prise the  various  books  on  music  contained  in 
the  library,  in  all  about  400  v.  The  collection 
will  include  music  as  well  as  books  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  Mr.  Bolton  hopes  to  induce  music  pub- 
lishers to  contribute  to  the  collection.  The 
songs  and  ballads  peculiar  to  each  country  have 
been  separated  into  groups,  as  have  also  the 
operatic  works  of  the  great  composers.  The 


collection  has  been  increased  by  recent  gifts  of 
books  and  music  by  persons  interested  in  the 
work,  and  by  publishers. 

Chicago.  Building  Trades  L.  The  Building 
Trades  library,  intended  for  the  free  use  of 
workingmen,  which  was  opened  in  Chicago  in 
1892,  has  been  discontinued  after  an  unsuccess- 
ful existence.  It  was  started  by  subscription 
among  members  of  the  trades  unions  and  was  a 
circulating  library,  free  to  all  union  members 
or  persons  recommended  by  members.  Of  the 
4000  v.  on  the  shelves  at  the  beginning  but  2000 
remain.  The  project  never  won  the  interest  ex- 
pected, probably  owing  to  the  several  great  and 
accessible  free  libraries  of  the  city. 

Chicago,  Neivberry  L.  The  third  annual  report 
of  the  trustees  describes  briefly  the  removal  of 
the  library  to  its  new  building.  At  that  time 
the  library  contained  123,516  v.  and  30,556 
pamphlets,  and  the  readers  for  the  year  (1894) 
were  58,618,  of  whom  45,850  were  men. 

Cleveland  (0.)  P.  L.  The  school  board  on 
Oct.  i  decided  to  sell  the  public  library  building, 
allowing  the  board  of  education  to  continue  their 
use  of  it  until  Oct.  i,  1897.  This  gives  the  li- 
brary 18  months  in  which  to  prepare  for  removal 
and  settle  on  new  quarters.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
action  may  result  in  the  erection  of  a  new  li- 
brary building,  which  is  much  needed. 

Denver  (Colo.}  City  L.  The  two-book  system 
was  adopted  at  the  library  early  in  September. 
Two  cards  are  used  in  charging  the  books. 

Des  Moines  (ft.)  P.  L.  It  has  been  decided 
to  remove  the  library  to  temporary  quarters 
until  the  new  building  to  be  erected  by  the  city 
is  completed.  The  overcrowded  and  uncomforta- 
ble condition  of  the  present  rooms  makes  the 
change  necessary.  The  new  quarters  comprise 
the  lower  floor  of  the  Rogg  building,  corner  of 
Eighth  and  Locust  streets,  and  afford  about 
three  times  as  much  room  as  is  now  available. 

Erie,  Pa.  On  September  10  the  corner-stone 
of  a  public  library  building  was  laid,  with  ap- 
propriate ceremonies. 

Everett,  Mass.  Parlin  L.  The  new  Fred- 
erick E.  Parlin  Memorial  Library  was  formally 
dedicated  on  September  17,  the  exercises  being 
held  in  the  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall.  The  at- 
tractive building,  which  cost  $21 ,972,  was  opened 
to  the  public  on  the  following  day. 

Fall  River  (Mass. )  P.  L.  On  September  1 3  the 
trustees  accepted  the  plans  for  the  new  library 
building  submitted  in  competition  by  Cram, 
Wentworth  &  Goodhue,  of  Boston.  There  were 
1 8  architects  in  the  competition.  The  selected 
drawings  were  placed  on  exhibition  the  following 
day.  The  design  adopted,  based  on  the  best 
available  models,  shows  an  effect  of  solidity  in 
appearance  and  construction.1"  It  presents  the 
typical  Roman  palace,  with  its  central  cortile  — 
in  this  instance  covered  with  glass,  and  used  as 
a  delivery-room.  A  vestibule,  surmounted  by  a 
lofty  dome,  gives  access  to  the  librarian's,  trus- 
tees', and  central  delivery-rooms.  These  three 
rooms  occupy  an  area  of  2250  square  feet.  The 
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main  court  extends  to  the  full  height  of  the  build- 
ing, with  an  arcade  of  marble  columns  entirely 
surrounding  it  on  the  second  floor.  The  gen- 
eral delivery-room  communicates,  through  fire- 
proof doors,  with  the  stack-room,  with  an  area 
of  2600  square  feet,  and  also  into  a  cataloging- 
room,  with  an  area  of  550  square  feet.  An  his- 
torical or  art  collection  room  is  on  the  principal 
floor.  A  reference-room  of  800  square  feet  is 
arranged  for,  between  the  art  and  the  reading 
rooms.  A  side  entrance  has  been  provided  for 
which  leads  direct  to  the  periodical  and  chil- 
dren's rooms,  and  also  to  the  rooms  of  the 
school  committee  in  the  second  story.  From 
the  floor  level  on  Elm  street  is  the  principal  base- 
ment entrance.  A  toilet-room,  a  large  work- 
room and  boiler-room,  all  taking  in  about  300 
square  feet,  are  in  this  part  of  the  building. 
Arranged  around  the  central  hall,  on  the  second 
floor,  are  the  quarters  for  the  school  committee. 
A  general  office,  board-room,  a  sub-committee- 
room,  and  superintendent's  office  are  reached 
from  th 2  gallery  about  the  central  court.  The 
structure  is  of  the  Italian  renaissance  style,  and 
stands  56  feet  high  on  the  Main  street  eleva- 
tion. The  library  will  occupy  a  most  com- 
manding site,  and  its  architecture  is  com- 
mensurate with  its  surroundings.  Including  the 
basement,  the  building  will  be  of  three  stories. 
Over  the  front  entrance  the  national,  state,  and 
city  seals  will  be  cut.  The  building  will  be  130 
feet  on  Main  street  and  80  feet  on  Elm.  The 
stack-room  extends  from  the  basement  to  the 
loof,  and  has  a  capacity  for  400,00x5  v.  By 
legislative  enactment  a  loan  of  $150,000  was  se- 
cured, but  at  least  $roo,ooo  more  will  be  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  ideas  suggested  by  the 
plans.  Mrs.  Sara  S.  Brayton  parted  with  the 
site,  worth  $125,000,  for  $50,000,  and  this  leaves 
but  $100,000  to  complete  the  construction  of  the 
building  and  put  it  in  shape  for  use.  Limestone 
or  sandstone  will  probably  be  used  in  the  con- 
struction. 

Independence  (la.)  F.  L.  Added  10;  total 
3731;  issued  14,483;  borrowers  209.  Receipts 
$2586.62;  expenses  $1719.68. 

The  report  covers  the  period  from  March  i, 
1894,  to  June  30,  1895. 

"  The  library  in  June,  1895,  was  removed  into 
the  new  library  building  erected  in  pursuance  of 
the  conditions  of  the  will  of  the  late  Perry 
Munson,  in  which  he  made  the  munificent 
donation  of  $15,000  for  that  purpose,  the  lots 
on  which  the  same  is  erected  having  been  do- 
nated bv  Jed  Lake.  It  is  now  located  in  fine, 
commodious  quarters,  free  of  rent." 

Johns  Hopkins  Univ.  L.,  Baltimore.  The 
fine  Semitic  library  of  the  late  Prof.  Dillman.of 
the  University  of  Berlin,  has  been  obtained  by 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  through  the  gen- 
erosity of  a  friend,  who  desires  to  remain  anony- 
mous. The  purchase  of  the  library,  for  20,000 
marks,  was  made  by  Prof.  Paul  Haupt,  of  the 
oriental  department  of  the  university,  who  re- 
turned from  Europe  on  October  r,  bringing  the 
collection  with  him.  The  Dillman  library,  which 
contains  about  5000  v.,  is  especially  rich  in  works 
upon  the  biblical  languages,  and  is  also  very 


full  in  the  department  of  Ethiopic  language  and 
literature.  It  will  be  placed  in  the  room  of  the 
Oriental  Seminary,  and  will  be  known  as  the 
"  Dillman  collection." 

Lincoln  (Neb.}  P.  L.  Added  752;  total  10,905; 
lost  and  paid  for  24  ;  lost  4.  Issued,  home  use 
81,155  (fict.  80  <£);  ref.  use  12,807.  New  card- 
holders 1175;  total  registration  4900.  There 
are  178  magazines  and  periodicals  on  file  in  the 
reading-room. 

The  use  of  the  reference-room,  which  is  large 
and  well  lighted,  increases  constantly.  All  the 
bound  volumes  of  magazines,  Poole's  index,  and 
many  reference-books  have  recently  been  placed 
in  the  reference  room  for  free  access,  but  in 
spite  of  this  large  addition  to  the  unrecorded 
use  of  books,  thete  has  been  an  increase  of  2466 
over  the  previous  year  in  the  books  issued  for 
reference  use.  There  has  been  a  slight  decrease 
in  home  circulation  since  the  removal  of  the  libra- 
ry, but  this  is  probably  only  temporary.  Miss 
Dennis  suggests  that  the  issue  of  two  books  on 
a  card  be  tried. 

Michigan  State  L.,  Lansing.  Mrs.  Spencer, 
the  state  librarian,  has  issued  a  general  request 
that  the  various  literary  clubs,  reading  circles, 
etc.,  in  the  state  send  to  her  a  copy  of  their 
season's  program  or  outline  of  work.  The 
law  passed  last  winter  authorizes  the  state  li- 
brarian to  assist  and  aid  such  societies  as  far  as 
practicable,  and  Mrs.  Spencer  is  anxious  to 
make  this  work  a  helpful  and  useful  feature  of 
the  state  library. 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  P.  L.  The  bids  for  the 
new  library-museum  building  were  opened  on 
September  28  and  were  found  to  be  so  low  as  to 
insure  the  construction  of  the  building  according 
to  the  accepted  plans  of  architects  Ferry  & 
Clas.  This  was  a  pleasant  surprise  to  the  li- 
brary authorities,  who  had  feared  that  the 
estimates  would  largely  exceed  the  $500,000 
appropriation.  The  bids  range  from  $400,000 
to  $"500  ooo.  Contracts  have  not  yet  been 
awarded. 

Minneapolis  (Minn.)  P.  L.  The  library  has 
arranged  an  interesting  exhibition  of  Bibles, 
prayer  books,  and  curios,  the  property  of  Rev. 
John  Wright,  the  author  of  "  Early  Bibles 
of  America."  These,  with  a  rare  collection  of 
Indian  Bibles,  the  property  of  the  public  library, 
and  a  prayer-book  of  the  fine  limited  edition, 
published  by  the  last  convention,  are  placed  in 
the  directors'  room  under  a  custodian.  In  the 
collection  is  Melancthon's  Bible,  with  notes  in 
his  own  handwriting,  and  a  prayer-book  that 
belonged  to  Shelley,  with  a  letter  of  the  poet's. 

Montclair(N.  /.)  F.  P.  L.  (2d  rept.)  Added 
1723:  total  4173;  issued  23. 289  (fict.  13,276;  juv. 
6242).  No.  borrowers  1532.  Receipts  $5081.82; 
expenses  $4146.39. 

The  trustees  urge  the  necessity  of  a  suitable 
and  well-arranged  reading-room.  A  general 
finding-list  of  all  the  DOCKS  in  the  library  has 
been  prepared. 

New  Haven  (Ct.)  P.  Z.  The  children's  de- 
partment of  the  library  was  opened  in  the  first 
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week  of  September,  and  has  proved  very  popu- 
lar. It  is  located  in  the  gallery,  extending 
nearly  two-thirds  the  length  of  the  building,  and 
contains  about  1 200  v.  One  long  reading-table 
is  devoted  to  magazines  and  periodicals.  The 
department  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  library 
proper,  a  separate  list  of  card-holders  being 
kept.  There  is  no  age  limit. 

Newark  (N.  /.)  P.  L.  The  library  trustees, 
who  recently  returned  from  a  tour  of  inspection 
among  Eastern  libraries,  have  decided  to  make 
a  second  trip  to  visit  the  chief  libraries  of  the 
West.  These  tours  of  inspection  are  intended 
to  furnish  hints  and  suggestions  for  the  new  li- 
brary building  which  it  is  planned  to  erect  in 
Newark. 

Newton  Centre,  Mass.  Ne-wton  Theol.  Insti- 
tution. The  new  Hills  Library  of  the  Newton 
Theological  Institution  was  formally  dedicated 
on  September  27,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  au- 
dience. The  building  stands  on  the  crown  of 
Institution  Hill,  and  is  a  handsome  two-story 
structure  in  "the  Greek  type  of  architecture, 
built  of  light  brick,  with  freestone  trimmings. 
The  exterior  is  quite  plain.  In  front  there  is 
an  Ionic  portico,  flanked  by  two  courts  and  win- 
dows separated  by  pilasters.  In  the  basement 
is  the  stack-room,  a  reading-room,  printing  plant, 
three  study-rooms,  toilet  apartments,  and  fire- 
proof room  containing  the  heating  apparatus. 
The  main  reading-room  is  located  on  the  first 
floor,  and  is  to  be  known  as  the  Hartshorn  me- 
morial-room. Its  dimensions  are  40  x  58  feet. 
It  is  named  in  honor  of  one  of  the  principal 
donors  to  the  library  fund.  The  entrance  vesti- 
bules are  on  this  floor,  also  the  librarian's  room, 
offices,  and  another  stack-room.  The  rooms  of 
the  Backus  Historical  Society  are  located  on  the 
second  floor ;  also  the  Backus  library-room, 
toilet-rooms,  and  study  apartments.  The  library 
has  at  present  a  capacity  of  50,000  v.,  with 
opportunities  for  an  increase  of  25,000  v. 

North  Attleboro\  Mass.  Richards  Memorial 
L.  The  memorial  library  building,  presented 
to  North  Attleboro'  by  the  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  I.  Richards  as  a  memorial  to  them,  was 
dedicated  on  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  16.  The 
new  building  is  a  substantial  one  of  brick  and 
stone,  costing  about  $60,000,  finely  fitted  up  in- 
side, and  allowing  for  the  expansion  of  the  li- 
brary for  years  to  come.  The  exercises  were 
held  on  the  lawn  adjoining  the  library  grounds. 
Previous  to  that  time  about  1000  school-children 
assembled  and  marched  to  the  library,  escorted 
by  the  Boys'  brigade  company  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  a  band.  Until  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  building  the  band  played,  but  then 
the  children  struck  up  the  well-known  words 
of  "Onward,  Christian  soldiers,"  to  the  music 
of  which  they  proceeded  to  the  grounds.  There 
the  building  was  formally  presented  to  the 
town  by  Rev.  George  E.  Osgood,  and  received 
by  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen, 
John  Q.  Hennigan.  Then  came  an  oration  by 
Hon.  John  D.  Long.  The  exercises  closed  with 
the  singing  of  "  America  "  by  the  whole  assem- 
blage, led  by  the  band.  Later  the  books  owned 


by  the  town,  over  4000  volumes,  were  removed 
from  the  present  leased  quarters  to  the  new 
building,  which  was  then  opened  to  the  public. 

Oakland  (Co/.)  F.  L.  (i7th  rpt.)  Added 
3122;  total  28,102.  Issued,  home  use  118,605; 
visitors  to  ref.  room  8218  (six  months  only). 
New  borrowers  2045;  total  registration  8861. 
Receipts  $23,973.14;  expenses  $23,555.92. 

"  Since  our  last  annual  report  four  delivery 
stations  have  been  established  for  the  benefit  of 
those  residing  at  a  distance  from  the  main  li- 
brary. They  are  located  in  the  branch  reading- 
rooms  at  the  extreme  eastern,  northern,  and 
western  parts  of  the  city.  There  is  a  notable 
increase  in  the  number  of  books  called  for  as 
well  as  an  improvement  in  the  character  of 
books  read,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
borrowers  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  send 
for,  owing  to  the  lack  of  a  catalog  or  printed 
lists  of  the  books  in  the  main  library. 

"  The  central  reading-room,  which  from  the 
inception  of  the  library  has  occupied  the  lower 
floor  of  the  library  building,  has  been  removed 
to  more  convenient  quarters  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  library.  This  change  has  proved 
eminently  satisfactory  to  the  patrons  of  the 
reading-room.  By  the  change  we  were  enabled 
to  fit  up  the  lower  floor  of  the  library  building 
as  a  delivery-room,  removing  some  10,000  vol- 
umes from  the  overcrowded  room  above.  The 
removal  of  these  books  permitted  us  to  arrange 
and  display  to  better  advantage  the  remaining 
20,000  volumes,  and  convert  the  room  into  a 
quiet  reading  and  reference  department.  This 
department  is  now  in  charge  of  an  able  assist- 
ant, who  will  devote  his  time  to  assisting  stu- 
dents and  others  in  their  research." 

The  trustees  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
"  the  work  of  cataloging  the  library  is  nearing 
completion.  This  has  taken  longer  than  was 
anticipated,  but  has  been  done  in  a  thoroughly 
scientific  manner  and  need  never  be  done  again. 
The  Rudolph  indexer  system  having  been  sub- 
stituted for  the  antiquated  card-catalog  system, 
the  catalog  is  readily  accessible  to  every  one 
visiting  the  library.  But  there  is  demand  for  a 
printed  finding-list  that  can  be  consulted  at  home, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  such  a  publication 
would  greatly  add  to  the  popularity  and  use- 
fulness of  the  library  and  materially  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  delivery-station  system.  No 
catalog  has  been  issued  since  1885,  and  as  the 
number  of  volumes  in  the  library  has  trebled 
since  then,  it  is  practically  useless." 

At  a  city  council  meeting,  held  on  Septem- 
ber ir,  $2000  was  voted  to  the  library  for  the 
printing  of  a  catalog,  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  trustees,  that  sum  being  half 
of  the  amount  asked  for. 

Omaha  (Neb.)  P.  L.  A  children's  department 
has  been  established,  with  free  access  to  the 
shelves.  The  return  and  delivery  of  books  and 
the  reading  of  magazines  by  children  are  con- 
ducted here  instead  of  in  the  main  departments, 
as  heretofore,  with  most  satisfactory  results. 

Peoria  (III.)  P.  L.  The  corner-stone  of  the 
new  library  building  was  laid  on  the  afternoon 
of  September  30,  a  few  of  the  directors  and 
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friends  of  the  association  being  present.  The 
exercises  were  conducted  by  Librarian  E.  S. 
Willcox.  The  erection  of  the  building  will  be 
pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Philadelphia.     THE  PHILADELPHIA  LIBRARY  (in 
Phila.  Inquirer,  Sept.  22),  4^  col.,  il. 
An  account  of  the  organization,  growth,  and 
present  condition  of  the  Library  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  describing  some  of  the  more  val- 
uable books  in  the  collection  ;  illustrated  with 
four  cuts  of  the  various  library  buildings. 

Philadelphia.  T.  Morris  Perot,  president  of 
the  Mercantile  Library,  on  October  i  addressed 
to  the  city  councils  a  letter  in  which  he  offered 
to  make  the  Mercantile  Library  a  free  public  li- 
brary on  condition  that  the  city  appropriate  a 
sufficient  annual  amount  to  cover  its  mainte- 
nance. In  his  letter,  after  giving  a  short  his- 
tory of  the  library  and  describing  the  extent  of 
the  collection ,  Mr.  Perot  says :  "  It  is  proposed  to 
give  to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  the  full  use 
of  this  valuable  library,  and  it  is  offered  to  the 
city  so  as  to  make  it  a  public  institution,  open 
and  free  to  all,  the  city  being  asked  only  to  ap- 
propriate annually  such  a  sum  as  will  maintain 
it.  Further,  if  so  desired,  this  institution  will 
accept  the  care  of  the  libraries  established  by 
councils  in  several  parts  of  the  city  and  con- 
tinue them  as  branch  libraries.  This  will  make 
these  libraries  doubly  or  trebly  valuable  to  the 
people  of  the  neighborhoods  in  which  they  are 
situated,  as  the  main  library  can  at  any  time 
throw  into  any  of  these  branches  10,000,  20,000, 
or  30,000  volumes.  If  necessary  it  can,  by  es- 
tablishing express  wagons  between  the  main  li- 
brary and  the  branches,  deliver  books  from  one 
to  the  other  several  times  daily,  thus  giving  to 
these  branches  the  advantage  of  180,000  vol- 
umes, in  addition  to  those  owned  by  them- 
selves." 

The  directors  of  the  library  do  not,  however, 
propose  to  turn  its  administration  over  toothers. 
The  ownership  and  control  of  the  entire  prop- 
erty is  to  continue,  as  heretofore,  in  their  hands, 
with  the  addition  of  three  ex-officio  trustees 
from  the  city  government.  Owing  to  this  fact 
and  the  impossibility  of  consolidating  the  li- 
brary —  as  a  central  public  library  —  under  these 
conditions  with  the  various  smaller  libraries  now 
established,  it  is  a  question  if  the  offer  will  be 
accepted. 

Piermont  (N.  Y.)  P.  L.  The  new  library  build- 
ing was  opened  for  inspection  on  the  evening  of 
September  16.  The  library  is  an  outgrowth  of 
the  local  Village  Improvement  Association  and 
begins  work  with  about  100  volumes,  supplied 
by  the  Regents  of  the  state  university. 

Richmond,  Ind.  Morrisson~Reeves  L.  The 
beautiful  memorial  window,  given  to  the  library 
in  memory  of  Robert  Morrisson,  its  founder,  by 
his  great-grandchildren  Bertha  and  James  W. 
Morrisson,  is  described  and  illustrated  in  an 
artistic  little  pamphlet  recently  issued  by  the  li- 
brary committee.  The  window  illustrates  the  dis- 
covery of  printing  by  Gutenberg.  The  central 


window  shows  Gutenberg  in  the  act  of  dn.  wing 
a  printed  sheet  from  the  press,  and  showing  to 
his  companions,  Fust  and  Schoeller,  the  practi- 
cability of  his  invention.  The  smaller  windows 
above  depict  representative  facts  in  the  history 
of  literature  and  printing;  these  include  the 
names,  dates,  and  arms  of  Moliere,  Lope  de 
Vega,  Dante,  and  Goethe;  the  book-marks  of 
Caxton,  Manutius.  Vostre,  and  Plantin;  and  the 
names,  dates,  and  arms  of  Chaucer,  Bacon, 
Shakespeare,  and  Milton. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  Reynolds  Library.  On  Octo- 
ber i  the  library  was  opened  in  its  new  home 
without  formal  ceremonies.  There  was  a  large 
and  interested  attendance  of  visitors. 

St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  P.  L.  (5th  rpt.)  Added 
1551  ;  total  12,859.  Issued,  home  use  108,882 
(fict.  and  juv.  .818  %} ;  ref.  use  915  (no  record 
of  general  ref.  use  is  kept). 

"A  large  number  of  pictures  accumulated  in 
the  library  have  been  mounted  on  stiff  paper 
and  sent  in  portfolios  to  the  schools  for  the  use 
of  the  younger  scholars.  These  pictures  serve 
to  illustrate  history  and  geography  lessons,  ed- 
ucate the  taste  of  the  little  ones  and  give  them 
pleasure  in  beautiful  things,  and  have  been 
highly  appreciated  by  both  teachers  and  schol- 
ars. 

"A  list  of  100  good  novels  published  in  De- 
cember has  been  influential  in  improving  the 
class  of  novels  read." 

San  Francisco  (Cal.)  F.  L.  It  has  been  de- 
cided to  establish  a  children's  department  in  a 
room  on  the  second  floor  of  the  library  build- 
ing, heretofore  used  as  a  ladies'  reading-room. 
It  will  be  well  provided  with  periodicals  and  ac- 
cessible books,  and  will  be  used  both  as  a  deliv- 
ery-room and  a  reading-room. 

SHAW,  W:  B.  The  Carnegie  libraries:  notes  on 
a  popular  educational  movement  in  "the 
greater  Pittsburgh."  (In  Review  of  reviews, 
Oct.,  p.  429- 435.)  il. 

An  interesting  account  of  the  Carnegie  Free 
Library  of  Alleghany,  the  Carnegie  Free  Li- 
brary of  Braddock,  and  the  Carnegie  Library 
of  Pittsburgh,  illustrated  with  views  of  the 
interiors  and  exteriors  of  the  buildings  and 
portraits  of  the  librarians. 

Somerville  (Mass.)  P.  L.  The  library  was  re- 
opened on  October  i,  after  having  been  closed 
for  alterations  since  July.  The  book-stacks  have 
been  entirely  rearranged  and  a  second  tier 
put  in,  several  new  windows  have  been  made, 
and  a  large  book-lift  has  been  installed.  The 
books  have  been  reclassified  according  to  the 
D.  C.,  and  a  new  catalog  has  been  prepared  and 
printed. 

South  Norivalk  (Ct.)  P.  L.  (sth  rpt.)  Added 
313;  total  3182.  Issued  17,710.  New  card- 
holders 264  ;  total  membership  1091  ;  visitors 
to  library,  39,903. 

Miss  Scott  urges  the  need  of  more  shelf-room 
and  of  several  standard  reference-books. 
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South  Orange  (N.  /.)  P.  L.  The  trustees 
have  adopted  plans  prepared  by  Stephenson  & 
Greene,  of  New  York,  for  a  new  library  build- 
ing, to  be  erected  on  the  lot  given  for  the  pur- 
pose by  Eugene  V.  Connett,  the  village  presi- 
dent. The  building  will  have  a  frontage  of  54 
feet,  with  a  depth  of  30  feet.  While  simple  in 
design,  the  general  effect  will  be  pleasing,  the 
high  peaked  roof  covered  with  red  slate  being 
broken  by  a  half-dormer,  relieving  its  plainness. 
The  building  is  to  be  constructed  of  Indianastone 
up  to  the  water-table,  and  above  that  point  of 
gray  pressed  brick.  The  trimmings  will  also  be 
of  Indiana  stone.  The  main  entrance  will  be  by 
a  wide  flight  of  stone  steps  leading  up  to  a  fine 
Norman  arch.  A  wide  hall  runs  through  the 
centre  of  the  building,  at  the  rear  of  which  is 
the  librarian's  office,  opening  through  wide 
arches  into  the  library-room  proper  on  the  one 
side,  and  into  the  reading-room  on  the  other. 
There  is  also  to  be  a  trustees'  room  and  the 
usual  offices.  The  library  will  have  shelving  ac- 
commodation for  25,000  v.,  and  the  alcoves  and 
shelves  will  be  of  oak,  cabinet  finished.  The 
same  trim  will  be  used  throughout  the  entire 
building.  Provision  is  to  be  made  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  walls  for  the  putting  in  of  a  mezza- 
nine floor  of  iron  whenever  in  the  future  this 
may  be  desirable,  and  in  this  way  nearly  doub- 
ling the  shelving  capacity.  Ground  is  to  be 
broken  at  once,  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  the 
building  ready  for  use  early  next  year. 

Southampton,  L.  I.  Rogers  Memorial  L.  The 
Rogers  Memorial  Library  was  formally  opened 
on  Sept.  28,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  audience, 
who  later  inspected  and  admired  the  building. 

The  building  was  designed  by  R.  H.  Robert- 
son, a  New  York  architect,  who  for  many  years 
has  been  a  summer  resident  of  Southampton.  It 
is  built  of  hard  burned  North  River  brick,  with  a 
slated  roof,  and  stands  upon  the  site  of  the  old 
Southampton  academy  in  the  centre  of  the 
village,  presenting  a  fine  frontage  of  more  than 
TOO  feet,  with  open  spaces  on  all  sides.  The 
plan  embraces  at  the  west  end  a  handsome  hall, 
with  a  seating  capacity  for  250  people.  It  is 
also  provided  with  a  large  well-lighted  reading- 
room,  a  reference  and  librarian's  room,  and  in 
the  centre,  lighted  from  above,  is  the  fire-proof 
room,  of  a  capacity  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
20,000  volumes.  Above  are  apartments  for  the 
custodian.  The  library  cost  $20,000,  and  was 
built  by  Holland  Emslie,  of  Cornwall  Landing, 
New  York.  In  addition  to  the  Rogers  bequest 
the  sum  of  $5115  was  raised  by  private  subscrip- 
tion, which  is  to  be  kept  as  a  permanent  main- 
tenance fund.  The  trustees  expect  also  that 
the  hall  will  yield  a  good  return.  The  library 
begins  with  about  1000  volumes  of  standard  and 
popular  books,  to  be  increased  by  the  active  co- 
operation of  an  experienced  committee. 

'•I  University  of  Illinois,  Champaign.  Plans  for 
the  new  library  building,  for  which  the  last  leg- 
islature awarded  $150,000,  were  selected  on 
Sept.  22.  The  plans  were  submitted  in  compe- 
tition, and  four  were  selected  as  prize-winners. 
The  first  choice  was  given  to  the  designs  of  E: 
G.  Bolles,  of  Springfield,  the  three  other  archi- 


tects receiving  prizes  of  from  $300  to  $100,  re- 
spectively. The  plans  chosen  call  for  an  artis- 
tic two-story  building,  having  east  and  west 
fronts  exactly  alike.  The  main  entrances  are 
through  great  archways  and  are  reached  by  steps 
down  to  the  basement  and  up  to  the  main  floor, 
all  steps  being  within  the  loggia.  On  the  first  floor 
are  the  main  reading-room,  periodical-room, 
reference-rooms,  parlors,  librarian's  room,  de- 
livery-desk, etc.  The  arrangement  of  this  floor 
gives  from  the  delivery-desk  an  unobstructed 
view  of  almost  the  entire  floor-space.  The  read- 
ing-room, 60  by  90,  takes  the  north  portion  of  the 
floor  and  extends  up  through  the  second  story. 
The  administrative  offices  will  be  on  the  second 
floor.  Entering  the  rotunda  from  the  west,  the 
president's  suite  of  rooms  lies  to  the  left,  trus- 
tees' rooms  to  the  right,  registrar's  and  business 
agent's  rooms  directly  in  front.  At  the  north 
end  of  the  rotunda  is  a  gallery  separated  from 
and  overlooking  the  main  reading-room  on  the 
first  floor.  There  are  three  book-rooms,  each 
having  shelving  capacity  for  54,432  volumes,  or 
a  total  of  163,296.  The  walls  of  the  book-rooms 
are  to  be  hollow,  with  inner  shell  of  buff-enam- 
elled brick.  The  interior  construction  is  to  be 
of  the  steel  skeleton  order,  with  porous  tile  fire- 
proofing,  all  heavy  inner  walls  to  be  of  brick. 
The  exterior  walls  are  to  be  of  stone  backed 
with  brick,  two  colors  of  stone  being  used,  one 
for  the  body,  the  other  for  trimming.  Marble 
wainscotting  and  frescoing  will  be  used  through- 
out the  structure.  It  is  the  intention  to  make 
the  building  as  nearly  fire-proof  as  it  can  be 
made,  and  to  equip  it  with  every  convenience 
of  the  most  modern  and  approved  design. 

Washington,  D.  C.  Congressional  L.  Work 
is  now  in  progress  upon  the  underground  book  V 
railway,  which  is  to  be  put  in  operation  between  A 
the  capitol  and  the  new  Congressional  Library 
building.  A  trench  noo  feet  long  has  been 
made  across  the  capitol  park,  and  in  it  will  be 
constructed  a  brick  conduit  six  feet  high  and 
four  feet  wide,  which  will  enter  the  basement  of 
the  library  building  and  the  basement  of  the 
capitol,  connecting  by  shafts  with  the  main 
floors  of  both  buildings.  A  small  cable  will  be 
run  through  this  conduit,  upon  which  will  travel 
two  book-carriers.  Telephone  wires  will  also 
be  laid  between  the  buildings,  and  it  is  thought 
that  in  this  way  it  will  be  feasible  to  supply 
books  directly  to  congressmen  with  ease  and 
rapidity. 

Washington  Heights  (N.  Y.  City)  F.  L. 
(27th  rpt.)  Added  626;  total  10,063.  Issued 
22,552;  visitors  to  reading-room  7652.  Receipts 
$2512.19;  expenses  $1935.83. 

"  The  increase  in  the  number  of  books  pur- 
chased has  necessitated  an  increase  in  our  shelv- 
ing room,  and  we  have  about  reached  the  limit 
of  our  present  quarters.  We  have  an  average  of 
about  30  readers  per  day  making  use  of  our 
reading-room." 

Whippany,  N.  J.  The  Mrs.  J.  F.  Roberts 
Memorial  Library  was  formally  opened  in 
Whiponong  Hall,  in  this  town,  on  Labor  Day. 
It  contains  about  2000  v. 
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Leiptig,  Germany.  The  name  of  C.  F.  Peters, 
the  Leipzig  firm  of  music  publishers,  whose 
"Edition  Peters"  has  long  been  the  "hall 
mark  "  of  the  best  in  musical  literature,  is  destined 
to  be  perpetuated  in  the  Musikbibliothek 
Peters,  dedicated  January  2, .1894.  The  library, 
which  has  been  open  to  the  public  over  a  year 
and  a  half,  contains  about  10,000  volumes,  in- 
cluding the  works  of  the  leading  composers. 
Among  the  curiosities  of  the  library  are  the 
complete  manuscript  scores  of  a  number  of 
operas  that  have  never  been  printed.  The  first 
annual  report,  edited  by  Emil  Vogel.,  contains  a 
bibliography  of  books  on  music  and  periodicals 
devoted  to  the  subject  issued  in  1894  ;  also,  a 
list  of  the  musical  libraries  of  Europe.  Accord- 
ing to  this  list  Germany  has  103  libraries  with 
more  or  less  extensive  collections  of  music,  and 
14  libraries  devoted  wholly  to  music  ;  Austro- 
Hungary  39  general,  43  special  ;  Switzerland,  9 
general,  i  special;  Italy,  60  general,  5  special; 
Spain,  7  general  ;  France,  25  general,  5  spe- 
cial; Belgium  and  Holland,  12  general,  5  spe- 
cial; Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  28  general,  4 
special  ;  Denmark  and  Sweden,  5  general, 
i  special;  and  Russia,  3  general.  In  an  appendix 
are  printed  10  hitherto  unknown  letters  by 
Franz  Schubert,  edited  by  Max  Friedlaender.  — 
(Jahrbuch  der  Musikbibliothek  Peters  fur  1894. 
i.  Jahrg.  hrsg.  von  Emil  Vogel.  Leipzig,  C.  F. 
Peters,  1895.  n6p.  O.  pap.) 

Upsala  (Sweden)  Univ.  L.  A  history  of  Up- 
sala  University,  by  Claes  Annerstedt,  the  chief 
librarian,  has  been  recently  issued  which  gives 
an  interesting  account  of  the  development  of  the 
library  up  to  1702.  Although  the  university  was 
founded  in  1477,  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  had 
a  library  before  1620,  when  Gustavus  Adolphus 
gave  to  the  university  his  private  library,  kept 
in  the  former  monastery  of  the  Gray  Friars  at 
Stockholm.  Before  that  time  the  professors  of 
the  university  had  used  the  library  belonging  to 
the  cathedral.  During  the  times  of  the  Thirty 
Years'  War  the  library  several  times  received 
from  the  king  and  from  successful  generals  gifts 
of  the  libraries  of  several  Catholic  monasteries, 
among  others  those  of  Braunsberg  and  Wlirzburg. 
Another  of  its  early  benefactors  was  the  favorite 
of  Queen  Christina,  Count  Magnus  Gabriel  Del- 
agardie,  who  gave  to  it  in  1669  65  manuscripts, 
among  them  the  famous  "Codex  Argenteus/' 
the  oldest  specimen  of  Teutonic  literature. 
After  his  death  the  library  received,  in  accord- 
ance with  his  will,  his  own  private  collection, 
which  was  the  finest  then  in  the  possession  of  any 
Swedish  private  man.  The  first  82  years  of  the 
library's  history,  here  told,  were  uneventful. 
Narrow  quarters,  insufficient  means,  careless- 
ness and  bad  management  on  the  part  of  the  au- 
thorities are  the  main  characteristics.  But  the 
library  grew.  At  the  end  of  the  I7th  century  it 
contained  30,000  volumes,  most  of  them  foreign, 
and  the  greater  part  Latin,  works.  In  1675 
there  were  only  80  Swedish  works,  but  in  1692 
the  library  received  the  copyright  privilege,  al- 
though the  printers  were  at  first  not  over-anx- 


ious to  obey  the  law  in  this  respect.  The  libra- 
rians were  taken  from  among  the  professors, 
and  held  the  office  in  addition  to  work  in  the 
latter  capacity.  The  work  fell  mostly  on  the 
amanuensis,  who  at  the  end  of  the  period  had 
the  title  of  vice-librarian.  In  1702  the  post  of  li- 
brarian was  assigned  to  Erik  Benzelius,  and 
under  his  regime  the  library  entered  on  a  new 
and  more  prosperous  career.  The  present  vol- 
ume by  the  chief  librarian  of  the  library  is,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  only  the  first  instalment  of  a 
complete  history  of  the  institution.  A.  G.  S.  J. — 
(Upsala  Universitets  historia  intill  ar  1702. 
Stockholm,  P.  A.  Norstedt  &  Soner,  1894. 
1 19  p.O.) 

PRACTICAL  NOTES. 

PASTING  BOOK- PLATES.  —  Miss  C.  R.  Barnett, 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Li- 
brary, sends  the  following  useful  suggestion  as 
to  pasting  book-plates  :  "  Some  of  the  readers 
of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  may  be  glad  to  hear 
of  a  simple  little  device  for  pasting  book-plates. 
Put  a  number  of  book-plates  together  so  as  to 
form  a  block  about  three  centimetres  in  thick- 
ness. Make  the  sides  perfectly  even,  and  then 
paste  a  piece  of  paper  on  one  side,  thus  making 
a  block  or  pad  of  book-plates.  When  the  back 
of  the  book-plate  has  been  pasted  it  can  easily 
be  detached  from  the  block.  This  solid  block 
of  book-plates  is  much  more  convenient  than 
having  a  block  of  wood  on  which  to  rest  the 
book  plate  while  it  is  being  pasted.  There  is 
no  danger  of  the  book-plate  slipping  off  the 
block,  nor  of  getting  paste  on  the  front  of  the 
book-plate." 


^Librarians. 


ALLAN,  Miss  Jessie,  librarian  of  the  Omaha 
(Neb.)  City  Library,  died  on  September  12, 
after  a  lingering  illness.  The  cause  of  her 
death  was  consumption,  which  attacked  her  in 
the  autumn  of  1893,  and  in  the  opinion  of  her 
physician  was  contracted  in  the  handling  of 
books  infected  with  tuberculosis  germs.  For 
the  past  two  years  Miss  Allan  fought  the  disease 
bravely,  trying  different  climates  and  methods 
of  treatment,  but  without  avail.  Miss  Allan 
was  connected  with  the  Omaha  Library  for  14 
years  and  had  been  librarian  for  10  years.  She 
was  born  in  Omaha,  December  15,  i86i,*her 
family  being  among  the  pioneer  settlers.  In 
1881,  on  leaving  the  high  school,  she  entered 
the  library  as  an  assistant,  in  1883  she  was  made 
acting  librarian,  and  in  the  following  year,  when 
her  sister,  who  was  then  librarian,  resigned  the 
position,  she  was  elected  librarian.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1893,  she  was  granted  leave  of  absence  on 
account  of  ill-health,  and  during  her  frequent 
long  and  sad  vacations  since  that  time  her  per- 
sonal work  at  the  library  was  necessarily  slight. 
A  week  or  so  before  her  death  she  resigned  her 
position  on  account  of  the  condition  of  her  health, 
and  in  accepting  the  resignation  the  following 
resolutions  were  passed  by  the  board  of  directors 
"  The  directors  of  the  Omaha  Public  Library,  for  them- 
selves and  the  reading  public  of  Omaha,  desire  to  express 
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to  Miss  Jessie  Allan  their  sincere  appreciation  of  her 
long,  faithful,  and  efficient  service  as  librarian.  The  best 
growth  of  the  library  has  been  coincident  with  Miss 
Allan's  management  and  in  large  measure  due  to  her  per- 
sonal effort.  She  brought  to  the  work  of  librarian  a 
natural  aptitude,  but  over  and  above  that  she  showed  a 
peculiar  alertness  to  the  needs  of  the  reading  public  and  a 
zeal  in  meeting  them  that  more  than  anything  else  estab- 
lished the  present  popularity  of  the  library." 

Miss  Allan  was  an  active  member  of  the 
American  Library  Association,  and  had  attended 
the  conferences  from  1888  to  1893,  with  the 
exception  of  the  1889  (Catskill)  conference. 
She  was  vice-president  of  the  Nebraska  Library 
Association,  and  was  always  an  interested  and 
effective  worker  in  library  matters.  She  was 
well  known  and  loved  in  Omaha  and  had  many 
warm  friends  in  the  A.  L.  A.  and  in  her  pro- 
fession generally. 

The  Omaha  World-Herald  says  :  "She  was 
a  little  woman,  alert  and  keen,  a  mere  bun- 
dle of  nerves  and  intelligence,  and  with  a 
sort  of  genius  for  the  work  which  she 
assumed.  There  are  born  librarians  as  well 
as  born  poets,  and  Miss  Allan  was  emphat- 
ically the  former.  A  knowledge  of  books 
came  to  her  as  easily  as  a  knowledge  of  music 
comes  to  some  persons.  Moreover,  her  knowl- 
edge was  not  sporadic,  nor  her  interest  impulsive. 
She  loved  books  well  enough  to  be  willing  to 
labor  long  and  hard,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  made  useful  to  others.  She  was  in  touch 
with  each  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  libra- 
ries, and  the  Omaha  Library  has  been  recata- 
loged  in  the  most  improved  manner,  with 
various  devices  for  assisting  borrowers  to  the 
volume  they  desire.  Much  of  this  cataloging 
was  done  by  Miss  Allan  when  she  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  do  any  work  whatever,  but  she  had 
a  strong  spirit  and  an  unfaltering  ambition  that 
sustained  her  when  others  would  have  yielded 
to  their  pains  and  lassitude.  Under  Miss 
Allen's  management  there  was  always  the  most 
obliging  service  at  the  library.  No  reference 
was  so  remote  that  Miss  Allan  or  her  assistants, 
acting  upon  her  instructions,  would  not  endeavor 
to  find  it.  No  request  was  so  preposterous  that 
it  would  not  be  given  respectful  consideration. 
One  who  has  had  experience  in  the  libraries  of 
other  cities  must  be  keenly  aware  of  the  fact 
that  in  the  Omaha  Library  was  to  be  found  un- 
usual courtesy  and  obligingness.  In  short,  Miss 
Allan,  in  the  days  of  her  health  and  vigor,  was 
possessed  of  a  strong  public  spirit,  and  she  was 
determined  to  make  the  library  as  useful  as  pos- 
sible to  this  community.  She  was  well  aware  of 
the  fact  that  it  was  a  community  which  needed 
many  books  and  good  books,  and  exerted  herself 
to  make  those  books  available  to  all,  and  to  en- 
courage those  who  needed  them  to  borrow  from 
the  public  shelves.  A  memory  of  the  sallow, 
vivacious,  friendly  little  face  of  the  librarian,  of 
her  trig  little  figure  in  its  dark  dress,  of  her 
large  brow,  and  intense  mentality,  her  hearty 
handshake,  her  reliable  knowledge,  will  linger 
long  with  those  who  knew  her.  She  was  a 
'  gallant  lady '  and  served  this  city  well." 

BARGER,  Thomas.  Owing  to  failing  health 
and  increasing  years,  the  library  committee  of. 


the  Liverpool  (Eng.)  Free  Library,  under  whom 
he  has  served  now  for  the  long  period  of  43 
years,  have  decided  to  recommend  that  a  super- 
rannuation  allowance  be  made  to  Thomas  Barger, 
keeper  at  the  Free  Library,  William  Brown 
street,  Liverpool.  Mr.  Barger  joined  the  Free 
Library  staff  on  the  day  the  library  was  opened 
in  Duke  street,  October  18, 1852.  He  has  served 
under  three  chairmen  and  under  three  librarians 
—  the  late  John  Stuart  Dalton,  the  late  George 
Hudson,  and  the  present  librarian,  Peter  Cow- 
ell.  Duiing  the  cotton  famine  at  the  time  of 
the  American  Civil  War,  some  30  to  35  years 
ago,  Mr.  Barger's  services  were  specially  in  re- 
quest, the  attendance  at  William  Brown  street 
increasing  so  enormously  that  the  corridors  and 
ante-rooms  at  the  library  had  to  be  fitted  up, 
lighted,  and  requisitioned  for  readers;  an  at- 
tendance of  750  at  one  time  and  a  daily  issue  of 
3000  volumes  was  no  uncommon  record.  After 
a  long  and  meritorious  service,  laden  with 
years,  at  the  age  of  nearly  78,  Mr.  Barger  re- 
tires with  the  respect  and  earnest  good  wishes 
of  all  his  colleagues. 

BARROWS,  Benjamin  H.,  was  on  September  9 
elected  librarian  of  the  Omaha  (Neb.)  City  Li- 
brary, succeeding  the  late  Miss  Jessie  Allan. 
Mr.  Barrows  was  born  in  Davenport,  la.,  in 
1848,  and  came  to  Omaha  in  1870,  where  for  12 
years  he  was  city  editor  of  the  Republiian.  He 
was  for  some  years  U.  S.  Consul  at  Dublin,  and 
has  always  been  strongly  identified  with  jour- 
nalistic matters.  He  was  one  of  the  original  di- 
rectors of  the  Omaha  City  Library  in  1872,  and 
has  shown  constant  interest  in  its  development. 

HECKMAN,  Frank  B.,  of  Philadelphia,  was  on 
September  26  appointed  librarian  of  Branch 
No.  6  of  the  Philadelphia  Public  libraries  newly 
opened  in  Germantown. 

McCRORY,  Miss  Harriette,  of  the  Pratt  In- 
stitute library  training  class  of  1895,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Millersville  (Pa.)  Nor- 
mal School. 

MORSE,  Miss  Anna,  librarian  of  the  Millbury 
(Mass.)  Free  Public  Library,  resigned  her  position 
on  September  19,  to  take  up  the  study  of  library 
work,  She  is  now  enrolled  in  the  junior  class 
of  the  N.  Y.  State  Library  School. 

NELSON,  Miss  Sarah  C.,  'a  graduate  of  the 
Pratt  Institute  library  training  class  of  1892,  has 
been  appointed  assistant  librarian  of  the  new 
Blackstone  Memorial  Library  of  Branford,  Ct. 
Miss  Nelson  after  her  graduation  was  cataloger 
at  the  Wilmington  (Del.)  Institute  Free  Library 
when  it  was  reorganized  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler, 
recently 'appointed  librarian  of  the  Blackstone 
Memorial  Library.  Later  she  cataloged  the 
Stpneham  (Mass.)  Public  Library. 

SAUNDERS,  John  M.,  for  52  years  librarian  of 
the  Woodbury  (N.  J.)  Library^  Co.,  died  at  his 
home  in  Woodbury  on  September  6,  aged  83 
years.  Mr.  Saunders  was  a  member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
town,  in  which  he  had  filled  many  positions  of 
public  trust. 
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SMITH,  Charles  W.,  was  on  September  4 
elected  librarian  of  the  Seattle  (Wash.)  City  Li- 
brary, succeeding  John  D.  Atkinson,  resigned. 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  for  the  past  few  years  in  a 
Seattle  law  office.  He  was  a  student  of  Wes- 
leyan  University,  Middletown,  Ct. ,  and  has  been 
librarian  of  the  Cayuga  County  (N.  Y.)  Histor- 
ical Society,  and  of  the  Ives  Seminary,  Antwerp, 
N.  Y. 

UPHAM,  Warren,  secretary  and  librarian  of 
the  Western  Reserve  Historical  Society  of 
Cleveland,  O.,  was  on  September  10  appointed 
secretary  and  librarian  of  the  Minnesota  State 
Historical  Society,  succeeding  ex -Governor 
Marshall,  resigned. 

VAN  HOEVENBERG,  Miss  Alma  Rogers,  on 
August  i,  became  assistant  librarian  of  the 
Washington  Heights  (N.  Y.  City)  Free  Library, 
succeeding  Miss  J.  P.  Price,  who  had  been  in 
the  library  22  years. 


(Cataloging  anb   (Elaseifuation. 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION.  Publishing 
Section.  List  of  books  for  girls  and  women 
and  their  clubs;  edited  by  Augusta  H.  Ley- 
poldt  and  George  lies.  Part  4:  Education 
and  science.  Bost.,  Library  Bureau,  1895. 
98  p.  Tt.  pap.,  10  c. 

The  Book-Leaf,  published  by  the  Carson  Har- 
per Co.,  of  Denver,  which  now  contains  the 
"  Denver  Public  Library  lists,"  has  in  its 
September  number  a  4-p.  list  of  "  Books  on  ed- 
ucation in  the  Public  School  Library,  Septem- 
ber, 1895." 

FOSTER'S  MONTHLY  REFERENCE  LISTS  for 
September  (Providence  P.  L.  Bulletin)  cover 
"  Yachts  and  yachting  "  and  "  The  White  Moun- 
tains." 

GERMANIA  M.INNERCHOR,  Chicago.  Catalog  der 
Deutsch-amerikanischen  bibliothek  des  Ger- 
mania  Mannerchor,  1894.  Chicago,  1895. 
39  P-  >1.  S. 

A  neatly  printed  little  catalog,  listing,  by  au- 
thor only,  some  500  books. 

E.  LEMCKE  (B.  Westermann  &  Co.,  New 
York)  has  issued  the  second  part  of  his  "  Cata- 
logue raisonne  of  world  literature."  This  covers 
"  French  literature:  the  classics  and  belles  let- 
tres"  in  the  same  admirable  fashion  that  Part 
I.  covered  German  literature.  These  catalogs, 
though,  of  course,  publishers'  sales  lists,  are  ad- 
mirable in  selection,  arrangement,  and  annota- 
tion, and  have  proved  helpful  guides  to  many 
librarians. 

The  MASSACHUSETTS  LIBRARY  CLUB  has  issued 
the  first  of  the  monthly  annotated  lists  of  select 
fiction  (for  September,  1895),  which  were 
planned  at  the  meeting  held  in  Boston,  March  i, 
1895.  The  permanent  committee  of  selection 


consists  of  a  chairman  (Gardner  M.  Jones), 
a  secretary  (MissN.  E.  Browne),  and  15  readers. 
The  readers  are  divided  into  sub-committees  of 
three  members.  The  chairman  and  secretary 
select  such  books  as  they  think  desirable  to  have 
examined,  the  lists  being  limited  to  fiction  for 
adults,  and  send  them  to  members  of  sub-com- 
mittees for  that  purpose.  All  books  recom- 
mended by  each  one  of  the  three  members  of  a 
sub-committee  are  placed  on  the  list,  the  anno- 
tations being  prepared  from  the  comments  of  the 
readers.  List  i  comprises  14  books,  chosen 
from  31  submitted  to  the  readers;  the  selection 
shows  excellent  judgment  and  the  notes  bring 
out  the  character  of  the  book  with  terseness  and 
lucidity.  The  lists  are  especially  intended  for 
the  smaller  libraries,  which  have  a  limited 
amount  of  money  to  spend  for  new  books,  and 
to  such  libraries  they  should  prove  a  helpful 
guide.  Members  of  the  Massachusetts  Library 
Club  receive  the  list  gratuitously;  other  persons 
or  libraries  may  obtain  them  by  subscription  at 
25  cents  a  year,  all  subscriptions  to  be  sent  to 
the  secretary  of  the  committee.  Miss  Nina  E. 
Browne,  of  the  Library  Bureau,  146  Franklin 
St.,  Boston. 

NATIONALIST   CIRCULATING    L.,    Austin,  Tex. 

Catalogue;  revised  edition.     18  p.     10  c. 

A  primitive  little  catalog,  listing,  by  title 
only,  541  books  —  a  mixed  assortment  of  novels, 
sprinkled  with  a  few  poems,  histories,  biogra- 
phies, etc. 

The  OTIS  LIBRARY  {Norwich,  Mass.)  BUL- 
LETIN contains  in  its  September  issue  a  "  List  of 
American  historical  novels  in  the  library." 

The  SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  (Septem- 
ber) contains  special  reading  lists  on  "  Woman  " 
and  "  Reading  and  the  choice  of  books." 

SANBORN,  Miss  Kate  E.,  has  just  completed 
and  Mr.  C:  A.  Cutter  is  now  printing  an  alpha- 
betic order  table  for  the  consonants  except  S 
carried  to  the  third  figure  (f.g.,  Ba  in,  Bab  112, 
Babe  113),  and  therefore  nine  times  as  long  as 
the  consonant  part  of  the  original  Cutter's  Ta- 
bles. It  has  long  been  evident  that  a  table 
of  this  sort  is  needed  for  large  collections  kept 
in  a  single  alphabet,  like  Biography  and  Fiction. 
Miss  Sanborn  had  already  prepared  a  three- 
figure  table  for  the  vowels  and  S,  which  can  be 
procured  of  Miss  Weeks  at  the  Boston  Athe- 
naeum, or  of  the  Library  Bureau.  The  new 
work  will  soon  be  for  sale  at  the  same  places. 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mass.)  L.  BULLETIN  for 
Aug. -Sept.  has  a  short  list  of  "  Readings  for 
English  history." 

U.  S.  DEPT.  OF  AGRICULTURE.  Library  bulletin, 
August,  1895.  Accessions  to  the  department 
library  April  -June,  1895.  12  p.  Q. 

FULL   NAMES. 
Supplied  by  Harvard  Cellegt  Library. 

Halbert,  H:  Sale,  and  Ball,  Timothy  Horton 
(The  Creek  war  of  1813  and  1814); 
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Osborn,  Frank  Chittenden  (Tables  of  moments 
of  inertia); 

Phelps,  James  Turner  (Life  insurance  say- 
ings); 

Porter,  T:  Conrad  (A  list  of  the  grasses  of. 
Pennsylvania); 

Wellman,  T:  Bartholomew  (History  of  the 
town  of  Lynnfield,  Mass); 

Weston,  James  A:  (Historic  doubts  as  to  the 
execution  of  Marshal  Ney); 

Williams,  H:  Eugene  (Temperatures  injuri- 
ous to  food  products  in  storage  and  during  trans- 
portation). 


GAGNON,  P.  Essai  d.e  bibliographic  canadi- 
enne:  inventaire  d'une  bibliotheque  compre- 
nant  imprimes,  manuscrits,  estampes,  etc. 
relatifs  a  1'histoire  du  Canada  et  des  pays  ad- 
jacents  avec  des  notes  bibliographiques,  Que- 
bec, 1895.  711  p.  8°. 

JAMES,  M.  R.  Descriptive  catalogue  of  the 
mss.  in  the  library  of  Sidney  Sussex  College, 
Cambridge.  Cambridge,  Univ.  Press,  1895. 
132  p.  8°,  55. 

THE  "Life  of  Sir  James  Fitzjames  Stephen," 
by  his  brother,  Leslie  Stephen,  recently  pub- 
lished by  Putnam,  contains  in  an  appendix  a 
bibliography  of  the  principal  works  of  Sir  James 
Stephen. 

The  MICHIGAN  SCHOOLMASTERS'  CLUB  has 
prepared,  through  a  special  committee,  an  in- 
teresting "  List  of  books  recommended  for  a 
high  school  classical  library."  It  is  a  careful 
bibliography  of  the  most  essential  and  helpful 
books  in  classical  teaching,  and  was  compiled 
with  the  co-operation  of  representative  classi- 
cal teachers  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
The  list  is  divided  into  n  divisions,  including 
books  of  reference,  Greek  and  Latin  languages, 
Greek  and  Latin  literatures,  religion  and  my- 
thology, public  affairs,  private  affairs,  the  fine 
arts,  philosophy  and  science,  miscellaneous  es- 
says, influence  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and  English 
novels,  illustrating  the  life  of  classical  antiquity. 
It  comprises  about  480  titles,  giving  place  and 
date  of  publication,  publisher  and  price,  and  is 
issued  by  Sheehan  &  Co.,  of  Ann  Arbor. 

POHLER,  J.  Bibliothecahistorico-militaris:  sys- 
tematische  ubersicht  der  erscheinungen  auf 
dem  gebiete  der  geschichte  der  kriege  und 
kriegswissenchaft  seit  erfindung  der  buch- 
druckerkunst  bis  zum  schluss  des  Jahres  1880. 
Band  3,  Heft  5.  Kassel,  Kessler,  1895.  565  - 
773  p.  8°.  8m. 

"PRIMITIVE  man,"  by  E:  Clodd,  a  recent 
issue  in  Appletons'  "  Library  of  useful  stories," 
contains  a  selected  book  list  on  the  subject 
(2  p.),  with  suggestions  for  supplementary 
reading. 


RAINES,  C.  W.  A  bibliography  of  Texas;  or,  a 
descriptive  list  of  books,  pamphlets,  and 
documents  relating  to  Texas,  in  print  and  ms. , 
since  1536.  Austin,  Tex.,  C.  W.  Raines,  1895. 
200  p.,  8°.  $3;  pap.,  $2. 

SLANE,  Baron  de.  Catalogue  des  manuscrits 
arabes  du  departement  des  manuscrits  de  la 
Bibliotheque  nationale;  fasc  3.  Paris,  Impr. 
nationale,  1895.  657-820  p.  4°. 
SAMMLUNG  bibliothekswissenschaftlicher  atbeit- 
en,  herausg.  v.  K.  Dziatzko.  Heft  8:  bei- 
trage  zur  theorie  u.  praxis  des  buch-  und 
bibliothekswesens.  ii.  Leipzig,  M.  Spirgatis, 
1895.  121  p.  6  facsim.  gr.  8°.  6  m. 
THOMPSON,  Corrie  L.  Light  railways:  a  cata- 
logue of  books,  reports,  papers,  and  articles 
relating  to  light  railways.  Lond.,  P.  S.  King 
&  Son,  1895.  28.  od. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  assistant  librarian  of  the  In- 
stitution of  Civil  Engineers.  His  catalog  in- 
cludes not  only  references  to  English  writers, 
but  also  to  French,  German,  and  Italian  publi- 
cations. 

"W-HITE  servitude  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia," 
by  James  Curtis  Ballagh,  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Johns  Hopkins  University  studies  (i3th  ser., 
no.  6-7,  50  c.),  contains  a  4-p.  bibliography 
of  the  system  of  indentured  white  labor  prac- 
tised in  the  American  colonies. 

WILLIAM  OF  ORANGE.  A  good  4-p.  bibliog- 
raphy of  William  I.  is  appended  to  Ruth  Put- 
nam's "  William  the  Silent,  Prince  of  Orange." 
(N.  Y.,  Putnam,  1895.  2  v.,  $3.75.) 


J3luttber0. 


AT  the  book-counter  of  one  of  the  large  New 
York  department  stores  a  would-be  customer 
recently  asked  :  "  Have  you  '  Ivanhoe  '  ?  " 

"  No,"  was  the  prompt  reply,  "  but  we  have 
'  Westward  Ho'  !" 

THE  following  books  (unique   copies)  were 
lately  sold  at  auction  in  New  York  : 
"  Parkman,  Montcalm  and  wife." 
"  Rives,  Brother  to  the  dragoons." 
"  Roscoe,  Life  of  Louis  the  Tenth." 
"Wiggin,  Timothy's  guest." — F. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


WANTED.— Position  in  a  library,  preferably  a  large 
one,  in  charge  of  delivery-desk  and  reading-room, 
by  a  man  27  years  of  age,  college  graduate,  well  informed 
on  literature,  and  three  years1  experience  as  assistant  at 
delivery-desk  in  a  large  library.  Good  recommendations. 
Address  N.,  care  of  LIBRARY  JOURNAL. 


SPECIAL    NOTICES. 


rT1HE  LIBRARIAN  who  has  for  some  years  sought  a 
•*•  first  (1613)  or  second  (1617)  edition  of  " L? 'Adamo  : 
Sacra.  Representatione  di  Gio  Battista.  A  ndreino  Floren- 
tine" may  hear  of  both  by  applying  to  Miss  MAY  LYNNS, 
4621  Forbes  St.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY  RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new,  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the  Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.     Second-hand 

Catalogues   by  early  Mails,  and   no  Commission   charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

Bio  expensive  sub-agencies  at  home  or  abroad.  Foreign  books  on  easy  terms 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others: 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,  Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore. 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.    Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.    Superior 

Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old   Books.     Calf  Extra  In  Every  Variety. 

Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law- 

Boo  ks  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  In  Cloth.     Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 

dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  In 

Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


'  We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faithfulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen  s  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  We*t,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  Iowa  Statt  Agricultural  Colltgt. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  feel  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake."— MELVIL  DEWEV,  Statt  Library^  Ntvu  York. 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 

MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL    TERMS  FOR  LARGE  ORDERS. 
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"  Without  question  the  most  perfect  trade  bibliography 
with  which  we  are  acquainted!' — London  Book- 
seller. 


IN  PREPARATION: 

The  American  Catalogue 

i89o~i895. 

The  new  volume  of  THE  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE 
covers  the  period  July  i,  1890,  to  June  30,  1895. 
It  will  be  in  two  divisions,  of  which  the  first  con- 
tains the  author-and-title  alphabet,  and  the  second 
the  subject  alphabet,  lists  of  government  and 
state  publications,  publications  of  societies,  books 
in  series,  etc.  It  will  be  delivered,  if  desired,  in 
parts  as  ready. 

Price,  $12.50  in  sheets;  and  $15  in  half  morocco 
binding.  ($10  in  sheets;  $12.50  in  half  morocco,  to 
subscribers  paying  in  advance  of  publication.) 

The  edition  is  1250  copies  only,  and  there 
will  be  no  reissue. 

.  .  .  "There  is  scarcely  a  bookseller  in  the  coun- 
try who  would  hesitate  a  moment  to  expend  twenty- 
five  dollars  in  advertising  his  stock  ;  ought  he  hesi- 

Y^/  YXrf  tate  a  moment  about  an    expenditure  that  would  yM  yc/ 

Vft  VB  enable  him  to  sell  hundreds  of  dollars'  worth    of  Wft  Wp 

^^  ^^  books  in  a  year?   Such  an  investment  would  also  ^^  ^^ 

purchase  for  him  a  reputation  among  his  customers 
for  intelligence  and  trade  knowledge  that  would  pay  <" 

him  five  times  over."— A.  D.  F.  RANDOLPH. 

This  tvork  is  indispensable  to  the  bookstore  or  library. 

THE  AMERICAN   CATALOGUE, 

59  DUANE  STREET  (P.  O  Box  943),  N.  Y. 
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HICCINS'   AMERICAN    DRAWING    INKS 

(Established  1880) 
Are  the  Standard  Liquid  Drawing  Inks  of  the  World, 

They  are  used  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  Schools,  Colleges  and  Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths  of  the  professional  draughtsmen  of  this  country  use  no 
other  drawing  ink. 

Jo.  Pennell  says  of  the  Black  Ink  :  "  There  is  no  ink  equal  to  it  for  half 
a  dozen  reasons.  From  the  time  you  open  the  bottle  until  you  have  put  all 
its  contents  on  paper  you  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  it." 

A.  B.  Frost  says  :  "  I  use  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  it  is  certainly  the  besi." 

BLACKS. — Two  kinds  :  Waterproof,  white  label  (insoluble  when  dry) ; 
and  General,  red  label  (soluble). 

COLORS.— Carmine,  Scarlet,  Vermilion,  Brick  Red,  Blue,  Yellow, 
Green,  Orange,  Brown,  Indigo,  Violet. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(Bottles  by  mail,  prepaid,  thirty-five  cents  each.    Color  Card  showing  actual  inks  free.) 

HICCINS'    PHOTO   MOUNTER. 

The  new  adhesive  for  mounting  photographs,  etc.,  tissue  and  scrap- 
book  work,  and  general  use  as  a  substitute  for  mucilage,  over  which  it  has 
many  advantages  due  to  its  superiority  and  economy  in  use.  Not  a  starch 
or  flour  paste,  but  a  Vegetable  Glue,  semi-fluid,  of  soft  and  unctuous  con- 
sistency, pure  white  color,  and  free  from  lumps.  Perfectly  homogeneous, 
and  hence  the  water  never  separates  from  the  pulp,  leaving  the  latter  to 
shrivel  up,  as  occurs  in  all  common  pastes.  Spreads  smoothly  and  uni- 
formly, adheres  at  once  and  dries  quickly.  Will  not  warp,  cockle  nor  strike 
through,  nor  change  the  tone  nor  injure  mounts.  Requires  no  prepara- 
tion— always  ready  for  use. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(3  oz.  jar,  prepaid  by  mail,  for  thirty  cents.) 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs.,  170  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 

LONDON  OFFICE:  106  CHARING  CROSS  ROAD. 


LONDON. 


LEIPZIG. 


PARIS. 


B.  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROAD\VAY,  ,  NKW    YORK. 


1848.) 

FOREIGN   OFFICES  AT  LONDON,   LEIPZIG,  AND   PARIS. 
Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 

College  and   Public  Libraries. 
SPECIAL   TERMS    FOR   LARGE   ORDERS. 


Terms  on  direct  application  for  the  supply  of  Foreign  and  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Weekly  shipments  by  the  fleetest  steamers  from  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Periodical! 
supplied  at  lower  rates  than  mail  copies  and  in  better  shape  for  binding. 

Rare  Books  and  Sets  of  Serials  procured  at  the  lowest  terms.  Regular  connections  with 
Central  and  South  America  and  all  Oriental  countries. 

Binding  done  here  and  abroad  in  every  style. 

Auction  Sales  attended  to. 

The  Catalogues  of  Foreign  Dealers — English,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish — fur- 
nished on  application. 

Monthly  Bulletins  of  New  Books  issued  regularly. 

With  the  help  of  a  most  complete  Bibliographical  Outfit  in  all  languages  and  on  all  subjects, 
and  the  experience  of  many  years  in  this  particular  line,  estimates  can  be  furnished  promptly  and 
information  given  on  topics  of  interest  to  Librarians. 


368 


{October,  '95 


JOHN  MURPHY  &  CO.'S  PUBLICATIONS. 


SATOLLJ.    Loyalty  to  Church  and 

State.  The  Addresses,  Speeches,  and  Letters  of  His 
Excellency  Most  Rev.  Francis  Archbishop  Satolli,  Pa- 
pal Delegate  to  the  United  States.  Second  edition. 
Much  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  new  matter,  includ- 
ing all  his  addresses  up  to  October,  1895.  One  volume, 
tamo,  cloth,  portrait,  $1.35,  net. 

"Justice,  charity,  and  loyalty  to  Church  and  country 
are  always  and  everywhere  true  characteristics  of  Papal 
diplomacy." 

"  The  book  contains  far  more  than  the  title  implies.  It 
is  a  wide  discussion  of  questions  pertaining  not  only  to 
Christian  citizenship  but  to  learning  and  institutions  of 
learning,  Catholic  doctrine,  the  influence  of  the  press, 
and  temperance.  It  covers  also  the  constitution  and 
powers  of  the  Papacy  and  the  Church,  the  spirit  of 
American  institutions  and  their  harmony  with  the  spirit 
of  Catholicity  and  the  unification,  through  the  Church, 
of  the  various  national  elements  which  make  up  the 
American  people." — Baltimore  Sun. 

FABEB.  The  Works  ofFatherFaber. 


Growth  in  Holiness. 
Precious  Blood. 
Spiritual  Conferences. 
Blessed  Sacrament. 
Life  and  Letters. 
Poems.        Hymns. 


All  for  Jesus. 

Bethlehem. 

Creator  and  Creature. 

Foot  of  the  Cross. 

Notes  on  Doctrinal  Subjects. 

Notes  on  Spiritual  Subjects. 

13  vols.,  iamo,  cloth,  $1.50  each. 

Father  Faber's  books  have  long  been  standard  in  the 
literary  world.  There  is  a  wonderful  depth  of  feeling,  a 
ravishing  fascination,  and  a  deep  well  of  thought  and 
imagery  in  each  and  all  of  them.  They  are  pictures  of 
religious  inspirations  that  reach  the  heart  and  make  us 
feel  that  grace  and  redemption  are  incorporate  with 
our  spiritual  life. 


ZAHM.    Bible,  Science,  and  Faith. 

By  Rev.  J.  A.  ZAHM,  C.S.C.,  Professor  of  Physics  in 
the  University  of  Notre-Dame.    12010,  cloth,  $1.25,  net. 
"  The  volume  includes  his  lectures  and  papers  on  sci- 
entific {subjects,  the  production  of  which  excited  wide- 
spread interest  throughout  the  world.    It  is  made  up  of  a 
series  of  essays  showing  the  remarkable  concordance  be- 
tween the  Bible,  the  Church,  and  the  verities  of  modern 
science." — Free  Methodist,  Chicago. 

CARDINAL  GIBBONS. 

New  Editions  of  Cardinal  Gibbons'*  Works. 
The  Faith  of  Our  Fathers.    A  Plain  Exposition 
•    and  Vindication  of  the  Church  Founded  by  Our  Lord 

Jesus  Christ.      By  His  Eminence  Cardinal  GIBBONS, 

Archbishop  of  Baltimore.    12010,  cloth,  $1.00  ;  paper, 

50  cents. 

The  cardinal  has  in  this  concentrated  more  apostolic 
work  than  most  men  are  permitted  to  execute  in  a  life- 
time. To|the  weak  in  faith  it  affords  stability  and  securi- 
ty, to  the  strong  it  gives  assurance,  and  to  the  newly 
converted  it  enlightens  beyond  doubt. 

This  edition— the  forty-seventh — is  a  12100,  uniform 
with  "Our  Christian  Heritage,"  much  enlarged  by  the 
addition  of  new  matter.  Printed  from  new  plates,  on 
heavy  paper,  and  in  new  style  of  binding.  Completing 
the  first  quarter  million  copies  published. 

Our  Christian  Heritage.  By  His  Eminence  Car- 
dinal GIBBONS,  Archbishop  of  Baltimore.  12010,  cloth, 
$1.00  ;  cloth  gilt,  $1.50. 

A  book  for  to-day  when  the  world  is  fast  dividing  into 
two  camps  under  the  banners  of  faith  and  doubt.    A 
worthy  companion  to  "The  Faith  of  Our  Fathers." 
Liberal  discounts  to  the  clergy  and  religious. 


JOHN    MURPHY    &     CO.,    Publishers,    Baltimore,    lid. 


A  Reprint  of  Poetry  and 
Prose  for  Book  Lovers, 
chosen  in  part  from  scarce 
editions  and  sources  not 
generally  known.  .  .  . 


ZTbe 


Bibelot. 

50  Cents,  Net,  a  Year. 


The  subscription  for  1895  com- 
plete, is  now  75  cents  net,  and 
after  volume  is  issued  in  Decem- 
ber will  be  $i.oo  net. 


Printed  for  Thomas  B. 
Mosher  and  Published  by 
him  at  37  Exchange  St., 
Portland,  Maine.  .  .  . 


Advance  Subscriptions  for  1 896  are  taken  at  50  cents  net. 

THE  BIBELOT  is  issued  monthly,  beautifully  printed  on  white  laid  paper,  uncut,  old  style  blue 
wrapper,  in  size  a  small  quarto,  (5  x  6),  24  to  32  pages  of  text. 


Telegraphic  Address  : 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON. 


H.  SOTHERAN  &  CO., 


Code  in  Use : 

UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

f 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816.  

A  Monthly  Catalogue  of  Second-Hand  Books.    Specimen  Number  post  free. 


14=0  Strand,  W.  C.,  and  37  Piccadilly,  W. :  London. 
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IMPORTANT    TO    LIBRARIANS! 

THE  NEILSON  BINDER  is  without  an  equal.     Inferior  binders  are  given  away  for  adver- 
tising purposes.     We  are  prepared  to  supply  reading-rooms  with  the  best  binder  on  the 
market  FREE  OF  CHARGE  in  return  for  advertising  privilege.     Do  not  make  or  sign  any  agreement 
until  you  have  seen  the 

—         NTCII  cr>M     piMr.cn         ^ 

Write  at  once  for  full  particulars. 

NEIU5ON  MFG.  CO.,  146  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


We  will  protect  users  of  our  binder  against  so  called  claims  for  infringement  and  will  prosecute 
user,  maker,  or  vendor  of  any  imitation  of  the  Neilson  Binder. 

Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Providence  Public  Library. 

A  monthly  publication  containing  classified  and  annotated  lists  of  all  current  additions  to  the  Providence  Public 
Library;  occasional  "  special  catalogues  "  of  individual  departments  of  the  library  (as  the  Music  catalogue  in  the 
April  number) ;  and  reference  lists  in  each  number,  on  topics  of  current  interest. 

TERMS,  50  CENTS  PER  YEAR;  2  CENTS  PER  NUMBER. 
Specimen  copies  mailed,  on  application.    Address  PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  73  Snow  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


"A  Monthly  Bulletin  which,  as  may  be  inferred  from 
Mr.  Foster's  previous  ventures,  deserves  a  place  on  the 
reading-table  of  every  public  library." — Tk*  Nation, 
Jan.  31,  1895. 

[The  list  on  Napoleon,  April]  is  "a  reference-list  of 
works  and  reviews  which  will  give  serious  occupation  to 
any  student." — The  Nation,  April  18,  1895. 

[Mr.  Foster]  "  has  resumed  the  publication  of  his 
'  monthly  reference-lists.*  This  will  be  good  news  to  the 
many  who  for  years  found  these  lists  among  the  most 
useful  of  bibliographical  aids.  The  lists  are  now  issued 
in  the  MONTHLY  BULLETIN  of  the  Providence  Public  Li- 
brary."— Pu blithers'  Weekly,  Feb.  a,  1893. 


[The  bulletins  are]  "extremely  valuable  for  their 
reference-lists  on  subjects  of  timely  interest." — The  Dial 
(Chicago),  March  16, 1895. 

"  I  wish  that  I  could  multiply  it  by  a  hundred,  so  much 
do  I  recognize  the  value  of  the  work  you  are  doing." — A 
California  librarian, 

"  How  much  good  work  is  being  done  at  the  Public 
Library  in  this  city,  and  what  an  influence  the  institution 
is  exerting  in  the  way  of  genuine  culture,  may  best  be 
understood  by  a  glance  at  the  MONTHLY  BULLETIN  issued 
by  the  management  since  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year." — Providence  Sunday  Journal,  July  7,  1895. 


THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO. 

5  and  7  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York, 

p-I  AKE  a  specialty  of  supplying  public,  private,  .and  school  LIBRARIES,  for  which 
*•  *  they  have  exceptional  facilities  through  their  connection  with  many  of  the  largest  houses 
as  special  agents,  and  by  carrying  the  stock  of  all  American  Publishers. 

They  are  pleased  to  give  estimates  at  lowest  rates  on  lists  of  proposed  purchases,  and1 
solicit  correspondence  with  Librarians  and  other  bookbuyers. 

This  house  is  characterized  by  its  Promptness,  Carefulness,  and  Low- 
Prices. 

There  will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  application  a  topically  arranged  General  Library  List 
selected  from  the  books  of  all  publishers. 


KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO., 

LIMITED. 

PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRARY  AGENTS, 

Having  extensive  experience  in  supplying  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  MUSEUMS,  GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS,  etc.,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Miscellaneous  Requisites,  Books  (New  and 
Second-hand),  or  Periodicals  in  all  Languages,  offer  their  Services  to  LIBRARIANS,  SECRE- 
TARIES, AND  OTHERS.  Careful  attention  given  to  every  detail.  Exceptional  Facilities  for 
obtaining  Foreign  and  Scarce  Books.  BINDING  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  UNDERTAKEN.  Peritdicalr 
and  Newspapers  Promptly  Supplied  as  issued.  Books  Shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  World  at  Lowest 
Rates. 


TERMS  ON  APPLICATION,  ALSO  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES,  HANDBOOKS,  ETO. 
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30  WELLINGTON  ST.,  STRAND.       76  RUE  DE  RENNES.  HOSPITAL  SIR.  10. 

GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  for  Colleges  &  Libraries 


begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 
clerks  at  London,  Paris  and  Leipzig.  He  has  open  accounts 
with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His  experience  enables  him  to  give  information  at  once  about 
rare  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany,  and 
can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


"  Mr.  Stechert  has  for  years  furnished  this  Library  with  most  of  its  periodicals  and  European  books,  and  has  bought  for  us 
many  thousand  volumes.  Mr.  Stechert's  success  is  due  to  his  constant  personal  attention  to  the  business,  and  the  reasonable 
terms  he  is  able  to  offer.  I  consider  a  New  York  agent  far  preferable  to  reliance  on  foreign  agents  alone." 

GEO.  H.  BAKER,  Librarian  of  Columbia,  College^  New  York. 


"  Seven  years  ago,  in  reorganizing  the  Columbia  College  library,  I  spent  much  time  in  trying  to  discover  how  to  get  out 
foreign  books  and  periodicals  with  the  least  delay,  trouble  and  expense.  The  result  of  the  comparison  of  three  methods,  viz : 
ordering  direct  from  foreign  dealers,  ordering  through  one  agent  in  London,  or  ordering  through  one  agent  in  New  York  showed 
us  that  it  was  to  our  advantage  to  give  Mr.  Stechert  all  our  foreign  orders,  as  he  delivered  in  '..he  library  in  a  single  package 
and  with  a  single  bill  at  as  low  cost  as  we  were  able  with  vastly  greater  trouble,  to  get  a  half  dozen  different  packages  in  differ- 
ent bills  from  different  places.  In  reorganizing  the  New  York  State  Library,  I  opened  the  whole  question  anew,  and  the  result 
of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr.  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders." 

MELVIL  DSWEY,  Director  of  N.  y.  State  Library,  Albany ',  A^.  Y. 


"  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  New  York  has  served  us  with  fidelity  in  procuring  English,  French  and  German  books,  both  new 
and  second  hand  and  also  periodicals.  His  terms  are  more  reasonable  than  any  others  that  have  come  to  our  notice,  while  he 
has  always  guarded  our  interests  very  carefully.  We  find  it  a  great  convenience  to  have  one  agency  in  New  York,  represented 
by  branches  in  different  European  countries." 

Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  of  Adelbert  College^  Cleveland,  O. 


"  Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
seem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  things  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you."  f 

ERNBST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  of  College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  N.J. 


"  Our^  library  committee  speaks  In  the  highest  terras  of  your  services.     You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollars,  but  havt 
shown  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you." 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester \  N.  Y. 

GrUSTAV    K.    STKCHKRT, 

PARIS.         LEIPZIG,         NEW  YORK. 
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ONE  MORE  TALK  WITH  LIBRARIANS 


A  S  promised  in  the  last  number  of  the  JOURNAL,  we  are  now  shipping  out 
**•  RUDOLPH  Revolving  Indexers  with  which  we  are  perfectly  satisfied, 
and  are  prepared  to  fill  all  orders  promptly.  We  have  given  them  very 
thorough  tests  in  every  way,  and  can  find  no  fault. 

From  present  indications,  the  largest  immediate  demand  will  be  from 
established  libraries  where  it  is  desirable  to  utilize  the  present  cards  in  the 
new  indexers.  This  can  be  readily  done  by  cutting  off  the  superfluous  blank 
space  above  and  below  the  printed  or  written  matter,  and  inserting  the  cards 
thus  prepared  in  the  card-holders.  To  accommodate  these  libraries  we  make 
the  card-holders  5  inches  in  width  instead  of  4  inches,  which  is  our  regular 
size,  changing  the  drum  faces  to  correspond.  By  this  means  established 
libraries  can  at  once  avail  themselves  of  all  the  advantages  of  the  Revolving 
Indexer,  and  at  the  same  time  utilize  their  present  cards. 

THE  RUDOLPH   PAMPHLET  BINDER. 

This  invention  solves  the  hitherto  unsolved  pamphlet  problem  in  libraries 
and  elsewhere.  How  do  you  manage  it  ?  If  successfully,  you  need  not  read 
further.  If  not  satisfied,  read  on.  By  the  RUDOLPH  Binder  you  can  bind 
your  pamphlets  as  they  are  received,  each  in  its  proper  place,  making  large  or 
small  volumes,  the  size  and  shape  of  the  pamphlets  making  no  difference. 

No  cut  or  description  will  do  it  justice,  hence  we  make  this  proposition : 
Send  us  by  express  or  mail,  prepaid,  enough  pamphlets  to  make  a  volume  of 
the  size  you  desire.  We  will  bind  and  return  them  to  you  without  charge. 
The  cost  of  the  outfit  whereby  you  can  do  your  own  binding  rapidly  and 
neatly  is  merely  nominal.  The  material  is  also  very  cheap,  much  cheaper 
than  any  other  method  of  binding  possessing  equal  advantages  and  appear- 
ance. Each  volume  may  be  added  to  as  new  matter  accumulates,  or  you  can 
start  new  volumes  with  one  or  two  pamphlets. 

Respectfully  yours,  <• 

THOMAS  KANE  &  COMPANY, 
137  and  139  WABASH  AVENUE,  CHICAGO. 
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THE  newly  elected  officials  of  the  American 
Library  Association,  who,  purely  by  coinci- 
dence, happen  to  be  chiefly  Western  people, 
have  shown  in  the  most  marked  way  their  in- 
tention to  make  the  administration  of  the  associ- 
ation thoroughly  national  by  making  a  general 
visit  to  the  libraries  of  the  Eastern  states. 
President  Dana,  Vice-president  West,  and  Secre- 
tary Elmendorf  last  month  came  East  to  Cleve- 
land to  arrange  on  the  spot  for  the  success  of 
the  conference  there,  and  then  continued  their 
journey  to  the  far  East,  as  we  must  now  call  it, 
visiting  many  of  the  members  of  the  profession 
in  the  leading  library  centres.  This  was  a 
capital  innovation,  which  has  had  the  best  re- 
sults in  obtaining,  well  in  advance  of  the  next 
conference,  a  thorough  interchange  of  ideas  as 
to  its  program  and  arrangements.  It  has  also 
been  a  great  satisfaction  to  those  librarians 
who  were  not  able  to  get  so  far  West  as  Denver 
to  have  the  Western  representatives  come  East 
in  this  way.  We  have  often  pointed  out  how 
usefully  broadening  is  this  system  of  inter- 
state visiting,  which  has  been  evolved  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  several  national  organizations 
corresponding  in  educational  and  other  fields  to 
the  American  Library  Association.  It  gives  in 
a  large  way  a  realizing  sense  that  we  are  all 
part  of  a  great  nation,  and  that  each  member  of 
the  profession  is,  in  his  or  her  local  centre,  doing 
a  work  which  is  national  in  its  radiating  force. 
Nothing  can  be  better  than  this,  and  to  this 
spirit  the  new  A.  L.  A.  officials  have  contribut- 
ed most  effectively  in  what  may  be  called  liter- 
ally their  "  new  departure." 


THE  executive  board  has  responded  promptly 
and  wisely  to  Mr.  Soule's  timely  appeal  for  a 
reconsideration  of  the  decision  as  to  the  long- 
deferred  trip  to  Europe.  Ever  since  the  original 
missionary  voyage  of  1877,  which  resulted  in- 
directly in  the  forming  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  which  made  a 
strong  bond  between  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  mother-country  and  in  our  own, 
there  has  been  talk  of  an  international  confer- 
ence abroad  and  a  trip  to  Europe  on  a  large 
scale,  which  should  make  it  practicable  to  ob- 


tain the  benefit  of  the  trip  at  small  pecuniary 
cost.  It  has  been  "  hope  deferred"  for  a  good 
many  years  now,  and  if  the  trip  should  be  post- 
poned actually  from  the  njth  to  the  2oth  century 
and  to  a  year  in  which  all  Europe  and  the  steam- 
ers between  America  and  Europe  will  be  crowded 
with  tourists  going  to  the  international  exhi- 
bition at  Paris,  many  of  the  older  librarians,  as 
Mr.  Soule,  who  is  only  among  the  middle-aged, 
pathetically  observes,  will  feel  that  they  must 
give  up  the  trip  altogether.  The  wisest  possible 
course  has  been  taken  in  submitting  the  question 
to  a  referendum  of  the  whole  profession.  The 
plan,  as  outlined,  is  comprehensive,  and  will 
doubtless  be  improved  in  detail  by  the  help  of 
those  librarians  who  know  library  Europe.  We 
should  suggest,  however,  that  if  a  national  con- 
ference is  to  be  held  that  year,  it  should  be  at 
most  only  of  two  days'  duration,  chiefly  as  a 
gathering-place  for  those  who  are  to  start,  and 
as  affording  opportunity  for  those  who  cannot 
go  to  give  the  others  God-speed  and  ban  voyage. 


THE  proposed  meeting  at  Atlanta,  which  the 
Board  of  Woman  Managers  of  the  Cotton  States 
and  International  Exposition  have  so  wisely  and 
enterprisingly  planned,  has  broadened  into  a 
Congress  of  librarians,  to  which  two  days, 
Friday  and  Saturday,  Nov.  28  and  29,  will  be 
given.  The  title  is  perhaps  rather  a  large  one, 
but  we  are  glad  to  note  that  a  large  spirit  has 
come  into  the  work,  and  the  appeal  and  pro- 
gram, printed  elsewhere,  show  that  we  were  fully 
justified  in  hoping  from  this  meeting  a  revival 
of  library  spirit  throughout  the  South.  The 
program  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  women,  and 
all  papers  will  be  by  women ;  nevertheless  we 
do  not  err  in  suggesting  that  the  men  will 
not  be  considered  intruders,  nor  will  be  com- 
pelled to  "  hold  their  tongues."  It  is  especially 
gratifying  to  note  that  an  immediate  result  of 
the  conference  will  be  a  State  Library  Asso- 
ciation for  Georgia,  and  an  endeavor  to  form 
state  library  associations  elsewhere  throughout 
the  South.  In  all  the  important  work  which 
this  exposition  will  do  in  opening  the  eyes  of 
the  South  to  its  possibilities  and  in  opening  the 
eyes  of  the  rest  of  the  nation  to  what  the  new 
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South  really  is,  there  will  be  no  better  piece  of 
work  than  this  wholesome  endeavor  to  deepen 
and  broaden  and  fulfil  the  work  of  the  library 
in  the  life  of  the  people. 


UNQUESTIONABLY  the  Publishing  Section  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  is  proving  itself  by  its  fruits. 
There  was  some  question,  when  this  branch  of 
the  association  was  founded,  whether  it  were 
worth  while  to  attempt  to  cultivate  the  some- 
what difficult  field  outlined  for  it.  Through 
the  wise  self-restraint  of  not  attempting  to  pub- 
lish for  itself,  and  by  availing  itself  of  such 
channels  of  publication  as  Houghton,  Mifflin  & 
Co.  for  the  A.  L.  A.  Index  and  as  the  Library 
Bureau  for  other  publications,  it  has  avoided  the 
rocks  and  quicksands  of  commercial  enterprises, 
and  yet  has  been  able  to  obtain  for  the  library 
public  the  benefit  of  many  printed  publications 
which,  without  its  encouragement  and  direct  aid, 
could  not  have  seen  the  light.  The  issue  this  fall 
of  the  "List  of  subject-headings,"  prepared 
practically  by  Mr.  Gardner  M.  Jones,  and  of  the 
"  List  of  books  for  girls  and  women  and  their 
clubs,"  for  which  the  profession  is  indebted 
chiefly  to  Mr.  George  lies,  both  of  which  are  re- 
viewed at  length  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  are  most 
valuable  contributions  to  the  professional  bibli- 
ography, and  in  themselves  justify  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Publishing  Section. 


THE  authorities  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
have  done  a  capital  thing  in  promoting  the  pub- 
lication of  a  most  tasteful  and  interesting  little 
handbook  for  the  new  library  and  its  collections. 
This  seems  to  be  a  private  enterprise,  under  the 
authorization  of  the  library  people,  and  it  sug- 
gests a  feature  which  could  be  made  use  of  in 
many  important  libraries.  Few  offer,  of  course, 
the  same  opportunity  as  Boston's  new  library 
to  attract  the  visitor;  but  there  is  almost  no  li- 
brary that  would  not  be  the  better  off,  would 
not  be  made  stronger  in  its  community,  if  its 
features  and  its  collections  were  kept  before 
the  public  by  making  it  such  a  centre  of  at- 
tractiveness as  this  kind  of  description  helps  to 
make  it.  We  commend  the  example  to  libraries 
in  other  cities. 


THE  report  of  the  Denver  Conference  will 
be  published  as  the  December  issue  of  the  LI- 
BRARY JOURNAL  —  we  trust  with  less  delay  than 
last  year.  As  soon  as  the  sheets  of  the  report  are 
put  in  our  hands  by  the  retiring  Recorder  of  the 


A.  L.  A.,  under  whose  charge  the  work  is  being 
printed,  the  Conference  number  will  be  indexed 
as  usual,  and  the  index  to  the  volume  will  ap- 
pear as  promptly  as  possible — probably  simul- 
taneously with  the  Conference  report. 


(Slommnnications. 


TITLES     WANTED  FOR     THE  ANNUAL    LIT- 
ERARY INDEX. 

WILL  all  who  are  willing  to  aid  in  making  the 
"Annual  index  to  general  literature"  as  com- 
plete as  practicable  please  send  to  me,  as  soon 
as  possible,  titles  of  books  published  in  1895 
that  are  worthy  of  inclusion  in  that  list. 

W.  I.  FLETCHER. 

COLLEGE  LIBRARY,  ) 
AMHKRST,  MASS,  f 

CHILDREN'S    DEPA  R  TMENTS. 

I  WISH  to  correct  one  statement  on  page  358 
of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  respecting  "  a  separate 
list  of  card-holders"  in  our  juvenile  department. 
We  have  only  one  list. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say 
that  we  like  the  separate  juvenile  department 
very  much.  In  our  case  the  crowds  of  children 
coming  in  after  school  caused  much  crowding 
and  confusion  in  our  delivery  department.  Al- 
though as  many  come  in  as  before  to  their  own 
department,  they  go  to  their  "open  shelves" 
and  select  their  books  with  great  pleasure  for 
themselves  and  little  trouble  to  anybody  else. 
In  general  our  "  open  shelves"  are  vastly  more 
pleasant  for  everybody  concerned  than  the  old 
arrangement.  W.  K.  STETSON. 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  ) 
NEW  HAVEN,  CT.       j 

DIRECTORIES  IN  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

I  AM  pleased  to  note  Mr.  Thwaites's  article  on 
"Directories  in  public  reference  libraries"  in 
the  last  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  and  desire  to  add  a 
word  on  the  same  subject.  I  have  long  had  a 
feeling  that  this  class  of  books  had  been  neg- 
lected. Besides  being  convenient  for  ascertain- 
ing addresses  and  mailing  of  circulars,  direc- 
tories and  gazetteers  almost  always  contain  an 
introductory  essay  on  the  resources,  population, 
and  advantages  of  the  city  or  state  to  which  the 
work  is  devoted.  This  essay  contains  statistics 
which  are  generally  much  more  recent  than  any 
census  reports  and  more  reliable  than  any  other 
figures  obtainable. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  St.  Paul  branch 
of  R.  L.  Polk  &  Co.,  our  library  has  a  directory 
library  of  over  125  volumes,  which  are  largely 
used  by  our  people,  and  to  which  Messrs.  Polk 
&  Co.  are  constantly  adding.. 

It  is  true  some  directory  companies  may  be 

slow  to  contribute  the  very  latest  directories, 

but  a  word  or  two  from  some  of  their  principal 

advertisers  will  always  have  a  helpful  influence. 

JOHN  F.  DAVIES. 

FRBE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  1 
BUTTE,  MONT.        J 
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THE  DEPARTMENTAL  LIBRARIES  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  CHICAGO. 
By  ZELLA  ALLEN  DIXSON,  Associate  Librarian. 


WE  find  in  departmental  libraries  one  of  the 
newest  and  most  perplexing  of  the  problems 
which  at  the  present  hour  confront  the  library 
profession.  What  is  a  department  library?  I 
trust  no  one  will  insist  upon  a  definition.  The 
variations  are  almost  endless.  Indeed  the  entire 
subject  is  too  much  in  the  region  of  speculative 
library  economy  to  admit  of  any  type  being 
characterized  as  the  ideal  departmental  library. 
In  studying  closely  into  the  subject  one  per- 
ceives two  decided  extremes  to  be  considered  in 
treating  this  subject.  On  the  one  hand  a  de- 
partmental library  may  be  expected  to  com- 
prise the  absolute  resources  along  the  line  of 
the  specialty  or  on  the  other  hand  only  a  small, 
well-selected,  thoroughly  weeded  collection  to 
be  used  for  reference  only.  Between  these  two 
conceptions  every  type  and  variety  of  special 
libraries  may  be  found. 

In  order  to  understand  more  clearly  some  of 
the  apparent  differences  in  departmental  libra- 
ries let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  their  earlier 
history.  We  are  conscious  almost  at  the  begin- 
ning of  our  investigation  of  a  difference  in  kind 
as  well  as  degree.  This  difference,  moreover, 
seems  to  point  to  three  separate  origins,  each 
distinct  in  themselves  and  each  specializing  with 
a  different  end  in  view. 

The  first  type,  which  for  convenience  we  might 
call  the  absolute  depaitmental  library,  is  the 
logical  outcome  of  the  system  of  close  classifica- 
tion upon  the  shelves.  It  separates  all  the 
books  of  the  library  into  distinct  and  individual 
libraries,  each  having  a  special  range  within 
which  all  the  books  upon  that  subject  owned  by 
the  library  is  treated  as  if  that  were  the  entire 
library,  provided  with  a  separate  room  and  a  li- 
brarian of  its  own,  trained  to' its  individual  re- 
quirements and  responsible  alone  for  its  welfare. 
An  excellent  example  of  this  type  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Newberry  Library,  of  Chicago.  The 
second  type  of  departmental  libraries  is  that  one 
in  which  not  every  department  is  honored  by  a 
specialization  but  where  only  a  few  subjects  are 
specially  thrown  forward  and  emphasized  by 
being  made  departments  of  the  collection,  while 
all  other  subjects  are  included  in  the  general  li- 
brary, which  ranks  as  a  departmental  library  for 
general  reading.  This  type  seems  to  have  had 
its  origin  in  connection  with  the  great  collec- 


tions of  scientific  research  and  to  be  the  very 
natural  outgrowth  of  an  early  attempt  to  place 
within  convenient  reach  of  the  specialist  the 
list  of  bibliography  which  assisted  him  as  he 
went  from  library  to  library  in  search  of  in- 
formation.  Gradually  the  books  themselves, 
arranged  in  some  simple  and  convenient  system, 
have  taken  the  place  of  the  carefully  prepared 
bibliographical  lists.  In  Chicago  we  find  all 
three  of  these  types  that  I  am  attempting  to  de- 
scribe, and  in  the  Field  Columbian  Museum  we 
see  this  second  type  of  the  departmental  li- 
brary. The  special  libraries  here  are  Geology, 
Anthropology,  Forestry,  Botany,  Industrial  Arts, 
and  Transportation.  All  other  books  are  em- 
braced in  a  general  library  of  reference.  As 
one  would  naturally  suppose,  these  depart- 
mental libraries  correspond  in  each  case  with 
great  collections  exhibited  in  the  museum.  No 
plan  could  have  been  happier,  avoiding  as  it 
does  the  unnecessary  duplication  of  the  books 
offered  by  other  libraries  in  Chicago,  and  pour- 
ing its  entire  strength  into  those  departments 
which  illustrate  and  utilize  the  treasures  en- 
trusted to  its  care.  The  third  type  of  which  the 
University  of  Chicago  affords  the  example  occu- 
pies a  middle  position.  In  the  university  de- 
partmental library  we  have  at  one  and  the  same 
time  the  peculiarities  and  advantages  of  both 
of  the  other  types.  Here  we  have  small  depart- 
mental libraries  on  all  subjects  and  at  the  same 
time  a  large  general  library  containing  books 
on  all  subjects;  thus  while  we  give  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  breadth  of  specialty  we  avoid 
the  confusion  and  annoyance  of  the  non-tech- 
nical reader  by  serving  him  in  the  general  li- 
brary. 

The  departmental  libraries  are  used  in  this 
case  simply  for  reference  and  are  supposed  to 
represent  only  the  working-tools  of  that  depart- 
ment of  instruction.  Only  the  graduate  stu- 
dents are  expected  to  use  these  libraries,  the 
general  library  being  intended  to  be  used  by  all 
undergraduate  students  as  their  departmental 
library.  The  beginning  of  this  university  type 
of  specialized  libraries  is  to  be  found  in  the  days 
when  our  young  women  and  young  men  were 
taught  almost  entirely  from  text-books.  In 
those  days  the  professor  found  it  convenient  to 
consult  occasionally  other  authorities  than  the 
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one  used  as  the  guide  for  the  class,  so  there  was 
placed  on  a  single  shelf  in  the  recitation-room 
ten  or  a  dozen  text-books  on  that  subject.  But 
to-day  the  university  student  no  longer  finds 
himself  tied  to  one  text-book,  he  is  given  his 
outline  of  work  and  must  search  for  himself 
for  the  truth  he  seeks.  As  the  methods  have 
changed  so  have  also  the  conveniences,  and  in 
the  University  of  Chicago  to-day  we  find  that 
the  little  shelf  with  its  dozen  text-books  has  be- 
come the  cozy  departmental  library,  opening  off 
from  the  recitation-rooms  so  as  to  be  ready  for 
immediate  reference  and  increased  to  500  or 
looo  of  the  best  refernce-books  that  can  be  ob- 
tained of  that  subject,  including  not  only  the 
latest  text-books  but  the  best  technical  journals 
and  in  many  cases  the  original  sources  of  knowl- 
edge on  that  subject. 

For  four  years  I  have  been  studying  this 
problem  of  departmental  libraries,  and  I  shall 
attempt  to  give  an  outline  of  that  work  and  its 
results.  In  order  to  present  the  question  as  it 
really  exists  I  shall  first  need  to  present  very 
briefly  something  of  the  relations  of  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  our  library  system  to  each  other. 

The  Library  of  the   University  of  Chicago 
consists  of  a  general  library  (including  depart- 
ments of  reference,  cataloging,  and  circulating, 
also  a  branch  delivery  station  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary),  31   departmental   libraries,  two  branch 
libraries,  and  more  than  100  travelling  libraries. 
The  departmental  libraries  are  supported  in  two 
ways,  first  by  an  annual  appropriation  from  the 
board  of  trustees,  and  second  by  the  payment 
of  library  fees  from  the  students,  each  matricu- 
lated student  being  required  to  pay  for  the  use 
of  the  library  and  libraries  $2.50  per  quarter. 
The  fees  of  the  graduate  students  go  to  the  de- 
partmental libraries, those  of  the  under-graduates 
to  the  general  library.     The  book  account  of 
each  department  is  kept  in  the  librarian's  office, 
and  as  long  as  there  is  a  credit  to  the  account  of 
any  department  the  head  professor  is  at  liberty 
to  order  any  book  needed  by  his  department. 
No   order   is  honored  at  the   librarian's   office 
which  does  not  bear  the  signature  of  the  head 
of  the  department  which  originates  the  order, 
and  no  department  is  allowed  to  order  any  book 
or  journal  which  is  of  use  to  more  than  one  de- 
partment, such  works  being  kept  in  the  general 
library,   where  all  may  use  them.      Each  de- 
partmental   library  has  its  own  catalog  of  the 
books  in  its  own  library.     Each  department  is 
required    to    furnish    the   librarian    with    two 
fellows,  whose  duty   it  shall  be  to  have  charge 


of  the  department  library  of  which  they  are 
ellows,  and  to  give  at  least  two  hours  each 
day  to  the  work  of  cataloging  new  and  old  books, 
making  shelf-lists,  and  other  work  needed  to  be 
done  in  the  library.  The  work  is  done  entirely 
under  the  direction  of  the  university  librarian 
and  the  same  systems  and  rules  applied  to  all. 
A  member  of  the  regular  library  staff  has  the 
entire  charge  of  the  oversight  of  all  the  depart- 
mental libraries,  and  visits  each  one  every  day  to 
answer  questions  in  regard  to  administration, 
revise  and  correct  the  work  of  the  fellows  in 
charge,  and  makes  a  monthly  report  to  the  li- 
brarian of  the  condition  and  needs  of  each  de- 
partment. In  some  departments  where  the  fel- 
lows were  needed  for  other  work  two  of  the 
graduate  students  have  been  hired  at  a  fellow- 
ship remuneration  to  do  this  work.  The  gen- 
eral library  orders,  receives,  labels,  and  acces- 
sions all  books  before  they  are  delivered  to  the 
different  departments. 

The  plan  now  in  use  has  been  the  result  of 
many  experiments  and  frequent  changes.  At 
present  we  are  still  working  to  improve  and 
make  more  useful  these  special  libraries. 

We  find  many  advantages  of  this  system  over 
former  methods.  It  enables  the  student  to  be- 
come familiar  with  the  bibliography  of  his  sub- 
ject as  a  workman  with  his  tools;  it  admits  of  a 
much  simpler  system  of  cataloging  and  arrange- 
ment. It  gives  the  special  worker  the  quiet 
and  seclusion  needed  and  the  incentive  to  indi- 
vidual research  work. 

We  find  it  an  objection  to  have  these  libraries 
so  far  from  each  other.  In  some  cases  a  stu- 
dent in  order  to  use  another  library  must  leave 
the  building  in  which  his  own  study  work  is 
done,  cross  the  campus,  and  find  it  in  another 
building.  This,  however,  we  hope  to  remedy 
when  we  have  a  permanent  building,  when  our 
departmental  libraries  will  be  separate  but  all 
under  one  roof  and  opening  into  the  general 
library.  That  w-ill  also  correct  another  fault 
which  we  find  that  our  special  libraries  is  breed- 
ing in  our  students  —  a  tendency  to  narrowness. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  during  college  hours 
the  first  duty  of  the  student  is  to  read  in  the 
lines  of  his  own  work,  but  the  young  woman  or 
young  man  who  comes  out  of  the  university  life 
with  no  other  idea  of  books  than  as  sources  of 
information  or  tools  of  a  trade  is  at  best  only 
half  educated,  and  unless  we  can  find  some  way 
of  teaching  them  the  blessed  friendship  of  books 
and  bequeath  to  them  the  culture  which  comes 
from  the  society  of  the  great  and  wise  la  all  dc- 
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partments  and  throughout  all  knowledge,  our 
boasted  departmental  libraries  will  have  failed 
to  give  them  the  highest  of  all  education.  The 
questions  connected  with  this  problem  of  de- 
partmental libraries  are  many  and  perplex- 
ing. It  is  one  on  which  much  of  the  success 
of  the  universities  and  colleges  of  the  future 


will  depend,  for  I  firmly  believe  the  day  has 
already  dawned  when  the  student  seeking  an 
institution  in  which  to  receive  his  training  will 
be  guided  and  influenced  in  his  choice  not  so 
much  by  the  great  learning  of  some  professor 
as  by  the  practical  and  successful  ad  ministration 
of  its  library. 


SOME   SUCCESSFUL  METHODS    OF    DEVELOPING   CHILDREN'S  INTEREST  IN 

GOOD  LITERATURE. 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  WORK  OF  JAMES  M.  SAWIN,  PRESENTED  BY  W:  E.  FOSTER,*  Librarian 

Providence  (R.  /.)  Public  Library. 


IT  somewhat  tempers  the  disappointment  felt 
at  the  illness  which  has  made  it  impossible  for 
Mr.  Sawin  to  be  present  at  this  meeting,  that  I 
am  for  that  reason  able  to  speak  of  his  work  in 
the  terms  of  emphatic  commendation  which 
would  not  perhaps  be  fitting  if  he  were  here.  It 
certainly  appears  exceptional  in  the  three  par- 
ticulars of  its  gradual  development,  its  patient 
recognition  of  scientific  principles,  and  its 
emphasis  on  the  personality  of  the  individual 
child.  27  years  —  the  period  of  Mr.  Sawin's 
principalship  in  this  single  school  —  is  a  long, 
enough  period  for  some  teachers  to  have  sunk 
inextricably  into  hopeless  ruts  ;  long  enough, 
also,  as  is  seen  in  this  instance,  for  a  teacher  to 
have  gone  on  strengthening  his  hold  upon  his 
pupils,  and  his  grip  upon  the  principles  under- 
lying their  development,  to  an  extent  which  is 
noteworthy  in  its  tangible  results. 

Among  the  earliest  steps  in  the  school  referred 
to  were  the  formation' of  a  small  school  library, 
afterward  very  materially  enlarged,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  weekly  "library  hour"  as 
a  regular  feature.  When  in  1878  the  Providence 
Public  Library  was  opened,  no  one  was  more 
quick  to  recognize  the  decided  advantage  to  be 
gained,  in  these  same  directions,  through  its 
co-operation,  than  Mr.  Sawin.  The  successive 
steps  which  that  library  has  been  enabled  to 
take,  in  accumulating  a  collection  of  more  than 
1000  volumes,  duplicated  for  use  by  the  school- 
children, and  in  granting  definite  privileges  in 
connection  with  their  use,  have  been  improved 
by  Mr.  Sawin  to  their  fullest  extent,  and  with 
rare  intelligence.  Both  In  the  case  of  the  books 
in  the  separate  school  library  and  of  those  drawn 
from  the  public  library,  it  is  noteworthy  that  his 
choice  of  a  book  for  a  given  purpose  has  been 
made  with  as  minute  care  as  a  surgeon  would 

[*  This  account  of  Mr.  James  M.  Sawin's  work  as  prin- 
cipal of  the  Point  Street  Grammar  School,  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  was  presented  by  William  E.  Foster  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club,  on  Oct.  a,  1895.] 


use  in  selecting  his  instruments.  The  weekly 
exercise  referred  to  is  of  decided  interest,  both 
for  its  oral  and  its  written  features.  In  its  earlier 
stages  the  former  were  apparently  more  em- 
phasized than  the  written  features.  The  use, 
as  has  already  been  stated  in  print,*  which 
the  child  shall  "  make  of  the  book  placed  in  his 
hands  is  by  no  means  optional  with  him.  He 
may  not  return  it  the  next  day;  but  must  keep  it 
at  least  one  week,  and  in  certain  cases  an  extra 
week.  He  may  not  return  it  unread  or  super- 
ficially read,  for  be  knows  that  he  must  give  a 
satisfactory  account  of  his  reading."  At  these 
weekly  exercises  "the  pupils  are  called  upon  to 
state  in  their  own  words  the  substance  of  some 
book  —  not  necessarily  the  last  one" — thus 
read.  An  instance  which  the  present  speaker 
described  in  print  some  time  agof  may  be  here 
recalled,  in  which  the  pupil  told  in  her  own 
words  nearly  the  whole  of  the  story  of  the 
"  Vicar  of  Wakefield."  "  In  language  which  was 
plainly  her  own,  bearing  every  indication  of 
genuineness,  sometimes,  for  a  single  moment, 
at  a  loss  for  the  right  word,  but  never  losing  the 
thread  of  the  story,  with  a  manner  so  interested 
that  it  carried  with  her  the  interested  attention 
of  her  classmates  who  had  not  read  it,  this 
young  story-teller  went  on  from  the  beginning 
to  the  close." 

Where  the  written  feature  has  been  employed, 
it  has  been  with  the  purpose  of  cultivating  the 
pupil's  power  of  stating  his  impressions  of  the 
book  with  more  deliberateness  and  exactness 
than  in  the  verbal  account.  A  work  such  as 
Scudder's  "  George  Washington,"  for  instance, 
is  taken  home  by  the  pupil.  After  returning  it 
he  writes  out  from  memory  his  abstract  of  its 
contents,  in  temporary  form.  After  these  have 
all  been  handed  in,  a  limited  number  are  se- 
lected to  be  read  aloud  at  the  weekly  library 


*  Green's  "  Libraries  and  schools,"  p.  iai. 
t  Ibid.,  p.  113. 
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hour,  by  their  writers,  "  and  to  be  criticised  by 
other  pupils.  Afterward  all  the  pupils  rewrite 
their  abstracts  in  ink,  profiting  by  the  verbal 
criticism  received,  and  generally  condensing 
them  about  one-third."  *  Some  of  these  writ- 
ten abstracts  are  of  great  interest  as  showing 
the  appeal  which  some  work  of  the  highest  order 
has  made  to  the  child's  interest.  During  the 
year  each  child  in  the  room  presents  four  such  ab- 
stracts in  historical  and  biographical  works,  and 
two  in  other  classes,  such  as  literature  or  science. 
Since  the  direct  motive  which  originally  led 
to  the  undertaking  of  this  series  of  measures 
was  not  so  much  a  positive  one  as  the  negative 
one  of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  pupils  from 
a  pernicious  class  of  reading  then  prevalent,  it 
would  be  a  marked  occasion  for  gratitude  even 
if  nothing  more  than  the  accomplishment  of 
this  purpose  could  be  reported.  But  it  is  a  sig- 
nificant fact  that  the  positive  side  of  the  subject 
has  now  for  many  years  been  the  predominant 
one  ;  and  a  long  succession  of  tangible  instances 
of  individual  pupils  brought  to  take  a  vital  in- 
terest in  literature,  and  to  experience  to  the  full 
the  enjoyment  which  noble  prose  or  matchless 
verse  can  awaken,  testifies  to  the  remarkable 
effectiveness  of  these  measures.  In  any  such 
undertaking  it  is  the  instances  where  the  con- 
ditions were  most  unpromising  which  have  the 
greatest  significance.  One  such  instance  may 
be  cited,  where  there  was  a  most  determined 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  boy  to  giving  his 
attention  to  any  but  the  most  worthless  reading. 
By  patient  study  the  teacher  possessed  himself 
of  the  key  to  the  boy's  tastes  and  interests, 
and  led  him  steadily  upward,  until  the  boy 
formed  the  habit  of  coming  to  him  for  sugges- 
tions of  books  to  buy  for  himself.  He  is  now 
somewhere  very  near  the  head  of  his  profession 
in  his  own  city,  has  been  able  to  render  the 
state  marked  services,  and  is  altogether  a  man 
of  so  inbred  a  taste  for  the  best  that  it  is  hard  to 
think  of  him  as  ever  otherwise.  This  was  a 
case  where  the  boy  was  reached,  along  one  of 
the  lines  of  the  "  literature  of  knowledge" — to 
use  De  Quincey's  expression.  Let  me  cite  a 
significant  instance  where  the  same  result  was 
reached  ;  in  this  case  through  the  medium  of 
the  "  literature  of  power."  The  boy,  to  use  his 
own  language,  had  been  reading  "  dime  detec- 
tive stories."  "  These,"  he  says,  "  were  to  my 
mind  at  that  time  glorious  views  of  a  life  full  of 
exciting  adventure."  He  had  already  lost  his 

*  As  described  in  the  lournal  of  Education,  Nov.  30, 
1893,  v..38,  p.  348. 


standing  in  his  class,  and  his  love  for  school  had 
nearly  faded  out.  On  his  teacher's  bringing  to 
his  attention  portions  of  "  Marmion,"  for  read- 
ing, he  declared  that  he  was  not  going  to  give 
up  the  stories  that  were  so  fascinating.  He 
complied,  however,  with  the  teacher's  request, 
and  read  the  poetry.  Next  the  teacher  placed 
before  him  "  Invanhoe."  "The  thought,"  he 
says,  "  of  reading  such  a  large  book  as  '  Ivan- 
hoe  '  was  frightful,  but  when  I  had  read  these 
few  pages  which  you  selected,  I  wanted  then  to 
read  the  whole  book."  From  these  more  ex- 
citing scenes  which  he  seemed  to  crave,  he  was 
led,  little  by  little,  to  read  selections  from  stand- 
ard historians  and  books  of  travel.  The  en- 
tire account  of  his  awakening  is  full  of  interest, 
and  the  good  he  himself  is  doing  is  far  reaching. 
He  adds  that  he  owes  his  situation,  in  an  impor- 
tant manufacturing  firm,  to  this  awakening. 

It  is  time  to  touch  upon  some  of  the  objec- 
tions most  likely  to  be  met  with,  as,  for  exam- 
ple, the  doubt  expressed  as  to  the  relation  of 
work  of  this  nature  to  the  prescribed  school 
curriculum;  the  extreme  materialistic  view,  al- 
ways to  be  reckoned  with,  and  the  limited  time 
at  the  disposal  of  the  teacher  for  any  purpose. 
Not  only  has  it  been  the  aim  of  Mr.  Sawin  to 
make  these  exercises  grow  naturally  out  of  the 
school  curriculum,  in  every  instance,  but  the 
"avenues,"  says  Mr.  Scudder,  "to  a  child's 
imagination  and  love  of  beauty  are  more  in 
number  than  our  experience  can  count."*  One 
such  avenue  is  the  study  of  geography.  An- 
other is  the  study  of  history.  Another  is  the 
"  school  reader,"  text-book  though  it  is,  which, 
to  quote  Mr.  Sawin,  furnishes  "  good  examples, 
in  variety,  of  the  best  prose  and  poetry,"  and 
forms  "  a  fair  basis  for  instilling  a  love  for  the 
masterpieces  of  literature"  —  and  of  making  a 
skilful  transition  to  the  wholes  of  which  the 
extracts  are  a  part. 

While  it  is  true  that  Mr.  Sawin's  aim  has  been 
to  link  the  reading  above  referred  to  with  the 
school  curriculum,  so  far  as  possible,  he  has  by 
no  means  aimed  to  have  the  child's  interest  stop 
with  the  text-book;  and  if  any  one  should  take 
the  ground  that  the  text-book,  and  nothing  but 
the  text-book,  must  engage  the  attention  of  the 
pupil,  then  this  teacher  must  certainly  plead 
guilty  to  not  conforming  to  th^s  standard. 

As  regards  the  question  of  time,  Mr.  Sawin 
occupies  a  strikingly  unassailable  position  when 
he  puts  the  necessity  for  these  measures  on  the 
broad  ground  that  reading  of  some  kind  on  the 


*  Atlantic  Monthly,  v.  73,  p.  255. 
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part  of  the  pupil  is  inevitable;  and  that  it  is 
simply  a  question  whether  the  teacher  shall  use 
the  unequalled  opportunity  in  his  hands,  for 
diverting  the  stream  of  reading  into  the  chan- 
nels of  the  best  literature  or  not.  The  attitude 
of  such  a  school  as  this  toward  the  daily  news- 
paper is  typical  in  this  respect;  and  when  it  is 
remembered  how  great  a  cause  of  perplexity  the 
newspaper  has  formed  in  relation  to  the  reading 
of  the  children  in  a  household,  one  cannot  too 
much  admire  the  practical  sagacity  of  the  plan 
pursued  in  connection  with  the  exercise  on  cur- 
rent events.  Criticism  invariably  follows  the 
presentation  of  any  materials  under  this  head 
which  are  to  be  described  as  "scandal,"  "gos- 
sip," "personalities,"  "chaff,"  or  "rubbish." 
"  The  time  of  the  child  being  limited,  he  natu- 
rally learns  to  devote  his  moments  of  newspaper 
perusal  to  those  items  only  which  are  sure  of  a 
welcome  reception  at  the  school.  Seldom,  in- 
deed, has  the  principle  of  'parsimony'  been 
more  intelligently  directed  than  in  this  in- 
stance;"* and  this  is  equally  true  of  the  course 
which  the  children's  reading  follows  in  the  mat- 
ter of  books.  They  approach  the  school's  influ- 
ence, in  a  large  number  of  instances,  with  a 
strong  interest  in  "  nickel  stories  "  and  the  like, 
and  under  the  influence  of  measures  like  these 
are  found  not  merely  reading,  but  acquiring  the 
taste  for  reading,  such  works  as  Scott's  "  Mar- 
mion,"  Franklin's  "Autobiography,"  Parkman's 
"  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,"  John  Burroughs's 
"Winter  sunshine,"  Dr.  John  Brown's  "  Rab 
and  his  friends,"  and  Tennyson's  "  Idylls  of  the 
king." 

Some  of  the  methods  of  a  teacher  like  Mr. 
Sawin  are  of  noteworthy  interest,  and  leave  no 
room  for  wonder  when  we  find  that  they  have 
proved  most  inspiring  to  those  of  his  pupils  who, 
during  this  long  period  of  time,  have  themselves 
become  teachers  and,  from  the  starting-point  of 
their  own  individuality,  are  reproducing  the  re- 
sults in  their  teaching.  One  peculiarly  interest- 
ing instance  is  that  of  a  young  girl  who  had  had 
assigned  to  her  for  recitation  a  selection  from 
William  Ware's  "Zenobia,"  a  book  of  which  it 
is  pleasant  to  record  that  in  my  library  at  least 
it  has  never  yet  fallen  into  an  undisturbed  re- 
pose on  the  shelves.  Several  times  in  succes- 
sion she  returned  it  to  her  teacher,  assuring  him 
that  there  was  nothing  in  it  which  appealed  to 
her  interest,  and  asking  that  something  different 
be  given  her.  The  teacher's  insight  into  the 
"capabilities"  of  this  short  extract  took  this 

*  Ntw  England  Journal  af  Education,  v.  38,  p.  348. 


unusual  direction.  Standing  at  the  black-board, 
with  his  back  to  the  pupil,  he  said  to  her:  "  Im- 
agine that  I  am  a  painter,  and  that  you  are 
to  give  me  the  necessary  details  for  reproducing 
Zenobia's  portrait,  drawn  from  Mr.  Ware's  lan- 
guage before  you.  How  shall  I  represent  her? 
Of  what  height?  Of  dignified  bearing,  or  not? 
How  dressed?  When  speaking,  is  her  body  at 
rest  or  in  motion?  What  about  her  counte- 
nance ?"  In  the  act  of  answering  questions  '.ike 
these,  the  coating  of  unattractiveness  which 
this  extract  had  hitherto  had  for  the  pupil  was 
completely  broken  through,  with  the  result  not 
only  of  an  enthusiastic  appreciation  of  this  one 
selection  on  her  part,  but  of  the  opening  of  her 
eyes  intellectually  to  what  is  vivid  and  incisive  in 
literature  in  general. 

It  is  characteristic  of  Mr.  Sawin's  intelligent 
procedure  that  he  has  moved  gradually  in  the 
extension  of  these  methods  to  all  the  school 
grades.  So  completely  have  they  permeated 
the  upper  grades  that  for  years  it  has  been  the 
exceedingly  rare  exception,  rather  than  the  rule, 
to  find  any  pupil  without  a  public  library  card, 
although  the  applying  for  such  a  card  is  wholly 
voluntary.  The  last  few  years  have  witnessed 
an  effort  to  extend  these  same  influences  to  the 
lower  grades  of  the  school  (which  has  a  total  of 
about  480  pupils),  and  here  the  difficulty  chiefly 
encountered  has  been  the  great  variety  of  books 
which,  while  brought  down  to  the  level  of  the 
child's  apprehension,  so  far  as  regards  the  lan- 
guage employed,  do  not  also  descend  unpardon- 
ably  as  regards  their  literary  quality. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  the  work  and 
influence  of  this  teacher —  paralleled,  no  doubt, 
in  the  communities  of  many  libraries,  and  cer- 
tainly paralleled  in  no  slight  degree  in  other 
schools  in  my  own  community  —  presents  at 
once  an  instructive  example  to  us  as  librarians, 
and  a  most  striking  exemplification  of  what  Mr. 
Charles  Francis  Adams  urged  upon  teachers  as 
an  aim,  now  nearly  20  years  ago,  in  the  follow- 
ing language : * 

"  If  you,  during  your  lives  as  teachers,  can, 
among  all  your  mass  of  pupils,  find  out  and  de- 
velop through  your  own  personal  contact  only 
a  few  —  say  half  a  dozen  —  remarkable  men  and 
women,  who  but  for  you  and  your  observation 
and  watchfulness  and  guidance  would  have 
lived  and  died  not  knowing  what  they  could  do, 
then,  if  you  do  nothing  more  than  this,  you 
have  done  an  immense  work  in  life." 


*  Address  at  jjuincy,  Mass.,  May  19,  1876.    (Green's 
"  Libraries  and  schools,"  p.  14.) 
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WORK   ACCOMPLISHED  BY  THE  VARIOUS  STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATIONS.* 
BY  EMMA  LOUISE  ADAMS,  Librarian  P lain  field  (N.J.*)  Public  Library. 


SELDOM  does  it  happen  that  library  workers 
meet  with  such  hearty  appreciation  as  did  the 
New  York  Library  Club  at  a  meeting  in  Jersey 
City,  when  they  were  addressed  by  Dr.  Gor- 
don with  the  words:  "  We  are  indebted  to  you 
in  large  measure  for  the  present  advanced  state 
of  library  knowledge.  We  have  reaped  ad- 
vantage from  your  study  and  researches." 

Broadly,  that  is  the  aim  of  every  library  as- 
sociation or  club,  a  higher  and  more  advanced 
state  of  library  knowledge,  to  be  attained  by 
the  study  and  researches,  and  I  may  add,  the 
untiring  industry  and  devotion  of  its  members. 
And  these  are  the  notes  characterizing  every 
successful  library  club — industry  and  devotion. 
Overworked  as  most  librarians  are,  it  is  no 
small  thing  to  give  their  carefully  hoarded  leis- 
ure to  serving  on  committees,  preparing  programs 
for  meetings,  and  to  the  preparation  of  papers. 

Yet  all  these  are  necessary  if  the  club  is  to 
make  its  influence  felt  outside  of  its  own  little 
circle  of  members.  A  library  club  must  be  ag- 
gressive, especially  in  a  state  where  there  is 
much  missionary  work  to  be  done. 

The  work  of  a  library  club  may  be  divided 
into  two  parts  —  the  extension  of  library  interest, 
or  its  aggressive  work,  and  its  aid  to  individual 
members,  or  its  home  work. 

As  in  a  short  paper  it  is  impossible  to  touch 
upon  the  good  work  being  done  all  over  the 
country,  by  the  state  associations,  only  those 
will  here  be  taken  up  which  may  be  considered 
representative  as  agressive  workers  or  whose 
line  of  work  seems  especially  worthy  of  our  study. 

Two  clubs  prominent  in  aggressive  work  are 
those  of  Indiana  and  Michigan.  In  1893  the 
former  issued  an  appeal  to  all  librarians  in  the 
state,  enclosing  their  constitution  and  objects, 
with  the  happy  result  of  doubling  their  mem- 
bership and  hence  their  force.  To  quote  from 
their  report:  "  We  have  aroused  and  are  stimu- 
lating library  interest  in  the  state,  we  are  help- 
ing the  new  libraries  and  encouraging  the  old." 
That  these  efforts  are  appreciated  is  shown  by 
the  fact,  that  at  this  third  annual  meeting  16 
more  libraries  were  represented  than  at  any 
previous  meeting. 

*  Part  of  a  paper  read  before  the  New  Jersey  Library 
Association,  Oct.  20, 1895. 


After  increasing  its  force  by  a  larger  member- 
ship this  club  threw  the  weight  of  its  influence 
against  the  intrusion  of  politics  in  library  mat- 
ters, pledging  itself  (at  its  3d  annual  meeting, 
1893)  "  to  prevent  the  state  library  from  again 
becoming  a  political  plum,"  and  in  the  present 
year  we  learn  that  "  the  state  library  has  been 
brought  under  new  legislation,  which  will  result 
in  taking  the  office  and  its  organization  out  of 
politics.  One  of  the  last  bills  passed  authorized 
the  establishment  of  a  state  library  board,  pro- 
viding for  the  administration  of  the  state  li- 
brary, the  election  of  a  state  librarian,  and  the 
appointment  of  his  assistants  and  prescribing 
of  their  duties." 

A  paper  read  by  the  state  librarian  before  the 
Michigan  association  on  "The  state  library  in 
its  relation  to  people  in  the  state "  compre- 
hended a  bill  which  it  was  proposed  to  submit 
to  the  state  legislature,  providing  for  a  distribu- 
tion of  state  documents,  for  making  the  other 
libraries  in  the  state  associate  libraries  with  the 
state  library,  enabling  them  to  send  to  Lansing 
for  books  needed,  and  also  making  the  state  li- 
brary in  a  measure  an  intelligence  bureau,  to 
which  librarians  in  the  state  might  apply  for 
information  in  the  details  of  library  economy. 

Some  of  these  ends  at  least  have  been  attained, 
for  the  Michigan  state  legislature  has  since 
passed  a  bill  providing  for  the  travelling  library 
system,  and  for  a  very  fair  annual  appropriation 
for  its  support.  This  association  has  also  taken 
a  practical  way  of  interesting  teachers  in  its 
work  by  having  its  reports  printed  with  those 
of  the  state  teachers'  association,  thus  securing 
for  them  a  wider  reading  and  a  recognition  of  the 
library's  claim  upon  the  people  for  support  in 
common  with  those  of  the  public  school,  and  so 
advancing  a  step  the  much-to-be-desired  union 
of  school  and  library. 

With  the  same  object  in  view  the  Nebraska 
club  has  decided  to  hold  its  next  meeting  during 
the  conference  of  the  state  teachers'  association. 
Iowa  also,  at  its  fifth  annual  meeting,  met  for 
the  first  time  as  a  section  of  the  state  teachers' 
association.  This  method  certainly  seems  a 
practical  way  of  popularizing  the  idea  that  the 
library  and  the  school  should  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  far  it 
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has  been  successful,  where  the  experiment  hat 
been  tried,  in  interesting  the  teachers. 

Somewhat  out  of  the  usual  line  is  the  system 
adopted  by  this  club  for  raising  the  standard  of 
library  work  by  "a  plan  for  library  instruction 
in  the  state,"  which  was  proposed  by  Miss  Craw- 
ford, and  adopted  with  a  few  changes,  and 
was  outlined  in  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  for  May, 
1895. 

Montana  and  Minnesota  now  also  have  the 
travelling  library  system.  The  library  associa- 
tion of  the  latter  state  as  a  preliminary  step  is- 
sued a  circular  calling  attention  to  "  a  plan  by 
which  every  town  and  village  in  the  state  may 
be  supplied  with  a  circulating  library." 

Beside  the  full  reports  of  the  Wisconsin  club 
with  its  two  days'  conference,  the  reports  of 
some  of  our  eastern  associations  seem  somewhat 
meagre.  We  note  with  pleasure  the  passing  of 
a  law  in  April  of  this  year  providing  for  a  library 
commission  for  that  state — doubtless  the  result 
of  the  association's  work. 

Looking  eastward,  we  find  among  the  most 
energetic  of  library  associations  those  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  Hampshire,  and  New  York, 

There  being  but  31  towns  without  libraries  out 
of  the  352  towns  and  cities  in  the  first-named 
state,  one  naturally  expects  to  find  the  members 
of  the  Massachusetts  club  discussing  questions 
as  to  library  management  rather  than  the  exten- 
sion of  library  interest.  But  while  it  is  true  that 
their  papers  and  discussions  are  of  the  greatest 
practical  value  to  librarians,  nevertheless  we  find 
the  active  library  commission  of  that  state  bend- 
ing its  energies  to  bring  those  31  lost  sheep  into 
the  library  fold,  and  the  prospects  are  that 
Massachusetts  will  soon  be  the  only  state  in  the 
union  having  a  library  in  every  city,  town,  and 
village.  . 

New  Hampshire  is,  however,  a  close  rival  to 
Massachusetts.  In  1894,  as  the  result  of  the 
work  of  the  state  commission,  60  new  libraries 
were  organized.  Doubtless  those  30  New 
Hampshire  towns  which  at  the  Lake  Placid  con- 
ference were  reported  as  without  libraries  will 
not  long  remain  so  under  the  new  law,  which 
makes  the  establishment  of  libraries  compulsory 
in  this  state.  This  law,  which  is,  I  believe, 
unique  in  library  legislation,  was  endorsed  and 
the  propriety  of  its  passage  urged  by  the  asso- 
ciation. The  more  conservative  position  taken 
by  Massachusetts  in  esteeming  it  better  to  urge 
rather  than  force  towns  to  establish  libraries 
would  seem  wiser. 

Among  the  recommendations   made  to  this 


club  in  an  address  by  Mr.  Olin  S.  Davis  [1893] 
are  the  following  :  That  the  state  library  should 
secure  and  record  information  as  to  the  work 
and  equipment  of  the  libraries  in  the  state,  that 
the  state  should  adopt  the  travelling  library 
system,  and  that  circulars  should  be  prepared 
and  distributed  giving  information  as  to  im- 
proved methods  of  library  administration." 

After  so  notable  a  record  of  library  progress, 
it  is  a  sorry  thing  to  have  to  record  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  good  work  by  the  removal  of  the 
state  librarian  for  political  reasons.  Like 
Indiana,  New  Hampshire  will  be  obliged  to  set 
its  face  against  the  intrusion  of  politics  and 
efface  this  stain  from  its  otherwise  fair  record. 

The  association  of  the  state  of  New  York  has 
caught  the  enthusiamof  its  leader,  and  its  policy, 
like  his, isan  aggressive  one.  This  association  has 
issued  a  handbook  giving  information  as  to  its 
purpose  and  scope,  but  knowing  that  there  were 
a  number  of  librarians  in  the  state  unconnected 
with  it,  a  circular  letter,  stating  briefly  the 
means  by  which  it  is  planned  to  extend  the  use- 
fulness of  the  organization  was  sent  to  the 
librarians  in  the  state  and  enrolment  urged. 
Two  additional  meetings  yearly  have  been  de- 
cided upon,  and  among  the  plans  of  the  associa- 
tion are  an  occasional  library  canvass  of  the 
state  and  the  publication  of  select  lists  of  books. 
Papers  of  the  greatest  value  to  librarians  are 
read  and  discussed  in  this  club,  and  these  oc- 
casionally find  their  way  into  the  columns  of 
the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  thus  becoming  a  more 
permanent  contribution  to  library  science. 

There  being  no  general  library  law  in 
Pennsylvania,  the  state  library  club  is  address- 
ing itself  to  the  subject  of  library  legislation, 
and  in  the  placing  of  a  bill  for  the  enact- 
ment of  a  library  law  before  the  legislature 
has  had  the  assistance  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  further 
to  co-operate  in  securing  its  passage.  A  notable 
feature  in  the  methods  of  the  Pennsylvania 
club  is  its  plan  of  publishing  some  of  its  more 
important  papers  in  a  series  called  "  Occa- 
sional papers." 

Connecticut  is  another  of  the  many  associa- 
tions which  is  able  to  add  to  its  record  of  work 
performed  the  formation  of  a  state  library  com- 
mittee. Of  the  newer  state  associations,  as  of 
Vermont  and  Ohio,  I  have  not  spoken,  though 
in  the  former  state  a  library  commission  has  al- 
ready been  formed,  which  is  very  probably  the 
work  of  the  state  association. 

Reviewing  hastily  the  work  accomplished  by 


382 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


[November,  '95 


the  state  associations,  we  find  in  addition  to 
the  direct,  practical  help  given  to  individual 
members,  that  through  their  united  and  zealous 
efforts  they  have  been  instrumental  in  the  for- 
mation of  new  libraries,  have  influenced  or 
brought  about  better  library  legislation,  and 
have  been  the  means  of  forming  library  com- 
missions, and  of  advancing  library  interests  in 
their  respective  states. 


THE  FIRST  LIBRARY   IN   THE   NORTH- 
WEST. 

ON  the  west  shore  of  the  Ohio  River,  opposite 
Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  is  the  little  town  of  Belpre 
(short  for  Belle  Prairie,  and  locally  pronounced 
Bel-pry),  settled  on  the  Marietta  grant  by  Revo- 
lutionary soldiers  from  New  England  in  1789-90. 
There  is  not  much  in  evidence  at  Belpre  to  at- 
tract the  average  traveller  of  to-day,  although  a 
hundred  years  ago  it  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  promising  of  the  trans-Alleghany  settle- 
ments. But  to  the  student  of  Western  history, 
Belpre  is  interesting  because  of  its  associations 
in  connection  with  the  Marietta  "pilgrims";  and 
the  librarian  who  is  fond  of  tracing  the  begin- 
nings of  his  craft  may  well  turn  his  attention 
thither,  for  here  at  Belpre  was  established  the 
first  circulating  library  in  the  Territory  North- 
west of  the  River  Ohio. 

Old  Israel  Putnam,  he  of  wolf-den  fame, 
amassed  many  books.  His  son  Israel  emigrated 
to  Belpre  in  1796,  and  carried  with  him  a  con- 
siderable part  of  his  father's  collection  —  no 
small  undertaking  this,  at  a  time  when  goods 
had  to  be  carted  all  the  way  from  Connec- 
ticut, 500  miles  across  broad  rivers  and  over 
high  mountains  to  Redstone  Old  Fort,  on  the 
Monongahela,  and  thence  floated  down  that 
river  and  the  Ohio  200  miles  farther,  by  flat- 
boat.  The  professional  freighters  of  those  days 
knew  how  to  charge  for  all  this.  Young  Israel 
was  public-spirited,  and  having  been  at  such 
great  cost  and  trouble  to  get  this  library  out 
into  the  wilderness,  wished  his  fellow-colonists 
to  enjoy  it  with  him.  It  would  have  been  un- 
fair not  to  distribute  the  expense,  so  a  stock 
company  was  formed,  and  shares  were  sold  at 
$10  each. 

Of  the  blessings  wrought  in  this  rude  frontier 
community  by  the  books  which  old  Israel  Put- 
nam had  collected  for  his  Connecticut  fireside 
there  can  be  no  more  eloquent  testimony  than 
that  borne  by  an  old  settler,  who,  in  1802,  writes 
to  an  Eastern  friend:  "  In  order  to  make  the 
long  evenings  pass  more  smoothly,  by  great  ex- 
ertion I  purchased  a  share  in  the  Belpre  library, 
six  miles  distant.  Many  a  night  have  I  passed 
(using  pine  knots  instead  of  candles)  reading  to 
my  wife,  while  she  sat  hatcheling,  carding,  or 
spinning."  The  association  was  dissolved  in 
1815  or  1816,  and  the  books  distributed  among 
the  shareholders;  many  of  these  volumes  are 
still  extant  as  heirlooms  in  the  vicinity  of  Belpre, 
and  several  are  treasured  in  the  excellent  college 
museum  at  neighboring  Marietta. 

R.  G.  THWAITES. 


THE    CARNEGIE    LIBRARY    OF    PITTS- 
BURGH. 

THE  magnificent  library  given  to  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh  by  Andrew  Carnegie  was  formally 
presented  to  the  city  by  its  donor  and  dedicated 
on  the  evening  of  November  5.  The  ceremonies 
were  held  in  the  spacious  music  hall  auditorium 
of  the  Llibrary  before  an  audience  of  over  2000 
persons.  The  gathering  was  a  thoroughly  rep- 
resentative one.  On  the  stage  were  the  mem- 
bers of  the  library  commission,  the  local  Mozart 
Club,  which  furnished  vocal  music,  and  the 
guests  of  honor.  The  event  of  the  evening 
was,  of  course,  the  presentation  of  the  library 
to  Chairman  Frew  by  Mr.  Carnegie.  After  the 
invocation,  pronounced  by  Bishop  Whitehead, 
and  the  singing  of  two  choruses,  Chairman  Frew 
introduced  Mr.  Carnegie,  saying:  "  No  other 
introduction  is  necessary  than  to  present  you  to 
the  man  whose  munificence  has  made  this  possi- 
ble—  Andrew  Carnegie."  After  the  applause 
had  subsided,  Mr.  Carnegie  made  his  presenta- 
tion address.  He  said  in  part : 

"  Fellow-citizens,  one  has  not  to  study  deeply 
or  to  travel  far  to  learn  that  the  path  of  the 
philanthropist  is  difficult,  and  to  find  through 
sad  experience  that  how  to  do  genuine  good, 
and  not  mischief,  by  the  giving  of  money,  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  with  which 
man  has  to  deal. 

"  My  views  of  wealth  and  its  duties  soon  be- 
came fixed,  and  to  these  I  have  ever  since  sought 
to  give  expression  upon  fitting  occasions,  which 
are,  that  .under  existing  industrial  conditions, 
which  we  shall  not  see  changed,  but  which  may 
be  modified  in  the  course  of  centuries  to  come, 
surplus  wealth  -must  sometimes  flow  into  the 
hands  of  a  few,  the  number,  however,  becoming 
less  and  less  under  the  operation  of  present  con- 
ditions, which  are  rapidly  causing  the  general 
distribution  of  wealth  day  by  day,  the  propor- 
tion of  the  combined  earnings  of  capital  and 
labor  going  to  labor  growing  greater  and  greater, 
and  to  capital  less  and  less.  To  one  whom 
surplus  comes  there  comes  also  the  question  : 
What  is  my  duty  ?  What  is  the  best  use  that 
can  be  made  of  it  ?  The  conclusion  forced  upon 
me  and  which  I  retain  is  this :  That  surplus 
wealth  is  a  sacred  trust  to  be  administered  dur- 
ing life  by  its  possessor  for  the  best  good  of  his 
fellow-men,  and  I  have  ventured  to  predict  the 
coming  of  the  day  —  the  dawn  of  which,  indeed, 
we  already  begin  to  see  —  when  the  man  who 
dies  possessed  of  available  millions  which  were 
free,  and  in  his  hands  to  distribute,  will  die  dis- 
graced. He  will  pass  away  '  unwept,  unhonored, 
and  unsung,'  as  one  who  has  been  unfaithful  to 
his  trust.  There  must  sometimes  be  surplus 
wealth,  then,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  use  this  for 
the  public  good.  But,  having  proceeded  thus 
far,  the  most  serious  question  of  all  remains  : 
How  is  good  to  be  accomplished?  How  is 
wealth  to  be  used  so  that  it  will  not  tend  to 
pauperize  the  community,  or  to  increase  the 
very  evils  we  fain  would  extirpate  ?  Distifbuted 
equally  among  all  the  people  in  the  morning, 
we  know  that  there  would  be  pandemonium  at 
night.  Imagine  a  man  with  millions  looking 
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upon  the  poorer  districts  of  a  great  city,  and 
saying,  '  I  shall  cure  all  this.'  To  the  wretched 
poor  he  says,  '  You  have  not  your  share  ol 
wealth,  take  this  :'  and  to  each  one  he  gives  his 
portion.  A  few  nights  later  this  zealous  phi- 
lanthropist takes  his  friends  to  see  what  he  has 
accomplished,  the  evils  of  poverty  he  has  cured. 
Imagine  the  sight  they  behold.  Poverty, 
wretchedness,  misery,  and  crime  cured,  or  even 
diminished  ?  No.  all  these  increased.  The 
hitherto  well-doing  and  industrious  have  seen 
the  thriftless  and  idle  in  receipt  of  unearned 
funds,  and  these  hitherto  self-respecting  people 
have  said,  '  Why  should  we  rise  in  the  dark 
and  go  forth  to  toil  ?  There  is  no  special  re- 
ward for  the  toiler  ;  the  idle  receive  equally 
with  the  industrious;  we  shall  join  their  ranks.' 
"  The  surplus  money  gathered  in  one  great 
sum  and  spent  by  Peter  Cooper  in  establishing 
the  Cooper  Institute,  of  New  York;  by  Mr.  Pratt, 
of  Baltimore,  in  establishing  the  Baltimore  li- 
braries; Mr.  Pratt,  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  Pratt  In- 
stitute ;  the  Drexel  Institute,  of  Philadelphia. 
or  spent  by  Seth  Low  for  the  Columbia  Library, 
or  by  my  friend  and  partner,  and  your  distin- 
guished fellow-citizen,  Mr.  Phipps,  for  the  con- 
servatories, is  put  to  better  and  nobler  ends 
than  if  it  had  been  distributed  from  week  to 
week  in  driblets  among  the  masses  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  concentrated  in  one  great  educative  insti- 
tution lasting  for  all  time,  its  usefulness  is  for- 
ever ;  it  ministers  to  the  divine  in  man,  his 
reason  and  his  conscience,  and  thus  lifts  him 
higher  and  higher  in  the  scale  of  being;  he  be- 
comes less  and  less  of  the  brute  and  more  and 
more  of  the  man.  I  am  not  content  to  pass 
down  in  the  history  of  Pittsburgh  as  one  who 
only  helped  the  masses  to  obtain  greater  en- 
joyment of  those  appetites  —  which  we  share 
equally  with  the  brutes —  more  to  eat,  more  to 
drink,  and  richer  raiment. 

"  What  we  must  seek  for  surplus  wealth,  if 
we  are  to  do  real,  genuine  good,  are  uses  which 
give  nothing  for  nothing,  which  require  co-op- 
eration, self-help,  and  which  by  no  possibility 
can  tend  to  sap  the  spirit  of  manly  independence, 
which  is  the  only  sure  foundation  upon  which 
the  steady  improvement  of  our  race  can  be  built. 
We  were  soon  led  to  see  in  the  free  library  an 
institution  which  fulfilled  these  conditions  and 
which  must  work  only  for  good  and  never  for 
evil.  It  gives  nothing  for  nothing. 

"  The  taste  for  reading  is  one  of  the  most 
precious  possessions  of  life,  and  the  success  of 
the  Allegheny  and  Braddock  libraries  proves 
that  the  masses  of  this  community  fully  appre- 
ciate this  fact,  and  are  rapidly  acquiring  it.  I 
should  much  rather  be  instrumental  in  bringing 
to  the  working  man  or  woman  this  taste  than 
mere  dollars.  It  is  better  than  a  fortune.  When 
the  library  is  supported  by  the  community,  as 
Pittsburgh  is  wisely  to  support  her  library,  all 
taint  of  charity  is  dispelled.  Every  citizen  of 
Pittsburgh,  even  the  very  humblest,  now  walks 
Into  this,  his  own  library,  for  the  poorest  laborer 
contributes  his  mite  indirectly  to  its  support. 
The  man  who  enters  a  library  is  in  the  best  soci- 
ety that  this  world  affords;  the  good  and  great 
surround  him,  welcome  him,  and  humbly  ask  to 


be  allowed  to  become  his  servants,  and  if  he 
himself  from  his  own  earnings  contributes  to  its 
support,  he  is  more  of  a  man  than  before. 

"  Our  newspapers  have  recently  quoted  from 
a  speech  in  which  I  referred  to  the  fact  that 
Colonel  Anderson  —  honored  be  his  memory  !  — 
opened  his  400  books  to  the  young  in  Allegheny 
City,  and  attended  every  Saturday  to  exchange 
books,  and  that  to  him  I  was  indebted,  as  was 
Mr.  Phipps,  for  admission  to  the  sources  of 
knowledge,  and  that  I  then  resolved  that  if  ever 
surplus  wealth  came  to  me  (and  nothing  seemed 
more  unlikely,  since  my  revenue  was  one  dollar 
and  twenty  cents  a  week,  as  a  bobbin  boy  in  a 
factory  —  still  I  had  my  dreams  !)it  should  be  de- 
voted to  such  work  as  Colonel  Anderson's.  In 
the  opening  to-night  of  this  library  free  to  the 
people,  that  boyish  dream  is  again  realized. 
But  I  also  come  by  heredity  to  my  preference 
for  free  libraries.  The  newspaper  of  my  native 
town  recently  published  a  history  of  the  free 
library  in  Dunfermline,  and  it  is  there  record- 
ed that  the  first  books  gathered  together  and 
opened  to  the  public  were  the  small  collections  of 
books  of  three  weavers.  Imagine  the  feelings 
with  which  I  read  that  one  of  these  three  was 
my  honored  father.  He  founded  the  first  li- 
brary in  Dunfermline,  his  native  town,  and  his 
son  was  privileged  to  found  the  last.  Another 
privilege  is  his  —  be  has  built  and  founded  a  li- 
brary for  the  people,  here  in  the  community  in 
which  he  has  been  so  greatly  blessed  with  ma- 
terial success.  I  have  never  heard  of  a  lineage 
for  which  I  would  exchange  that  of  the  library- 
founding  weaver.  Many  congratulations  have 
been  offered  upon  having  given  for  this  purpose 
which  I  have  declined  to  receive,  always  saying, 
however,  that  I  was  open  to  receive  the  heartiest 
congratulations  upon  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  hav- 
ing resolved  to  devote  part  of  its  revenues  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  library  for  its  people. 

"  We  now  come  to  another  branch —  the  Art 
Gallery  and  the  Museum  — which  the  city  is  not 
to  maintain.  These  are  to  be  regarded  as  wise 
extravagances,  for  which  public  revenues  should 
not  be  given,  not  as  necessaries.  These  are 
such  gifts  as  a  citizen  may  fitly  bestow  upon  a 
community  and  endow  so  that  it  will  cost  the 
city  nothing. 

"  And  now  might  I  say  to  the  board  of  trus- 
tees that  if  they  ever  wish  for  a  simple  test  by 
which  they  can  surely  know  whether  the  ob- 
jects aimed  at  by  the  founder  are  attained  or 
not,  they  have  only  to  note  whether  the  thou- 
sands who  visit  and  enjoy  the  conservatories 
near  us,  so  wisely  given  by  my  life-long  friend 
and  partner,  Mr.  Phipps,  pass  over  here  from 
these  entrancing  bowers,  and  find  in  a  depart- 
ment of  this  building  something  also  which  at- 
tracts them  and  gives  them  pleasure  and  instruc- 
tion. If  so,  the  commission  may  rest  assured 
our  fondest  hope?  have  been  realized.  If  this 
building  be  so  managed  as  not  to  attract  these 
thousands  of  the  common  people  to  the  museum, 
or  hall,  or  library,  and  especially  to  the  exhibi- 
tions in  the  art  gallery,  which  will  perhaps  need 
most  care,  then  there  is  still  something  left  to 
be  desired. 
"  Mr.  Mayor,  before  closing  let  me  say  one 
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word  to  you  as  representing  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh. The  city  grows  apace.  This  site,  you 
remember,  seemed  to  many  as  not  central.  To- 
day it  is  certainly  not  too  far  east  for  the  centre 
of  the  Greater  Pittsburgh ,  which  already  appears 
upon  the  horizon.  The  plan  made  for  branch 
libraries  may  soon  be  inadequate,  and  require 
further  attention.  Already  we  have  an  im- 
portant library  at  Braddock,  which  ranks  with 
that  at  Allegheny  City.  For  some  years  a  sur- 
plus has  been  desired,  that  I  might  be  able  to 
give  a  similar  library  to  Homestead,  which  is  to 
be  my  next  use  of  wealth.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
go  forward  with  that  work  the  coming  year.  We 
intend  to  follow  that  with  a  similar  library  for 
Duquesne,  and  hope  also  to  be  able  to  provide  a 
library  for  a  community  which  has  been  so  par- 
tial as  to  adopt  our  name,  much  to  the  surprise 
of  Mrs.  Carnegie  and  myself  but  I  will  not 
deny,  also,  much  to  our  satisfaction,  for  we 
should  rather  stand  well  with  our  fellow-citizens 
ia  and  around  Pittsburgh  than  receive  the 
plaudits  of  all  the  world  beside. 

"  By  the  time  the  Greater  Pittsburgh  comes 
we  shall  thus  have  several  libraries,  which  it 
may  perhaps  be  thought  best  to  incorporate  with 
the  general  library  system  of  Pittsburgh.  Such 
other  districts  as  may  need  branch  libraries  we 
ardently  hope  we  may  be  able  to  supply,  for  to 
provide  free  libraries  for  all  the  people  of  Pitts- 
burgh is  a  field  which  we  should  fain  make  our 
own  as  chief  part  of  our  life-work.  I  have 
dropped  into  the  plural,  for  there  is  one  always 
with  me  to  prompt,  encourage,  suggest,  discuss, 
and  fortunately  sometimes,  when  necessary, 
gently  to  criticise  and  advise,  whose  heart  is  as 
keenly  in  this  work  as  my  own,  preferring  it  to 
any  other,  as  the  best  possible  use  of  surplus 
wealth,  and  without  whose  zealous  co-operation 
I  often  feel  little  useful  work  could  be  done. 

"  Mrs.  Carnegie  and  myself,  who  have  given 
this  subject  much  thought,  and  have  had  it  upon 
our  minds  for  years,  survey  to-night  what  has 
been  done;  the  use  to  which  we  have  put  our 
surplus  wealth ;  the  community  to  which  we  have 
devoted  it,  and  say  to  ourselves,  if  we  had  the 
decision  to  make  again,  we  should  resolve  to  do 
precisely  as  we  have  done.  We  feel  that  we 
have  made  the  best  of  our  surplus  wealth  ac- 
cording to  our  judgment  and  conscience.  Be- 
yond that  is  not  for  us.  It  is  for  the  citizens  of 
Pittsburgh  to  decree  whether  the  tree  planted  in 
your  midst  shall  wither,  or  grow  and  bear  such 
fruits  as  shall  best  serve  the  county  where  my 
parents  and  myself  first  found  in  this  land  a 
home,  and  to  which  we  owe  so  much. 

"  There  is  nothing  at  all  we  have  done  here 
that  can  possibly  work  evil;  all  must  work  good, 
and  that  continually.  If  a  man  would  learn  of 
the  treasures  of  art,  he  must  come  here  and 
study;  if  he  would  gain  knowledge,  he  must 
come  to  the  library  and  read;  if  he  would  know 
of  the  great  masterpieces  of  the  world  in  sculpt- 
ure or  architecture,  or  of  nature's  secrets  in  the 
minerals  which  he  refines,  or  of  natural  history, 
he  must  spend  his  time  in  the  museum;  if  he  is 
ever  to  enjoy  the  elevating  solace  and  delights 
of  music,  he  must  frequent  this  hall  and  give 
himself  over  to  its  sway.  There  is  noth- 


ing here  that  can  tend  to  pauperize,  for  there  is 
neither  trace  nor  taint  of  charity;  nothing  which 
will  help  any  man  who  does  not  help  himself. 
Nothing  is  given  for  nothing.  But  there  are 
ladders  provided  upon  which  the  aspiring  may 
climb  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  beautiful,  and  the 
delights  of  harmony,  whence  comes  sensibility 
and  refinement;  to  the  sources  of  knowledge 
from  which  springs  wisdom,  and  to  wider  and 
grander  views  of  human  life,  from  whence 
comes  the  elevation  of  man. 

"  We  now  hand  over  the  gift;  take  it  from 
one  who  loves  Pittsburgh  deeply,  and  would 
serve  her  well." 

As  he  concluded  his  speech  Mr.  Carnegie 
turned  to  Chairman  Frew,  of  the  library  com- 
mission, and  presented  to  him  a  golden  key  in  a 
plush  case. 

Mr.  Frew  followed  with  a  short  account  of  the 
completion  of  the  library  and  its  possibilities 
and  introduced  Hugh  Morrison,  librarian  of  the 
public  library  given  by  Mr.  Carnegie  to  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland,  who  in  a  brief  speech  congrat- 
ulated the  city  and  the  citizens  upon  their  acquisi- 
tion. Governor  Hastings,  of  Pennyslvania,  and 
Hon.  John  Dalzell  also  made  addresses,  and 
after  the  speech-making  a  reception  was  tendered 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carnegie  in  the  art  gallery  of 
the  new  building.  Among  those  present  on  the 
stage  were  Bishop  Phelan,  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church;  Bishop  Whitehead,  of  the  Episcopal 
Church;  three  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  judges  of  the  County  and  District 
Courts;  the  Mayor  of  Allegheny,  and  the  Mayor 
of  Pittsburgh.  Invitations  to  the  ceremonies 
were  sent  by  the  library  committee  to  the  Pres- 
ident, the  chief  state  and  municipal  officers  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  a  large  number  of  employees 
and  artisans  in  all  branches  of  business,  whose 
names  were  furnished  by  prominent  business 
and  manufacturing  concerns  of  the  city,  to 
the  prominent  librarians  of  the  country,  and  to 
the  various  prominent  artists,  musical  and  scien- 
tific people  of  the  United  States. 

The  beautiful  building,  which  was  thus  opened 
to  the  public,  had  its  inception  on  Nov.  25,  1881, 
when  Mr.  Carnegie  wrote  to  the  mayor  of  Pitts- 
burgh offering  to  expend  $250,000  upon  a  free  li- 
brary provided  the  city  would  appropriate  not 
less  than  $15,000  a  year  for  its  support.  This 
offer  was  not  accepted  at  the  time,  owing  to  the 
state  of  the  municipal  finances;  but  in  February, 
1890,  Mr.  Carnegie  renewed  his  offer,  proposing 
to  give  $1,000,000  for  the  establishment  of  cen- 
tral and  branch  libraries,  if  the  city  would  ap- 
propriate $40,000  anually  for  their  maintenance. 
An  ordinance  accepting  the  gift  was  passed  on 
February  25,  and  a  library  commission  was 
promptly  appointed.  The  commission  set  apart 
$300,000  for  branch  libraries,  and  appropriated 
$12,000  for  prizes  for  competitive  designs  to  be 
submitted  by  architects.  Out  of  the  many  plans 
received,  the  one  by  Longfellow,  Alden  & 
Harlow,  of  Pittsburgh  and  Boston,  was  chosen, 
and  the  contract  for  its  erection  was  awarded  on 
May  8,  1893.  It  was  found  that  $100,000  ad- 
ditional was  required  to  carry  out  the  design, 
and  this  sum  was  promptly  added  by  Mr.  Car- 
negie to  the  $1,000,000  previously  given. 


MR.    ANDREW    CARNEGIE, 
Founder  of  the  Carnegie  Library. 


MR.    E.    H.    ANDERSON, 
Librarian  of  the  Carnegie  Library. 
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The  building  comprises  -a  library,  music 
hall,  art  gallery,  and  museum.  It  stands  on 
terraced  ground  at  the  East  End  entrance-  to 
Schenley  Park,  overlooking  a  picturesque  ra- 
vine, and  is  a  granite  structure  something  in 
the  Renaissance  style.  On  the  front  is  a  stately 
porte-cochere,  triple  arched  and  finished  in  stone 
balconies  and  surmounted  by  chandeliers  of 
electric  lights.  The  forward  part  of  the  build- 
ing is  semicircular  in  form,  with  a  dome-like 
roof.  From  either  side  of  this  frontage  rises  a 
stone  tower  175  feet  in  height. 

The  walls  are  of  Cleveland  gray  sand-stone 
and  the  roof  is  covered  with  red  tile.  The 
building  is  encircled  by  a  frieze  in  which  are  in- 
scribed the  names  of  famous  men  ;  upon  the 
music  hall,  composers  and  musicians  ;  upon  the 
art  galleries,  artists,  and  upon  the  library  and  sci- 
ence wing,  authors  and  great  scientists.  Over 
the  library  entrance  is  the  legend  "Free  to  all 
the  people."  At  the  rear  are  L  wings.  About 
midway  on  the  east  side  rises  the  book-stack,  in 
a  tower-like  structure  of  six  low  stories.  The 
whole  building  gives  the  effect  of  strength  and 
repose,  from  the  sweeping  lines  of  the  centre 
and  the  beautiful  curves  of  the  front  to  the  pyra- 
mid summits  of  the  twin  campaniles  with  their 
delicate  arches. 

The  interior  of  the  building,  roughly  ppeak- 
Ing,  is  divided  into  four  sections.  Toward  the 
front  the  entire  width  is  taken  up  by  the  music 
hall,  behind  are  the  art  galleries,  back  of  these 
the  library-rooms,  with  an  extra  entrance  toward 
the  park,  and  in  the  rear,  toward  the  conserva- 
tories, are  the  rooms  devoted  to  the  various 
scientific  societies.  Entering  the  visitor  finds 
himself  before  the  huge  mahogany  doors,  every 
panel  of  which  is  hand-carved.  As  they  swing 
open,  the  colonnaded  hall  and  vestibule  are 
seen.  Groined  or  vaulted  ceilings  give  an  im- 
posing air  to  this  threshold,  and  the  delicate 
coloring  in  the  panels  of  the  ceiling  give  a  very 
artistic  finish  to  the  big  hall  and  vestibule. 
This  entrance  gives  admittance  to  the  beautiful 
music  hall,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  zico  and 
a  stage  capacity  of  200. 

The  art-rooms  on  the  lower  floor  lead  to  the 
periodical-rooms  of  the  library  department. 
These  are  really  a  single  long  apartment,  cut  into 
two  by  colonnades.  At  each  end  there  is  a  huge 
projecting  antique  mantel  and  fireplace  finished 
in  plaster  and  marble.  Throughout  on  the  lower 
floors  the  door-jambs,  window-checks,  etc.,  are 
made  of  Keene's cement,  and  the  woodwork  is  all 
of  polished  oak.  To  the  left  of  the  periodical- 
room  is  the  stack-room  with  a  book  capacity  of 
250,000  v. ,  and  supplied  with  speaking-tubes  and 
book-lifts.  Cataloging-rooms,  retiring-rooms, 
and  store-rooms  take  up  the  other  space. 

The  library  entrance  is  on  the  park  side.  As 
one  enters  between  fine  mahogany  doors,  a  broad 
marble  staircase  of  pink  Knoxville  marble,  from 
Tennessee,  leads  up  to  the  reference-room  on  the 
second  floor.  In  the  grained  and  colonnaded 
vestibule,  on  the  stairway  and  in  the  reference- 
room,  the  same  delicate  ceiling  and  wall  deco- 
ration is  found.  The  reference-room  has  a  ceil- 
ing of  obscured  glass.  Above  each  of  the  200 
panes  is  an  Incandescent  light,  which  throws  an 


even  and  diffused  effulgence  on  the  readers  be- 
low. On  the  second  floor  all  the  windows  and 
doors  are  of  polished  mahogany. 

Outside  the  reference-room,  and  running 
toward  the  music-hall  end,  is  a  corridor,  which 
for  color  work,  finish,  and  beauty  of  perspective 
is  the  gem  of  this  fine  building.  It  is  grained 
and  vaulted,  and  the  coloring  in  the  panels  is 
beautifully  delicate  in  buff,  cream,  green,  blue, 
and  gold  harmonized.  On  one  side  extends  the 
reference-room,  and  on  the  other  are  smaller 
rooms  for  special  collections  or  study,  one  of 
them  being  occupied  by  the  music  library  of 
nearly  2000  v. ,  comprising  the  collection  of  the 
late  Karl  Merz,  which  was  bought  and  presented 
to  the  library  by  a  number  of  citizens. 

The  circulating  department  —  naturally  the 
centre  of  the  library's  activity  —  is  on  the  first 
floor,  opening  back  of  the  delivery-desk  into  the 
stack  wing,  the  lower  stories  of  which  are  re- 
served for  circulating  books,  the  upper  stories  for 
reference  books.  At  either  end  of  the  lobby  of 
the  circulating  department  are  the  periodical 
rooms,  one  for  scientific  and  technical  periodicals, 
the  other  for  those  of  a  popular  and  literary 
character.  The  reference  reading  on  the  second 
floor  is  separated  from  the  stack-room  by  the 
desk  of  the  reference  librarian,  which  it  is  planned 
to  make  a  bureau  of  information.  In  the  lim- 
ited time  for  preparation  the  opening  of  a  chil- 
dren's room  was  deferred,  but  this  it  is  hoped  to 
develop  into  one  of  the  most  important  depart- 
ments of  the  library;  and  it  will  be  established 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  library  opens  with  about  16,000  volumes, 
and  the  work  of  bookbuying  is  being  vigorously 
prosecuted.  The  librarian,  Mr.  E.  H.  Ander- 
son, formerly  of  the  Braddock  (Pa.)  Free  Li- 
brary, has  gathered  about  hiti  a  competent 
staff,  and  has  pushed  forward  tne  great  work  of 
getting  the  library  in  thorough  working  order 
with  astonishing  rapidity.  He  has  accomplished 
the  remarkable  feat  of  having  a  printed  catalog 
rea,dy  for  use  on  the  day  the  library  was  opened 
to  the  public.  This  was  done  by  the  use  of  the 
linotype  process,  which  allowed  the  work  of 
printing  to  keep  step  with  that  of  cataloging. 
The  plan  adopted  was  to  use  successive  alpha- 
bets, setting  the  first  before  the  second  was  com- 
pleted, combining  them  together  and  then  in- 
serting a  third.  A  specimen  of  the  "filing 
proofs"  —  which  to  the  uninitiated  resembles 
nothing  so  much  as  a  railroad  map  of  the  United 
States  —  was  sent  to  the  New  York  State  Li- 
brary School,  as  a  curiosity  in  cataloging.  The 
catalog  includes  about  9000  of  the  books  now 
in  the  library,  and  it  is  intended  to  bring  it  con- 
stantly up  to  date  by  frequent  new  editions, 
which  the  linotype  process  renders  possible. 
The  complete  card-catalog  of  the  library  is  kept 
in  the  cataloging-room  for  use  by  the  staff,  while 
a  set  of  the  Rudolph  Indexer  books  has  been 
provided  for  public  use. 

The  library  was  open  for  public  inspection  on 
Sunday,  November  n,  and  the  regular  work 
of  issuing  and  receiving  books  was  begun  on 
Monday,  November  12.  On  Sundays  the  read- 
ing-room is  open  from  two  to  six  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon. 
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ART  DECORATIONS  IN  PUBLIC  LIBRA- 
RIES. 

H.  Carrinfton  Bolton,  in  a  communication  to 
The  Nation. 

THE  daily  papers  announce  that  the  Chi- 
cago Public  Library  is  to  be  magnificently  dec- 
orated with  mosaics;  that  the  "  reading-room  is 
to  be  an  exact  transcription  of  the  ducal  pal- 
ace of  the  400  in  Venice,"  and  elsewhere  in  the 
building  will  be  seen  "  pilasters  in  Austrian 
gold  and  green,  shading  into  iridescent  blues 
finished  in  bronze,"  as  well  as  "a  wainscoting 
30  or  40  feet  high,  of  statuary  vein  marble,  each 
section  of  which  is  ornamented  by  a  band  of 
mosaics  composed  of  Tiffany-Favril  glass,  semi- 
precious stones,  mother-of-pearl,  and  pure 
gold." 

These  extravagant  plans  for  embellishing  the 
interior  of  a  building  designed  for  the  storing 
of  books  and  the  accommodation  of  readers, 
lead  me  to  raise  the  question  as  to  the  propriety 
of  making  a  library  so  attractive  to  the  general 
public  that  it  becomes  a  show-place  instead  of  a 
quiet  and  comfortable  resort  for  students;  in 
short,  to  what  extent  should  the  fine  arts  find 
place  in  our  public  libraries?  From  several 
weeks'  experience  as  a  reader  in  the  splendidly 
appointed  Boston  Public  Library,  I  have  found 
that  the  introduction  of  the  much-lauded  deco- 
rations by  eminent  artists  is  a  great  drawback 
to  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  privileges 
for  which  the  building  is  primarily  erected.  The 
throngs  of  people  who  crowd  the  grand  stair- 
case to  visit  the  splendid  building  are  not  con- 
tent with  gazing  at  the  wall  decorations  by  Ab- 
bey, Sargent,  and  others,  but  must  needs  tramp 
through  Bates  Hall  as  well,  clicking  their  heels 
on  the  stone  floor  throughout  its  entire  length. 

One  morning,  as  I  sat  at  a  table  in  the  read- 
ing-room, I  noted,  within  the  space  of  one 
hour,  a  troop  of  ir  women  tourists,  two  bands 
of  school-girls  personally  conducted  by  their 
mistresses,  besides  scores  of  individual  sightseers 
of  all  ages,  alone  or  in  groups  of  varying  num- 
bers. The  authorities  realize  that  readers  are 
disturbed  by  these  visitors  to  the  art-treasures, 
and  express  a  belief  that,  as  soon  as  the  novelty 
has  passed,  the  disturbance  will  cease. 

Should  the  reading-room  be  closed  to  casual 
visitors  and  open  only  to  boda-fide  readers,  the 
tax-paying;  public  would  feel  defrauded  of  the 
right  to  view  that  which  has  cost  so  great  a  sum. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  hear  of  no  complaints 
because  the  stack-rooms  are  not  thrown  open. 
Should  the  original  plan  be  carried  out,  of 
placing  Whistler's  canvas  on  the  east  wall  of 
Bates  Hall,  and  other  works  of  art  in  the  panels 
which  are  as  yet  bare,  readers  might  as  well 
abandon  attempts  at  serious  study. 

The  splendid  stone-work,  the  noble  provisions 
for  making  the  building  fireproof,  are  worthy  of 
all  praise;  but  I  have  thought  that  if  the  princely 
sums  expended  on  merely  decorative  featureshad 
been  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books,  the 
present  stringency  would  not  have  arisen,  and 
earnest  students  would  not  be  obliged  to  conduct 
their  researches  amid  the  social  surroundings  of 
a  public  art  museum. 


CONGRESS    OF    LIBRARIANS    AT 
ATLANTA. 

THE  following  circular  has  been  sent  out  by 
the  Board  of  Woman  Managers  of  the  Atlanta 
Exposition  : 

"  The  Board  of  Woman  Managers  of  the  Cot- 
ton States  and  International  Exposition,  now 
in  progress  at  Atlanta,  having  determined  to 
hold  various  congresses  during  the  exposition, 
Mrs.  Loulie  M.  Gordon  was  appointed  chair- 
man of  the  congress  committee,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  the  appointment  is  evidenced  in  the 
good  results.  Professional  women  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  have  been  asked  to  speak 
upon  their  specialties,  and  the  number  of  ex- 
perts taking  part  in  the  congresses  is  second 
only  to  the  gathering  at  Chicago  in  1893. 

"The  congress  of  librarians,  of  which  Miss 
Wallace  is  chairman,  will  convene  November 
29  and  30  in  the  assembly  hall  of  the  Woman's 
building. 

"  The  object  of  the  congress  is  to  stimulate  li- 
brary growth  in  the  South,  and  to  discuss  prac- 
tical questions  of  library  economy.  The  papers 
read  at  the  congress  are  to  appear  in  permanent 
form,  comprising  a  valuable  supplement  to  the 
World's  Fair  library  papers,  which  will  be  issued 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Education  in  his  next 
report. 

"  That  the  South  has  been  slower  than  other 
sections  of  the  country  to  take  advantage  of  the 
great  improvements  in  library  facilities  is  owing 
to  the  lack  of  capital,  but  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  a  small  library,  well  administered, 
may  be  of  great  service  to  the  public.  It  is  the 
object  of  this  meeting  to  further  the  development 
of  the  modern  library  idea,  that  the  library  is  an 
active  factor  in  the  educational  world  and  not 
merely  a  storehouse  for  books. 

"  It  is  hoped  that  the  congress  will  be  the  means 
of  forming  state  associations  after  the  plan  of  the 
American  Library  Association.  Great  advan- 
tages may  be  obtained  from  concerted  action, 
and  the  organization  of  librarians  as  of  other 
professions  tends  to  better  results  in  library  work. 

"There  will  be  a  meetingof  the  Georgia  libra- 
rians immediately  after  the  morning  session, 
November  29,  to  organize  a  state  library  asso- 
ciation. 

"  There  will  be  an  exhibit  of  modern  library 
appliances  by  the  Library  Bureau  of  Boston  in 
the  Woman's  building  ;  all  librarians  are  re- 
quested to  call  and  examine  this  exhibit. 

"All  visitors  to  the  librarians'  congress  are  re- 
quested to  register  in  the  library  of  the  Woman's 
building. 

"The  directors  of  the  Young  Men's  Library, 
101  Marietta  street,  extend  a  hearty  invitation 
to  visiting  librarians  to  visit  the  library  while 
in  the  city.  The  American  Baptist  Publication 
Society,  through  its  manager,  Mr.  F.  J.  Paxon, 
invites  visiting  librarians  to  use  the  parlors 
and  reading-room  of  the  society,  93  Whitehall 
street.  Mrs.  Porter  King,  chairman  of  the  Ji- 
brary  committee,  will  entertain  those  attend- 
ing the  librarians'  congress  at  an  afternoon  tea 
at  her  residence,  73  Merritts  avenue,  November 
29,  from  4  to  7  o'clock. " 


November,  '95] 


THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


387 


The  program  of  the  congress  is  as  follows  : 
First  Session,  Friday,  Nov.  29,  ro  o'clock,  a.m.: 

Address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  board 
of  Women  Managers,  Mrs.  Thompson,  Presi- 
dent. 

Address,  Mrs.  Loulic  M.  Gordon,  Chairman 
of  Women's  Congresses. 

Address,  Mrs.  Porter  King,  Chairman  Li- 
brary Committee. 

Music. 

"  The  public  libraries  of  America,"  Miss  Han- 
nah P.  James,  Osterhout  Public  Library,  Wilkes- 
barre. 

"  Library  training  schools,"  Miss  Mary  S. 
Cutler,  Vice-director  State  Library  School, 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

"  The  libraries  of  the  West,"  Mrs.  Carrie  W. 
Whitney,  Kansas  City  ;  to  be  read  by  Mrs. 
Moses  Wadley,  Augusta,  Ga. 

"  The  librarian's  place  in  the  professions," 
Miss  Tessa  L.  Kelso,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Second  Session,  Saturday,  Nov.  30,  10  o'clock, 
a.m.: 

Roll-call  and  introduction  :  The  roll  will  be 
called  and  every  member  present  is  expected 
to  respond  in  person.  Two  minutes  will  be 
allowed  each  for  making  remarks  or  sugges- 
tions, or  asking  questions,  etc.,  etc. 

"  Library  work  in  its  relation  to  the  public 
school,"  Miss  Mary  S.  Sargent,  Public  Library, 
Medford,  Mass. 

"  The  personality  of  the  librarian,"  Mrs.  J. 
D.  Wilson,  Andrews,  N.  C. 

Music. 

"  The  American  Library  Association,"  Miss 
Alice  B.  Kroeger,  Drexel  Institute,  Philadel- 
phia. Pa. 

"Classification,  catalogs,  and  modern  library 
appliances,"  Miss  Nina  E.  Browne,  Library 
Bureau,  Boston.  

THE  COLLEGE   LIBRARY   AND   THE 
COLLEGE  PAPER. 

A  VALUABLE  medium  of  communication  be- 
tween a  college  library  and  its  public  is  the  col- 
lege paper,  and  it  is  a  medium  too  often  dis- 
regarded. At  the  time,  especially,  when  the 
year's  work  is  beginning  and  many  new  students 
are  entering,  a  very  timely  article  may  be  in- 
serted in  the  college  paper,  outlining  the  re- 
sources of  the  library,  explaining  its  practical 
workings,  giving  advice  as  to  the  use  of  books 
and  the  rules  governing  such  use,  and  touching 
on  a  thousand  and  one  different  matters  which 
will  suggest  themselves  to  each  librarian  of  a 
college  or  university  library,  if  he  will  but  place 
himself  in  the  position  of  the  newly-arrived  or 
little-read  student.  A  chance  inquiry  recently 
revealed  the  fact  that  the  drawers  of  the  card- 
catalog  here  were  thought,  by  one  student  at 
least,  and  a  very  bright  one  at  that,  to  be  re- 
positories for  periodicals.  This  misconception 
was  almost  equal  to  that  entertained  by  the 
lady  who,  in  the  writer's  experience,  on  being 


ditected  10  a  ceitain  drawer  in  the  catalog  in 
order  to  find  a  book,  was  surprised  and  disap- 
pointed, upon  opening  the  drawer,  to  find  it 
filled  with  nothing  but  cards. 

Think,  for  a  moment,  how  many  really  in- 
telligent readers  would  be  glad  to  be  instructed, 
in  a  few  words,  about  the  plan  of  your  catalog, 
but  never  take  the  initiative  either  in  asking  for 
information  or  in  studying  out  the  simple  prob- 
lem unaided  ;  how  many  persons  have  never 
heard  of  Poole's  "  Index,"  and  are  ignorant  of 
its  use;  how  many,  with  a  taste  for  the  curious, 
have  never  seen  Brewer's  "Reader's  hand- 
book" or  Walsh's  "Literary  curiosities"; 
how  many  young  students  of  English  literature 
have  never  opened  Allibone's  "  Dictionary  of 
authors";  how  many  hunters  after  scientific 
knowledge  are  unacquainted  with  Galloupe's 
"  Index." 

The  editors  of  a  college  paper,  especially  if 
it  be  a  weekly,  are  only  too  glad  to  receive 
"copy"  from  the  librarian,  and  the  librarian 
should  be  but  too  willing  to  avail  himself  of  this 
means  of  publishing,  free  of  charge,  a  weekly 
or  semi-monthly  or  monthly  bulletin  of  acces- 
sions, announcements,  changes,  special  bibliog- 
raphies, and  all  matter  facilitating  the  use  of 
the  library,  enlarging  the  scope  of  its  influence, 
raising  the  standard  of  reading,  and  bringing 
students  and  library  into  such  relations  that 
their  mutual  helpfulness  shall  be  increased. 
P.  F.  BICKNBLL, 

Lib'n  University  of  Illinois. 


American  Cibrarj)  Association. 


TRANSACTIONS  OF  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

MEETING  of  the  executive  board  of  the  A.L.A., 
held  at  the  public  library,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Thursday,  October  10,  1895.  Present  :  Presi- 
dent Dana,  Ex-president  Utley,  Vice-presidents 
Carr  and  West,  and  Secretary  Elmendorf,  of 
the  executive  board. 

Recorder,  one  vice-president,  and  treasurer, 
absent.  Librarians  Brett  and  Orr,  of  Cleveland, 
also  present  in  consultation,  and  G:  B.  Meleney, 
of  the  Library  Bureau's  Chicago  Agency. 

Standing  committees  not  fully  completed  at 
last  meeting  of  the  board  were  then  named,  as 
follows  : 

Co-operation.  —  W:  H.  Tillinghast,  Katharine 
L.  Sharp,  M.  Imogene  Hazeltine,  G:  T.  Little, 
William  Beer. 

Public  documents,  United  States  and  State.  — 
R:  R.  Bowker,  D.  V.  R.  Johnston,  Frank  P. 
Hill. 

Library  school  and  training  classes.  —  J.  N. 
Lamed,  Caroline  H.  Garland,  Eliza  G.  Brown- 
ing, Adelaide  R.  Hasse. 

'Endowment.  —  Pliny  T.  Sexton,  George  lies, 
C:  W.  McClintock. 

Mildred  C.  Wood,  of  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library,  was  appointed  as  an  additional  assistant 
secretary. 

For  the  conference  of  1896,  at  Cleveland, 
Chairman  Brett  and  Secretary  Elmendorf,  the 
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local  committee  heretofore  named,  were  in- 
structed to  add  to  their  number  as  may  be  found 
desirable  and  necessary.  Selection  of  head- 
quarters hotel  was  referred  to  that  committee, 
with  preference  for  the  Hollenden,  if  satisfactory 
terms  can  be  arranged. 

Date  of  conference  decided  upon  to  be 
from  Tuesday  to  Friday,  September  1-4,  inclu- 
sive. Post-conference  trip  to  Detroit  and 
Mackinac  Island  from  Saturday,  September  5, 
onward;  with  closing  session  at  the  latter  place. 
Return  from  there  to  be  at  individual  option, 
with  probabilities  of  side-trips  by  boat  to  desira- 
ble points.  All  to  be  arranged  for  by  local  com- 
mittee, subject  to  modification  if  contingencies 
arise  to  require  it. 

General  features  of  the  program  and  exercises 
for  the  conference  were  discussed  and  decided 
upon. 

Secretary  authorized  to  prepare  a  circular  of 
information  for  1896,  and  send  same  out,  up  to 
2000  copies,  sending  also  to  libraries  not  mem- 
bers of  the  association  copies  of  the  handbook 
of  1894.  Also  to  send  out  provisional  or  first 
announcement  circulars  concerning  program, 
etc.,  on  or  about  April  15;  and  final  announce- 
ments not  later  than  August  i,  1896.  With  the 
latter  to  include  copies  of  such  papers  as  the 
program  committee  shall  have  accepted  and 
printed,  as  heretofore  directed  by  the  associa- 
tion and  executive  board. 

Resignation  of  Treasurer  Cole  on  account  of 
serious  illness  was  tendered,  but  not  accepted  at 
this  time.  Edwin  H.  Anderson,  of  the  Carnegie 
Free  Library,  Pittsburgh,  was  designated  as  act- 
ing treasurer  pending  Mr.  Cole's  recovery  and 
resumption  of  the  duties  of  that  office. 

A  letter  from  C:  C.  Soule  proposed  a  referen- 
dum circular  regarding  a  post-conference  trip  to 
Great  Britain  in  1897,  which  was  favorably  en- 
tertained by  the  board.  The  secretary  was 
authorized  to  prepare  the  same,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Soule,  and  to  mail  it  to  members  of 
the  association  at  an  early  date,  enclosing  re- 
turn postal  for  reply. 

The  secretary  was  also  instructed  to  have 
compiled  and  published  at  once  for  free  distri- 
bution 1000  copies  of  a  library  tract  (somewhat 
after  the  nature  of  Dr.  Poole's  article  in  the 
U.  S.  special  report  of  1876),  not  exceeding 
12  pages  of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  in  extent; 
provided  the  expense  be  sanctioned  by  the 
finance  committee. 

The  president  and  secretary  were  directed  to 
confer  with  Ex-president  Dewey  and  the  Bureau 
of  Education  relative  to  prompt  publication  of 
that  much-desired  A.  L.  A.  Manual,  the  papers 
of  the  1893  Chicago  Conference.  If  immediate 
publication  by  the  Bureau  is  found  to  be  out  of 
the  question,  then  to  endeavor  to  arrange  for 
its  issue  by  the  Publishing  Section. 

Voted,  That  the  finance  committee  be  re- 
quested to  authorize  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeding $100  for  clerical  help  to  the  president 
and  secretary  in  preliminary  work  for  the  com- 
ing conference. 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF,  Secretary. 


EIGHTEENTH  CONFERENCE,  CLEVELAND,  O., 

SEPT.  i  -|4,  1896. 

THE  Eighteenth  Annual  Conference  of  the 
American  Library  Association  will  be  held  at 
Cleveland,  O.,  September  1-4,  1896,  with  post- 
conference  trip  to  Detroit  and  Mackinac  by  boat. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  board  of  the 
association  held  in  Cleveland,  October  10, 1895, 
the  following  points  in  regard  to  the  next  con- 
ference were  decided  on,  subject,  of  course,  to 
such  changes  as  may  seem  advisable. 

Conference  to  open  Tuesday,  September  i; 
the  afternoon  to  be  devoted  to  an  inspection  of 
Cleveland  libraries  ;  the  evening  to  an  informal 
session,  with  no  address  except  those  of  welcome 
from  Cleveland  people.  This  session  is  intended 
to  give  opportunity  for  the  introduction  of 
members  to  one  another  and  for  the  renewing  of 
old  acquaintance. 

First  formal  session  Wednesday  morning  ; 
President's  address;  probably  an  address  by  Mr. 
Justin  Winsor  on  the  work  of  the  public  library 
and  the  A.  L.  A.  in  the  past  ;  appropriate  dis- 
cussion by  leading  librarians  of  the  matters  that 
call  for  earnest  and  persistent  effort  in  the  im- 
mediate future.  This  session  will  be  made,  if 
possible,  the  most  interesting  of  the  whole  con- 
ference. Wednesday  afternoon:  reports.  These 
reports,  like  all  the  papers  presented  at  this  con- 
ference, save  the  few  not  appropriate  for  such 
treatment,  will  be  printed  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  members  at  least  three  weeks  before 
the  conference  opens.  The  committee  or  indi- 
viduals making  these  reports  will,  at  this  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  session,  be  expected  to  be 
ready  to  make  oral  additions  and  recommenda- 
tions and  to  reply  to  questions  and  criticisms. 
It  is  hoped  that  in  this  way  a  number  of  very 
important  subjects  which  might  otherwise  be 
passed  by  without  discussion  will  receive  con- 
sideration. Wednesday  evening  will  be  given 
up  to  the  Cleveland  people.  For  this  occasion 
the  local  committee  has  already  certain  interest- 
ing things  in  mind. 

Thursday  morning  is  to  be  a  session  for 
learners.  Just  what  form  this  will  take  is  ^not 
yet  determined.  An  opportunity  will  certainly 
be  given  the  beginners — those  who  might  be 
called  novitiates  —  to  put  questions  to,  and  get 
pointed  replies  from,  the  older,  more  experi- 
enced members  of  the  profession.  Thursday 
afternoon  will  be  given  up  to  Cleveland's  library 
interests.  The  Cleveland  Centennial  Exposition 
will  be  in  progress  and  Thursday  will  probably 
be  its  "  Library  day."  An  invitation  to  attend 
the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  building 
for  the  Cleveland  Public  Library  is  a  possibility. 
Thursday  evening  will  be  devoted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  principles  to  be  observed  in  the 
selection  of  books.  The  Supplement  to  the 
"A.  L.  A.  catalog"  will  be  printed  and  dis- 
tributed to  members  by  next  July  at  latest, 
and  will  form  the  basis  of  discussion.  Every 
effort  will  be  made  to  get  from  those  compe- 
tent to  speak  opinions  worth  hearing  on  the 
sins  of  omission  and  commission  in  this  Supple- 
ment. 
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Friday  morning  :  election  of  officers  and  mis- 
cellaneous  business.  Friday  afternoon  from  2 
to  4,  a  joint  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  Trus- 
tees Section.  Attempt  will  be  made  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  a  large  number  of  trustees. 
The  feeling  is  very  widespread  among  librarians 
that  not  enough  attention  has  been  paid  to  this 
part  of  the  library  world.  From  4  to  6,  meet- 
ings of  other  sections.  Friday  evening:  annual 
dinner.  Late  in  the  evening  the  party  will  take 
boat  for  Detroit.  Saturday  in  Detroit,  and 
Saturday  evening  take  the  steamer  for  the 
Island  of  Mackinac. 

The  Hollenden  Hotel  has  been  provisionally 
decided  on  for  headquarters  in  Cleveland,  and 
convenient  rooms  secured  for  meeetings. 

By  authority  of  the  executive  board, 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF,  Secretary. 

A.L.A.  ORGANIZA  TIONt  1895-1896. 

THE  following  revised  list  of  officers  is  sent 
out  by  Secretary  Elmendorf  : 

President :  J:  C.  Dana,  Public  Library,  Den- 
ver, Col. 

Vice-Presidents :  Henry  J.  Carr,  Public  Li- 
brary, Scranton,  Pa.;  Miss  Theresa  West,  Pub- 
lic Library,  Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  C:  R.  Dudley, 
City  Library,  Denver,  Col. 

Secretary  :  H:  L.  Elmendorf,  Public  Library, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Treasurer:  George  W.  Cole,  Public  Library, 
Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Acting  Treasurer:  E.  H.  Anderson,  Carne- 
gie Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Recorder  :  C:  Alex;  Nelson,  Columbia  College 
Library,  New  York  City. 

Assistant  Secretaries  :  G:  B.  Meleney,  Library 
Bureau,  Chicago,  111.;  Charles  Orr,  Case  Libra- 
ry, Cleveland,  O.;  F:  W.  Faxon,  Boston  Book 
Co.,  Boston,  Mass.;  S.  H.  Berry,  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  T:  L.  Montgomery, 
Wagner  Free  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Miss 
Mildred  Wood,  Public  Library,  Cleveland,  O. 

Assistant  Recorder :  Miss  Nina  E.  Browne, 
Library  Bureau,  Boston,  Mass. 

Executive  Board :  The  president,  ex-president 
(H:  M.  Utley,  Public  Library,  Detroit,  Mich.), 
vice-presidents,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  re- 
corder. 

EUROPEAN  POST-CONFERENCE  TRIP,  1097. 

THE  following  circular  has  been  issued  by 
Secretary  Elmendorf  on  behalf  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  A.  L.  A.: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  board  of  the 
A.  L.  A.,  held  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  10, 
1895,  a  communication  was  presented  from  Mr. 
C.  C.  Soule,  objecting  to  that  action  of  the 
Denver  Conference  which  recommended  post- 
ponement of  a  European  trip  to  1900,  for  the 
following  reasons: 

(1)  Because  consideration  of  the  trip  has  al- 
ready been  twice  postponed   to  accommodate 
other  plans,  and  another  five  years'  delay  would 
be  nearly  the  same  for  the  older  librarians  as  in- 
definite postponement. 

(2)  Because  an  exposition  year  is  not  a  good 
one  for  such  a  trip,  as  hotels,  steamers,  and 
cars  will  be  overcrowded,  and  so  large  a  party 


cannot  be  comfortably  carried  and  housed  to- 
gether under  such  conditions. 

Mr.  Soule  argued  that  this  very  important 
subject  should  not  be  left  to  the  chance  decision 
of  a  conference,  but  ought  properly  to  be  voted 
on  by  all  members  of  the  association. 

Upon  Mr.'Soule's  proposition  the  board  took 
action,  instructing  the  secretary  to  take  the  vote 
of  the  whole  association  by  letter. 

In  order  to  give  more  definiteness  to  the  plan, 
inquiries  have  been  made  of  tourist  agencies  as 
to  the  expense  of  a  two  months'  trip,  sketched 
out  informally  as  follows: 

New  York  or  Boston  to  Queenstown,  Cork, 
Blarney  Castle,  Killarney,  Dublin,  Belfast, 
Glasgow,  through  the  Trossachs  to  Edinburgh 
and  Carlisle,  Windmere,  Manchester,  Birming- 
ham, Kenilworth,  also  the  round  trip  to  Oxford, 
and  open  conveyances  for  driving  from  Kenil- 
worth to  Warwick,  Stratford,  and  Leamington, 
London,  Cambridge,  direct  to  Liverpool,  and 
from  Liverpool  to  the  United  States.  Second- 
class  in  Ireland,  third-class  in  Great  Britain, 
three  substantial  meals  a  day,  first-class  hotels, 
transfers  between  hotel  and  train  or  boat,  and 
conveyance  of  reasonable  amount  of  luggage, 
about  75  pounds  to  each  passenger.  This  trip 
would  cost  not  to  exceed  $290  for  each  per- 
son. If  200  go,  a  special  steamer  can  be  ob- 
tained. So  many  librarians  are  interested  in 
this  excursion,  and  so  many  trustees  and  other 
friends  are  likely  to  want  to  see  Great  Britain 
under  their  auspices,  that  it  is  more  likely  that 
the  number  of  the  party  will  have  to  be  lim- 
ited than  recruits  drummed  up. 

The  trip  outlined  above  is  intended  to  cover 
most  of  the  interesting  and  important  libraries 
of  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  England,  and  to  take  in 
as  much  natural  beauty  as  possible  without 
wasting  time.  It  will  leave  time  to  visit  other 
towns,  to  be  selected  later  and  on  the  advice  of 
our  English  friends.  A  meeting  with  the  L.  A. 
U.  K.  in  London  is  planned. 

The  object  of  an  association  trip  ought  to  be 
to  "inspect  those  libraries  from  which  we  can 
learn  most,  and  as  it  seems  necessary  to  limit 
both  time  and  expense  to  a  minimum,  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  a  Continental  trip,  but 
time  enough  could  be  given  to  London  to  allow 
any  members  who  so  desire  a  short  trip  on  the 
Continent.  Arrangements  could  probably  be 
made  for  an  extension  of  time  on  tickets  of  those 
desiring  to  remain  after  the  return  of  the  main 
party.  It  will,  of  course,  be  understood  that 
this  route  is  entirely  provisional,  only  outlined 
now  as  a  basis  for  calculation. 

Every  member  of  the  association  is  asked  to 
vote  on  the  following  resolution: 

Kesolved,  That  the  A.  L.  A.  conference  for 
1897  be  held  at  some  place  near  the  Atlantic 
sea-coast,  and  that  a  post-conference  trip  be 
made  to  Europe. 

If  such  a  trip  is  voted,  would  you  try  to  go  ? 

If  so,  would  you  probably  take  with  you  any 
other  persons  not  now  members  of  the  associa- 
tion ? 

Would  any  of  your  trustees  or  library  force 
not  now  members  of  the  association  be  likely  to 
go?  If  so,  how  many 
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What  two  months  would  best  suit  you  ?  Name 
preferred  starting  and  returning  dates. 

Vote  for  or  against  resolution  on  postal  card 
sent  with  circular.  A  careful  record  of  the  vote 
will  be  kept  and  the  result  reported.  In  case 
of  a  favorable  vote,  members  entering  their 
names  now  will,  of  course,  have  a  preference 
if  it  becomes  necessary  to  limit  the  party. 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF,  Secretary. 

State   Cibrarn  Dissociations. 

NEW  JERSEY  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Li- 
brary Association  was  held  at  the  Jersey  City 
Free  Public  Library  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  30. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year:  President,  Miss  Cornelia  A.  See; 
Vice-Presidents,  Miss  Nelson, Miss  Van  Hoeven- 
berg,  and  Mr.  Herzog;  Secretary,  Miss  Beatrice 
Winser;  Treasurer,  Miss  Emma  L.  Adams. 

The  committees  on  legislation  and  library 
commission  reported  progress  and  the  associa- 
tion adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

"  WHEREAS,  In  those  states  in  which  library  commis- 
sions have  been  organized,  the  interests  of  library  work 
have  been  greatly  furthered,  therefore  be  it 

" Resolved ,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  New  Jersey 
Library  Association  that  a  law  should  be  drafted  appoint- 
ing a  library  commission  on  lines  similar  to  the  com- 
missions established  in  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts.  And  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  office 
of  state  librarian,  the  present  incumbent  be  asked  to  co- 
operate with  the  New  Jersey  Library  Association  in  se- 
curing the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  commission." 

A  special  committee  consisting  of  Miss  Adams, 
Miss  Van  Hoevenberg,  and  Miss  Winser  was 
appointed  to  collect  and  print  all  the  laws  of 
New  Jersey  relating  to  libraries. 

Miss  Adams  then  read  an  interesting  paper  on 
the  "  Work  accomplished  by  the  various  state 
library  associations."  (See  p.  377). 

A  recommendation  made  to  the  executive 
committee  to  hold  an  all-day  meeting  in  Janu- 
ary was  received  with  great  enthusiasm,  and 
the  outlook  for  a  new  lease  of  life  for  the  New 
Jersey  Library  Association  is  very  bright. 

BEATRICE  WINSER,  Secretary. 

OHIO  LIBRARY  ASSOCIA  TION. 

THE  opening  session  of  the  first  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Ohio  Library  Association  was  called 
to  order  by  President  Brett  in  the  banquet-hall 
of  the  Hollenden,  Cleveland,  Tuesday  evening, 
Oct.  i. 

Addresses  of  welcome  were  made  by  the 
mayor,  Mr.  McKisson,  and  Judge  Hutchins,  of 
the  Cleveland  Public  Library  Board.  The  re- 
sponse on  behalf  of  the  visitors  was  made  by 
Mr.  A.  S.  Root,  of  the  Oberlin  College  Library, 
in  a  happy  little  speech,  after  which  the  presi- 
dent delivered  his  annual  address,  giving  a  brief 
history  of  libraries  and  library  legislation  in  the 
various  states  and  outlining  methods  by  which 
the  libraries  of  Ohio  shall  rank  higher  among 
its  educational  institutions,  and  by  which  they 
shall  "  be  commensurate  with  the  importance  of 
our  noble  state." 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  association  met 


at  the  Public  Library,  when  the  following  pa- 
pers were  read:  "Library  co-operation,"  by 
Mr.  R.  P.  Hayes,  of  Columbus;  "Libraiy 
work  in  a  small  city,"  by  Miss  Martha  Mer- 
cer, of  Mansfield;  and  "  The  country  library," 
by  Miss  Charlotte  D.  Leavitt,  of  Elyria.  The 
program  being  finished,  a  recess  was  taken 
and  a  visit  made  to  the  Case  Library,  where  the 
remainder  of  the  forenoon  was  spent. 

The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  visiting  Adel- 
bert  College  and  its  library,  and  the  Case  School 
of  Applied  Science,  the  president  of  each  institu- 
tion acting  as  host.  One  of  the  branch  libraries 
was  visited,  where  the  ladies  in  charge  welcomed 
the  visitors  and  served  refreshments. 

The  evening  meeting  was  most  interesting,  the 
subject  being  "The  library  as  an  educational 
factor,"  and  upon  this  theme  addresses  were 
made  by  some  of  the  most  prominent  educators 
of  the  city.  Miss  Mary  E.  Comstock,  principal 
of  the  Walton  school,  and  Miss  May  H.  Prentice, 
of  the  Normal  school,  spoke  from  the  teachers' 
point  of  view,  while  Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman,  of 
the  Dayton  Public  Library,  treated  the  subject 
from  the  librarian's  standpoint. 

Superintendent  of  Schools  Jones  related  an  in- 
cident of  a  visit  made  in  the  company  of  his 
guest,  Dr.  Alcott,  to  the  public  schools  of  a 
Western  city,  where  he  introduced  Dr.  Alcott, 
who  gave  a  five-minute  talk,  in  each  department, 
upon  some  incident  in  the  life  of  his  gifted 
daughter,  which  seemed  to  arouse  a  great  deal 
of  interest.  That  evening  Mr.  Jones  called  at 
the  library  for  something  of  Miss  Alcott's,  but 
everything  was  "  out."  At  the  book-stores  the 
demand  for  her  books  was  so  great  a  fresh  sup- 
ply was  ordered  time  after  time,  and  for  months 
afterward  the  book  trade  of  the  city  was  in- 
creased as  a  result  of  that  visit. 

Mr.  Evan  H.  Hopkins  spoke  upon  the  perni- 
cious effect  of  bad  books,  and  it  was  his  opinion 
that  a  library  should  not  supply  trashy  litera- 
ture, no  matter  how  great  the  demand.  Dr. 
Johnston,  principal  of  the  West  High  school, 
was  the  last  speaker  of  the  evening,  giving  some 
valuable  points  to  both  teachers  and  librarians. 
It  was  a  notable  fact  that  each  of  the  speakers 
paid  tribute  to  the  good  work  being  done  by  the 
libraries  of  Cleveland  through  the  excellent 
management  of  Mr.  Brett  and  Mr.  Orr. 

At  the  business  meeting  Thursday  morning 
the  reports  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  were 
submitted  and  new  members  received  into  the 
association,  among  them  being  the  prospective 
governor  of  the  state,  Gen.  Asa  S.  Bushnell, 
who  sent  a  pleasant  letter,  which  was  read  by 
Mr.  Woodward,  of  Springfield,  in  presenting 
his  name  for  membership. 

The  board  of  officers  was  re-elected,  viz. :  W. 
H.  Brett,  President ;  Mrs.  Frances  D.  Jermain, 
R.  C.  Woodward,  and  Miss  Nana  A.  Newton, 
Vice-presidents;  Miss  Alice  Boardman,  Secre- 
tary; Charles  Orr,  Treasurer;  and  Rutherford 
P.  Hayes. 

Standing  committees  that  will  report  at  the 
next  meeting  were  appointed  by  the  executive 
board,  as  follows  :  Legislation,  consisting  of 
five  members,  Mr.  Conover,  of  Dayton,  chair- 
man; Library  extension,  composed  of  the  col- 
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lege  section  of  the  association  with  Mr.  Root, 
of  Oberlin,  as  chairman;  State  documents,  Mr. 
Orr,  Cleveland,  chairman;  Library  statistics, 
Mr.  R.  C.  Woodward,  Springfi  Id,  chairman 
Sunday-school  libraries,  Mr.  Robert  Michel, 
Columbus,  chairman;  Auditing  committee,  Mr. 
Borrows,  of  Chillicothe,  chairman.  Invitations 
were  extended  by  Springfield  and  Toledo  for  the 
next  meeting,  but  after  some  animated  discus- 
sion it  was  decided  by  vote  to  meet  in  Cleveland 
in  conjunction  with  the  National  Association. 

At  the  afternoon  session  Mr.  Charles  Orr,  ol 
the  Case  Library,  read  a  paper  upon  the  "  Print- 
ing and  distribution  of  public  documents  in 
Ohio,"  in  which  he  advocated  the  use  of  better 
materials  and  a  more  systematic  method  of  dis- 
tribution. Miss  Mary  Emogene  Hazeltine,  ol 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  was  to  have  delivered  an 
address  on  "  Library  extension  in  New  York," 
but  on  account  of  illness  she  was  unable  to  be 
present,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  association, 
which  adopted  suitable  resolutions  and  instructed 
the  secretary  to  inform  Miss  Hazeltine  of  their 
action.  After  extending  thanks  to  the  press, 
the  Board  of  Education,  the  school-workers, 
and  especially  to  the  local  committee,  the  asso- 
ciation adjourned. 

The  banquet,  Thursday  evening,  at  the  Hol- 
lenden  was  a  delightful  affair  and  was  a  fitting 
close  to  a  most  harmonious  and  enjoyable  meet- 
ing. ALICE  BoARDMAN,  Secretary. 

LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  OF  CENTRAL  CALI- 
FORNIA. 

THE  Library  Association  of  Central  Califor- 
nia held  its  regular  meeting  October  8,  1895, 
President  Rowell  presiding. 

Mr.  Peterson,  of  the  Oakland  Free  Public 
Library,  read  a  paper  on  "  Library  co-operation 
and  specialization,"  in  which  he  argued  against 
the  wasting  of  financial  force  by  duplicating 
costly  books  which  were  already  in  neighboring 
libraries,  and  which  migrht  by  a  system  of  co-op- 
eration be  made  available  to  all,  urging  that  such 
co-operation  would  tend  to  promote  a  friendly 
and  fraternal  feeling  between  the  libraries.  He 
thought  that  the  library  that  does  not  specialize, 
however  small  the  field  may  be,  cannot  in  the 
highest  sense  deserve  the  name  of  library. 

The  objection  suggested  was  that  most  libraries 
cannot  afford  to  specialize,  and  that,  especially 
in  the  case  of  free  libraries,  the  taxpayers 
would  naturally  object  to  the  using  of  funds  for 
books  of  little  direct  service  to  them,  and  that 
for  the  present  we  can  only  hope  to  gain  ap- 
proval for  the  idea  of  co-operative  specialization 
as  the  true  theory  and  highest  ideal  for  library 
workers. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Li- 
brary, read  an  able  and  interesting  oaper  on 
"  Relation  of  the  state  library  to  other  libra- 
ries," In  which  he  favored  making  state.  United 
States,  and  official  public  documents  the  special 
features  of  state  libraries.  He  thought  the 
state  librarian  should  have  charge  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  state  public  documents. 

A  discussion  followed,  in  which  Miss  Han- 
cock and  Messrs.  Harbourne,  Peterson,  Cole- 
man,  Cleary,  and  Laymon  took  part. 


Mr.Teggart  presented  the  following  resolution: 
"The  Library  Association  of  Central  California  has 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  librarian  of Li- 
brary present  to  the  trustees  and  directors  of  his  library 
the  great  desirability  of  the  mutual  loan  of  works  be- 
tween the  libraries  of  this  district,  and  urge  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  trustees  to  the 
elaboration  of  a  method  of  co-operation  between  the 
libraries." 

This  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  president  announced  the  topic  for  the 
November  meeting:  "  Book  publishing  and 
bookselling  in  California,"  and  the  meeting  then 
adjourned.  A.  M.  JELLISON,  Secretary. 


Cibrarg  (Stlnbs. 


WASHINGTON  (D.  C,)  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 
THE  ninth  regular  meeting  of  the  Washington 
(D.  C.)  Library  Association  was  held  in  the  Col- 
umbian University,  October  3oth.  It  was  the 
opening  meeting  of  the  season  and  was  unusually 
well  attended.  President  A.  R.  Spofford  presid- 
ed. The  meeting  was  one  of  especial  interest  and 
significance  to  the  association  owing  to  the  many 
additions  to  its  membership.  The  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  public  documents  furnishes 
the  largest  quota  of  new  members:  Miss  Hasse, 
Miss  Edith  Clark,  Miss  Silliman,  Miss  Gay,  and 
Mr.  Burns;  two  are  from  the  library  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  :  Miss  Barnett  and 
Miss  Hawks.  In  addition  there  were  Miss  Kelso, 
formerly  of  the  Los  Angeles  Public  Library;  Rev. 
Mr.  ShabeUe,  of  Georgetown  University;  Mrs. 
MacMakin,  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Treasury 
Department;  Miss  Dyer,  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution;  Mrs.  Stevens,  and  Miss  Graham. 

"  Bibliography  "  and  the  "  Free  Public  Library 
organized  in  Washington  "  were  the  topics  con- 
sidered. Dr.  Charles  Wardell  Styles,  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  gave  an  interesting 
account  of  the  bibliographic  results  of  the  Ley- 
den  International  Conference  of  Zob'logists, 
which  he  attended  as  a  delegate  durirg  Septem- 
ber. An  American,  Dr.  H.  H.  Field,  has  the 
credit  of  successfully  planning  and  putting  into 
operation  at  Zurich,  Switzerland,  a  scheme  of 
indexing  the  current  literature  of  zoology,  which 
may  prove  practicable  in  the  larger  field  of  index- 
ing proposed  by  the  Royal  Society  of  London. 

Mr.  Oliver  L.  Fassig  gave  a  brief  account  of 
the  papers  relating  to  bibliography  which  were 
read  at  the  Denver  Conference. 

The  chief  Interest  of  the  evening  was  centred 
about  General  Greely's  account  of  what  has  been 
done  toward  the  establishment  in  Washington 
of  a  free  public  library.  During  the  past  spring 
and  summer  notices  have  appeared  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  showing  the  prog- 
ress made  in  this  movement.  Rooms  have  now 
been  secured  and  fitted  up  :  about  2000  vol- 
umes have  been  received  as  gifts  and  for  deposit 
as  refrrenre-books,  and  additions  are  coming  In 
rapidly.  Space  has  been  provided  at  present  for 
only  5000  volumes,  but  there  is  plenty  of  avail- 
able room  for  growth.  The  position  of  librarian 
las  been  offered  to  Miss  Gilke,  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  in  St.  Louis,  who  will  probably 
enter  upon  her  new  duties  sometime  during  No- 
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vember.   The  library  will  be  opened  to  the  public 
in  December.       OLIVER  L.  FASSIG,  Secretary. 

NEW  YORK  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  first  meeting  of  the  season  of  the  New 
York  Library  Club  was  held  at  the  Mercantile 
Library,  November  14.  The  meeting  was  un- 
usually well  attended,  there  being  at  least  60 
present.  The  president,  Mr.  Stevens,  was  in 
the  chair.  The  club  was  welcomed  to  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  by  Mr.  Peoples. 

The  committee  on  the  decennial  celebration 
reported  that  it  had  been  decided  to  celebrate 
the  loth  birthday  of  the  club  at  the  annual 
dinner  in  January.  This  introduced  the  sub- 
ject of  the  joint  meeting  with  the  state  associa- 
tion. It  was  voted  to  hold  the  January  meeting 
in  connection  with  the  state  association,  and 
decided  to  Invite  the  visiting  librarians  to  be 
the  guests  of  the  club  at  the  dinner. 

Business  disposed  of,  the  first  subject  on  the 
program,  "  Echoes  from  the  Denver  Con- 
ference," was  taken  up.  Mr.  C:  A.  Nelson,  of 
Columbia  College,  read  a  paper  on  the  sessions 
of  the  conference,  in  which  he  said  that  few 
meetings  had  given  more  satisfaction  than  that 
In  Denver,  for  though  at  previous  conferences 
there  had  been  more  papers,  and  longer  papers, 
few  had  given  rise  to  more  interesting  discus- 
sions. Mr.  Nelson  touched  upon  the  value  to 
librarians  of  Dr.  Wire's  paper  on  "  Medical 
books  in  public  libraries,"  and  on  the  interest- 
ing subject  opened  by  Miss  Sharp's  paper,  practi- 
cally the  first  in  its  field,  on  "Libraries  in 
secondary  schools." 

Miss  Winser,  of  Newark,  read  a  paper  on  the 
experiences  of  four  adventurous  members  of 
the  party  in  their  trip  to  Salt  Lake  City.  Mr. 
Bigelow,  of  the  Society  Library,  who  was  to 
have  reported  on  the  Post-conference  trip 
proper,  was  unable  to  be  present. 

The  attention  of  the  meeting  was  next  called 
to  the  second  subject,  "  New  work  undertaken 
by  the  libraries  represented  during  the  past 
year."  Mr.  Baker  reported  that  the  new  Co- 
lumbia library  was  above  ground,  and  that  the 
builders  promised  its  completion  in  1897.  The 
special  library  problem  that  the  architects  had 
attempted  to  solve  was  the  combination  of  the 
store-room  for  books  with  the  seminar  system 
of  the  university.  During  the  past  college 
year,  July,  1894- July,  1895,  25,000  volumes 
were  added  to  Columbia,  the  largest  number 
ever  added  in  one  year,  while  8000  more  have 
come  in  since  that  date.  Even  temporary  sto- 
rage for  them  is  becoming  a  serious  problem.  The 
most  important  accession  was  that  of  the  Town- 
send  collection  of  newspaper  clippings  upon  the 
Civil  War. 

Mr.  Bardwell,  of  the  Brooklyn  Library,  sent 
in  an  interesting  report  of  the  moving  of  the 
circulating  department  from  the  second  to  the 
first  floor  of  the  building. 

Mr.  Berry,  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Brooklyn 
told  of  the  use  he  had  made  of  manila  rope 
paper.  (See  report  of  meeting  of  the  club  a 
the  Methodist  Library,  L.  j.,  March,  1895 
p.  95.)  Mr.  Berry  has  found  this  device  of  Mr 
Thomas's  of  great  use  for  pamphlet  cases 


jamphlets  being  arranged  by  classes,  and  laced 
nto  cases  made  by  folding  the  paper  the  size 
[esired.  This  does  not  waste  so  much  space  as 
egular  pamphlet  cases.  Periodicals  which  he 
Iocs  not  intend  to  bind  are  kept  in  these  cases  at 
a  cost  of  three  or  four  cents  per  volume.  Also, 
ittle-used  periodicals  are  sewed  and  glued  by 
he  binder  at  a  cost  of  10  cents  a  volume,  several 
nches  of  the  cords  on  which  they  are  sewn  being 
eft,  and  are  laced  and  pasted  into  covers  of  the 
manila  paper  by  a  page  in  the  library,  making 
a  durable  and  cheap  binding. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Thomas,  of  the  Methodist  Book 
Concern,  is  prepared  to  supply  this  paper  to 
ibrarians  at  wholesale  rates. 

Miss  Winser,  of  the  Newark  Library,  report- 
ed that  the  newest  thing  with  them  was  their 
new  library,  which  they  hoped  to  occupy  in  two 
years.     The  library  had  opened  seven  new  de- 
ivery  stations  during  the  year,  and  had   also 
ssued  to  readers  a  non-fiction  card. 

Miss  Leipziger  reported  that  the  Aguilar  Li- 
arary  had  opened  a  new  branch  on  59th  street, 
and  had  adopted  the  two-book  system. 

Miss  Tuttle,  of  the  Long  Island  Historical 
Society,  said  that  they  were  allowing  freer 
access  to  the  shelves  than  before,  with  no 
unfortunate  results  so  far. 

Pratt  Institute  was  next  heard  from,  Miss 
Plummer  calling  attention  to  the  four  new  bul- 
letins published  during  the  year,  of  German 
books,  government  documents,  yearly  additions, 
and  fiction,  including  juveniles.  Readers'  cards 
of  different  colors  had  been  adopted  for  the 
various  classes  of  borrowers,  teachers,  normal 
students,  children,  and  also  for  school-room 
cards.  The  two-book  system  was  adopted,  for 
an  account  of  which  see  L.  J.,  October,  i8g«;,  p. 
338.  An  experiment  was  made  of  ordering  Eng- 
lish books  through  the  London  branch  of  the 
Library  Bureau,  the  books  being  gotten  in  the 
sheets  and  bound  in  the  Duro-flexile  binding. 
78  books  have  been  bought  in  that  way,  at  an 
average  cost,  transportation  included,  of  $1.10 
per  volume;  but  the  experiment  is  too  recent  to 
report  on  its  success. 

Miss  Hall,  of  the  Library  of  the  Union  for 
Christian  Work,  said  that  they  were  printing 
weekly  lists  of  additions  at  a  cost  of  $3 
for  500  copies,  and  selling  them  for  one  cent 
each,  just  covering  expenses.  They  are  binding 
all  their  books  in  light  canvas,  and  writing  the 
numbers  on  the  book  itself  instead  of  using 
labels.  They  are  using  the  manila  rope  paper 
to  cover  the  magazines  which  circulate. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Bostwick,  of  the  Free  Circulating 
Library,  spoke  of  an  experiment  in  statistics 
by  which  they  had  tried  to  arrive  at  a  juster  es- 
timate of  the  actual  time  spent  reading  the 
various  classes  of  books  than  is  given  by  the  or- 
dinary statistics  which  show  only  the  number  of 
volumes  circulated,  not  the  actual  time  spent 
in  reading.  To  get  at  it  statistics  were  kept 
for  a  month  of  the  length  of  time  each  work  re- 
turned to  the  library  had  been  kept  out.  The 
result  was  very  interesting:  history  and  religion 
were  kept  out  the  longest,  poetry  the  shortest 
time,  the  percentage  of  juveniles  and  fiction  was 
much  reduced.  The  occasional  use  of  this 
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method  was  recommended  to  supplement  and 
correct  the  regular  statistics  of  circulation. 

Mr.  Eastman  gave  a  short  account  of  the  new 
libraries  recently  built  or  now  building  through- 
out the  state,  describing  the  Reynolds  Library 
in  Rochester,  a  reference  library  of  30,000  vol- 
umes, and  the  new  $100,000  building  of  the 
Grosvenor  Library  in  Buffalo.  Rome,  Herki- 
mer,  Ogdensburg,  Southampton,  L.  I.,  and 
Westfield  have  also  new  library  buildings. 

Mr.  Nelson  supplemented  the  report  from 
Columbia  by  stating  that  the  catalog  of  the 
Avery  collection  of  architectural  books  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer. 

Mr.  Sibley,  of  the  Syracuse  University  Library, 
spoke  of  the  von  Ranke  collection  of  historical 
literature  the  library  has  become  possessed  of. 

Miss  Van  Hoevenberg  called  the  attention  of 
the  club  to  the  Washington  Heights  Free  Public 
Library,  a  library  of  10,000  volumes,  at  is6th 
Street. 

The  following  new  members  were  elected: 
Wilberforce  Eames.  Lenox  Library ;  Frank 
Weitenkampf,  Astor  Library;  Mrs.  F.  H.  Hess, 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York  ;  Miss  Ber- 
tha Eger,  Pratt  Institute  ;  Miss  M.  V.  Wallis, 
Pratt  Institute  ;  W.  R.  Eastman,  Albany  ;  Miss 
Fanny  D.  Fish,  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Library,  Brooklyn. 
JOSEPHINE  A.  RATHBONE,  Secretary. 

CHICAGO  LIBRARY  CLUB. 

THE  24th  regular  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Li- 
brary Club,  being  the  opening  session  of  the 
season  1895-96,  was  held  at  the  Newberry  Li- 
brary, Thursday,  Oct.  3,  at  8  p.m.  President 
Gauss  inaugurated  the  work  of  the  year  in  a 
few  remarks  setting  forth  the  ideals  of  the  club 
In  elevating  the  profession  and  furthering  the 
library  interests  of  the  community.  Owing  to  a 
painful  physical  disability  Mr.  Gauss  was 
obliged  to  surrender  the  gavel  to  Miss  Katharine 
L.  Sharp,  who  presided  during  the  remainder  of 
the  evening. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  club 
were  read  and  approved,  and  the  names  of 
Messrs.  W.  W.  Bishop  and  R.  A.  Simonson, 
recommended  for  membership  by  the  executive 
committee,  were  favorably  acted  upon.  The 
formal  program  was  then  commenced,  the  sub- 
ject appointed  for  the  evening  being  "State 
library  commissions."  Df.  Wire,  who  was  the 
first  speaker,  gave  an  historical  sketch  of  the  li- 
brary commissions  of  the  United  States.  He 
described  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  justly 
renowned  Massachusetts  library  commission, 
and  of  the  several  commissions  organized  in 
other  states. 

The  chairman  then  introduced  Mr.  F.  A. 
Hutchins,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  school 
library  department  in  the  office  of  the  Wisconsin 
state  superintendent  of  schools,  who  spoke  on 
"  The  Wisconsin  library  commission  —  how  and 
why  it  was  created."  Mr.  Hutchins  said  in  sub- 
stance : 

The  Wisconsin  library  commission  is  a  result 
of  the  work  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Associa- 
tion. The  latter  found,  through  personal  visits 
made  by  its  officers,  that  many  libraries  in  the 
state  were  doing  unsatisfactory  work  because  of 


the  lack  of  information  or  zeal  on  the  part  of  their 
librarians  and  trustees,  and  that  the  influence  of 
these  libraries  was  detrimental  to  library  inter- 
ests in  general.  The  association  soon  became 
convinced  that  its  first  work  should  be  to  im- 
prove libraries  already  founded,  and  to  make 
them  attractive  object  lessons  in  methods  and 
enthusiasm;  while  much  has  been  done  in  this 
line,  the  association  lacks  means  to  do  more 
than  a  fraction  of  the  work  needed. 

The  canvass  of  the  state,  though  fragmentary, 
showed  an  unexpectedly  popular  feeling  in  favor 
of  public  libraries.  This  sentiment  was  so  uni- 
versal that  almost  every  community  could  show 
its  record  of  attempts  to  found  a  library,  in  fact 
the  state  is  fairly  strewn  with  wrecks  of  libra- 
ries. If  the  efforts  in  Wisconsin  had  been  in- 
telligently directed  it  might  now  rival  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  number  of  successful  libraries. 
The  failures  have  discouraged  many  people,  and 
the  remnants  of  old  and  ill-selected  libraries  are 
sometimes  the  most  serious  check  to  a  growing 
enthusiasm.  Nearly  every  failure  has  resulted 
from  one  or  more  of  three  cases :  The  indifference 
or  ignorance  of  the  person  who  guards  the  books, 
the  selection  of  books  not  interesting  to  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  the  extra  expense 
caused  by  a  reading-room  attachment. 

The  association  could  do  so  little  in  aiding  and 
founding  libraries,  in  comparison  with  the 
needs,  that,  after  four  years  of  work,  it  con- 
cluded to  ask  Wisconsin  to  follow  some  good 
examples  and  give  it  the  aid  of  a  state  commis- 
sion. Last  winter  the  state  teachers'  associa- 
tion devoted  one  session  to  the  relation  of  the 
public  library  to  the  public  school.  This  session 
developed  so  much  enthusiasm  for  public  libra- 
ries that  the  teachers  joined  the  librarians  in  pe- 
titioning individual  members  of  the  legislature 
to  establish  a  commission.  The  bill  to  secure 
this  was  carried  without  a  dissenting  vote  in 
either  house. 

In  response  to  questions  Mr.  Hutchins  gave  a 
synopsis  of  the  law  creating  the  commission. 
It  provides  for  a  board  of  five  members,  two  of 
whom  are  appointed  by  the  governor.  The 
president  of  the  state  university,  the  secretary 
of  the  state  historical  society,  and  the  state 
superintendent  of  schools  are  the  other  mem- 
bers. The  duties  of  the  commission  are  to 
give  practical  counsel  to  libraries  and  to  aid 
in  securing  the  establishment  of  others.  An 
annual  allowance  of  $500  is  made  to  pay  the 
travelling  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  commission.  All  the  ex-officio 
members  have  clerical  forces  which  will  obviate 
the  necessity  of  expenditures  for  clerk  hire  and 
leave  much  of  the  appropriation  available  for 
travelling  expenses  in  personal  visits.  The 
ex-officio  members  are  also  in  constant  touch 
with  many  influential  persons  in  the  state  who 
should  be  in  active  sympathy  with  the  libra- 
ries. In  Wisconsin  all  country  schools  are 
now  required  to  maintain  libraries,  and  this 
work  is  under  the  charge  of  the  state  super- 
intendent. It  is  hoped  that  the  work  of  the 
commission  will  prove  so  fruitful  and  popu- 
lar that  in  a  few  years  a  larger  appropriation  can 
be  secured. 
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Hon.  W.  C.  Eakins,  of  the  library  committee 
of  the  Illinois  legislature,  who  was  to  have 
spoken  on  "  Library  legislation  in  Illinois  and 
the  prospects  for  a  state  library  commission," 
telegraphed  his  regrets  that  illness  prevented 
him  from  being  present. 

An  invitation  from  Miss  Ambrose  to  have  the 
next  club  meeting  at  the  Orrington  Lunt  Li- 
brary, Evanston,  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
executive  committee.  Thereupon  the  club  ad- 
journed. E:  L.  BURCHARD,  Secretary. 

THE  Chicago  Library  Club  has  issued  a  Man- 
ual for  1895.  It  contains  the  aim,  history,  con- 
stitution, and  list  of  members  of  the  club,  and 
short  sketches  of  the  16  libraries  represented  in 
the  club.  (A  history  of  these  libraries  by  W. 
B.  Wickersham  appeared  in  the  LIBRARY  JOUR- 
NAL of  August,  1895.)  By  a  summary  on  the 
last  page  it  appears  that  35  Chicago  libraries 
have  in  all  about  800,000  volumes. 


Bemetos. 


UNITED  STATES,   War   Department,  Surgeon- 
General's  Office.     Index  catalogue  of  the  Li- 
brary of  the  Surgeon-General's  Office,  United 
Stages    Army.     Authors     and    titles.     Vols. 
1-16,     A-Zythius.      Washington,     Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  1880-1895. 
This   work   is   a   great   triumph,   if   not   the 
greatest   triumph   of    American    bibliography. 
The  mere  title  alone  to  those  not  familiar  with 
the  thick  green  quarto  volumes  imports  much 
work,  and   that  work   extending  over  a  period 
of  15  years.     Those  who  are  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing this  immense  work  in  their  libraries  appre- 
ciate it  far  more  than  they  can  tell.     In  order 
to  review  it  we  must  first  of  all  examine  the  pref- 
ace, dated  June  T,  1880,  and  the  postscript,  dated 
June  i,  1895.     Both   are  written   by  the  same 
man,  who   in   the   former  signs   himself    }.  S. 
Billings,    Brevet    Lt.-Col.  and  Surgeon    U.    S. 
Army,  and  in  the  latter  John  S.  Billings,  Dep- 
uty   Surgeon-General    and    Lieut. -Col.    U.    S. 
Army. 

It  is  rarely  that  a  man  is  given  to  see  the 
completion  of  so  marvellous  a  bibliographical 
work  as  Dr.  Billings  has  carried  on  for  so  many 
years.  According  to  the  postscript  work  was 
begun  on  this  in  1873  and  a  specimen  fasciculus 
was  issued  in  1876.  But  it  was  not  until  1880 
that  the  first  volume  was  issued,  and  it  has  fol- 
lowed at  the  rate  of  one  volume  a  year.  The 
appropriation  for  this  is  $10,000  a  volume,  and 
this  makes  the  cost  of  publishing  this  catalog 
$160.000.  This,  as  we  understand,  does  not 
include  the  cost  of  preparing  the  manuscript. 
The  name,  Index  catalogue,  is  that  given  to  it 
when  it  was  in  manuscript,  and  this  name  was 
adopted  in  printing. 

It  is  an  index  of  articles  in  periodicals  and 
translations  as  well  as  a  catalog  of  books  and 
pamphlets,  and  in  this  particular  follows  the 
plan  of  both  the  Boston  Athenaeum  and  the  Pea- 
body  Institute  catalogs.  As  indicated  in  the 


preface,  this  form  was  that  preferred  by  the 
majority  of  American  physicians,  who  are  ac- 
customed to  work  from  the  subject,  while  Euro- 
pean scientists  work  largely,  if  not  wholly, 
from  the  author. 

The  general  rules  for  selection  and  use  of 
subject  headings  are  u  in  number,  all  short, 
simple,  but,  of  course,  dealing  with  technical 
subjects.  They  are  as  follows  : 

r.  Those  titles  have  been  selected  for  sub- 
jects for  which  it  is  presumed  that  the  majority 
of  educated  English-speaking  physicians  would 
look  in  an  alphabetical  arrangement. 

2.  When    there  is    doubt    as    between    two 
or  more  subject-headings,  cross-references  are 
given. 

3.  Where  both   an    English   and   a  Latin   or 
Greek  word  are  in  common  use  to  designate  the 
same   subject,  the    English  word   is  preferred 
and  references  are  given  from  the  other. 

4.  As  a  rule  substantives  rather  than  adjec- 
tives are  selected  for  subject-headings.     Excep- 
tions occur  to  this  in  anatomical  nomenclature, 
as  "  Lachrymal  duct,"  "  Thyroid  gland." 

5.  In  names  of  subjects  derived  from  personal 
names  the  latter  precede,   as  "Addison's  dis- 
ease," "  Eustachian  tube." 

6.  Local  diseases  or  injuries  are,  as  a  rule, 
placed  under  the  name  of  the  organ  or  locality 
affected,    as    "Kidney    (Abscess    of),"     "Neck 
(Wounds  of)-"    -There  are  exceptions  to  this  in 
accordance  with  rule  I,  e.g.,  "  Abscess  (Perine- 
phritic.')" 

7.  Cases  in  which  one  disease  is  complicated 
with  or  immediately  followed  by  another  are 
placed  under  the  name  of  the  first  disease  with 
the  subheading,  "  Complications  and  Sequela." 

8.  When  the  main  subject  of  an  article  is  the 
action  of  a  given  remedy  in  general,  or  its  ac- 
tion in  several  diseases,  it  is  indexed  under  the 
name  of  the  remedy  ;  but  if  it  relate  to  its  ac- 
tion in  but  one   disease  ii  is  indexed  under  the 
name  of  the  disease. 

9.  The  amount  of   subdivisions  made  under 
the  principal  subject-heads  depends  very  greatly 
upon  the  number  of  references  to  be  classed. 

10.  As  a  rule  the  references  are  given  from 
general  to  more  special  heads,  but  not  the  re- 
verse.    It  is  presumed,  for  instance,  that  those 
who  wish  to  consult  the  literature  on  "Aphasia" 
will  turn  to  "Brain  (Diseases  of),"  and"  Ner- 
vous System  (Diseases  of)."  as  well  as  to  "Apha- 
sia." without  being  directed  to  do  so  by  a  cross- 
reference  under  the  latter  title. 

it.  Under  the  name  of  an  organ  will  be  found 
the  books  and  papers  relating  to  the  anatomy 
and  physiology  of  that  organ. 

Following  this  usually  comes  the  abnormities 
and  malformations  of  the  organ,  then  its 
diseases,  then  its  tumors,  and  lastly  its  wounds 
and  injuries. 

The  work,  according  to  the  postscript,  was 
begun  by  several  medical  meif  from  the  army, 
and  has  since  been  continued  by  catalogers  or 
"  clerks,"  as  they  are  termed  in  the  office  o*  the 
sursjeon-general.  The  postscript  gives  the  sta- 
tistics of  entries  of  the  entire  cataltfg.^from  which 
it  appears  that  the  library  contains  116,847 
books  and  191,598  pamphlets.  The  entire 
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number  of  book  subject  entries  is  168,557,  and 
of  periodical  article  entries  is  511,112,  nearly 
three  times  the  book  entries. 

Dr.  Billings  closes  his  postscript  with  thanks 
to  his  assistants  and  to  the  printers  and  proof- 
readers, in  short,  to  all  who  have  made  this 
work  a  possibility. 

Having  thus  given  the  history  of  the  work, 
the  conditions  under  which  it  was  undertaken 
and  has  been  cairied  on,  and  the  rules  govern- 
ing it,  let  us  now  proceed  to  a  glance  at  the 
work  itself  from  a  librarian's  point  of  view. 

The  simple  rules  above  given  necessitate  a 
knowledge  not  alone  of  medicine  but  a  knowl- 
edge of  other  sciences  as  well,  not  to  speak  of  a 
large  linguistic  training.  As  will  be  remembered, 
these  rules  were  drawn  up  with  a  view  of  afford- 
ing as  simple  a  catalog  consistent  with  the  sub- 
jects involved  as  possible.  And  they  were  the 
result  of  consultation  with  physicians  and  not 
the  result  of  consultations  with  eminent  libra- 
rians and  catalogers.  Had  the  latter  been  the 
case  it  is  hard  to  see  where  they  would  have  led 
to  in  matters  of  entries,  and  I  fear  the  whole 
scheme  would  have  broken  of  its  own  weight. 

In  examining  the  work  one  is  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  here,  as  in  the  British  Museum 
catalog,  substantial  accuracy  has  been  the  aim 
kept  in  view.  This  substantial  accuracy  and 
uniformity  has  been  achieved,  and  this  with  no 
sacrifice  of  any  scientific  accuracies.  Of  course 
in  a  catalog  of  this  size,  occupying  so  many 
years  in  preparation  and  printing  and  carried  on 
by  so  many  different  hands,  absolute  consistency 
is  not  to  be  expected. 

The  simplicity  of  the  entries  considering  the 
number  is  quite  refreshing,  and  the  absence  of 
hosts  of  general  meaningless  cross-references  is 
likewise  refreshing.  Under  Abdomen,  for  in- 
stance, I  find  only  three  seealsos,  and  they  are 
sensible  and  scientific.  In  a  catalog  of  a  general 
library  I  find  under  that  head  seven,  five  of 
which  are  utterly  nonsensical. 

The  author's  name  is  given  sometimes  in  the 
vernacular  and  sometimes  as  it  appears  on  the 
title-page.  Particularly  in  cases  of  theses 
written  in  Latin  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
turn  the  name  back  into  the  vernacular.  Dates 
are  only  used  where  two  men  of  same  name 
appear,  and  then  only  for  distinction. 

Several  years'  use  of  this  catalog  for  names 
renders  me  competent  to  say  that  it  is  accurate 
and  reliable  and  worthy  of  confidence  as  to 
names.  As  a  general  rule  the  capitalization  of 
the  title-page  is  followed.  This  gives  German 
titles  their  accustomed  capitals,  but  denies  the 
capitals  to  English,  French,  and  U.  S.  books 
beyond  the  first  word. 

There  are  comparatively  few  title  entries, 
leaving  out  societies  and  periodicals,  and  these 
title  entries  are  rather  more  prevalent  in  the 
earlier  than  in  the  later  volumes.  Societies  are 
sometimes  put  under  the  name  and  sometimes 
under  the  place,  but  in  vol.  13,  under  the  head 
Societies,  they  are  grouped  under  22  headings, 
running  from  Anatomical  to  Veterinary.  These 
headings  include  not  only  those  medical,  using 
the  word  In  its  broad  sense,  but  also  many  scien- 
tific societies.  This  list  is  valuable  to  the  cata- 


loger  in  any  library,  general  as  well  as  medical. 
Four  years  ago  Dr.  Billings  gave  the  size  of  the 
library  as  102,000  volumes,  of  which  34,350 
volumes,  or  about  32  %,  were  periodicals  and 
transactions  of  societies.  This  ratio  doubtless 
obtains  at  the  present  time,  and  it  is  the  treat- 
ment of  these  which  gives  the  name  "  Index  cat- 
alogue." As  has  been  seen,  the  number  of 
periodical  entries  is  almost  three  times  the 
number  of  book  entries.  For  example,  under 
Larynx  we  find  45  pages  of  entries,  of  which 
40  pages  are  given  to  periodical  entries.  This 
is  an  exceptional  case,  as  the  periodical  litera- 
ture of  the  larynx  has  of  late  years  increased 
with  great  rapidity. 

The  number  of  subjects  is  frequently  due  to 
the  indexing  of  periodicals,  as  subjects  like  Fil- 
ters and  Fire-arms  are  found,  under  which  are 
only  periodical  entries.  Another  fruitful  source 
of  subject-headings  are  theses,  of  which  there 
are  great  numbers  in  the  library  of  the  Surgeon- 
General's  Office;  these  are  marked  with  a  star 
to  distinguish  them,  and  this  star  has  followed 
them  into  the  Index  Medicus.  This  library  has 
the  only  complete  collection  of  Paris  theses  (on 
medicine)  in  this  country  running  back  100 
years. 

A  list  of  periodicals  and  transactions  is  given 
in  vol.  i,  and  each  volume  up  to  vol.  7  gives  ad- 
ditions to  the  list.  A  consolidated  list  is  given  in 
vol.  7,  and  this  is  supplemented  by  annual  lists 
until  vol.  16.  In  that  volume  the  periodicals 
are  all  gathered  together,  and  this  list  is  in  real- 
ity a  short  entry  catalog  and  can  be  had  in 
separate  form. 

This  library  has  the  best  collection  of  medical 
periodicals  and  transactions  in  the  world,  and 
receives  at  least  1000  current  periodicals. 

The  full  catalog  of  periodicals  will  be  found 
in  vol.  9,  occupying  225  pages,  a  most  valuable 
portion  of  the  work.  This  is  practically  a  cata- 
log of  all  the  medical  periodicals  and  transac- 
tions in  existence  at  the  date  of  printing  the 
volume,  which  was  1889.  These  are  arranged 
by  'countries  and  under  them  alphabetically. 
Being  a  catalog  it  follows  strictly  the  changes  of 
name  and  does  not  gather  the  various  series  under 
one  heading,  as  do  Scudder  and  Bolton  in  their 
catalogs  of  scientific  periodicals.  But  this  cata- 
log is  full  and  accurate  as  to  the  various  changes 
of  name,  place  of  publication  and  editors,  and 
what  is  more  perplexing  as  to  the  hiatuses  which 
occur.  One  such  hiatus  is  historical,  that  which 
occurred  in  all  French  publications  in  1870-1871, 
during  the  Franco-Prussian  War,  and  a  cata- 
loger  naturally  expects  a  break  there.  But  in 
many  instances  there  is  nothing  to  tell  about 
the  gap,  especially  if  you  are  unfortunate  enough 
to  have  a  set  deprived  of  all  covers  and  advertis- 
ing pages.  It  must  be  confessed  that  the  U.  S. 
periodicals  are  as  bad  as  any  about  changes  of 
title  and  place.  Ignorance  is  to  blame  for  a 
similarity  of  titles  in  many  cases,  but  no  excuse 
can  obtain  for  the  same  title  being  used  by  two 
different  publishers  in  the  same  city.  And  yet 
editors  and  publishers  are  not  entirely  to  blame 
for  these  changes;  in  some  trases  they  are  the 
unwilling  agents  in  the  matter.  One  large 
medical  publishing  house  claims  a  monopoly 
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of  the  words  Medical  Record,  and  is  constantly 
warning  trespassers  off  its  ground  and  at  the 
same  time  bringing  woe  to  the  catalogers.  One 
periodical  changed  its  name  three  times  before 
it  suited  the  medical  autocrats.  As  to  subject 
entries  the  rules  have  been  followed  quite  strict- 
ly. Manifestly  there  must  be  a  number  of  sub- 
ject entries,  and  under  these  a  number  of  sub- 
divisions in  such  a  mass  of  book  and  periodical 
entries. 

At  first  there  would  seem  some  ground  for 
criticism,  but  when  the  magnitude  of  the  work, 
the  number  of  years,  and  the  number  of  people 
engaged  in  it  is  considered,  one  is  inclined  to 
praise  rather  than  criticise.  Obviously  the  names 
and  number  of  subdivisions  must  vary,  but  it  is 
safe  to  say  the  number  has  been  kept  as  low  as 
it  consistent  with  accuracy.  For  instance,  under 
Abdomen  are  29  subdivisions,  not  counting  the 
references  and  see  alsos,  and  no  one  of  these  29 
headings  could  be  dispensed  with  and  accuracy  be 
maintained.  These  minute  subdivisions  are  only 
necessary  in  a  large  library  and  are  not  suitable 
for  non-medical  libraries.  Even  in  smaller  medi- 
cal libraries,  where  the  periodicals  are  not  in- 
dexed, there  are  liable  to  be  too  many,  and  some 
are  unsuitable  because  they  are  class  headings. 

This  immense  library  of  over  116,000  volumes 
and  nearly  200,000  pamphlets  is  classified  on  the 
shelves,  but  the  books  are  not  marked  nor  is 
there  any  shelf-list.  It  is  safe  to  say  there  is  no 
other  library  of  this  size  so  absolutely  depend- 
ent on  the  attendants  for  keeping  books  in  order 
and  for  finding  the  books  and  pamphlets.  It  is 
gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  this  con- 
fidence is  not  misplaced  and  that  any  book 
or  pamphlet  indexed  in  the  catalog  can  be  found 
in  an  amazingly  short  space  of  time  by  the  at- 
tendants. 

But  this  want  of  notation  and  shelf-list  has 
forced  into  the  Index  Catalogue  certain  class 
and  form  entries  not  suitable  and  not  needed  in 
any  library  where  classification  is  followed  and 
the  books  are  marked.  On  this  account  these 
entries  are  undesirable,  and  certainly  in  one  case 
where  they  were  at  first  allowed  the  work  had 
all  to  be  gone  over  and  these  entries  thrown  out. 

This  catalog  modestly  does  not  profess  to  be 
a  bibliography,  but  the  catalog  of  the  largest 
medical  library  in  the  world;  but  as  a  matter  of 
fact  it  is  a  most  exhaustive  bibliography  of  medi- 
cal subjects.  It  is  true  that  not  every  edition  is 
represented,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  there  are  few 
important  editions  which  are  not  represented  in 
this  collection.  The  indexing  of  serial  transac- 
tons,  theses,  and  pamphlets  more  than  makes  up 
for  any  lack  of  editions. 

As  a  matter  of  curiosity,  and  to  give  some  idea 
of  the  extent  of  this  catalog,  we  give  figures 
on  a  few  subjects. 

The  page  is  a  quarto  measuring  7%  by  n%; 
the  type  page  is  5)^  by  8J£. 

The  type  is  brevier  unleaded,  and  nonpareil 
is  used  for  analyticals. 

A  few  statistics  showing  amount  of  literature 
on  a  few  subjects  taken  at  random  in  looking 
through  the  catalog,  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  size  of  the  library  and  also  of  the  labor  in- 
volved in  getting  up  this  catalog: 


Fever,  68  p.;  Hernia,  84  p.;  Hospitals,  90  p.; 
Hygiene,  117  p.;  Insane  and  Insanity,  168  p.; 
Medicine,  335  p.;  Pharmacy,  47  p.;  Phthisis, 
80  p.;  Statistics,  48  p.;  Waters,  Mineral,  147  p.; 
Wounds,  58  p. 

In  1891  Dr.  Billings  delivered  an  address  be- 
fore the  Association  of  American  Physicians 
on  "  The  conditions  and  prospects  of  the  Li- 
brary of  the  Surgeon-General's  Office  and  of  its 
Index  catalogue."  At  that  time  he  estimated 
that  if  he  could  add  10,000  volumes  of  his  selec- 
tion it  would  contain  at  least  one  edition  of 
every  important  work.  The  deficiencies  were 
in  incunabula,  ancient  Greek  and  Roman,  Ara- 
bic and  Hebrew  authors,  and  some  lines  of  con- 
tinental periodicals  up  to  1850.  He  then  spoke 
of  the  continuation  of  the  Index  catalogue,  and 
said  sufficient  material  had  accumulated  to  fill 
four  volumes.  This  has  now,  as  he  anticipated, 
grown  to  five  volumes,  and  in  the  postscript 
he  says  the  appropriation  for  the  first  volume  has 
been  made,  the  matter  is  ready  for  the  press,  and 
so  there  will  be  no  interruption  in  the  work. 
Dr.  Billings,  at  his  own  request,  has  been 
placed  on  the  retired  list,  but  all  the  world  owes 
him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  this  work. 

G.  E.  WIRE,  M.D. 

LEYPOLDT,  Augusta  H.,  0«</lLES,  George  (eds.) 
List  of  books  for  girls  and  women  and  their 
clubs,  with  descriptive  and  critical  notes  and 
a  list  of  periodicals  and  hints  for  girls'  and 
women's  clubs.  Boston,  published  for  the 
American  Library  Association  Publishing  Sec- 
tion by  the  Library  Bureau,  1895.  161  p.  O. 
cl.,  $i;  pap.,  50  c.  Or,  in  five  parts,  Tt.  pap., 
ea. ,  10  c. 

Mr.  George  lies,  as  the  apostle  of  the  evalua- 
tion of  books,  to  use  his  favorite  term,  is  in- 
deed a  library  benefactor.  Instead  of  endowing 
a  small  library  he  has,  in  fact,  endowed  all  li- 
braries, giving  liberally  of  both  brains  and 
money,  for,  we  take  leave  to  say  against  his  de- 
sire, he  has  spent  many  hundred  dollars,  in  this 
latest  enterprise,  in  paying  for  contributed  work 
In  departments  which  from  their  magnitude 
could  not  be  handled  gratuitously,  as  well  as  in 
the  cost  of  paper  and  print.  It  is  to  him  chiefly 
that  the  library  profession  and  particularly  stu- 
dents of  economic  science  are  indebted  for  the 
"Reader's  handbook"  in  that  field,  for  the 
labor  of  his  co-editor  was  confined  mostly  to 
work  in  the  general  planning  and  in  the  annota- 
tions of  general  books,  and  the  editorial  burden 
of  that  useful  issue  of  the  Society  for  Political 
Education  was  carried  practically  by  him.  In 
the  present  work  he  has  courteously  put  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Leypoldt  to  the  front,  that  a 
woman's  flag  might  float  over  the  women's  ship. 
How  much  labor  has  gone  into  this  modest 
enterprise  only  those  who  rhave  watched  Its 
development  can  know. 

The  present  work,  although  it  originated  as  a 
list  of  books  for  girls'  clubs,  as  planned  by  Miss 
E.  M.  Coe,  now  Mrs.  Rylance  —  who  was  di- 
verted from  the  library  profession  by  the  usual 
fate  of  womankind  —  is  much  more  than  its  title 
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implies.  In  one  division,  for  instance,  that  of 
literature,  it  takes  the  place  of  the  little  "  Books 
of  all  time"  prepared  years  ago  by  Mr.  Ley- 
poldt  and  L.  E.  Jones  —  which  though  years  old 
has  always  been  in  more  or  less  demand.  It  is, 
indeed,  in  most  of  its  parts  an  annotated  bibli- 
ography within  modest  compass,  covering  the 
general  fields  of  fiction,  literature,  the  arts,  etc., 
specialized  for  women  only  in  the  later  and 
smaller  divisions  of  the  work.  In  fact,  one 
criticism  that  may  be  passed  upon  it  is  that  in 
the  first  divisions  it  is,  if  anything,  too  general, 
and  that  the  limits  of  books  for  use  in  girls' 
clubs  have  not  been  always  clearly  kept  in  mind. 
It  has  been  impossible  in  a  work  which  is  al- 
most a  pioneer  in  its  field,  produced  by  the  co- 
operation of  many  contributors,  to  pattern  the 
several  divisions  after  any  one  model  ;  indeed, 
the  contrary  feature,  of  variety  in  method,  is  a 
striking  feature  of  the  book. 

This  issue  is  the  first  publication  from  the  Pub- 
lishing Section  of  the  A.  L.  A.  which  shows  ade- 
quately the  general  plan  adopted.  The  adop- 
tion of  a  column  of  standard  width  was  planned 
to  permit  three  uses  of  the  material:  (i)  in  an 
octavo,  which  in  cloth  binding  would  make  a 
permanent  feature  of  the  bibliographical  shelf 
in  the  library;  (2)  in  a  cheap  paper  edition  in  a 
page  of  quarter  the  size,  which  could  be  circu- 
lated widely  among  readers  at  a  low  price; 
and  (3)  as  printed  annotations,  which  could  be 
clipped  from  either  edition  and  pasted  on  the 
standard  library  cards.  The  present  work  car- 
ries out  this  plan  quite  fully,  and  will  thorough- 
ly illustrate  its  value. 

Fiction,  making  Part  I.  and  a  fair  third  of 
the  work,  has  been  "chosen  and  annotated 
by  a  reviewer  for  the  Nation"  —  a  lady  whose 
name  is  known  to  many,  but  is  not  public 
property  — and  is  an  extremely  interesting  piece 
of  work,  clever,  piquant,  and  characteristic. 
These  epithets,  indeed,  give  key  to  both  the 
strength  and  the  weakness  of  this  writer's  work, 
which  has  the  idiosyncrasies  that  make  the 
Nation  so  strong  and  so  attractive — and  some- 
times so  surprising.  The  general  plan  is  an  al- 
phabetic arrangement  of  authors,  after  whose 
full  name,  with  birth  and  death  dates,  is  given 
a  descriptive  and  often  critical  note  on  the 
author,  with  the  titles  of  leading  works  (in  few 
cases  all)  arranged  sometimes  in  the  order  of 
Importance,  sometimes  otherwise.  The  list  has 
curious  omissions,  especially  in  view  of  its  aim. 
For  instance,  Charles  Dudley  Warner,  whose 
"  Little  jourpey  in  the  world  "  is  a  remarkable 
study  of  a  woman's  career,  upward  socially  and 
downward  spiritually,  is  not  mentioned,  nor  is 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Harding  Davis.  There  are  curi- 
ous inclusions  and  exclusions  also  in  the  indi- 
vidual works  of  authors,  but  this  is  so  much  a 
matter  of  private  judgment  that  each  critic 
would  criticise  differently.  The  notes  on  au- 
thors are  extremely  brilliant  and  incisive,  not 
always  in  good  perspective  and  sometimes 
freaky  in  their  wit,  as,  for  instance,  the  reference 
to  Mrs.  Holmes,  of  whose  books  It  is  said, 
"  The  secret  of  their  long  popularity  has  never 
been  divulged  by  their  readers,"  and  Mrs. 
Harris,  of  whose  it  is  said,  '  To  a  lively  mind 


they  should  be  conducive  of  profound  sleep," 
which,  whatever  its  faults,  is  by  no  means  true 
of  "  Rutledge."  The  note  on  Fielding  is  ad- 
mirable from  the  general  point  of  view,  but  his 
importance  in  the  development  of  fiction  scarcely 
condones  the  inclusion  of  "  Tom  Jones"  in  a  list 
for  girls,  despite  the  endeavor  to  side-track  it 
in  the  undescriptive  note,  which  states  that  the 
book  "  was  not  written  for  children  and  young 
girls,  and  they  probably  would  not  be  paid  to 
read  it."  Hardy's  magnificent  and  awful  tragedy 
of  "  Tess,"  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  books  in 
modern  fiction,  is  scarcely  less  out  of  place  in 
the  library  of  a  girls'  club,  but  the  critic  turns 
back  on  her  own  standard  of  literary  morality  in 
saying,  "His  defence  of  Tess  is  quite  superflu- 
ous, and  expresses  great  confusion  of  mind  in 
regard  to  decent  standards  of  behavior,"  a  re- 
mark which  in  any  one  else  this  critic  would 
probably  criticise  as  Philistine.  Professor  De 
Mille's  famous  and  clever  "  Dodge  Club"  is 
omitted,  although  his  less  valuable  other  books 
are  given,  and  certainly  this  is  more  a  novel 
than  Howells's  "  Traveller  from  Altruria."  The 
note  on  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  and  those  on  his 
"Scarlet  letter"  and  "Marble  faun"  are  re- 
markable examples  of  compact,  accurate,  and 
effective  annotation.  Despite  the  faults  we  have 
indicated,  the  whole  fiction  list  is  a  remarkable 
piece  of  workmanship,  and  quite  aside  from  its 
use  as  a  finding  list  or  bibliography,  its  value  as 
a  precis  of  fiction  is  very  great;  an  evening 
could  scarcely  be  better  spent  either  by  a  librari- 
an or  by  a  general  reader  than  in  reading 
through  the  biographical  and  bibliographical 
annotations  in  this  first  part. 

The  general  divisions  of  History,  Literature, 
and  Art,  constituting  parts  II.  and  ill.  in  the 
smaller  edition,  make  a  second  third  of  the  work. 
This  portion  contains  one  division  which  is  the 
best  possible  example  of  the  principle  of  evalu- 
ation, both  in  what  it  does  and  what  it  leaves 
undone  —  the  division  of  History,  prepared  by 
Reuben  G.  Thwaites,  of  the  Wisconsin  Histori- 
cal Society.  The  valuable  work  of  President  C. 
K.  Adams  has  cleared  and  sown  the  ground, 
but  that  makes  it  not  the  less  marvellous  that 
within  32  pages  Mr.  Thwaites  has  given  a  won- 
derfully comprehensive,  Informing,  and  accu- 
rate bird's-eye  view  of  the  whole  field  of  history, 
carefully  classified  and  systematized,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  American  reader,  beginning 
with  universal  history,  following  with  the  United 
States  in  its  several  general  and  special  periods, 
covering  Canada  and  elsewhere  in  America, 
giving  the  European  continent  in  all  its  leading 
countries,  except  Russia,  and  including  methods 
of  historical  study  and  general  and  special  notes 
which  refer  to  series,  to  historical  societies,  to  ref- 
erence-books, etc.,  etc.  Few  books  are  included, 
but  these  would  be  accepted  by  almost  all  libra- 
rians as  the  best,  and  the  notes  are  of  admirable 
workmanship  throughout.  Certainly,  here  is  the 
model  for  all  future  work  of  this  kind.  Along- 
side it,  the  division  of  Biography,  by  assist- 
ant librarians  of  the  New  York  Free  Circulating 
Library,  seems  rather  thin.  The  entries  are  by 
writers  rather  than  by  subjects,  which  last  is  the 
more  natural  classification  in  a  subject-list  of 
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biography,  and  much  space  is  consequently 
wasted  in  cross-references  from  subjects  to  wri- 
ters. There  are  noticeable  omissions  :  there 
is  nothing  about  Joan  of  Arc,  and  Strickland's 
"  Queens  of  England"  is  not  mentioned  (though 
given  in  the  History  division),  neither  of  which 
should  be  omitted  from  a  list  of  books  for  women ; 
there  is  no  biography  of  Dickens,  though  Fors- 
ter's  life  is  one  of  the  notable  books  in  biogra- 
phy, and  there  is  a  lack  of  dates  throughout  in 
reference  to  the  subjects  of  biography.  The 
division  of  Travel  and  Exploration,  as  edited 
by  Miss  Hasse,  is  subject  to  much  the  same  criti- 
cism as  the  Biography.  It  is  not  arranged  by 
places,  and  it  parallels  books  without  indicating 
always  which  is  preferable,  whereas  such  a  list 
should  be  classified  and  essentially  "  selected." 
The  division  of  Literature,  including  Poetry 
and  Belles  lettres,  edited  by  G.  Mercer  Adam, 
is  scarcely  second  to  Mr.  Thwaites's  work  in  its 
large  value.  It  is  not  without  omissions,  for 
here,  also,  Charles  Dudley  Warner  finds  no 
place,  but  the  alphabetic  list  of  authors  is 
prefaced  by  a  capital  little  list  of  genet al  books; 
the  annotations  both  as  to  authors  and  as  to  indi- 
vidual books  are  very  good  ;  and  an  evening 
passed  in  mastering  these  annotations  will  be 
even  more  profitable  than  one  spent  on  the 
fiction  list.  Supplementing  this  division  is  a 
good  selected  list  of  a  few  titles  on  Mythology 
and  Folk-lore  by  Stewart  Culin,  of  Philadel- 
phia. These  are  all,  in  the  paper  edition,  in- 
cluded in  Part  11. 

Part  in.  includes  Fine  art,  by  Russell  Sturgis, 
one  of  the  best  of  American  art  authorities,  and 
Music,  by  Henry  E.  Krehbiel,  of  the  Tribune, 
of  whom  the  like  can  be  said  in  his  field.  Mr. 
Sturgis  has  prefaced  his  portion  with  what  are 
really  little  essays  on  fine  art  and  on  the  several 
arts,  a  feature  not  included  in  any  of  the  other 
divisions,  and  which,  though  of  considerable 
value,  gets  sometimes  far  afield  from  the  scope 
of  the  little  book.  Mr.  Sturgis  perhaps  more 
than  any  other  contributor  has  made  a  select 
general  bibliography,  from  a  somewhat  techni- 
cal point  of  view,  rather  than  a  choice  of  books 
for  girls  and  women;  in  fact  he  has  forgotten 
about  the  girls  and  women,  and  emphasized 
rather  the  function  of  art  and  the  relative  value 
of  art-works.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  sound 
sense  in  his  brief  note  on  Ruskin,  but  at  least 
Ruskin's  books  should  have  been  mentioned 
and  individually  described.  Mr.  Krehbiel's  an- 
notations are  compact  and  informing,  and  both 
these  divisions  are  valuable  contributions  to  the 
bibliography  of  art. 

The  remaining  portion,  somewhat  less  than  a 
third,  including  Parts  iv.  and  v.,  cover  Educa- 
tion and  Science  and  miscellaneous  subjects.  In 
the  first  division  books  on  the  kindergarten  are 
well  selected  by  Miss  Angeline  Brooks,  and 
"education  as  a  science  and  an  art,  including 
books  on  drawing,  penmanship,  shorthand, 
linguistics,  mathematics,  bookkeeping,  astron- 
omy, and  physics  (chiefly  electricity),"  is  covered 
by  Professor  Edward  R.  Shaw,  who  gives  a 
limited  but  useful  selection  of  books  under  each 
of  these  minor  heads.  Chemistry  is  covered 
more  fully  by  Dr.  H.  Carrington  Bolton  ;  Geog- 


raphy has  three  titles  only ;  Geology  with 
Mineralogy  is  covered  by  Professor  Edwin  S. 
Burgess  in  n  titles  ;  Botany  by  Professor  D.  P. 
Penhallow,  of  McGill  University,  quite  amply  ; 
Natural  history  by  Mrs.  Olive  Thome  Miller  ; 
Psychology  by  Professor  E.  W.  Scripture,  of 
Yale  ;  Economic  science  by  Mr.  lies  himself  ; 
Philosophy  by  Professor}.  V.  Murray,  of  McGill 
University  ;  Physical  Culture,  including  Hy- 
giene and  Nursing,  and  Self-culture,  including 
Etiquette,  etc.,  are  under  Mrs.  Leypoldt's  name. 
These  minor  divisions  differ  somewhat  in  per- 
spective, but  all  of  them  are  rather  well  handled, 
and  probably  these  lists  represent  a  better  buy- 
ing selection  for  girls'  clubs  than  the  previously 
named  divisions.  The  last  part  is  a  novel 
bibliography,  peculiarly  of  value  to  girls  and 
women,  Livelihoods  for  women  and  domestic 
economy  being  covered  by  Mrs.  Leypoldt  ; 
Country  occupations  by  Professor  F.  H.  Bailey, 
of  Cornell,  and  B.  M.  Watson,  of  Harvard; 
Amusements  and  sports  by  Miss  Alice  M. 
Kroeger,  of  Drexel  Institute  ;  Works  of  ref- 
erence by  Helen  Kendrick  Johnson,  of  the 
American  Woman's  Journal.  In  this  part  are 
also  a  list  of  periodicals  of  special  usefulness 
to  women  ;  hints  for  a  girls'  club,  which  aie 
very  valuable  ;  an  outline  constitution  and  by- 
laws for  a  girls'  club,  and  suggestions  for  a 
literary  club  for  girls  and  women,  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  which  last  features  Mr.  lies  has  had  the 
help  of  Miss  Dodge  and  others  of  experience. 
The  octavo  edition  includes  also  a  list  of  the  pub- 
lishers whose  issues  are  given,  and  a  full  index 
covering  13  pages. 

The  preceding  notes  will  show  how  wonder- 
fully wide  is  the  field  covered  by  this  publica- 
tion, and  how  varied  is  the  treatment  given  to 
the  several  divisions.  There  is  a  certain  advan- 
tage in  this  diversity  of  treatment  which  we 
trust  to  see  utilized  in  a  future  edition  of  this 
novel  and  valuable  work.  All  divisions  are 
worth  careful  study  by  librarians  and  by  teach- 
ers, and  are  useful  also  for  wide  circulation 
among  general  readers.  We  trust  to  see  the 
work  differentiate  a  couple  of  years  hence 
into  two  works  —  a  list  of  books  for  general 
readers,  i.e.,  a  select  bibliography  with  the 
evaluation  feature,  which  would  involve  the  ex- 
tension of  the  minor  departments  ;  and  a  reissue 
in  the  small  size  of  a  list  for  girls'  and  women's 
clubs,  which  would  involve  a  condensation  of 
the  earlier  divisions  of  the  present  work,  and 
would  form  a  useful  purchase  list  for  such  clubs 
when  making  libraries.  Meantime  we  suggest 
to  the  profession  that  each  librarian  should  keep 
a  copy  of  this  publication  in  its  larger  form  for 
annotation,  so  that  when  Mr.  lies  undertakes  a 
revision  he  may  have  the  benefit  of  suggestions 
and  co-operation  from  all  quarters,  and  we 
should  be  glad  to  print  in  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL 
such  criticisms  and  suggestions  as  will  keep  the 
subject  alive  and  lead  to  the  interchange  of 
views.  In  the  meantime  a  good  many  thousand 
copies  of  the  present  work,  especially  in  its 
smaller  and  cheaper  form,  should  be  circulated. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  Mr.  lies  proposes 
to  go  forward  with  the  good  work  to  which  he  has 
set  himself,  and  is  providing  first  for  an  extension 
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in  the  departments  of  Fine  art  and  Music,  which 
will  make  specially  valuable  working  bibliog- 
raphies of  these  important  and  popular  sub- 
jects. We  cannot  voice  too  strongly  the  indebt- 
edness of  the  library  profession  to  Mr.  lies  and 
its  congratulations  to  him  on  the  achievement 
of  this  important  and  difficult  work. 

R.  R.  B. 

[JONES,  Gardner  M.,  Wire,  G:  E.,  and  Cutter, 
C:  A.]  List  of  subject  headings  for  use  in 
dictionary  catalogs  ;  prepared  by  a  committee 
of  the  American  Library  Association.  Bost., 
published  for  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Section 
by  the  Library  Bureau,  1895.  188  p.  O. 
There  has  been  nothing  more  puzzling  to  the 
'prentice  cataloger  than  the  perplexities  of 
subject  headings  in  the  various  catalogs.  The 
"  List  of  subject  headings  "  which  Mr.  Gardner 
M.  Jones  has  prepared,  with  the  approval  of  Dr. 
Wire  and  Mr.  Cutter  as  other  members  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  committee,  furnishes  a  professional 
tool  which  has  been  much  needed.  A  similar 
enterprise  was  projected  many  years  ago  in 
connection  with  the  American  Catalogue,  and 
some  work  was  done  in  its  office  to  that  end, 
but  nothing  had  ever  taken  final  shape  until  Mr. 
Jones  enterprisingly  took  up  the  work.  This 
volume,  printed  in  the  larger  standard  size  of 
the  Publishing  Section,  is  arranged  in  the  stand- 
ard column,  printed  at  the  left-hand  side  of  the 
page,  leaving  the  right-hand  column  blank  for 
extension  and  annotations.  It  includes  the  sub- 
ject-headings of  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  Pea- 
body  Institute,  Cleveland  and  American  cat- 
alogs, and  the  Harvard  subject  index,  omitting, 
of  course,  such  headings,  as  personal  names, 
geographical  names,  technical  and  scientific 
names,  individual  animals,  substances,  etc., 
parts  of  the  Bible,  and  certain  specific  lines  of 
headings  which  are  their  own  index. 

In  the  preliminary  discussions  connected  with 
the  publication  of  this  list  it  was  proposed  that 
the  headings  used  by  the  several  catalogs  uti- 
lized should  be  indicated,  but  this  was  found  to 
be  impracticable  in  the  present  edition.  The 
work,  however,  does  indicate  what  the  commit- 
tee consider  the  preferable  heading,  the  com- 
mittee being  in  unison  except  as  to  whether  An- 
cient, Classical,  and  Mediaeval  divisions  of  art, 
etc.,  should  serve  as  main  or  sub-entries,  in 
which  Mr.  Cutter  differs  from  his  colleagues. 
Thus,  under  each  entry  there  is  a  see  reference 
to  the  form  of  heading  used,  or  a  see  also  refer- 
ence to  correlative  headings,  or  a  refer  from 
reference  as  a  guide  to  cross-referencing.  The 
general  principle,  as  stated  in  the  brief  but 
comprehensive  preface,  has  been  to  use  common 
names  instead  of  technical,  English  instead  of 
foreign,  etc.,  and  this  wise  principle  is  generally 
adhered  to.  There  are  exceptions;  for  instance, 
books  on  animals  are  put,  not  under  Animals 
but  under  ZoOlogy,  which  is  the  practice,  of 
doubtful  wisdom,  of  the  American  and  other 
catalogs.  To  review  this  volume  technically 
and  adequately  would  be  so  minute  and  indi- 
vidual a  task  as  to  be  of  comparatively  little 
service,  and  the  faults  would  doubtless  be  few 


in  comparison  with  the  general  usefulness  of 
the  work.  The  profession  is  debtor  to  Mr. 
Jones  in  no  small  degree  for  one  of  the  moit 
useful  tools  that  has  yet  been  furnished  to  the 
cataloger's  desk.  Until  the  Rudolph  indexer 
succeeds  in  abolishing  cataloger  and  catalog 
together,  we  opine  that  Mr.  Jones's  list  will  earn 
him  the  gratitude  of  many  old  heads  as  well  as 
many  'prentice  hands. 


Cibrurn  Qrconomri  anb  {jistorti. 


LOCAL. 

Amsterdam  (N.  Y.)  L.  A.    (4th  rpt.)    Added 
322;  total  2368.    Issued  7980  ;  no.  visitors,  18 
621.     Receipts  $2348.17;  expenses,  $1593.17. 

"  Rejoicing  in  our  free  library,  there  may  be 
danger  that  the  association  and  the  public  will 
forget  that  a  free  library  needs  funds  for  its 
support.  The  great  increase  in  membership  — 
almost  300  in  one  month  —  and  the  large 
number  of  books  put  in  circulation,  show 
plainly  that  a  free  library  is  a  necessity  in  our 
city.  Some  permanent  property  has  been  as- 
sured to  the  association,  but  the  income  from 
that  property  will  not  be  sufficient  to  allow  the 
successful  carrying  on  of  this  work.  What 
means  shall  be  devised  for  the  increase  of  oar 
funds?" 

Anaconda,  Mont.  Hearst  F.  L.  The  library 
given  to  Anaconda  some  months  since,  by  Mrs. 
Phebe  Hearst,  has  reached  a  circulation  and 
popularity  quite  beyond  the  expectation  of  Its 
giver.  The  issue  of  cards  for  home  use  has  in- 
creased from  50  to  580,  while  the  reading- 
rooms  are  crowded  afternoon  and  evening. 
When  first  opened,  card  playing  was  allowed  in 
the  reading-room,  but  this  had  to  be  dispensed 
with,  as  it  was  found  to  disturb  the  readers. 
In  place  of  this  a  writing-room  has  been  estab- 
lished, supplied  with  stationery,  etc. 

Boston  P.  L,  On  Nov.  4  the  special  li- 
braries floor  of  the  library,  which  has  been 
undergoing  rearrangement,  was  opened  to  the 
public.  A  plan  of  this  floor,  with  descriptions 
of  the  location  of  the  various  libraries,  was 
given  by  Mr.  Putnam  in  the  Boston  Herald  of 
Nov.  4.  In  this  "open  letter"  Mr.  Putnam 
said  :  "  In  the  old  building  these  collections 
were  for  the  most  part  in  locked  room*,  or 
otherwise  inaccessible,  except  as  the  volumes 
might  be  called  for  individually  on  call  slips. 
Hereafter,  readers  will  be  enabled  to  consult 
them  upon  the  special  libraries  floor  with  al- 
most as  little  formality  as  attends  the  use  of 
the  books  placed  in  the  Bates  Hall  reading- 
rooms.  The  collections  will  be  accessible  to  all 
persons,  without  credential  or  special  permit. 
As,  however,  they  contain  books  of  great  rarity, 
and  books  requiring  careful  handling  —  books  of 
both  classes  given  to  the  library  upon  assur- 
ance that  their  use  should  be  carefully  guard- 
ed -r- two  regulations  will,  for  the  present  at 
least,  need  to  be  observed:  r,  readers  on  enter- 
ing will  register  their  names  and  addresses,  and 
2,  only  the  attendants  may  take  the  books  from 
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the  shelves  or  replace  them.  Readers  may, 
however,  examine  the  titles  of  books  as  they 
stand  upon  the  shelves,  may  indicate  to  the  at- 
tendants such  as  they  desire  to  have  brought 
to  the  tables,  and  these  to  any  reasonable  num- 
ber will  be  taken  down  for  their  use.  No  call- 
slips  need  be  made  out." 

"During  the  month  of  October,  of  the  2413 
cases  investigated,  in  which  readers  in  Bates 
Hall  failed  to  receive  their  books  within  a 
reasonable  time,  or  failed  to  receive  at  all  books 
which  should  have  reached  them,  2286  were 
cases  in  which  the  readers  failed  to  put  their 
names  or  table  numbers  upon  the  slips,  or  could 
not  be  found  at  the  tables  designated. 

"  Whatever  the  defects  in  the  administration 
of  the  library,  the  facilities  for  complaint  of 
these  defects  are  ample.  Opposite  the  main 
door  of  Bates  Hall  is  an  official  whose  chief 
duty  is  to  receive  and  investigate  complaints 
of  the  service  there.  In  the  delivery-room  is 
the  desk  of  the  official  who,  as  the  head  of  the 
delivery  department,  is  at  all  times  ready  to  re- 
ceive and  investigate  complaints  of  the  service 
there.  Directly  off  the  delivery-room  is  the 
office  of  the  librarian,  who  is  never  too  busy  to 
receive  and  confer  with  persons  who  send  in 
word  that  they  wish  to  make  suggestion  or 
complaint  of  the  service  anywhere.  In  the  de- 
livery-room and  in  Bates  Hall,  near  the  card 
catalog,  are  boxes  lettered  "Complaints  and 
suggestions  for  the  trustees."  All  communica- 
tions placed  in  these  are  not  merely  '  laid  be- 
fore' the  trustees,  but  are  read  in  full  to  the 
trustees,  are  duly  considered,  investigated, and, 
if  practicable,  the  suggestion  followed  or  the 
matter  of  grievance  remedied." 

The  first  half  of  the  series  of  mural  paintings 
of  M.  Puvis  de  Chavannes  were  placed  in  posi- 
sition  in  the  library  on  Oct.  10,  and  for  several 
successive  days  were  the  object  of  the  admira- 
tion of  many  visitors. 

On  Oct.  8  the  annual  meeting  of  the  library 
trustees  was  held  and  Hon.  F:  O.  Prince,  ex- 
mayor  of  Boston,  was  unanimously  elected 
president.  The  examining  board,  appointed  for 
1895,  was  increased  in  membership  over  previ- 
ous years,  owing  to  the  more  arduous  duties 
now  involved.  It  is  now  composed  of  Dr.  S:  A. 
Green,  librarian  of  the  Mass.  Historical  Society; 
State  Librarian  Caleb  T.  Tillinghast;  Professor 
Barrett  Wendell,  of  Harvard  ;  E.  H.  Clement, 
Dr.  Hasket  Derby,  C.  E.  Hellier,  Rev.  R.  J. 
Barry,  Dr.  G.  M.  Garland.  J.  J.  O'Callaghan, 
Sidney  Everett,  Azariah  Smith,  J.  E.  Hudson, 
Heloise  Hersey,  Mary  Morison,  Emma  Hutch- 
Ins,  and,  by  virtue  of  their  official  positions, 
F:  O.  Prince,  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  library,  and  Herbert  Putnam,  the  li- 
brarian. 

On  Oct.  20  a  report  was  submitted  by  the 
joint  committee  appointed  last  spring  by  the 
school  authorities  and  the  library  trustees  to 
confer  on  the  means  of  increasing  the  usefulness 
of  the  library  in  the  schools.  The  report  urges 
the  necessity  of  the  work  and  outlines  plans  for 
supplying  books  to  the  schools  for  the  use  of 
teachers  and  pupils  and  for  arranging  for  ref- 
erence use  of  the  library  by  pupils. 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  Handbook;  compiled 
by  Herbert  Small.  Bost.,  Curtis  &  Co.,  1895. 
11.  78+32  p.  D.  pap.,  loc. 
An  attractive  little  volume  of  interesting  and 
accurate  information  regarding  the  beautiful 
new  building  and  its  contents.  It  is  fully  illus- 
trated with  half-tone  cuts  made  from  photo- 
graphs of  all  parts  of  the  library  —  the  fa9ades, 
the  rooms,  and  the  chief  architectural  and  deco- 
rative details.  The  beauties  of  the  building  are 
described  with  accuracy  and  appreciation,  and 
the  compiler  evidently  combines  sound  artistic 
judgment  with  knowledge  of  his  subject.  A 
paper  on  "  The  architecture  of  the  library"  is 
contributed  by  C.  Howard  Walker,  and  "The 
significance  of  the  library  "  is  treated  by  Lind- 
say Swift. 

Bridgeport  (Ct.)  P.  L.  An  exhibition  of  ar- 
tistic posters  was  opened  in  the  art  gallery  of 
the  library  on  Nov.  9,  to  continue  during  the 
month. 

Cleveland,  O.  Case  L.  An  interesting  ex- 
hibition of  books  and  pictures  relating  to  the 
cathedrals  of  Europe  was  opened  in  the  library 
on  October  26.  All  the  cathedrals  of  England, 
and  the  most  notable  ones  of  France,  Germany, 
and  Italy  were  represented  by  descriptions  or 
illustrations. 

Clinton,  N.  Y.  Hamilton  College  L.  (From 
annual  catalog,  1895.)  Added  898  v.,  2499  pm. ; 
total  33,758  v.,  13,290  pm. 

"  The  library  is  open  every  college  week-day 
from  9  o'clock  to  12,  and  from  2  to  5.  Students 
are  allowed  free  access  to  the  alcoves.  Books 
from  the  reference  library,  and  those  reserved 
by  request  of  instructors  as  collateral  reading, 
may  be  drawn  only  at  the  close  of  the  library 
hours  and  must  be  returned  upon  the  opening 
of  the  library.  Other  books  may  be  retained, 
not  more  than  three  at  a  time,  for  two  weeks, 
and  may  then  be  drawn  anew  if  not  applied  for 
by  another. 

"  In  June,  1895,  a  third  annual  appropriation 
.was  made  of  $1000  for  the  immediate  purchase 
of  books.  With  these  three  sums  beginnings 
have  been  made  toward  meeting  some  of  the 
most  imperative  needs  of  the  departments  of 
instruction,  but  much  more  is  needed  to  make  a 
thorough  library  of  reference  and  research." 

Columbus  (0.)  P.  L.  Plans  have  been  ac- 
cepted for  the  construction  of  an  annex  to  the 
library  building.  The  new  building,  which  will 
be  connected  with  the  library  proper  by  a  gothic 
arch,  is  to  contain  a  general  reading-room 
102  x  30,  a  reference-room  26  x  30,  librarians' 
and  trustees'  room,  and  toilet-rooms.  It  will 
give  1800  square  feet  of  additional  book  space 
to  the  old  building,  and  will  place  reading  and 
reference  rooms  under  the  direct  oversight  of 
the  librarian. 

Dayton  (O.)  P.  L.  Mr.  E.  H.  Routzahn,  sec- 
retary of  the  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  has  made  in- 
struction in  the  use  of  the  city  library  a  feature 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  course.  By  short  talks  on 
the  subject,  visits  to  the  library,  and  questions 
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on  the  use  of  books  and  catalogs,  he  has  made 
the  boy  members  of  the  association  familiar  with 
its  use  and  helpfulness. 

Denver  (Col.)  City  L.  The  chamber  of  com- 
merce voted  on  October  20  to  offer  to  the  city 
the  entire  control  and  direction  of  the  city  li- 
brary. The  conditions  of  the  transfer  are  that 
there  shall  be  six  members  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, of  whom  three  shall  be  recommended 
by  the  chamber  of  commerce;  that  a  rental  of 
$1000  a  year  shall  be  paid  for  the  quarters  now 
occupied  by  the  library;  and  that  the  running 
expenses  be  met  by  the  city.  It  is  probable 
that  the  city  will  accept  the  offer. 

Evanston,  111.  Northwestern  Univ.  Garrett 
Institute,  of  Northwestern  University,  has  re- 
ceived the  notable  Jackson  collection  of  Metho- 
dist literature,  which  is  to  be  housed  in  the  me- 
morial hall  of  the  institute.  This  collection  is 
the  work  of  three  generations  of  the  Jackson 
family,  of  Southport,  England;  its  originator, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson,  having  been  one  of 
Wesley's  early  followers.  It  includes  about  5000 
books  and  mss.  relating  to  Wesleyan  biography 
and  the  history  of  Methodism. 

Hartford  (Ct.)  P.  L.  (57th  rpt.)  Added 
6012;  total  "  about  47,000."  Issued,  home  use 
207,685  (fict.  126,725;  juv.  fict.  45,238);  no  ac- 
count of  ref.  use  is  kept;  visitors  to  reading- 
room  59,498.  New  card-holders  2563;  total  reg- 
istration 13,624.  Books  repaired  or  rebound 
3201;  discarded  1052.  Receipts  $15,571.40;  ex- 
penses $15,903.91,  leaving  a  net  deficit  of 
$398.88. 

The  president  of  the  executive  committee 
says:  "When  the  free  library  project  was  first 
proposed,  it  was  enthusiastically  prophesied  of 
It  that  the  result  would  be  to  increase  its  an- 
nual circulation  from  its  then  figure  of  about 
28,000  to  a  little  upward  of  100,000.  One 
long-time  friend  of  the  library  in  the  course  of  a 
public  address,  in  the  exuberance  of  his  enthu- 
siasm, ventured  what  most  doubtless  regarded 
as  a  rash  prediction,  that  some  of  those  present 
would  live  to  see  the  day  when  1000  books 
would  be  drawn.  We  have  not  yet  lived  three 
years,  and  yet  we  have  seen  the  day  when  more 
than  1500  have  been  taken  out.  We  have  also 
seen  more  than  2000  charged  during  the  year 
just  closed.  This  record,  unprecedented,  we 
believe,  in  library  experience,  tells  its  own  story 
of  public  appreciation  and  usefulness." 

The  library  has  no  place  on  its  shelves  for  sensa- 
tional or  trashy  fiction,  or  for  that  which,  though 
of  a  distinctly  better  class,  is  characterized  by 
lightness  and  insipidity;  on  the  other  hand  it  en- 
deavors, as  far  as  possible,  to  furnish  liberally 
popular  »nd  meritorious  fiction.  "  The  pur- 
chase of  duplicates  of  this  last  class  has  been  ex- 
tensively resorted  to,  so  that  the  better  fiction  of 
the  last  two  or  three  years  is  represented  in 
very  many  instances  by  from  20  to  40  copies. 
'  Trilby  '  claims  the  largest  place,  with  42  cop- 
ies." 

A  music  department  has  been  inaugurated  by 
the  addition  of  about  150  v.  of  bound  sheet- 
music  for  circulation. 


Jersey  City  (N.  /.)  P.  L.  The  city  board  of 
finance  at  a  meeting  held  November  6  formally 
concurred  in  the  resolution  passed  by  the  library 
trustees  in  June  of  this  year,  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  a  suitable  site  for  a  new  library 
building.  The  site  will  be  paid  for  out  of  funds 
held  by  the  library  trustees,  who  for  the  past 
four  years  have  conducted  the  library  as  eco- 
nomically as  possible,  with  the  purpose  of  ac- 
cumulating a  building  fund.  It  is  unlikely  that 
any  further  strps  will  be  taken  until  Librarian 
Cole, who  is  now  seriously  ill  with  typhoid  fever, 
is  able  to  take  part  in  the  plans. 

Kennett  Square,  Pa .  Bayard  Taylor  Memorial 
L.  The  corner-stone  of  the  Bayard  Taylor  Me- 
morial Library  was  laid  on  the  afternoon  of 
October  27.  The  building  is  to  be  located  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  and  not  more  than  100 
yards  from  Taylor's  birthplace.  It  is  to  be 
about  35  x  50,  costing  from  $3000  to  $5000,  and 
built  of  stone  and  brick.  The  first  floor  will  be 
devoted  to  the  library,  reading-room,  and  mu- 
seum; the  second  to  a  lecture-hall.  The  build- 
ing is  erected  by  donation  and  subscription, and 
is  to  be  a  free  public  library. 

Madison,  Wis.  State  Hist.  Soc.  L.  The 
board  of  commissioners  for  erecting  the  new 
library  building,  who  engaged  Prof.  W:  R. 
Ware,  of  Columbia  College,  to  come  to  Madison 
and  study  and  report  on  the  plans  submitted  by 
the  competing  architects,  met  on  Nov.  13  to  con- 
sider Prof.  Ware's  report  and  the  plans  endorsed 
by  him.  Five  of  the  competitors  were  awarded 
prizes  of  $500  each,  and  final  choice  was  sus- 
pended between  two  plans,  the  architects  sub- 
mitting them  being  invited  to  enter  a  fresh  com- 
petition, confined  to  them  only. 

Milwaukee  (  Wis.}  P.  L.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  bids  for  the  work  on  the  new  library- 
museum  building  are  much  under  the  appropri- 
ation of  $500,000,  the  trustees  plan  to  devote  the 
surplus  to  decorative  purposes.  It  is  estimated 
that  about  $25,000  can  be  spent  in  this  way. 

Montpelier,  Vt.  Kellogg-Hubbard  L.  The 
new  Kellogg-Hubbard  Library  was  opened  for 
readers  early  in  October.  The  substantial  build- 
ing, designed  by  Mr.  Cutting,  of  Worcester, 
is  of  fine  granite,  and  is  situated  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  School  streets,  with  ample  space  on 
all  sides.  Inside  the  arrangement  of  rooms  is 
excellent,  allowing  for  an  increase  of  the  library 
to  the  number  of  50,000  volumes. 

The  library  is  in  charge  of  Miss  M.  E.  Ma- 
comber,  formerly  of  the  Montpelier  Public  Li- 
brary. 

New  York  F.  C.  L.  The  library  class  of 
the  N.  Y.  F.  C.  L.  began  a  new  year's  work  on 
Oct.  4,  1895.  In  addition  to  the  regular  course 
of  cataloging,  which  is  being  continued,  sev- 
eral new  features  have  been  introduced.  Miss 
Theresa  Hitchler,  the  cataloger  and  instructor 
of  the  class,  has  outlined  a  plan  of  study  and 
prepared  a  list  of  the  most  popular  authors  to 
be  taken  up,  beginning  with  those  of  the  pres- 
ent day  and  working  backward  ;  in  connection 
with  this  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  procure 
portraits  of  the  different  authors  as  they  come 
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up  for  discussion,  these  portraits  being  pasted  in 
a  book  to  add  to  the  library  "  museum."  The 
chief  librarian,  Mr.  Bostwick,  has  started,  also 
in  connection  with  the  library  class  work,  half- 
hour  talks  on  practical  science,  its  classifica- 
tion, etc. 

A  visitor's  book  has  lately  been  established, 
which  has  proved  an  interesting  item  in  the  li- 
brary's statistics. 

New  York  P.  L.  —  Astor,  Lenox,  and  Tilden 
Foundations.  The  property  of  the  three  corpo- 
rations that  now  make  up  the  new  consolidated 
library  has  nearly  all  been  turned  over  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and  the  consoli- 
dation is  practically  complete.  The  property 
of  the  Astor  Library,  about  $1,000,000,  and 
that  of  the  Lenox  Library,  about  $500,000,  in 
cash  and  securities,  are  in  the  treasurer's  hands. 
Of  the  property  of  the  Tilden  trust,  estimated 
at  $2.000,000,  about  $1,500,000  has  already 
been  paid  over.  The  remainder  will  be  trans- 
ferred as  soon  as  the  necessary  sales  shall  have 
been  made  by  the  executors  of  Mr.  Tilden's  will. 
This  will  give  the  new  library  an  endowment 
of  about  13,500,000.  The  books  in  the  three 
libraries  have  also  been  transferred  to  the  trus- 
tees. The  Astor  Library  comprises  about  265,- 
ooo  volumes,  the  Lenox  Library  about  80,000, 
and  the  Tilden  Library  about  15,000.  The  last 
have  been  removed  from  the  Tilden  house  to 
the  Lenox  Library,  and  are  being  cataloged. 

During  the  summer  the  work  of  transferring 
the  several  properties  has  been  in  progress. 
Two  meetings  of  the  trustees  have  been  held 
this  fall.  The  first  was  for  purposes  of  organi- 
zation. John  Bigelow  was  elected  president  of 
this  board,  George  L.  Rives,  secretary,  and  Ed- 
ward King,  treasurer.  At  the  second  meeting 
a  report  on  the  consolidation  of  the  properties 
was  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee, and  a  set  of  proposed  by-laws'  was  sub- 
mitted. 

The  most  important  question  remaining  to  be 
settled  is  that  of  a  site  and  building  for  the 
consolidated  library.  The  trustees  do  not  ex- 
pect to  dispose  of  it  for  six  months  or  more, 
and  have  not  formally  discussed  it  at  all  as  yet, 
though  they  have  individually  considered  the 
advantages  of  enlarging  and  altering  the  Lenox 
Library  so  as  to  house  the  entire  collection. 

New  York  City.  Criminal  Law  Lib.  A  col- 
ection  which  is  intended  to  be  the  first  public 
library  of  criminal  law  in  existence  in  this 
country  has  been  established  on  the  third  floor 
of  the  New  York  Criminal  Courts  building, 
where  a  reading-ro^m,  a  cataloging-room,  and 
a  librarian's  office  have  been  set  aside  for  the 
purpose.  Col.  Fellows,  the  district  attorney, 
has  supplied  the  nucleus  of  the  collection  by  the 
gift  of  his  private  law  library  of  2000  v. ,  and 
with  these  and  the  sum  of  $5000,  which  was  set 
aside  some  years  ago  for  this  purpose,  it  is 
probable  that  a  good  beginning  can  be  made  for 
a  useful  collection  of  books  on  criminal  law 
that  will  prove  most  valuable  to  the  lawyers 
and  judges  connected  with  the  courts,  several  of 
whom  have  shown  their  interest  by  substantial 
contributions. 


New  York  City.  Univ.  of  City  of  N.  Y. 
Ground  was  broken  for  the  new  library  and  ad- 
ministration building  on  the  beautiful  new  site 
of  the  University  on  Oct.  19.  On  this  day  also 
several  of  the  new  buildings,  the  hall  of  lan- 
guages, the  gymnasium,  the  laboratory  of 
chemistry,  and  the  Ohio  athletic  field  were 
formally  opened.  There  was  a  large  attendance 
and  speeches  were  delivered  by  Chancellor  An- 
son  Judd  Upson,  of  the  state  board  of  regents, 
Mayor  Strong,  President  Hill,  of  the  University 
of  Rochester,  President  Merrill,  of  Amherst, 
and  Chancellor  McCracken. 

The  new  library  building,  which  is  to  cost 
about  $250,000,  is  given  to  the  university  by  a 
friend  who  remains  anonymous,  as  has  already 
been  described  in  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  (L.  j. , 
June,  '95,  p.  205).  The  plans  call  for  a  struct- 
ure that  promises  to  rank  among  the  great  li- 
brary buildings  of  the  day,  and  that  will  ac- 
commodate a  million  volumes.  The  entrance 
will  be  from  the  college  campus  through  a  clas- 
sic portico  supported  by  six  columns,  each  col- 
umn about  30  feet  high,  and  richly  carved.  The 
main  entrance  to  the  basement  will  be  without 
steps  from  the  carriage  roads  which  lead  up 
from  Sedgwick  avenue,  one  on  the  north  and 
the  other  on  the  south  side  of  the  building. 
The  ground  falls  off  from  the  college  campus 
toward  Sedgwick  avenue  as  much  as  40  feet,  so 
that  the  large  hall  is  entirely  above  ground  ex- 
cept upon  one  side.  The  building  will  be  al- 
most circular  in  its  form,  with  galleries  around 
three- fourths  of  its  circumference.  Between 
this  great  auditorium,  or  commencement  hall, 
and  Sedgwick  avenue  a  terrace-like  semicircular 
extension  will  be  given  to  the  library  building, 
with  a  floor  about  six  feet  lower  than  the  floor  of 
the  commencement  hall.  Its  width  will  be  30 
feet,  and  its  length  about  225  feet.  Its  roof  will 
largely  consist  of  skylights,  but  it  will  have 
further  light  from  many  windows  placed  at  the 
upper  edge  of  the  outside  wall.  Upon  the  out- 
side edge  of  this  terrace  there  will  be  an  ambu- 
latorium  extending  toward  the  south  to  join  the 
hall  of  languages,  and  toward  the  north,  in  the 
same  way,  to  join  the  hall  of  philosophy,  which 
is  not  yet  begun,  but  which,  when  erected,  will 
be  an  exact  copy  of  the  hall  of  languages. 

On  the  right  hand  of  the  library  will  be  the 
entrance  to  the  facultv-room,  17  x  30  feet, 
with  a  lofty  ceiling.  On  the  left  hand  will 
be  the  administration  offices,  of  the  same 
extent  as  the  faculty-room.  Below  these  will 
be  spacious  rooms  connected  with  the  admin- 
istrative work,  while  above  them  the  entire 
floor  of  this  front  portion  will  be  devoted  to 
cataloging  and  other  work  connected  with  the 
librarv.  Surrounding  the  reading-room  of  the 
library  will  be  a  circular  corridor  which  may, 
if  desired,  be  thrown  into  alcoves.  The  al- 
coves will  be  26  in  number,  each  one  with  a 
ceiling  16  feet  high,  sufficient  to  admit  of  a  gal- 
lery to  be  occupied  by  book-stacks.  The  upper 
alcoves  will  receive  light  from  the  roof  ;.  the 
lower  alcoves  will  each  have  a  large  window. 

The  present  plan  contemplates  giving  to  each 
department  at  least  one  alcove,  so  that  the 
head  of  a  department  may  carry  on  seminary 
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work  around  tables  placed  upon  the  alcove  floor. 
The  number  of  departments  into  which  the 
university  work  is  divided  can  be  at  all  times, 
perhaps,  limited  to  not  more  than  20.  Besides 
the  26  alcoves  there  will  also  be  a  large  room 
provided  for  book-stacks,  accommodating  books 
that  are  but  little  called  for.  The  great  audi- 
torium underneath  the  library  is  so  planned  that 
when,  in  the  future,  the  books  increase,  the  en- 
tire space  may  be  taken  for  stacks.  In  this  way 
the  university  officers  are  looking  100  years 
ahead  as  to  library  accommodation.  Even  the 
museum  might  be  turned  into  a  stack-room  for 
books  by  providing  for  the  museum  elsewhere. 
Elevators  are  inserted  in  such  a  way  that  books 
may  be  carried,  as  soon  as  taken  out  of  the 
boxes  in  the  basement,  to  the  cataloging-room, 
and  conveyed  easily  to  the  various  alcoves. 
The  librarian  will  have  convenient  quarters  im- 
mediately at  the  entrance  from  the  lobby  into 
the  library. 

Nebraska.  "Library  day"  October  21  was 
set  aside  as  "Library  day"  in  Nebraska  this 
year,  and  was  observed  throughout  the  state  by 
appropriate  exercises  and  addresses  in  the 
schools  and  by  gifts  of  books  from  parents  and 
pupils  for  the  little  school  libraries.  In  Omaha, 
with  its  excellent  city  library,  the  celebration 
was  unnecessary  and  not  general  ;  but  in  the 
rural  districts  it  has  been  found  most  useful. 

Norwich,  Ct.  Otis  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  1344; 
total  18,286.  Issued,  home  use  97,562  (net. 
55.07  ;  juv.  fict.  20.48).  New  registration  1042  ; 
total  registration  4748.  Receipts  $6872.83  ;  ex- 
penses, $6595.96. 

This  is  the  first  formal  printed  report  ever 
issued  by  the  library,  and  in  opening  it  the  pres- 
ident of  the  board  of  trustees  summarizes  the 
history  and  present  state  of  the  library.  There 
is  pressing  need  of  a  larger  appropriation,  and, 
as  the  town  fund  is  devoted  entirely  to  current 
administrative  expenses,  a  considerable  addition 
to  the  book  fund  is  an  urgent  necessity. 

Librarian  Trumbull  speaks  of  the  needofshelf- 
room  for  government  publications,  which  are 
now  stored  in  the  basement  "  as  well  as  very  un- 
favorable circumstances  will  permit."  There  has 
been  a  constant  increase  in  the  use  of  French 
and  German  books,  and  a  decrease  of  two  per 
cent,  in  the  reading  of  juvenile  fiction. 

"  The  liberal  policy  in  the  administration  of 
the  library,  which  the  trustees  have  uniformly 
sanctioned  and  encouraged,  has  done  much  to 
increase  the  usefulness  of  the  institution.  To 
explain  this  statement  more  fully  it  should  be 
added  that  our  library  opened  in  June,  1893, 
with  the  following  privileges,  which  are  not 
uniformly  deemed  expedient  in  library  adminis- 
tration :  Free  access  to  all  books  in  the  reading- 
room  ;  free  access  to  the  shelves  in  the  circulat- 
ing department  for  the  selection  of  all  books 
except  fiction  ;  shelves  in  the  waiting-room 
constantly  filled  with  books  of  all  kinds  to  be 
selected  by  readers.  To  these  privileges  have 
since  been  added  'two-book'  cards,  the  re- 
moval of  the  age  limit,  allowing  children  of  any 
age  who  are  properly  authorized,  the  full  priv- 


ileges of  the  library,  and  the  privilege  to  school- 
teachers of  retaining  six  books  at  a  time  for 
four  weeks  without  renewal,  if  needed  for 
school  use." 

"The  practice  of  posting  on  the  walls  and  at 
the  catalog  table  lists  of  books  recently  added 
has  been  continued.  Attention  is  being  given 
to  the  reading  of  fiction  as  a  study  by  placing 
lists  of  novels  in  the  library,  with  the  best  crit- 
ical notices  obtainable,  at  the  catalog  table. 
The  plan  of  the  card  catalog  also  includes  lists 
of  historical  novels,  sea  stories,  fairy-tales,  and 
other  classes  of  fiction,  briefly  annotated,  as 
far  as  possible,  for  the  assistance  of  readers." 

Ohio  Weshyan  Univ.,  Delaware.  On  Oct.  14 
ground  was  broken  for  the  beautiful  new  library 
building  for  which  $50,000  was  presented  to  the 
university  by  Dr.  C:  E.  Slocum,  of  Defiance,  O. 
The  building  is  to  be  a  classic  stooe  structure, 
115  x  125  ;  a  wing  on  the  right,  39  x  51  feet,  will 
form  the  six-story  stack-room,  of  a  book  ca- 
pacity of  175,000  v.  The  classic  outline  of  the 
building  is  rigidly  preserved,  while  the  treat- 
ment is  plain  and  simple.  The  main  entrance  is 
covered  with  a  Greek  portico  supported  by 
Roman  doric  columns,  while  the  imposing  dome 
presents  pilasters  and  Corinthian  capitals,  and 
is  supported  by  coffered  arches  resting  on  mas- 
sive marble  columns.  The  interior  light-well 
over  the  reading-room,  20  feel  wide  and  60 
feet  long,  extending  from  the  don'.e,  will  be 
covered  by  a  beam  ceiling  with  panels  of  glass, 
each  to  rest  in  a  medallion ;  the  reading-room  itself 
will  be  80  x  100  feet.  The  building  will  be  fire- 
proof throughout,  the  floors,  ceilings,  and  roof 
supported  by  structural  steel  work.  The  heat- 
ing and  ventilating  will  be  by  indirect  steam, 
with  a  fan-blower  so  arranged  as  to  change  the 
air  in  the  building  every  15  minutes.  The  first 
floor  will  be  entirely  above  ground,  with  a  ceil- 
ing 12  feet  high.  On  this  floor  is  located  the 
boiler-room,  men's  and  women's  cloak,  toilet, 
reception,  and  bindery  rooms,  a  large  room  for 
the  museum  of  all  religions  and  a  semicircular 
lecture-room,  30  x  60,  to  be  used  by  professors 
of  bibliology,  history,  and  English  literature. 
The  second  floor  will  have  a  16-foot  ceiling,  a 
dome  20  feet  in  diameter,  and  a  light-well  20x60 
feet  and  30  feet  high.  On  this  floor  is  the  libra- 
rian's room  and  the  catalog- room,  20x60.  The 
librarian's  room  is  adjacent  to  the  delivery-desks, 
and  by  means  of  glass  partitions  commands  a 
view  of  the  entire  reading-room  of  60 x  100  feet. 
The  windows  are  eight  feet  from  the  floor, 
and  the  room  will  accommodate  350  students. 
The  third  floor  is  given  to  seminar-rocms  for 
specialized  work  —  history,  philosophy,  socio- 
logy, political  science,  pedagogy,  modern  and 
ancient  languages,  English  literature.  The 
seminar  rooms  in  the  library  open  into  an  interior 
gallery  about  the  light-well,  surrounded  by  a 
bronze  rail.  By  means  of  plate  glass  all  the  '• 
rooms  will  be  open  to  the  view  of  the  assistant 
librarian  without  disturbance  of  any  kind. 

The  building  is  considered  one  of  the  model 
college  buildings  in  this  country,  the  plans  be- 
ing selected  after  a  tour  of  inspection  among  the 
leading  library  buildings  of  the  United  States 
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and  Canada,  and  after  outline  studies  of  the  de- 
sign had  been  submitted  to  prominent  librarians 
for  selection  and  criticism. 

Philadelphia  F.  L.  On  Nov.  8  the  common 
council  passed  the  ordinance  recently  submitted 
to  it,  authorizing  the  transfer  of  the  Public 
Library  and  its  branches  from  the  control  of  the 
board  of  education  to  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia.  The  or- 
dinance goes  into  effect  Jan.  I,  1896.  This 
means  the  consolidation  and  co-operative  ad- 
ministration of  the  two  central  free  libraries  and 
their  various  branches,  as  has  been  already  de- 
scribed in  the  L.  j.  (Oct.,  p,  347),  and  should 
prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  library  inter- 
ests of  Philadelphia.  The  new  ordinance  was 
amended  by  the  council  to  provide  that  the  con- 
solidated library  "  shall  maintain  as  many  branch 
libraries,  not  less  than  eight,  as  the  needs  of 
the  community  and  the  funds  available  may 
permit."  The  offer  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
trustees,  presenting  their  library  to  the  city  on 
certain  conditions  previously  noted  (L.  j.,  Oct., 
P-  359).  nas  not  7et  been  officially  accepted. 

Philadelphia  P.  Lt.  Branch  no.  6  of  the 
Philadelphia  Public  Libraries  was  opened  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  14,  in  Vernon  Hall,  Main 
street  and  Chelton  avenue,  Germantown.  The 
branch  starts  work  with  4000  v. ;  Frank  Heck- 
man  is  librarian. 

Putnam  (Ct.)  P.  L.  Additions  not  given;  total 
1225.  Issued  10,117;  no.  borrowers  671. 

A  catalog  of  the  library  has  been  completed, 
and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 

Quincy  (III.)  P.  L.  On  Oct.  5  the  library 
board  authorized  the  issue  of  teachers'  cards  on 
which  10  books  may  be  drawn  for  school  woik. 

Reading  (Pa.)  L.  Co,  For  some  months  since 
a  movement  for  a  free  public  library  has  been 
pending  in  this  city,  and  on  Oct.  21  this  received 
a  notable  impetus  in  the  offer  of  the  Reading  Li- 
brary Company  to  give  to  the  city  its  building, 
known  as  Library  hall  and  valued  at  $18,000. 
and  :the  books  contained  therein,  on  the  sole 
condition  that  the  city  establish  a  free  library 
and  provide  for  its  support.  The  acceptance  of 
this  offer  will  give  to  Reading  the  nucleus  of  a 
considerable  library. 

Richmond  (J^y.)  P.  L.  The  new  public  library 
was  dedicated  on  the  evening  of  October  IQ. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  Reynolds  L.  The  library 
committee  has  issued  a  report  summing  up  the 
changes  effected  by  the  recent  removal  of  the 
library  and  describing  its  new  quarters,  which 
have  already  been  noted  in  these  columns.  In 
reviewing  the  growth  of  the  library  within  re- 
cent years,  they  say: 

"  During  the  past  10  years  the  growth  of  the 
library  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired  by  its 
most  sanguine  friends.  From  an  unorganized 
mass  of  about  8000  books,  it  has  steadily  in- 
creased until  it  has  now  on  its  shelves  more  than 
31 ,000  volumes.  The  various  departments  have 
been  organized  in  accordance  with  the  most  ap- 


proved and  recent  methods  of  library  economy. 
Its  staff  of  administration  is  at  present  sufficient 
to  meet  all  the  wants  of  readers.  The  attend- 
ance in  the  reference-room  has  gradually  in- 
creased until  the  annual  average  now  reaches 
between  35,000  and  40,000  persons.  Besides 
the  attention  paid  to  individual  readers  it  has 
established  more  or  less  organized  relations  with 
a  large  number  of  societies,  clubs,  and  classes, 
pursuing  special  lines  of  literary  and  scientific 
work.  These  organizations  are  invited  to  reg- 
ister with  the  reference  librarian,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  resources  of  the  library  will 
be  devoted  so  far  as  possible  and  without  in- 
fringing upon  the  wants  of  other  readers,  to 
satisfy  their  literary  needs." 

San  Diego  (Cal.)  P.  L.  (Rpt.)  Added  2478; 
total  12,315.  Issued,  home  use  69,313;  lib.  use 
8389  (fict.  65  %).  No  record  of  reading-room 
use  is  kept.  New  registration  2663.  Receipts 
$8176.42;  expenses  $8107.29. 

"  There  is  now  very  little  uncataloged   mat- 
ter in  the  library,  probably  not  over  100  volumes. 
Since  August  the  corps  has  cataloged  1000  vol- 
umes of  new   books  and   recataloged  2500  vol 
umes  by  the  Dewey  system." 

The  circulation  shows  a  gain  of  10,000  v.  over 
any  previous  year,  and  even  this  gain  Miss 
Younkin  thinks  has  been  lessened  by  reclassifi- 
cation  and  lack  of  adequate  catalogs,  draw- 
backs which  are  now  happily  at  an  end. 

Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  Central  L.  (Rpt.)  Owing 
to  the  confusion  of  moving  to  the  new  building 
the  report  for  '94  was  never  presented,  the 
present  report  covering  the  two  years  ending 
June  30,  1895.  Added  1894,  2296;  1895,  1993. 
Total  (estimated)  27,000+.  Issued  1894,50,659; 
1895  (six  months  only)  44,585. 

"  The  work  of  moving  the  library  to  a  new 
place  made  it  necessary  to  suspend  the  giving 
out  of  books,  and  the  work  of  recataloging 
continued  that  necessity  for  five  months.  The 
library  was  open,  therefore,  but  177  days  during 
the  past  year.  But  during  the  seven  months  of 
circulation  of  books  nearly  as  many  were  given 
out  as  during  the  previous  year. 

"  This  increase  is  due  probably  in  some  de- 
gree to  the  large  number  of  books  added  in  1894, 
somewhat  to  the  closing  of  the  library  for  five 
months  and  the  sharpening  of  the  popular  appe- 
tite for  reading,  somewhat  to  the  interest  in 
the  new  building  and  the  novelty  of  the  change, 
and  more  than  all,  perhaps,  to  the  much  greater 
convenience  of  the  new  location.  The  conven- 
ience of  location  is  the  great  benefit  which 
comes  from  the  change  of  place.  It  is  near  the 
centre  of  the  city,  convenient  to  the  street  rail- 
ways, in  a  pleasant  neighborhood  ,and  with  agree 
able  surroundings. 

"  The  department  of  local  and  family  history 
is  becoming  of  such  importance  as  to  attract  the 
attention  of  students  from  other  parts  of  the 
state  as  well  as  from  our  own  city." 

The  recataloging  of  the  library  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted. 

University  of  Virginia,  Charlotte sville.  The 
library  of  the  university  was  seriously  dam- 
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aged  by  the  fire  which  destroyed  the  greater 
portion  of  the  buildings  on  Oct.  27.  The  larger 
part  of  the  library  was  saved  from  the  flames 
in  a  damaged  condition,  but  a  considerable  part 
of  it  was  destroyed. 

Washington,  D.  C.  Congressional  L.  The 
moving  of  books  to  the  new  Library  of  Con- 
gress was  begun  on  Oct.  18,  and  a  quantity  of 
old  and  unused  documents  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  building.  A  large  room, 
220  x  35,  in  the  basement  of  the  new  library 
has  been  put  at  Mr.  Spofford's  disposal,  and  to 
this  he  proposes  to  transfer  about  100,000  v., 
or  one-seventh  of  the  contents  of  the  library; 
naturally  the  material  taken  first  will  be  chiefly 
old  reports,  duplicate  volumes,  and  other  publi- 
cations of  no  immediate  usefulness.  It  has  not 
yet  been  fully  decided  what  means  shall  be 
used  for  the  removal  of  the  bulk  of  the  collec- 
tion, but  there  is  little  doubt  that  a  temporary 
elevated  railway  running  from  ihe  capitol  to 
the  main  floor  of  the  new  building  will  be  erected 
for  the  purpose.  On  this  will  run  small  electric 
cars,  packed  with  books.  The  ftrst  plan,  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Bernard  Green,  of  using  the  tun- 
nel which  connects  the  library  building  with  the 
capitol  had  to  be  abandoned.  This  tunnel  is  a 
brick-lined  conduit,  through  which  runs  an  elec- 
tric car,  and  while  it  would  serve  to  convey  the 
volumes  they  would  have  to  be  lowered  into  it 
at  one  end  and  lifted  out  at  the  other,  at  the 
cost  of  much  unnecessary  time  and  labor.  The 
present  removalof  the  books  is  only  preliminary, 
however,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  the  entire  col- 
lection will  be  transferred  until  1897. 

The  various  works  of  art  intended  to  deco- 
rate the  new  building  are  coming  in  slowly.  Be- 
sides the  nine  granite  statues  for  the  western 
front  of  the  building,  there  are  now  here  three 
of  the  emblematic  statues  of  heroic  size  for  the 
great  central  reading-room.  Theseare"  Histo- 
ry," by  Charles  H.  French;  "Science,"  by  John 
Donoghue;  and  "  Philosophy,"  by  B.  L.  Pratt. 
There  have  also  been  received  two  of  the  life- 
size  bronze  statues  for  the  reading-room,  one  of 
Gibbon,  representing  History,  and  one  of  Chan- 
cellor Kent,  representing  Law.  The  large  fresco 
painting  by  Blashfield,  of  New  York,  on  the  inner 
ceiling  of  the  dome  is  in  progress.  It  represents 
the  advance  of  letters,  art,  and  science.  Other 
designs  for  mural  paintings  in  the  art  gallery, 
museum,  halls,  and  corridors  are  far  advanced. 

The  congressional  reading-room  in  the  west 
front  is  now  being  finished  off  with  dark  oak 
panellings,  and  the  two  great  mantels  of  polished 
Siena  marble  have  a  fine  effect.  The  ceiling  Is 
to  be  illuminated  by  seven  designs  in  panels  by 
the  artist  Gutherz,  now  in  Paris. 

Wisconsin  L.  Commission.  On  Oct.  24  Gov. 
Upham  completed  the  appointments  on  the 
state  library  commission  by  nominating  Miss 
Lutie  E.  Stearns,  of  the  Milwaukee  Public  Li- 
brary, and  F.  A.  Hutchins,  of  the  state  school 
superintendent's  office,  as  members.  The  other 
members  of  the  commission  are  State  Superin- 
tendent Emery,  President  C:  K.  Adams,  of  the 
State  University,  and  R.  G.  Thwaites,  of  the 
State  Historical  Society. 


FOREIGN. 

DOUGLAS,  Eva.  A  first  day  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum reading-room.  (In  Outlook,  Oct.  26, 
p.  664-6.) 

An  interesting  sketch  of  personal  experience, 
describing  with  some  enthusiasm  the  facilities 
and  workings  of  the  British  Museum. 

Edinburgh,  Scotland.  Smoking-rooms  have 
been  opened  in  several  of  the  Edinburgh  public 
libraries,  and  so  far  have  proved  a  satisfactory 
innovation. 

Nottingham  (Eng.)  F.  Ls.  (Rpt.)  Added 
3690 ;  total  78,788,  distributed  among  the  cen- 
tral lending  library,  the  reference  library,  and 
the  13  branch  libraries.  Issued  427,716  (61,276 
from  the  ref.  L),  of  which  61.53  %  was  fiction  ; 
turnover  of  stock  5.4  ;  new  registration  3798  ; 
attendance  at  libraries  2,181,381. 

"  As  books  are  added  to  stock  they  are  im- 
mediately cataloged,  and  either  lists  or  the 
books  displayed  to  the  public,  thus  making 
them  accessible  on  the  day  they  are  added  to  the 
libraries.  The  preparation  of  the  subject  card 
catalog  in  the  reference  library  is  being  pro- 
ceeded with.  During  the  year  several  classes 
in  the  central  lending  library  have  been  care- 
fully examined,  and  special  grants  made  by  the 
committee  to  bring  them  abreast  of  the  times, 
with  the  view  of  special  class  lists  being  pre- 
pared for  sale  at  a  nominal  price.  Science  has 
been  completed,  cataloged,  and  a  class-list 
issued  in  August.  The  fine,  useful,  and  recre- 
ative arts  lists  are  in  hand,  and  will  soon  be 
printed. 

"  The  fifth  season's  series  of  23  '  lecturettes,' 
delivered  in  the  branch  reading-rooms,  were 
highly  appreciated  by  those  who  sought  guidance 
in  their  reading." 

PRACTICAL  NOTES. 

THE  TOP  SHELF  PROBLEM.  — Miss  Hannah  P. 
Jairfes,  of  the  Osterhout  Free  Library,  writes  : 
"  We  have  lately  solved  the  problem  of  the  top 
shelf,  which  has  always  been  just  beyond  comfort- 
able reaching  distance,  by  getting  a  hassock  to 
place  between  each  stack.  We  found  a  strong, 
well-made  hassock,  with  a  wooden-framed  bot- 
tom, board  ends  and  top,  covered  with  Brussels 
carpeting,  for  29  cents,  at  one  of  our  local  shops. 
The  top  shelf  has  lost  its  terrors  for  us,  and  the 
hassock  is  quite  as  comfortable  for  the  lowest 
shelves  also." 


(E>ifts  nub  Bcqncsts. 


Rochester  (Minn.)  P.  Z.  The  library  board  on 
November  4  accepted  a  gift  of  $5000  from  Col. 
George  Healy,  of  that  city,  presented  on  the  con- 
ditions "  that  no  literary  work  or  book  of  any 
kind  be  excluded  from  the  public  library  on  ac- 
count of  its  religious  teachings,  provided  the 
books  are  not  immoral;  and  secondly,  that  all 
books  purchased  shall  be  added  to  and  make  a 
part  of  the  public  library,  to  be  managed  and 
controlled  by  this  or  future  board  rules." 
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librarians. 


ALLAN,  Miss  Blanche  A.,  who  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Omaha  Public  Library  for  the 
past  10  years,  has  resigned  to  accept^a  position 
with  a  local  book-dealer. 

COLE,  George  Watson,  librarian  of  the  Jersey 
City  (N.  J.)  Public  Library  and  secretary  of  the 
A.  L.  A.,  is  seriously  ill  with  typhoid  fever.  At 
the  recent  meeting  of  the  executive  board  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  Mr.  Cole's  resignation  was  tendered 
on  that  account;  it  was  not  accepted,  however, 
Mr.  Anderson,  of  the  Carnegie  Library,  Pitts- 
burgh, being  elected  acting  treasurer  until  such 
tfme  as  Mr.  Cole  should  be  able  to  resume  his 
duties,. 

DAVIS,  Miss  Eleanor  E.,  formerly  assistant 
librarian  of  the  Piainfield  (N.  J.)  Public  Library, 
has  accepted  the  position  of  librarian  of  the 
Buffalo  Catholic  Institute. 

JOBS,  Miss  Mary  K.,  a  graduate  of  the  class 
of  '95  of  the  Pratt  Library  School,  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  librarian  at  the  Piainfield 
(N.  J.)  Public  Library,  in  place  of  Miss  Eleanor 
E.  Davie,  resigned. 

LOOMIS,  Mrs.  Mary  W.,  was  on  October  4  ap- 
pointed assistant  librarian  of  the  University  of 
Michigan, succeeding  Anderson  H.  Hopkins,  who 
resigned  the  position  some  time  since  to  be- 
come assistant  librarian  of  the  John  Crerar  Li- 
brary. Mrs.  Loomis  comes  to  her  new  duties 
after  ample  preparation.  She  was  formerly  a 
student  in  the  literary  department  of  the  uni- 
versity. In  1879  she  graduated  from  Lenox 
College,  Iowa,  with  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
arts,  receiving  her  master's  degree  from  the 
same  institution  in  1889.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
the  N.  Y.  State  Library  School  (class  of  1890), 
and  has  had  seven  years'  experience  in  library 
work,  serving  one  year  as  secretary  of  the  Iowa 
State  Library  Society. 

MORISON,  Hew,  librarian  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  presented  to 
that  city  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  was  one  of  those 
present  at  the  dedication  of  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary of  Pittsburgh,  having  come  from  Scotland 
to  attend  the  ceremonies.  He  has  visited  the 
chief  libraries  of  Buffalo,  Toronto,  Detroit, 
and  Chicago,  and  intends  to  inspect  the  leading 
American  libraries  before  returning  to  Edin- 
burgh in  December. 


Cataloging  anb   (Classification. 


BROOKLINE  (Mass.)  P.    L.     Catalogue   of   the 

music  library.     16  p.  S. 

A  classed  list  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music 
covers  seven  pages;  the  others  are  devoted  to 
books  relating  to  the  history  and  theory  of 
music,  to  musical  biography  and  musical  novels. 

CATALOGUE  genferal  des  manuscrits  des  biblio- 
theques  publiques  de  France.  Departements. 
tome  28:  Avignon,  par  L.  H.  Labande,  v.  2. 


Paris,  Plon,  Nourrit  &  Cie.,  1895.    835  p.  8°. 

i8fr. 

CHIVERS'S  "  New  book  list,"  of  which  the  first 
number,  covering  the  month  ending  Sept.  30, 
has  just  reached  us,  is  a  decided  novelty  in  the 
catalog  line.  It  is  compiled  and  arranged  by 
Mr.  Cedric  Chivers,  the  English  provider  of  li- 
brary supplies,  and  is  published  by  the  London 
Library  Bureau,  10  Bloomsbury  street,  London. 
It  consists  of  an  alphabetic  author  list,  giving 
size,  price,  publisher,  etc.,  printed  in  clear 
catalog  type  on  alternate  pages,  so  as  to  be 
available  for  cutting  and  pasting.  On  two  cen- 
tral pages,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  cover 
pages  —  which  are  arranged  to  fold  over  the 
book  —  are  a  full  subject  and  title  index  and 
an  alphabetic  list  of  publishers.  The  catalog 
is  so  ingeniously  arranged  that  when  opened 
and  the  covers  unfolded  the  three  separate  lists 
are  brought  comprehensively  before  the  eye, 
while  by  the  device  of  numbering  each  main 
entry  and  repeating  these  numbers  in  the  title- 
and-subject  and  publishers  list,  it  is  possible  to 
find  a  given  book  with  the  least  possible  ex- 
penditure of  time.  The  ' '  New  book  list "  is  cer- 
tainly ingenious ,  and  it  should  prove  of  practical 
use  as  a  guide  to  current  English  publications. 

CUTTER,  C:  A.,  intends  to  reprint  the  com- 
bined index  to  the  first  six  classifications  of  his 
Expansive  Classification.  He  will  be  much 
obliged  to  all  persons  who  will  send  him  notes 
of  mistakes  and  deficiencies  in  that  index. 

ENOCH  PRATT  F.  L.,  Baltimore.  Bulletin,  Oc- 
tober i,  1895:  Additions  to  the  central  library, 
p.  64-98.  O. 

Pp-  97-98  contain  a  "  Reading-list  of  biogra- 
phies of  English  authors." 

ESSEX  INSTITUTE,  Salem,  Mass,  Special  catalog 
no.  i:  Books  on  China.  1895.  20  p.  1.  O. 
"  The  collection  of  books  on  China  now  in 
the  library  was  made  by  a  member  of  the  In- 
stitute with  the  view  of  confining  it  to  works  in 
the  English  language  descriptive  of  the  Chinese 
empire  and  its  people.  Although  it  has  out- 
grown its  original  scope,  it  is  far  from  being 
complete  in  any  branch,  and  is  to  be  considered 
as  a  nucleus  for  a  more  extensive  library  on 
China  and  the  Chinese."  The  list  is  closely 
classified  and  bears  a  distinct  resemblance  to 
the  excellent  reading-lists  of  the  Salem  P.  L. , 
owing  probably  to  the  fact  that  it  was  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  G.  M.  Jones.  The 
collection  may  be  consulted  by  any  user  of  the 
public  library  presenting  a  request-card  signed 
by  the  librarian. 

FOSTER'S  MONTHLY  REFERENCE  LIST  (Provi- 
dence P.  L.  Bulletin)  for  October  is  a  careful 
and  interesting  bibliography  of  Canada.  One  of 
the  valuable  features  of  the  Bulletin  is  the  "  In- 
dex to  other  reference-lists  "  which  covers,  from 
month  to  month,  the  topical  lists  published  by 
other  libraries. 

OTTO  HARRASSOWITZ,  the  Leipzig  bookseller, 
has  issued  a  catalog  of  "  Grammatiken,  lexica, 
und  chrestomathien  von  fast  alien  spracheo  der 
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erde,"  which  although  a  sales  list,  may  almost 
rank  among  bibliographies.  It  gives  a  list  of 
over  3000  dictionaries  and  grammars,  as  the 
title  indicates,  in  "  almost  all  the  languages  of 
the  world,"  and  is  the  most  important  list  of  the 
kind  since  the  issue  of  Trilbner's  "  Catalogue  of 
dictionaries"  in  1882.  A  subject  index  is  ap- 
pended. 

HARTFORD  (Ct.)  P.  L.   Bulletin,  October,  1895. 

44  p.  O. 

Besides  the  usual  list  of  additions,  continues 
the  classed  list  of  books  on  "  Sociology,  politi- 
cal economy,  etc.,"  that  has  been  suspended 
since  the  issue  of  the  April  Bulletin. 

OTIS  LIBRARY  BULLETIN,  published  by  the 
Otis  Library,  of  Norwich,  Ct.,  contains  in  its 
November  issue  a  short  list  of  books  relating  to 
Burgoyne's  campaign.  The  October  number 
continues  the  "  List  of  American  historical 
novels,"  and  has  rather  a  novel  departure  —  a 
"  List  of  books  which  appear  in  the  catalog,  but 
which  are  not  now  in  the  library." 

The  PORTLAND  (Ore.)  P.  L.  gives  in  the  Oc- 
tober number  of  Our  Library  "  Oregon  check- 
list no.  2,"  listing  books  and  pamphlets  re- 
lating to  the  state;  titles  not  in  the  possession 
of  the  library  are  marked  "  wanted";  others  are 
distinguished  as  for  circulation  or  reference. 

RAILROAD  MEN'S  L.  (Y.  M.  C.  A.),  New  York. 

Catalogue  of  the  library:  Supplement,  1895. 

22  p.  O. 

A  simple  dictionary  finding-list;  six  pages  are 
devoted  to  books  relating  to  railroads. 

•  The  REGENTS'  BULLETIN  (U.  S.  N.  Y.),no.  32, 
which  is  devoted  to  the  papers  and  proceedings 
of  the  annual  university  convocation  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  held  this  year  on  June  27-29, 
contains  a  six-page  list  of  "  references  on  con- 
vocation topics,"  covering  magazine  and  peri- 
odical articles  on  "  Methods  of  English,"  "  An- 
cient or  modern  language,"  "  Methods  of  college 
training,"  etc. 

SAN  DIEGO  (Cal.)  F.  P.  L.     Finding-list.     1895. 

222  p.  O. 

Title-a-liner,  consisting  of  author-and-title 
list,  subject-list  arranged  according  to  the  D.  C., 
biography,  author-and-title  fiction  list,  and  index 
to  subjects.  Well  printed  on  white  paper.  Ju- 
venile books  are  indicated  by  a  dagger  prefixed 
to  the  call-number,  and  by  this  means  "an 
effort  has  been  made  to  indicate  a  course  of 
study  to  those  who  are  deprived  of  school  ad- 
vantages, also  to  select  novels  for  boys  and  girls 
who  are  outgrowing  children's  books." 

SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.     Class-list  no.  I  :   Fiction. 

Salem,  August,  1895.     146  p.  O.     10  c. 

"  This  class-list  is  a  consolidation  of  all  the  fic- 
tion part  of  all  previously  published  catalogs, 
and  contains  all  the  English  and  French  fiction 
in  the  library  to  August  I,  1895."  It  consists 
of  separate  author-  and  title-lists  of  English 
fiction  ;  an  admirable  classed  list  of  "  Historical 
fiction,"  arranged  chronologically  under  coun- 


tries ;  and  separate  author-and-title  lists  of 
French  fiction.  Books  for  young  people  are 
designated  by  the  usual/,  and  in  cases  where  the 
title  of  an  historical  novel  is  not  sufficiently 
descriptive,  brief  explanatory  annotations  are 
appended.  Books  in  series  are  arranged  in  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  read.  The  list  is 
well  printed  on  manila  paper,  and  is  a  thor- 
oughly creditable  piece  of  work. 

The  SALEM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  for  Oc- 
tober has  a  "  Business  man's  list,"  covering 
books  in  the  various  departments  of  commerce, 
and  a  list  on  the  "  History  and  criticism  of 
fiction." 

The  SPRINGFIELD  (Mass.)  L.  BULLETIN  for  Oc- 
tober has  a  list  of  the  books  by  Agnes  Repplier 
contained  in  the  library,  with  a  short  "appre- 
ciation" of  Miss  Repplier's  work. 

THE  July  and  August  numbers  of  the  excellent 
"  Catalogue  of  U.  S.  public  documents,"  issued 
monthly  by  the  superintendent  of  documents, 
have  now  appeared,  and  bring  these  valuable 
lists  quite  closely  up  to  date.  In  the  July 
number  is  a  most  useful  article  on  "  Where  doc- 
uments are  obtainable,"  describing  where  and 
how  to  procure  the  publications  of  the  various 
government  departments  and  bureaus. 

WALTHAM  (Mass.)  P.  L.  BULLETIN  no.  9  (Oc- 
tober, 1895)  contains  a  "special  list"  of  books 
upon  electricity,  and  a  short  list  (10  titles)  of 
books  on  "  Nursing." 

CHANGED  TITLES. 

"  THE  two  castaways;  or,  adventures  in  Pata- 
gonia," by  Sally  Florence  Dixie,  New  York: 
E.  P.  Dutton  [no  date],  is  the  same  as  "  The 
young  castaways;  or,  the  child-hunters  in  Pata- 
gonia," New  York:  Whittaker  [1890?].  The 
text  of  the  two  books  agree  line  for  line.  Dut- 
ton's  edition  omits  preface,  dedication,  list  of 
illustrations  and  contents,  and  some  of  the  illus- 
trations, and  also  the  name  of  the  printer.  — 
JOHN  EDMANDS. 

FULL  NAMES. 

Davies,  Arthur  Mercer  (Handbook  of  hy- 
giene); 

Gilbert,  Adelbert  Lorenzo  (Manual  of  business 
bookkeeping). 

AGNES  VAN  VALKENBURGH. 

Thi  following  are  tuff  lied  ly  Harvard  College  Library. 

Bullock,  C:  Jesse  (The  finances  of  the  U.  S. 
from  1775  to  1789); 

Busey,  S :  Clagett  ( Personal  reminiscences  and 
recollections,  etc.); 

Dixon,  Theron  Soliman  Eugene  (Francis 
Bacon  and  his  Shakespeare); 

Harrington,  C:  Loammi  (Arithmetic  for 
schools.  By  Charles  Smith.  Rewritten  by  C. 
L.  Harrington); 

Morton,  C:  Gould,  and  Bandholtz,  Harry  Hill 
(Manual  of  military  signalling); 

Prosser,  C:  Smith  (The  Devonian  system  of 
eastern  Pennsylvania  and  New  York); 

Stanley,  Hiram  Miner  (Studies  in  the  evolu- 
tionary psychology  of  feeling). 
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Uibliografn. 


DURING  1896  two  departments  of  the  "  List  of 
books  for  girls  and  women  and  their  clubs,"  re- 
cently published  by  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation, will  be  expanded  into  manuals.  Mr. 
Russell  Sturgis  will  add  some  500  titles  to  his 
selection  from  the  literature  of  Fine  art,  ap- 
pending a  choice  of  some  25  leading  periodicals, 
each  with  brief  characterizations;  the  ms.  may 
be  ready  for  the  press  by  March  15.  Mr.  Henry 
E.  Krehbiel,  in  a  similar  way,  is  to  provide  200 
titles  in  extension  of  his  very  brief  list  of  musi- 
cal works,  with  mention,  also,  of  leading  musi- 
cal journals;  his  ms.  cannot  be  delivered  until 
June.  Both  manuals  will  include  works  in  for- 
eign languages,  giving  preference  to  those  which 
have  been  translated.  Following  the  plan  of 
the  "  List  of  books,"  each  title  will  have  a  short 
descriptive  and  critical  note.  A  third  and  sim- 
ilar bibliography  is  promised  the  association  at 
the  hands  of  Mr.  James  Douglas,  president  of 
the  Copper  Queen  Consolidated  Mining  Com- 
pany, of  New  York  and  Arizona.  Calling  to  his 
aid  the  leading  American  authorities,  he  will 
prepare  an  annotated  guide  to  the  literature  of 
mining  and  metallurgy.  Mr.  Douglas  for  some 
years  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  columns 
of  the  Engineering  and  Mining  Journal. 

BOLTON,  H:  Carrington.     A  short  list  of  books 
on  chemistry,  selected  and  annotated.     Re- 
print from  Scientific  American   supplement, 
no.  1033,  Oct.  9,  1895.     20  p.  T. 
This  useful  little  list  is  one  of  the  first  results 
of  the  "  List  of  books  for  girls  and  women  and 
their  clubs,"  being  an  expansion  of  Professor 
Botton's  department  of  chemistry  in  that  list. 
It  is  a  class  list  grouped  alphabetically  by  topics 
and  includes  about  160  titles;  an  author  index  is 
appended. 

J.  G.  BOURINOT'S  excellent  manual,  "  How 
Canada  is  governed,"  published  by  the  Copp, 
Clark  Co.,  of  Toronto,  contains  bibliographical 
references  appended  in  each  chapter  which  are 
useful  guides  to  the  authorities  on  Canadian 
history. 

COURANT,   Maurice.     Bibliographic    Coreenne. 

Paris,  1895.     2  v.  8°. 

(Publications  de  1'Ecole  des  langues  orien- 
tales  vivantes;  3e  ser. ,  v.  18,  19.) 

DUCOURTIEUX,  P.  Les  Barbou,  imprimeurs 
(Lyon,  Limoges,  Paris,  1524-1820);  Les 
Barbou  de  Lyon  (1524-1566).  Limoges, 
Ducourtieux,  1895.  40 p.,  pi.  8°. 

DURVILLE,  H.  Bibliographic  du  magnetisme 
et  des  sciences  occultes.  Paris,  Malverge, 
1895.  36P-8°-  15  fr- 

A  SHORT  bibliography  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
is  appended  to  Wetzel's  "  Benjamin  Franklin  as 
an  economist,"  recently  issued  by  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University. 


GIACOSA,  P.  Bibliografia  medica  italiana  : 
riassunto  dei  lavori  original!  itallani  relativi 
alle  scienze  mediche,  usciti  nel  1893.  iii. 
Torino,  Roux,  Frassati  &  C.,  1895.  501  p.  8°. 
6  lire. 

THERE  is  a  good  Huxley  bibliography,  1890- 
'94,  in  the  Review  of  reviews,  for  Sept.,  '95, 
P.  349- 

"  THE  religions  of  India,"  by  E:  Washburn 
Hopkins,  one  of  the  "  Handbooks  on  the  his- 
tory of  religions,"  published  by  Ginn  &  Co., 
contains  an  excellent  full  bibliography  (23  p.)  of 
books  relating  to  religious  systems  of  India. 

STOURM,  R.  Bibliographic  historique  des 
finances  de  la  France  au  18.  siecle.  Paris, 
Guillaumin  &  Cie.,  1895.  8°.  9  fr. 

UNITED  STATES  history  is  the  subject  of  a 
short  (3  p.)  list  of  "supplementary  reading," 
including  histories,  poems,  and  stories,  ap- 
pended to  White's  "  Pupil's  outline  studies  in 
the  history  of  the  U.  S.,"  published  by  the 
American  Book  Co. 

H.  W.  WHARTON  in  his  new  (third)  edition 
of  "  Sappho  "  has  greatly  expanded  his  excellent 
bibliography  of  Sapphic  literature,  which  now 
covers  19  pages.  (McClurg.) 


Francke  Kelford,  author  of  "  The  Jew  and  the 
German,  or,  from  Paul  to  Luther:  a  historical 
study,"  published  in  1894,  by  Winston,  of  Phila- 
delphia, is  a  pseudonym.  The  real  name  of  the 
writer  is  Fannie  Harris  Shackelford,  a  Baltimore 
lady.  S:  H.  RANCK. 

Some  good  intentions  and  a  blunder,  issued  by 
the  Merriam  Co.  as  a  work  by  John  Oliver 
Hobbes,  was  really  written  not  by  herself  but 
by  some  other  person  in  imitation  of  her  style. 
The  English  newspaper  called  The  Gentlewoman 
caused  two  short  stories  to  be  written  for  its 
pages  "in  imitation  of  the  supposed  style  of 
two  contemporary  authors."  It  was  then  given 
out  as  a  prize  problem  for  subscribers  to  dis- 
cover the  supposed  authors.  Two  ladies  suc- 
cessfully solved  the  problems  by  sending  in  the 
name  of  John  Oliver  Hobbes  as  the  author 
imitated  in  one  story  and  Stevenson  as  the  au- 
thor imitated  in  the  other.  From  this  occur- 
rence arose  the  mistake  of  attributing  the 
authorship  of  an  imitation  piece  of  work  to  the 
author  imitated.  The  Merriam  Co.  says  it 
published  the  work  in  good  faith,  and  has  with- 
drawn it  from  sale.  — N.  Y.  Tribune. 

Henry  Seton  Merriman,  pse.ud.  of  Hugh  Scott. 
—  N.  Y.  Tribune,  S.  15,  '95. 


Mrs.  J.  W.  Bradford,  871  South  St.,  Roslindale,  Mass. 

Complete  set  of  Harper'*  Magazine  from  beginning. 
Substantially  bound  in  hf.  mor.,  in  perfect  condition. 
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EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON. 

(FORMERLY  RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new,  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the   Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.    Second-hand 

Catalogues  by  early  Mails,  and  no  Commission  charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

No  expensive  sab-agencies  at  borne  or  abroad.  Foreign*  books  on  easy  terms 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others: 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,   Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 

BINDING. 

Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.    Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.    Superior 
Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old  Books.     Calf  Extra  In  Every  Variety. 
Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law- 
Books  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  In  Cloth.    .Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 
dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.    Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  In 
Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore. 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library.* 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faithfulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  Allen's  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  West,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  Iowa  Statt  Agricultural  Colltgt, 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  TO  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  10  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  feel  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake." — MELVIL  DBWEV,  Statt  Library,  Ntiu  York, 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 

MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL    TERMS  FOR  LARGE  ORDERS. 
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IIP 'Subscribers  are  requested  to  notify  us  at  once  'whether 
they  wish  to  receive  the  work  in  -parts,  or  not 
until  completed. 


THE 


1890  - 1895. 

PART  i :  Including  LIST  OF  PUBLISHERS,  and  AUTHOR- 
AND-TITLE  ALPHABET,  A-H. 

The  present  issue  of  THE  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE 
covers  the  period  July  i,  1890,  to  June  30,  1895.  It  will 
be  in  two  divisions,  of  which  the  first  contains  the  au- 
thor-and-title  alphabet,  and  the  second  the  subject  alpha- 
bet, lists  of  government  and  state  publications,  publica- 
tions of  societies,  books  in  series,  etc.  It  will  be  deliv- 
ered, if  desired,  in  parts  as  ready ;  such  parts  may  be 
returned,  when  the  work  is  completed,  to  be  bound. 

Price,  $12.50  in  sheets  ;  and  $15  in  half  morocco 
binding.  ($10  in  sheets;  $12.50  in  half  morocco,  to 
subscribers  paying  in  advance  of  publication.)  The 
edition  is  1250  copies  only,  and  there  will  be  no  reissue. 

"  Without  question  the  most  -perfect  trade  bibliography 
with  which  we  are  acquainted? — London  Bookseller. 

THE   AMERICAN   CATALOGUE, 

59  DUANE  STREET  (P.  O.  Box  943),  N.  Y. 
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HICCINS'    AMERICAN    DRAWING    INKS 

(Established  1880) 
Are  the  Standard  Liquid  Drawing  Inks  of  the  World, 

They  are  used  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  Schools,  Colleges  and  Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths  of  the  professional  draughtsmen  of  this  country  use  no 
other  drawing  ink. 

Jo.  Pennell  says  of  the  Black  Ink :  "  There  is  no  ink  equal  to  it  for  half 
a  dozen  reasons.  From  the  time  you  open  the  bottle  until  you  have  put  all 
its  contents  on  paper  you  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  it." 

A.  B.  Frost  says  :  "  I  use  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  it  is  certainly  the  best." 

BLACKS.— Two  kinds  :  Waterproof,  white  label  (insoluble  when  dry) ; 
and  General,  red  label  (soluble). 

COLORS. — Carmine,  Scarlet,  Vermilion,  Brick  Red,  Blue,  Yellow, 
Green,  Orange,  Brown,  Indigo,  Violet. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(Bottles  by  mail,  prepaid,  thirty -five  cents  each.    Color  Card  showing  actual  inks  free.) 

HICCINS'    PHOTO    MOUNTER. 

The  new  adhesive  for  mounting  photographs,  etc.,  tissue  and  scrap- 
book  work,  and  general  use  as  a  substitute  for  mucilage,  over  which  it  has 
many  advantages  due  to  its  superiority  and  economy  in  use.  Not  a  starch 
or  flour  paste,  but  a  Vegetable  Glue,  semi-fluid,  of  soft  and  unctuous  con- 
sistency, pure  white  color,  and  free  from  lumps.  Perfectly  homogeneous, 
and  hence  the  water  never  separates  from  the  pulp,  leaving  the  latter  to 
shrivel  up,  as  occurs  in  all  common  pastes.  Spreads  smoothly  and  uni- 
formly, adheres  at  once  and  dries  quickly.  Will  not  warp,  cockle  nor  strike 
through,  nor  change  the  tone  nor  injure  mounts.  Requires  no  prepara- 
tion— always  ready  for  use. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 

(3  ox,  jar,  prepaid,  by  mail,  for  thirty  cents.) 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs.,  170  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 

LONDON  OFFICE:  106  CHARING  CROSS  ROAD. 


LONDON. 


LEIPZIG. 


PARIS. 


B.  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROADWAY,    NK\V    YORK. 

(ESTABLISHED    1848.) 

FOREIGN   OFFICES  AT   LONDON,   LEIPZIG,  AND   PARIS. 

Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 
College  and   Public  Libraries. 

SPECIAL    TERMS    FOR    LARGE    ORDERS. 


Terms  on  direct  application  for  the  supply  of  Foreign  and  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Weekly  shipments  by  the  fleetest  steamers  from  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Periodicals 
supplied  at  lower  rates  than  mail  copies  and  in  better  shape  for  binding. 

Rare  Books  and  Sets  of  Serials  procured  at  the  lowest  terms.  Regular  connections  with 
Central  and  South  America  and  all  Oriental  countries. 

Binding  done  here  and  abroad  in  every  style. 

Auction  Sales  attended  to. 

The  Catalogues  of  Foreign  Dealers — English,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish — fur- 
nished on  application. 

Monthly  Bulletins  of  New  Books  issued  regularly. 

With  the  help  of  a  most  complete  Bibliographical  Outfit  in  all  languages  and  on  all  subjects, 
and  the  experience  of  many  years  in  this  particular  line,  estimates  can  be  furnished  promptly  and 
information  given  on  topics  of  interest  to  Librarians. 
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IMPORTANT   TO    LIBRARIANS! 

THE  NEILSON  BINDER  is  without  an  equal.     Inferior  binders  are  given  away  for  adver- 
tising purposes.    We  are  prepared  to  supply  reading-rooms  with  the  best  binder  on  the 
market  FREE  OF  CHARGE  in  return  for  advertising  privilege.     Do  not  make  or  sign  any  agreement 
until  you  have  seen  the 

—  NTCII   COM       PINTr.CP  ^ 

Write  at  once  for  full  particulars. 

NEILSON  MFG.  CO.,  146  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

We  will  protect  users  of  our  binder  against  so  called  claims  for  infringement  and  will  prosecute 
user,  maker,  or  vendor  of  any  imitation  of  the  Neilson  Binder. 

For  the  Bookseller,  Librarian,  Teacher,  and  the  General  Reader. 

LIST  OF  BOOKS  FOR  GIRLS  AND  FOMENA1  THEIR 

Twenty-one  Hundred  Works  Chosen  and  Appraised  by  Men  and  Women  of  Authority. 

A  FEW  OF  THE  DEPARTMENTS: 


FICTION.    By  a  reviewer  for  the  Nation. 
HISTORY.    By  REUBEN  GOLD  THWAITES. 
FINE  ART.     By  RUSSELL  STURGIS. 
MUSIC.    By  HENRY  E.  KREHBIEL. 
EDUCATION.    By  Prof.  EDWARD  R.  SHAW. 


NATURAL  HISTORY.     By  OLIVK  THORNE  MILLER. 
LIVELIHOODS.    By  AUGUSTA  H.  LEYPOLDT. 
COUNTRY  OCCUPATIONS.    By  L.  H.  BAILEY. 
HINTS  FOR  GIRLS'  AND  WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 


One  Volume,   Clotli,   Sr.oo;    Paper,  50  Cents. 


PUBLISHED   FOR  THE 


AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION, 


BY  THE  LIBRARY  BUREAU, 


146    Franklin    Street,  Boston. 

273  Stewart  Building,  New  York.     J          RRA\rrHTr<;         J     603  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 
125  Franklin  Street,  Chicago.  |  \     10  Bloomsbury  St.,  London,  W.  C. 


A  Reprint  of  Poetry  and 
Prose  for  Book  Lovers, 
chosen  in  part  from  scarce 
editions  and  sources  not 
generally  known.  .  .  . 


Ube 


Stbdot. 

50  Cents,  Net,  a  Year. 


The  subscription  for  1895  com- 
plete, is  now  75  cents  net,  and 
after  volume  is  issued  in  Decem- 
ber will  be  $1.00  net. 


Printed    for    Thomas    B. 


Mosher  and  Published  by 
him  at  37  Exchange  St., 
Portland,  Maine.  . 


Advance  Subscriptions  for  1  896  are  taken  at  50  cents  net. 

THE  BIBELOT  is  issued  monthly,  beautifully  printed  on  white  laid  paper,  uncut,  old  style  blue 
wrapper,  in  size  a  small  quarto,  (5  x  6),  24  to  32  pages  of  text. 


Telegraphic  Address : 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON. 


H.  SOTHERAN  &  CO., 


Code  in  Use : 

UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816.  

A  Monthly  Catalogue  0f  Second-Hand  Books.    Specimen  Number  post  frtt. 


14O  Strand,  W.  C.,  and  37  Piccadilly,  W. :  London. 
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THE 


Bicycle  Step -Ladder, 

Ladders  Especially  Adapted 
for  Library  Work. 

NOISELESS,  EASY  TO  OPERATE,  AND  SAFE. 

6  Separate  Styles  of  Ladders  for 
Different  Kinds  of  Shelving.    .    . 


WRITE  US  FOR  BOOKLET. 


THE  BICYCLE  STEP-LflDDBR  CO., 

50  State  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

N.  Y.  Agency,  80  John  St.,  N.  Y. 


JUST  READY. 

A  Useful  Book  to  the  BOOKSELLER  and  his  Assistants. 

The  Profession  of  Bookselling;:  *  handbook  of  practical 

0      hints  for  the   apprentice 
and  bookseller.    By  A.  GROWOLL,  managing  editor  of  "  The  Publishers' 

Contains  chapters  on  "Insurance  ;"•' Moving  and  Tak-        Weekly.  Il^PartS.          Part  2. 

ing  Stock;""  How  to  Keep  a  Stock  of  Music;"  "'Care  and        On#»      \7r»1iimp»       illnctrnfpH        liiro-f 
Management  of    Paper-Bound    Stock  issued    in  parts;"        ^HC      VOlumC,      lilUSiratea,      large 
"Newspapers,    Magazines,  and   Books  issued  in  parts," 
with  illustrations  and  samples  of    book-keeping;   "The 
Circulating  Library,"  including  list  of  fiction,  directic 


*~J 

8vo,  interleaved,    bds.,    net,   $2. 


ng  list  of     ction,  directions 

for  classifying,  loaning,  etc.;  "  Bookbinding,"  including 
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CONFERENCE  OF  LIBRARIANS. 

DENVER    AND    COLORADO    SPRINGS, 
AUGUST  13-16,  AND  21,  1895. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    PRESIDENT,    H.    M.    UTLEY,    LIBRARIAN    OF    THE 
DETROIT    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


"\17"E  are  met  for  the  seventeenth  Conference 
of  the  American  Library  Association  in 
the  Capital  city  of  the  Centennial  State.  It  is 
a  pleasing  co-incidence  that  the  Association 
and  the  State  celebrate  the  same  natal  year. 
Within  the  memory  of  some  of  us  the 
whole  region  of  which  this  city  is  now  the 
metropolis  was  a  wilderness.  The  century 
was  fairly  begun  when  Lieut.  Pike  led  his 
little  band  to  the  sources  of  the  Arkansas  and 
made  his  futile  attempt  to  scale  the  lofty  peak 
which  now  bears  his  name.  Forty  years  later 
came  the  explorations  of  Fremont,  and  then 
fifteen  years  elapsed  before  the  tide  of  immi- 
gration set  in.  The  desert  of  that  day  has 
been  converted  into  prosperous  farms.  Thriv- 
ing towns  have  sprung  up  in  the  mountain 
fastnesses,  at  the  gateway  to  which  sits  this 
Queen  City  of  the  plains,  displaying  all  the 
evidences  of  wealth,  culture,  and  refinement 
to  be  found  in  the  proud  cities  to  the  east- 
ward. 

This  rapid  and  wonderful  transformation 
has  been  the  work  of  human  hands  guided  by 
intelligent  brains  and  an  indomitable  spirit  of 
pluck  and  perseverance.  We  are  accustomed 
to  think  of  this  combination  as  purely  Ameri- 
can. In  many  of  its  characteristics  it  certainly 
is  so.  And  in  no  respect  more  distinctively 
so  than  in  the  cause  in  which  we  are  most  in- 
terested. Not  all  the  older  commonwealths, 
even  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  have  yet 
accepted  the  theory  that  the  education  of  the 
citizen  is  the  concern  of  the  state.  But  in  all 
this  newer  portion  of  our  country  this  doctrine 
has  been  incorporated  into  the  fundamental 
law.  The  ordinance  of  1787  for  the  govern* 


ment  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
river  declared  that  for  obvious  reasons  schools 
and  the  means  of  education  shall  be  forever 
encouraged.  The  twenty  states  now  organ- 
ized within  this  and  the  subsequently  acquired 
territory  to  the  westward  have  all  accepted  to 
the  fullest  extent  the  doctrine  of  the  ordinance. 
They  have  not  only  carried  it  into  practical 
effect  by  general  laws  providing  for  free  pub- 
lic schools  for  children,  for  universities  and 
institutions  of  higher  learning  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth,  but  have  also  provided  for  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  free  public 
libraries  at  the  general  expense  and  for  the 
common  use  of  all  the  people. 

Let  us  consider  very  briefly  the  theory  upon 
which  the  state  assumes  to  levy  tribute  upon 
the  property  of  individuals  to  provide  means 
for  maintaining  libraries.  By  what  right  does 
the  state  tax  the  man  of  wealth  to  put  miscel- 
laneous books  into  the  hands  of  the  man  who 
pays  no  tax  ? 

So  far  as  primary  education  is  concerned, 
the  basis  seems  clear.  The  free  state  which 
depends  for  its  very  existence  upon  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  masses  of  its  citizens  must,  as  a 
measure  of  self-defense,  provide  the  facilities 
by  which  all  may  become  intelligent.  Self- 
preservation  is  the  supremest  natural  law. 
Whatever  has  a  right  to  exist  has  a  right  to  do 
that  which  is  necessary  to  preserve  its  exist- 
ence. The  free  state  which  rests  on  the 
suffrage  of  its  citizens  is  bound  in  duty  to 
itself  to  see  to  it  that  popular  education,  which 
is  essential  to  its  perpetuity,  is  universal.  Ig- 
norant men  are  not  competent  to  take  care  of 
themselves  and  their  households,  still  less  to 
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direct  the  destinies  of  an  empire.  The  state 
has,  therefore,  the  right,  not  only  to  provide 
the  means  of  education,  but  to  compel  educa- 
tion. Laws  are  in  force  which  require  certain 
attendance  upon  the  schools.  These  rest  on 
the  theory  that  the  interest  of  the  state  in  the 
education  of  the  individual  surpasses  that  of 
the  individual,  and  therefore,  the  state  cannot, 
in  justice  to  itself,  treat  education  purely  as  a 
matter  of  individual  concern. 

It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  average  person 
does  not  perceive  -the  importance  of  self-culti- 
vation. As  the  vineyard  left  to  itself  is  soon 
choked  out  with  weeds  and  chapparall,  so 
man  if  left  to  himself  lapses  naturally  into  his 
primitive  condition.  The  state  cannot  leave 
him  to  himself,  but  must  interpose  to  make  it 
certain  that  he  acquires  the  best  degree  of 
information  which  his  natural  abilities  and  the 
time  not  necessary  to  his  self-support  shall 
permit.  Neither  can  the  state  leave  the  mat- 
ter of  providing  facilities  and  inducements  to 
education  to  private  enterprise,  nor  to  the 
church,  which  has  been  the  foremost  of  all 
organizations  to  appreciate  its  importance. 
While  the  state  recognizes  these  agencies  and 
accepts  them  as  satisfactory,  so  far  as  they  go, 
it  nevertheless  fully  equips  schools  of  its  own, 
in  pursuance  of  its  inherent  right  and  duty, 
which  cannot  be  relinquished  to  any  other 
agency. 

The  extent  to  which  the  state  shall  go  in 
the  matter  of  educating  its  citizens  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  discussion.  There  are 
those  who  maintain  that  as  the  education  of 
the  individual  proceeds  his  concern  in  his  own 
development  increases,  until  finally,  if  his 
education  proceeds  far  enough,  his  concern  in 
his  own  development  surpasses  that  of  the 
state,  and  he  must  thenceforth  be  left  to  equip 
himself  entirely  at  his  own  expense.  If  that 
point  is  marked  by  the  line  between  primary 
and  secondary,  or  between  secondary  and 
higher  education,  there  is  where  the  state  is 
in  duty  bound  to  stop.  The  extent  of  the 
interest  of  the  community  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  individual  is  held  to  grow  less  and 
less  and  finally  to  disappear  as  he  advances. 

But  the  better  judgment  of  our  time  repu- 
diates this  theory,  and  holds  apparently  that 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  concern  of  the  state  in 
the  mental  progress  of  the  individual.  Ian 
Maclaren  in  his  touching  story  of  "  Domsie" 


quotes  John  Knox  as  saying:  "Ilka  scholar 
is  something  added  to  the  riches  of  the  com- 
monwealth." It  can  probably  be  demon- 
strated by  the  rules  of  accounts  that  as  a 
business  investment  the  state  is  wisely  spend- 
ing money  in  the  education  of  the  people. 
The  cost  is  more  than  returned  to  it  in  the 
material  development  which  an  enlightened 
citizenship  ensures.  If  we  contrast  our  own 
country,  where  education  is  free,  with  some 
older  countries  where  it  is  yet  held  to  be  a 
matter  of  minor  concern,  or  if  we  contrast 
some  of  the  states  of  this  republic  with  others 
of  corresponding  age,  we  shall  see  at  a  glance 
a  wide  difference  in  material  resources  and 
prosperity.  In  one  the  industrial  arts  are  far 
advanced,  there  is  intellectual  activity,  the 
average  citizen  is  well  clothed,  well  housed, 
and  enjoys  many  luxuries  ;  in  the  other,  the 
methods  and  life  of  a  past  century  prevail  and 
poverty  and  ill-living  are  the  rule.  This,  if 
not  the  highest  motive,  is  an  incidental  one 
of  considerable  importance  for  doing  at  the 
common  expense  that  which  is  for  the  com- 
mon good. 

But  the  maintenance  of  the  public  library 
is  not  based  on  the  communistic  idea.  A 
former  president  of  this  association,  speaking 
at  the  Lake  George  Conference,  said  :  "The 
socialists  and  communists  are  all  friends  of 
the  library,  for  we  give  them  the  books  they 
want,  and  they  hold  that  it  is  not  only  the 
duty  of  the  government  to  educate  the  people, 
but  to  furnish  them  with  reading.  If  the 
library  ever  shall  have  enemies  they  will  be 
the  rich,  who  do  not  enjoy  being  taxed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  have  libraries 
of  their  own.  Its  defenders  will  be  men  of 
broad  views,  scholarly  people,  and  behind 
them,  with  votes,  the  middle  and  poorer 
classes." 

While  it  may  be  true,  in  a  certain  sense, 
that  socialists  and  communists  approve  the 
public  library  because  it  appears  to  give 
them  something  which  they  desire  at  the 
public  cost,  that  scheme,  on  its  true  ground, 
is  as  far  removed  as  possible  from  any  such 
theory  of  maintenance  by  the  state.  The 
essential  principle  of  communism  is  that  the 
members  of  the  community  shall  hold  their 
property  in  common  for  the  common  use  and 
benefit.  This  principle  flourished  in  the  vil- 
lage community  in  which  each  individual  was 
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allotted  his  certain  proportion  of  the  lands 
owned  in  common.  There  are  at  this  day  a 
sporadic  few  who  advocate  government  own- 
ership of  railroads,  and  some  would  even 
include  all  the  great  instrumentalities  of  com- 
merce and  production.  But  the  rational 
majority  hold  that  the  state  of  society  is  best 
which  makes  the  individual  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent member  of  the  community.  His  am- 
bitions and  energies  are  best  stimulated  by  his 
opportunities  to  prosper  for  himself.  Civiliza- 
tion and  enlightenment  are  advanced  by  the 
efforts  of  the  master  spirits  of  the  race.  The 
only  demand  which  the  individual  can  justly 
make  of  the  community,  with  its  government  as 
the  common  agent  of  all,  is  that  it  shall  not 
merely  protect  him  in  his  rights  as  a  free 
and  independent  citizen,  but  that  it  shall 
assure  him  the  opportunities  for  the  fullest 
exercise  of  his  talents,  and  shall  also,  as  a 
measure  of  common  interest,  provide  the 
facilities  for  his  very  highest  mental  equipment. 
In  this  latter  service  of  the  state  there  is  noth- 
ing whatever  of  the  communistic  idea. 

The  public  library  is  not  a  public  charity. 
There  may  be  some  who  regard  it  as  in  the 
nature  of  a  free  soup-house  which  caters  to  the 
appetite  for  mental  pabulum  more  or  less 
wholesome.  Most  communities  make  some 
provision  for  those  who  are  mentally  or  physic- 
ally unfitted  to  care  for  themselves  and  who 
have  no  estate  nor  natural  relations  upon 
whom  they  can  rely  for  support.  So  the  state 
builds  and  maintains  hospitals  and  alms- 
houses.  This  it  does  simply  as  a  duty  of 
humanity.  The  instincts  of  the  race  and  the 
teachings  of  an  enlightened  civilization  assure 
us  that  a  universal  brotherhood  makes  all 
human  creatures  kin.  As  individuals  we  owe 
a  certain  duty  to  all  other  individuals,  and  as 
organized  society  we  must  see  to  it  that  the 
welfare  of  all  is  conserved.  But  there  is  no 
duty  of  kindness  or  good-will  which  requires 
the  furnishing  of  reading  matter  for  the  use  of 
the  whole  community. 

The  public  library  is  not  provided  for  the 
mere  intellectual  enjoyment  of  the  citizens. 
The  municipal  corporation  uses  public  funds  to 
buy  and  beautify  parks  and  boulevards.  The 
purpose  of  these  is  to  promote  the  public  health 
and  comfort,  and  incidentally  to  cultivate  the 
aesthetic  sense.  The  state  has  a  direct  interest 
in  the  health  of  its  citizens.  It  must  rely  on  their 


physical  strength  for  defense  in  time  of  peril 
or  invasion.  Therefore  it  must  have  a  care 
that  their  physical  welfare  is  promoted. 
Wholesome  food,  gentle  exercise,  a  cheerful 
and  contented  mind,  have  much  to  do  with 
soundess  of  body,  and  so  food-inspection  and 
open-air  recreation  are  justified  at  the  common 
expense. 

Art-museums  and  public  concerts  are  some- 
times maintained  out  of  the  general  treasury. 
The  only  basis  on  which  this  expense  can  be 
justified  is  that  their  purpose  is  educational. 
The  welfare  of  the  state  depends  not  alone  on 
the  ability  of  its  citizens  to  merely  read  and 
write  and  solve  problems  in  simple  arithmetic. 
Our  nature  is  many-sided  and  its  full  and 
perfect  development  must  be  sought  in  many 
directions.  The  aesthetic  is  not  less  real  than 
the  practical.  The  finer  qualities  of  the  mind 
have  weighty  influence  upon  national  progress 
and  destiny.  The  state  has  a  right  to  do  for 
its  citizens  the  things  which  will  best  serve  its 
ultimate  interests. 

Universities  and  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing maintained  at  public  cost  now  train  those 
who  have  the  means  and  opportunities  to  take 
advantage  of  their  curricula  for  the  most 
advanced  degrees,  and  through  their  post- 
graduate courses  offer  facilities  for  spending 
the  good  part  of  a  lifetime  in  the  immediate 
pursuit  of  knowledge.  But  in  the  nature  of 
things  the  number  of  those  who  can  give  time 
to  these  higher  courses  is  limited.  The  argu- 
ment has  sometimes  been  employed  against 
high  schools  and  universities  that  they  are 
maintained  at  great  cost  for  the  use  of  a  com- 
paratively trifling  portion  of  the  community. 
Statistics  are  quoted  to  show  that  of  the  whole 
number  of  children  in  the  primary  grades  less 
than  25  per  cent,  go  through  the  grammar 
grades,  and  that  of  the  small  number  who 
enter  the  high  school  grades  hardly  one  in 
ten  finishes  them,  while  of  these  but  an  infini- 
tesimal number  go  on  to  and  through  the 
university. 

It  is  not  due  to  lack  of  capacity  wholly,  or 
lack  of  interest,  that  so  many  students  fall  by 
the  wayside,  but  mainly  to  the  fact  that  their 
services  are  necessary  in  the  productive  chan- 
nels of  business.  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  com- 
paratively few  who  are  able  to  take  advantage 
of  them,  the  state  considers  it  a  duty  to  foster, 
and  the  community  cheerfully  bears  the  burden 
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of  maintaining,  the  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, because  the  benefits  which  they  confer 
are  easily  recognized.  To  compensate  in 
some  degree  those  who  are  not  able  to  pursue 
in  organized  institutions  studies  untimely 
stopped  by  the  necessities  of  active  life,  the 
community  provides  the  free  library.  This  is 
the  people's  university,  close  to  the  door  of 
every  citizen,  in  which  all  who  have  the  in- 
clination and  energy  to  do  so  may  pursue 
through  their,  whole  lives  the  studies  which 
most  interest  them. 

The  function  of  the  public  library  is  purely 
and  wholly  educational.  In  this  case  the  term 
is  to  be  construed  in  its  most  comprehensive 
sense.  It  does  not  merely  include  develop- 
ment of  the  intellect;  it  involves  all  the  varied 
human  relations.  We  owe  duties  to  our 
maker,  to  ourselves,  to  those  who  are  de- 
pendent upon  us,  to  our  neighbors,  to  society, 
and  to  the  state.  In  all  these  delicate  and 
intricate  relations  we  must  be  taught,  and  as 
the  world  advances,  our  civilization  becomes 
more  complex  and  our  relations  more  in- 
volved, the  character  and  quality  of  our  edu- 
cation becomes  the  more  important.  The 
school  and  the  college  have  merely  laid  the 
foundation.  If  they  have  done  their  full  duty 
they  have  done  little  more  than  set  the  student 
on  the  high  road.  The  sequel  rests  with 
himself.  The  public  library  puts  into  his 
hands  books,  which  contain  the  combined 
wisdom  and  experience  of  all  who  have  gone 
before,  and  wherein  are  preserved  the  best 
thoughts  of  the  best  men  and  women  of  all  time. 
They  who  pass  judgment  upon  what  shall 
and  what  shall  not  be  admitted  to  the  shelves 
of  a  public  library  must  bear  in  mind  that, 
strictly  construing  the  function  of  the  library 
to  be  educational,  there  is  yet  very  wide  lati- 
tude in  respect  to  the  things  which  people 
may  safely  and  wisely  learn. 


In  this  aspect  of  the  case,  those  who  are 
charged  with  the  management  and  control  of 
libraries  have  imposed  upon  them  a  very 
grave  responsibility.  They  are  not  merely 
the  custodians  of  the  books  which  the  public 
purse  has  bought ;  they  are  commissioned  to 
guide  in  the  path  of  highest  progress.  In  this 
light,  the  function  of  the  librarian  assumes  the 
halo  of  a  holy  office.  He  who  discharges  it 
earnestly  and  faithfully  may  do  much  to 
help  forward  the  enlightenment  of  his  genera- 
tion. 

The  sum  of  the  whole  statement,  briefly,  is 
this :  There  is  no  limit  to  the  concern  of  the 
free  state  in  the  education  of  its  citizens.  It  is 
as  much  bound  to  provide  libraries  in  which 
the  adult  may  continue  his  studies  as  it  is  to 
maintain  schools  in  which  as  a  child  he  may 
begin  them.  The  day  is  not  distant  when  this 
duty  will  be  universally  recognized  in  this 
country.  In  most  of  the  states  compulsory 
education  laws  prevail.  In  at  least  one, 
every  town  is  required  by  law  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  free  public  library.  In  this  respect, 
New  Hampshire  is  only  leading  the  way  in 
which  others  will  shortly  follow. 

Then  organized  society  can  truthfully  say  to 
the  individual,  in  the  language  of  Professor 
Hoffman  in  his  "Sphere  of  the  State  :"  "We 
have  done  what  we  could  to  develop  and 
strengthen  all  your  powers.  We  have  taught 
you  to  the  best  of  our  ability  to  know  yourself 
and  to  understand  your  relations  to  your  fel- 
lows. Now,  so  long  as  you  conduct  yourself 
as  a  child  of  the  day  and  not  of  the  night,  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  brotherhood 
are  yours.  But  if  you  choose  to  walk  in  the 
darkness  rather  than  in  the  light,  if  you  tram- 
ple under  feet  our  laws,  if  you  raise  your  hand 
against  every  man,  let  the  curse  of  your  wrong 
doing  fall  upon  your  own  head,  not  on  ours." 
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LIBRARIES    IN    SECONDARY    SCHOOLS. 
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T  T  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  treat 
of  reading  for  the  young,  nor  of  the  relation 
of  public  libraries  to  the  public  schools,  nor 
will  it  consider  that  class  of  school  libraries 
which  are  really  public  city  libraries,  con- 
trolled by  the  board  of  education,  as  illus- 
trated by  the;  Public  Library  of  Denver. 
These  will  only  be  touched  as  they  bear  upon 
the  subject  in  hand. 

In  August,  1890,  the  Library  Journal  con- 
tained an  urgent  appeal  for  the  consideration 
of ' '  School  Libraries,  particularly  of  the  higher, 
the  secondary  schools."  It  has  remained  for 
the  present  program  to  accept  the  sugges- 
tion, and  the  sources  of  information  are  few. 
The  term  "secondary  schools"  is  here  used  to 
include  high  schools,  academies,  and  such 
other  institutions  as  give  instruction  between 
the  graded  schools  and  the  colleges. 

In  1876,  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion devoted  twenty  pages  to  "School  libra- 
ries," but  dismissed  the  separate  subject  of 
"Libraries  of  schools  for  secondary  instruc- 
tion" with  less  than  one  page.  The  Library 
Journal  has  no  one  article  devoted  to  school 
libraries,  although  it  contains  several  ac- 
counts of  district  libraries  in  articles  on 
library  legislation  and  library  history,  and  it 
does  not  specifically  treat  of  libraries  in 
secondary  schools. 

To  clearly  understand  the  question  and  to 
realize  how  little  the  secondary  schools  have 
been  considered,  it  is  necessary  to  briefly 
review  existing  conditions  in  relation  to 
school  libraries  as  a  whole,  as  shown  by  facts 
kindly  contributed  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  in  each  state. 

No  information  has  been  received  from 
Delaware,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Oregon,  and 
Tennessee.  The  state  superintendents  report 
no  legislation  for  school  libraries  in  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, Mississippi,  Nebraska,  Nevada, 
New  Hampshire,  North  Carolina,  South 


Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Texas,  Vermont, 
Washington,  West  Virginia,  and  Wyoming;  in 
some  cases  because  of  financial  depression 
and  in  others  because  of  a  strong  movement 
for  public  libraries.  Twenty-two  of  the  states 
report  more  or  less  favorably  with  variations 
as  to  authority,  money,  and  books,  as  shown 
in  the  following  summary : 

AUTHORITY. 

CALIFORNIA.— The  state  Board  of  Education 
shall  recommend  a  list  of  books  for  district 
school  libraries.  The  power  of  the  state  board 
is  simply  recommendatory,  and  only  such 
books  as  have  been  adopted  by  the  county  or 
city  boards  of  education  can  be  bought. 

The  board  of  trustees  and  city  board  of  edu- 
cation must  expend  the  library  fund  for  school 
apparatus  and  books. 

COLORADO. — The  qualified  electors  of  any 
district  of  the  third  class  may  order  a  sufficient 
levy  on  all  the  taxable  property  of  the  district 
to  procure  libraries  for  the  schools. 

CONNECTICUT. — The  treasurer  of  the  state, 
upon  the  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  state 
Board  of  Education  shall  pay  money  to  every 
school  district,  and  to  every  town  maintaining 
a  high  school  which  shall  raise  an  equal  amount 
for  the  same  purpose,  to  establish  and  main- 
tain a  school  library  within  such  district.  The 
joint  board  of  selectmen  and  school  visitors  in 
each  town  shall  have  power  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  purchase  of  books  to  be  used  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  town . 

FLORIDA. — The  trustees  of  a  district  may 
spend  money  for  libraries  if  they  see  fit. 

ILLINOIS. — Every  school  district  board  is 
authorized  to  purchase  a  library  or  to  increase 
its  library. 

INDIANA. — Township  libraries  are  provided 
for  by  law,  but  they  are  gradually  dying  out. 
Their  place  is  being  taken  by  the  Young  Peo- 
ple's Reading  Circle,  and  three  fourths  of  the 
districts  in  the  state  now  have  5  to  250  books 
suitable  for  young  people.  The  board  of  the 
Circle  selects  the  books,  and  in  many  places 
the  township  trustees  buy  the  books,  and  the 
county  commissioners  allow  their  bills,  so  that 
practically  the  state  enjoys  the  advantages  of 
the  district  library  law. 

IOWA. — Electors  may  vote  a  tax  for  procuring 
district  libraries. 
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KANSAS. — The  school  districts  of  the  state 
may  at  the  annual  meeting  in  each  year  vote  a 
tax  upon  all  the  taxable  property  of  the  district, 
and  the  money  so  collected  shall  be  used  under 
the  direction  of  the  board  of  directors  for  buy- 
ing a  school  district  library  and  for  no  other 
purpose. 

KENTUCKY. — Each  school  district  may  have 
a  library.  The  trustees  must  select,  buy,  and 
care  for  district  libraries. 

MARYLAND. — The  law  states  that  district 
school  libraries  ought  to  be  established  in  each 
school  house  district  under  the  care  of  the 
teacher  as  librarian.  Books  must  be  selected 
by  the  board  of  district  school  trustees. 

MICHIGAN. — Township  and  district  libraries 
are  authorized.  Books  shall  be  selected  by 
district  officers. 

MINNESOTA. — The  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  and  the  presidents  of  the  normal 
schools  of  the  state  are  directed  to  prepare  a 
list  of  books  suitable  for  school  libraries.  Any 
school  district  which  shall  have  bought  books 
selected  from  this  list,  and  shall  have  properly 
cared  for  them,  shall  receive  financial  aid  from 
the  state. 

MISSOURI. — The  school  board  has  a  right  to 
appropriate  money  for  school  libraries. 

MONTANA. — A  library  fund  is  created  and 
the  board  of  school  trustees  must  expend  the 
library  fund  for  books  for  a  school  library. 
The  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall 
prepare  and  furnish  to  school  officers,  through 
the  county  superintendents,  lists  of  publica- 
tions approved  by  him  as  suitable  for  school 
libraries. 

NEBRASKA. — It  is  within  the  authority  of  a 
school  district  meeting,  or  a  board  of  education, 
to  appropriate  a  certain  fund  for  library  pur- 
poses. 

NEW  JERSEY. — The  treasurer  of  the  school 
fund,  upon  the  order  of  the  state  superintendent 
of  education,  is  authorized  to  pay  to  each  pub- 
lic school  money  to  establish  and  to  maintain 
a  school  library  provided  the  school  shall  have 
raised  an  equal  amount  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  selection  of  books  shall  be  approved  by 
the  school  trustees  of  each  district. 

NEW  YORK. — Each  city  and  school  district 
in  the  state  is  authorized  to  raise  moneys  by 
tax  for  starting  or  extending  or  caring  for  the 
school  library.  The  state  superintendent  ap- 
portions and  makes  rules  for  using  school  library 
money.  Books  must  be  approved  by  the  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

NORTH  DAKOTA. — The  state  superintendent 
shall  prepare  and  furnish  to  school  officers, 
through  the  county  superintendents,  lists  of 
publications  approved  by  him  as  suitable  for 
district  libraries. 

OHIO. — In  any  district  the  board  of  education 
may  appropriate  money  from  the  contingent 
fund  for  the  purchase  of  such  books,  other  than 


school  books,  as  it  may  deem  suitable  for  the 
use  and  improvement  of  the  scholars  and 
teachers  of  the  district. 

PENNSYLVANIA. — The  board  of  school  direct- 
ors in  each  common  school  district  is  author- 
ized to  establish  and  maintain  a  library.  The 
board  may  levy  a  tax  for  the  support  of  the 
library.  (This  law  passed  both  Houses  in  May 
1895.  When  reported  in  June  the  governor 
had  not  signed  it,  but  there  was  no  opposition 
expected.) 

RHODE  ISLAND. — The  state  law  has  always 
authorized  the  establishment  of  school  libraries, 
but  no  state  aid  was  given  until  about  twelve 
years  ago,  when  a  small  appropriation  was 
made  for  school  apparatus  and  books  of  refer- 
ence. 

VIRGINIA. — The  constitution  of  the  state 
authorizes  the  state  board  of  education  to  pro- 
vide for  furnishing  school  houses  with  such 
libraries  as  may  be  necessary.  No  action  has 
been  taken  in  regard  to  the  matter,  however, 
as  the  board  has  had  no  money  for  the  purpose. 
Under  the  constitution  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation is  to  select  a  list  of  books  for  use  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  state,  from  which  list 
county  and  city  boards  select  books  for  their 
schools. 

WISCONSIN. — The  treasurer  of  each  town 
shall  anmially  withhold  money  received  from 
the  school  fund  income,  to  be  used  in  the  pur- 
chase of  school  libraries.  The  state  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction  shall  annually  or 
biennially  prepare  a  list  of  approved  books  for 
school  libraries.  Each  year  the  town  clerk, 
with  the  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
shall  spend  all  money  withheld  by  the  town 
treasurer  in  the  purchase  of  books  selected 
from  the  lists  prepared  by  the  state  superin- 
tendent, and  shall  distribute  the  books  among 
the  several  school  districts  in  proportion  to  the 
money  withheld  from  each. 

MONEY. 

'CALIFORNIA. — Except  in  cities  not  divided 
into  school  districts  the  library  fund  is  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  state  school  fund  annually  appor- 
tioned to  the  district,  unless  ten  per  cent, 
exceed  fifty  dollars,  in  which  case  it  is  fifty 
dollars.  In  cities  not  divided  into  school  dis- 
tricts the  library  fund  is  fifty  dollars  annually 
for  every  one  thousand  children  from  five  to 
seventeen  years  of  age. 

COLORADO. — The  library  fund  is  a  sufficient 
levy  on  all  taxable  property  in  the  district. 

CONNECTICUT. — The  appropriation  is  ten 
dollars  to  establish  a  library  and  five  dollars 
annually  to  maintain  it.  If  the  number  of 
pupils  in  any  school  exceeds  one  hundred,  the 
treasurer  shall  pay  five  dollars  annually  for 
every  one  hundred  or  fraction  of  one  hundred 
pupils  over  the  first  one  hundred. 

FLORIDA. — The  library  fund  may  be  any  part 
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of  a  three-mills  special  tax,  prescribed  by  the 
trustees  of  the  district. 

ILLINOIS. — Books  arc  paid  for  out  of  the 
unexpended  balance  belonging  to  the  district 
when  ordinary  expenses  have  been  paid. 

IOWA. — The  library  fund  is  a  portion  of  the 
school  tax  decided  by  vote.  The  school  tax 
does  not  exceed  ten  mills  on  the  dollar  in  any 
one  year  on  the  taxable  property  of  the  district 
township. 

KANSAS.— The  library  fund  is  derived  from  a 
tax  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on  the  dollar,  pro- 
vided that  in  districts  where  the  taxable  pro- 
perty is  more  than  $20,000  and  not  more  than 
$30,000,  there  shall  not  be  levied  more  than  one 
and  one-half  mills  on  the  dollar,  and  when  the 
taxable  property  is  more  than  $30,000  and  not 
more  than  $50,000,  there  shall  not  be  levied 
more  than  one  mill  on  the  dollar,  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  taxable  property  of  the  district 
shall  exceed  $50,000  there  shall  not  be  levied 
more  than  one-half  mill  on  the  dollar. 

KENTUCKY. — No  tax  is  provided  for  the  dis- 
trict libraries,  though  a  small  tax  is  levied  to 
maintain  the  teachers'  libraries. 

MARYLAND. — Ten  dollars  annually  is  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  the  board  of  county  sthool  com- 
missioners out  of  the  state  school  fund  to  any 
school  house  district  as  long  as  the  people  of  the 
district  raise  the  same  amount  annually. 

MICHIGAN. — Fines  for  any  breach  of  penal 
laws  of  the  state  and  for  penalities  in  criminal 
proceedings,  and  all  equivalents  for  exemptions 
from  military  duty  shall  be  apportioned  by  the 
county  treasurer  among  the  several  townships 
in  the  county  according  to  the  number  of 
children  between  five  and  twenty  years  of  age 
in  the  townships.  This  money  shall  be  used 
for  the  support  of  township  and  district  libra- 
ries and  for  no  other  purpose. 

MINNESOTA. — The  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  shall  order  the  state  auditor  to  pay 
to  any  school  district  one-half  the  amount 
which  it  has  spent  for  its  school  library  under 
the  provisions  of  the  law :  provided  that  no 
district  shall  receive  more  than  twenty  dollars 
upon  the  first  statement  nor  more  than  ten 
dollars  upon  any  subsequent  st  itement.  The 
sum  of  $10,000  is  annually  appropriated. 

MISSOURI. — It  is  recommended  that  on 
Library  Day,  the;  Friday  succeeding  Thanks- 
giving, an  earnest  effort  be  made  in  each  school 
district  to  raise  at  least  a  small  library  fund  by 
entertainment,  subscription,  or  otherwise. 
The  day  has  not  been  appointed  by  law ;  so 
many  schools  observe  it  at  more  convenient 
times  and  some  do  not  observe  it  at  all,  but  it 
is  reported  as  being,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 

MONTANA. — Except  in  cities  having  a  popu- 
lation of  two  thousand  or  more,  the  library 
fund  shall  be  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  nor 
more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  county  school 
fund  annually  apportioned  in  the  district; 


provided  that,  should  such  ten  per  cent,  exceed 
fifty  dollars,  fifty  dollars  only  shall  be  appor- 
tioned to  the  district.  In  cities  having  a 
population  of  two  thousand  or  more  the  library 
fund  shall  be  not  more  than  fifty  dollars  for 
every  five  hundred  children  or  fraction  thereof 
of  three  hundred  or  more  between  six  and 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  annually  taken  from 
the  general  school  fund  of  the  county  appor- 
tioned to  such  district. 

NEW  JERSEY. — The  library  fund  is  twenty 
dollars  out  of  the  income  of  the  school  fund  to 
establish  a  library  and  ten  dollars  annually  to 
maintain  a  library,  provided  the  school  raises 
an  equal  amount.  This  money  shall  be  used 
for  books  and  apparatus. 

NEW  YORK.  — $55,000  annually  is  appro- 
priated for  school  library  books.  No  portion  of 
the  school  library  money  shall  be  expended 
except  for  books  approved  by  the  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction.  The 
locality  must  raise  an  equal  amount. 

NORTH  DAKOTA. — The  law  allows  any  district 
school  board  to  spend  fifty  dollars  for  a  district 
library.  With  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
voters  of  a  school  district,  the  district  school 
board  may  buy  a  library  of  the  value  of  more 
than  fifty  dollars,  but  not  to  exceed  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

OHIO. — Appropriations  for  school  libraries 
shall  not  exceed,  in  any  one  year,  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  in  city  districts  containing  cities  of 
the  first  grade  of  the  first  class,  three  hundred 
dollars  in  other  city  districts  of  the  first  class, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  city  districts, 
of  the  second  class,  and  seventy-five  dollars  in 
other  districts.  One  half  of  this  amount  may 
be  spent  for  apparatus. 

For  the  purpose  of  increasing  and  main- 
taining the  school  libraries  of  city  districts 
the  board  of  education  may  levy  annually  a  tax 
of  one  tenth  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  valuation 
of  taxable  property  in  the  district. 

PENNSYLVANIA. — The  board  may  levy  a  tax 
not  to  exceed  one  mill  in  any  one  year  on  the 
valuation  of  the  property  assessed  for  school 
purposes  in  the  district. 

RHODE  ISLAND. — Only  twenty  dollars  annual- 
ly is  allowed  to  each  district.  The  law  fixes  no 
limit  to  the  amount  a  district  may  spend  for 
libraries,  but  the  state  superintendent  reports 
that  no  district  has  ever  spent  much  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  that  only  in  one 
or  two  cases.  Before  state  aid  is  given, 
vouchers  must  be  presented  to  the  commis- 
sioner of  public  schools,  showing  what  the 
district  or  town  has  spent  as  the  basis  of  its 
claim  for  state  aid. 

WISCONSIN. — The  treasurer  of  each  town  shall 
withhold  annually  from  the  money  received 
from  the  school  fund  income  for  the  several 
school  districts  whose  school  houses  are  located 
in  the  town  of  which  he  is  the  treasurer,  an 
amount  equal  to  ten  cents  for  each  person 
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of  school  age  living  in  such  district  for  the 
purchase  of  books. 

SELECTION  OF  BOOKS  AND  PRINTED  LISTS. 

CALIFORNIA. — The  law  indicates  what  books 
and  apparatus  may  be  bought  with  the  library 
fund  and  states  distinctly  that  school  supplies, 
such  as  chalk,  pencils,  ink,  etc.,  cannot  be 
purchased  with  the  library  fund.  The  books 
selected  are  of  a  general  nature,  as  well  as  for 
supplementary  reading.  A  classified  priced  list 
was  published  in  1892.  It  includes  books  suit- 
able for  high  schools. 

CONNECTICUT. — The  selection  must  consist 
of  books  of  reference  and  other  books  to  be 
used  in  connection  with  school  work.  The 
published  list  is  classified  and  priced,  including 
about  one  hundred  books  for  the  home  reading 
of  children  between  eight  and  fifteen  years  of 
age  in  a  country  school.  Books  for  the 
younger  children  are  starred  and  the  list 
of  U.  S.  historical  fiction  indicates  the  period 
covered  by  each  book.  A  course  of  supplemen- 
tary reading  for  public  schools  follows.  The 
fact  that  Miss  Hewins,  of  Hartford,  was  on  the 
committee  which  prepared  the  list  vouches  for 
its  excellence. 

IOWA. — There  is  a  short  general  list  arranged 

under  publishers. 

KANSAS. — The  district  board  in  the  purchase 
of  books  is  confined  to  works  of  history, 
biography,  science,  and  travels. 

MARYLAND. — The  state  board  of  education  is 
authorized  to  publish  a  list,  from  which  all 
sectarian  and  partisan  books  shall  be  excluded. 
A  classified  priced  list  of  general  books  adapted 
to  the  different  grades  was  published  in  1893. 

MICHIGAN. — The  law  specifies  a  working 
library  selected  first  of  all  to  assist  pupils  in  a 
proper  study  of  geography,  history,  and  litera- 
ture. A  classified  priced  list  has  been  published, 
in  groups  costing  five,  ten,  thirty-five,  and  fifty 
dollars  all  for  supplementary  reading. 

MINNESOTA. — The  list  must  include  books 
of  reference,  history,  biography,  literature, 
political  economy,  agriculture,  travel,  and 
natural  science.  A  classified  priced  list  with 
full  descriptive  notes  has  been  published.  This 
includes  books  for  high  schools. 

MISSOURI. — The  state  superintendent  pub- 
lishes a  list  of  books  in  his  annual  report. 
The  list  is  arranged  in  groups  adapted  to 
different  grades. 

MONTANA. — The  lists  must  include  books  for 
supplementary  work  and  all  books  must  be 
selected  from  the  lists  approved  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction. 

NEW  YORK. — School  libraries  must  consist 
of  reference  books  for  use  in  the  school  room, 
suitable  supplementary  reading  books  for 
children,  or  books  relating  to  branches  of  study 
being  pursued  in  the  schools,  and  pedagogic 
books  as  aids  to  teachers.  In  1891,  Regents' 


Bulletin  No.  6  contained  a  classified  list  of 
books  suitable  for  graded  and  high  schools 
and  academies,  with  full  descriptive  notes. 
The  list  was  prepared  by  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler, 
Vice-director  of  the  New  York  State  Library 
School. 

NORTH  DAKOTA. — The  library  must  include 
books  for  general  reading  as  well  as  for  school 
work.  It  must  exclude  all  books  unsuited  to 
the  cultivation  of  good  character  and  good 
morals  and  manners,  and  no  sectarian  pub- 
lications devoted  to  discussion  of  sectarian 
differences  and  creeds  shall  be  admitted  to  the 
library. 

WISCONSIN. — School  libraries  must  consist  of 
books  for  general  reading  as  well  as  for  school 
work.  The  state  publishes  a  classified  list  ar- 
ranged according  to  grades,  with  very  full 
descriptive  notes.  There  is  a  supplementary 
list  for  high  schools.  The  latest  list  was  issued 
July  1894,  but  a  new  edition  is  nearly  ready. 


LOCATION. 

CALIFORNIA. — Libraries  must  be  kept,  when 
practicable,  in  the  school  houses. 

MARYLAND. — Libraries  shall  be  kept  in  the 
school  building  during  the  school  term. 

MONTANA. — Libraries  must  be  kept,  when 
practicable,  in  the  school  houses. 

NEW  YORK. — The  school  library  shall  be 
kept  in  the  school  building  at  all  times. 

PENNSYLVANIA. — The  board  may  set  aside 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  any  school  house  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  library,  or  may  erect 
a  new  building. 

WISCONSIN. — During  the  periods  that  the 
school  is  in  session,  the  library  shall  be  placed 
in  the  school  house.  Legislation  on  this  point 
became  necessary  because  of  the  great  loss  of 
books  when  allowed  to  be  stored  in  different 
places. 

USE. 

CALIFORNIA. — The  library  is  free  to  all  pupils 
of  a  suitable  age  belonging  to  the  school.  Any 
resident  of  the  district  may  have  the  privileges 
of  the  library  by  paying  a  fee. 

NEW  YORK. — The  school  library  shall  not  be 
used  as  a  circulating  library  except  that  so  far 
as  the  rules  fixed  by  the  state  superintendent 
shall  allow,  teachers  and  school  officers  or 
pupils  may  borrow  for  a  limited  time  any  book 
not  needed  for  reference  in  the  school  room. 
The  public  shall  not  be  entitled  to  use  any 
library  in  the  custody  of  the  school  authori- 
ties. 

NORTH  DAKOTA. — The  school  library  is  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  school  district. 
Books  are  loaned  only  to  residents  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

WISCONSIN. — Books  may  be  loaned  to  teach- 
ers, pupils,  or  other  residents  of  the  district. 
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From  this  summary  we  find  mandatory,  per- 
missive, and  suggestive  legislation ;  we  find  in 
all  cases  meagre  appropriations ;  we  find 
libraries  limited  to  reference  books  and  libra- 
ries for  general  reading  ;  we  find  libraries  lim- 
ited to  the  schools,  and  libraries  free  to  all 
residents  in  the  district ;  we  find  the  older 
states  discouraging  district  libraries,  and  de- 
veloping free  public  libraries,  while  the  newer 
states  are  establishing  district  libraries  as  fore- 
runners of  something  better. 

The  original  district  library  was  a  collection 
of  books  for  the  people  living  in  a  certain 
school  district,  and  might  be  kept  anywhere 
in  the  district.  Defects  in  legislation  and  ad- 
ministration have  caused  this  type  of  library  to 
fail  of  its  highest  usefulness. 

The  modern  district  library  seems  to  be 
primarily  for  the  pupils  and  is  kept  in  the 
school  house.  Out  of  twenty-two  states  which 
reported  legislation  for  school  libraries,  only 
one  mentioned  high  school  libraries,  two  or 
three  implied  them,  and  the  general  inference 
is  that  the  others  limit  their  financial  aid  to 
the  grades,  although  four  states  printed  lists 
of  books  suitable  for  high  schools. 

The  reports  were  concerned  with  state  aid 
only,  and  do  not  by  any  means  furnish  an  idea 
of  the  extent  of  high  school  libraries.  Many 
of  these  libraries  depend  upon  municipal  aid 
either  by  provision  of  the  city  charter  or  by 
the  authority  vested  in  the  board  of  education, 
but  in  the  smaller  places  they  depend  to  a 
great  extent  upon  the  individual  efforts  of  the 
principal. 

It  has  always  been  granted  that  college  and 
university  libraries  were  necessary,  and  since 
1835  there  has  been  a  growing  sentiment  in 
favor  of  common  school  libraries,  but  through 
intent  or  oversight  four  important  years  of 
school  life  have  not  been  provided  for. 

For  the  past  few  years,  the  American  Library 
Association  has  earnestly  advocated  state  aid 
to  public  libraries  and,  since  its  formation  in 
1876,  it  has  as  earnestly  urged  the  co-operation 
of  public  libraries  and  public  schools.  Is  it 
the  opinion  of  the  members  of  this  conference 
that  the  public  library  can  furnish  all  the  books 
needed  in  the  high  schools? 

In  1890,  the  editor  of  the  Library  Journal 
said,  "Let  the  school  librarians  raise  their 
voices,  let  them  detail  their  difficulties  and 
wants.  Then,  if  the  experience  of  the  other 


librarians  suggests  to  them  any  remedies  or 
any  good  advice,  they  will  not  be  backward 
in  offering  it."  The  school  librarians  are 
raising  their  voices  and  they  say  that  state 
legislation  is  necessary  in  order  to  have  con- 
certed action,  and  to  force  into  activity  those 
who  neglect  their  opportunities.  When  the 
libraries  fluctuate  with  the  rise  and  fall  of  suc- 
cessive administrations,  their  usefulness  is 
seriously  threatened. 

If  legislation  is  necessary  for  common  school 
libraries,  still  more  is  it  necessary  for  those  of 
secondary  schools,  as  their  studies  call  for 
more  extensive  supplementary  reading,  and 
their  pupils  should  prepare  themselves  for  an 
intelligent  use  of  college  libraries,  or  for  indi- 
vidual reading  through  life. 

In  the  course  of  educational  evolution,  high- 
school  libraries  will  be  forced  by  the  very 
students  who  have  profited  by  the  advantages 
of  the  common  school  libraries.  In  1876  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education  while  re- 
porting favorably  on  common  school  libraries 
stated  that  most  of  the  collections  belonging 
to  the  secondary  schools  were  of  a  miscel- 
laneous character,  consisting  of  gifts  of  indi- 
viduals. There  has  been  a  great  improvement 
since  then,  and  it  is  now  quite  common  for 
high  schools  in  cities  to  be  furnished  with 
reference  books,  and  in  many  cases  with 
books  for  supplementary  reading  also,  with 
carefully  planned  reading  courses,  but  the 
smaller  places  need  encouragement  and  in 
some  cases  force. 

It  is  argued  that  the  public  library  must  be 
induced  to  furnish  books  to  the  schools  and 
that  the  schools  should  not  duplicate.  There 
is  opportunity  for  each  to  work.  Each  high 
school  needs  reference  books  as  equipment, 
and  it  needs  enough  copies  of  books  assigned 
for  supplementary  reading  to  supply  the 
pupils.  It  would  be  a  serious  matter  for  a 
public  library  in  a  large  city  to  furnish  sup- 
plementary reading  for  all  of  the  high  schools. 
It  would  be  equally  serious  in  a  small  town 
to  duplicate  extensively,  on  account  of  lack  of 
funds. 

Economy  through  co-operation  can  be  re- 
alized if  the  public  library  will  make  the  high 
school  a  sub-station,  and  send  there  a  case  of 
interesting  books  for  general  reading. 

If  the  high  school  buys  books  for  general 
reading,  aside  from  the  expense,  there  is  the 
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danger  that  the  pupils  will  associate  the 
books  with  the  school  only,  and  so  lose  the 
influence  of  a  library  after  graduation. 

As  the  school  can  exercise  a  more  steady 
and  a  more  personal  influence  over  the  pupil, 
so  it  makes  the  best  reading  center,  and  the 
best  delivery  station  for  the  public  library,  but 
it  should  train  the  pupils  to  use  the  public 
library  and  not  alienate  them  from  it. 

Teachers  say  that  they  have  no  time  to  attend 
to  a  school  library  because  they  are  already 
overworked.  Unless  the  teachers  take  an 
interest  in  the  library  and  enlist  the  intelligent 
help  of  their  students,  all  legislation  is  use- 
less. More  depends  upon  the  spirit  of  the 
teacher  than  upon  the  list  of  books.  Instruc- 
tion in  the  use  of  libraries  and  in  the  simplest 
methods  of  administration  should  be  given  in 
normal  schools.  Then  the  teacher  could  easily 
instruct  some  interested  pupil  to  work  under 
his  direction  and  need  only  supervise. 

If  the  library  exceeds  one  thousand  volumes 
it  will  pay  the  board  of  education  to  secure 
some  one  of  experience  to  properly  arrange  it, 
and  instruct  some  teacher  how  to  continue  it. 
If  the  board  cannot  afford  this,  or  if  the  library 
consists  of  only  a  few  hundred  volumes,  it 
would  be  an  evidence  of  the  true  missionary 
spirit  for  the  public  librarian  of  the  town  to  give 
a  few  suggestions  for  arranging  the  books 
neatly  and  in  order.  No  teacher  need  say  that 
he  has  not  time  for  the  library  work  when  he 
has  before  him  constantly  such  an  efficient 
staff  as  he  can  find  among  his  older  pupils  and 
every  teacher  knows  how  much  interest  is 
added  to  a  piece  of  work  on  which  the  pupil 
has  been  personally  engaged. 

Superintendents  complain  that  school  libra- 
ries are  poorly  supplied,  poorly  arranged  and 
mismanaged.  Teachers  complain  that  they 
do  not  know  how  to  manage  the  libraries  nor 
how  to  make  them  available  to  the  students 
when  the  resources  are  few.  More  or  less 
formal  administration  lends  dignity  to  the 
library  and  insures  its  protection. 

The  first  element  of  a  successful  school 
library  is  to  grant  free  access  to  the  shelves. 
One  of  the  strongest  arguments  for  the  exist- 
ence of  a  school  library  is  that  the  books  are 
at  hand  when  wanted,  and  often  the  impulse 
to  read  has  gone  by  the  time  the  book  is 
drought  from  a  distance.  A  student  who  does 
not  at  first  care  for  books  will  be  unconsciously 


influenced  by  their  presence,  and  if  allowed 
to  browse  among  them,  will  surely  find  some- 
thing to  interest  him  and  will  absorb  many 
other  things  by  the  way. 

Access  to  the  shelves  will  save  time  for  the 
overworked  teacher,  and  will  serve  as  a  pro- 
tection against  loss  by  theft  by  inculcating  a 
sense  of  ownership  and  of  pride.  The  most 
valuable  result  of  open  shelves  for  young  peo- 
ple is  that  it  develops  a  desire  to  own  books, 
at  first  perhaps  as  furniture,  but  really  for  their 
companionship. 

If  access  to  the  shelves  is  allowed,  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  classify  the  books  by 
subject,  even  though  there  be  only  two  hundred 
volumes,  but  the  school  library  should  choose 
a  system  which  has  a  short  and  simple  nota- 
tion. Either  of  the  first  four  classifications  of 
the  Cutter  Expansive  system  or  the  abridged 
Dewey  Decimal  system  is  appropriate  for  a 
small  library  and  is  capable  of  extension  as 
the  library  grows.  Besides  convenience  of 
arrangement  in  bringing  together  all  books 
on  the  same  subject  it  teaches  the  students 
the  scope  and  relation  of  different  subjects. 

The  small  library  cannot  afford  Poole's  In- 
dex to  Current  Periodical  Literature,  nor  the 
A.  L.  A.  Index  to  General  Literature,  nor  can 
it  afford  the  works  indexed  by  them.  But  the 
small  library  has  many  works  of  collected 
essays  and  scattering  volumes  of  periodicals 
which  contain  much  valuable  material  if  ac- 
cessible, but  which  is  utterly  useless  unless 
indexed.  The  school  library,  then,  should 
index  under  subject,  all  articles  in  these  odd 
volumes  to  supplement  the  books  on  those 
subjects.  Often  these  articles  will  be  the  only 
material  which  a  small  library  has  on  a  sub- 
ject. 

If  a  city  high  school  supports  a  reading-room 
and  saves  its  periodicals  it  might  profitably 
buy  the  Annual  Literary  Index  to  periodicals 
and  essays,  using  each  month  the  periodical 
index  in  the  Review  of  Reviews. 

The  extensive  reference  work  desirable  in 
secondary  schools,  makes  it  necessary  for  the 
teacher  to  secure  the  help  of  the  best  students. 
He  should  teach  them  tp  help  themselves  by 
first  working  with  them  and  then  asking  them 
to  help  others.  He  should  give  talks  to 
groups  of  the  students  about  the  reference- 
books.  He  should  teach  them  that  reference- 
books  include  more  than  dictionaries,  ency- 


SHARP. 


n 


clopaedias  and  atlases.  He  should  give  them 
questions  to  look  up  to  test  their  familiarity 
with  the  books.  He  should  have  the  students 
take  turns  in  looking  up  references  on  debate 
questions,  or  on  subjects  under  discussion  in 
class,  and  he  should  save  all  of  these  refer- 
ences for  future  use. 

The  school  librarian  has  an  advantage  over 
the  public  librarian,  as  he  knows  what  subjects 
are  to  be  taken  up  in  the  various  classes,  and 
when  they  will  come,  so  that  he  can  anticipate 
the  demand  and  have  his  lists  ready.  The 
subjects  recur  each  year  and  the  lists  need  ad- 
ditions only  for  the  past  year  to  be  ready  for 
use  again. 

He  can  teach  history  by  having  a  bulletin 
board  for  anniversaries,  and  on  this  post  refer- 
ences to  the  event  celebrated.  In  the  same 
way  he  can  keep  the  students  interested  in 
current  events  by  posting  clippings  from  the 
daily  papers.  He  can  interest  them  in  art  by 
attaching  to  the  pictures  or  casts  in  the  room 
references  to  the  artists  or  their  work,  and  it  is 
within  the  means  of  most  school  libraries  to 
have  a  frame  in  which  pictures  may  be  fre- 
quently changed,  and  so  exhibit  a  number  of 
reproductions  of  famous  works  of  art. 

He  can  interest  them  in  music  by  posting 
references  about  the  selections  given  at  con- 
certs and  musicales  in  the  town.  He  should 
in  all  cases  induce  them  to  supplement  the 
references  in  the  school  library  with  informa- 
tion found  elsewhere,  in  order  to  cultivate  the 
habit  of  exhausting  a  subject  and  of  using 
other  libraries. 

He  should  anticipate  the  seasons  and  keep 
in  touch  with  school  sports  so  that  the  boy 
who  loves  nature  will  find  a  list  of  out-of-door 
books  ready  for  him  and  the  aspirant  for 
college  honors  will  find  practical  treatises  on 
foot-ball.  He  should  remember  all  holidays 
especially  if  some  superstition  or  curious  cus- 
tom is  associated  with  their  celebration,  in 


order  to  satisfy  the  annual  demand  for  the 
Christmas  poem  and  to  tell  the  young  girls 
how  to  play  Hallowe'en  pranks. 

In  short  he  should  have  a  sincere  conviction 
of  the  importance  of  the  library  in  the  school 
and  should  keep  in  touch  with  every  element 
of  the  student  body,  showing  them  the  re- 
sources of  a  small  collection  of  books  well 
used,  teaching  them  to  appreciate  good  edi- 
tions, good  binding,  and  good  paper,  and  to 
treat  books  as  their  friends. 

The  students  will  acquire  a  love  for  books, 
they  will  do  better  and  broader  school  work, 
they  will  gain  a  knowledge  of  library  methods 
which  may  benefit  their  town  libraries  later, 
and  they  will  carry  away  a  desire  to  own 
books. 

These  suggestions  are  by  no  means  new  to 
librarians,  as  they  are  carried  out  in  college 
and  public  libraries  throughout  the  land,  but 
they  are  offered  to  the  librarian  in  a  secondary 
school  who  is  supposed  to  be  a  teacher  with  no 
knowledge  of  library  work.  They  are  offered 
because  of  a  firm  conviction  that  most  high 
school  libraries,  even  though  quite  well 
equipped  fall  short  of  their  usefulness  be- 
cause mismanaged  or  because  not  managed 
at  all ;  and  they  are  offered  further  because  of 
the  many  inquiries  from  school  librarians  as 
to  how  much  of  so-called  library  science  is 
necessary  for  the  simple  and  orderly  adminis- 
tration of  a  high  school  library. 

Mr.  Horace  E.  Scudder,  the  scholar,  and 
friend  of  young  people,  writes  in  the  Atlantic 
Monthly  for  November,  1893  :  "  Such  a  move- 
ment as  this  (school  libraries)  should  be  fol- 
lowed with  the  closest  attention  that  it  may 
not,  as  in  earlier  instances,  be  started  with  en- 
thusiasm and  then  gradually  lose  its  impetus. 
We  do  not  think  this  will  be  the  history,  be- 
cause the  movement  has  a  deeper  relation  than 
previous  ones  to  the  actual  condition  of  edu- 
cational methods." 
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TV/T  ARGARET  Deland,  in  the  North  Ameri- . 
can  Review,  says  that  journalism  and 
literature  stand  to  each  other  very  much  in  the 
relation  of  the  big  brother  and  the  little  boy. 
Journalism,  strong,  eager,  careless,  goes  strid- 
ing along  ;  by  his  side  the  little  brother,  litera- 
ture, almost  dragged  along  by  the  rough,  good- 
natured  handclasp  of  the  big  brother,  goes 
stumbling  and  panting,  but  striving  to  keep 
up.  The  big  brother  sets  the  tasks  for  the 
little  one  and  sometimes  chucks  him  under 
the  chin  with  good-natured  praise,  sometimes 
blames  him  with  careless  severity.  She  is 
speaking  of  journalism  as  a  patronizing  critic 
of  literature  and  finds  in  this  relation  that 
which  she  makes  the  title  of  her  article,  "A 
Menace  to  Literature."  Whatever  opinions 
we  may  hold  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  view 
we  may  find  more  force  in  the  comparison 
made,  if  applied  merely  to  the  volume  of  the 
production  of  periodicals  and  newspapers,  and 
to  the  proportion  which  they  furnish  of  the 
reading  of  our  people. 

During  the  period  from  1840  to  1894  the 
population  of  the  United  States  has  increased 
from  17,000,000  to  69,000,000.  The  estimated 
value  of  the  books  produced  in  1840  was 
$5,500,000  ;  in  1894  it  may  fairly  be  placed  at 
not  less  than  $70,000,000.  The  number  of  new 
books  issued  for  1857,  the  first  year  for  which 
I  have  found  any  exact  figures,  was  879.  The 
number  in  1893  was  5,134.  The  number  of 
newspapers  issued  in  the  United  States  in  1840 
was  1,258,  with  an  aggregate  circulation  of 
90,361,000  copies  in  that  year.  In  1894  it  was 
19>3°7>  with  an  aggregate  circulation  of  3,464,- 
000,000  copies. 

In  other  words,  during  a  period  of  little 
more  than  half  a  century  the  population  of  the 
United  States  has  increased  more  than  four- 
fold. During  the  same  period,  the  number  of 
newspapers  issued  in  the  country  increased 
fifteenfold,  and  the  total  annual  issue  more 
than  thirtyfold.  The  increased  issue  of  maga- 


zines has  also  been  very  great.  This  is  more 
marked  in  the  size  of  the  editions  issued  than 
in  the  increased  number  of  publications,  al- 
though this  has  been  considerable.  Several 
of  our  magazines  issue  more  than  100,000 
copies  monthly,  and  one  at  least  has  passed 
the  quarter-million  mark. 

This  wonderful  increase  has  been  coincident 
in  time  with  the  establishment  and  extension 
of  our  free-school  system,  which,  if  it  has  not 
proven  to  be  a  remedy  for  and  safeguard 
against  all  moral  and  social  evils,  as  was  pre- 
dicted and  hoped  for  by  its  earlier  advocates, 
has  at  least  accomplished  the  great  work  of 
preventing  the  increase  of  illiteracy,  and 
keeping  the  percentage  of  illiterates  at  about 
the  same  point  during  these  fifty  or  more 
years.  This  work  has  been  done  in  spite  of 
the  difficulty  consequent  upon  a  great  volume 
of  immigration,  bringing  with  it  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  illiteracy  than  that  among  our 
native  population  ;  and  in  spite  also  of  the 
practical  difficulty  of  establishing  schools  in 
the  sparsely  settled  mountain  regions  of  the 
south,  and  of  keeping  the  means  of  education 
within  reach  of  the  enterprising  pioneers,  who 
have  during  the  same  period  rapidly  pushed 
our  frontier  westward  until  it  has  disappeared 
with  the  setting  sun  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  This 
great  work  thus  going  on  has  multiplied  an 
army  of  readers  and  has  created  the  demand, 
which  has  been  met  by  the  wonderful  develop- 
ment of  newspaper  and  magazine  publishing. 

The  volume  of  reading  furnished  by  the 
newspapers  and  magazines  may  be  better  un- 
derstood by  a  comparison  with  some  well- 
known  books.  For  instance,  the  number  of 
words  in  Drummond's  "Ascent  of  Man  "  is 
about  104,828  ;  in  the  first  volume  of  Motley's 
"Dutch  Republic"  173,700;  in  George  Mac- 
Donald's  "Seaboard  Parish"  194,064;  in 
"  Henry  Esmond "  196,650  ;  in  "BenHur" 
223,600;  and  in  the  two  volumes  of  "Mar- 
cella"  158,100. 


BRETT. 


The  Chicago  Tribune  for  Sunday,  July  28, 
1895,  contained,  exclusive  of  advertisements, 
about  200,000  words  ;  for  Monday,  July  29, 
about  75,000  words.  The  Century  Magazine 
for  August  96,500  words;  Harper's  Monthly 
for  August  119,000;  and  Scribner's  for  the 
same  month  68,000.  Thus  a  single  issue  of 
the  Century  Magazine  exceeds  in  volume 
Drummond's  "Ascent  of  Man,"  the  other 
magazines  falling  a  little  short  of  it.  Two 
issues  of  the  average  size  of  the  magazines,  or 
a  single  copy  of  the  Sunday  paper,  or  the 
daily  issues  for  three  week-days,  will  be  about 
equivalent  in  contents  to  the  average  of  the 
important  works  mentioned. 

In  making  such  a  comparison  I  am  well 
aware  that  no  one  person  probably  ever  read 
a  daily  paper  through,  and  that  we  only  select 
the  comparatively  few  things  in  the  whole 
which  interest  us  ;  but,  after  making  all  allow- 
ances, the  figures  are,  I  think,  interesting  as 
indicating  the  immense  quantity  of  newspapers 
and  periodicals  which  are  produced  every 
year,  which  find  a  market  and  receive  atten- 
tion. The  figures  are  interesting  also  as  sug- 
gesting to  what  an  extent  such  a  volume  of 
reading-matter,  much  of  it  only  of  current  in- 
terest, and  soon  passing  out  of  sight  and  out 
of  existence,  may  displace  and  prevent  the 
reading  of  books.  Our  special  interest,  how- 
ever, is  in  magazines  and  newspapers  as  we 
have  them  in  our  libraries.  It  seems  clear 
that  the  newspapers  and  the  magazines  have 
a  definite  place  and  an  important  function  in 
our  libraries. 

Our  principal  concern  is  with  the  present. 
We  need  to  know  what  is  going  on  now.  In 
our  special  vocation  we  must  have  not  only 
the  body  of  knowledge,  which  has  been  ap- 
proved by  experience  and  gathered  into 
books,  but  we  must  also  have  the  latest  in- 
formation and  thought  upon  the  subject,  which 
we  can  find  only  in  the  journal.  Moreover 
our  interest  in  life  extends  far  beyond  our 
own  immediate  work,  and  we  would  know 
something  of  the  whole  range  of  human  ac- 
tivity. 

One  may  be  interested  in  electricity  and 
would  follow  its  progress.  He  can  only  know 
of  the  latest  discoveries  from  the  journals,  but 
he  cannot  read  these  intelligently  unless  he 
already  has  such  knowledge  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject as  can  only  be  acquired  from  some  of  the 


standard  treatises,  and  so  we  need  both  books 
and  journals.  In  physics  we  may  have  learned 
some  time  since  from  the  journals  of  a  new 
classification,  which  is  given  only  in  the  latest 
text-books,  and  renders  all  of  the  older  ones 
obsolete.  We  will  find  the  latest  word  on 
theology  in  the  addresses  of  Prof.  Fairbairn 
and  other  theologians  at  the  summer  school 
of  theology  held  at  Adelbert  college  last  month 
and  published  in  our  daily  papers,  but  we  will 
neither  understand  them  nor  care  for  them 
unless  we  are  well  read  in  theology. 

We  may  have  for  humanity's  sake  an  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of  Armenia.  We  can  gather 
from  the  papers  what  is  happening  there  from 
week  to  week,  and  we  will  probably  find  the 
same  things  digested  and  written  up  more 
carefully  a  month  or  two  later  in  the  maga- 
zines. But  if  we  wish  to  understand  the 
Armenian  question  we  must  read  not  only  the 
history  of  Armenia  but  that  of  Turkey  and 
Russia,  and  indeed  of  all  Europe.  We  must 
know  the  relations  of  the  Asiatic  intruders  to 
civilized  and  semi-civilized  Europe,  the  vari- 
ous interests  of  the  Turk,  the  Muscovite  and 
the  western  powers  in  the  question. 

If  we  were  interested  a  few  years  ago  in  the 
expulsion  of  the  Jews  from  Russia,  we  followed 
the  course  of  events  in  the  daily  papers,  then 
in  the  magazines  and  finally  in  the  books  upon 
the  subject ;  but  to  understand  and  judge  it 
fairly  we  need  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  con- 
ditions in  Russia  than  we  can  obtain  from  any 
of  these  sources — and  so  for  any  subject  on 
which  we  wish  to  be  well  informed,  we  need 
to  supplement  the  book  with  the  magazine  and 
paper.  Accepting  the  reading-room  with  its 
file  of  newspapers  and  magazines  and  the 
magazines  in  our  circulating  departments  as  a 
part  of  our  library  equipment,  it  is  worth  our 
while  to  study  them  that  we  may  select  them 
wisely  and  use  them  effectively.  To  do  this, 
we  must  know  them  as  we  do  our  books. 

In  selecting  books  on  any  controverted  sub- 
jects we  hardly  expect  to  find  in  most  instances 
a  mere  statement  of  facts,  but  also  an  advo- 
cacy of  particular  views,  and  in  order  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  the  book  we  must  know  the 
author's  standpoint  and  the  weight  of  authority 
with  which  he  speaks.  This  is  true  in  religion, 
science,  and  sociology,  and  hardly  less  true  in 
history.  For  instance,  we  do  not  expect  to  find 
a  calm  and  judicial  statement  of  facts  in  Horace 


DENVER    CONFERENCE. 


Greeley's  history  of  the  civil  war,  written  as  it 
was  during  the  heat  of  the  conflict.  What  is 
thus  apparent  in  current  history  is  almost 
equally  true  in  that  which  deals  with  events 
long  past,  and  in  which  we  might  expect  that 
the  accounts  were  all  in  and  the  records 
closed.  Take  as  an  illustration  Grecian  history. 
We  may  recognize  in  Mitford's  "Greece"  a 
plea  for  monarchy  and  a  denunciation  of  de- 
mocracy, prompted  by  the  horrors  of  the 
French  revolution  with  which  the  author  was 
contemporary.  On  the  other  hand  Grote's 
history  is  an  earnest  advocacy  of  democratic 
institutions  and  intended  definitely  as  a  reply 
to  Mitford.  In  selecting  and  in  recommend- 
ing these  books,  we  should  know  this. 

Now  what  is  true  of  books  is  equally  true 
of  papers  and  magazines.  Each  one  of  any 
importance  has  a  character  and  a  standpoint 
definitely  its  own.  This  is,  of  course,  most 
apparent  in  its  treatment  of  political  questions. 
Knowing  the  paper,  one  could  predict  almost 
to  a  certainty  what  it  will  say  in  regard  to  any 
question  which  may  arise  involving  party  poli- 
tics. This  is  equally  true  in  regard  to  other 
questions,  but  not  always  so  apparent,  as  the 
lines  of  division  of  opinion  are  not  so  definitely 
drawn.  For  instance,  in  one  well-known  journal 
we  may  always  expect  to  find  the  most  strictly 
scientific  and  unsympathetic  treatment  of  all 
social  questions,  as  those  involving  the  rela- 
tions of  capital  and  labor.  In  another  we  may 
expect  the  broadest  humanity  and  the  most 
sympathetic  treatment  of  the  same  questions. 
Instances  of  this  may  be  found  in  the  articles 
on  the  London  dock  strikes  a  few  years  ago 
and  on  the  later  strikes  in  this  country.  From 
its  treatment  of  such  notable  cases  we  may 
discern  the  attitude  of  any  important  journal 
upon  similar  questions,  as  they  arise. 

The  character  of  a  paper  or  periodical  shows 
itself  in  other  ways.  One  paper  has  note- 
worthy editorials,  is  especially  careful  and  full 
in  its  financial  news,  pays  particular  attention 
to  book -reviews,  avoids  news  which  is  simply 
sensational,  is  clean  and  is  essentially  a  home 
paper.  Another  is  more  enterprising,  looks 
out  for  that  which  is  catchy  and  sensational, 
undertakes  investigations  and  reforms,  and  in 
this  way  has  accomplished  some  good  and 
gained  some  credit.  Another  paper,  one  of 
the  most  ably-edited  and  best  for  the  news  in 
the  country,  admirable  in  many  respects,  and 


of  great  value  for  its  book-reviews,  has  never- 
theless a  reputation  for  attacking  fiercely  and 
following  up  with  the  most  unrelenting  per- 
sistence all  men  and  measures  against  which 
it  arrays  itself. 

It  is  also  convenient  to  know  which  papers 
pay  attention  to  particular  topics.  For  exam- 
ple, a  paper  ranking  among  the  most  import- 
ant in  many  respects  is  especially  sought  after 
in  army  circles,  as  giving  the  army  and  navy 
news  more  fully  than  any  other.  Another 
gives  more  than  usual  space  to  music  and  art, 
and  another  to  the  interests  of  insurance. 

One  of  the  most  important  things  to  the 
library  is  to  know  which  papers  give  the  fullest 
and  most  reliable  book-reviews.  I  have  thus 
far  spoken  of  papers  of  a  general  scope.  But 
even  among  those  devoted  to  special  subjects, 
while  the  scope  of  the  journal  is  usually  indi- 
cated by  the  title,  it  is  hardly  less  important  to 
know  the  standpoint,  for  instance,  in  the  case 
on  papers  on  economics,  to  know  the  views 
advocated  as  to  money  or  the  tariff  question, 
in  order  to  use  them  intelligently. 

Each  important  magazine  has  its  own  scope 
and  character  quite  as  definitely  as  have  the 
papers.  One  keeps  on  the  even  tenor  of  its 
way  devoted  to  literature,  but  paying  atten- 
tion also  to  art  and  the  other  interests  of  life, 
never  by  any  chance  publishing  anything  which 
could  be  offensive  to  a  cultivated  taste,  and 
has  during  its  career  of  nearly  forty  years  in- 
troduced to  its  readers  more  prominent  Amer- 
ican writers  than  any  other  magazine.  Another, 
while  general  in  its  scope,  pays  special  atten- 
tion to  social  subjects  from  a  humanitarian 
standpoint,  and  treats  religious  subjects  from 
the  standpoint  of  liberal  orthodoxy. 

Another  furnishes  a  forum  for  the  dispas- 
sionate treatment  of  social  or  moral  questions. 
Another  still  might  be  characterized  as  the 
organ  of  the  discontented,  the  amphitheater  in 
which  the  advocates  of  the  oppressed  and  in- 
jured may  fight  their  battles.  Possibly  by  its 
very  vehemence  and  exaggeration  it  may  fix 
attention  upon  existing  evils  and  bring  about 
reforms.  The  list  might  be  extended,  but 
this  suffices  to  show  the  sort  of  knowledge  in 
regard  to  periodicals  which  is  of  value  to  us  in 
making  recommendations  to  readers  and  in 
searching  for  information. 

A  brief  indication  of  the  scope  of  a  large 
number  of  magazines  is  given  in  the  introduc- 
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tion  to  the  Review  of  Reviews  annual  index, 
and  criticisms  and  discussions  may  be  found 
in  various  magazine  articles.  Any  plan  of 
co-operation  which  would  bring  together  and 
render  available  a  consensus  of  opinion  as 
to  the  value  of  the  various  important  mag- 
azines and  papers  in  the  library  would  be 
helpful. 

Each  library-  will,  of  course,  bind  its  own 
local  papers  and  preserve  them  as  local  his- 
tory. An  index  of  important  local  events  kept 
to  date  is  a  matter  of  small  expense  and  great 
convenience  in  searching  for  such  matters 
in  after  years,  when  the  dates  have  been  for- 
gotten. The  expense  of  binding  and  storing 
the  large  papers,  other  than  local,  prevents 
most  libraries  from  preserving  many  of  them, 
valuable  as  some  of  the  matter  contained  would 
be  for  future  reference.  This  has  also  rendered 
any  attempt  at  co-operation  in  indexing  them 
impractical  and  deprives  bibliographical  refer- 
ences to  book -reviews  contained  in  papers  of 
much  of  their  value.  Much  that  is  of  perma- 
nent interest  in  such  papers  as  are  not  bound 
may  be  preserved  in  scrap-books  each  devoted 
to  a  special  subject,  as  biography,  music,  educa- 
tion, libraries,  Christmas  and  other  holidays  ; 
preferably  a  scrap-book  for  each  important 
holiday.  A  series  of  such  scrap-books,  grow- 
ing from  year  to  year,  forms  a  useful  addition 
to  many  of  our  libraries.  An  index  adds  to 
the  convenience  of  using  them,  but  closely 
specialized,  as  a  single  scrap-book  for  cut- 
tings in  regard  to  Christmas,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary. 

The  current  and  recent  numbers  of  the  mag- 
azines fill  an  important  place  in  our  libraries, 
which  lies  between  the  field  of  the  newspaper 
and  the  book.  I  have  already  defined  what  I 
belive  to  be  their  most  notable  function  ;  that 
is,  to  bring  important  subjects  close  to  date, 
giving  us  the  latest  information  and  thought 
upon  them  and  yet  according  them  a  more 
thorough  and  satisfactory  treatment  than  they 
usually  receive  in  the  newspapers.  After  the 
volumes  are  completed,  bound,  and  added  to 
the  series  on  the  shelf,  and  moreover  after  the 
supplemental  volume  of  Poole's  Index,  which 
contains  them,  is  issued,  they  at  once  form  a 
part  of  the  most  important  collection  of  books 
in  the  library. 

Too  high  an  estimate  can  hardly  be  placed  on 
the  index  by  Dr.  Poole  and  the  supplemental 


volumes  by  Mr.  Fletcher.  They  are  the  mas- 
ter-keys for  unlocking  vast  treasures  of  in- 
formation, and  have  rendered  of  great  value 
those  collections  which  were  before  nearly 
valueless  for  reference.  The  only  limit  to 
their  usefulness  is  that  they  do  not  give  us  the 
information  as  close  to  date  as  it  is  convenient 
to  have  it. 

The  greatest  need  now  is  an  index  which 
will  do  for  recent  magazines  what  the  Poole 
and  Fletcher  indexes  do  for  those  a  little  older. 
The  Review  of  Reviews,  as  we  all  know, 
furnishes  an  index  to  current  periodicals, 
which  is  of  value,  but  is  not  full  enough  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  August  number  indexes  112 
periodicals  in  288  entries  ;  or,  less  than  three 
entries  to  each  periodical.  Some  other  work 
of  the  same  sort  has  been  done,  but,  so  far 
as  I  know,  it  is  even  less  complete  than  the 
Review  of  Reviews. 

A  serious  drawback,  to  the  usefulness  of  all 
such  indexes  published  at  short  intervals,  is 
their  rapid  multiplication  and  the  consequent 
necessity  of  looking  in  an  increasing  number 
of  places  for  the  desired  information.  Some 
plan  which  would  furnish  libraries  with  an 
index  of  current  magazines  in  the  form  of 
printed  cards,  similar  to  the  book-cards  pub- 
lished by  the  Library  Bureau,  seems  to  be  a 
desirable  thing.  The  preparation  of  such  an 
index  involves  so  much  expense  as  to  place 
it  beyond  the  reach  of  any  except  the  wealth- 
iest libraries.  I  believe,  however,  that  by  the 
co-operation  of  a  sufficient  number  of  libraries 
the  expense  might  be  reduced  to  a  sum  which 
would  render  it  practicable.  Without  some 
such  help,  the  main  reliance  for  the  use  of  re- 
cent periodicals  must  still  be  upon  the  good 
memory  and  zealous  research  of  our  library- 
assistants. 

It  often  happens  that  the  title  of  an  article 
tells  little  or  nothing  of  its  real  subject.  An 
article  published  in  an  English  review  during 
the  war  ostensibly  on  newspaper-reading  is 
really  a  passionate  defense  of  the  rights  of  the 
southern  states  to  the  independence  for  which 
they  were  fighting,  and  a  fierce  attack  on  the 
national  government  for  its  attempt  to  coerce 
them.  Such  instances,  in  which  the  title  of  an 
article  either  fails  to  give  any  information  as 
to  its  contents  or  conveys  an  entirely  mistaken 
idea,  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

In  such  cases  a  brief  note  on  the  card  giving 
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correctly  the  subject  and  scope  would  be  of 
great  value  and  even  when,  as  is  often  the 
case,  the  title  gives  clearly  the  subject  of  the 
article,  some  additional  information  as  to  its 
scope  and  point  of  view  of  the  writer  would 
aid  the  investigator. 

I  have  not  touched  upon  the  vexed  question 
of  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  of  news- 
paper-reading, about  which  so  much  is  being 
written.  My  only  purpose  has  been  a  brief 
consideration  of  newspapers  and  magazines  as 
we  have  them  in  our  libraries,  an  attempt  to 
define  their  place,  and  to  discuss  their  uses 
and  relations  to  the  books. 

The  periodical  cannot,  nor  should  it,  occupy 
so  large  a  place  in  the  library  as  it  does  in  the 
greater  world  of  readers  and  buyers  of  reading- 
matter.  It  nevertheless  has  an  important 


place  and  a  definite  use,  and  it  is  only  by  a 
clear  understanding  of  this,  it  is  only  by  keep- 
ing this  minor  division  of  our  library  in  its 
proper  proportion  and  relation  to  the  major  one, 
the  books,  and  by  developing  most  thoroughly 
the  resources  of  both,  that  we  can  make  our 
libraries  most  effective.  We  should,  on  the 
one  hand,  give  to  our  readers  that  latest  in- 
formation which  can  only  be  had  from  the 
periodicals,  and  on  the  other  that  broader 
grasp  of  the  subject  which  can  only  come  from 
an  acquaintance  with  the  best  books.  Only 
by  this  clear  understanding  of  the  material  at 
our  command,  only  by  thus  developing  to  the 
fullest  the  resources,  can  we  make  our  libraries 
most  useful,  only  thus  can  we  round  out  their 
work  to  completeness. 


HOW    SHOULD    A    LIBRARIAN    READ? 


BY   DR.  GEORGE  E.  WIRE,    SUPT.   MEDICAL   DEPARTMENT,  THE  NEWBERRY 
LIBRARY,  CHICAGO. 


have  been  engaged  for  several  years 
past  in  telling  how  other  people  should 
read,  what  they  should  read,  what  we  would 
like  to  have  them  read,  what  we  try  to  make 
them  read,  what  they  do  read,  and  various 
other  items  of  vicarious  reading.  Is  it  not 
about  time  we  investigated  ourselves  and  had 
an  experience  meeting  on  our  own  reading? 

I  have  been  invited  to  set  the  ball  rolling  by 
reading  a  paper  on  this  subject,  the  original  of 
which  I  delivered  before  the  Chicago  Library 
Club  early  in  this  year.  As  far  as  I  remember 
I  have  not  yet  seen  in  our  published  A.  L.  A. 
Papers  any  article  on  this  specific  subject ;  and 
in  using  the  word  librarian  I  use  it  in  the  sense 
of  any  one  connected  with  a  library  as  libra- 
rian, assistant,  cataloger,  or  classifier. 

We  all  know  the  popular  idea  about  a 
librarian,  that  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  read. 
I  am  frequently  asked  by  my  medical  and 
legal  friends,  "I  suppose  you  read  a  good 
deal?"  "  I  suppose  you  have  much  time  for 
reading?"  They  are  much  surprised  when  I 
inform  them  that  I  do  no  reading  in  library 
hours,  in  the  sense  they  use  the  word  ;  that 


that  is  not  what  I  am  there  for  and  that  I  have 
no  time  for  it. 

The  public  know  nothing  and  care  nothing 
about  the  technical  work  in  a  library.  They 
have  no  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  necessary 
to  get  the  books  into  shape  for  delivery  and  to 
keep  the  library  in  running  order.  They  ex- 
pect the  books  to  order  themselves,  transport 
themselves  to  the  library,  unpack  themselves 
and  climb  on  the  shelves  already  marked  for 
delivery.  Of  such  matters  as  collation  to  avoid 
duplicates,  checking  invoices,  accessioning, 
cataloging,  classifying,  shelf-listing  and  mark- 
ing, they  have  not  the  remotest  notion.  Many 
persons  apply  for  work  in  libraries  whose  only 
recommendation  is  that  "they  like  books,"  or, 
"are  fond  of  reading,"  or,  "are  of  a  literary 
turn  of  mind." 

Recurring  to  the  question  which  heads  this 
paper,  "How  should  a  librarian  read?"  I 
would  say  that  this  includes  also  several  other 
interrogatories  ;  when,  where,  what,  and  why, 
a  librarian  should  read?  First,  How  he 
should  read?  (Herein  I  use  the  word  he,  as 
the  professor  used  the  word  man,  in  a  generic 
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sense  ;  everyone  knows  the  sisters  are  always 
included  and  are  always  first  in  mind.)  As  to 
the  mechanical  part  of  it,  he  will  scarcely  read 
as  does  the  schoolboy,  nor  will  he  read  with 
a  dictionary  always  at  his  elbow.  .  It  is  hoped 
he  has  at  least  a  high  school  education  and  so 
is  grounded  in  something  more  than  the  rudi- 
ments of  learning.  He  should  read  under- 
standingly,  having  knowledge  of  the  main 
facts  of  history,  science,  literature,  and  art. 

He  should  read  rapidly  as  possible  and  still 
keep  the  sense  of  his  reading.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  require  that  he  read  a  sentence  at  a 
glance,  and  that  his  knowledge  of  common 
words  be  so  good  as  to  enable  him  to  handle 
them  in  masses.  Especially  should  he  culti- 
vate the  habit  of  rapidly  scanning  title-pages, 
binder's  titles  and  backs  of  books,  entries  in 
printed  and  written  catalogs,  entries  in  shelf- 
lists,  etc. 

He  should  learn  to  grasp  a  title  at  once, 
and  accurately,  and  at  the  same  time  go 
through  a  course  of  reasoning  about  it  which 
should  soon  become  partly,  if  not  wholly, 
mechanical.  Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid 
on  this  subject  of  rapid  reading  ;  or,  more 
properly,  perhaps,  scanning.  It  is  purely  a 
professional  reading,  and  with  use  of  tables  of 
contents,  indexes,  and  judicious  skipping,  al- 
lows the  librarian  to  get  oVer  a  vast  amount  of 
ground  in  the  smallest  space  of  time. 

Of  course  he  can  not  read  with  pen  or  even 
pencil  in  hand,  as  does  the  scholar,  either  mark- 
ing the  book  or  taking  notes.  The  former  is  a 
vile  habit  that  no  one  should  be  guilty  of,  even 
with  his  own  books  ;  still  more  should  he  be 
careful  with  library  books,  and  so  set  a  good 
example  to  the  public. 

The  next  two  questions,  When,  and  Where 
should  he  read  ?  may  be  grouped  together  for 
answer.  This  opens  up  the  much  discussed 
question  should  he  read  in  library  hours?  I 
have  already  touched  on  the  subject  from  the 
popular  point  of  view  ;  but  as  we  well  know 
that  is,  alas,  not  true.  In  many  European 
libraries  it  is  the  rule  for  the  librarian  to  read 
in  library  hours.  He  is  in  the  library  partly 
with  that  end  in  view  and  receives  small  wages 
in  consequence.  Libraries  of  this  class  are 
open  only  a  few  hours  a  day,  if  they  are  open 
so  often  as  once  a  day  ;  and  such  libraries,  as 
near  as  we  can  calculate,  are  largely  for  the 


benefit  of  the  librarian.  The  long  hours  of 
closure  are  in  his  favor  also. 

But  this  type  of  librarian  is  not  the  one  with 
which  we  are  familiar  in  this  country.  There 
are  a  few  libraries  here  where  he  may  be 
found,  but  only  a  few.  As  a  rule  the  hours  of 
service  are  supposed  to  be  occupied  in  library 
work,  using  that  term  in  a  more  or  less  re- 
stricted sense  according  to  the  atmosphere  of 
the  library.  It  would  hardly  be  in  order  for 
many  American  librarians  to  do  much  reading 
in  the  library  hours.  Yet  I  think  the  librarian 
should  be  justified  and  allowed,  if  not  ex- 
pected, to  spend  a  reasonable  amount  of  time 
in  acquainting  himself  with  the  resources  of 
his  library.  As  librarian  he  should  be  familiar 
with  the  criticisms  and  reviews  of  new  books, 
should  have  time  to  glance  over  publishers' 
lists  and  second-hand  catalogs,  and  should 
keep  informed  of  the  wants  and  needs  of  the 
library. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  the  original 
reading  of  this  paper,  I  remember  one  librarian 
saying  he  wished  he  had  an  hour  a  day  to 
read  ;  but  so  many  things  had  to  be  done  that 
there  seemed  no  time  for  reading,  not  even 
the  reviews.  Now,  right  here  is,  I  think,  a 
source  of  danger  to  some  of  us.  We  have  so 
many  wheels  to  keep  going,  so  many  irons  in 
the  fire,  that  we  may  neglect  to  improve  our- 
selves. 

We  forget  that  all  the  routine  and  mech- 
anism of  the  library'  is  only  a  means  to  an 
end,  the  getting  of  the  reader  and  the  book 
together.  The  librarian  is  the  living  link  and 
is  the  only  really  indispensable  part  of  the 
machinery.  The  less  a  librarian  knows  the 
less  he  is  worth,  emphatically ;  therefore,  we 
had  best  leave  out  a  few  wheels,  so  there 
will  not  be  so  much  machinery  to  tend,  and 
know  a  little  more  ourselves. 

The  catalogers  should  be  required  to  famil- 
iarize themselves  with  the  bibliography  in  the 
library  and  with  general  works  on  all  subjects. 
Too  often  the  cataloger  is  wofully  ignorant  of 
the  resources,  even  in  a  strictly  bibliographical 
line,  of  the  library  in  which  he  works.  Too 
often  he  labors  at  a  disadvantage  and  spends 
time  fruitlessly  where  knowltdge  of  the 
authorities  would  help  him  materially  in  his 
work. 

The  reference  worker  should  be  expected 
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to  familiarize  himself  with  books  in  a  broad 
way ;  indeed  it  should  be  one  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  place,  that  he  possess  a  good 
working  knowledge  of  history-,  literature,  the 
arts,  and  sciences".  There  is  no  place,  there 
should  be  no  place,  in  a  library  for  uneducated 
people,  they  are  not  to  be  considered  for 
even  what  is  purely  mechanical  work,  so 
called.  No  work  about  a  library  is  so 
mechanical  as  not  to  be  better  done,  and  with 
more  economy  to  the  library,  by  a  person  with 
at  least  a  high  school  education. 

The  librarian  should  be  enough  interested 
in  his  work  to  do  his  private  reading  outside 
library  hours  ;  by  that  I  mean  his  reading  on 
standard  subjects  of  history,  literature,  art,  or 
the  sciences.  This  leads  naturally  to  the  next 
question,  What  a  librarian  should  read  ?  I  do 
not  think  a  librarian  should  waste  his  time  in 
vain  and  profitless  reading.  Aside  from  time 
for  social  duties  he  should  reserve  for  reading 
at  least  an  hour  a  day.  This  time  should  be 
spent  in  a  systematic  manner,  pursuing  a 
definite  scheme ;  I  do  not  say  a  course  of  read- 
ing. He  should  aim  to  keep  in  touch  with  his 
constituency,  and  in  this  day  and  age  the 
burning  questions  of  the  hour,  the  economic 
and  social  topics,  should  be  given  much  prom- 
inence. 

The  library  has  a  most  important  and  most 
sacred  duty  to  perform  in  these  days  of  unrest 
and  of  upheaval,  that  of  providing  good, 
wholesome  literature  for  the  masses.  Par- 
ticularly should  the  librarian  aim  to  keep 
ahead,  not  merely  abreast,  of  the  times  on 
these  economic  topics.  He  should  anticipate 
the  wants  of  his  readers,  whenever  possible, 
in  all  these  lines.  He  should  read  whatever 
is  helpful  to  himself,  especially  on  subjects 
with  which  he  is  not  familiar,  for  it  is  on  just 
such  subjects  he  is  liable  to  be  interrogated 
some  day.  In  many  communities-  he  ranks 
with  the  minister,  and  the  teacher,  as  a  dissem- 
inator of  ideas,  and  he  should  be  ever  on  the 
lookout  for  all  that  will  aid  him  in  his  work. 

This  brings  me  to  the  last  division  of  my  sub- 
ject—  Why  he  should  read  ?  First,  he  should 
read  to  improve  his  own  mind,  for  no  one  is 
so  learned  that  he  cannot  learn  more.  The 
librarian  is  the  sole  surviving  representative  of 
the  class  of  scholars  so  common  up  to  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century,  the  scholars  who 


knew  everything.  Time  was  when  a  man  by 
diligent  study  and  proper  use  of  his  time  could 
boast  that  he  knew  all  knowledge.  This  was 
possible,  simply  because  there  was  not  so  much 
to  know  as  there  now  is.  The  development 
of  any  one  of  the  natural  and  physical  sciences 
in  this  century  is  now  beyond  the  knowledge, 
the  minute  scientific  knowledge,  of  any  one 
man. 

But  the  librarian  is  expected  to  know  some- 
thing of  every  thing,  and  a  good  deal  in  most 
cases.  He  has  at  his  disposal  the  means  of 
acquainting  himself,  more  or  less  thoroughly, 
with  the  progress  of  the  world.  All  the  latest 
discoveries  in  science,  all  the  latest  theories 
in  art,  all  new  works  in  literature,  all  that  is 
new,  comes  sooner  or  later  to  the  eye  of  the 
librarian.  Carlyle  has  truly  said,  in  effect,  that 
a  true  university  is  one  of  books,  and  library 
work  should  be  but  a  synonym  for  a  liberal 
education.  A  library  is  certainly  the  place 
where  much  can  be  learned,  in  fact  more  can 
be  learned  than  in  any  one  school.  The 
wisest  and  best  of  our  modern  schools  are 
using  the  seminar  method  of  teaching  wher- 
ever the  nature  of  the  subject  allows  it.  This 
requires  a  working  library  at  the  disposal  of 
the  student,  and  also  requires  the  student 
to  work  this  library  as  he  would  a  precious 
mine. 

The  librarian  has  an  opportunity  to  improve 
himself  quite  as  much  as  the  special  student. 
I  know  of  two  librarians  who  have  each  ac- 
quired a  good  working  knowledge  of  foreign 
languages  by  individual  effort.  One  of  them 
resolved  to  read  fiction  only  in  French  and 
German,  and  thereby  acquired,  as  I  have  said, 
a  good  working  knowledge  of  those  lan- 
guages. The  other  took  them  up  with  gram- 
mar and  dictionary  and  easy  authors,  as  even- 
ing work,  and  attained  the  same  end.  Many 
of  us  may  not  have  the  advantages  of  a  col- 
lege education,  but  we  have  the  advantage  of 
our  own  libraries  and  of  knowing  books  as  no 
college  student  knows  them.  By  devoting  a 
small  amount  of  our  outside  time  to  systematic 
study  and  keeping  it  up  we  can  at  least  supply 
many,  if  not  all,  of  the  deficiencies. 

In  the  second  place,  he  should  read  in  order 
to  help  other  people.  He  should  be  of  a  help- 
ful, unselfish,  disposition.  We  have  no  use 
for  the  reading  librarian  in  this  country,  and 
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happily,  as  has  been  said,  we  have  few  of 
them.  1  (e  should  not  read  solely  those  topics 
in  which  he  is  interested  but,  as  before  noted, 
should  interest  himself  in  all  topics  in  order 
that  he  neglect  no  useful  thing.  As  guide  and 
pathfinder  he  must  be  content  to  show  the 
way  and  point  out  the  rich  fields  for  those  who 
follow.  It  should  be  his  pleasure  to  do  this  ; 
not  as  a  duty  to  be  discharged,  not  as  an  irk- 
some task,  but  as  finding  it  a  genuine  joy  to 
help  people. 


It  is  so  with  the  librarian,  as  a  class,  for  he 
has  rightfully  earned  an  enviable  reputation  for 
unselfish  devotion  to  the  people.  The  end  and 
outcome  of  all  the  careful  planning  and  work, 
of  all  the  tedious  mass  of  detail,  should  be  to 
help  people  to  read.  As  an  animated  aid  and 
guide  to  readers  his  mission  is  one  of  the 
highest ;  and  as  such  we  leave  him,  having 
tried  to  show  briefly,  how  a  librarian  should 
read. 


HELPING    INQUIRERS. 

BY   GEORGE  T.  LITTLE,  A.  M.,  LIBRARIAN,  BOWDOIN   COLLEGE,  BRUNSWICK,  ME. 


'"PHE  object  of  this  paper  is  to  set  forth  briefly 
the  two  principles  that  underlie  successful 
work  in  aiding  inquirers  in  our  public  libra- 
ries. Let  no  one  smile  at  their  simplicity  or  ob- 
viousness. There  is  no  royal  road  to  excellence 
in  the  so-called  reference  work.  The  assistant 
or  the  librarian  who  stands  at  the  information 
desk,  must  have,  first,  the  ability  to  gain  a 
clear  comprehension  of  the  inquirer's  need ; 
and  second,  such  a  knowledge  of  his  library  as 
will  enable  him  to  use  its  resources,  or  to  pre- 
sent them  for  use,  with  reasonable  readiness. 

I.  Understanding  the  Inquirer.  Difficulty 
often  arises  here  in  two  ways  :  from  haziness  in 
the  mind  of  the  inquirer,  and  from  misleading 
requests  on  his  part.  For  example,  a  middle- 
aged  man  of  common  school  education  hears 
his  pastor  repeatedly  allude  to  the  influence  of 
the  doctrine  of  evolution  on  the  thought  of 
the  age.  Finding  one  day  that  some  one  else 
has  the  novel  he  came  for,  he  is  moved  to  read 
up  evolution,  and  wisely  betakes  himself  to 
you  for  aid.  Now  his  need  for  something  that 
will  at  once  interest  and  instruct  him  is  real 
enough,  but  his  request  for  "  a  good  book  on 
evolution"  partakes  of  the  vagueness  of  his 
knowledge  of  that  theory. 

By  adroit  questioning  as  to  his  previous  read- 
ing and  studies,  you  must  ascertain  whether 
his  mental  training  will  admit  of  his  perusing 
profitably  a  brief  statement  of  the  theory,  like 
Clodd's  Primer  of  Evolution ;  whether  his 
taste  for  natural  science  is  strong  enough  to 
warrant  you  in  handing  him  one  of  Mr.  Dar- 
win's own  works ;  whether  his  interest  in  the 
bible  makes  the  discussion  of  the  interpreta- 


tion of  Genesis,  the  best  avenue  to  this  subject ; 
or  whether,  as  is  so  often  the  case,  both  the 
habits  of  reading  and  the  desire  for  knowledge 
are  of  that  sort  best  satisfied  with  an  article  in 
one  of  the  popular  magazines.  If  you  attempt 
to  answer  his  request  without  making  it  clearer, 
you  may  be  sure  his  course  of  reading  on 
evolution  will  come  to  an  untimely  end. 

More  exasperating,  though  not  so  difficult  to 
prescribe  for,  is  the  inquirer  who  knows  his 
need,  but  misleads  you  in  stating  it.  He 
wishes  the  text  of  the  Latin  verses  that  Mary, 
Queen  of  Scots,  is  said  to  have  written  in  her 
captivity,  and  he  asks  for  the  most  extended 
history  of  England  ;  or,  he  wants  the  name  of 
an  island  in  the  Pacific  that  is  spelled  with 
eleven  letters,  and  he  calls  for  your  most 
comprehensive  work  on  geography. 

A  librarian  of  tact  can  generally  find  oppor- 
tunity to  ask  the  special  purpose  for  which 
any  extended  work  is  desired,  especially  if  it 
is  not  alphabetically  arranged  or  well  indexed, 
and  thus  succeed  in  rendering  the  needed 
assistance.  Diffident,  as  well  as  conceited, 
seekers  after  knowledge  often  waste  hours  by 
not  divulging  the  exact  object  of  their  search, 
though  they  are  ready  to  request  aid  and  have 
no  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  their  investigation. 

When  the  inquirer  knows  what  he  wants 
and  asks  for  it  with  ordinary  clearness,  it  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  his  need  will  be 
comprehended  at  once.  The  English  lan- 
guage can  conceal  thought  as  well  as  express 
it.  The  librarian  must  be  cordial  enough  to 
lead  the  inquirer  to  speak  freely  and  fully. 
He  must  have  enough  of  intellectual  sympathy 
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to  understand  the  words  in  the  sense  they  are 
spoken.  Such  adjectives  as  "short,"  "long," 
"scholarly,"  "popular,"  "standard,"  when 
applied  to  books  vary  in  their  force  with  the 
speaker. 

Above  all  he  must  strive  not  to  consciously 
assume  the  position  of  mental  superiority.  If 
he  does,  he  places  a  hindrance  in  the  way  of 
his  giving  real  assistance  that  may  become  at 
any  moment  an  impassable  barrier.  In  a 
word,  the  mental  dexterity  of  a  lawyer,  the 
manners  of  a  diplomat,  and  the  patience  of  a 
saint  are  qualities  the  librarian  must  cultivate, 
if  he  would  clearly  comprehend  the  inquiries 
put  to  him. 

II.  Mastery  of  the  Library.  A  few  libra- 
rians meet  the  popular  ideal  and  are  walking 
encyclopedias.  Most,  however,  know  only 
because  they  know  where  to  find  the  facts.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  the  librarian's  servicea- 
bleness  to  inquirers  varies  with  his  familiarity 
with  the  scope  and  character  of  the  books  that 
make  up  his  collection.  In  particular,  he 
should  aim  to  have  the  acquaintance  of  an  ex- 
pert:  (i)  with  reference  books,  (2)  with  the 
classification  of  the  library,  (3)  with  recent 
bibliographies. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  questions  asked 
a  librarian  can  be  answered  from  books  of 
reference,  if  of  recent  issue.  Much  of  this  in- 
formation, however,  is  not  available  to  the 
ordinary  inquirer,  because  he  does  not  know 
the  work  to  which  he  should  turn,  or  does  not 
understand  how  to  use  it.  The  efficient  helper 
is  one  who  can  do  both.  He  has  familiar- 
ized himself  not  only  with  the  character  and 
scope,  but  also  with  the  idiosyncrasies  of 
the  common  cyclopedias  and  dictionaries. 
For  instance,  the  peculiar  genealogical 
grouping  in  Appleton's  Cyclopedia  of  Ameri- 
can Biography  will  not  prevent  his  discovering 
the  notice  of  Gerrit  Smith,  the  philanthropist, 
in  the  paragraph  headed  Peter  Smith.  He 
will  know  or  notice  that  the  full  list  of  abbre- 
viations in  the  appendix  of  the  Standard 
Dictionary  is  supplemented  by  another  of 
academic  degrees  under  the  word  degree  in 
the  body  of  the  work. 

Of  far  greater  moment,  however,  is  the  wide- 
ness  of  the  range  of  books,  which  the  skilled 
librarian  uses  as  tools.  He  strives  to  reinforce 
the  usual  group  of  reference  books  with  an 
array  of  authoritative  works  relating  to  the 


various  departments  of  knowledge.  His  con- 
stant aim  is  to  hear  of  some  trustworthy  book 
to  fill  a  weak  point  in  the  circle  of  things  to 
be  asked  about. 

This  conscious  endeavor  to  collect  a  series  of 
books  that  will  enable  him  to  find  something 
about  everything,  is  naturally  attended  by  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  particular  clas- 
sification adopted  in  his  own  library.  Fortu- 
nate the  librarian  who  has  himself  classified  a 
large  part  of  the  books  under  his  care  ;  even 
more  fortunate  the  one  who  has  so  studied 
Encyclopedia  —  as  defined  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Rich- 
ardson at  the  Lake  George  Conference  —  that 
his  own  conception  of  the  relations  of  things 
will  supplement  any  deficiencies  of  the  partic- 
ular system  in  use  in  his  library. 

For  the  librarian  must  not,  like  the  reader, 
be  dependent  merely  upon  the  index  to  the 
classification.  He  must  so  understand  the 
shading  of  one  subject  into  another  as  to  have 
at  command  mental  cross-references  that  never 
materialize  in  an  index,  or  would  appear  there 
only  to  mislead.  He  must  not,  for  instance,  be 
dismayed,  on  having  a  request  for  literary  mat- 
ter on '  'thoroughness, ' '  to  find  that  neither  essay 
nor  classification  index  is  apparently  of  service. 

"To  choose  time  is  to  save  time."  The 
reference  librarian  must  not  only  choose  time 
by  anticipating  and  preparing  for  inquiries 
upon  subjects  that  will  probably  command 
public  attention,  but  by  collecting,  arranging 
and  annotating  bibliographies.  By  biblio- 
graphies, I  do  not  refer  so  much  to  the  more 
pretentious  works  of  this  sort,  invaluable  to 
the  special  investigator  and  the  cataloger,  as 
to  the  more  informal  and  helpful  notes  and 
essays  which  fortunately  are  becoming  of  fre- 
quent appearance  in  library  bulletins  and  liter- 
ary newspapers,  and  which  find  both  a  model 
and  an  illustration  in  Mr.  W.  E.  Foster's  Ref- 
erence Lists.  The  librarian  is  not  only  to  be 
on  the  lookout  for  these,  he  must  preserve 
them  (or  references  to  them)  in  such  a  way 
as  to  be  of  immediate  service. 

It  is  quite  possible  for  a  person  of  ordinary 
memory  and  ability,  by  careful  study  of  refer- 
ence books,  by  familiarity  with  the  arrange- 
ment of  his  library,  and  by  attention  to  the 
aids  which  his  fellow  librarians  have  put  in 
print,  to  gain  that  "respectable  amount  of 
information  about  a  great  many  things"  essen- 
tal  to  work  at  the  information  desk. 
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C  INCE  it  is  by  means  of  the  catalogue  that  the 
books  in  a  library'  are  expected  to  accom- 
plish the  purpose  for  which  they  were  created, 
it  naturally  follows  that  the  catalogue  should 
be  so  presented  that  it  will  be  within  the  reach, 
both  literally  and  figuratively,  of  all  who  care 
to  use  it.  In  these  days  of  trained  assistants 
much  more  attention  is  given  to  the  proper 
classification  of  the  library  ;  to  looking  into 
the  future  for  the  lines  along  which  it  is  likely 
to  develop  ;  and  in  fixing  upon  that  system  or 
combination  of  systems  most  likely  to  meet 
the  requirements.  With  the  help  of  such  sug- 
gestive guides  as  the  Dewey  Decimal  System, 
the  Cutter,  Harvard,  or  Berkeley  classifica- 
tions, the  decision  ought  to  be  a  comparatively 
easy  matter. 

But  when  these  preliminaries  are  settled,  the 
vexing  question  is,  in  what  form  and  through 
what  medium  shall  the  catalogue  be  pre- 
sented? Where  the  public  is  excluded  from 
the  shelves  and  the  time  of  the  librarians  is 
fully  taken  up  with  the  giving  out  and  receiv- 
ing of  books,  some  guide  to  the  contents  of 
the  library  must  be  furnished  or  the  whole 
collection  is  virtually  lost.  Shall  it  be  that 
much  abused  old  standby,  the  card  catalogue, 
or  is  that  to  give  place  to  those  later  con- 
trivances the  Leyden  and  Sacconi  binders,  or 
the  Rudolph  appliances?- 

They  are  all  modifications  of  the  card  cata- 
logue and,  though  going  beyond  it  in  many 
ways,  still  share  in  its  disadvantages.  The 
binders,  by  their  convenient  size  for  handling 
and  the  ease  with  which  additions  may  be  made, 
possess  an  advantage  which  is  overbalanced 
by  the  rapidity  with  which  they  accumulate 
and  the  space,  available  for  other  matter,  oc- 
cupied by  them.  Like  the  card  catalogue, 
too,  because  of  direct  contact  with  the  hands 
of  a  not  too  clean  public,  they  are  liable  to  be- 
come gradually  unfit  to  be  used  at  all,  and 
must  be  replaced  by  new  ones.  That  is  one 
of  the  serious  drawbacks  to  the  card  catalogue 
and,  with  every  possible  precaution,  each  re- 
copying  is  a  fruitful  source  of  errors. 

Therein  the  Rudolph  Indexer  has  the  ad- 


vantage, because,  its  insertions  being  under 
glass,  when  once  the  work  is  in  position  there 
is  little  necessity  for  its  being  recopied.  An- 
other point  in  its  favor  is  the  convenient  height 
of  the  case.  Having  six  pages  spread  at  one 
time  before  you,  by  the  small  exertion  of  turning 
a  crank,  economizes  the  time  and  consequently 
much  of  the  nerve  power  of  the  searcher. 

On  the  other  hand,  great  care  is  necessary  in 
placing  the  insertions,  particularly  the  author 
entries,  in  position.  Since  the  author's  name 
usually  appears  on  a  line  by  itself,  with  his 
works  indented  below  it,  there  is  always  the 
possibility  of  shifting  the  responsibility  of  a 
book  upon  some  one  holding  diametrically 
opposite  views.  This  difficulty  may  be  over- 
come to  a  considerable  extent,  either  by 
making  notes  upon  the  back  of  each  slip  or, 
better  still,  by  marking  the  author's  initials  in 
red  ink  at  the  left  hand  side  of  each  entry.  As 
the  White  Knight  would  say,  "this  is  an  in- 
vention of  my  own,"  which  has  proved  very 
satisfactory.  In  cases  where  one  person  has 
written  some  books,  and  translated,  edited, 
or  compiled  others,  these  distinctions  may  be 
preserved  by  placing  a  tiny  figure  i  under  the 
initial  of  his  surname  for  each  translation,  a  2 
for  the  edited  works,  a  3  for  each  compilation, 
and  so  on.  Of  course  the  danger  of  misplace- 
ment is  serious  only  in  the  case  of  writers 
whose  works  are  not  very  well  known,  but  it  is 
annoying  at  any  time,  and  emphasizes  the  ne- 
cessity of  employing  only  skilled  labor. 

Another  rock  to  be  avoided  is  that  of  filling 
the  Indexer  too  full.  If  its  capacity  be  ex- 
ceeded so  that  the  chain  of  leaf-holders  ap- 
proaches the  sides  of  the  case  within  less  than 
about  six  inches,  it  is  likely  to  result  in  a  pied 
heap  on  the  bottom  of  the  box.  The  same 
result  may  be  expected  if  the  two  drums,  over 
which  the  chain  must  ride,  be  not  so  nicely  ad- 
justed as  to  stand  exactly  parallel.  Since  ac- 
cidents of  this  kind  are  liable  to  happen  in  the 
best  regulated  libraries,  it  is  well  to  render 
them  as  harmless  as  possible  by  covering  the 
floor  of  the  Indexer  with  clean  paper,  or  a 
blotter,  to  absorb  any  stray  oil  that  may  have 
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dripped  from  the  mechanical  portions.  But, 
allowing  for  all  these  shortcomings,  it  is  the 
most  satisfactory  contrivance  that  has  been 
produced  thus  far.  It  is  more  convenient  to 
use,  renders  the  search  quicker  and  more  sat- 
isfactory, and  may  be  made  a  thoroughly  re- 
liable copy  for  the  printer,  in  case  a  printed 
catalogue  be  desired. 

Now  as  all  these  appliances,  the  Leyden 
and  Sacconi  binders,  and  the  Rudolph  con- 
trivances, serve  merely  for  use  in  the  library  it 
would  seem  as  though  some  sort  of  a  printed 
list  is  needed  ;  especially  in  those  libraries 
where  the  attendance  is  so  large  as  to  make 
waiting  for  a  turn  at  the  catalogue  tedious. 
With  but  the  one  list  for  every  one,  unless 
the  reader  has  a  clear  idea  of  what  particular 
book  he  wishes  to  read,  the  possibility  of 
making  a  satisfactory  selection  with  the  con- 
sciousness of  limited  time  is  not  very  favor- 
able. Printed  lists  of  interesting  courses  of 
reading,  and  periodical  bulletins  of  the  new 
accessions,  help  to  remove  the  strain  from 
the  official  catalogue. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  bulletins  increase  the 
circulation  of  the  particular  books  they  contain 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  works,  equally  inter- 
esting and  well-written,  which  have  appeared 
only  in  the  official  catalogue.  This  goes  to 
prove  that  printed  lists  are  an  advantage,  but 
with  a  limit  of  usefulness  soon  reached.  Their 
rapidly  increasing  alphabets,  by  exhausting 
the  patience  of  the  long-suffering  public,  force 
the  conviction  that  something  more  compre- 
hensive is  needed,  and  the  printed  catalogue 
suggests  itself  as  a  natural  consequence. 

At  the  Lake  Placid  meeting  of  the  Association 
a  question  respecting  the  cost,  preparation, 
and  mechanical  execution  of  printed  cata- 
logues was  left  in  the  question-box  unan- 
swered, and  has  been  given  to  me  to  work  out. 

In  trying  to  form  an  estimate,  so  many 
varying  circumstances  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  that  the  conclusion  will  at  best 
hardly  furnish  a  reliable  working  basis.  The 
preparation  of  the  work  from  the  very  begin- 
ning makes  comparison  difficult,  since  some 
catalogers  work  more  quickly  and  reliably, 
accomplishing  more  in  a  given  time,  than  do 
others  who  receive  the  same  compensation. 
The  weight  of  the  paper  used,  and  the  styles 
of  type,  are  important  factors  in  the  cost.  The 
entries  for  the  catalogue  vary  in  length  in  dif- 


ferent libraries,  from  the  shortest  possible  title 
to  the  longest  bibliographical  style.  Even  the 
manner  of  preparing  the  copy  for  the  printer 
has  its  variety,  since  some  prepare  a  man- 
uscript regularly,  while  others,  more  econom- 
ically inclined,  have  the  printing  done  from 
the  catalogue  cards  directly.  In  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  page,  double  columns  will  be 
found  rather  more  economical  than  a  single 
one  of  wide  measure. 

Attempting  to  pass  over  these  difficulties, 
two  finding-lists  have  been  selected,  having 
enough  points  in  common  to  render  a  com- 
parison possible.  Both  are  octavo  volumes, 
printed  upon  manilla  paper,  with  short  titles. 
One,  the  Scranton  Public  Library  Finding-List 
No.  i,  lists  about  12,000  volumes  upon  205 
pages  at  $2.58  per  page  ;  or,  about  4  cents  per 
volume.  The  11,000  volumes  shown  in  the 
Finding-List  of  the  Salem  Public  Library  fill  218 
pages  at  a  cost  of  $2.58  per  page  ;  or,  about  5 
cents  per  volume. 

The  catalogue  of  English  Prose  Fiction  of 
the  Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  Library,  printed 
rather  more  elaborately  upon  heavy  white 
paper,  brings  up  the  cost  per  volume  to  about 
6  cents. 

These  were  all  printed  by  the  ordinary 
method  of  composition,  and  so,  perhaps,  it 
might  be  interesting  to  compare  with  them 
data  of  work  done  on  the  linotype.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  estimate  offered  by  the  Frieden- 
wald  Company  of  Baltimore  on  a  Fiction 
Finding-List,  on  manilla  paper,  for  the  Pratt 
Institute.  All  prices  given  include  sewed 
binding,  muslin  back,  and  manilla  board 
cover,  so  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  two 
editions  will  probably  represent  the  cost  of 
composition. 

EDITION    OF    ONE    THOUSAND    COPIES. 

For  black-faced  head-entries  and  call-numbers  : 

1.  Brevier  pages,  first  ed.,$3-75;    later  ed.,  $2.25. 

2.  Nonpareil  pages,  first  ed.,  $6.00;  later  ed.,  $3. 40. 
Head-entries  and  call-numbers  in  regular-faced  type: 

1.  Brevier  pages,  first  ed.,  $2.70;   later  ed.,  $1.75. 

2.  Nonpareil  pages,  first  ed. ,  $4,24 ;  later  ed. ,  $2.50. 

EDITION    OF    FIVE    HUNDRED    COPIES. 

Black-faced  head-entries  and  call-numbers: 

1.  Brevier  pages,  first  ed.,  $3-45 ;  later  ed.,$i.95. 

2.  Nonpareil  pages,  first  ed.,  $5-7°;  later  ed.,  $3.10. 
Head-entries  and  call-numbersrin  regular-faced  type: 

1.  Brevier  pages,  first  ed.,$2.4o;     later  ed.,  $1.45. 

2.  Nonpareil  pages,  first  ed.,  $3.94;  later  ed..  $2:20." 
The  type-bars  properly   indexed  are   kept  in  the 

vaults  of  the  Friedenwald  Co. 
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Miss  Plummer  says  further,  that  the  prices 
quoted  for  subsequent  editions  are  based  upon 
a  lapse  of  two  years.  Beyond  that  time  they 
would  charge  about  ten  per  cent,  additional 
on  the  price  already  quoted  for  later  editions. 
The  great  difference  in  the  cost  between  the 
black-faced  and  the  regular-faced  type  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  black-faced 
matrices  must  be  inserted  by  hand,  which  takes 
about  three  times  as  long. 

Another  case  is  that  quoted  from  the  article 
by  Mr.  Richardson  of  Princeton  College 
Library,  in  the  Symposium  on  Linotyping 
Library  Catalogs  printed  in  the  Library  Journal 
of  August,  1894.  "In  June,  1893,  a  special 
collection  of  books  on  political  science  having 
been  given  to  the  library,  a  linotype  finding- 
list  was  made  of  this  department  (44  pp.). 
Two  later  single  editions  have  been  made  of 
the  body  of  this  (36  pp. ),  with  additional  lines. 
The  third  edition  cost  altogether  about  $3 
against  the  nearly  $100  which  it  would  have 
cost  new  set  in  type.  It  is  not  typographically 
good,  but  it  indicates  unmistakably  that  the 
system  is  practicable."  The  generally  accep- 
ted conclusion  of  the  Symposium  seems  to  be 
that  the  linotype  can  be  used  to  advantage. 

The  life  of  the  type  is  supposed  to  be  about 
20  editions,  or  a  maximum  of  50,000  impres- 
sions, although  it  is  stated  that  the  Linotype 
Reporting  and  Printing  Co.  of  32  Park  Row, 
New  York,  has  patented  a  process  of  copper- 
facing  which  will  last  a  century.  The  expense 
of  printing  successive  editions  will  amount  to 
little  more  than  the  cost  of  the  new  material 
added  to  the  interest  on  the  standing  metal. 
The  ordinary  metal  costs  from  8J  to  9*  cents 
per  pound,  or  less ;  and  for  a  catalogue  of 
from  1,000  to  1,200  pages,  about  7  tons  would 
be  required,  according  to  the  estimate  given 
by  Mr.  Nathan  Billstein,  of  the  Friedenwald  Co. 

It  has  been  urged  that  since  the  machine 
casts  but  one  line  at  a  time,  the  parts  of  a 
title  composed  of  several  lines  are  liable  to 
become  separated.  But  the  size  and  shape  of 
the  line  is  such  that  it  would  seem  simple 
enough  to  clamp  together  those  which  form 
one  entry  and  arrange  them  in  cases  like  a 
card  catalogue. 

This  possibility  of  storing  the  type-bars  is 
interesting  in  its  bearing  upon  the  much- 
discussed  idea  of  centralization  in  cataloging. 
Unless  too  much  is  claimed  for  it  in  theory 


which  practice  will  not  bear  out,  the  linotype 
furnishes  the  most  economical  solution  to  the 
problem.  For  example,  an  enterprising  book- 
publisher  invests  in  several  machines  and 
establishes  a  bureau  superintended  by  a  com- 
petent cataloger  whose  duty  it  is  to  have 
entries  for  all  books  cast  upon  the  linotype 
and  filed  away  in  order.  The  bars  are  then 
stored  away  for  future  use. 

Generally  speaking,  all  libraries  are  com- 
posed of  very  much  the  same  works.  Now, 
if  a  certain  number  of  institutions  can  meet 
together  and  decide  upon  some  classification, 
which,  like  the  Cutter  system,  admits  of  iden- 
tical call-numbers,  periodical  invoices  of 
books  can  be  obtained  from  the  Central  Bureau 
and  furnished  with  the  required  numbers  of 
reliable  slips  ready  to  be  inserted  in  the  cat- 
alogue. Books  in  the  library  before  the 
organization  of  the  company  may  be  listed  in 
the  library  or  indicated  upon  check-lists  furn- 
ished by  the  bureau,  and  all  necessary  entries 
supplied  from  them.  At  such  time  as  a  printed 
catalogue  may  seem  necessary,  it  may  be  ob- 
tained in  the  same  way. 

This  would  of  course  prove  most  satisfactory 
in  the  case  of  small  libraries  of  from  5,000  to 
10,000  volumes.  Larger  libraries  do  not  take 
kindly  to  co-operative  cataloging  except  in  the 
use  of  the  indispensable  Poole's  and  A.  L.  A. 
Indexes.  These  larger  libraries,  if  they  can 
afford  the  outlay  necessary  to  purchase  a  lino- 
type of  their  own,  will  be  more  independent. 

Works  will  be  cataloged  from  the  books 
directly,  and  from  the  bars  once  cast  periodical 
bulletins  will  be  printed  and  the  type-entries 
filed  away  in  some  systematic  arrangement. 
These  bulletins  will  be  distributed  among  the 
patrons  of  the  library  besides  being  mounted 
upon  cardboard  and  inserted  in  the  Rudolph 
Tndexer.  As  soon  as  it  seems  desirable  to 
publish  a  catalogue  of  the  entire  contents,  it 
will  be  printed  from  the  standing  type-bars. 
In  order  to  economize  as  much  as  possible, 
the  Indexers  will  be  cleared  as  soon  as  the 
catalogue  is  issued,  and  then  used  merely  to 
hold  supplementary  lists  between  the  succes- 
sive editions  of  comprehensive  catalogues, 
while  the  lines  of  type  form  the  real  official 
catalogue. 

From  this,  through  the  ease  with  which  the 
bars  may  be  taken  out  and  arranged  in  differ- 
ent combinations,  convenient  lists  of  books  on 
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current  questions  will  be  issued  from  time  to 
time.  Catalogues  of  fiction,  philosophy  and 
religion,  history  and  biography,  literature,  or 
whatever  subject  seems  most  likely  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  library,  may  be  pub- 
lished when  the  time  seems  ripe.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  these  lists  be  elaborate  tri- 
umphs of  bibliographical  skill.  A  guide  which 


brings  the  contents  of  the  library  before  the 
busy  public  in  the  simplest,  most  easily  com- 
prehended manner,  is  the  best  for  all  practical 
purposes.  And  the  linotype  with  its  wonder- 
ful possibilities  holds  out  the  hope  that  such 
lists  will  not  in  the  future  continue  to  be  the 
almost  unattainable  luxury  which  they  are  at 
present. 


CATALOGING    IN    THE    FUTURE. 

BY   GEORGE   WATSON   COLE,  LIBRARIAN,  JERSEY   CITY   FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


\\  7" HEN  arranging  for  the  program  of  the 
Denver  Conference  the  president  asked 
me  to  prepare  a  paper  on  library  catalogues. 
Press  of  work  prevented  acceptance  of  the  in- 
vitation, and  in  its  stead  the  following  remarks 
are  submitted : 

That  the  preparation  and  printing  of  cata- 
logues is  a  source  of  very  great  expense  to 
libraries  is  a  too  well  known  fact  among  mem- 
bers of  our  profession  to  be  dwelt  upon  at 
length.  The  work  is  expensive  from  whatever 
point  we  look  at  it.  The  time  and  labor  in- 
volved in  preparing  a  catalogue,  by  a  catalog- 
ing force,  is  simply  appalling,  when  it  is  taken 
into  consideration  that  this  work  must  be  du- 
plicated by  every  library  owning  a  copy  of  the 
book  cataloged.  The  proper  maintenance  of 
an  efficient  cataloging  staff  is  the  one  expense 
which  is  the  hardest  to  impress  upon  the  trus- 
tees as  being  a  necessity. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  success  of  any 
library,  other  things  being  equal,  depends  en- 
tirely upon  the  excellence  of  its  catalogue. 
Given  two  libraries  containing  the  same  ma- 
terial (having,  if  you  please,  identically  the 
same  books  on  their  shelves),  the  one  with 
a  perfect  catalogue,  the  other  with  a  poor  cat- 
alogue, and  the  proportionate  work  done  by 
these  two  libraries  can  safely  be  predicted 
beforehand  from  the  character  of  their  cata- 
logues. 

Another  feature  should  not  be  overlooked  : 
I  refer  to  the  means  of  circulating  catalogues, 
when  made,  among  the  patrons  of  the  library. 
A  reference  library,  whose  readers  must  come 
to  the  library  to  study,  may  be  able  to  get 
along  without  a  printed  catalogue,  but  the 
free  public  circulating  library  never !  The 
printed  catalogue,  or  finding-list,  can  no  more 
be  dispensed  with  in  such  libraries  than  an 
engine  can  be  run  without  coal  or  water.  The 


better  its  catalogues  the  more  successful  will  the 
library  be  in  drawing  readers  to  its  shelves. 

The  expense  of  printing  has  led  to  all  kinds 
of  shifts  in  order  to  get  a  catalogue,  or  rather 
some  kind  of  a  catalogue,  at  a  minimum  cost. 
Hence  we  have  the  title-a-liner  finding-list, 
and  more  recently  those  printed  by  the  lino- 
type process.  To  the  librarian  who  has  seen 
and  handled  the  books  which  are  merely  hinted 
at  in  such  lists,  they  are  of  some  slight  value, 
because  of  his  previous  knowledge  of  them  ; 
but  what  shall  we  say  of  the  general  public 
whose  only  knowledge  of  these  same  books 
must  be  obtained  from  such  skeleton  outlines? 

Our  libraries  must  have  better  and  fuller 
catalogues.  Catalogues  which  may  convey  all 
the  information  that  is  demanded  by  the  mind 
of  the  average  reader. 

The  expense  of  such  catalogues  is  such  as  to 
debar  many  libraries  from  even  attempting 
them.  If  one  library  goes  to  the  great  ex- 
pence  necessary  to  secure  a  fine  catalogue, 
and  gets  just  such  a  catalogue  as  it  wants,  it 
has  done  well.  Every  library  in  the  country 
may  have  the  best  catalogue  that  can  be  made, 
but  if  my  library  does  not  go  to  the  expense 
of  preparing  its  own  catalogue  and  printing  it, 
it  is  very  little  if  any  better  off,  than  if  the 
other  libraries  had  taken  no  steps  in  the  mat- 
ter. In  other  words,  the  catalogues  of  other 
libraries,  however  excellent  in  themselves,  are 
of  but  the  slightest  use  to  any  other  library. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  can  offer  any  present 
solution  to  this  difficulty,  but  in  a  paper  which 
has  been  published  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  Club  (Occasional  Papers,  No.  3),  I  have 
advanced  some  ideas  which  may  be  of  use  in 
this  connection  even  if  not  printed  herewith. 

NOTE. — It  was  hoped,  and  rather  expected,  that  Mr. 
Cole  would  find  it  possible  to  amplify  the  above  article 
prior  to  its  printing  in  these  Papers.  Severe  illness  at 
that  time,  however,  put  his  doing  so  out  of  the  question, 
and  the  remarks  stand  as  at  first  submitted. 
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INTERNATIONAL    BIBLIOGRAPHY    OF    SCIENTIFIC   LITERATURE. 


BY  CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS,  LIBRARIAN,  JOHN   CRERAR   LIBRARY,  CHICAGO. 


QINCE  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association 
*-"^  the  subject  of  International  Bibliography 
has  attracted  so  much  attention  that  it  is  not 
strange  that  this  topic  should  he  considered 
worthy  a  place  on  the  program.  It  is  one  of 
great  interest  to  me  personally,  and  the  loss 
of  the  opportunity  to  discuss  it  with  other 
librarians  is  another  cause  for  regret  at  my  in- 
ability to  be  present  at  the  meeting  this  year. 
My  attitude,  however,  would  be  so  decidedly 
that  of  a  questioner  and  learner  that  it  is  a 
very  great  embarrassment  to  find  that  I  am 
expected  to  open  the  discussion.  Yet  such  a 
position  has  its  advantages,  as  it  gives  an  op- 
portunity for  an  impersonal  presentation  of 
the  subject,  which  shall  outline  the  present 
status  of  the  question,  and  indicate  the  points 
on  which  discussion  is  most  needed  without 
offering  extended  argument  on  those  points. 

Presumably  all  are  familiar  with  the  circular 
of  the  Royal  Society  proposing  co-operation 
in  the  preparation  of  a  subject  index  of  scien- 
tific literature,  and  with  the  responses  of  Har- 
vard University  and  the  Franklin  Institute,  as 
published  in  the  Library  Journal.  Those 
especially  interested  in  the  subject  doubtless 
have  followed  the  discussion  in  Science,  which 
has  shown  such  a  range  of  opinion  as  would 
indicate  that  the  five  years  suggested  by  the 
Royal  Society  are  none  too  many  to  secure 
agreement  on  the  points  considered. 

Yet  the  answers  to  the  circular  have  been 
so  encouraging  that  the  Council  of  the  Royal 
Society  has  approved  the  recommendation  of 
its  committee,  that  an  international  conference 
of  representatives  of  the  several  nations  en- 
gaged in  scientific  work  be  held  in  London 
next  July,  to  discuss  and  settle  upon  a  detailed 
scheme.  This  recommendation  was  made  in 
accordance  with  suggestions  received  from 
various  sources,  one  of  great  weight  being 
that  of  the  Konigl.  Gesellschaft  der  Wissen- 
schaften  in  Gottingen.  The  report  of  the 
committee  accompanying  the  recommenda- 
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tion,  as  published  in  Nature  for  July  18,  is 
very  interesting,  and  not  least  in  its  recogni- 
tion of  the  support  received  from  the  American 
correspondents. 

The  first  question  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee, that  of  the  desirability  of  such  a  catalogue, 
has  met  with  a  practically  unanimous  answer 
in  the  affirmative.  Dr.  Billings  is,  as  far  as 
appears,  the  only  dissentient,  and  it  is  not 
clear  how  seriously  he  would  care  to  have  his 
arguments  taken,  as  they  are  hardly  put  in  a 
strictly  logical  form.  In  answer  to  one,  it 
may  be  said  that  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
considerable  sum  of  money  will  be  spent  on 
this  scheme  which  otherwise  would  or  could 
be  devoted  to  the  formation  of  a  fund  for  the 
advancement  of  science  in  other  ways.  To 
another,  that  even  if  it  were  true  that  the 
forcing  of  partially  digested  food  down  an  un- 
willing throat  benefits  no  one  but  the  patient, 
though  that  seems  to  deny  any  value  of  his 
life  to  other  people,  yet  on  the  other  hand  few 
will  hold  that  physical  vigor  can  be  obtained 
only  by  restricting  one's  diet  to  those  articles 
of  food  which  one  has  with  his  own  hands 
planted,  reaped,  and  cooked. 

Tnere  is  one  aspect  of  the  question  of  de- 
sirability which  it  may  be  worth  while  to  con- 
sider ;  and  that_  is  the  extent  to  which  such  a 
catalogue  would  benefit  libraries  in  particular. 
It  seems  to  be  generally  considered  that  libra- 
ries would  be  one  of  the  considerable  sources 
of  subscriptions,  and  undoubtedly  all  libraries 
of  institutions  where  original  research  is  car- 
ried on,  and  all* the  larger  public  libraries 
would  consider  it  a  necessity.  On  the  other 
hand  the  average  public  library  might  find  it 
too  costly,  and  between  these  extremes  there 
will  be  a  large  number  of  special  libraries 
which  will  use  it  very  largely  in  proportion  to 
the  possibility  of  subscribing  to  limited  por- 
tions. 

The  question  of  practicability  is  one  on 
which  the  committee  report  great  difference 
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of  opinion.  So  far  as  obtaining  the  material 
is  concerned,  the  co-operation  which  may  be 
expected,  and  which  has  to  some  extent  been 
promised,  will  go  far  towards  overcoming  the 
difficulties.  It  is  the  financial  side  of  the 
question  upon  which  doubt  is  felt.  The  com- 
mittee express  no  opinion  themselves,  but  say 
that  many  think  that  the  subscriptions  would 
meet  the  cost,  while  others  think  that  govern- 
mental aid  could  and  should  be  obtained. 

They  also  say  that  no  estimates  of  the  cost 
have  been  made.     This  will  depend,  of  course, 
on  the  number  of  titles  catalogued,  and  this, 
again,  on  the  extent  of  ground  covered  and 
the  completeness  with  which  it  is  done.     On 
these  points  great  diversity  of  opinion  appears. 
Only  on  the  advantages  of  the  titles  being  ac- 
companied by  a  brief  abstract  of  the  contents 
is  there  general  agreement.     Dr.  Billings  esti- 
mates the  number  of  titles  in  biology  and  allied 
branches  of  science  as  10,000  per  annum  ;  and 
judging  from   the  number  in  the  Chcmisches 
Central- Blatt,  the  same  number  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  chemistry.     It  is  possible,  therefore, 
that  even  if  limited  to  the  physical  and  natural 
sciences,  the  total  number  of  titles  might  ex- 
ceed 50,000  per  annum,  while  if  the  scheme 
were  made  as  comprehensive  as  has  been  pro- 
posed by  some  it  might  reach  100,000.    The 
discussion  at  the  proposed  Conference  should 
give  us  some  satisfactory  data  on  the  subject. 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  question  of  manage 
ment  is  of  importance  to  us.     Provided  the 
scheme  is  well  carried  out,  it  will  make  very 
little  difference  to  us  whether  it  is  done  by  a 
central  administration,  by  a  federation  of  local 
bureaus,  or  by  a  federation  of  separate  bureaus 
and  other  bibliographical  agencies  for  each 
branch  of  science,  or  by  a  combination  of  any 
or  all  of  these  methods.     It  seems  to  be  gen- 
erally agreed  that  the  enterprise  should  be 
international,  and  that  the  co-operation  of  all 
civilized  nations  is  desirable,  but  how  this  can 
best  be  secured  will  have  to  be  settled  by  the 
Conference. 

American  scientific  workers  will  support 
cordially  any  promising  plan,  but  it  is  at  least 
doubtful  if  the  support  given  by  French  work- 
ers to  a  plan  bearing  the  name  of  an  English 
society,  or  by  German  workers  to  a  French 
plan,  would  be  equally  cordial.  It  may  or 
may  not  be  significant  in  this  connection  that 
the  committee  do  not  mention  the  reply  of  a 


single  French  society  or  institution.  For  this 
reason,  as  well  as  for  others,  the  federation 
scheme  may  prove  the  most  practicable,  and 
for  this  reason  it  may  also  prove  desirable  to 
avoid  making  a  choice  of  either  of  the  three 
great  scientific  languages  as  an  official  one. 
This  could  be  done,  as  in  the  Repertoire 
Bibliographique  des  Sciences  Mathe'matiques, 
by  indicating  the  subject  by  letters  and  num- 
bers. Of  course  this  would  mean  a  classified 
catalogue,  though  in  card  or  sheet  form  it 
could  readily  be  converted  into  an  alphabetical 
one,  in  any  language,  by  writing  the  proper 
subject  names. 

The  consideration  of  the  form  of  the  cata- 
logue should  be  of  great  interest  to  librarians. 
The  committee  report  that  many,  especially 
Americans,  favor  cards  ;  still  it  is  also  by  an 
American,  Dr.  Goode,  that  the  objections  to 
the  card  form  for  subject  catalogues  have  been 
well  stated.  From  some  little  experience  in 
making  bibliographical  lists  for  my  own  use,  I 
am  led  to  agree  with  him  fully.  One  objection 
which  he  mentions  will  meet  with  instant 
recognition  as  serious,  and  that  is  the  great 
bulk  of  the  index  in  card  form.  Almost  any 
library  might  hesitate  to  provide  cases  and 
room  for  the  million  cards  which  probably 
would  be  issued  in  twenty  years. 

Yet  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  only 
alternative  to  the  single  card  is  the  annual 
volume,  or  volumes,  recommended  by  Dr. 
Goode,  which  apparently  was  what  the  Coun- 
cil had  in  mind  when  sending  out  their  circular. 
The  mathematical  bibliography  already  men- 
tioned avoids  the  most  pressing  necessity  of 
annotations  by  entering  the  title  under  all  of 
the  important  subjects  of  the  article,  and  then 
puts  ten  titles  on  a  single  card  a  little  larger 
than  the  postal  size,  without  loss  of  legibility. 
Might  it  not  be  advisable  to  carry  this  reduc- 
tion still  further  by  printing  on  sheets  rather 
than  on  cards  ?  If  a  quarto  sheet  wide  enough 
for  two  columns  of  cards,  and  the  same  type 
as  in  the  mathematical  bibliography  were 
used,  about  forty  titles  could  be  printed  on 
one  side  of  the  sheet,  leaving  the  other  blank. 
By  this  method  the  number  of  sheets  would 
not  exceed  3,000  per  annum. 

Such  a  form  would  not  provide,  as  the  cards 
would,  for  an  issue  practically  simultaneous 
with  publication,  although  it  would  approach 
this  in  the  subjects  most  discussed.  Still  any 
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excessive  delay  could  be  avoided  by  a  judi- 
cious grouping  of  subjects  rarely  written  about, 
and  by  not  waiting  until  a  sheet  is  completely 
filled  before  sending  it  out.  To  the  objection 
that  the  incompletely  tilled  sheets  would  give 
the  index  an  unsymmetrical  and  ragged  ap- 
pearance, it  may  be  replied  that  one  does  not 
choose  his  keys  for  the  symmetry  of  the  ar- 
rangement of  their  wards,  but  for  their  power 
to  unlock  the  doors. 

The  scheme  of  the  Royal  Society  is  not  the 
only,  though  it  is  the  most  extensive  plan  of 
international  scientific  bibliography  before  the 
public.  Besides  the  Repertoire  already  men- 
tioned, there  is  published  a  similar  card  index 
to  the  literature  of  photography,  and  many 
are  probably  acquainted  with  the  card  index 
of  the  Agricultural  Department  at  Washington, 
and  with  that  on  botany  published  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

More  important,  however,  in  its  possibilities, 
is  the  plan  now  before  the  zoologists  for  an  in- 
ternational bibliography  of  their  literature. 
Although  no  official  publication  has  been  made 
in  this  country,  it  has  been  discussed  to  some 
extent  in  Nature,  and  even  more  on  the  Con- 
tinent. From  an  item  in  Nature,  and  from 
private  inquiries  it  appears  that  the  plan  has 


passed  the  preliminary  stages  of  organization 
and  probably  will  be  put  in  operation  next  year. 
Briefly,  it  is  that  of  a  central  bureau  at  Zurich, 
where  a  building  has  been  promised  for  the 
work  of  the  bureau  and  for  the  storage  of 
its  library.  The  co-operation  of  all  the 
great  zoological  societies,  except  the  En- 
glish, has  been  obtained,  and  that  of  several 
bibliographers,  notably  of  Prof.  Carus.  One 
or  more  of  the  chief  bibliographical  publica- 
tions in  the  subject  will  be  consolidated  with 
the  bureau.  The  bibliography  will  be  in  the 
form  of  cards  containing  titles  and  synopses  of 
artfcles.  It  is  proposed  to  undertake  the  work 
for  five  years,  leaving  the  question  of  contin- 
uance or  of  joining  in  the  Royal  Society's 
scheme  to  be  determined  at  the  end  of  that 
time. 

It  is  evident  that  this  plan,  if  carried  out, 
will  furnish  most  valuble  information  as  to  the 
possibilities  and  difficulties  of  the  larger  plan 
of  the  Royal  Society,  so  that  we  may  hope  for 
a  solution  of  the  problem  in  the  near  future. 

Whether  represented  in  the  Conference  or 
not,  the  University  and  large  public  libraries 
will  watch  its  proceedings  with  great  interest, 
and  will  be  inclined  to  join  in  the  scheme. 


A    SUBJECT-INDEX    TO    SCIENCE. 

BY   JOSEPH   C.  ROWELL,  LIBRARIAN,  STATE   UNIVERSITY,    BERKELEY,  CALIFORNIA. 


'"THE  problem  of  an  index  to  scientific  liter- 
ature, now  currently  discussed,  appeals 
for  its  solution  to  librarians  not  less  urgently 
than  to  scientists.  In  view  of  our  bibliogra- 
phical necessities  growing  more  imperative 
with  each  successive  year,  we,  who  are  not 
altogether  strangers  to  co-operative  work, 
should  be  eager  to  propose  the  scope,  to  for- 
mulate a  method,  of  the  suggested  index,  and 
be  ready  to  actively  assist  in  its  accomplish- 
ment. In  the  hope  that  the  present  conference 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  (perhaps  through  a  special 
committee)  may  mature  some  plan,  I  submit 
with  diffidence  my  conclusions  on  this  ques- 
tion, without  stating  reasons  leading  thereto. 

First,  then,  what  is  feasible? — A  compre- 
hensive and  complete  index  of  the  world's 
scientific  literature  is  a  wholly  Utopian  ide.i  ; 


its.  compilation  must  be  postponed  to  some 
millennial  age  when  all  nations  shall  speak  or 
comprehend  a  single  tongue.  Let  us  elimi- 
nate from  the  scheme  all  languages  other  than 
the  Romance  and  Teutonic. 

Eliminate  all  purely  literary  and  purely  tech- 
nical periodicals,  while  science  articles  in  liter- 
ary journals  will  be  amply  cared  for  by  the 
Poole-Fletcher  Index.  Technology  should  be 
handled  in  a  district  index,  an  extended  and 
improved  Kerl-Reith  Re"pertorium.  A  techni- 
cal index  appeals  to  an  entirely  different  clien- 
tele from  one  of  science.  An  index  including 
both  the  Royal  Society  of  London  and  black- 
smithing  or  oil-trade  journals  would  indeed 
be  an  anomaly. 

Eliminate  further  all  monographic  books 
and  pamphlets,  and  separata.  Leave  this 
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class  of  printed  work  to  the  publishing  trade 
journals  and  the  successors  to  such  accom- 
plished bibliographers  as  Engelmann,  Carus, 
and  Houzeau. 

In  other  words  include  in  the  index  :  (a)  the 
Bulletin,  Journal,  Transactions  or  other  publi- 
cation of  academies  of  science  and  learned 
institutions  ;  (b)  serial  or  continued  publica- 
tions of  a  scientific  nature  issued  by  govern- 
ments, states,  universities,  zoological  stations, 
etc.  ;  (c)  such  parts  of  publications  of  Hun- 
garian, Slavic,  Japanese,  etc.,  societies  as  are 
printed  in  Latin  or  in  a  Romance  or  Teutonic 
language. 

Second, — The  index  should  be  issued  printed 
and  in  book  form.  A  card  catalogue  is  but  a 
temporary  expedient,  not  the  future  final 
form.  An  index  of  science  on  cards,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Harvard  committee,  would 
occupy  space  that  could  be  afforded  only  by 
large  institutions ;  tediously  wasteful  of  time 
both  in  its  use  and  in  the  proper  current 
alphabetization  of  large  numbers  of  new  cards  ; 
and  subject  to  the  many  vicissitudes  with 
which  we  librarians  are  but  too  familiar. 

The  printed  index  should  be  composed  of 
an  alphabet  of  authors  and  one  of  topics,  put 
in  small  type,  say  brevier,  and  in  columns  not 
wider  than  3!  inches.  The  entries  should  be 
in  the  original  vernacular,  but  titles  in  both 
author  and  subject  lists  should  be  shortened 
as  much  as  is  consistent  with  accuracy,  and 
further  condensation  obtained  by  the  use  of 
abbreviations.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the 
subject  entries  be  placed  under  the  most  pre- 
cise topic,  and  not  mere  title  entries.  How 
not  to  do  it  is  exemplified  in  Poole's  Index, 
vol.  I,  p.  504,  col.  2,  "Geneva.  Concerning 
the  use  of  fagots  at" — the  entry  should  have 
been  under  Servetus. 

The  index  should  be  published  annually, 
and  the  annual  volumes  reissued  in  quin- 
quennial volumes. 

Third, — What  parts  should  not  be  indexed? 
A  considerable  portion  of  scientific  magazines 
is  devoted  to  reviews  and  condensed  accounts 
of  intelligence  derived  from  other  journals. 
These  should  be  omitted.  Scientists  want  to 
know  where  the  original  article  (e.g.,  on 
argon,  or  on  pithecanthropus  erectus)  is  to  be 
found,  but  not  the  numerous  unimportant  re- 


views or  the  imperfect  and  often  incorrect 
repetitions.  Full  or  nearly  complete  transla- 
tions of  articles  should  be  carefully  noted. 

Fourth, — The  question  of  language  in  an 
international  polyglot  index  is  not  a  puzzling 
one.  If  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  or  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  undertakes  the  task,  let  all 
subject  headings  be  printed  in  English,  with 
cross  references  from  corresponding  French, 
German,  Italian,  etc.,  words.  Or,  should  the 
Berlin  Gesellschaft  have  the  honor  of  inaugur- 
ating the  work,  preference  should  be  accorded 
to  German. 

Fifth, — Co-operative  indexing  under  direc- 
tion of  societies  in  different  countries  is  likely 
to  prove  a  failure  ;  not  by  reason  of  any  ne- 
cessary lack  of  uniformity  in  method,  but 
because  of  an  extreme  deliberativeness,  too 
probable  on  the  part  of  some  contributors, 
preventing  promptness  of  issue.  I  consider 
that  two  energetic  competent  indexers,  versed 
in  a  reading  knowledge  of  the  continental 
languages,  one  devoting  himself  to  the  math- 
ematical and  physical  branches  of  knowledge, 
and  the  other  to  the  biological,  would  amply 
suffice  to  carry  on  the  annual  work.  Provided, 
that  they  were  located  in  some  center  of  scien- 
tific activity  whither  all  matter  for  indexing 
should  be  sent  without  expenditure  of  effort 
by  them,  and  where  they  could  receive  expert 
advice  on  doubtful  entries. 

First  to  be  done  is  the  preparation  of  a  sub- 
ject index  to  the  eleven  volumes  of  the  Royal 
Society's  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Papers  ;  and 
as  the  chief  labor  connected  therewith  would 
be  scissoring,  condensing,  pasting  on  slips, 
and  arranging  under  headings,  two  persons 
within  the  limits  of  a  single  year  should  have 
the  copy  ready  for  the  printer.  Print  one 
edition  on  stout  linen  paper,  and  a  cheaper 
one  on  thin  paper  (as  used  in  the  Index 
Kewensis),  and  the  sales  in  time  should  more 
than  equal  cost  of  publication.  Cost  of  com- 
pilation (the  salaries  of  two  indexers)  could 
easily  be  afforded  by  government  or  by  some 
well-endowed  society. 

To  secure  success  three  qualities  are  essen- 
tial—  accuracy,  brevity,  and  promptness  of 
issue. 


FIELD 
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THE    BIBLIOGRAPHIA    ZOOLOGICA. 


BY   DR.  HERBERT   HAVILAND   FIELD,  67    RUE   DE   BUFFON,  PARIS. 


"POR  several  years  the  question  of  an  exten- 
sive  reform  of  zoological  bibliography  has 
been  actively  agitated  among  specialists  in 
that  branch,  and  numerous  committees  have 
been  organized  in  almost  all  parts  of  the 
civilized  world  for  the  purpose  of  realizing  a 
definite  project.  It  is  now  possible  to  take 
immediate  action,  and  it  seems  therefore  wise 
to  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
assembled  librarians,  and  to  solicit  their  aid 
and  advice  in  this  important  undertaking. 

In  January,  1896,  there  will  be  established  in 
Zurich,  Switzerland,  a  central  bibliographical 
bureau  of  zoology  and  comparative  anatomy. 
This  bureau  will  enlist  correspondents  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  will  stand  in  direct 
relation  with  sub-bureaus  in  Bohemia,  Gallicia, 
Hungary,  Russia,  and  elsewhere  if  necessary. 
The  work  of  the  sub-bureaus  will  consist  in 
passing  in  review  the  publications  of  their 
respective  nationalities.  They  are  established 
merely  for  those  countries  whose  literature, 
in  view  of  the  language  employed,  presents 
exceptional  difficulties  for  the  bibliographer. 
The  entire  work  will  be  concentrated  as  far  as 
possible  in  Zurich,  the  activity  of  the  corre- 
spondents being  restricted  to  works  inaccessi- 
ble to  the  central  bureau. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  zoological  publications 
which  can  not  be  found  in  the  Swiss  libraries, 
it  is  intended  to  issue  an  appeal  to  scientific 
publishers  and  editors  and  to  learned  socie- 
ties, as  well  as  authors  themselves.  It  is  felt 
that  this  form  of  co-operation  can  reasonably 
be  expected,  for  it  is  obviously  to  the  interest 
of  each  of  these  classes  that  their  publications 
be  promptly  recorded.  In  fact  a  preliminary 
canvas  undertaken  in  Paris  shows  that  this  is 
the  case. 

Turning  now  to  the  system  of  recording,  let 
it  be  noted  at  the  outset  that  the  staff  of  the 
bureau  will  consist  of  trained  specialists.  This 
fact  permits  it  to  undertake  a  task  of  immense 
value  which  has  hitherto  not  been  possible. 
Formerly  the  individual  investigator  has 
been  unable  to  depend  upon  the  work  of  bib- 


liographers for  much  information  which  he 
constantly  requires,  and  all  have  been  obliged 
to  undertake  a  painstaking  personal  search  in 
order  to  gain  the  conviction  that  no  important 
observation,  however  hidden,  has  been  over- 
looked. 

Let  any  one  compare  the  bibliographies 
published  at  the  end  of  a  memoir  with  the  list 
of  titles  given  under  a  corresponding  heading 
in  the  best  of  our  subject-indices  ;  and  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  latter  will  be  at  once  apparent. 
A  writer  on  the  nervous  system,  for  example, 
will  cite  hosts  of  papers  which  never  appeared 
under  that  heading  in  any  of  our  bibliograph- 
ical journals.  We  do  not  for  a  moment  mean 
to  blame  these  journals  for  this  insufficiency. 
They  had  not  the  means  to  do  otherwise  than 
merely  to  class  the  titles. 

The  new  bureau  will  seek  to  remedy  this 
defect.  Where  the  former  enterprises  con- 
tented themselves  with  classifying  the  papers 
mechanically  according  to  the  titles,  the  new 
bureau  will  pass  in  review  the  text  of  each 
article  and  assign  it  its  proper  place  accord- 
ingly. The  classification  will  be  based  upon 
the  text,  and  the  units  to  be  classified  will  be 
the  individual  observations  and  not  each  paper 
as  a  whole.  In  other  words,  a  memoir  might 
figure  under  several  headings,  were  its  con- 
tents more  or  less  complex.  Furthermore  any 
incidental  observations  which  were  not  noted 
in  the  title  would  be  brought  out  by  the  bu- 
reau. 

A  great  burden  will  thus  be  taken  off  the 
shoulders  of  the  investigator,  and  the  work 
which  was  hitherto  performed  by  each  sep- 
arate worker  can  in  a  large  measure  be  done 
once  for  all  in  the  central  bureau. 

The  publications  of  the  bureau  will  consist 
of  two  principal  editions  :  a  fortnightly  bulletin, 
and  a  card  catalogue.  The  morphological 
titles  will  be  reprinted  annually  in  the  Zoolog- 
ischer  Jahresbericht,  and  indexed  according 
to  authors.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  similar 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  those  in  sys- 
tematic zoology. 
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The  bulletin  will  be  divided  into  a  series  of 
of  chapters,  each  dealing  with  a  specific  group, 
or  topic.  Under  each  heading  will  be  placed 
not  merely  such  works  as  deal  exclusively 
with  the  matter  indicated,  but  also  such  as 
have  incidental  observations  in  regard  to  it. 

The  cards  will  be  issued  simultaneously  with 
the  bulletin  and  will  be  of  the  smaller  Library 
Bureau  size.  They  will  be  essentially  author 
cards ;  but  they  will  also  bear  classificatory 
symbols  of  such  nature  that  they  can  be  read- 
ily placed  in  a  subject-index  by  persons  un- 
familiar with  zoology.  Three  sets  of  symbols 
will  be  used,  each  indicating  distinct  systems 
of  classification  (systematic,  morphological, 
and  faunistic),  and  all  based  upon  a  study  of 
the  text. 


It  is  proposed  eventually  to  recive  subscrip- 
tions to  the  cards  relating  to  any  limited  topic. 
A  person  studying  a  special  question  could 
then  be  informed  at  once  of  the  appearance  of 
any  publications  touching  his  particular  field. 

The  choice  of  Zurich  as  the  seat  of  the  bureau 
was  prompted  by  several  considerations,  fore- 
most among  which  was  the  desire  to  avoid 
any  conflicts  growing  out  of  national  jealousies 
and  yet  to  select  a  point  which  should  be  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  geographical  centre  of 
publication.  Zurich,  the  intellectual  centre  of 
German  Switzerland,  well  fills  these  require- 
ments and,  in  view  of  the  exceptional  induce- 
ments generously  offered  by  the  federal,  can- 
tonal and  town  authorities,  the  choice  was 
definitely  made. 


A    GENERAL    CATALOG    OF   AMERICAN    LITERARY    PERIODICALS. 


BY   CHARLES  ALEXANDER   NELSON,  COLUMBIA  COLLEGE   LIBRARY. 


T^HE  question  of  making  a  catalog  of  Amer- 
ican Literary  Periodicals,  perhaps  not 
limiting  it  to  strictly  literary  periodicals,  but 
possibly  including  all  periodicals  published  in 
the  United  States,  has  been  taken  up  and  dis- 
cussed by  the  New  York  Library  Club,  and  a 
committee  has  been  appointed  to  formulate  a 
scheme.  It  was  suggested  in  our  discussion 
that  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  call  upon  the 
library  clubs  and  associations  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  to  co-operate  with  us  in  this 
great  work ;  that  it  was  something  in  which  all 
would  be  interested.  To  draw  out  points  and 
suggestions  about  it  at  this  meeting,  therefore, 
is  why  this  subject  is  upon  our  program.  It 
may -not  be  generally  known  that  Mr.  Paul 
Leicester  Ford,  of  Brooklyn,  a  few  years  ago 
undertook  to  make  a  list  of  American  period- 
icals prior  to  the  Revolution.  After  the  club 
had  voted  upon  this  matter,  and  had  appointed 
its  committee,  I  had  some  conversation  with 
Mr.  Ford  on  the  subject,  and  his  report  as  to 
his  success  in  making  up  his  list  was  not  al- 
together encouraging. 

There  are  probably  hundreds,  if  not  thous- 
ands, of  periodicals  that  have  been  started, 
and  had  a  brief  existence  in  the  United  States, 
of  which  little  or  no  trace  can  be  found  to-dav. 


But  these  are  the  very  periodicals  that  we  wish 
to  get  hold  of.  A  copy  or  copies  of  perhaps 
every  one  can  be  found  somewhere  ;  they  may 
not  all  have  been  destroyed  by  the  grinding 
up  of  paper  during  the  civil  war,  and  now, 
when  we  have  the  best  opportunity,  — for  the 
present  is  certainly  better  than  the  future  for 
such  work,  —  now,  I  repeat,  is  the  time  to 
begin,  and  undertake  this  work  of  making  a 
complete  list  of  American  Periodicals. 

The  most  important  point  is,  how  we  can 
get  at  it  to  do  it  best.  In  a  paper  by  Mr.  Cole, 
our  worthy  treasurer,  read  before  the  Phila- 
delphia Library  Club,  and  published,  as  their 
Occasional  Papers,  No.  3,  he  refers  to  the 
future  of  cataloging  in  the  year  2000  ;  fancies 
himself  visiting  the  capital  city  of  the  state, 
and  telling  what  great  results  have  been  ac- 
complished. The  not  altogether  Utopian 
scheme  that  he  there  suggests,  it  seems  to  me, 
is  a  good  one  to  adopt  as  the  foundation  for 
our  list.  He  imagines  that  at  that  time  library 
science  has  reached  such  a  degree  that  the 
headquarters  of  the  work  are  at  a  State  Bureau 
of  Public  Libraries,  and  the  catalog  of  all  the 
libraries  of  the  state  is  prepared  there ;  be- 
ginning with  the  library  that  has  the  largest 
number  of  books,  making  its  catalog  complete, 
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sending  that  catalog  to  the  next  largest  library, 
and  letting  it  add  titles  of  the  books  it  has 
which  the  largest  library  has  not ;  and  so  on 
down.  Of  course,  each  library  has  very  much 
less  to  do  than  the  others  preceding"  it,  because 
it  simply  has  to  add  titles  which  the  preceding 
libraries  have  not.  While  the  scheme  does 
look  Utopian,  I  am  not  sure,  in  view  of  the 
progress  that  the  A.  L.  A.  has  caused  to  be 
made  in  library  science  in  this  country  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  that  that  will  not  be  ac- 
complished before  the  year  2000. 

Now  if  we  at  New  York,  through  our  Library 
Club,  make  up  a  list  of  all  the  American  period- 
icals that  we  can  find  in  the  New  York  libraries 
we  certainly  will  have  a  pretty  good  list. 

The  club  at  Washington  has  undertaken  to 
prepare  a  list  of  all  the  periodicals  in  the 
libraries  at  Washington.  The  New  York 
Library  Club  soon  after  it  was  organized  pub- 
lished in  1887  a  Union  list  of  the  periodicals  in 
the  New  York  libraries,  and  that  union  list, 
although  a  number  of  years  old,  is  very  useful 
to-day  in  finding  out  where  periodicals  are  to 
be  found  in  the  various  libraries.  We  propose 
to  begin  in  New  York  and  make  as  full  a  list 
as  we  can,  including  all  New  England,  send  it 
to  Washington  and  there  have  added  all  they 
can  reach  in  their  section,  and  then  to  other 
sections,  and  ask  all  interested  to  co-operate 
in  giving  us  the  titles  of  periodicals  published 
in  each  region.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
different  societies  and  clubs  throughout  the 
country,  this  plan,  I  think,  can  be  made  suc- 
cessful. 

In  the  older  parts  of  the  country,  where  the 
periodicals  that  were  published  a  century  or 
more  ago  are  almost  all  destroyed,  we  have 
hopes  of  reaching  them  through  the  interested 
societies  and  the  local  organizations ;  and 
many  periodicals  may  doubtless  be  found 
which  are  now  only  in  private  libraries.  Last 


year,  in  looking  over  pamphlets,  etc.,  to  bind,  I 
came  across  several  numbers  of  a  little  printed 
periodical  published  in  New  York,  La  France 
Litteraire,  exactly  the  name  that  one  might 
expect  would  occur  in  France  for  at  least  one 
or  more  periodicals.  Here  was  a  little  thing 
published  in  French  in  New  York,  in  1833  a°d 
1834.  Whether  we  have  all  the  numbers  or 
not  I  cannot  tell.  I  think  we  have.  I  never 
saw  a  copy  of  it  before,  and  could  not  find  it  in 
any  catalog.  These  are  the  things  we  want  to 
find  and  bring  together. 

One  difficulty  perhaps  towards  the  end  will 
be  to  secure  a  man  for  a  general  editor,  be- 
cause it  must  require  such  a  man  to  complete 
such  a  work.  But  we  have  had  our  Poole  and 
we  have  our  Fletcher,  and  we  shall  have  the 
man.  Possibly  one  of  the  larger  libraries  will 
furnish  a  man  who  will  give  part  of  his  time  to 
it.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  expressions  of 
opinion  from  those  who  feel  any  interest  in 
this  matter,  and  who  are  willing  to  offer  help 
in  connection  with  this  work.  We  have  not 
definitely  laid  out  our  scheme.  Our  commit- 
tee is  composed  of  Mr.  George  Watson  Cole, 
Mr.  Aksel  G.  S.  Josephson  (quite  an  active, 
young,  enthusiastic  bibliographer  in  New 
York,  and  a  great  worker),  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Baker, 
Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson,  and  the  writer. 

We  have  received  the  best  of  encourage- 
ment from  the  Boston  Book  Company.  It  is 
well  known  how  carefully  they  prepare  their 
list  of  periodicals.  They  collate  them  all, 
and  from  their  list  one  can  know  whether  he 
has  the  whole  of  a  set  or  not,  as  of  Old  and 
New,  which  expired  in  the  middle  of  the  year, 
or  the  Galaxy,  which  expired  after  publishing 
one  number  of  its  last  year.  The  Boston  Book 
Company  have  promised  their  list,  and  their 
careful  work  already  done  will  be  of  great 
assistance  in  the  work  which  we  have  under- 
taken. 
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IMPROPER    BOOKS:    METHODS     EMPLOYED    TO    DISCOVER    AND 

EXCLUDE    THEM.* 

BY   THERESA   H.  WEST,    LIBRARIAN,    MILWAUKEE  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


T^HE  question  of  the  definition  of  proper, 
or  improper  books,  must  necessarily  be 
left  to  the  decision  of  the  management  of  the 
individual  institution.  Books  eminently  pro- 
per for  the  library  of  a  great  university,  might 
be  essentially  improper  in  a  library  for  the 
education  of  the  general  mass  of  the  people. 

The  underlying  principle  of  my  own  selec- 
tion of  books,  for  a  library  which  is  essentially 
for  the  people,  is  that  books  which  speak  truth 
concerning  normal,  wholesome  conditions 
may  be  safely  bought,  however  plain-spoken. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  books  which  treat 
of  morbid,  diseased  conditions  of  the  individ- 
ual man,  or  of  society  at  large,  are  intended 
for  the  student  of  special  subjects.  Such 
are  bought  only  after  due  consideration  of  the 
just  relation  of  the  comparative  rights  of 
students  and  general  readers. 

The  thought  which  our  president's  question 
suggested  to  my  mind  was  that  he  intended  to 
bring  out  the  practical  method  which  governed 
the  course  of  selection.  In  our  case  at 
Milwaukee  the  first  sieve  by  which  we  sift  our 
purchases  is  the  general  reputation  of  the 
publishing  houses. 

There  are  a  number  of  houses  which,  in  a 
long  experience  of  book  buying,  we  have 
come  to  trust.  A  book  which  is  vouched  for 
by  one  of  them  we  take  almost  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Sometimes  they  betray  us,  it  is  true, 
but  not  often.  A  publishing  house  deliber- 
ately makes  its  choice  of  the  clientage  to 
which  it  chooses  to  appeal  and,  for  the  sake  of 
its  own  reputation  which  is  a  large  part  of  its 
stock  in  trade,  it  will  not  lightly  depart  from 
its  traditions. 

Unless  in  the  subject  or  title  there  is  some 
indication  of  the  need  for  care,  we  take  with  a 


comparative  feeling  of  safety  all  the  books 
which  fall  into  our  lines  from  certain  houses. 
(I  would  gladly  mention  names,  but  it  seems 
hardly  proper  to  do  so  in  this  place. )  Equally 
so  there  are  other  houses  whose  reputation  is 
such  that  we  exclude  their  books  unless  they 
are  proved  worthy.  Then  it  is  a  case  of  "Can 
good  come  out  of  Nazareth?" 

The  reputation  of  the  authors  also  does,  of 
course,  weigh  with  us,  but  it  is  a  much  more 
difficult  test  to  apply. 

Books  are  sent  by  our  agent  on  approval ; 
and  a  new  book,  especially  a  novel,  by  a  new 
publishing  house  and  by  a  new  author,  is  sub- 
jected to  personal  examination  by  the  librarian 
or  one  of  the  heads  of  departments. 

Books  which  one  would  rather  not  have 
bought  do  creep  into  every  library.  So  far, 
we  have  in  such  cases,  simply  placed  a  mark 
in  such  books  which  is  known  only  to  the 
attendants,  and  such  books  are  never  offered 
to  people.  This  is  a  step  made  necessary  by  the 
practice,  common  in  this  library,  of  keeping 
upon  the  counter  in  the  delivery  department  a 
selection  of  novels  from  which  any  one  may 
choose. 

Tabooed  books  are  given  to  those  only  who 
ask  definitely  for  them,  and  are  accompanied 
with  an  explanation  of  their  character.  Such 
books  are  not  given  out  to  children  or  young 
people  at  all,  unless  upon  written  request  of 
parent  or  guardian.  All  this  taboo  question, 
however,  is  treated  quietly,  with  as  little  ad- 
vertisement as  possible. 

The  constant  effort  is  to  decrease  the  possi- 
ble use  of  weak  or  immoral  books  by  increas- 
ing the  use  of  those  known  to  be  wholesome, 
interesting,  and  sound.  In  short,  when  we 
find  "a  good  thing  we  push  it  along  ! " 


*  A  series  of  papers  upon  the  precautions  exercised  to  avoid  the  selection  of  undesirable  books ;  and 
the  treatment  of  those  found  objectionable  after  purchase. 

Other  persons  were  expected  to  contribute  to  this  discussion  but  were  either  absent  or  unable  to  pre- 
pare papers  in  season  for  presentation. 
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BY   GEORGE   T.  CLARK,  LIBRARIAN,  SAN  FRANCISCO   FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


T  N  thinking  of  this  matter  of  improper  books 
I  have  been  reminded  of  the  definition 
given  by  a  certain  professor,  who  asked  his 
class  in  botany  to  tell  him  what  a  weed  was. 
No  one  being  ready  to  respond,  he  informed 
them  that  a  weed  was  "  the  right  thing  in  the 
wrong  place."  The  wild  flowers  which  in 
springtime  clothe  the  hillsides  in  variegated 
hues  add  beauty  to  the  landscape  and  afford 
the  naturalist  materials  for  interesting  re- 
searches. Comparison  of  the  flora  of  different 
countries  at  the  same  period,  or  of  the  same 
country  during  different  epochs  supplies  impor- 
tant data  in  the  life  history  of  the  earth.  But 
these  same  wild  flowers  springing  up  in  the 
corn  field,  are  regarded  simply  as  weeds  which 
must  be  eradicated  without  delay. 

Similarly,  there  are  many  books  which,  in 
their  proper  places,  may  serve  a  good  and 
useful  purpose,  but  which  under  other  condi- 
tions may  exert  a  most  baleful  influence.  In 
order,  then,  to  determine  what  books  are  im- 
proper we  must  take  into  consideration  the 
character  and  functions  of  the  library  for 
which  they  are  intended,  and  the  purpose 
they  are  supposed  to  serve.  Is  the  institution 
a  college,  subscription,  society,  or  free  public 
library  ?  Are  the  funds  at  its  disposal  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  buying  liberally  of  all  kinds 
of  books,  or  are  they  in  that  not  infrequent 
state  which  compels  the  exercising  of  a  rigid 
selective  process,  and  limits  the  purchases  to 
absolute  necessities  ?  All  these  are  questions 
which  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
fixing  the  standard  which  shall  determine  the 
fitness  or  unfitness  of  books. 

What,  then,  shall  be  the  standard  for  a  pub- 
lic library  maintained  by  revenues  derived 
from  taxation  ?  To  determine  this,  we  must 
arrive  at  some  definite  idea  as  to  the  proper 
functions  of  public  libraries.  Why  has  the 
State  enacted  laws  under  which  holders  of 
property  are  compelled  to  pay  taxes  for  the 
support  of  such  institutions  ?  It  is  expected 
that  a  public  library  will  contribute  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people,  and  be  an  insti- 
tution which  shall  exert  an  elevating  influence 
5 


on  the  community.  In  fact,  that  it  shall  assist 
in  the  education  of  the  people  and  the  making 
of  good  citizens.  Unless  it  does  exercise 
these  functions,  what  justice  is  there  in  mak- 
ing it  a  burden  on  the  taxpayers  ?  What  right 
has  it  to  exist  ? 

The  theory  that  -a  library  is  primarily  an 
educational  institution  is  quite  generally  ac- 
cepted. Being  such,  the  books  purchased  for 
for  it  mus*t  be  of  such  a  character  that  it  shall 
be  enabled  to  perform  the  functions  of  such 
an  institution.  In  addition  to  the  strictly  edu- 
cational features,  however,  it  is  conceded  that 
a  library  may  well  provide  the  means  for  health- 
ful recreation.  In  so  doing,  it  promotes  the 
welfare  of  the  community  and  fulfils  one  of 
the  objects  of  its  being.  The  duties  of  those 
having  the  selection  of  books  would  seem,  then, 
to  be  quite  plainly  outlined.  The  books  should 
either  be  capable  of  adding  to  the  general 
store  of  knowledge,  of  exercising  some  bene- 
ficial influence  upon  the  mind,  or  of  providing 
wholesome  amusement  or  recreation. 

The  establishment  of  such  a  standard  would 
exclude  many  of  the  books  now  issuing  in  such 
a  constant  stream  from  the  press.  Some  of 
these,  for  a  short  time,  have  great  popularity, 
especially  if  they  are  sensational  or  contain 
between  their  covers  matters  that  will  not  bear 
discussion  in  good  society. 

The  librarian  may  find  it  difficult  to  resist 
the  popular  demand  sure  to  follow  for  books 
widely  advertised  and  much  talked  about. 
When  the  book  is  decidedly  bad  his  course  is 
clear,  but  more  perplexing  are  those  books 
having  the  negative  merit  of  not  being  posi- 
tively harmful,  but  which  absorb  the  time  and 
attention  that  might  well  be  turned  in  a  bet- 
ter direction. 

It  is  claimed  by  some  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  public  library  to  supply  the  books  the 
people  want ;  but  a  little  thought  will  show  the 
fallacy  of  such  claims.  That  would  be  a 
strangely  governed  household  wherein  the 
children  had  only  to  express  a  desire  to  have 
it  gratified.  It  is  also  urged  that  books  by 
such  writers  as  Braeme,  South  worth,  and 
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Stephens,  have  a  place  in  the  public  library  be- 
cause of  their  drawing  qualities  ;  that  they  at- 
tract a  certain  class  of  readers  which  otherwise 
would  remain  away,  and  that  after  a  time,  these 
readers  will  have  absorbed  such  literature  to  the 
point  of  saturation,  and  can  then  be  induced 
to  take  something  of  a  higher  order.  But  it  is 
doubtful  whether  better  results  could  not  be 
attained  by  other  methods  without  such  a  waste 
of  means.  By  supplying  such  books,  a  library 
fosters  the  taste  that  craves  them,  and  increases 
the  demand. 

Those  administering  a  public  library  have  a 
higher  duty  to  perform  than  merely  to  follow  in 
the  wake  of  the  passing  fancies  of  the  popular 
mind.  It  is  much  easier  to  follow  than  to  lead, 
but  they  must  bear  in  mind  their  responsibilities 
to  future  generations  as  well  as  the  present. 
The  value  of  the  library,  depending  on  the 
character  of  its  contents,  is  lessened  by  every 
worthless  book  that  goes  upon  the  shelves. 
Us  future  value,  therefore,  depends  largely  on 
the  wisdom  of  its  management  during  the 
present.  Now,  having  fixed  a  standard  in  our 
minds,  how  are  we  to  decide  as  to  what  books 
come  up  to  it  ?  Life  is  too  short  and  the  books 
too  numerous  to  permit  a  personal  examina- 
tion in  all  cases.  Evidently  we  must  rely  upon 
the  judgment  of  others  to  aid  us  in  separating 
the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

I  will  briefly  explain  the  method  pursued  in 
the  institution  with  which  I  am  associated. 
All  purchases  are  under  the  supervision  of  a 
book  committee  consisting  of  five  members  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  It  may  be  well  to 
state  that  under  the  existing  law  the  term  of  a 
trustee  of  this  library  is  for  life,  and  the  com- 
position of  the  committees  remains  practically 
unchanged  from  year  to  year.  The  chairman 
of  the  book  committee  is  a  gentleman  of  broad 
culture  and  of  great  liberality  in  his  views. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  and  served  for 
a  brief  term  as  president  of  our  State  Univer- 
sity. Among  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee are  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a 
well-known  writer,  and  the  principal  of  one  of 
our  public  schools. 

At  their  monthly  meetings  these  gentlemen 
consider  the  items  recommended  for  purchase 
by  the  librarian,  or  in  other  ways  brought  to 
their  attention.  They  are  very  discriminating, 
and  consider  carefully  the  merits  of  the  books 
proposed,  and  the  relative  need  for  them. 


The  order-lists,  as  made  up,  include  only  the 
approved  items.  The  librarian  is  expected  to 
be  informed  on  current  publications,  and  to 
know  something  about  a  book  before  recom- 
mending it. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  orders  made  up  in 
this  manner,  there  are  purchased  each  month 
books  on  what  we  term  "the  hundred-dollar 
list."  The  book  committee  has  at  its  com- 
mand the  sum  of  $100  per  month  for  the 
purchase  of  late  publications  which  it  is  de- 
sirable to  obtain  without  unnecessary  delay. 
The  books  on  these  lists  are  selected  in  the 
following  manner :  The  librarian  makes  a 
monthly  visit  to  the  four  leading  book  stores 
in  the  city,  and  after  looking  over  the  stock 
selects  as  many  of  the  desirable  books  as  can 
be  purchased  without  exceeding  the  limit. 
With  the  breadth  of  a  continent  between  us 
and  the  leading  publishing  centres,  there  are 
many  books  which  never  find  their  way  to  the 
counters  of  the  local  dealers  unless  specially 
ordered,  and  during  dull  seasons  the  supply 
from  which  to  select  is  meagre.  It  may  hap- 
pen that  one  month  not  more  than  $50  worth 
can  be  purchased,  but  this  is  offset  by  buying 
$150  worth  some  month  when  there  is  a  better 
stock  to  choose  from. 

The  books  thus  selected  are  then  sent  to  the 
library  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  book 
committee.  It  sometimes  happens  that  their 
judgment  and  the  librarian's  do  not  coincide, 
in  which  case  the  book  goes  back  to  the 
dealer.  Buying  in  this  manner,  before  the 
books  have  been  on  the  market  long  enough 
for  much  to  be  known  about  them,  and  before 
the  critics  have  had  time  to  assign  them  to 
their  proper  places,  there  is  a  chance  to  go 
astray.  We  endeavor  to  keep  on  the  safe 
side,  however,  by  confining  our  selections  to 
those  of  which  we  can  feel  sure,  leaving 
doubtful  books  until  more  is  known  of  them. 

Of  course,  with  a  system  like  this,  it  is  im- 
possible to  have  new  books  ready  for  circula- 
tion on  the  day  of  their  publication,  or  on  the 
one  following.  We  cannot  accommodate 
those  who  consider  it  a  duty  to  read  all  the 
latest  novels.  They  must  rely  upon  the  sub- 
scription libraries  and  the  book  stores.  But 
we  do  endeavor  to  add  to  our  shelves  each 
year,  just  as  many  books  of  permanent  value 
as  our  funds  allow,  and  to  acquire  them  as  ex- 
peditiously  as  circumstances  permit.  We  are 
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trying  to  build  up  a  library  that  shall  not  be 
strong  in  some  classes  at  the  expense  of  weak- 
ness in  others,  but  one  that  shall  be  symmet- 
rical in  all  its  parts,  with  possibly  a  special 
emphasis  on  some  features  which  under  exist- 


ing conditions  may  be  entitled  to  greater  con 
sideration.  It  is  our  aim  to  foster  a  desire  for 
good  literature,  and  we  endeavor  to  make 
such  literature  available  to  all. 


IMPROPER    BOOKS. 


BY  J.  N.  LARNED,  SUPERINTENDENT,  BUFFALO   LIBRARY. 


T  T  OW  to  deal  in  a  public  library  with  books 
of  a  doubtful  character,  morally,  and 
with  books  offensive  to  considerable  classes  of 
readers,  is  a  very  delicate  question,  and  it  is 
one  which  needs  to  be  carefully  discussed.  In 
my  own  opinion,  it  is  important  that  every 
possible  effort  should  be  made,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  public  library,  to  avoid  the  appear- 
ance of  an  assumption  of  arbitrary  censorship 
over  the  literature  supplied  to  its  readers. 

Selection  there  must  be,  of  course.  No 
library,  not  even  the  richest,  can  supply  all 
books,  and  necessarily  it  is  by  somebody's 
choice  that  the  supply  in  each  case  is  brought 
within  the  means  which  the  library  commands. 
In  the  making  of  that  choice  a  certain  legiti- 
mate and  proper  censorship  is  exercised,  by 
which  a  large  majority,  perhaps,  of  the  books 
now  in  question  may  be  excluded.  The 
judgment  of  exclusion  in  those  cases  is  one 
which  challenges  no  strong  opposition  of 
opinion,  nor  arbitrarily  settles  any  nice  dispute 
in  morals  or  in  literary  taste.  It  is  that  chal- 
lenge— even  the  appearance  of  it,  —  and  that 
assumption  —  even  the  suspicion  of  it,  —  that  I 
would  have  every  library  avoid  as  far  as  it  may 
be  possible  to  do  so. 

There  are  many  books  belonging  to  current 
literature,  as  well  as  books  that  come  from 
coarser  times  in  the  past,  about  which  it  is 
clear  enough  that  they  should  not  be  put  into 
common  circulation  by  a  public  library,  but 
which  possess,  nevertheless,  enough  of  a  liter- 


ary quality,  or  enough  of  historical  import- 
ance, to  give  them  some  claim,  more  or  less, 
to  a  place  upon  its  shelves.  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  the  right  attitude  towards  books  of 
this  class,  in  our  library  management,  is  one 
that  will  cast  responsibility  for  the  possession 
and  use  of  them,  as  far  as  may  be,  on  "the  pub- 
lic for  whom  the  library  is  maintained. 

I  mean  by  that :  (i)  that  a  distinct  pressure 
of  considerable  demand  should  be  waited  for 
before  such  books  are  bought,  but  that  it  will 
not  often  be  right  or  wise  to  offensively  resist 
such  a  demand  ;  (2)  that  no  book  of  the  kind 
should  be  given  to  any  adult  reader  without 
distinct  information  as  to  the  character  it  bears. 
I  take  for  granted  that  no  library  will  issue 
doubtful  books  to  minors,  and  what  I  say  has 
reference  to  the  policy  of  dealing  with  the 
wants  of  adults. 

In  the  case  of  one  recent  book  for  which 
many  applications  were  made  in  our  library, 
I  have  been  trying  the  experiment  of  sending 
a  circular  note  to  each  applicant,  briefly  de- 
scribing its  character  and  saying  that  I  am  not 
willing  the  book  should  go  into  the  hands  of 
any  reader  without  clear  knowledge  of  what  it 
is.  The  result  has  been  to  cancel  a  large  part 
of  the  requests  for  the  book,  while  those  who 
read  it  take  on  themselves  the  whole  respon- 
sibility in  doing  so.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
general  policy  of  dealing  with  such  books  may 
be  framed  on  the  principle  indicated  in  this 
experiment. 
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BY   WILLIAM   H.  BRETT,  LIBRARIAN,  CLEVELAND   PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


T  REGARD  this  question  of  the  exercise  of 
a  proper  supervision  over  the  purchase 
and  selection  of  books  for  the  library  as  one 
of  the  most  serious,  probably  the  most  diffi- 
cult, of  the  many  important  questions  with 
which  we  have  to  deal.  In  looking  over  the 
field  when  selecting  books  for  the  library  I 
think  they  fall  naturally,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
librarian,  into  three  classes  :  those  which  he 
selects,  those  which  he  simply  omits,  and  those 
which  he  absolutely  excludes. 

Now  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  placing 
a  book  in  the  library  might  possibly  be 
broader  than  that  which  was  probably  in- 
tended in  stating  the  question  by  the  program 
committee.  There  are,  as  we  all  know,  many 
books  published  every  year  on  economics, 
politics,  and  other  important  subjects  which, 
adjudged  by  opinions  that  are  now  accepted, 
are  utterly  worthless.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
there  is  in  those  fields  such  a  diversity,  such  a 
contrariety  of  opinions  that  we  may  well  be 
very  careful  about  excluding  books  because 
they  differ  from  the  opinions  which  are  ac- 
cepted now.  We  must  remember  that  the 
cranky  idea  of  to-day  may  possibly  be  the  ac- 
cepted belief  to-morrow  ;  so  that  there  are 
none  of  those  books  that  we,  perhaps,  should 
absolutely  exclude. 

It  is  only  when  we  come  to  books  which 
affect  the  question  of  morals,  the  question  of 
conduct,  that  we  feel  that  we  have  the  right  to 
draw  the  line  of  exclusion  ;  that  we  will  have 
therein  the  support  of  right-thinking  people, 
no  matter  what  their  religious  opinions  may 
be,  no  matter  what  their  belief  or  lack  of  be- 
lief. We  are  all  practically  united  on  what 
constitutes  right  living.  Matthew  Arnold  says 
that  conduct  is  three-fourths  of  life  ;  yet,  con- 
duct is  but  the  working  out  into  life  of 
what  a  man  thinks,  and  what  he  believes,  and 
this  is  moulded  largely  by  what  he  reads. 
Among  the  books  which  influence  opinion 
and  mould  belief,  are  many  which  are  classed 
as  fiction,  and  it  is  largely  in  that  class  that 
the  line  of  exclusion  will  be  drawn. 

I  listened  with  great  interest  to  Miss  West's 


exposition  of  the  methods  of  selection  em- 
ployed in  the  public  library  at  Milwaukee. 
We,  too,  have  been  employing  methods  simi- 
lar to  those  which  are  followed  in  many 
libraries.  The  publishers'  names  do  give 
great  weight  to  books.  There  are  books 
we  accept  simply  because  they  have  the  im- 
print of  a  publishing  house  in  which  we  have 
confidence.  The  reputation  of  the  author,  the 
character  of  his  previous  writings  is  consid- 
ered, also. 

I  have,  at  times,  been  much  puzzled  to  de- 
cide whether  it  was  best  to  include  books,  in 
themselves  unobjectionable,  but  written  by 
authors  whose  work  in  the  main  is  objection- 
able. I  can  think,  now,  of  two  or  three  stories 
which  are  pure  and  beautiful,  but  written  by 
an  author  much  of  whose  work  seems  likely 
to  be  harmful.  Is  it  worth  while  to  introduce 
such  an  author  to  our  young  people  ?  Is  it 
not  to  be  feared  that  they  may  pursue  the  ac- 
quaintance to  their  own  detriment  ? 

I  believe  that  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  ex- 
clude from  our  shelves  books  which  seem 
likely  to  prove  harmful,  no  matter  with  what 
reputation  as  classics  they  come  to  us.  I 
think  we  have  a  right  to  judge  these  books 
and  exclude  them,  just  exactly  as  we  do  books 
of  the  day. 

It  is  possible  that  the  rule  which  Miss  West 
applies  to  her  selection  might  exclude  some 
books  which  have  been  in  the  last  year  or  two 
very  popular ;  books  which  do  not  bear  direct- 
ly on  the  question  of  morals,  but  which  cer- 
tainly describe  conditions  that  are  not  normal 
and  healthful.  Now  I  hesitate,  but  I  think  I 
will  venture  to  name  "Ships  that  pass  in  the 
night"  as  a  type  of  the  class  which  I  mean. 
I  do  not  believe  that  we  should  exclude  this 
book  from  the  library,  but  it  is  certainly  a  book 
which  does  not  describe  normal  conditions. 

I  have  been  trying  to  recall  this  afternoon 
a  story  that  I  heard  or  read  long  ago,  of  some 
eastern  prince  ;  possibly  some  one  else  may  re- 
member it  better  than  I  do.  It  speaks  of  the 
danger  which  oriental  monarchs  incurred  from 
the  arts  of  the  poisoner,  and  tells  of  one  who 
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had  a  talisman  given  him  as  a  safeguard.  At 
his  banquets,  when  the  wine-cup  was  handed 
to  him  he  touched  it  with  this  talisman.  If 
the  wine  was  pure  it  remained  clear,  if  poisoned 
it  became  turbid.  If  we  had  such  a  talisman 
as  that  which  we  could  apply  to  the  books 


that  are  offered  us  I  am  sure  that  some  books 
which  come  to  us  with  very  fair  names  would 
become  turbid  at  its  touch,  and  others  that  we 
inspect  more  rigidly  might  stand  the  test.  The 
only  substitute  we  can  have  for  such  a  talis- 
man is  good  common  sense. 


MEDICAL    BOOKS    FOR    SMALL    PUBLIC    LIBRARIES. 


BY   DR.  GEORGE   E.  WIRE,  SUPT.,  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT,  THE  NEWBERRY   LIBRARY,  CHICAGO. 


T  N  building  up  my  department,  which  now 
numbers  22,000  volumes,  I  have  naturally 
learned  much  of  the  popular  as  well  as  the 
scientific  side  of  medical  literature.  It  has 
occurred  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  question  of 
medical  books  in  small  public  libraries  would 
be  a  profitable  subject  for  discussion,  and  to 
it  I  invite  your  attention. 

There  are  at  least  two  general  views  of  the 
position  a  public  library,  rate  supported,  ought 
to  take  in  furnishing  books.  One  is,  that  being 
a  free  library  supported  by  taxation  it  should 
not  furnish  books  for  special  students,  as  law- 
yers, physicians,  or  clergymen.  Another  view 
takes  the  opposite  side,  and  claims  that  it  should 
supply  all  the  books  asked  for,  along  certain 
lines.  I  am  inclined  to  the  former  view  and, 
unless  a  library  has  a  special  fund  or  the  books 
are  given  by  some  friend,  I  do  not  believe  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  library  to  furnish  those 
books. 

Even  when  the  library  has  attained  the  size 
of  50,000  or  100,000  volumes,  I  should  be  op- 
posed to  such  action.  Let  the  physicians  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  lawyers  and  establish 
their  own  libraries.  I  know  of  no  public 
library  (leaving  out  state  libraries)  which  at- 
tempts to  keep  up  a  law  department,  but  there 
are  several  that  are  trying  to  keep  up  a  medi- 
cal department.  Medical  books  are  neces- 
sarily high-priced,  technical  in  character,  and 
obviously  unfit  for  general  circulation  or  even 
general  hall  use. 

But  there  are  a  few  standard  books  which 
every  small  library  should  have ;  and  then  a 
number  of  smaller,  semi-popular  books,  which 
may  be  profitably  put  into  even  so  small  a 
library  as  one  of  5,000  volumes.  Taking  this 
as  the  basis  and  allowing  one  per  cent,  will 
give  us  50  volumes,  which  surely  will  not  be 


too  large  a  proportion  of  such  works  for  the 
library.  I  condemn  unreservedly  all  "family 
doctors,"  "  guides  to  health,"  etc.,  and  would 
not  have  any  of  them  in  such  a  library.  They 
are  written  down  to  the  supposed  comprehen- 
sion of  the  laity  and  are  liable  to  do  more 
harm  than  good. 

I  favor  putting  in  a  few  reference  books, 
mainly  of  dictionary  form  ;  and  then  a  few 
standard  works  on  anatomy  and  physiology 
for  reference,  and  filling  up  the  list  with  books 
not  too  valuable  to  circulate.  Of  course,  it 
would  be  impossible  in  a  library  of  that  size, 
to  give  even  one  representative  book  in  each 
school  of  medicine  in  the  various  branches  of 
materia  medica,  therapeutics,  practice  of  med- 
icine, surgery,  etc.,  to  say  nothing  of  phar- 
macy, dentistry,  and  veterinary  medicine. 
Consequently  the  list  which  I  now  give  does 
not  attempt  that,  and  I  do  not  expect  it  will 
meet  with  approval  of  the  physicians  ;  I  wish 
it  distinctly  understood  that  it  is  not  made  up 
for  them,  but  for  the  librarians. 

In  the  following  list  I  have  made  notes  con- 
cerning some  of  the  books,  as  will  be  seen  : 

GOULD,  G.  M.  An  illustrated  dictionary  of  medi- 
cine, biology,  and  allied  sciences.  Phil.,  Blakis- 
ton,  1894.  leather,  $10.00. 

This  is  the  best  and  latest  one-volume  book. 
It  has  many  useful  tables  and  appendices.  I 
call  especial  attention  to  one  giving  personal 
names  of  diseases,  injuries,  and  operations, 
which  is  of  great  value. 

LEIDY,  Joseph.  An  elementary  treatise  on  human 
anatomy,  ad  ed.  Phil.,  Lippincott,  1889.  cloth, 
$4.00. 

This  work  is  compact,  scientifically  written, 
and  thoroughly  reliable.  If  something  more 
popular  is  wanted,  the  following  will  be  found 
useful : 
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DUTTON,  George.  Anatomy,  scientific  and  popular. 
ad  ed.  Bost.,  Cynosure  Pub.  Co.,  1892.  (No 
price  given,  but  probably,  in  half  leather,  about 
$4.00.) 

The  illustrations  are  from  standard  works 
and  the  text  is  accurate,  clear,  and  concise, 
and  written  in  easy  style. 

WALLER,  A.  D.  An  introduction  to  human  physi- 
ology, ad  ed.  N.  Y.,  Longmans,  1893.  cloth, 
$4-00. 

This  is  scientific  and  accurate,  but  not  too 
scientific  for  such  a  library,  and  would  rank 
with  Leidy. 

MARTIN,  H.  N.  The  human  body.  (American 
Science  Series.)  N.  Y.,  Holt,  1881.  cloth, $2.75. 

As  a  more  popular  work,  to  rank  with  Dut- 
ton,  this  will  be  found  useful.  Has  a  supple- 
mentary chapter  which  may  be  had  separately, 
I  believe. 

QUAIN,  Richard,  editor.  A  dictionary  of  medicine, 
including  general  pathology,  general  therapeutics, 
hygiene,  and  the  diseases  peculiar  to  women  and 
children;  by  various  writers.  New  ed.,  revised, 
with  an  American  appendix.  2v.  N.  Y.,  1894. 
half  mor.,  $15.00. 

This  book  is  exactly  what  it  professes  to  be, 
a  dictionary  of  practice  of  medicine,  and  not  a 
medical  dictionary ;  and  it  gives  all  that  is 
really  needed  on  those  subjects. 

In  surgery,  I  follow  the  same  plan  as  in 
medicine  and  recommend  the  following  : 
HEATH,  Christopher,  editor.     Dictionary  of  practical 
surgery,   by   various    British   hospital   surgeons. 
2v.  in  i.     Phil.,  Lippincott,  1886.     cloth,  $7.50; 
sheep,  $8.50. 

I  believe  a  new  edition  is  coming  out  in 
England.  This  book  gives,  in  language  as 
untechnical  as  can  be  employed,  all  that  the 
casual  reader  needs. 

On  general  nursing,  the  latest  and  best 
book  is  the  following  : 

HAMPTON,  Isabel  A.  Nursing;  its  principles  and 
practice.  2d  ed.  Phil.,  W.  B.  Saunders,  1894. 
cloth,  $2.00.  . 

Still  good,  although  not  quite  up  to  date,  is 
this  work  : 

WEEKS,  C.  S.  Text  book  of  nursing.  N.  Y.,  Ap- 
pleton,  c.  1885.  cloth,  $1.75. 

Blakiston  and  Lippincott  both  publish  vari- 
ous books  on  special  kinds  of  nursing  which 
may  be  bought  if  needed.  For  reference,  take 
The  Trained  Nurse,  monthly,  $2.00  a  year, 
(New  York).  This  gives  much  valuable  in- 
formation in  the  course  of  the  year  and  does 
away  with  the  necessity  of  having  a  large 
number  of  books  on  the  subject.  It  is  one  of 
the  best  edited  and  brightest  periodicals  with 
which  I  am  acquainted. 


I  would  also  recommend  for  reference  : 

BILLINGS,  J.  S.,anrfHURD,  A.  M., editors.  Hospitals, 
dispensaries,  and  nursing;  papers  and  discussions 
in  the  International  Congress  of  Charities,  Cor- 
rections, and  Philanthropy,  Section  3,  Chicago, 
1893.  Bait.,  Johns  Hopkins  Univ.  Press,  1894. 
cloth,  $5.00. 

This  is  a  veritable  mine  of  information  on 
all  the  subjects  named  in  the  title. 

Closely  allied  to  nursing  is  massage,  and  I 
give  two  good  books  on  the  subject : 

KLEEN,  Emil.  Handbook  of  Massage.  Tr.  by  E. 
M.  Hartwell.  Phil.,  Blakiston,  1892.  cloth, 

#2.75- 

OSTROM,  K.  W.  Massage,  and  the  original  Swedish 
movement.  2d  ed.  Phil.,  Blakiston,  1894.  cloth, 
$1.00. 

The  subject  of  hygiene,  personal  and  public, 
is  one  in  which  all  libraries  should  be  partic- 
ularly interested.  At  least  one  good  period- 
ical should  be  taken  for  reference.  The  San- 
itarian, monthly,  $4.00  a  year  (New  York),  is 
the  best  monthly  published  in  this  country, 
devoted  to  general  hygiene.  "Abstracts  of 
Sanitary  Reports"  is  published  weekly  by  the 
Marine  Hospital  Service,  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  is  sent  free  on  application.  This  con- 
tains official  information  about  quarantine, 
and  also  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  United 
States  and  other  countries. 

The  health  reports  of  one's  own  state  can  be 
secured  on  application,  and  doubtless  those  of 
contiguous  states.  Some  of  the  states  seem  to 
specialize  in  their  reports.  For  instance : 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  are  inclined  to 
investigate  questions  of  water  supply.  Mas- 
sachusetts has  published  a  special  report,  in 
two  volumes,  on  water  examination  and  anal- 
ysis, written  by  experts.  It  is  the  most  ex- 
haustive work  on  the  subject  written  and  pub- 
lished in  this  country.  New  York,  also,  in  the 
later  reports  takes  up  the  question  of  the  purity 
of  the  Croton  water,  and  the  protection  of  the 
water-shed  and  reservoirs  from  filth.  Michigan 
is  inclined  to  disseminate  information  on  pub- 
lic health,  and  has  a  series  of  Sanitary  Con- 
ventions held  three  or  four  times  a  year  at 
different  points  in  the  state  and  reported  sep- 
arately. Michigan,  too,  has  but  lately  taken 
up  the  fight  against  tuberculosis  as  an  infec- 
tious disease.  Minnesota  pays  special  atten- 
tion to  infectious  diseases.  Illinois  is  the  one 
agency  which  has  done  more  to  raise  the 
standard  of  medical  education  than  any  other  ; 
and  in  the  Conspectus  of  Medical  Education 
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in  the  United  States,  of  which  a  new  edition 
comes  out  every  year  or  so,  will  be  found  a 
succinct  history  of  every  medical  college  in 
the  country.  Tennessee  publishes  a  monthly 
bulletin  which  besides  giving  local  statistics 
has  usually  some  good  general  information  on 
public  hygiene. 

STEVENSON,  Thomas,  and  MURPHY,  S.  F.  A  treat- 
ise on  hygiene  and  public  health.  3v.  Phil., 
Blakiston,  1892-94.  $17.00.  Vols.  1-2  are  $12.00, 
and  can  be  bought  separately. 

This  is  an  exhaustive  and  valuable  work  of 
reference,  and  saves  buying  several  smaller 
reference  books.  It  treats  all  the  essentials  of 
private  and  personal  hygiene,  clothing,  foods, 
dwellings,  and  drainage ;  and  the  section  on 
infectious  diseases,  with  the  numerous  bacteri- 
ological plates,  is  especially  vauable.  Vol.  3 
is  not  so  necessary  as  vols.  1-2,  being  entirely 
devoted  to  the  health  and  lunacy  legislation 
of  Great  Britain. 

As  a  complete  one-volume  work  on  public 
hygiene,  not  too  large  or  valuable  to  circulate 
and  yet  good  for  reference,  I  would  recom- 
mend : 

ROHE,  George  H.  Text-book  of  hygiene ;  a  compre- 
hensive treatise  upon  the  principles  and  practice 
of  preventive  medicine  from  an  American  stand- 
point. 3d  ed.  Phil.,  F.  A.  Davis,  1894.  cloth, 
fe-oo. 

On  personal  hygiene,  I  would  recommend  : 

MORRIS,  Malcolm,  editor.  Book  of  Health.  3d  ed. 
N.  Y.,  Cassell,  1884.  cloth,  $5.00. 

I  can  recommend  for  circulation  the  entire 
series  of  Health  Primers,  (N.Y.,  Appleton,  40 
cents  each).  There  are  nine  volumes  in  this 
series,  and,  although  small,  they  give  all  that 
is  necessary  on  many  subjects.  A  late  and 
reliable  work  on  personal  hygiene  is: 
YORKE-DAVIS,  N.  E.  Health  and  condition  in  the 

active  and  sedentary.    N.  Y.,  Stokes,  1895.    cloth, 

$2.00. 

Some  of  the  school  hygienes  are  excellent 
works  while  many  are  not.     The  following  is 
a  late  one  and  has  much  originality  : 
EDWARDS,  J.  F.     Hygiene  with  anatomy  and  physi- 
ology.    N.  Y.,  Catholic  School  Book  Company, 
1895.     cloth,  $2.00. 

There  are  two  divisions  of  hygiene  —  foods, 
and  exercise,  —  where  more  books  will  be  of 
use  than  in  some  other  divisions.     I  give  a 
selection  of  titles  in  each  class  : 
BLYTHE,    A.    W.     Foods;    their  composition    and 
analysis.     Lond.,  1877.     (N.  Y.,  Scribner's   Im- 
portations.)   cloth,  $6.40. 
FOTHKRGII.L,   J.  Milner.     Manual  of  dietetics.     N 

Y.,  Wood,  1886.     cloth,  $2  50. 

THOMPSON,  Sir  Henry.  Food  and  feeding.  8th  ed. 
N.  Y.,  Warne,  N.  D.,  p.  1884.  cloth.  $1.25. 


YEO,  G.  F.  Food  in  health  and  disease.  Phil.,  Lea 
Bros.,  N.  D.  cloth, $2.00. 

Of  books  on  exercise  and  physical  educa- 
tion the  library  can  afford  to  have  for  circula- 
tion at  least  a  dozen  of  these  inexpensive 
manuals.  I  mean  a  dozen  good  ones  ;  not  such 
as  are  published  by  cheap  houses  and  com- 
plied by  hack  writers,  but  those  written  by 
able  and  responsible  men  and  women  : 
BISSF.LL,  Mary  T.  Physical  development  and  exer- 
cise for  women.  N.  Y.,  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co., 

(Portia  series)  1891.     cloth.  $1.25. 
GALBRAITH,  Anna  M.     Hygiene  and  physical  cul- 
ture for   women.     N.  Y.,  Dodd,   Mead  &  Co., 

1895.     cloth,  $1.75. 
BLAIKIE,  William.     How  to  get  strong  and  how  to 

stay  so.     N.  Y.,  Harper,  1879.     cloth,  $1.00 
CHECKLEY,   Edwin.      Natural    method  of  physical 

training.    New,  rev.  ed.    Brooklyn,  Bryant,  1892. 

cloth,  $1.50. 
KNAUFF,  Theo.  C.      Athletics  for  physical  culture. 

N.  Y.,  Tail,  1894.     cloth,  $2.00. 
MACLAREN,  Archibald.     Physical  education.    New 

ed.     Oxford,  Clarendon  Press.     (N.  Y.,  Macmil- 

lan),  1895.    cloth,  $2.50. 
PROCTOR,  R.  A.     Strength:  how  to  get  strong  and 

how  to  keep  strong.     N.   Y.,   Longmans,   1889. 

cloth,  7Sc. 
THORNTON,  J.  P.    Training    for   health,   strength, 

speed,  and  agility.     N.  Y.,  Excelsior  Pub.  House, 

1890.     cloth,  $1.00. 

Of  those  named,  Bissell,  and  Galbraith,  are 
partly  popular  and  technical ;  Checkley, 
Maclaren,  and  Thornton,  are  technical ;  Blaik- 
ie,  Knauff,  and  Proctor,  are  rather  more  popu- 
lar. Maclaren,  is  the  most  scientific  of  all, 
being  a  complete  drill-book  for  the  gymnasium. 

In  closing  I  give  a  number  of  miscellaneous 

works,  nearly  all  popular  or  semi-popular,  on 

various  subjects : 

READE,  H.  H.  Study  of  stimulants  in  relation  to 
intellectual  life.  Manchester,  1883.  cloth,  3/6. 

DOWSE,  E.  S.  Brain  and  nerve,  and  on  the  exhaus- 
tions of  influenza.  Lond.,  Bailliere,i892.  cloth,  2/6. 

MITCHELL,  S.  Weir.  Doctor  and  patient.  Phil., 
Lippincott,  1894.  $1.50. 

Fat  and  blood.    3d.ed.  Phil.,  Lippincott,  1894. 

$1.50. 

Wear  and  tear;  or,  hints  for  the  overworked, 

5th  ed.     Phil.,  Lippincott,  1894.    $1.00. 

DAY,  W.  H:  Headaches;  their  nature,  causes  and 
treatment.  4th  ed.  Lond.,  Churchill,  1888. 
cloth,  7/6. 

FOTHERGILL,  J.  Milner.  Diseases  of  sedentary  and 
advanced  life.  N.  Y.,  Appleton,  1885.  cloth, 
$2.00. 

BEALE,  Lionel  S.  Slight  ailments.  3d.  ed.  Phil., 
Blakeston,  1890.  cloth,  $1.25. 

TYNDALL,  John.  Floating  matter  of  the  air  in  rela- 
tion to  putrefaction  and  infection.  N.  Y.,  Ap- 
pleton, 1892.  cloth,  $1.50. 

WOODHEAD,  G.  S.  Bacteria  and  their  products. 
(Contemporary  Science  Series.)  London,  Scott, 
1892.  (N.  Y.,  Scribner's  Importations),  cloth, 
$1.25. 

PRUDDKN,  T.  M.  Drinking  water  and  ice  supplies 
and  their  relation  to  health  and  disease.  N.  Y.. 
Putnam's,  1891.  cloth,  750. 
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VALUE    OF    LOCAL    HISTORY    IN    A    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


BY  MINERVA   A.  SANDERS,  LIBRARIAN,  FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY,  PAWTUCKET,  R.  I. 


TN  reply  to  the  question,  "What  is  the  prac- 
tical value  of  a  collection  of  local  history  in 
a  library  ? "     I  wish  to  give  an  illustration  of 
its  value  in  one  instance. 

In  considering  a  subject  for  the  graduating 
exercises  for  the  summer  term  of  the  grammar 
grades  of  the  public  schools  of  Pawtucket, 
Rhode  Island  was  suggested  ;  but  where  was 
the  material?  Naturally,  the  librarian  was 
consulted.  While  we  knew  that  we  had  his- 
tory, biography,  some  literature,  and  a  few 
speeches,  it  did  not  seem  to  be  at  first  thought 
a  rich  mine  to  explore.  But  when  we  had  col- 
lected all  matter,  bound  and  unbound,  bearing 
upon  the  state,  or  written  by  native  authors, 
and  had  marked  selections  for  declamation, 
and  subjects  for  essays  and  sketches,  we  found 
a  greater  difficulty  in  utilizing  so  much  mater- 
ial. The  more  so  that  while  the  work  of  se- 
lection was  in  progess  we  recived  a  valuable 
collection  of  Rhode  Island  books  and  pamph- 
lets, historical,  political,  literary,  educational, 
and  social,  numbering  nearly  eight  hundred. 

The  library  was  made  the  headquarters,  and 
after  weeks  of  reading  and  selecting,  the  follow- 
ing program  was  arranged ,  each  number  either 
directly  bearing  upon  the  state,  or  written  by  a 
native  author. 

Theme,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Our  State.  "She  fills  but  a  small  space  upon 
the  country's  map,  but  the  deeds  of  her  sons  in 
field  and  council  fill  a  large  space  in  the  country's 
history." 

Chorus. — Patriot  sons  of  patriot  sires. 

P,     ..   ..  (   a.  Rhode  Island's  gift. 

Recitation.-  j   b    Rhode  Island     s 

Essay. — The  life  and  influence  of  Roger  Williams. 

Recitation. — The   banishment  of  Roger  Williams. 

Recitation.— What  Cheer! 

Chorus. — Evening  bells. 

Essay. — The  development  of  Rhode"  Island  under 
the  Royal  Charter. 

Declamation. — Mount  Hope. 

Essay. — Rhode  Island  during  the  Revolution. 

Recitation. — Dorothy's  Hollow. 

Recitation. — The  romance  of  a  rose. 

Essay. — Rhode  Island's  influence  since  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Chorus — Battle  hymn  of  the  Republic. 

Essay. — Rhode  Island's  progress  in  industries  and 
education. 

Chorus — Great  western  land.  (Both  words  and 
music  by  native  authors.) 

Declamation. — Eulogy  on  Henry  Wilson. 


Large  charcoal  sketches  of  places  and 
events  of  historic  interest,  finely  executed  by 
the  pupils  were  hung  around  the  hall,  com- 
prising 

The  flag  of  New  England  used  during  the 
administration  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros. 

The  coat  of  arms  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  church  of  Roger  Williams. 

The  burning  of  the  Gaspee. 

The  old  mill  at  Newport. 

The  old  Ballou  meeting-house  at  Smithfield. 

Pawtucket  Falls  in  1789. 

Pawtucket  Falls  in  1895. 

The  Governor  and  other  prominent  officials 
were  on  the  platform  beneath  the  state  flag. 

As  the  story  of  the  state  was  told  from  its 
settlement,  its  charter,  its  colonial  struggles, 
its  Indian  wars ;  as  its  educational  progress 
was  shown  from  its  three  private  schools,  to  its 
present  grand  system  embracing  over  one- 
thousand  public  schools ;  as  its  industries 
were  brought  out,  from  its  fisheries  and  ship 
building,  its  hand-spinning  and  weaving,  its 
first  cotton  mill,  to  its  extensive  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  to-day,  it  was  a  marvel  to 
all  who  listened  that  we  could  so  long  have 
lived,  and  have  known  so  little  of  our  own 
state;  and  when  the  glorious  "Battle  Hymn 
of  the  Republic"  (written  by  our  own  Julia 
Ward  Howe)  was  sung,  the  enthusiasm 
knew  no  bounds. 

Even  had  this  been  all,  we  should  have 
seen  the  practical  value  of  a  collection  of  local 
history;  for  the  amount  of  reading  done  by 
the  teachers,  the  librarian,  and  pupils  in  the 
preparation  of  the  exercises  was  invaluable. 
The  essays  developed  thought  worthy  of 
college  graduates. 

It  did  not  end  here ;  all  through  the  summer 
vacation  there  has  been  scarcely  a  day  when 
some  of  the  pupils  were  not  poring  over  the 
Rhode  Island  collection. 

The  interest  thus  awakened  continues,  and 
we  can  no  longer  regard  a  ^collection  of  local 
history  in  a  library  as  simply  "  a  reserve  supply 
for  journalists,  and  antiquarians,  and  Fourth  of 
July  orators." 
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A  HANDBOOK  of  library  economy  such  as 
**•  that  contemplated  in  this  paper  bids  fair  to 
be  a  labor  of  love,  at  least  in  the  beginning  of 
whatever  history  it  may  be  destined  to  have. 
Therefore,  it  seems  especially  meet  that  any 
such  project  should  come  up  in  this  assembly 
for  consideration  and  discussion  before  too 
much  labor  has  been  expended  thereupon,  lest 
it  might  prove  to  be  labor  both  loved  and  lost. 

The  essential  form  of  a  handbook  of  library 
economy  has  materially  changed  in  the  last 
half-century.  It  is  interesting  as  well  as  in- 
stuctive  to  turn  back  to  that  monument  of  pa- 
tient industry,  Edward  Edwards'  Memoirs  of 
Libraries :  Including  a  Handbook  of  Library 
Economy,  or  to  Reuben  A.  Guild's  The  Libra- 
rian's Manual,  or  to  William  J.  Rhees'  Manual 
of  Public  Libraries  .  .  .  of  North  America,  and 
compare  their  aims  and  ideals  with  those  of 
that  latest  excellent  little  manual  titled  Public 
Librar>r  Handbook,  Denver,  for  which  Mr.  J. 
C.  Dana  and  his  able  staff  both  deserve  and 
receive  so  great  credit. 

This  more  modern  idea  is  exemplified  in  a 
number  of  manuals  of  recent  date.  Mr. 
Fletcher,  in  his  Public  Libraries  in  America, 
Miss  Plummer,  in  her  Hints  to  Small  Libraries, 
and  Mr.  Dana,  in  his  Public  Library  Handbook, 
have  each  addressed  somewhat  different  con- 
stituencies and  have  done  so  from  somewhat 
different  viewpoints.  Still  the  field  does  not 
seem  too  fully  occupied,  however  excellent 
these  manuals,  and  "good  wine  needs  no 
bush." 

The  idea  of  a  handbook,  which  perhaps 
might  better  be  called  a  dictionary,  has 
had  lodging-place  in  my  mind  for  a  number  of 
years  and  some  work  in  elaboration  of  the  idea 
has  been  done.  With  the  hope  that  the  enu- 
meration, or  mention,  of  a  few  of  the  ele- 
ments, or  features,  of  the  plan  would  call  forth 
suggestions  and  criticisms  leading  to  the 
further  elaboration  of  the  idea,  I  have  ventured 
to  bring  the  subject  before  you  to-day.  The 
same  idea  was  briefly  shadowed  forth  last  year 
at  the  Lake  Placid  Conference  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
6 


Dana.  In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sixth  Session 
(see  Library  Journal,  19^153)  he  is  reported 
to  have  said : 

"I  would  like  to  refer  to  the  Publishing 
Section  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  the 
Association's  compiling,  within  a  few  years, 
a  dictionary  of  library  economy.  This  would 
not  be  exactly  the  book  which  is  to  be  pub- 
lished by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  nor  would 
it  be  a  library  handbook.  It  would  be  arranged 
on  some  such  plan  as  that  admirable  dictionary 
of  electricity  you  are  all  familiar  with,  giving 
briefly,  each  under  its  proper  entry,  directions 
in  regard  to  the  minor  details  as  well  as  the 
more  important  subjects  in  library  work." 

From  this  I  take  it  that  Mr.  Dana's  idea  is 
that  of  a  handbook  in  the  form  of  a  dictionary 
to  which  all  kinds  of  inquirers  may  be  referred. 
At  any  rate  my  notion  takes  some  such  shape 
as  that. 

Many  an  overworked  cataloger  has  sighed 
from  out  the  depths  of  his  weariness  :  "  Oh  if 
there  were  only  some  book  which  would  give 
the  full  name,  with  date  of  birth  and  of  death 
of  all  writers,  how  happy  I'd  be  !  "  And  the 
reference-clerk  has  amended  the  wish  by  in- 
serting in  the  place  of  the  words  "all  writers" 
the  single  word  "everybody."  That  is  to  say, 
each  has  keenly  felt  the  need  of  a  reliable 
starting-point  in  looking  up  a  subject  within 
his  particular  province.  The  novice  in  library 
economy  (and  he  isn't  always  entirely  a  novice 
either)  often  feels  the  same  keen  need  of  a 
starting-point  in  his  work.  Now  the  question 
arises  how  far  may  a  handbook  of  library 
economy  arranged  in  the  form  of  an  encyclo- 
pedic dictionary  serve  the  purpose  ? 

There  has  been  accumulated  in  the  Library 
Journal,  and  various  other  periodical  publica- 
tions and  treatises  both  large  and  small,  a  vast 
body  of  what  has,  aptly  enough,  been  called 
"  library  doctrine ;"  but  there  exists  no  ade- 
quate key  to  unlock  this  storehouse.  Often- 
times it  is  no  small  trouble,  even  for  one  who 
is  well  trained  in  such  work,  to  search  out  a 
desired  best  ruling  ;  consequently  it  is  often 
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much  easier  for  an  untrained  man  to  make  a 
ruling,  which  "will  do  for  the  time,"  than  to 
search  out  and  find  the  best.  The  result  is 
not  difficult  to  foresee.  To  what  extent  might 
an  encyclopedic  dictionary  obviate  this  diffi- 
culty ? 

The  art  of  library  management  has  been 
growing  apace  of  late  years  and  its  terminol- 
ogy, together  with  that  of  its  allied  arts,  such 
as  publishing,  printing,  and  bookbinding,  has 
become  large  and  is  daily  growing  larger,  with 
the  result  that  many  of  the  terms  are  strange 
even  to  well-informed  librarians.  For  a  simple 
instance  :  how  many  practical  librarians  present 
at  this  session  chance  to  know  the  exact  mean- 
ing of  the  term  "onion-paper,"  or  the  use  of 
the  article  itself,  or  where  quickly  to  find  out 
either  the  one  thing  or  the  other.  Yet  such 
paper  is,  or  ought  to  be,  in  daily  use  in  any 
much-frequented  library. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  difficulties  which  it 
seems  not  unlikely  an  encyclopedic  dictionary 
of  library  economy  might  largely  help  to  over- 
come. It  seems  unnecessary  to  detail  others 
because  there  are  many  which  will  at  once  sug- 
gest themselves  to  the  thought  of  experienced 
librarians  ;  as,  for  example,  the  readiness  with 
which  comparison  may  be  made  between  sys- 
tems or  methods ;  and  again,  the  delightful 
ease  with  which  inexperienced  inquirers  may 
be  satisfied,  as  opposed  to  the  present  slow 
process. 

Judging  from  such  examination  as  I  have  thus 
far  been  able  to  give  the  subject,  the  letters  of 
the  alphabet  will  average  somewhere  between 
thirty  and  forty  words  apiece,  exclusive  of 
cross-references.  This  means  that  such  a 
dictionary  as  is  here  contemplated  would  con- 
tain about  one  thousand  articles  arranged 
alphabetically  by  subjects,  besides  a  consider- 
able number  of  cross-references.  These 
articles  would  naturally  vary  greatly  in  length 
and  method  of  treatment  according  to  the 
subject.  Many  would  be  very  brief;  others 
would  cover  several  pages  ;  some  would  be 
tabular. 

In  addition  to  the  aforementioned  entries 
such  a  dictionary  should  contain  a  carefully 
prepared,  and  perhaps  annotated,  bibliogra- 
phy. This  bibliography  might  well  be  detailed 
and  form  an  appendix  to  the  work  ;  each  arti- 
cle in  the  bibliography  being  numbered  in 
such  manner  that  when  referred  to  in  the  body 


of  the  work  only  the  number  need  be  given,  a 
special  type-face  serving  to  make  the  reference 
entirely  clear.  By  this  means,  and  merely  by 
the  order  of  arrangement  of  the  numbers,  it 
would  be  an  easy  matter  for  the  compiler  to 
express  a  judgment  as  to  the  relative  merit  of 
the  works  cited. 

For  example,  suppose  in  the  article  on  book- 
binding it  were  desired  to  cite  Brassington, 
Crane,  Cundall,  Nicholson,  Prideaux,  Thoinan, 
and  Zaehnsdorf.  Each  of  these  titles  should 
have  its  proper  annotation  in  the  bibliography 
at  the  end  of  the  dictionary  and  be  duly  num- 
bered there.  When  referred  to  in  the  article 
on  bookbinding  the  number  only  would  be 
used,  and  the  place  in  the  article  where  the 
number  appeared  would  depend  upon  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  that  part  of  the  article. 
Certainly  Prideaux  might  be  cited  under 
bibliography  of  the  subject ;  Thoinan,  under 
biography  of  French  binders  ;  Brassington, 
and  Cundall,  under  the  general  history  of  the 
subject ;  and  so  on  through  the  list.  Where 
two  or  more  numbers  were  cited  the  order  of 
citation  would  express  a  judgment  of  relative 
merit  of  the  works  cited.  The  value  of  this 
judgment  after  its  expression  is  an  altogether 
different  matter  and  need  not  be  discussed 
here. 

Perhaps  the  mention  of  a  bibliography  has 
brought  to  mind  the  question,  what  would  be 
its  best  order  of  arrangement  ?  This  is  to  me 
an  unsolved  puzzle.  Suggestions  would  be 
very  welcome.  Such  a  bibliography  would 
have  a  number  of  uses  and  the  order  which 
would  best  subserve  one  purpose  would  not, 
or  at  any  rate  might  not,  be  at  all  convenient 
for  another.  My  present  inclination  is  toward 
a  simple  arrangement  of  the  entire  bibliogra- 
phy in  one  alphabet,  with  a  careful  index  of 
subjects;  but  the  question  is  too  complicated 
to  be  settled  hastily. 

The  best  indexing  of  such  a  work  is  another 
question  upon  which  too  much  light  has  not 
yet  been  shed.  Of  course  every  one  has  in 
mind  at  once  two  notable  examples  :  Grove's 
Dictionary  of  Music  and  Musicians,  and 
Larned's  History  for  Ready  Reference.  These 
may  be  said  to  represent  the  two  extremes  of 
indexing  methods,  and  are  applied  to  works 
of  great  scope,  but  it  is  surefy  pertinent  to  ask 
which  is  the  better  method  to  apply  to  an 
encyclopedic  dictionary  of  library  economy  ? 
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'T'HE  period  of  the  revival  of  learning  and  of 
•  the  restoration  to  the  world  of  the  won- 
derful civilization  and  literature  of  Greece 
taught  scholars  to  look  backward,  instead  of 
forward,  for  the  golden  age  of  literature,  of 
science,  and  of  art.  The  literary  works  of  the 
ancients  were  so  precious  that  libraries  were 
founded  for  collecting  and  hoarding  them,  and 
then  it  was  that  the  worship  of  books  was 
taught  to  men.  The  thought  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  library  of  Alexandria,  with  all  its 
reputed  treasures,  was  an  ever-present  night- 
mare with  the  librarian  of  those  days ;  and 
under  new  conditions  he  still  retained  the  old 
idea  :  he  considered  himself  the  keeper  of 
books  and  of  the  knowledge  and  the  light  that 
may  be  found  in  them. 

The  modern  idea  of  the  librarian  is  that  of 
the  distributer,  rather  than  the  keeper  of 
books  ;  but  the  idea  of  the  "  keeper  "  is  not 
entirely  lost.  Almost  every  librarian  feels 
that  he  owes  something  to  his  successor  and 
to  the  public  of  the  future.  He  believes  that 
he  ought  to  preserve  for  them  as  complete  a 
record  as  possible  of  every  human  activity — 
the  life  and  the  work  of  the  people  of  his  day. 
In  this  view  the  library  is  a  museum  of  civili- 
zation, accumulating  and  preserving  the  results 
of  human  progress  or  degeneration.  Never- 
theless, the  work  of  collecting  and  preserving 
is  important,  and  many  libraries  are  doing  it 
for  their  communities,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  their 
power  ;  but  the  larger  the  community  and  the 
greater  the  number  of  books,  the  more  diffi- 
cult such  a  task  becomes. 

Too  many  librarians,  however,  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  work  of  collecting 
and  preserving  for  the  future,  attempt  to  do 
too  much.  Libraries  in  the  same  community 
overlap  each  other  in  a  way  that  is  often 
wasteful ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  neglect 
to  preserve  matters  of  importance.  Almost 
everything  depends  on  the  whims  or  tastes 
of  the  persons  who,  for  the  time,  may  happen 
to  be  in  charge  of  the  library.  It  seems  that 
the  time  has  come  when  libraries  should  have 


a  very  clear  understanding  of  the  work  each 
one  is  to  do  in  the  line  of  collecting  for  pres- 
ervation. 

Many  of  our  public  libraries  of  a  popular 
character  add  from  five  to  fifteen  thousand 
volumes  every  year,  and  they  must  do  so  to 
supply  the  demand  for  new  books  and  to  do 
the  work  they  ought  to  do ;  but  how  many  of 
these  books  will  be  so  much  as  even  remem- 
bered by  the  most  intelligent  general  reader 
one  hundred  years  hence  ?  The  library  that 
continues  buying  ten  thousand  volumes  a  year 
for  a  century,  and  preserves  them,  as  almost 
every  library  is  now  doing,  will  then  have 
over  a  million  books,  a  number  that  is  exceeded 
by  only  two  or  three  libraries  in  the  world 
to-day. 

The  expense  of  administration,  and  the  in- 
terference of  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  unused  volumes,  will  force  most  of  our 
libraries  to  carry  only  a  working  stock.  These 
libraries  must  discriminate  and  they  should 
not  attempt  to  collect  and  preserve,  except  in 
very  limited  fields  ;  but  there  ought  to  be  a  few 
libraries  whose  particular  work  should  be  that 
of  gathering  and  saving  for  the  future.  These 
few  should  have  every  opportunity  of  getting 
all  the  material  within  their  field,  so  that  they 
could  be  depended  upon,  for  all  time,  to  have 
everything  within  their  intended  limits. 

To  show  the  need  of  systematic  collection 
for  preservation,  to  point  out  a  method  to 
insure  a  more  reasonable  degree  of  complete- 
ness and  safety,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  make 
such  a  collection  more  accessible  to  the  stu- 
dents of  this  and  succeeding  generations,  is 
the  purpose  of  this  paper. 

Books  of  local  interest  and  value  are  con- 
stantly published,  but  they  do  not  get  into  the 
regular  channels  of  the  trade,  and  so  they  are 
lost  to  the  libraries  and  to  the  future.  This 
state  of  things  must  continue  so  long  as  present 
methods  are  followed.  In  how  many  states 
is  there  a  library  with  anything  like  a  complete 
collection  of  the  books,  not  to  mention  news- 
papers, pamphlets,  etc.,  published  within,  or 
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relating  to,  the  state  ?  There  is  not  a  library 
in  the  state  of  Maryland  where  one-third  of  the 
several  thousand  books  published  within  her 
borders  before  the  civil  war  can  be.  found. 
The  same  is  true,  I  know,  of  other,  and  no 
doubt  to  some  extent  of  all,  the  states. 

You  may  say  that  most  of  these  books  de- 
serve to  be  forgotten.  It  may  be  true,  but 
nevertheless  they  were  once  a  part  of  the  life 
of  the  people.  Do  we  believe  that  the  census 
should  enumerate  only  the  "important  "  men 
of  the  nation  ?  As  a  record  of  the  life  of  a 
people  a  complete  collection  of  their  books  is 
fully  as  important  as  the  enumeration  and 
classification  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child. 
As  no  one  can  select  the  "important" 
people  for  the  census  returns,  so  no  one  can 
select  the  "important"  books  for  a  collection 
that  must  represent  the  intellectual  life  of  the 
people  :  for  we  should  be  constantly  repeating 
the  experience  of  the  critics  who  would  have 
denied  the  earlier  works  of  a  Wordsworth,  or 
a  Byron,  and  many  other  great  writers,  when 
first  their  works  appeared,  a  place  on  library 
shelves. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vides that  the  Congress  shall  have  power  "to 
promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts, 
by  securing  for  limited  times,  to  authors  and  in- 
ventors the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective 
writings  and  discoveries."  In  accordance  with 
this  power  our  copy  right  laws  have  been  passed. 
Such  laws  are  wise,  and  they  should  ap'ply  to 
citizen  and  alien  alike.  These  laws  give  the 
owner  of  the  copyright  a  great  monopoly,  and 
one  that  increases  in  value  with  the  growth  of 
population,  of  general  intelligence,  and  of 
libraries.  Even  now  a  publisher  can  safely 
count  on  disposing  to  libraries  alone  of  a  con- 
siderable edition  of  a  very  ordinary  book  ;  and 
there  is  an  ever  growing  demand  for  larger 
editions.  To  obtain  this  copyright  the  owner 
must  pay  a  fee  of  one  dollar  and  deposit  two 
copies  of  the  book  in  the  Library  of  Congress 
(national  library)  at  Washington — all  of 
which  is  very  well  as  far  as  it  goes. 

But  our  copyright  law  provides  only  one  de- 
pository for  the  United  States.  On  the  other 
hand,  an  act  of  Parliament  provides  five  for 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  before  the  convenience  and 
rapidity  of  travel  by  railroad  there  were  eleven. 
The  British  law  requires  that  a  copy  of  every 


edition  of  a  book  must  be  delivered  to  the 
British  Museum,  "bound,  stitched  or  sewed 
together,  and  upon  the  best  paper  on  which 
the  book  is  printed."  Furthermore,  "copies 
of  every  edition  of  every  book  published  must, 
if  demanded,  be  delivered  to  an  officer  of  the 
Stationers'  Company  for  each  of  the  following 
libraries  :  the  Bodleian  Library,  the  Cambridge 
University  Library,  the  Advocates'  Library  at 
Edinburgh,  and  the  Library  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin."  From  this  source,  in  1893,  as  stated 
in  the  annual  report,  the  Bodleian  Library, 
Oxford,  received  39,619  volumes. 

And  now  be  it  remembered  that  the  area 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  exceeds  the  area 
of  the  single  state  of  Colorado  by  less  than 
12,000  square  miles  —  Colorado  contains  103,- 
925.  On  the  other  hand,  the  population  of 
the  United  States  is  nearly  twice  that  of  the 
British  Isles.  On  the  basis  of  population  the 
United  States  should  have,  at  the  present 
time,  ten  depositories  for  the  five  of  the  British. 
Of  the  twenty  or  more  political  divisions  of 
Europe,  though  only  one  exceeds  the  United 
States  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  a  num- 
ber of  them  have  more  depositories. 

Again,  the  area  of  the  United  States  (in- 
cluding Alaska)  and  the  area  of  Europe  are 
so  nearly  equal  that  the  annexation  of  the  sin- 
gle province  of  Ontario  would  make  the  two 
areas  almost  exactly  the  same.  We  are  forced 
to  believe  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  centuries, 
at  the  very  most,  the  number  of  people  in  the 
United  States  will  exceed  the  present  number 
in  Europe,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions, an  average  of  one  hundred  per  square 
mile.  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island 
already  exceed  this  average — the  average  per 
square  mile  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  being  278  and  276  respectively.  One 
depository  is  not  enough  for  such  a  vast  num- 
ber of  people,  nor  for  such  a  large  area. 

By  the  census  of  1890  the  center  of  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,  is  more  than  450 
miles,  in  an  air  line,  west  of  Washington.  For 
the  past  hundred  years  this  center  has  been 
moving  westward  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  a 
year,  and  we  know  that  for  many  years  this 
westward  movement  must  continue.  You 
must  travel  twenty  hours  on  "the  fastest  express 
trains  to  reach  Washington  from  the  present 
center  of  population,  and  the  geographic  center 
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of  the  country  is  westward  of  the  National  capital 
more  than  a  journey  of  two  days.  Washington 
is  too  far  removed  from  the  masses  of  the 
people  to  be  the  only  depository. 

Whilst  there  are  a  dozen  or  more  languages 
in  Europe,  each  with  its  own  distinct  literature, 
in  the  United  States  the  English  language  is 
common  to  nearly  all  the  people ;  and,  if  pres- 
ent tendencies  continue,  the  proportion  of 
people  in  America  who  will  express  their 
thoughts  in  English,  will  be  greater  a  hundred 
years  hence  than  it  is  now.  A  great  multitude 
of  intelligent  and  educated  people,  speaking  a 
common  language,  require  more  than  one 
depository  for  the  products  of  their  intellectual 
life. 

Under  the  present  arrangement  the  student 
of  the  history  of  California  must  cross  the  con- 
tinent if  he  wants  to  find  all  the  copyrighted 
books  that  are  now  published  in  the  State,  or 
relating  to  it,  and  a  hundred  years  hence  his 
need  to  go  to  Washington  will  be  even  greater : 
for  books  have  a  curious  way  of  disappearing. 
Can  the  national  library  at  Washington  assure 
the  student  of  1995  that  all  the  books  relating 
to  California  of  to-day  will  be  there  ?  Is  it  safe 
to  risk  everything  in  one  place?  A  national 
library  is  subject  to  all  the  ordinary  risks  of  any 
library,  with  the  additional  risk  of  loss  by  an 
act  of  war.  We  need  only  recall  the  history  of 
our  own  national  library,  burned  by  the  British 
in  1814,  and  Washington  terrified  by  hostile 
armies  during  the  civil  war.  The  carefulness 
and  foresight  of  ordinary  business  affairs 
demand  that  all  should  not  be  risked  in  one 
place. 

All  these  difficulties  and  dangers  of  a  single 
depository  can  be  overcome  by  an  amendment 
to  the  law  of  copyright.  The  law  should  pro- 
vide for  more  depositories.  How  many  more 
will  be  largely  a  matter  of  judgment.  It  should 
provide,  first  of  all,  that  every  state  may  be 
assured  that  it  can  get,  within  the  state,  a  copy 
of  every  work  that  is  copyrighted  by  one  of  its 
citizens.  Where  it  should  be  deposited  would 
be  for  each  state  legislature  to  decide— the 
state  library,  the  state  historical  society,  or  the 
library  of  the  state  university,  suggest  them- 
selves as  proper  places. 

To  be  sure,  this  would  not  bring  into  the 
state  depository  all  the  works  relating  to  the 
state  ;  but  it  would  bring  very  many  of  them, 


and  especially  those  copyrighted  works  that 
are  now  most  difficult  or  impossible  to  get. 
Though  it  would  be  difficult  to  enforce,  and  it 
is  beyond  the  scope  of  national  legislation,  it 
would  not  be  unreasonable  for  each  state  to 
require  to  be  placed  in  the  state  depository  a 
copy  of  every  uncopyrighted  book  and  pamph- 
let, together  with  representative  newspapers 
and  periodicals. 

When  the  intellectual  needs  of  the  country 
will  demand  more  than  the  one  additional  de- 
pository for  the  works  of  each  state  (a  time 
that  is  sure  to  come,  if  it  is  not  already  here), 
Congress  can  designate  libraries  in  certain 
cities  to  receive  all  the  works  protected  by  the 
copyright  law,  thereby  duplicating  the  collec- 
tion at  Washington.  Such  additional  deposi- 
tories should  be  selected  with  special  reference 
to  geographical  location.  Depositories  in 
Chicago,  New  Orleans,  Denver,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, in  addition  to  the  one  now  at  Washington, 
would  meet  the  needs  of  many  generations  of 
students.  With  depositories  for  the  state 
collections  and  national  depositories  in  the 
cities  mentioned,  seven  copies  of  every  book 
would  be  needed,  which,  in  proportion  to  the 
present  population,  is  three  less  than  the  num- 
ber required  by  the  British  copyright  law. 
Even  the  little  country  of  Portugal  requires  six 
copies. 

Of  the  advantages  of  these  additional  deposi- 
tories to  the  whole  people,  but  more  especially 
and  directly  to  the  students  and  authors  of 
future  generations,  there  can  be  no  doubt ; 
and  these  advantages  would  increase  every 
year.  In  some  instances  the  demand  for  such 
extra  copies  would  be  a  burden  to  the  owner 
of  the  copyright  or  the  publisher,  as  is  the  pres- 
ent law ;  in  others,  it  would  be  a  positive 
gain ;  and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  a 
matter  of  little  or  no  consequence. 

The  details  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the 
plan  here  outlined  are  not  at  all  difficult ;  and 
they  will  no  doubt  suggest  themselves  at  once 
to  those  who  would  have  its  execution  in 
charge.  At  all  events,  they  should  frighten  no 
one.  That  a  number  of  European  countries 
have  several  depositories,  and,  also,  that  the 
Bodleian  Library  received  through  the  copy- 
right law  nearly  forty  thousand  volumes  in  a 
single  year,  are  facts  that  show  that  the  plan 
is  entirely  feasible. 
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DENVER    CONFERENCE. 


BEST    METHOD    OF    CHANGING    A  SUBSCRIPTION   LIBRARY 
TO    A    FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


BY  c.  w.  MCCLINTOCK,  OIL  CITY,  PA. 


'"PHIS  question,   remaining  unanswered  at 
Lake  Placid,  is  a  very  important  and  far- 
reaching  one. 

The  most  usual  methods  are,  by  endowment, 
and  by  government  aid.  By  the  first,  most  of 
the  large  libraries  have  been  built  up  and  sus- 
tained. By  the  second,  the  admirable  system 
of  the  State  of  New  York  inaugurated. 

The  latter  is,  in  my  judgment,  by  far  the 
better  way,  practically  ;  because  the  important 
point  of  selection  of  books  is  under  the  control 
of  men  and  women  amply  competent,  intel- 
lectually. 

The  endowment  plan  ensures  a  vast  aggre- 
gation of  books,  but  has  one  great  drawback, 
viz. :  that  while  the  trustees,  as  usually  chosen, 
are  men  of  integrity  and  high  standing  in  their 
respective  communities,  they  are  apt  to  be 
retired  merchants,  doctors,  etc.  ;  all  very  esti- 
mable gentlemen,  but  considerably  fossilized  ; 
believing  their  duty  done  when  the  funds 
intrusted  to  their  care  are  safely  invested,  and 
they  have  appointed  a  buying  committee, 
whose  selections  of  books  are  not  as  carefully 
looked  after  as  the  cent  per  cent.  Hence  the 
mass  of  trash  supplied  at  the  call  of  a  volatile 
public,  who  would  be  vastly  better  off  without 
such  mind-diseasers  as  Dodo,  The  Quick  or 
the  Dead,  Green  Carnation,  Heavenly  Twins, 
et  id  genus  omne. 

Neither  of  these  plans  is  the  thing  for  sub- 
scription libraries  in  the  smaller  towns  and 
cities.  Having  given  this  subject  much 
thought,  I  find  the  difficulties  in  the  way  al- 
most insurmountable. 

Within  my  knowledge,  efforts  have  been 
made  to  interest  a  sufficient  number  of  gentle- 
men to  pledge  a  certain  sum  annually  for  a 
period  of  years,  the  total  to  be  ample  to  pay 
expenses  and  purchase  the  necessary  books. 
This  was  really  what  might  be  termed  tem- 
porary endowment.  The  result  was  a  failure, 
for,  as  librarians  well  know,  the  men  of  most 
small  communities  are  not  patrons  of  libraries, 
and  I  believe  this  evil  prevails  to  some  extent 
even  in  large  cities. 


It  was  then  thought  the  desired  end  might 
be  reached  by  public  entertainments,  lectures, 
etc.  This  proved  to  be  a  very  slight  help 
towards  the  maintenance  of  a  library.  Again: 
contributions  were  solicited  and  well  responded 
to  ;  but  a  very  short  time  showed  this  method 
to  be  but  a  broken  reed.  Direct  taxation  was 
then  considered  and  a  canvass  made  of  the 
voting  population,  to  find  nothing  could  be 
done  in  that  way,  for  the  average  man  is  much 
more  sensitive  as  to  pocket  than  mind. 

Owing  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  people 
of  our  Commonwealth  it  was  found  impossible 
to  secure  such  legislation  as  that  of  the  Empire 
State,  because  Pennsylvania  is  a  granger  state 
in  the  most  catholic  sense  of  the  word  ;  and 
the  jealousy  of  the  farmer  for  expected 
aggressions  of  the  larger  towns  and  cities 
stopped  any  action  of  this  kind. 

After  these  various  experiments  had  been 
tried  and  found  wanting,  it  was  thought  the 
end  could  be  reached  by  subsidizing  the  com- 
mon schools,  making  an  appropriation  for 
them  exclusively.  It  was  expected  this  plan 
would  not  be  opposed  by  the  farmers.  Such 
proved  to  be  the  fact.  An  act  was  passed  by 
the  last  legislature  giving  the  schools  the 
requisite  assistance  in  establishing  and  carry- 
ing on  free  libraries. 

We  all  know  that  the  rural  mind,  although 
slow,  is  generally  free  from  the  taints  received 
from  contact  with  large  city  life,  and  there- 
fore a  sturdy,  honest,  God-fearing  people  is 
found  in  isolated  communities.  While  few  of 
these  men  and  women  are  possessed  of  a  com- 
plete education,  there  is  little  doubt  that  in 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  law,  made 
especially  for  their  benefit,  they  will  see  to  it 
that  the  rocket-stick  kind  of  literature,  so 
freely  issued,  will  be  rigidly  excluded.  As 
yet  this  plan  is  but  an  experiment,  which  I 
believe  will  ultimately  settle  this  important 
matter  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

These  libraries,  established  under  this  act, 
will  ultimately  absorb  the  struggling  subscrip- 
tion institutions  and,  being  under  the  manage- 
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ment  of  persons  intellectually  and  morally 
competent,  the  consolidation  will  ensure  to 
old  and  young  that  comprehensive  and  ex- 
tended education  so  necessary  at  present. 
Modifications  and  improvements  may  be  found 
important,  but  the  finality  will  give  us  a  sys- 
tem even  better  than  the  traveling  libraries  of 
New  York. 

It  seems  to  me  that  legislation  to  this  end 
must  be  varied  and  such  as  is  needed  in  each 
of  the  states,  respectively.  It  is  very  clear,  by 


our  experience,  that  a  law  covering  the  ground 
and  adapted  to  the  state  of  New  York  would 
not  do  for  Pennsylvania  ;  and  one  good  for  us 
might  be  found  useless  in  Virginia,  or  Texas. 

The  A.  L.  A.  has  an  extensive  and  untilled 
field  of  enormous  possibilities,  right  here  ;  and 
the  practical  knowledge  of  its  members  will 
surely  enable  it  to  point  out  the  best  method 
or  methods  to  be  pursued,  by  each  and  all  of 
the  sisterhood  of  states  of  the  American 
Union. 


THE    PROCEEDINGS. 


DENVER  AND  COLORADO  SPRINGS,  AUGUST  13-16,  AND  21,  1895. 


FIRST  SESSION. 

(CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE,  TUESDAY  MORNING, 
AUGUST  13.) 

President  H.  M.  UTLEY  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  11.30  A.  M. 

C:  R.  DUDLEY,  librarian  of  the  City  Library, 
introduced  Hon.  T :  S.  McMuRRAY,  mayor  of 
Denver,  who  made  an  address  of  welcome. 

President  UTLEY,  on  behalf  of  the  Associa- 
tion, made  response  of  thanks  to  the  mayor  for 
his  cordial  welcome  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Dudley  stated  that  Hon.  PLATT  ROGERS, 
ex-mayor  of  Denver  and  one  of  the  City  Library 
Committee,  had  been  expected  to  be  present  to 
address  this  meeting,  but  was  unavoidably 
absent  from  the  city  on  important  business. 

President  UTLEY  made  announcement  that 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  Assistant  Recorder,  the  executive  board 
had  appointed  for  this  Conference,  C :  Alex. 
Nelson  as  acting  Secretary  ;  E.  H.  Anderson  as 
acting  Treasurer ;  and  F  :  W.  Faxon  as  acting 
Assistant  Recorder. 

All  members  of  the  finance  committee  being 
absent,  also,  the  President  appointed  A.  E. 
Whitaker,  D.  A.  Campbell,  and  Caroline  H. 
Garland,  to  act  as  such  committee. 

The  following  other  committees  were  an- 
nounced : 

Resolutions.— -F :'  M.  Crunden,  W  :  H.  Brett, 
Agnes  Van  Valkenburg. 

Place  of  next  meeting. — W:  R.  Eastman, 
Caroline  M.  Hewins,  H.  L-  Elmendorf. 


The  President  requested  that  those  members 
who  had  invitations  to  present  or  suggestions 
to  make  regarding  the  place  of  next  meeting 
confer  with  that  committee. 
CONSIDERATION  OF  REPORT  OF  LAST  MEETING. 

Voted. — That  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
Conference,  as  printed,  be  approved. 

PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 
was  then  read. 

(Seep.  /.) 

SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Verbal  statement  was  made  that  owing  to  ill- 
ness in  the  early  part  of  the  year  Secretary 
HILL  was  obliged  to  tender  his  resignation  to 
the  executive  board.  At  the  request  of  the 
President,  however,  that  fact  was  withheld  from 
publication,  and  the  Secretary  undertook  to 
supervise  preliminaries  and  preparations  for 
the  Denver  Conference,  provided  some  one  else 
would  attend  to  the  details. 

C  :  Alex.  Nelson,  upon  urgent  request,  kindly 
agreed  to  take  charge  as  acting  Secretary ;  and 
the  duties  of  office  have  been  faithfully  attended 
to  by  Mr.  Nelson,  both  before  and  including 
this  Conference.  Under  the  circumstances, 
neither  Mr.  Hill  nor  Mr.  Nelson  could  well 
prepare  a  formal  report  for  consideration  of  the 
Association. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  a  summary 
was  read  by  Sec'y  Nelson.  The  full  report, 
with  its  vouchers,  was  referred  to  the  finance 
committee  of  the  present  meeting  for  audit. 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 
GEORGE  WATSON  COLE,   Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

1894.  DR. 

Sept.  12.  To  balance  reported  (Lake  Placid  Conference,  p.  in) $  964.10 

Sept.  12,  1894,  to  July  31,  1895: 

To  fees  for  452  Annual   Memberships  at  $2.00  each : 

For  1891,       i  $    2.00 

For  1892,       I  2.00 

For  1893,      6  12. oo 

For  1894,     78  156.00 

For  1895,  364  728.00 

For  1896,       2  4.00 

To  fees  for  19  Annual  Fellowships,  at  $5.00  each  :                                               $  904.00 

For  1894,      i  $  5.00 

For  1895,    18  90.00 

To  fees  for  28  Library  Memberships,  at  $5.00  each:                                             $  95-<>o 

For  1894,    2  $  lo.oo 

For  1895,26  130.00 

$  140.00 

To  life  membership  of  Norman  Williams,  Esq. 25.00 

To  sale  of  President  Larned's  address, i.oo 

To  interest  on  deposit,  Sept.  13,  1894,  to  Aug.  i,  1895, 15.44 

, 

1894.  CR. 

Sept.   15.  By  Frank  Boland ;  railroad  ticket  from  Albany  to  Lake  Placid  and  return $  9.00 

Sept.  21.  By  W.  H.  Conklin  ;  typewriting  at  Lake  Placid  Conference, ...  5.69 

Sept.  21.  By  Great  N.  W.  Tel.  Co. ;  telegraph  charges  at  Lake  Placid, 214 

Sept.  21.  By  Allen,  Todd &  Irons;  printing  ballots, 3.25 

Sept.  21.  By  Lake  Placid  Hotel  Co. ;  Frank  T.  Boland's  board  during  Conference, 16.13 

Oct.      i.  By  Library  Bureau  ;  index  cards, 1.60 

Oct.    12.  By  Joseph  N.  Coue ;  badges,  12.00 

Oct.     17.  By  Frank  T.  Boland  ;  services  as  stenographer  at  Lake  Placid, 41.10 

Oct.     17.  By  Grover  Brothers  ;  letter  circulars, 11.50 

Oct.     17.  By  William  Stetson  Merrill;  postage, i.oo 

Oct.    18.  By  Langford  &  Thompson ;  typewriting  Treasurer's  report, 2 .00 

Oct.    22.  By  Citizen  Newspaper  Co.  ;  stamped  envelopes,  etc.,  (Secretary,) 12.00 

Oct-    22.  By  John  E.  Rowe  &  Son  ;  printing,. 22.00 

Oct.    31.  By  Frank  P.  Hill  ;  expense  of  Secretary's  office, 49-l3 

Nov.     7.  By  Library  Bureau  ;  Stationary  for  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 8.66 

Nov.  20.  By  Ditto  for  Recorder 1.32 

Nov.  20.  By  Frank  T.  Boland,  transcripts  of  Lake  Placid  proceedings, 79-9° 

Dec.    28.  By  Library  Bureau;  stationery  for  President, '. 2.78 

Dec.   28.  By  John  E.  Rowe  &  Son  ;  printing  and  expressage 4.45 

1895. 

Feb.    21.  By  stamped  envelopes  and  postage-stamps  for  Treasurer 26.00 

Feb.   28.  By  M.  R.  Walter;  printing  papers  of  Lake  Placid  Conference, 299.92 

Mar.     i.  By  Weed-Parsons  Printing  Co.  ;  printing  circulars  L.  P.  Conference, 13.00 

Mar.     i.  By  A.  J.  Doan  ;  printing  stamped  envelopes  and  billheads  for  Treasurer 5.75 

Mar.   16.  By  Publishers' Weekly  ;  printing  and  mailing  Proceedings, 342-93 

April    8.  By  Emil  A.  Noltemyer;  clerical"work  for  Treasurer, 6.13 

April  27.  By  Publishers'  Weekly  ;  printing  circulars  for  Public  Documents  Committee,..  9.75 
May      i.  By  E.  C.  Hovey,  Treasurer  Endowment  Fund;  Norman  Williams  Life  Mem- 
bership transferred, 25.00 

June      i.  By  A.  J.  Doan  ;  printing  circular  letters  for  Treasurer 1.75 

June     i.  By  John  S.  McAneny  ;  clerical  work  for  Treasurer, 3.35 

June'1:i5.  By  Publishers' Weekly  ;  mailing  circulars  for  Denver  Conference, 8.00 

July    30.  By  Discount  on  cheque  of  James  Yates, .21 

July    30.  By  Error  in  crediting  James  Yates  with  membership  fee  for  1896, 2.00 

July    31.  By  Kay  Printing  Co. ;  printing  pamphlets  for  Denver  Conference,... c. 6.25 

Aggregate  payments, $1,035,69 

Aug.     i.  Balance  on  deposit  with  the  New  Jersey  Title  Guarantee  &  Trust  Co. , 1,108.85 

$2^44^54 
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The  present  status  of  membership  (Aug.  i, 
1895)  is  as  follows : 
Honorary  Member  ( Dr.  Henry  Barnard)     i 

Life  Fellows 2 

Life  Members 28 

Annual  Fellows  (paid  for  1895) 18 

Annual  Members  (paid  for  1895) 364 

Library  Members  (paid  for  1895) 26 

Total, 439 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  the 
following   changes    have  taken  place  in  the 
membership  of  the  Association  : 
ADDITIONS  : 

New  Members 73 

New  Life  Members i 

DEDUCTIONS  : 

Members  become  Life  Members i 

Removed  by  death 6 

Resignations 33 

Your  Treasurer  sent  out  reminders  to  mem- 
bers about  the  ist  of  April  and  again  about 
June  ist  to  those  who  had  not  heeded  the  first 
request  for  the  payment  of  dues.  His  books 
show  the  following  as  yet  unpaid : 

19  Annual  Memberships  for  1893, 
48  Annual  Memberships  for  1894, 
144  Annual  Memberships  for  1895, 
3  Annual  Fellowships  for  1895, 
i  Library  Membership  for  1894, 
i  Library  Membership  for  1895, 
representing  a  total  of  $447  still  due.     Quite  a 
large  percentage  of  this  amount  cannot  be  col- 
lected except  by  persistent  dunning.     I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  those  whose  dues  have  been 
running  for  some  time,  say  for  two  or  three 
years,  should  be  dropped  from  the  list,  as  their 
retention  is  only  a  matter  expense  to  the  Asso- 
ciation.    It   would    seem  as   if   some    action 
should  be  taken  by  the  Association  in  order  to 
rid  its  membership  roll  of  those  whose  interest 
has  seemed  to  lapse. 

By  reference  to  the  financial  statement  above 
submitted  it  will  be  seen  that  the  balance  of 
$964.10,  reported  at  the  Lake  Placid  Confer- 
ence has  been  a  little  more  than  spent  in  the 
interval  following,  the  total  expenditures  hav- 
ing been  $1,035.69.  As  suggested  in  my  last 
report,  I  think  the  Association  should  adopt 
the  policy  of  living  within  its  income,  which  at 
present  seems  certainly  adequate  for  all  reason- 
able expenses.  The  past  history  of  the  Asso- 
ciation strongly  appeals  for  the  adoption  of 
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such  a  policy,  which  should  be  rigidly  adhered 
to. 

None  of  the  papers  and  proceedings  of  past 
Conferences  have  been  sold  during  the  year. 
Several  members  have  reported  the  loss  of 
copies  in  the  mails.  In  all  such  cases  the 
losses  have  been  made  good. 

There  are  now  on  hand  the  following  publi- 
cations : 

4  copies  of  Milwaukee  Conference  (1886). 
36      "       "  Thousand       Islands     Conference 

(1889.) 

79      "       "St.  Louis  Conference  (1880). 
21      "       "  White      Mountains     Conference 

(1890). 

25      "       "  San  Francisco  Conference  (1891). 
7      "       "  Lakewood  Conference  (1892). 
78      "       "  Lake  Placid  Conference  (1894). 
900      "      "  PresidentLarned'sAddress(i894). 

NECROW>GY. 

I.  Miss  ALMIRA  LEACH  HAYWARD  (A.  L.  A., 
No.  102,  1877),  librarian  of  the  Public  Library 
in  Cambridge,  Mass., died  Oct.  nth,  1894,  from 
a  fall  in  the  library  building.  She  was  arrang- 
ing reference  books  in  the  reading-room,  adja- 
cent to  the  new  children's  room,  and  after 
placing  a  book  upon  the  upper  shelf,  stepped 
down  and  out  backward  into  a  temporarily  un- 
covered opening  in  the  floor,  and  fell  to  the 
basement  below.  Death  was  almost  instanta- 
neous. 

Miss  Hayward  was  a  graduate  of  Wheaton 
Seminary,  and  in  early  life  taught  school 
in  Cambridge,  in  Lookout  Mountain,  Tenn., 
and  in  the  Normal  School  at  Providence,  R.  I. 
In  June,  1874,  she  was  elected  city  librarian  of 
the  Cambridge  Athenaeum,  or  Dana  Library, 
being  then  opened  to  the  public,  although  it 
was  not  formally  designated  as  the  Cambridge 
Public  Library  until  1879.  At  this  time  it  was 
housed  in  the  second  floor  of  Masonic  Hall  in 
Cambridgeport.  Here  it  remained  cramped 
though  small,  despite  many  appeals  from  the 
librarian,  until  the  munificence  of  Mr.  Rindge 
provided  for  it  a  handsome  stone  building  in  a 
pleasant  and  convenient  situation. 

The  library  was  opened  in  its  new  quarters  in 
August,  1889,  and  from  that  time  grew  rapidly 
in  size  and  usefulness,  and  took  an  entirely 
new  position  in  the  community.  This  was  in 
large  measure  the  result  of  the  respect  and 
affection  inspired  by  Miss  Hayward,  whose 
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wide  sympathies,  refined  taste,  and  literary  and 
artistic  enthusiasm  lent  an  added  dignity  to 
her  occupation.  She  was  conservative  by  na- 
ture, but  if  she  did  not  welcome  all  new  ideas, 
she  carried  them  into  execution,  when  adopted, 
with  as  much  zeal  as  though  she  had  desired 
them.  Thus,  when  the  library  was  opened  on 
Sunday,  a  step  which  she  had  opposed  and 
always  regretted,  she  declined  relief  from  duty 
on  that  day,  saying:  "I  wish  always  to  be 
there  myself.  I  don't  know  but  that  I  might 
as  well  do  Sunday-school  work  in  that  way  as 
another." 

She  wrote  occasionally,  and  a  poem  written 
by  her  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Phillips 
Brooks  was  read  at  her  funeral. 

She  was  a  member  of  "Cantabrigia,"  and 
Secretary  of  the  "Cambridge  Art  Circle,"  a 
member  and  ex-vice-president  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Library  Club,  and  a  member  of  the 
American  Library  Association,  having  returned 
from  the  Lake  Placid  Conference,  but  a  short 
time  before  her  death. 

—(William  H.  Tillinghast.} 

II.  MRS.  E.  C.  MARBLE  (A.  L.  A.,  No.  930, 
1891)  was  born  in  Fall  River  Mass.,  Aug.  9, 
1825.     Her  maiden   name  was  Wrightington. 
She  married  Capt.  John  Marble,  with  whom  she 
traveled  extensively,  as  he  was  captain   of  a 
whaling  vessel.     During  her  voyages  she  visited 
many  places  of  interest  and  made  a  valuable 
collection  of  curiosities.     She  died  of  valvular 
disease  of  the  heart,  Dec.  26,  1894,  while  mak- 
ing a  third    visit    to   California.     She  was  a 
woman  with  many  friends  and  will  be  much 
missed. 

III.  NORMAN  CARDIGAN  PERKINS  (A.  L.  A., 
No.  612,  1887),  assistant  librarian  of  the  Detroit 
Public  Library,  died  at  Grace  Hospital  in  that 
city,  March  20,  1895,  after  an  illness  of  three 
months,   of  gangrene,  originating  in  a  slight 
injury  to  the  foot.     He  was  born   in   Pomfret, 
Vt.,  April  17,  1832.     He  was  graduated  from 
Yale  college  as  class  poet  in  1857.     He  studied 
law  and  entered  upon  its  practice  in  Chicago, 
where    he    was    successful    for    many    years. 
Financial    reverses,   however,   overtook    him. 
His  predilection  had  always  been  a  literary 
one,  and  he  abandoned  the  law  for  journalism. 
In  August,  1881,  he  became  an  editorial  writer 
on  the  Detroit  Tribune,  and  in  March,  1886, 
he  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  librarian 


in  the  Public  Library.  He  joined  the  A.  L.  A. 
in  1885,  and  at  the  Thousand  Islands  Confer- 
ence read  a  paper  on  binding  periodicals.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  companionable 
of  men,  and  his  friendships  were  of  the  warm- 
est. His  mind  was  of  a  remarkable  fineness 
of  fiber  and  sensibility  to  the  intrinsic  beauty 
of  things,  and  was  richly  stored  by  a  lifetime 
of  judicious  and  loving  contact  with  books. 
— (H.  M.  Uttey.} 

IV.  REUBEN  BROOKS  POOI<E    (life  member, 
A.  L.  A.,  No.  36,  1876),  librarian  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  New  York  city, 
died  April  6,  1895,  from  heart  disease,  follow- 
ing an  attack  of  the  grip,  by  which  he  had  been 
confined  to  his  home  only  a  few  days.     He  was 
born  in  Rockport,  Mass.,  in   1834,  and  was  a 
son   of  Nathaniel   Poole,  a  farmer.     His  boy- 
hood was  spent  on  his  father's  farm.     He  was 
educated  in  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover,  and 
at  Brown  University,  being  a  graduate  from 
the  latter  institution  in  1857.     He  was  after- 
ward, for  one  year,  teacher  of  the  Rockport 
High  School.     During  the  Rebellion  he  taught 
in    the    Philadelphia    House    of   Refuge.     In 
January,  1864,  he  became  the  librarian  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in  which  he  rendered  over  thirty 
years  of  continuous  and  efficient  service. 

Mr.  Poole  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Broadway  Tabernacle  and  was  particularly  in- 
terested in  promoting  the  growth  and  welfare 
of  the  Chinese  Sunday-school  sustained  by  that 
church.  Recently  he  was  elected  as  president 
of  the  New  York  State  Library  Association. 
He  was  of  quiet  tastes,  unassuming  manners, 
profoundly  interested  in  all  religious  matters, 
and  active  and  alert  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  interests  of  the  organization  he  had 
served  so  long  and  well.  He  had  made  a  spe- 
cial study  of  old  Bible  manuscripts,  and  wrote 
many  magazine  articles  ou  that  and  other  re- 
ligious topics. 

One  of  the  early  and  original  members  of  the 
A.  L-  A. ,  joining  at  the  first  meeting  in  Philadel- 
phia, he  continued  one  of  its  active  supporters 
and  workers  who  seldem  failed  to  be  present 
at  its  various  conferences.  Many  papers  of  his 
appear  in  its  successive  Reports  and  the  Library 
Journal,  as  well  as  timely  and  wise  remarks  in 
the  current  Proceedings. 

V.  JOHN    FLETCHER   WIM.IAMS    (A.  L.  A., 
No.  977,  1892),  ex-librarian  of  the  Minnesota 
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Historical  Society,  died  at  Rochester,  Minn., 
April  29,  1895.  Mr.  Williams  was  born  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  25,  1834.  He  attended 
Woodward  College  in  that  city  and  subse- 
quently the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the 
Scientific  Department  in  1852.  Three  years 
later  he  removed  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in 
St.  Paul,  where  he  remained  until  just  before 
his  death.  Soon  after  settling  there  he  engaged 
in  newspaper  work.  He  continued  in  the 
profession  of  journalism  with  much  success  for 
twelve  years. 

In  1867  Mr.  Williams  was  elected  secretary  and 
librarian  of  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society, 
a  position  with  which  his  historical  and  anti- 
quarian tastes  were  directly  in  harmony.  In 
1869  he  withdrew  from  newspaper  work  alto- 
gether in  order  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the 
service  of  the  Society.  He  was  busily  engaged 
in  this  work  until  the  summer  of  1893,  when 
his  health  failed. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  duties  as  secretary 
and  librarian,  Mr.  Williams  edited  the  collec- 
tions of  the  Society  and  wrote  and  published  a 
"  History  of  the  City  of  St.  Paul  and  County  of 
Ramsey."  He  also  wrote  a  number  of  papers 
for  the  Society,  biographical  sketches  of  old 
settlers  and  public  men,  and  collected  a  large 
mass  of  manuscript  and  printed  material  for 
the  history  of  the  state  and  its  people,  which 
will  probably  prove  of  the  greatest  value  in  the 
future.  The  historical  societies  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia,  Rhode  Island,  Maine,  Buffalo, 
Montana,  and  the  Northwestern  Historic- 
Genealogical  Society  conferred  upon  him 
diplomas  of  corresponding  membership. 

VI.  ECKLEY  B.  CoxK  (life  member,  A.  I/.  A., 
No.  167,  1878),  of  Drifton,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa., 
died  May  3,  1895.  Mr.  Coxe  was  born  in  Phil- 
adelphia on  the  4th  of  June,  1839.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  1858,  and  completed  a  scientific  course  of 
study  in  Europe,  having  spent  two  years  in 
Paris  and  a  year  in  the  mining  school  of  Frei- 
burg, in  Saxony.  He  occupied  two  years  in 
visiting  and  studying  the  mines  of  Great  Britain 
and  Continental  Europe,  and  then  began,  with 
his  brothers,  the  business  of  mining  anthracite 
coal  in  the  Lehigh  region,  upon  property  be- 
longing to  his  family  and  inherited  from  his 
grandfather,  Tench  Coxe. 


He  was  well  known  throughout  the  United 
States  for  his  practical  and  scientific  knowledge 
of  mining.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers, 
and  an  active  member  both  of  the  Institute  of 
Mechanical  Engineers  and  of  the  American 
Society  of  Coal  Engineers,  and  frequently  lec- 
tured on  scientific  subjects.  In  1872  he  pub- 
lished a  translation  of '  Weisbach's  Mechanics. ' ' 

VII.  CHARLES  AUGUSTUS  WHEELOCK  (A.  L. 
A.,  No.  392,  1880),  of  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  died 
May  21,  1895.  He  was  born  in  that  town  in 
February,  1812,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  town.  He  was  of  a  mechanical 
turn  of  mind,  and  was  at  an  early  age  em- 
ployed in  his  father's  mill,  where  he  became 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  business.  He 
began  as  a  manufacturer  in  1834  and  continued 
in  business  until  February,  1890,  when  after  an 
honorable  and  highly  successful  business  career 
of  fifty  years  he  retired  to  private  life. 

He  took  a  very  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  town  as  a  member  of  the  school  committee 
and  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  public 
library,  and  filled  many  other  places  of  honor 
and  trust,  including  two  terms  as  state  senator. 

All  of  w.hich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  WATSON  COLE,  Treasurer. 

JERSEY  CITY,  N.J.,  August  i,  1895. 

On  motion  of  J.  N.  WING  it  was 

Voted. — That  the  treasurer  be  instructed  to 
send  to  other  active  members  in  good  standing 
residing  in  the  same  places,  the  names  of  those 
who  are  in  arrears  for  dues  (with  a  statement  of 
the  time  and  amounts),  requesting  a  personal 
interview  and  solicitation,  and  report  thereon  - 
believing  that  such  measures  would  result  in  ob- 
taining many  of  the  amounts  outstanding  or 
else  aid  the  treasurer  in  clearing  the  accounts 
from  his  books. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ENDOW- 
MENT FUND 

was  not  received  in  time  for  presentation  at  this 
meeting,  but  came  to  hand  subsequently,  as  fol- 
lows : 
E.    C.    HOVEY,    Treasurer,  in  account   with 

A.  Li.  A.  ENDOWMENT  FUND. 
1894.                           DR. 
Sept.  To  balance $270.58 

To  cash  received,  viz.  : 

Interest  $262.00 

L,ife  memberships 50.00 

$582.58 
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1895.  CR. 

Aug.  By  amount  paid  for 

Rent  of  safe $  10.00 

By  balance 572.58 

fegg-jg 
E.  &  O.  E.     Aug.  19,  1895. 

E.  C.  HOVEY,  Treas. 

Financial    Condition. 

Invested  in  bond  and  mortgage $4,800.00 

Notes  of  Publishing  Section 650.00 

Cash  in  bank  572-58 

$6,022.58 


There  are  no  Liabilities. 


Sec'y  NEivSON  read  the 


E.  C.  HOVEY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  finance  committee  congratulates  the  As- 
sociation on  its  prosperous  condition,  as  shown 
by  the  report  of  the  treasurer.  Only  those  who 
have  served  in  this  position  can  realize  the 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  found  in  seeing  the 
little  sums  due  from  members  come  in,  day  by 
day,  until  they  reach  a  goodly  sum  ;  and,  at  the 
end,  secure  a  generous  balance  on  the  right  side. 
That  pleasure  and  satisfaction  we  would  all 
share  to-day. 

The  Association  has  to  its  credit  with  the 
treasurer  full  eleven  hundred  dollars,  or  more, 
and  there  are  no  outstanding  bills,  as  far  as 
known,  except  those  which  have  been  con- 
tracted in  connection  with  the  present  Confer- 
ence. This  is  thought  to  be  the  best  financial 
showing  ever  made  by  the  Association. 

The  chief  expense  for  the  year  has  been  in- 
curred for  the  printing  of  the  Papers  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Lake  Placid  Conference.  These 
are  minute,  filling  a  stout  volume  of  190  pages. 
Yet,  in  view  of  their  value,  the  committee  is 
not  disposed  to  suggest  greater  brevity  in  fu- 
ture. They  form  also  an  essential  part  of  the 
Library  Journal,  and,  in  this  form,  reach  a 
constantly  increasing  circle  of  readers,  who  ex- 
pect to  find  in  them  valuable  particulars  of  li- 
brary work. 

Authority  has  been  given  by  the  committee 
for  the  expenditures  of  the  year,  with  orders  on 
the  treasurer  for  their  payment,  as  required  by 
the  constitution  of  the  Association. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
JAMES  L.  WHITNEY, 
GARDNER  M.  JONES,  \-  Committee. 
A.  W.  WHEI*PI/EY, 


BY,) 
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REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — On  behalf  of  the  executive 
board  it  may  be  in  order  at  this  time  to  report 
that  at  the  Lake  Placid  Conference  last  year,  as 
those  of  you  who  were  present  will  remember, 
an  invitation  was  received  from  the  Library 
Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  hold  our 
meeting  in  1895  in  London  as  an  International 
Conference.  After  a  canvass  of  the  matter  a 
vote  was  had  which,  by  the  selection  of  Denver 
as  the  place  of  meeting  this  year,  practically 
resulted  in  decling  the  invitation.  Then  a 
resolution  was  passed  instructing  the  executive 
board,  in  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  invita- 
tion, to  arrange,  if  practicable,  for  some  future 
date  when  a  meeting  of  the  two  Associations 
could  be  held  in  London. 

Accordingly  a  letter  was  prepared  by  the 
executive  board  and  forwarded  to  the  secretary 
of  the  L-  A.  U.  K.,  setting  forth  this  statement ; 
and  to  it  a  reply  has  been  received,  dated  Lon- 
don, July  4,  1895,  which  I  will  read  : 

'  'As  the  time  draws  on  for  our  Annual  Meet- 
ing, which  begins  at  Cardiff  on  September  loth, 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  further  from  you  on 
the  subject  of  the  proposed  International  Con- 
ference, in  order  that  we  may  have  something 
definite  to  discuss  with  reference  to  it. 

"Speaking  for  myself,  I  should  think  1897 
would  be  the  best  year,  as  for  1896  our  Associa- 
tion is  already  pledged  to  accept  the  invitation 
of  the  Manchester  Corporation  ;  but  if  we 
could  agree  upon  1897  we  could  keep  it  open 
for  the  Conference. 

"You  will  not  misunderstand  me,  I  am  sure, 
if  I  say  that  the  matter  had  better  be  dropped 
altogether  unless  you  find  that  there  is  likely 
to  be  a  large  and  important  delegation  from 
your  side,  as  it  would  do  a  great  deal  more 
harm  than  good  to  call  it  an  International  Con- 
ference unless  it  were  truly  so  in  a  thorough 
fashion. 

"1897  has  another  advantage  in  that  it  is  the 
majority  year  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.,  and,  more- 
over, of  the  last  International  Conference  which 
gave  birth  to  our  Association." 

This  constitutes  the  report  of  the  executive 
board  upon  the  matter ;  and  perhaps  it  had 
better  go  to  a  committee  for  consideration,  in 
order  that  some  definite  conclusion  may  be 
reached  in  time  to  notify  our  brethren  on  the 
other  side  of  the  water  as  to  the  action  we  take. 
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Voted. — That  the  matter  of  an  International 
Conference  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
place  of  next  meeting. 

Pres.  UTI^EY.— The  only  other  matter  upon 
which  the  executive  board  had  to  report,  that 
has  not  yet  been  fully  presented,  is  the  matter 
of  the  amendment  to  the  constitution,  which 
has  been  formulated  and  printed  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  members  in  advance  of  this 
meeting.  This  proposed  amendment,  which 
the  board  was  instructed  to  prepare,  was  print- 
ed in  a  little  folder  and  sent  to  all  members ;  it 
is  also  given  in  the  Library  Journal,  20:246 
(July,  1895),  and  the  executive  board  has  noth- 
ing further  to  do  except  to  submit  it.  The  idea 
and  purpose  was  set  forth  in  the  vote  providing 
for  its  preparation  and  submission.  I  would 
suggest  that  it  might  well  go  over  to  miscella- 
neous business  for  a  more  suitable  time  to  take 
it  up  more  fully  and  properly. 

On  motion  it  was  so  ordered. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN  moved  that  the  amendment 
to  the  constitution  which  was  voted  last  year 
(Lake  Placid  Conf.  Report,  p.  126),  making  the 
recorder  a  member  of  the  executive  board  and 
an  elective  officer,  be  confirmed.  Voted. 

Sec'y  NElvSON  read  the 

REPORT  OF  THE    COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC    DOC- 
UMENTS. 

The  committee  has  the  pleasure  of  reporting 
that  the  public  documents  bill  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  report  of  the 'conference 
committee,  in  December,  1894,  and  became  law 
by  the  President's  approval  on  January  12, 

1895- 

The  bill  is  known  as  Public  Act  number  15, 
under  the  title:  "An  act  providing  for  the 
public  printing  and  binding  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  public  documents."  The  text  of  the  act, 
omitting  portions  that  were  not  of  interest  to 
libraries  and  tabulating  other  portions,  was 
given  in  the  Library  Journal  for  January,  1895. 
This  bill  is  a  modification  of  the  original  bill 
prepared  chiefly  under  the  direction  of  Senator 
Manderson,  chairman  of  the  joint  committee 
on  Printing,  in  1891 ;  in  which  year,  on  March 
3,  a  concurrent  resolution  was  passed,  author- 
izing that  committee  to  consider  and  present 
such  a  bill.  Senator  Manderson  is,  therefore, 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  being  the  legislative 
father  of  this  bill,  although  it  resulted  from 
public  and  congressional  agitation  for  some 


years  l>efore.  During  these  years  the  American 
Library  Association,  through  its  committee, 
has  given  steadfast  attention  to  the  matter,  and 
has  done  what  could  be  done  to  shape,  the  bill 
in  the  best  way  and  to  secure  its  passage.  For 
four  years  the  bill  was  tossed  to  and  fro  between 
the  two  houses  of  Congress,  passing  first  one 
and  then  in  modified  shape  the  other.  It  went 
last  through  the  Senate  under  the  auspices  of 
Senator  Gorman,  who  succeeded  Senator  Man- 
derson as  chairman  of  the  printing  committee, 
and  at  his  hands  unfortunately  suffered  many 
changes  for  political  purposes,  which  very 
nearly  proved  disastrous  to  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill  by  the  House. 

The  measure  is  so  comprehensive,  and  neces- 
sarily so  complicated,  that  it  is  impracticable 
to  summarize  it  briefly  or  to  do  other  than 
refer  members  of  the  Association  to  the  Act  it- 
self, or  to  the  reprint  of  its  essential  parts  in 
the  Library  Journal  for  January,  1895.  On 
comparison  with  the  scheme  for  the  proper 
handling  of  the  issues  of  public  documents, 
adopted  by  the  Association  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Conference  in  1891,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  bill  follows  closely  those  lines,  although  in 
several  important  respects  not  altogether  con- 
forming with  them.  The  bill  has  been  severely 
criticized  since  its  passage,  especially  in  Col. 
Lowdermilk's  monthly  Washington  Book 
Chronicle;  but  it  is,  on  the  whole,  probably  as 
satisfactory  a  first  step,  or  rather  stride,  as  can 
be  expected  in  a  measure  so  entangled  with  many 
complexities  and  perplexities,  bibliographical 
as  well  as  political.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
entire"  plan  of  printing  and  distributing  public 
documents  has  been  codified  and  centralized  by 
this  bill,  so  that  it  furnishes  a  satisfactory  basis 
for  amendment  in  the  future,  as  amendments 
may  prove  (i)  desirable  or  (2)  necessary. 

The  bill  owes  its  success,  perhaps  more  than 
to  any  one  person,  to  Dr.  John  G.  Ames,  of 
the  Interior  Department,  who,  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  has  been  its  persistent  advocate 
with  members  of  Congress,  at  considerable 
detriment  to  his  personal  popularity  among 
them.  His  knowledge,  experience,  and  skill 
in  the  handling  of  public  documents,  as  well  as 
his  unselfish  work  in  promoting  the  passage  of 
a  bill  which  legislated  him  out  of  office,  made 
him  the  natural  candidate  for  the  new  position 
of  Superintendent  of  Public  Documents.  Yotir 
committee,  therefore,  not  only  took  official  ac- 
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tion  in  favor  or  Dr.  Ames,  but  suggested  to 
librarians  throughout  the  country  individual 
letters  of  recommendation,  many  of  which 
reached  the  appointing  powers  at  Washington. 
Unfortunately  these  were  without  effect,  and 
the  administration,  which  had  previously  sacri- 
ficed (in  asking  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Sturte- 
vaut,  of  the  Treasury  Department)  the  most 
capable  custodian  of  public  documents  in  that 
division  of  the  Government,  put  Dr.  Ames' 
claim  aside,  and  the  Public  Printer  nominated 
an  ex-editor  from  his  own  state  of  New  York, 
who  had  been  without  experience  in  this  par- 
ticular field.  The  appointment  was  probably 
political,  but  the  choice  seems  otherwise  to 
have  been  a  good  one.  Mr.  F.  A.  Crandall, 
the  new  superintendent,  took  hold  with  vigor 
and  intelligence,  and  appointed  his  assistants 
on  grounds  of  fitness  only.  His  plan  is  to 
make  a  library  of  Government  publications  and 
then  to  catalogue  these  ;  he  has  appointed  as 
librarian  Miss  Adelaide  R.  Hasse,  late  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Public  Library,  and  given  to  her 
trained  library  assistants,  while  his  cataloger  is 
Mr.  J.  H.  Hickox  whose  cataloging  work  in 
this  field  is  well  known  to  the  profession.  He 
has  also  sought  the  advice  of  experts  through- 
out the  library  profession,  as  to  the  best  way  of 
handling  the  work. 

The  new  division  is  sadly  in  need  of  room  for 
its  work,  which  for  the  next  few  years,  while 
the  old  accumulations  of  documents  are  being 
sorted  and  distributed,  must  require  large 
room ;  the  Government  Printing  Office  is  al- 
ready overcrowded  and  overburdened,  and  it 
would  seem  as  though  the  facilities  of  the  new 
Library  of  Congress  building  should  be  put  at 
the  service  of  this  division. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  Dr.  Ames  will 
be  retained  in  the  Government  service  for  the 
present,  in  connection  with  his  former  work. 

In  regard  to  state  publications  there  has  been 
a  gratifying  increase  of  good  bibliographic 
record  in  several  states,  not  least  notable  in 
such  extremes  of  the  country  as  California  and 
Texas.  The  report  of  state  librarian  W.  D. 
Perkins,  for  1894,  includes  a  valuable  bibli- 
ography and  check-list  of  state  publications  of 
California  from  1850  to  July,  1894  ;  and  an- 
nouncement is  made  by  C.  W.  Raines,  acting 
state  librarian  of  Texas  from  1891-95,  of  a  bib- 
liography of  Texas,  which  will  include  a  com- 


plete collation  of  the  laws.  The  work  of  com- 
piling the  state  publications  appendix  for  the 
American  Catalogue,  July  i,  i89O-June  30, 1895, 
is  well  under  way  ;  material  has  been  received 
from  fifteen  states  and  territories,  and  promised 
from  seventeen  more.  No  response  has  been 
received  from  the  following  fourteen  :  Alabama, 
Arizona,  Colorado,  Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Louisiana,  Nevada,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Oregon,  West  Virginia,  and  Wyoming  ;  aud 
from  two  states  (Missouri  and  Rhode  Island) 
state  officials  have  declined  to  send  material  on 
the  ground  of  press  of  other  business.  It  will 
be  noted  that  the  Southern  states  are,  on  the 
whole,  more  backward  than  any  other  section 
in  this  work,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  not  only 
the  work  of  the  Association,  but  the  influence 
of  the  proposed  library  exhibit  at  the  Atlanta 
Exposition,  will  be  effective  in  increasing  ap- 
preciation of  bibliographic  work  at  the  South. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  within  the  past  year 
or  two  a  number  of  displacements  of  capable  and 
trained  state  librarians  have  occurred  for  politi- 
cal reasons,  affecting  some  members  of  the 
profession  whose  capability  and  good  work 
have  won  recognition  through  the  entire  library 
field  ;  it  might  be  advisable  for  the  American 
Library  Association  again  to  emphasize  its  view 
that  the  office  of  librarian  in  state  or  city  is 
distinctly  non-political,  and  that  the  tenure  of 
office  ought  not  to  be  affected  by  political  con- 
siderations. 

R.  R.  BOWKER,  Chairman. 

MEMORIAL  TO   DR.  W:  F.  POOLE. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — If  it  is  in  order  I  should 
like  to  ask  if  anything  has  been  done  about 
that  memorial  to  Dr.  Poole,  regarding  which  a 
resolution  was  offered  at  the  last  conference  ? 

Pres.  UTLEY. — I  had  a  letter  from  ex-presi- 
dent Lamed  in  August,  in  reference  to  the  mat- 
ter about  which  Mr.  Crunden  now  asks.  It  was 
my  understanding,  as  was  Mr.  Larned's,  and  I 
think  it  was  also  that  of  Dr.  Wire,  who  was  in- 
terested in  the  subject,  that  there  was  a  vote 
asking  the  president  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  plan  and  collect  the  necessary  sub- 
scriptions for  erecting  in  the  Newberry  Library 
a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Poole  ;  but  it 
appears  from  the  official  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings that  the  action  was  notlully  taken. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN.— If  the  vote  was  not  taken 
I  am  sure  that  it  was  simply  by  oversight  owing 
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to  the  absolute  unanimity  of  sentiment  regard- 
ing it.  Everybody  spoke  in  favor  of  it  and  we 
were  all  under  the  impression,  I  think,  that  the 
vote  was  taken.  It  may  have  been  simply  an 
oversight  in  not  putting  the  question.  If  it  is 
necessary  to  correct  that  omission,  I  now  move 
that  the  committee  contemplated  by  Mr.  Wing's 
original  motion  at  that  time  (Lake  Placid  Conf. 
Report,  p.  173 ),  be  appointed  by  our  president 
at  this  meeting.  Voted. 

At  a  subsequent  session  such  committee  was 
appointed,  viz. — F:  M.  Crunden,  W:  I.  Fletcher, 
G:  E.  Wire,  andj.  N.  Wing. 

MISCELLANEOUS    BUSINESS. 

Sec'y  NELSON  read  communications  from  the 
Board  of  Women  Managers  of  the  Atlanta  Ex- 
position, and  others,  extending  an  invitation  to 
members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  to  be  present  at  a  Con- 
gress of  Women  Librarians  to  be  held  at  the 
Woman's  Building,  November  29  and  30,  1895. 
Also  suggesting  a  possible  exhibit  of  the  A.  L-  A. 
library  of  1893  there  in  the  same  connection. 

Voted. — That  a  special  committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  and  report  during  the  present 
Conference. 

The  committee,  subsequently  named,  con- 
sisting of  Mary  E.  Ahern,  Katharine  L-  Sharp, 
and  E.  H.  Anderson,  reported  at  the  8th  ses- 
sion. 

Adjourned  at  1:15  P.  M. 

SECOND    SESSION. 

(CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE,  TUESDAY  AFTER- 
NOON, AUGUST  13.) 

President  UTLEY  called  the  meeting  to  order 
at  3:00  P.  M.,  and  announced  that  arrangements 
had  been  made  for  holding  the  evening  meet- 
ing of  this  date  at  the  Windsor  Hotel. 

The  President  then  read  two  letters  received 
by  the  Treasurer  in  April  from  Dr.  REUBEN  A. 
GUILD,  relative  to  his  proposed  withdrawal 
from  membership  in  the  A.  L.  A.  on  account  of 
advanced  years  and  not  being  now  in  current 
library  work.  Last  year,  upon  resigning  his 
position  as  librarian  of  Brown  University,  after 
a  continuous  service  of  forty-six  years,  he  was 
made  librarian  emeritus  of  that  institution. 

Dr.  Guild  was  one  of  the  active  participants 
in  that  notable  first  Librarians'  Convention  of 
1853,  and  in  the  organization  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  in 
1876.  In  other  respects  he  stands  to-day  as  one 


of  the  few  surviving  and  live  representatives  of 
the  early  and  formative  days  of  the  advanced 
library  movement  in  this  country. 

Sec'y  NELSON. —  I  move  that  all  surviving 
members  of  the  Librarians'  Convention  in  New 
York  City  in  the  year  1853,  be  made  honorary 
members  of  this  Association.  Voted. 

Miss  M.  E.  AHERN,  in  the  absence  of  Chair- 
man Thwaites,  read  the 

REPORT     OF   THE     COMMITTEE     ON     FOREIGN 
DOCUMENTS. 

At  the  Lake  Placid  Conference  in  September, 
1894,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

"  Whereas,  The  libraries  of  the  United  States 
find  it  difficult  to  procure  desirable  official  pub- 
lications of  foreign  governments,  owing  to  lack 
of  full  and  definite  information  in  regard  to 
them. 

"Resolved,  That  the  A.  L.  A.  request  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States  to  procure, 
if  possible,  through  the  accredited  agents  of 
the  diplomatic  service  abroad,  such  detailed 
information  as  shall  furnish  the  material  for  a 
list  of  the  official  publications  of  foreign  gov- 
ernments. 

'  'Also,  That  the  secretary  of  this  Association 
forward  a  copy  of  this  request  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  that  the  Bureau  of  Education  be 
requested  to  co-operate. 

"Also,  That  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial committee,  which,  in  the  event  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  acceding  to  this  request,  shall 
furnish  full  details  of  the  information  desired." 

Early  in  March  last,  I  received  official  noti- 
fication of  the  fact  that  the  following  committee 
had  been  appointed  by  the  president,  in  accord- 
ance with  said  resolution  :  R.  G.  Thwaites, 
Wisconsin  Historical  Society  ;  Miss  Mary  E. 
Ahern,  Indiana  State  Library  ;  andC.  H.  Gould, 
McGill  University,  Montreal.  Entering  at 
once  into  correspondence  with  my  fellow  mem- 
bers, I  learned  that  Miss  Ahern  had  been  re- 
moved, and  was  thus  temporarily  prevented 
from  devoting  any  attention  to  the  matter  of 
foreign  documents;  Mr.  Gould  has  been  ab- 
sent in  Europe,  the  entire  season,  but  notified 
me  before  leaving  that  he  had  set  on  foot  en- 
quiries which  would  result  in  "covering"  in 
detail  the  question  of  Canadian  documents, 
dominion  and  provincial. 

iu  March,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  I 
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wrote  to  Secretary  of  State  Gresham,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  A.  L.  A.  resolutions,  urging  him  to 
do  whatever  lay  in  his  power,  for  the  furtherance 
of  American  library  interests.  The  following 
replies  were  received  : 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  .\ 

WASHINGTON,  May  2, 1895.  j 

REUBEN  G.  THWAITES,  Chairman,  etc. 

SIR  : — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  March  23rd  last,  asking  this  De- 
partment to  secure,  if  possible,  through  our 
diplomatic  agents  abroad  such  detailed  informa- 
tion as  shall  furnish  the  material  for  a  list  of 
the  official  publications  of  foreign  governments, 
also  as  to  the  manner  of  their  distribution ,  and 
the  terms  upon  which  leading  American  libra- 
ries can  obtain  the  documents  by  exchange  or 
purchase. 

As  it  seemed  impossible  to  secure  the  in- 
formation desired  through  our  legations  in 
time  to  enable  you  to  report  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Association  in  Denver,  a  copy  of  your  let- 
ter was  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
which  is  the  medium  through  which  exchanges 
of  Government  publications  are  made  in  this 
country,  and  I  now  enclose  copy  of  the  reply 
received,  from  which  it  appears  that  Mr.  Lang- 
ley  can  suggest  no  direct  and  simple  method  of 
securing  the  information  desired. 

A  list  of  the  offices  with  which  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  corresponds  is  herewith 
transmitted. 

EDWIN  F.  UHI,,  Acting  Secretary. 

SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION,  \ 

WASHINGTON,  April  20,  1895.  / 

SIR  :  —  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  27th  of  March,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  request  made  by  Mr.  Reuben  G. 
Thwaites,  Chairman  of  the  American  Library 
Association  Committee  on  Foreign  Documents, 
in  regard  to  procuring  official  publications  of 
foreign  governments,  and  asking  to  be  advised 
to  what  extent  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is 
able  to  furnish  the  information  desired. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the 
Convention  between  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, Belgium,  Brazil,  Italy,  Portugal,  Servia, 
Spain,  Switzerland,  Argentine  Republic,  Uru- 
guay, and  Paraguay,  provides  for  the  sending  of 
a  complete  set  of  the  publications  of  these  gov- 
ernments to  the  Library  of  Congress.  A  full 


set  of  official  publications  is  also  received  from 
the  English,  and  Prussian  Governments,  and 
a  large  number  of  official  publications  are  re- 
ceived from  France.  All  these  are  received  in 
exchange  for  an  equally  exhaustive  set  of  the 
United  States  publications  sent  to  each  of  the 
contracting  Governments. 

Owing  to  a  peculiar  arrangement  of  publica- 
tion, the  government  bureaus  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
control  the  general  distribution  of  their  publi- 
cations to  any  great  extent,  but  arrangements 
are  made  by  some  of  them  with  firms,  like 
Eyre  and  Spottiswoode  in  England,  and  Leroux 
in  Paris,  to  whom  the  sale  of  these  publications 
is  committed.  If,  however,  the  libraries  in  this 
country  interested  in  procuring  these  publica- 
tions have  books  to  offer  in  exchange,  returns 
may  possibly  be  secured  by  addressing  separ- 
ately each  department  of  the  foreign  govern- 
ment. This  would  seem  to  be  possible  only  in 
the  case  of  the  State  libraries,  which  could  offer 
the  official  publications  of  the  different  States  in 
return  for  a  proportion  of  the  official  publica- 
tions of  the  various  governments,  and  to  the 
large  universities  which  have  publications  to 
offer  in  exchange. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  but  one  set  of  foreign 
publications  is  sent  to  this  country  in  exchange 
for  all  the  publications  of  the  United  States 
Government,  it  seems  unlikely  that  anything 
more  than  a  selection  of  foreign  publications 
would  be  sent  to  these  State  libraries  in  re- 
turn. 

The  proper  designation  of  the  foreign  gov- 
ernmental departments  may  be  found  in  the 
official  year-books  of  the  respective  countries, 
but  there  is  no  office,  as  a  rule,  designated  by 
governments  which  can  be  appealed  to  in  such 
a  matter.  If  desired,  I  can  furnish  a  list  of  the 
foreign  offices  with  which  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution is  in  communication  in  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March 
2,  1867,  for  exchanging  the  publications  of  the 
United  States  Government  for  similar  publica- 
tions of  foreign  governments. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that,  as  far 
as  I  understand  the  object  of  the  Library  Asso- 
ciation, I  can  suggest  no  direct  and  simple 
method  of  securing  the  information  desired. 
S.  P.  LANG-I.EY,  Secretary, 
The  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 

Washington,  JX  C. 
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List  of  Foreign  Governments  exchanging 
Official  Publications  with  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

Argentine  :  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  for  the 
Government  of  Argentine  Republic,  Buenos 
Aires. 

Austria :  K.  K.  Statistische  Central  Commission, 
Wien. 

Baden  :  Universitats  Bibliothek,  Freiburg. 

Bavaria :  Kouigliche  Bibliothek,  Miinchen. 

Belgium  :  Biblioth£que  Royale,  Bruxelles. 

Buenos  Aires  :  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  for 
the  Government  of  Buenos  Aires,  Buenos 
Aires. 

Brazil :  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Rio  Janeiro. 

Canada  :  Parliamentary  Library,  Ottawa. 

Canada  :  Legislative  Library,  Toronto. 

Chili:  Biblioteca  del  Congreso,  Santiago. 

Colombia :  National  Library,  Bogota. 

Denmark :  Kpnigliche  Bibliothek,  Copenhagen. 

England:  British  Museum,  London. 

France  :  Bureau  Francais  des  Echanges  Inter- 
nationaux,  Paris. 

Germany :  Reichstags-Bibliothek,  Berlin. 

Greece :  United  National  and  Universal  Library, 
Athens. 

Haiti :  Secretaire  d'Etat  des  R&atones  Ex- 
terieures,  Port-au-Prince. 

Hungary :  Prasidiuui  des  Koniglich-Ungaris- 
chen-Ministeriums,  Budapest. 

India :  The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of 
India,  Calcutta,  through  the  Director  Gen- 
eral of  Stores,  India  Office,  London. 

Italy :  Biblioteca  Nazionale  Vittorio  Emanuele, 
Roma. 

Japan  :  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Tokyo. 

Netherlands:  Library  of  the  States  General, 
The  Hague. 

New  South  Wales  :  Board  for  International 
Exchanges,  Sydney. 

New  Zealand :  Parliamentary  Library,  Welling- 
ton. 

Norway :  Departmentet  for  det  Indre,  Kristi- 
ania. 

Peru  :  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Lima. 

Portugal :  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Lisbon. 

Prussia  :  Konigliche  Bibliothek,  Berlin. 

Queensland  :  Parliamentary  Library,  Brisbane. 

Russia :  Commission  Russe  des  Echanges  In- 
ternationaux,  St.  Petersburg. 

Saxony  :  Konigliche  Bibliothek,  Dresden. 

South  Australia:  Parliamentary  Library,  Ade- 
laide. 

Spain  :  Ministerio  de  Fomento  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  Madrid.  (Through  the 
Spanish  Consul,  N.  Y.  City.) 

Sweden  :  Konigliche  Biblothek,  Stockholm. 

Switzerland :  Central  Library,  Berne. 

Tasmania  :  Parliamentary  Library,  Hobartou. 

Turkey :  Bibliotheque  Generale  Ottomaue, 
Constantinople. 

Uruguay :  Oficina  de  Depasito,  Reparto  y  Canje 
Internacional  de  Publicaciones,  Monte- 
vidio. 

Venezuela :  University  Library,  Caracas. 
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Victoria :   Public  Library,   Museum   and   Na- 
tional Gallery,  Melbourne. 
Wiirtemberg :    Konigliche     Bibliothek,   Stutt- 
gart. 

By  the  time  these  letters  were  received,  late 
in  May,  it  was  too  late  to  do  anything  further 
in  the  premises,  with  regard  to  European  coun- 
tries, in  the  hope  of  reaching  any  definite  con- 
clusions for  presentation  to  the  Association, 
the  present  year.  I  had  expected  that  the  Cana- 
dian sub-report  arranged  for  by  Mr.  Gould, 
would  reach  here  in  time  for  this  report,  but  it 
has  not  thus  far  been  received.  In  the  event  of 
its  arrival  during  the  coming  autumn,  it  will  be 
summarized  for  the  Library  Journal,  that  no 
time  may  be  lost  by  those  who  may  wish  to 
profit  by  the  information. 

The  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of- 
fers little  hope  for  any  but  State  or  large  Univer- 
sity libraries,  in  soliciting  foreign  governments 
for  official  publications  ;  but  there  are  many 
such  libraries  in  America,  and  to  these  it  will 
be  important  to  ascertain  exactly  upon  what 
footing  they  may  hope  to  stand  in  this  matter. 
To  this  end,  the  investigation  now  in  progress 
should  be  continued  by  the  Association,  and  an 
early  notification  of  appointment  sent  to  the 
members  of  the  committee  selected. 

Although  State  and  University  libraries  are 
chiefly  interested  in  this  matter,  other  libraries 
of  importance  will  find  that  in  some  lines  of 
reports — such  as  railways,  insurance,  etc. — 
courteous  requests  to  the  heads  of  bureaus 
will  generally  be  acceded  to ;  particularly  so,  if 
the  librarian  can  secure  the  friendly  offices  of 
the  resident  American  minister.  In  the  Wis- 
consin State  Historical  Library,  we  have  found 
that  France,  Germany,  Belgium,  Holland,  The 
Australian  provinces,  and.  Mexico  have  been 
the  most  generously  disposed.  In  regard  to 
English  documents,  I  think  most  American 
librarians  will  agree  that  the  case  is  hopeless, 
save  through  cash  subscription. 

In  general,  we  should  recognize  that  probably 
no  government  is  so  free  with  its  documents  as 
the  American. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

REUBEN  G.  THWAITES,  Chairman, 

The  President  stated  that  no  report  had  been 
received  from  the  committee  on  co-operation,  at 
this  time.  It  came  to  hand  during  the  gth 
session,  however,  was  read  by  title  and  ordered 
printed : 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CO-OPERATION. 

Your  attention  has  repeatedly  been  called  to 
the  necessity  in  the  case  of  this  committee  of 
having  the  members  in  the  same  city  or  neigh- 
borhood so  that  it  could  have  frequent  meet- 
ings for  discussion.  We  have  this  year  a 
mathematical  distribution  of  the  committee 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  seaboards, 
with  the  members  scattered  at  regular  intervals 
between.  The  expense  of  a  personal  meeting 
during  the  year  has,  therefore,  made  impossi- 
ble the  kind  of  report  that  proved  so  valuable 
in  the  early  years  of  the  Association,  when 
various  devices  were  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee for  careful  examination  and  trial,  and 
the  opinion  as  to  their  value  was  formulated 
and  printed.  The  chairman  would  be  usurping 
the  powers  of  the  committee  in  expressing  in- 
dividual judgment,  and  can  only  submit  some 
general  topics  that  may  be  suggestive  to  the 
committee  for  1896. 

The  most  important  co-operation  at  present 
is  that  resulting  from  the  organization  of  state 
and  local  associations.  In  all  their  work, 
divided  among  committees  and  individuals,  we 
have  simply  the  natural  result  to  be  expected 
from  the  efforts  begun  in  1876  to  secure  greater 
efficiency  among  libraries  by  co-operation. 

Attention  is  specially  called  to  the  plan  of  the 
Massachusetts  library  club  adopted  at  their 
Boston  meeting,  March  i,  1895,  to  undertake 
for  adults,  a  monthly  list  of  works  of  fiction, 
specially  suited  for  public  libraries.  The 
Library  Bureau  furnishes  from  its  books  used 
for  the  printed  catalog  cards  the  material  to  a 
committee  of  17,  divided  into  sub-committees 
of  three,  which  return  to  the  secretary  with 
recommendations  and  comments  the  books 
sent  them  for  examination.  Those  recom- 
mended by  every  one  of  the  three  members  are 
put  on  the  lists  to  be  printed  monthly  with  de- 
sirable annotations  and  sent  free  to  club  mem- 
bers and  to  others  paying  a  small  subscription. 
Mr.  G:  T.  Little,  who  has  done  excellent  work  in 
this  line,  supplied  the  club  with  copies  of  his 
last  list  of  100  books.  This  opens  a  field  for  a 
most  valuable  co-operation.  The  different  clubs 
now  becoming  so  numerous,  and  soon  to  re- 
present every  state  in  the  union,  could  ex- 
change their  publications  and,  still  better, 
could  co-operate  on  a  larger  scale  iu  preparing 
a  monthly  list  covering  not  only  fiction  but 


other  subjects,  and  for  national  instead  of  state 
use. 

In  New  York  much  is  being  done  in  this  di- 
rection at  the  state  library.  Nearly  30  select 
lists  have  been  published  as  catalogs  of  the 
traveling  libraries  which  by  their  success  have 
marked  an  epoch  in  library  work.  This  prin- 
ciple ought  to  be  widely  extended,  and  it  would 
seem  a  desirable  recommendation  from  this 
Association  to  the  proper  government  officials 
to  have  the  plan  adopted  for  the  various  gar- 
risons, army-posts,  ships  of  war,  and  other 
points  where  considerable  numbers  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  United  States  could  profit  by  having 
the  best  selections  of  reading  matter  freely 
available.  The  state  library  associations  should 
also,  each  in  its  own  territory,  try  to  introduce 
this  most  economical  method  of  making  good 
books  widely  available.  Three  or  four  of  the 
states  have  already  passed,  or  have  in  the  hands 
of  influential  men,  for  passage,  laws  based  on 
that  of  New  York. 

Beside  the  traveling  libraries,  New  York  has 
also  what  is  known  as  the  Capitol  library,  an  ap- 
plication of  the  same  principle  to  the  state  em- 
ployees resident  in  the  capitol.  A  selection  of 
the  very  best  books  is  made  to  be  lent  freely  to 
any  person  employed  by  the  state  for  the  use  of 
himself  and  family.  The  trial  library  of  200  or 
300  volumes  has  now  grown  to  more  than  as 
many  thousand,  and  the  character  of  books 
taken,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  readers  has 
amply  justified  the  experiment. 

Mr.  W:  H.  Tilliughast  of  the  co-operation 
committee  makes  the  following  admirable  sug- 
gestion as  another  application  of  the  same  prin- 
ciple : 

-  "If  libraries  will  take  a  hand  in  the  work  of 
the  '  shut-in'  societies,  and  co-operate  with 
them  and  one  another  in  getting  books  to  those 
who  are  really  unable  to  get  them  for  them- 
selves, I  think  much  good  would  result.  Li- 
braries might  join  the  'Cheerful  letter'  ex- 
change, note  the  applications  from  people 
within  their  vicinity  and  consider  whether  they 
could  not  do  something  to  place  their  resources 
at  the  service  of  those  unfortunates.  Many  ap- 
plications come  for  books  from  places  that 
have  a  public  library,  and  inquiry  has  some- 
times shown  that  the  public  library  was  prac- 
tically inaccessible  to  that  particular  person. 
It  would  seem  that  something  might  be  done  to 
help  the  societies  and  the  libraries  to  reach  the 
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people  they  want  to  reach  with  less  expendi- 
ture of  energy." 

With  the  co-operation  of  many  librarians  we 
have  just  ready  lor  the  printer  a  list  of  500 
books  for  the  use  of  small  libraries,  many  of 
which  are  simply  dazed  and  confused  by  the 
wealth  of  the  A.  L,.  A.  library.  Miss  Wheeler, 
with  an  assistant,  in  the  public  libraries  de- 
partment uses  every  available  hour  in  collecting 
and  preparing  material  for  the  annotated  sec- 
tions of  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog  which  have  been 
so  long  promised,  and  which  at  last  seem  to  be 
in  sight. 

Co-operation  in  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try can  be  best  organized  through  the  local 
clubs,  and  there  is  no  more  promising  field  for 
the  work  in  the  immediate  future. 

Another  form  of  co-operation  easily  possible  to 
such  clubs,  and  promising  excellent  results,  is 
some  scheme  of  affiliation  with  the  A.  I/.  A. 
with  a  resulting  fraternity  among  the  various 
associations  so  that  the  members  of  any  one 
should  have,  not  by  courtesy  but  by  right,  the 
privilege  of  attending  meetings  of  the  other 
associations,  or  perhaps  become  corresponding 
members,  receiving  their  publications  and 
notices  on  payment  of  a  small  fee,  but  not 
voting.  Some  librarians  are  so  constituted  that 
they  would  hesitate  to  attend  a  meeting  of  a 
library  club  in  another  state,  although  they 
happened  to  be  in  the  city  at  the  time,  unless 
they  were  specially  invited,  and  yet  under  a 
standing  rule  that  all  members  of  other  associa- 
tions were  corresponding  or  honorary  mem- 
bers, would  be  relieved  of  their  embarrassment. 
It  is  suggested  to  the  various  clubs  that  a  by-law 
to  this  effect  would  pave  the  way  to  some 
pleasant  acquaintances  and  spread  practical 
co-operation. 

The  co-operative  volume  of  subject  headings 
suggested  by  this  committee  in  1893  was  pro- 
perly turned  over  to  the  Publishing  Section 
and  has  been  printed,  and  volumes  are  expected 
from  the  bindery  to  be  in  your  hands  at  the 
Denver  meeting.  It  was  agreed  that  the  very 
important  co-operative  work  connected  with  the 
preparation  or  publication  of  bibliographies, 
catalogs,  indexes,  and  similar  works  should  be 
turned  over  to  the  Publishing  Section,  and  the 
many  interesting  plans  now  going  forward  un- 
der a  more  active  administration  of  that  section 
arc  properly  noted  in  its  report  rather  than  by 
this  committee. 


We  may,  however,  properly  commend  the 
suggestion  of  the  Recorder  that  hereafter  the 
editing,  printing,  and  publishing  of  the  A.L.A. 
Proceedings  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  Pub- 
lishing Section,  thus  relieving  the  Association 
itself  entirely  from  the  publishing  business. 
It  is  a  curious  anomaly  that  the  publication 
which  n  iturally  would  have  been  first  on  the 
list  of  the  Publishing  Section  is  still  handed 
about  among  individual  officers,  printed  in 
various  places,  and  not  kept  cataloged  or  on 
sale.  It  would  be  entirely  practicable,  under 
the  suggested  transfer,  to  continue  publishing 
the  proceedings  in  the  Library  Journal,  and 
supplying  them  to  each  member,  but  no  series 
of  the  Publishing  Section  would  be  more  val- 
uable than  that  of  our  annual  Proceedings ;  and 
with  the  Section's  admirable  facilities  for  dis- 
tribution, the  number  sold  would  greatly  in- 
crease its  usefulness,  and  add  materially  to  the 
income.  This  plan  would  enable  the  Section 
to  select  parts  for  wide  distribution,  and  have 
editions  printed  from  the  same  type ;  but  it  is 
found  impracticable  as  the  Proceedings  are  now 
printed.  The  A.  L.  A.  ought  at  this  meeting 
to  order  turned  over  to  the  Publishing  Section 
any  copies  still  remaining  of  Proceedings  of 
previous  years,  so  that  they  may  be  preserved 
for  completing  sets  in  newly  organized  libra- 
ries, and  for  those  who  value  them  most,  and 
who  would  be  willing  to  pay  the  price  fixed  for 
them. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  vari- 
ous experiments,  the  plan  of  printed  catalog 
cards  has  been  consistently  kept  up,  though  at 
some  sacrifice,  by  the  Library  Bureau,  which 
still  professes  itself  willing  to  sink  a  reasonable 
amount  each  year  in  order  to  test  thoroughly 
what  has  so  long  been  the  dream  of  librarians. 
If  those  interested  will  support  the  measure  it 
will  grow  stronger  each  year,  and  many  who 
have  hesitated  to  equip  themselves  properly 
with  cases  and  trays  for  preserving  the  various 
lists  so  easily  made  with  the  printed  cards  will 
begin  to  do  so,  thus  increasing  the  number  used 
and  making  the  project  self-supporting.  The 
practical  difficulty  is  that  people  urge  the  vast 
importance  of  this  plan,  and  when  it  is  made 
possible  fail  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  allowing 
their  cards  to  accumulate  in  packages  instead 
of  dividing  them  into  the  eight  or  ten  exceed- 
ingly useful  lists  which  can  be  made  merely  by 
shuffling  the  cards  into  different  orders  by 
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subjects,  authors,  publishers,  books  to  be  ex- 
amined, books  read,  books  to  be  bought,  etc. 

We  have  been  called  on  for  a  co-operative 
index  to  translations,  and  the  matter  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Publishing  Section,  whence  we 
hope  to  have  the  volume  in  due  time. 

The  co-operative  index  to  U.  S.  publications 
is  near  at  hand  at  government  expense.  Under 
the  new  law  the  public  printer  has  appointed 
as  the  head  of  this  department  Mr.  F.  A.  Cran- 
dall,  of  Buffalo,  who  impresses  those  of  us  who 
have  met  him  as  specially  well  adapted  to  make 
the  department  a  success.  He  has  already 
secured  a  number  of  trained  library  catalogers 
and  indexers,  and  we  are  soon  to  have  more 
creditable  catalogs  and  indexes  than  have  ever 
before  been  printed  for  government  publica- 
tions. 

No  effort  has  been  made  this  year  to  collect 
a  list  of  new  appliances  as  should  be  done 
where  a  committee  can  meet  and  examine  and 
report  upon  them. 

A  few  are  noted  :  We  are  still  awaiting  a  lit- 
tle further  development,  but  within  a  year  or 
two  shall  probably  be  able  to  report  the  desira- 
bility of  the  phonograph  for  library  use  where 
now  a  stenographer  is  required. 

The  promise  of  the  linotype  brightens,  and 
co-operative  cataloging  beyond  our  fondest 
dreams  of  a  generation  ago  may  soon  be  possi- 
ble. 

The  makers  promise  within  a  month  a  new 
model  of  the  Hammond  typewriter  which  they 
declare  will  give  better  results  in  library  work 
than  any  other  writing  machine. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Rudolph,  whose  name  is  associated 
with  the  Indexer,  has  already  added  another 
to  the  many  forms  of  temporary  binders,  and 
will  doubtless  have  samples  on  exhibition  at 
the  meeting. 

Philip  Reich,  of  Cincinnati,  has  been  for  years 
at  work  over  an  elaborate  automatic  book 
and  parcel  carrier  which  he  insists  has  great 
merits,  and  which  some  librarian  with  mechan- 
ical tastes  and  leisure  ought  to  examine  thor- 
oughly for  a  report  at  our  next  meeting. 

An  important  piece  of  co-operative  work  in 
zoology  promises  fine  results  which  are  likely 
to  be  imitated  in  other  departments.  The 
project  as  it  now  stands  is  the  result  of  negotia- 
tions extending  through  a  period  of  five  years 
past,  and  will  serve,  it  is  hoped,  as  an  intro- 
duction to  the  larger  plan  of  the  Royal  Society. 


It  will,  for  the  moment,  merely  undertake 
zoology  and  publish  a  fortnightly  classified 
index  to  zoological  literature.  In  the  pamphlet 
edition  each  chapter  representing  the  divisions 
of  a  systematic  classification  will  be  complete 
in  itself,  i.  e. ,  will  contain  as  cross-references  all 
works  treating  incidentally  a  given  group,  al- 
though the  work  as  a  whole  may  be  classed 
elsewhere.  In  this  assignment  of  titles,  which 
will  be  carried  out  by  a  staff  of  trained  zoologists, 
it  is  proposed  to  pass  in  review  the  contents  of 
each  paper  rather  than  to  be  guided  by  the  title. 
The  entire  index  can  be  had  either  in  pamphlet 
form  or  as  galleys  which  can  be  cut  up  for 
further  bibliographic  elaborations.  A  second 
edition  finally  will  appear  on  library  cards. 
Each  card  will  be  provided  with  a  series  of 
symbols  representing  three  cross-classifications, 
(i)  according  to  systematic  groups  of  animals 
(numeric  symbols),-  (2)  systems  of  organs 
(Roman  letters),  (3)  geographic  divisions  (Greek 
letters.)  These  symbols  will  be  of  the  most 
elementary  kind,  so  that  any  laboratory  boy 
or  librarian's  assistant  can  properly  class 
the  cards  without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
science.  If  he  arranges  them  numerically  they 
will  be  classed  systematically  ;  if  told  to  follow 
the  Roman  letters  a  morphologic  classification 
will  result,  and  the  'same  faunistically  —  or 
finally  numerous  combinations  of  these  can  be 
made  or  an  alphabetic  author  arrangement  be 
followed. 

So  much  for  the  system.  The  bureau  where 
this  index  will  be  compiled  will  be  situated  at 
Zurich,  Switzerland,  and  will  be  maintained  by 
international  contributions,  the  greater  number 
of  which  have  already  been  secured.  It  pro- 
poses to  begin  with  January  i,  1896,  and  to 
record  everything  which  appears  after  that 
date. 

The  work  is  considerable  in  its  nature  (800  or 
more  titles  per  year)  and  is  likely  to  grow,  for 
already  negotiations  for  similar  co-ordinate 
bureaus  for  physiology,  anatomy,  botany,  and 
geology  have  been  commenced  and  it  is  indeed 
not  impossible  that  the  first  two  and  the  last 
may  begin  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Herbert  Haviland  Field  of  Great  Neck, 
L.  I. ,  N.  Y. ,  would  be  very  glad  to  have  from 
the  Association,  or  any  librarian,  suggestions  or 
criticism  on  the  scheme  outlined  above. 

Still  more  important  is  the  international  bib- 
liographic bureau  with  headquarters  at  Brussels, 
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Belgium.  The  committee  entrusted  with  the 
investigation  reported  that  they  found  most 
widely  used  and  most  practicable  for  their  pro- 
posed international  work  the  Decimal  classifica- 
tion, and  a  formal  request  was  made  for  the 
privilege  of  translating  it  into  various  European 
languages  for  more  convenient  use.  The  author 
was  glad  to  grant  the  request,  and  has  accepted 
the  invitation  of  the  bureau  to  serve  for  the 
present  as  president,  or  chairman,  of  the  Ameri- 
can division.  Fuller  information  regarding 
the  proposed  international  work  will  be  pub- 
lished, as  received,  in  the  Library  Journal  and 
reported  to  the  A.  L.  A. 

At  the  organization  of  our  Association  the 
watchword  about  which  we  rallied,  was  co-op- 
eration. This  is  the  2Oth  year  of  our  work,  and 
when  we  review  it  we  find  that  most  of  the  good 
that  has  been  accomplished  has  come  through 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  few,  or  many,  in 
attaining  results  for  which  no  individual,  how- 
ever earnest  or  able,  would  be  sufficient.  I  am 
profoundly  convinced  after  these  20  years  of 
close  connection  with  the  modern  library  move- 
ment that  co-operation  is  still  our  watchword, 
and  that  the  fields  just  before  us  and  already 
white  for  the  harvest  are  to  be  won  only  in  this 
way.  Excellent  work  can  be  done  in  a  limited 
way  by  a  single  librarian  who  declines  to  co-op- 
erate with  his  fellows  in  the  profession,  but 
none  of  the  great  movements  that  carry  educa- 
tion forward  and  dignify  librarianship  are  pos- 
sible except  by  working  together.  A  long  pull 
is  good,  and  a  strong  pull  is  good,  but  a  pull 
all  together  is  more  important  than  all  the  rest. 
For  the  Co-operation  Committee, 
MELVIL  DEWEY,  Chairman. 

Miss  AGNES  VAN  VALKENBURGH,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  chairman  Montgomery,  read  the 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON  LIBRARY  SCHOOL 
AND  TRAINING  CLASSES. 

The  Library  School  at  Albany  has  had  a  most 
successful  year  and  is  steadily  growing  in  use- 
fulness. The  demand  for  its  students  is  so 
constant  that  a  large  number  of  the  senior  class 
have  this  year  been  detailed  for  field  work.  It 
would  seem  that  this  success  might  menace  the 
life  of  the  institution,  for  a  school  without  a 
graduating  class  might  cause  remark. 

The  standard  of  scholarship  required  for  ad- 


mission continues  to  rise  steadily,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  there  have  been  more 
applications  from  college  graduates  this  year 
than  there  are  seats  in  the  school,  so  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  admission  to  the 
school  must  be  limited  to  those  who  hold  col- 
lege diplomas. 

The  work  of  the  classes  has  been  well  de- 
scribed. A  feature  in  this  year's  work  is  the 
formation  of  a  class  in  indexing,  under  Miss 
Martha  T.  Wheeler,  who  has  charge  of  the 
indexing  of  the  University  publications.  For 
practice  the  class  indexed  Nichols'  pamphlet 
on  Indexing.  The  calls  for  indexers  have  been 
numerous,  showing  the  need  for  more  thorough 
training  in  that  work. 

The  work  in  bibliography  done  by  the  students 
is  worthy  of  mention,  for  it  is  evidently. done 
with  great  care.  The  shelves  of  the  lecture- 
room  and  the  drawers  of  the  catalog  case  show 
a  number  of  valuable  bibliographies  and  read- 
ing lists.  They  are  made,  as  far  as  possible, 
from  personal  examination  of  the  books.  These 
lists  are  used  by  the  readers  who  frequent  the 
State  Library,  and  have  been  loaned  in  some 
cases  to  the  students  at  a  distance,  but  this  is 
too  small  a  circulation,  and  the  school  now 
proposes  to  have  them  printed  for  distribution. 
A  guide  to  the  study  of  Whistler,  compiled  by 
W.  G.  Forsyth  andj.  L.  Harrison,  has  been 
selected  for  Bulletin  No.  i,  and  others  will 
follow  quickly. 

A  course  in  comparative  cataloging,  embrac- 
ing the  study  of  ten  representative  English  and 
American  codes  of  rules  was  given  by  Miss  Ada 
A.  Jenes. 

Special  lectures  were  given  by  the  following 
librarians:  E.  H.  Anderson,  C.  W.  Andrews, 
W.  H.  Brett,  C.  A.  Cutter,  W.  I.  Fletcher,  W. 
E.  Foster,  G.  M.  Jones,  Alice  B.  Kroeger, 
J.  N.  Larned,  T.  L.  Montgomery,  A.  L.  Peck. 

In  conclusion  we  are  told  that  there  has  been  a 
marked  increase  in  the  salaries  paid  to  Library 
School  students  during  their  first  year  of  work 
after  leaving  the  school,  and  this  statement  has 
made  a  profound  impression  upon  your  com- 
mittee. 

The  Pratt  Institute  Training  Class. 

The  Pratt  Institute  graduated  its  fifth  library 
training  class  in  June  and  the  year  was  a  most 
successful  one.  A  class  of  22  was  admitted 
after  competitive  examination  of  more  than  60 
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applicants.  Miss  Plummer  reports  the  work 
of  the  class  as  very  satisfactory.  A  Current 
Topics  class  and  a  course  in  library  book-keep- 
ing were  added  to  the  curriculum,  and  the 
Library  Economy  broadened  somewhat  by  lec- 
tures dealing  with  methods  used  in  other 
libraries.  A  representive  of  your  committee 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  Current  Topics  class 
and  wishes  to  express  warm  appreciation  of  the 
way  in  which  Miss  Avery  conducted  the  work. 
The  course  in  literature  is  also  in  charge  of 
Miss  Avery,  and  the  type-written  reading  lists 
of  the  course  are  most  useful  guides  for  stu- 
dents. A  Home  Library  was  started  in  one  of 
the  poorer  districts,  and  it  is  hoped  that  each 
succeeding  class  will  establish  one  of  these 
libraries. 

The  total  number  of  students  has  been  120, 
of  which  number  75  have  entered  on  library 
work.  It  can  be  said  that  all  students  who 
have  completed  the  course  satisfactorily,  and 
who  wished  to  make  practical  use  of  their 
training,  have  had  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  A 
number  of  librarians  will  be  asked  to  meet  the 
class  this  winter  and  talk  over  the  practical 
side  of  their  work  with  the  results  attained  ; 
it  is  hoped  that  the  librarians  will  be  truthful. 
The  Drexel  Institute  Library  Class. 

The  work  of  this  class  has  steadily  advanced 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Alice  B.  Kroeger. 
Nineteen  students  received  certificates  this 
spring.  The  graduates  of  the  school  are  now 
found  in  nearly  every  Philadelphia  library, 
and  the  greater  part  of  this  year's  class  is  now 
actively  engaged  in  library  work. 

The  class  has  the  opportunity  of  hearing  many 
lectures  on  special  topics,  and  a  course  on  the 
History  of  Printing  by  Dr.  MacAlister  deserves 
especial  mention.  The  library  of  the  Institute 
is  a  most  attractive  place,  and  the  students 
start  their  work  with  a  most  impressive  object- 
lesson  in  neatness  and  order. 

The  Armour  Institute  Training  Class. 

The  one  room,  50x60  ft.,  which  contains  the 
desks  for  the  faculty  and  class,  book-shelves, 
reading-tables,  chairs,  etc.,  serves  as  an  admir- 
able example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  in 
a  small  space.  The  work  goes  on  smoothly 
and  promptly,  and  in  a  way  which  must  im- 
press those  who  are  trained  with  the  worth  and 
beauty  of  order. 

The  students  cannot  leave  without  conscious- 
ly or  unconsciously  reflecting  its  influence. 


Notwithstanding  its  cramped  quarters,  the 
training  class  works  under  conditions  most 
favorable  to  the  attainment  of  ideals.  The  In- 
stitute is  in  close  proximity  to  great  examples 
of  the  four  types  of  public  libraries :  the 
Chicago  Public,  the  Newberry,  the  Chicago 
University,  and  Hyde  Park  School  Library. 
Studies  are  also  made  of  a  half-dozen  or  more 
libraries  within  a  radius  of  a  hundred  miles 
from  Chicago. 

The  course  of  study  is  now  designed  to  oc- 
cupy two  years ;  the  first  year  including  work 
in  ordering,  accessioning,  classifying,  catalog- 
ing, loaning,  methods  of  binding,  etc.  The 
second  year,  as  now  outlined,  will  include  a 
course  on  the  history  of  printing,  and  the  his- 
tory of  libraries,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  mod- 
ern libraries,  gleaned  from  a  study  of  annual 
reports.  There  will  also  be  courses  in  conti- 
nental literature,  bibliography  (by  specialists 
from  the  University  of  Chicago),  and  library 
architecture,  together  with  apprentice  work  in 
the  Institute  Library. 

To  accomplish  all  this  the  standard  of  schol- 
arship is,  and  should  be,  kept  high.  Neither 
breadth  of  view  nor  comprehensive  grasp  can 
come  from  two  years'  study  in  library  science 
unless  grounded  upon  work  in  college  or  uni- 
versity of  repute  or  its  equivalent  in  study. 
Among  the  many  things  which  impress  the 
visitor  is  the  spirit  of  helpfulness,  a  desire  not 
only  to  give  the  training  class  all  the  benefits 
possible,  but  to  make  the  library  a  distinctive 
feature  in  the  life  and  thought  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  reading  room  is  free  to  all,  and 
students  from  outside  who  wish  books  may 
borrow  them  for  home  use.  Besides  benefiting 
the  community  by  this  method  the  members 
of  the  training  class  have  an  example  of  the 
working  of  a  small  circulating  library,  and  thus 
come  to  learn  in  a  measure  the  wants  of  the 
public  and  the  best  methods  of  dealing  with 
readers. 

There  is  another  and  more  delightful  way  in 
which  the  faculty  and  class  are  helping  in  the 
struggle  for  the  life  of  others.  They  recognize 
the  fact  that  it  is  always  through  the  children 
that  the  best  work  may  be  done  for  the  uplift- 
ing of  any  community,  and  so  they  have  placed 
some  valuable  little  traveling  libraries  in  the 
homes  of  the  poor  families  in  the  vicinity. 
The  members  of  the  faculty  and  class  visit  the 
houses,  talk  about  the  books  and  help  the 
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children  to  select  such  literature  as  will  interest 
and  instruct  them.  Pictures  are  to  be  added  to 
circulate  as  the  books  do. 

In  conclusion  your  committee  cannot  speak 
too  approvingly  of  the  spirit  of  moral  earnest- 
ness, genuineness,  and  alertness  which  per- 
vades each  of  the  schools.  With  such  training 
classes  as  these  in  the  country,  whose  aims  and 
ideals  are  high,  we  can  confidently  look  for  a 
still  truer,  more  progressive  library  spirit  in  the 
near  future. 

LUTIE  E.  STEARNS,  ^ 

ELLEN  M.  CHANDLER,          f  ~        •«„„ 

THOMAS  L.  MONTGOMERY,    \  C-omtmttee. 

Chairman.  > 

Dr.  G:  E.  WIRE,  in  the  absence  of  chairman 
Jones,  read  the 

FINAL    REPORT    OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON    AN 
INDEX  TO  SUBJECT    HEADINGS. 

After  three  years  of  service  the  committee 
to-day  presents  its  final  report  in  the  form  of  a 
bound  volume  of  193  pages  entitled  :  "List  of 
Subject  Headings  for  use  in  Dictionary  Cata- 
logs. Prepared  by  a  committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association.  Published  for  the 
A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Section  by  the  Library 
Bureau,  146  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  Mass., 
1895." 

You  now  have  an  opportunity  to  judge  if  our 
work  be  good  or  bad.  We  hope  it  may  be  use- 
ful to  catalogers  notwithstanding  its  imperfec- 
tions. Having  completed  the  work  for  which 
we  have  been  appointed,  we  beg  to  be  excused 
from  further  service. 

GARDNER  M.JONES, 
C:  A.  CUTTER, 
G.  E.  WIRE, 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — I  think  a  committee  that 
prepares  193  pages  of  printed  matter  ought  to 
be  especially  commended.  I  move  that  the 
report  be  accepted,  and  the  committee  honor- 
ably discharged  with  the  thanks  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Voted. 

SCHEME  OF  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATION  IN 
INDEXING  SCIENTIFIC  PERIODICALS,  TRANS- 
ACTIONS, AND   MONOGRAPHS. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — You  will  remember  that  there 
was  published  in  March  of  this  year  in  the  Li- 
brary Journal  (20:81-4),  an  outline  of  the 
scheme  proposed  by  the  Royal  Society,  England, 


M.  JONES,  ) 
ER, 

5,  M.  D.,    J 


Committee. 


for  co-operation  in  cataloging  scientific  litera- 
ture. That  matter  has  been  put  in  the  hands 
of  a  committee,  and  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Society  and  the  committee  will  be 
published  in  the  same  connection.  Prof.  Bow- 
ditch,  who  was  a  member  of  the  committee, 
and  interested  in  that  matter,  urged  upon  me 
to  have  the  subject  presented  to  this  Associa- 
tion, as  he  thought  there  were  some  details  of 
the  scheme  that  required  the  consideration  of 
librarians. 

I  requested  Mr.  Andrews,  formerly  librarian 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
and  now  of  the  John  Crerar  Library,  to  discuss 
this  subject,  and  he  promised  to  do  so.  His 
paper  has  not  been  received,  but  may  be  for- 
warded later. 

(See  p.  25.} 

I  also  asked  Mr.  Rowell,  librarian  of  the 
State  University  of  California,  to  write  upon 
the  same  topic.  He  was  detained  at  home  by 
the  summer  school  at  that  University,  but  has 
sent  on  a  paper  that  will  now  be  read  by  Mr. 
Wing. 

(See  p.  27.) 

Mr.  Fassig,  librarian  of  the  U.  S.  Weather 
Bureau,  at  Washington,  would  like  to  speak  in 
reference  to  the  same  matter. 

O.  L.  FASSIG. —  A  few  days  ago  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  discussing  the  subject  of  indexing 
scientific  literature  with  Mr.  Herbert  Haviland 
Field,  who  has  spent  the  past  three  years  in 
the  work  of  indexing  the  literature  of  zoology. 
From  Mr.  Field's  experience  we  may  be  able 
to  get  some  valuable  suggestions.  In  connec 
tion  with  his  work  at  the  Naples  Zoological 
Station,  he  felt  great  necessity  for  keeping  in 
hand  the  literature  on  the  subject,  and  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  director  of  the  station  Mr. 
Field  has  personally  undertaken  the  work  of 
elaborating  an  international  scheme  for  this 
work  in  zoology.  He  called  upon  me  a  few 
days  ago,  and  stated  his  plans  as  they  are  to 
be  carried  out  during  the  coming  year.  1896. 
I  requested  him  to  write  out  what  he  had  to  say 
so  that  I  might  present  his  ideas  to  the  A.  L.  A. 
at  the  Denver  meeting.  This  he  has  done,  and 
perhaps  the  best  way  to  bring  his  plan  before 
you  will  be  simply  to  read  his  paper. 

I  might  say  that  it  is  a  plan  which  in  my 
mind  is  a  practical  one,  and  which  can  be  ex- 
tended to  the  general  field  of  science,  such  as 
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proposed  by  the  catalogue  of  the  Royal  Society, 
referred  to  by  our  president.  This  Royal  So- 
ciety Catalogue  is  the  basis  for  all  of  the  discus- 
sion that  is  now  going  on  in  the  scientific 
world  regarding  a  general  index  to  periodical 
literature,  mainly  of  science.  Mr.  Field  tells 
me  that  the  zoologists  are  ready  at  any  time  to 
co-operate  with  the  Royal  Society  whenever  the 
Society  is  ready  to  take  the  work  from  the 
zoologists. 

(See  p.  29.) 

Sec'y  NEXSON. —  Mr.  President,  while  per- 
haps it  is  not  likely  that  any  members  of  this 
Association  will  be  engaged  in  doing  this  kind 
of  indexing,  I  think  there  is  hardly  any  one  of 
us,  at  least  of  those  who  have  charge  of  libraries, 
who  is  not  especially  interested  in  having  this 
work  done ;  because  anything  that  brings  out 
what  there  is  on  any  subject  under  investigation 
is  sure  to  be  of  use  sooner  or  later,  particularly 
in  the  larger  libraries.  In  such  a  library  as  the 
one  with  which  I  am  connected,  we  want  every- 
thing that  we 'can  get  in  the  shape  of  a  subject 
index,  and  an  index  to  scientific  periodicals  is 
especially  valuable.  I  think  that  feature  in  the 
letter  is  an  interesting  one  which  shows  that 
individuals,  specialists  in  certain  directions,  can 
receive  cards  on  their  special  subjects.  What 
is  to  be  done  abroad,  I  suppose,  does  not  shut 
out  the  fact  that  American  scientific  periodicals 
ought  to  be  included  in  this  index.  I  am  very 
glad  to  express  my  interest  and  pleasure  in 
knowing  that  such  work  is  to  be  done  because  I 
know  the  practical  use  it  will  to  be  us  in  our 
library. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — Work  of  that  character 
will  have  to  be  done  by  institutions  abroad  that 
are  endowed,  and  that  have  special  resources  at 
their  command.  I  do  not  know  that  we  can 
do  anything  as  an  Association,  except  to  give 
these  gentlemen  who  are  contemplating  this 
work  the  assurance  that  in  meeting  the  expense 
connected  with  it  they  will  be  aided  by  the 
purchase  of  copies  of  the  work.  I  think  that 
every  library  of  any  size  would  pay  a  liberal 
price  for  a  copy  of  such  an  index.  If  such  an 
expression  as  that  would  give  them  any  encour- 
agement I  think  we  can  fairly  give  it  to  them. 

Pres.iUTi.EY. — The  main  point  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Bowditch,  in  his  desire  to  have  the  matter 
brought  before  the  Association,  was  the  actual 
question  of  the  form  of  index  which  the  librari- 
ans thought  wonld  be  of  the  most  practical  use 


to  them  ;  whether  upon  a  card,  size  or  shape  of 
the  card,  amount  of  matter,  and  points  of  that 
kind,  which  they  might  think  desirable  to  have 
incorporated  in  an  index.  As  to  the  desirability 
of  the  work,  or  the  manner  in  which  the  work 
should  be  done,  or  by  whom  it  should  be  done, 
I  suppose  they  have  views  of  their  own  that 
they  propose  to  carry  out.  But  as  to  the  form 
in  which  this  index  should  be  presented  so  as 
to  be  most  practically  useful  to  libraries,  they 
desire  to  have  the  views  of  librarians.  It  was 
upon  that  point,  I  think,  that  he  desired  the 
discussion  more  than  on  anything  else. 

O.  L.  FASSIG. — One  of  the  main  points  which 
Mr.  Field  desired  to  have  brought  out  in  this 
discussion  was  the  matter  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Crunden.the  method  of  defraying  the  expense  ; 
whether  in  the  opinion  of  librarians  it  is  better 
to  charge  a  high  subscription  price  for  the  lists 
or  cards,  which  would  restrict  their  distribu- 
tion to  libraries,  or  whether  it  would  be  better 
to  depend  mostly  upon  grants  from  institutions, 
and  in  this  way  be  enabled  to  put  the  subscrip- 
tion price  within  reach  of  individuals  ?  One 
of  the  main  objects,  of  course,  is  to  get  these 
special  indexes  into  the  hands  of  the  investiga- 
tor ;  in  order  to  do  this,  the  price  must  neces- 
sarily be  kept  down  to  a  minimum.  With 
reference  to  the  form  of  the  publication  :  The 
plans  proposed  here  meet  most  of  the  difficul- 
ties, by  issuing  in  two  forms,  a  printed  bulletin, 
and  at  the  same  time  printed  cards  for  those  who 
prefer  them.  Mr.  Field  estimates  the  cost  of 
printed  cards  to  be  at  the  rate  of  five  cards  for 
one  cent ;  the  price  of  the  bulletin  he  hopes  may 
be  kept  below  five  dollars  per  year. 

F:  M.  CRDNDEN. — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
best  plan  in  that  regard  would  be  that  on  which 
the  Boston  Public  Library  prepares  its  catalog. 
They  could  set  this  up  in  linotype,  and  keep 
the  plates,  which  form  practically  a  catalog, 
after  printing  their  monthly  bulletins ;  and  then 
at  the  end  of  the  year  publish  a  yearly  bulletin 
with  the  same  type.  It  seems  to  me  the  lino- 
type opens  up  a  marked  field  of  possibility  in 
that  line.  There  is  no  question  in  my  mind 
but  that  a  printed  index  is  what  we  want  rather 
than  a  card  index. 

O.  L,.  FASSIG. — I  think  an  arrangement  has 
been  made  with  one  of  the  German  zoological 
monthlies  to  publish  the  titles  annually.  The 
international  scheme  which  is  now  practically 
effected,  and  which  is  to  go  into  operation  in 
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January  of  1896,  provides,  I  think,  only  for  the 
monthly  issue  of  bulletins  and  cards.  I  might 
add  that  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  An- 
drews some  time  ago,  during  which  he  sug- 
gested that  the  titles  be  printed  on  sheets  and 
distributed  immediately.  He  does  not  seem  to 
be  in  favor  of  the  card  system,  which  he  consid- 
ers too  bulky  ;  he  is  rather  in  favor  of  printing 
the  titles  on  sheets  as  soon  as  received,  with 
plenty  of  space  between  the  titles  so  that  they 
may  be  cut  into  slips  and  pasted  on  cards. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — That  would  be  a  good 
plan,  undoubtedly. 

Dr.  G:  E.  WIRE.— I  have  seen  considerable  of 
this  business  in  connection  with  medical  peri- 
odicals, especially  with  the  Index  Medicus.  You 
perhaps  know  that  the  publication  of  that  work 
has  been  suspended.  It  was  begun  by  Mr. 
Leypoldt  about  the  same  time  that  he  started 
the  Library  Journal.  He  spent  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  on  it,  nobody  knows  how 
much  ;  then  it  passed  through  various  vicissi- 
tudes, and  finally  came  into  the  hands  of  George 
R.  Davis,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  firm  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
large  manufacturing  druggists.  This  man  was 
endowed  with  considerable  library  spirit  and 
courage,  for  he  has  kept  up  the  Index  Medicus 
at  a  loss  to  himself  of  anywhere  from  four 
hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

The  work  has  been  done  at  the  Surgeon 
General's  office,  in  Washington,  under  the 
supervision  of  Dr.  Billings  and  Dr.  Spencer. 
They  receive  about  one  thousand  periodicals 
on  medicine  and  the  allied  sciences,  and  the 
articles  which  they  wish  to  index  are  marked 
and  then  are  indexed.  They  do  not  aim  to 
index  reprints  and  abstracts,  as  has  been  spoken 
of  to-day,  but  index  the  original  article ;  and  I 
think  they  must  have  some  limitation  as  to  the 
pages;  that  is,  as  to  the  amount  of  matter 
which  they  will  index.  As  I  said,  it  has  been 
kept  up  for  a  number  of  years,  but  now  Mr. 
Davis  has  discontinued  it,  as  he  could  not  afford 
to  lose  money  on  it  any  longer,  It  used  to 
come  out  every  month,  very  regularly,  and 
then  had  a  complete  index  to  each  volume  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  We  also  take,  at  the  New- 
berry  Library,  all  the  other  indexes  of  medical 
periodicals  that  are  published,  and  in  contra- 
distinction to  that  are  the  two  large  German 
periodicals,  one  of  them  known  as  Schmidt* s 
Jahrbucher,  and  the  other  as  Hirsch  Jahres- 


bericht.  These  are  very  thorough,  not  only 
as  indexes  but  as  resumes.  But  they  are  issued 
with  the  characteristic  continental  deliberative- 
ness  which  makes  the  index  come  out  about 
two  or  three  years  after  the  issuance  of  the 
periodical.  It  may  do  very  well  for  them,  but 
is  not  quite  swift  enough  for  us ;  and  the  Index 
Medicus  was  the  only  one  that  was  just  suited 
to  us.  It  took  a  good  deal  of  money,  however, 
and  could  not  be  done  by  voluntary  help,  but 
had  to  be  done  by  men  who  made  it  a  businers. 
The  only  thing  approaching  it  is  an  annual 
published  by  the  F.  A.  Davis  Co.,  which  is 
good  in  its  way,  but  not  so  complete  as  the 
Index  Medicus.  It  is  not  so  much  of  an 
index  as  that  was. 

I  have  read  with  considerable  interest  nearly 
everything  that  has  been  published  within  a 
year,  or  so,  on  this  subject  of  scientific  indexing. 
I  remember  of  reading  some  about  it  in  The 
Library.  One  Englishman  had  an  idea  of  a 
universal  index.  Then  I  have  read  the  corre- 
spondence that  has  been  carried  on  in  Science, 
and  in  Nature,  and  if  you  look  over  those 
pages  for  the  last  six  months  you  will  see  they 
look  at  it  from  the  scientist's  side  and  not  the 
librarian's  side.  They  are  not  so  practical  as 
we  would  wish.  They  want  a  large  sum  of 
money,  or  want  it  subsidized  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  then  they  want  the  article  sent  to  the 
author  to  review  to  make  sure  that  they  do  not 
misinterpret  his  words.  You  know  what  that 
means,  half  of  the  articles  would  never  get 
back.  Their  schemes  are  all  very  wild  and 
very  visionary,  but  I  think  that  this  scheme 
that  has  been  proposed  to-day  is  a  very  good 
scheme ;  it  is  a  "lovely"  scheme,  and  maybe  it 
would  last  a  year  or  so!  I  do  not  think  it  would 
last  longer  than  that.  It  calls  for  a  good  deal 
of  money,  a  large  central  station,  and  a  large 
number  of  periodicals,  or  else  to  have  to  have 
co-operation  in  getting  out  an  index.  I  think 
myself,  that  the  latter  is  really  the  best  way  of 
doing  it ;  the  only  difficulty  in  the  case  being 
that,  as  regards  scientific  periodicals,  there  are 
not  many  of  us  who  have  access  to  them,  and 
it  would  be  difficult  for  our  best  indexers  to  ob- 
tain access  to  them. 

We  have  a  large  number  of  law  and  medical 
libraries  in  this  county,  but  each  one  of  them 
will  make  a  card  catalog  for  their  own  library. 
You  could  not  persuade  them  into  co-op- 
eration, yet  the  A.  Iy.  A.  people  co-operate  all 
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right,  and  have  done  so  on  our  general  publica- 
tions ;  but  I  do  not  hardly  see  how  they  are 
going  to  do  it  on  the  scientific  periodicals. 

O.  L-  FASSIG. — It  was  simply  an  indefinite 
and  general  movement  initiated  by  the  Royal 
Society.  The  last  report,  issued  by  the  Royal 
Society  committee,  and  practically  adopted  by 
the  Society,  suggests  the  calling  of  a  confer- 
ence to  be  held  next  summer  in  London.  A 
conference  of  bibliographers,  or  of  persons  in- 
terested in  the  indexing  of  scientific  literature, 
to  discuss  the  various  schemes,  visionary  and 
otherwise,  which  have  been  suggested  during 
the  past  year  in  our  scientific  journals.  I  do 
not  take  so  gloomy  a  view  of  the  prospects  as 
my  friend  Dr.  Wire.  I  believe  that  the  next 
two  or  three  years  will  see  in  operation  a  prac- 
tical scheme  for  indexing  scientific  literature, 
and  it  will  probably  be  undertaken  by  the 
Royal  Society.  Whatever  may  be  undertaken 
by  the  Royal  Society  will  be  thoroughly  done  ; 
the  Society  has  abundantly  demonstrated  what 
it  can  do  by  the  issue  of  that  famous  index,  the 
Royal  Society  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Papers. 
The  Society  simply  proposes  to  enlarge  upon 
this  scheme,  and  make  it  international,  begin- 
ning with  the  year  1900. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN.— I  think  it  would  be  highly 
proper  for  a  resolution  of  heartfelt  appreciation 
to  be  passed  by  this  Association,  as  a  small 
measure  of  encouragement  to  the  learned  socie- 
ties that  are  undertaking  the  work,  and  I  sug- 
gest that  Mr.  Fassig  prepare  a  resolution  of 
that  kind  and  submit  it  at  the  next  session. 

Sec'y  NEivSON. — In  connection  with  this 
matter,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  you 
to  know  that  Prof.  H.  C.  Bolton,  at  the  request 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  has  now  an 
expert  engaged  on  a  new  edition  of  his  Bibli- 
ography of  Scientific  Periodicals.  We  all  know 
how  valuable  that  has  been  to  librarians  of  the 
large  libraries  in  making  up  complete  sets  of 
scientific  periodicals.  Prof.  Bolton  is  an  en- 
thusiastic bibliographer,  and  has  done  good 
work  in  indexing  the  different  departments  of 
chemistry.  A  new  edition  is  now  being  pre- 
pared by  this  expert,  who  has  been  at  work  at 
Columbia  College  in  New  York,  and  is  going 
to  other  parts  of  the  country  where  he  can  get 
trace  of  periodicals  not  found  by  Prof.  Bolton, 
who  devoted  many  years  of  study  and  hard 
and  steady  work  to  preparing  the  edition  we 
now  have. 


I  move  that  Mr.  Fassig  be  requested  to  pre- 
pare a  resolution  expressing  the  views  of  the 
Association  in  this  matter,  and  hand  the  same 
to  the  committee  on  resolutions. —  Voted. 

Adjourned  at  4:20  p.  M. 

THIRD  SESSION. 

(WINDSOR  HOTEL,  TUESDAY  EVENING,  AUG- 
UST 13,  8.30  P.  M.) 

ROU,  CALL  AND  INTRODUCTION. 

Pres.  UTLEY.—  We  have  introduced  for  this 
evening's  session  a  novelty  in  our  program, 
which  I  trust  may  prove  a  good  one.  The  pur- 
pose is  that  every  person  here  tonight  shall  be 
made  known  to  every  other  person  present.  It 
has  been  the  experience  of  some  of  us  that  we 
come  to  these  librarians'  meetings  as  strangers, 
and  that  it  is  not  an  easy  matter,  especially  for 
those  who  are  a  little  bashful,  to  get  acquainted 
and  to  know  who  is  who.  To  overcome  this 
diffidence  we  have  thought  of  this  scheme  of 
calling  the  roll.  Everybody  is  to  be  called  and 
when  called  is  expected  to  rise  so  as  to  be  seen  and 
recognized,  and  then  they  are  also  permitted, 
if  the  spirit  move,  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
almost  any  subject  that  comes  to  their  minds 
as  suitable  for  such  an  occasion.  Nobody  will 
be  called  to  order,  whether  their  remarks  be 
pertinent  or  impertinent.  Now,  inasmuch  as 
I  am  already,  perhaps,  too  conspicious,  I  have 
excused  myself  from  being  called  upon.  Mr. 
Carr  has  kindly  volunteered  to  notify  you  when 
you  are  wanted. 

(The  Recorder  then  called,  one  by  one,  all 
names  entered  upon  the  attendance  register  of 
the  present  meeting ;  not  entirely  in  the  order  of 
registration,  but  varying  the  sequence,  at  times, 
so  as  to  obtain  some  geographical  and  other 
alternations. 

The  responses,  both  in  promptness  and 
extent  were  very  general  and  effective,  so  that 
the  occasion,  as  a  whole,  was  entertaining  and 
serviceable). 

Adjourned  at  10.30  p.  M. 

FOURTH  SESSION. 

(HIGH  SCHOOL  BUILDING,  WEDNESDAY  MORN- 
ING, AUGUST  14.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  6rder  by  the  Presi-. 
dent  at  10  A.  M. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Miss  MARY 
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S.  CUTLER,  expressing  regrets  at  her  neces-ary 
absence  from  this  Conference,  and  stating  some 
particulars  concerning  the  life  and  work  of 
Miss  Louisa  S.  Cutler,  late  librarian  at  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  who  died  August  2,  1895,  in  her  3ist 
year.  A  more  extended  notice  regarding  her, 
by  C:  A.  Cutter,  appears  in  the  Library  Journal 
for  September,  (20:310). 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  Miss  Cutler  the 

REPORT  ON  SUPPLEMENT  TO  A.  L.  A.  CATALOG 

was  not  presented. 

Voted. — That  the  committee  thereon  (See 
Lib.  J.  20:176,  May,  1895),  be  continued  for 
another  year. 

T:  T.  WOODRUFF. — Not  having  the  report  of 
that  committee,  I  would  ask  if  there  is  any 
convenient  source  of  information  by  which 
small  libraries  can  learn  of  a  limited  number, 
say  twenty-five,  fifty,  or  one  hundred  volumes, 
of  books  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  most 
desirable  for  additions  ? 

W:  R.  EASTMAN. — The  New  York  Library 
Association  evolved  a  scheme  (which  Miss 
Cutler  really  prompted  although  her  name  did 
not  appear),  of  sending  out  the  first  month  of 
the  present  a  year  list  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two  books,  from  the  publications  of 
1894,  most  likely  to  be  in  demand  in  a  popular 
village  library.  The  list  was  sent  to  some 
eight  hundred  librarians  at  that  time,  with  a 
request  that  twenty-five  of  those  books  should 
be  checked  and  the  checked  lists  returned  to 
the  office  of  the  New  York  Library  Association, 
which  is,  at  present,  the  same  as  the  office  of 
the  Public  Libraries  Division  of  the  State 
Library. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  six  librarians  took 
pains  to  check  off  twenty-five  books  preferred 
and  returned  to  us  the  lists  thus  checked. 
We  took  these  and  printed  the  results  of  the 
returns.  There  are  a  few  copies  in  the  library 
•  exhibit  now  here,  to  which  you  are  welcome. 
They  showed  the  most  preferred  books  of  1894 
to  be,  first,  Mrs.  Ward's  Marcella,  with  97 
votes  out  of  156  ;  second,  Kidd's  Social  Evolu- 
tion, with  89  votes.  Out  of  the  232  books 
there  were  only  14  that  did  not  receive  at  least 
one  vote.  The  New  York  Library  Association 
intends  to  do  the  same  thing  at  the  end  of  the 
present  year,  and  if  any  of  you  desire  to  use 
this  list  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  will  check  off 
twenty-five  titles  and  return  it  to  our  office,  we 


will  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  the  result, 
which  will  probably  be  ready  in  March  or  April 
next  year.  Address  the  Public  Libraries  Divis- 
ion, Albany,  New  York.  I  think,  on  reflection, 
that  I  will  take  a  list  of  the  attendants  at  this 
meeting  and  send  every  one  a  copy  of  the  first 
list  of  books  of  1895. 

C:  ALEX.  NELSON  made  verbal  presentation 
of  the  matter  of 

A  GENERAL  CATALOG  OF  AMERICAN  LITERARY 
PERIODICALS. 

(See  p.  30.} 

Pres.  UTLEY. — I  am  glad  the  Secretary  has 
brought  the  subject  before  you,  because  it  is 
one  that  interests  me  very  much.  Some  seven 
or  eight  years  ago,  my  assistant,  the  late  Mr. 
Perkins,  began  the  task  of  making  a  catalog  of 
all  the  periodicals  in  the  library.  He  devoted 
much  time  and  hard  labor  to  the  matter  of 
gathering  notes  and  bibliographical  memoranda 
respecting  the  various  periodicals.  He  wrote  a 
great  many  letters  to  persons  likely  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  certain  American 
periodicals,  and  he  gathered  a  great  deal  of 
interesting  data. 

Such  an  undertaking,  even  in  a  limited  field, 
was  of  course,  of  immense  magnitude.  The 
information  which  he  gathered  was  necessarily 
fragmentary  and  incomplete.  But  it  has  been 
preserved  and  is  good,  so  far  as  it  goes.  With 
Mr.  Perkins'  failing  health  this  feature  of  the 
cataloging  was  dropped.  The  full  entries  con- 
templated by  the  blanks  have  been  since  carried 
out,  however,  in  the  case  of  all  periodicals  in 
the  library. 

I  find  on  looking  over  the  list  that  we  have 
cataloged  in  this  way  some  223  distinctively 
literary  periodicals  published  in  this  country. 
Of  course,  we  have  not  complete  sets  in  every 
instance.  This  catalog  is  made  in  card  form  ; 
that  is  to  say,  upon  a  sheet,  some  eight  inches 
wide  and  ten  inches  long,  and  ruled  for  various 
headings. 

Just  here  comes  in  the  question  of  co-opera- 
tion. If  librarians  are  to  make  use  in  any  way 
of  the  information  gathered  by  others  there 
must  be  system  and  uniformity  with  respect  to 
it.  I  speak  of  this  now,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  it  to  your  attention,  and  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  New  York  committee,  so  that  they 
may  formulate  some  scheme  by  which  libra- 
rians may  act  together,  if  it  is  thought  best, 
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upon  consideration,  to  undertake  to  carry 
forward  an  enterprise  of  this  character.  Mr. 
Solberg,  of  the  Boston  Book  Company,  when 
in  Detroit  looked  over  the  material  which  we 
have  gathered,  and  expressed  himself  as  very 
much  interested  in  it.  He  suggested  at  that 
time,  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  that  the 
scheme  should  be  exploited  before  the  libra- 
rians of  the  country  with  a  view  to  securing 
co-operation  in  the  making  of  a  thorough  cat- 
alog of  periodicals.  But  I  felt,  at  that  time,  that 
the  work  done  covered  such  a  limited  field  that 
we  were  not  ready  to  have  much  said  about  it. 
Now  that  others  are  engaged  in  the  same  work, 
I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  subject 
should  be  taken  up  in  earnest,  and  that  there 
should  be  some  form  of  co-operation  as  Mr. 
Nelson  has  suggested.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
a  free  discussion  of  these  matters.  If  any  one 
else  has  undertaken  similar  work  let  it  be 
known,  and  state  what  has  been  done. 

C:  AI,:EX.  NEi«SON. — Our  idea  is  to  make  each 
entry  complete,  very  much  after  the  plan  the 
President  has  suggested.  So  complete,  that 
any  librarian  having  a  set  of  any  of  these 
periodicals,  seeing  them  advertised  for  sale,  or 
intending  to  procure  them,  and  wishing  to 
know  what  constitutes  a  complete  set  may,  by 
consulting  our  list  learn  when  the  periodical 
began,  the  years  it  covered,  and  when  it  stop- 
ped. Then  if  he  gets,  or  has,  the  volumes  of 
the  Galaxy  ending  squarely  with  the  year  he 
may  know  he  has  not  a  complete  set,  because 
there  was  published  a  final  January  number. 

We  have  just  had  such  experience  in  buying 
what  was  supposed  to  be  a  full  set  of  the  Gal- 
axy. The  lot  sent  to  us  was  three  volumes 
and  that  January  number  short,  and  as  we  paid 
for  a  complete  set,  we  wrote  for  the  rest,  and 
got  them.  These  points  are  of  great  import- 
ance, and  the  Boston  Book  Company  gives 
exactly  this  information.  Naturally,  as  a  firm 
dealing  in  magazines  they  keep  it  to  themselves ; 
but,  with  his  usual  liberality,  Mr.  Soule  has 
promised  us  to  put  that  complete  list  at  our 
disposal. 

W:  R.  EASTMAN. — What  is  your  plan  as  to 
the  scientific  weeklies,  and  the  various  news- 
papers, or  papers  like  the  Outlook? 

C:  A.  NEI/SON. — I  think  we  shall  make  the 
list  as  complete  as  it  seems  practicable  to  do. 
We  may  even  include  such  prominent  papers 
as  the  files  of  the  New  York  Herald,  and  the 


Tribune  and  the  Times.  I  think  we  shall  cer- 
tainly include  the  weeklies.  The  more  we  in- 
clude in  that  list,  without  making  it  a  newspaper 
directory,  the  more  valuable  it  will  be  to  all 
who  procure  it.  When  we  begin  it  we  must 
begin  it  on  the  broadest  basis,  not  the  narrow- 
est. We  should  aim  to  do  the  thing  well  the 
first  time,  and  not  have  to  do  it  over  again. 

H.  L.  EI.MENDORF. — I  desire  to  ask  if  the 
location  where  rare  periodicals  may  be  found 
will  be  noted  in  such  a  list? 

C:  A.  NEiySON. — That  point  has  also  been 
thought  of,  and  will  be  included.  You  may 
remember  how  the  references  are  made  in 
Sabin's  catalog,  by  giving  the  initials  of  the 
libraries  containing  the  books ;  they  take  very 
little  space,  but  may  cause  a  little  more  labor. 
If  one  librarian  in  the  country  has  a  set  of  a 
periodical  that  nobody  else  has,  that  is  the 
very  thing  we  all  want  to  know.  If  there  is  a 
useful  set  not  in  our  library  which  is  to  be 
found  in  another  place,  that  place  ought  to  be 
known.  As  to  the  rare  ones,  there  again  is  the 
chance  for  allowing  some  liberality ;  so  that  if 
there  be  a  half  dozen  sets  of  a  rare  periodical 
scattered  through  the  country  we  ought  to 
know  the  place  of  each  one. 

F:  W.  FAXON. — The  Boston  Book  company, 
in  addition  to  the  check-list  spoken  of,  has  a 
large  amount  of  information  regarding  out-of- 
the-way  periodicals  that  will  be  very  cheerfully 
contributed  when  this  proposed  undertaking  is 
brought  to  a  head.  We  have  a  list  from  all  the 
prominent  libraries,  showing  what  sets  they 
have,  as  far  as  Poole's  Index  is  concerned,  that 
would,  perhaps,  be  of  some  advantage  also. 

O.  L,.  FASSIG. — I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Nel- 
son's opinion  in  reference  to  the  indexing  of 
literary  periodicals  only.  I  hope  he  will  not 
stop  there,  unless  he  includes  under  literary 
the  scientific  periodicals  also.  I  believe  that 
when  this  work  is  undertaken  it  should  be  done 
thoroughly.  .The  list,  I  imagine,  would  not  be 
so  very  large.  Four  or  five  hundred  octavo 
pages  would  doubtless  include  all,  omitting 
newspapers.  I  hope  that  the  scientific  litera- 
ture will  be  included  in  this  list ;  and  if  that  is 
done  we  can  undoubtedly  get  a  great  deal  of 
aid  from  Washington  libraries. 

Within  the  past  few  months  the  Washington 
I/ibrary  Association  has  appointed  a  committee 
to  investigate  the  subject  of  a  union  list  of  all 
periodicals  in  the  Washington  libraries,  includ- 
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ing  the  scientific  and  literary  periodicals.  We 
fiud  the  work  growing  far  beyond  what  we  ex- 
pected. At  first  we  thought  the  list  might, 
perhaps,  include  three  or  four  thousand, where- 
as it  is  sure  to  go  beyond  eight  thousand.  There 
are  already  printed  lists  of  over  four  thousand 
periodicals  in  Washington  libraries.  I  have 
with  me  a  copy  of  the  list  of  all  periodicals  in 
the  War  Department  Library,  numbering  about 
four  hundred,  just  issued  by  General  Greeley. 
The  Surgeon  General  has  a  list  comprising 
perhaps  thirty-five  hundred  periodicals  in  his 
library.  The  Patent  office  has  a  printed  list  of 
about  one  thousand  periodicals.  These  lists 
cover  different  fields  of  literature,  so  there  is 
not  a  great  deal  of  duplication.  In  addition  to 
these  lists  there  is  one  of  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, printed  in  1866,  with  which  you  are 
doubtless  familiar.  The  present  condition  of 
the  Congressional  Library  in  which  the  deposit 
is  now  placed,  makes  it  impossible  to  get  an 
accurate  list  of  the  periodicals  since  then. 
Within  two  years  the  new  National  library 
building  will  be  completed,  and  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  will  probably  soon  after 
undertake  the  printing  of  a  complete  catalog 
of  what  is  known  as  the  Smithsonian  Deposit. 
This  will  be  a  very  large  list.  The  card  catalog 
shows  over  three  thousand  periodicals  currently 
received.  Adding  all  these  together  and  allow- 
ing for  duplication,  there  will  probably  be  a 
list  of  eight  thousand  separate  entries,  if  not 
ten  thousand.  Such  a  list  as  this  will  undoubt- 
edly be  of  great  assistance  to  all  the  libraries 
of  this  country. 

C:  A.  NEiySON. — In  answer  to  the  suggestion 
made  by  Mr.  Fassig,  I  would  say  that  the  word 
literary  will  probably  be  dropped  out.  As  I 
have  considered  the  matter,  and  since  receiv- 
ing a  very  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Fassig  a 
couple  of  mouths  ago  on  the  subject,  it  has 
seemed  to  me  that  this  list  that  we  propose 
should  be  a  list  of  American  periodical  litera- 
ture, right  down  to  everything,  except  the 
common  newspaper.  In  that  case  scientific 
literature  will  be  included. 

Miss  ANGIE  V.  MH.NER.  —  Where  do  you 
draw  the  line?  I  come  in  contact  with  many 
educational  monthlies  and  weeklies,  and  I 
think  part  of  them  are  considered  first  class. 
Others  are  second  rate  and  third  rate  ;  each 
locality  publishes  its  own  little  educational 
ziue.  Do  you  bring  in  things  of  that  character  ? 


C:  A.  NELSON.—  The  lines  are  not  yet  drawn. 
It  is  simply  to  find  out  where  they  are  to  be 
drawn  that  this  matter  is  put  forward. 

Pres.  UTT.EY. — In  our  own  case  we  have  in- 
cluded everything  in  the  library.  It  is  our 
policy  to  bind  and  catalog  all  local  pub- 
lications. Here  is  a  point  which  this  commit- 
tee, or  whoever  has  charge  of  the  matter, 
should  take  into  consideration.  There  are 
numerous  local  publications  which  ought  to  be 
preserved  in  the  local  library.  They  may  rot 
go  into  extended  circulation,  and  quite  likely 
never  be  heard  of  a  hundred  miles  away  from 
the  place  where  published ;  yet  these  become 
of  local  historical  interest  in  time,  and  it  should 
be  the  rule,  especially  with  libraries  in  the 
smaller  towns,  to  secure  and  catalog  complete 
files  of  all  local  periodical  publications. 

W:  T.  PEOPLES. — Do  any  libraries  undertake 
to  bind  all  the  periodicals  received? 

C:  A.  NBivSON.— We  do  not  undertake  to 
bind  everything  at  Columbia  College,  but  I 
think  the  reason  is  that  we  get  so  many  things 
that  are  irregular.  We  receive  a  great  many 
publications  of  which  we  do  not  get  complete 
sets.  Having  charge,  myself,  of  some  of  the 
binding,  I  am  inclined  to  bind  all  that  I  can 
make  into  complete  volumes.  This  matter  of 
local  publications  is  a  very  interesting  one,  and 
one  which  I  agree  with  Mr.  Utley  should  be 
considered  and  included. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — I  wish  to  ask  the  libra- 
rians of  the  public  libraries  whether  they  bind 
all  the  local  newspapers  ?  That  is,  what  libra- 
ries consider  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  bind 
all  the  local  papers? 

The  President  requesting  a  show  of  hands, 
about  a  dozen  of  those  present  so  responded. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — Every  paper  in  the  city 
now  sends  us  two  copies,  one  for  filing  and  one 
for  binding.  The  book  committee  decided  that 
it  was  not  advisable  to  bind  copies  of  all  the 
papers.  We  have  a  great  many  papers  in  St. 
Louis  ;  every  large  city  has.  Where  so  many 
are  received  it  is  a  question  whether  there  is 
any  use  in  binding  half  a  dozen  papers  that 
contain  practically  the  same  matter.  We  bind, 
therefore,  the  paper  that  contains  the  official 
advertisements,  and  those  others  that  we  con- 
sider the  leading  newspapers.  It  seems  from 
the  showing  here  that  our  practice  is  not  the 
general  one. 
G:  T,  CI.ARK. — It  might  be  interesting  to 
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know  the  experience  of  the  State  Labrary  of 
California  in  connection  with  the  filing  of 
newspapers.  For  a  number  of  years  past  it 
has  been  their  desire  to  have  at  least  one  paper 
from  every  county  in  the  state  to  file  in  the 
state  library,  and  considerable  trouble  has  been 
taken  to  make  that  collection  the  most  com- 
plete in  the  state.  In  San  Francisco,  in  the 
public  library  there,  we  subscribe  for  from  six 
to  eight  copies  of  each  of  the  leading  papers, 
and  bind  one  copy  of  all  the  leading  papers. 
We  keep  duplicate  copies  in  the  newspaper 
reading  room,  and  also  keep  copies  of  the  lead- 
ing papers  in  the  branch  libraries.  In  refer- 
ence to  keeping  up  files  of  newspapers  I  have 
been  crowded  for  space  until  lately.  In  the 
state  library  in  Sacramento,  where  all  the  lead- 
ing papers  ot  San  Francisco  and  other  princi- 
pal cities  of  the  state  are  on  file,  as  well  as  one 
paper  from  each  county,  the  question  of  space 
is  a  difficult  one  to  solve.  It  seems  to  me  that 
librarians  should  consider  well  before  they 
think  of  binding  everything  they  receive,  for 
paper  that  is  now  used  for  printing  is  not  the 
kind  that  will  last.  It  is  only  a  question  of  a 
few  years  before  much  of  it  will  disintegrate, 
and  their  keeping  is  a  temporary  expedient 
only. 

I:  S.  BRADLEY. — I  think  that  all  city  libraries 
should  preserve  and  bind  complete  files  of  the 
leading  newspapers  of  their  locality.  From 
inquiries  I  have  made  I  find  that  comparatively 
few  libraries  attempt  to  preserve  the  local  news- 
papers. The  general  impression  is  that  they 
occupy  too  much  space,  or  that  it  takes  too 
much  time  to  care  for  them.  The  space  occu- 
pied is  relatively  small.  For  instance,  a  com- 
plete file  of  one  of  our  Madison  daily  news- 
papers for  the  period  1850  to  date  occupies  but 
about  thirty  square  feet  frontage  of  the  case. 
The  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Library  receives 
regularly  as  issued  and  binds,  about  thirty-five 
daily,  and  some  three  hundred  weekly  news- 
papers. We  now  have  about  seven  to  eight 
thousand  bound  volumes.  As  a  rule  we  bind 
three  years'  issues  of  a  weekly  newspaper  in 
one  volume,  and  the  dailies  are  bound  in  from 
two  to  six  volumes  per  year,  according  to  the 
size  of  the  newspaper,  making  volumes  that  are 
about  one  and  one-half  to  two  inches  in 
thickness.  All  of  our  Wisconsin  newspapers 
are  sent  to  us  gratuitously,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  publishers  generally  would  be  pleased 


to  send  their  newspapers  to  the  local  library 
gratis,  as  issued,  if  it  was  known  they  were 
for  binding  and  preservation.  I  think  all  the 
city  libraries  of  the  country  should  make 
it  a  point  to  bind  and  preserve  at  least  their 
local  newspapers.  They  are  exceedingly  valu- 
able for  historical  purposes,  as  they  contain 
material  for  local  history  that  cannot  be  found 
elsewhere,  and  if  not  thus  preserved  is  lost 
forever.  Being  a  contemporary  record  of  cur- 
rent local  events,  they  also  best  illustrate  the 
character  and  customs  of  the  people  of  the 
times. 

Our  library  is  now  printing  a  complete  cata- 
log of  all  our  bound  newspapers,  which  we 
hope  to  have  issued  this  fall.  We  will  send  a 
copy  to  all  libraries  on  our  mailing  list,  and  be 
pleased  to  send  to  any  others  that  may  wish  a 
copy. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — I  would  like  to  hear  a  fur- 
ther discussion  of  this  question.  I  think  it  is 
a  peculiar  function  of  a  historical  library  to 
bind  everything  relating  to  local  history,  and 
they  might  very  properly  include  a  great  many 
things  that  would  not  come  within  the  province 
of  a  public  library.  I  should  like  to  hear  some 
reasons  why  a  public  library  should  bind  every 
paper  that  is  published  in  its  particular  city. 
I  should  like  to  know  what  there  is  included 
in  one  of  the  local  papers  that  cannot  be  just  as 
well  obtained  from  the  leading  papers,  since 
they  all  publish  about  the  same  thing,  even 
local  items. 

C:  A.  NEWON.  —Perhaps  Mr.  Bradley  does 
not  mean  that  Mr.  Crunden  should  bind  up 
every  paper  that  is  issued  in  St.  I^ouis.  I 
think  he  means  that  it  would  be  desirable  for 
the  smaller  libraries  scattered  through  the 
country,  to  each  bind  up  the  papers  of  their 
own  locality. 

I:  S.  BRADI^Y. — I  did  not  mean  that  the 
libraries  in  the  large  cities  should  attempt  to 
preserve  all  the  newspapers  published  in  their 
respective  cities.  That  would  not  be  advisable. 
They  should,  however,  preserve  a  file  of  several 
of  the  leading  dailies,  and  as  far  as  possible  the 
other  periodical  publications  of  the  city.  I 
referred  more  particularly  to  the  libraries  in  the 
smaller  cities  and  villages.  These  should 
endeavor  to  collect,  bind  and  preserve  all  local 
newspapers  and  periodicalsras  issued.  If  not 
dreserved  by  the  local  library,  they  are  not,  as 
a  rule,  preserved  at  all. 
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F:  M.  CRUNDEN.— Where  there  is  only  one 
paper  I  should  certainly  be  in  favor  of  binding 
it. 

C:  A.  NELSON.  —  I  would  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Association  to  a  very  interest- 
ing visit  made  by  the  New  York  Library  Club 
to  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  in  New  York. 
There  they  have  all  their  periodical  publica- 
tions arranged  in  cases.  They  receive  in  ex- 
change as  many  as  six  or  eight  copies  of  the 
same  paper,  and  the  collection  of  periodicals 
there  would,  to  librarians  of  public  libraries,  be 
simply  enormous.  Mr.  Thomas,  their  librarian, 
devised  a  scheme  for  keeping  a  complete  set  of 
everything  that  comes  in,  and  the  duplicates 
are  sent  to  other  libraries  of  the  same  denomi- 
nation, theological  seminaries,  etc.  He  has  a 
very  effective  arrangement  for  keeping  the  cur- 
rent numbers,  by  using  a  heavy  rope  manilla 
paper,  which  he  buys  in  rolls,  and  has  a  man 
continually  making  covers  for  them  of  sizes 
that  will  just  hold  the  numbers  for  a  volume ; 
and  in  case  of  the  weeklies,  for  a  year.  He  labels 
them  and  stands  them  like  a  volume  on  the 
shelf ;  and  can  carry  a  month's  numbers  of  the 
daily  New  York  Tribune  (standing  up  in  the 
cover,  nicely  put  together  in  the  best  possible 
way )  in  the  most  compact  way  of  keeping 
them,  that  I  have  ever  seen.  I  advise  every 
librarian  who  goes  to  New  York,  and  has  two 
hours  to  spare,  to  go  into  the  Methodist  Book 
Concern  and  see  Mr.  Thomas's  plan  for  keep- 
ing periodical  publications. 

MRS.  MINERVA  A.  SANDERS. — We  see  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  a  local  collection.  We  have 
the  Providence  Journal,  that  is  our  principal 
city  paper,  from  1840 ;  the  Gazette,  and  the 
Chronicle,  which  was  our  first  paper  published 
of  any  kind,  from  1832  ;  and  there  is  scarcely 
a  day  passes  that  those  papers  are  not  con- 
sulted. We  should  be  very  sorry  not  to  have 
them. 

C:  A.  NELSON. — A  file  of  local  papers  is 
the  source  of  a  vast  amount  of  information  to 
one  writing  a  town  history.  There  can  be  no 
question  about  that ;  in  my  own  experience  I 
found  that  to  be  exactly  the  case.  A  gentle- 
man came  to  me  in  Boston  in  1878  ;  he  had 
taken  some  photographs  of  the  town  of  Waltham 
near  Boston,  and  wanted  descriptive  notices  to 
go  with  them  for  publication.  I  began  on  the 
descriptive  notices,  and  I  concluded  with  the 
history  of  Waltham  in  a  condensed  form.  J 


went  through  the  files  of  the  local  paper  pub- 
lished in  Waltham,  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
editor,  and  got  information  that  I  could  not 
find  anywhere  else.  I  was  fortunate  also  in 
having  the  assistance  and  advice  of  an  old  gen- 
tlaman  who  had  kept  notes  of  the  local  history 
of  this  historical  place,  and  his  personal  notes 
which  he  had  published  in  this  local  paper 
were  the  foundation  of  much  information  that 
I  was  able  to  give. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — Can  any  one  answer  the 
question  whether  any  newspaper  publisher  has 
been  approached  on  the  subject,  and  asked  if 
he  would  print  special  copies  on  permanent 
paper  ?  It  seems  to  me  I  was  told  that  some 
publisher  in  New  York  had  been  asked  to  do 
it  and  refused.  I  would  like  to  ascertain 
whether  any  one  knows  ? 

W:  T.  PEOPLES. — I  heard  some  one  say  that 
he  made  such  a  request  of  the  Boston  people, 
who  refused. 

G:  T.  CLARK. — I  have  seen  a  statement  in 
print  that  efforts  had  been  made  to  obtain  a 
better  edition.  Now  that  paper  is  printed  in 
rolls,  the  publishers  have  refused  to  make  a 
change,  as  it  would  complicate  the  process, 
and  be  expensive  to  print.  They  print  only  on 
one  kind  of  paper. 

Miss  S.  T.  HINRICHSEN.— The  newspaper 
men  will  tell  you  that  it  will  take  as  much  time 
and  expense,  in  their  press  room,  for  a  special 
copy  as  the  whole  edition  does.  That  is  one 
reason  why  you  will  not  be  able  to  get  a  copy 
on  special  paper.  It  takes  just  about  as  long 
for  the  pressmen  to  prepare  for  a  special  copy 
as  it  does  to  make  ready  for  the  whole  edition 
of  the  paper,  and  they  won't  do  it. 

F:  W.  FAXON. — Mr.  Lane,  of  the  Boston 
Athenaeum,  inquired  about  this  matter,  and  he 
found  exactly  the  same  result  as  just  men- 
tioned, that  the  printers  would  not  make  a 
special  edition  on  different  paper,  owing  to  the 
complicated  processes. 

Miss  EMILY  I.  WADE  read  her  paper  on 

CATALOGING  IN  THE  FUTURE- 

(See  p.  21.) 

Pres.  UTLEY.— This  matter  of  cataloging  was 
brought  up  in  our  question  box  at  the  close 
of  the  Lake  Placid  meeting,  but  unfortunately 
too  late  to  do  anything  with  it  practically,  and 
so  the  subject  went  over  for  consideration  here 
if  the  time  allowed.  Mr.  Cole,  our  treasurer, 
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was  very  much  interested  in  the  matter  and 
had  expected  to  be  present  here  ;  and  if  he  had 
been  he  would  have  had  something  to  say  on 
the  subject.  Obliged  to  be  absent,  he  sent  me 
very  briefly  his  views,  which  I  think  are  worth 
presenting  in  this  connection,  and  with  your 
permission  I  will  read  the  article. 
(See  p.  24.) 

C:  A.  NEI3ON.  —  I  first  want  to  say,  in 
connection  with  the  paper  read  by  Miss 
Wade,  that  it  is  something  more  than  a  pleas- 
ure to  me  to  learn  that  the  idea  which  has  been 
evolving  in  my  own  mind  for  a  dozen  years  has 
finally  been  found  practical.  Also,  that  Mr.  Cole 
is  very  much  mistaken  in  saying  that  a  good 
catalog  of  one  library  is  of  no  use  to  an  outside 
library.  When  people  come  to  me  for  informa- 
tion on  a  subject  I  first  consult  our  subject  card 
catalog,  then  I  see  what  I  can  find  in  Poole  or  in 
the  A.  L.  A.  Index ;  and,  as  I  told  Mr.  Brett,  the 
next  book  I  want  to  take  hold  of  is  the  catalog 
of  the  Cleveland  Public  Library.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  one  of  the  best 
catalogs  published ;  and  when  I  say  that,  I  re- 
member the  Peabody  Institute  and  the  Boston 
Athenaeum  catalogs.  But  Mr.  Brett  has  gone 
to  the  kernel  of  the  nut.  Those  three  are 
equally  essential  —  I  would  not  do  without  any 
one  of  them  ;  I  would  have  them  all,  and  cannot 
spare  any  of  them.  But  Mr.  Brett  goes  further 
than  the  others,  right  down  to  preparing  a  cat- 
alog for  the  benefit  of  public  school  children. 
When  we  get  as  far  as  that  we  get  as  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  go.  What  is  good  for  them  is  good 
for  the  librarian.  I  say  a  good  library  catalog 
of  one  library  is  useful  wherever  found. 

W:  T.  PEOPLES. — I  have  found  that  any 
library  catalog  is  exceedingly  useful  to  us  in 
our  library,  and  it  seems  to  me  I  have  to  take 
issue  with  Mr.  Cole,  also. 

T:  T.  WOODRUFF. — I  would  ask  if  the 
smaller  libraries  when,  perhaps,  no  great  num- 
ber is  needed,  have  tried  the  experiment  of 
using  copies  of  the  catalog  of  other  libraries; 
such  a  catalog,  for  instance,  as  the  A.  I,.  A.,  or 
that  of  a  small  library  representing  five  or  ten 
thousand  volumes.  I  thought  of  that  as  possi- 
ble ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  any  one  has 
tried  it  or  had  any  experience  in  it. 

MiSS  ANGIE  V.  MII,NER. — When  our  library 
was  first  established,  I  bought  a  copy  of  the 
Cleveland  Library  catalog  arid  entered  our 
numbers  in  it  against  all  the  books  that  we  had. 


I  also  entered  on  the  broad  white  margins  of  the 
catalog  all  the  books  we  had  that  were  not 
already  in  it.  It  was  the  quickest  way  to 
catalog  the  library,  and  we  still  use  it.  I  also 
find  the  Cleveland  catalog  very  useful  for  its 
essay  index. 

W:  R.  EASTMAN. — The  Port  Jervis  Library 
has  just  been  preparing  a  catalog  for  public 
use.  They  took  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog,  as  far  as 
it  would  go,  and  then  made  a  supplement  of 
cards.  That  method  has  been  used  in  more 
than  one  library  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
has  given  good  satisfaction.  I  believe. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — Perhaps  our  experience 
may  be  interesting.  When  looking  forward  to 
the  library  becoming  free,  I  secured  copies  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  catalog ;  paid  a  deposit  in  advance 
and  the  rest  when  the  catalog  was  ready.  We 
have  sold  four  or  five  hundred  I  think,  and 
members  use  them  with  a  good  deal  of  satisfac- 
tion. It  gives  them  the  best  five  thousand 
books,  and  that  is  as  many  as  most  people  want 
to  read. 

C:  A.  NEI<SON.  —  I  want  to  call  attention 
to  some  suggestions  I  had  occasion  to  make  on 
the  use  of  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog.  I  had  the 
privilege  of  selecting  and  revising  a  list  of  books 
last  winter  for  one  of  the  best  private  schools 
in  New  York  City.  This  summer  they  sent 
one  of  the  teachers  to  ask  me  to  explain  in 
about  ten  minutes  how  to  make  a  catalog  of  the 
library.  I  simply  told  him  to  send  and  get  a 
copy  of  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog.  Their  books  were 
selected  from  the  varied  lists  that  the  A.  L.  A. 
books  were  selected  from ;  in  fact  I  took  that 
catalog  and  went  through  it,  checking  off  the 
best  books  for  the  school  and  then  revised 
the  list.  I  told  him  to  take  an  A.  L.  A.  catalog, 
and  follow  it  exactly  and  he  would  not  make  any 
mistake  ;  that  if  he  followed  that  catalog  and 
printed  his  list  from  it  as  a  model  he  would  have 
as  good  a  short  title  catalog  as  any  made  in  the 
larger  libraries. 

K.  H.  ANDERSON. — I  would  like  to  ask  of 
any  librarians  here  who  are  using  the  linotype 
process,  what  they  deem  the  best  length  of  line. 
We  are  considering  that  use  now,  and  want  all 
the  light  we  can  get.  I  believe  two  column 
pages  are  recornended.  It  occurred  to  me  that 
in  a  single  column  page  of  25  ems  in  length  of 
line,  the  possibility  of  making  errors  in  the 
arrangement  of  titles  would  be  reduced  a  great 
deal. 
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Pres.  UTLEY. — I  suggest  to  Mr.  Anderson 
that  he  put  that  in  the  question  box.  And  this 
gives  me  an  opportunity  to  suggest  that  every 
one  who  has  a  question  with  him  that  he  would 
like  to  hear  discussed,  write  it  out  and  hand  it 
to  the  secretary.  We  are  to  have  a  whole  ses- 
sion devoted  to  the  discussion  of  just  such 
questions. 

W:  H.  BRETT  read  his  paper  on  the 

USE    OF    PERIODICAL. 

(See  p.  12.) 

W:  R.  EASTMAN.— In  the  State  Library  of 
Massachusetts,  a  very  large  number  of  news- 
papers are  indexed  every  morning,  by  an  assist- 
ant who  is  specially  familiar  with  that  work,  as 
part  of  the  regular  work  of  that  library.  The 
morning  newspapers,  as  they  arrive,  he  first 
indexes  in  a  card  index  and  then  files  them 
away.  So  they  obtain  an  index  to  newspaper 
articles  that  would  not  be  readily  reached  else- 
where. 

C:  A.  NELSON. — It  has  been  remarked  to 
me  since  we  have  been  here  that  some  one  was 
going  to  present  a  scheme  for  current  continu- 
ation of  the  annual  Poole  for  librarians.  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  what  that  scheme 
is. 

W:  H.  BRETT. — I  have  a  little  plan,  and  I 
have  some  sample  cards  with  me,  which  I  will 
place  on  the  table  this  afternoon  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  those  who  care  to  look  at  them.  My 
idea  is  to  have  twenty-five  libraries,  or  more, 
co-operate  in  a  plan  for  prompt  indexing  (on 
printed  cards  similar  to  the  book  cards  pub- 
lished by  the  Library  Bureau)  about  twenty-five 
of  the  leading  magazines,  indexing  the  current 
number  to  date  ;  and  by  applying  the  rules  of 
.elementary  cataloging  to  the  work,  making  it 
both  a  subject  and  title  catalog.  I  think  possi- 
bly the  best  way  to  get  at  it,  Mr.  President, 
would  be  to  appoint  a  committee  to  look  over 
it  and  report  to  the  meeting  later  if  they  think 
it  worth  while  to  do  so. 

C:  A.  NELSON. —  I  was  going  to  suggest 
that  we  put  in  the  query  box,  "  How  shall  we 
best  continue  the  indexing  of  periodicals  for 
the  ensuing  year?"  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
committee. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — If  you  want  a  report  on 

it  at  this  meeting  I  think  it  better  to  appoint 

Mr.  Brett  and  one  or  two  others  to  take  time 

to  consider  the  matter.    I  move  that  a  commit- 

10 


tee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  scheme  of  the 
continuation  index,  as  suggested.  Voted. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — When  the  matter  of  the  A. 
L-  A.  catalog  was  expected  to  be  presented  to 
this  meeting,  Dr.  Wire,  of  the  Newberry  Li- 
brary, had  some  criticisms  to  make  upon  the 
medical  books,  or  books  on  medical  subjects 
and  hygiene,  which  were  included  in  the  cata- 
log. He  thought  that  the  selection  was  not 
the  best  that  could  have  been  made,  and  he 
had  some  views  upon  what  books  of  that  kind 
would  be  best  and  most  appropriate  for  a  gen- 
eral public  library,  which  he  desired  to  bring 
before  the  association. 

Dr.  G:  E.  WIRE  read  his  paper  upon 

MEDICAL  BOOKS  FOR  SMALL  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

(See  p.  37-} 

The  President  then  announced  as  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  Mr.  Brett's  scheme  of  index- 
ing, F:  M.  Crunden,  Miss  Theresa  H.  West 
and  Miss  Emily  I.  Wade. 

Adjourned  at  12.40  p.  M. 

FIFTH  SESSION. 

(HIGH  SCHOOL  BUILDING,  WEDNESDAY  AFTER- 
NOON, AUGUST  14.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  3.00  P.  M., 
by  the  President. 

It  was  announced  that  the  session  assigned 
to  Thursday  morning  would  be  postponed 
until  the  evening  of  that  day,  and  be  held  in 
the  Windsor  Hotel;  thus  enabling  the  mem- 
bers to  make  a  trip  up  the  "Loop,"  leaving 
the- city  in  the  morning  and  returning  to  Den- 
ver at  6  P.  M.  the  same  day. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to 
say  that  we  have  with  us  this  afternoon  a  Den- 
ver gentleman  who  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  educational  interests  of  the  city,  in 
that  he  is  superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
District  No.  i ;  which,  as  I  understand,  com- 
prises the  main  portion  of  the  city  of  Denver. 
As  superintendent  of  schools  he  has  been  very 
much  interested  in  the  public  library,  and  in 
the  relations  of  the  public  library  to  the  school 
system  of  the  district.  I  am  informed  that  for 
twenty  years  he  has  had  in  mind  the  public 
library  of  to-day,  which  is  far  in  advance,  cer- 
tainly, of  the  public  library  of  twenty  years 
ago;  and  having  that  ideal  in  mind  he  has 
worked  toward  it  from  that  day  until  this.  The 
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result  of  his  labors,  in  large  part  at  least,  has 
been  the  creation  of  the  Denver  Public  Li- 
brary, located  in  this  building.  I  am  sure 
you  will  take  pleasure  in  listening  to  the  re- 
marks which  he  has  consented,  upon  invita- 
tion ,  to  make  to  you.  Mr.  Gove : 

AARON  GOVE. — It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be 
permitted  to  address  a  number  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  to  whom  the  ordinary  stump  speech 
would  be  vapid  and  useless. 

Nature  seems  to  have  been  tolerably  con- 
stant in  the  execution  of  her  laws,  and  fairly 
permanent.  The  three  year  old  cottonwood 
tree  of  to-day  is  probably  much  the  same  as 
the  three  year  old  cottonwood  tree  of  a  few 
centuries  ago.  If  there  be  any  changes,  not  to 
say  improvements,  in  the  movements  of  the 
planets  or  in  God's  universe  generally,  you 
and  I  are  not  able  to  appreciate  them.  But  in 
man's  work  we  appreciate  a  change,  and,  as 
we  believe,  an  improvement.  In  the  world  of 
nature  some  one  has  said  that  a  perceptible 
improvement  in  the  monkey  is  discernible  in 
some  men.  Even  nature,  however,  does  change, 
because  these  mountains  behind  us  are  still 
making ;  the  rise,  perhaps,  not  exceeding  an 
inch_in  five  hundred  years,  but  still  they  are 
rising,  although  in  such  time  as  is  with  diffi- 
culty appreciated  by  the  human  mind. 

In  speaking  of  libraries,  however,  we  think 
of  that  which  concerns  us  rather  than  nature. 
The  libraries,  with  their  relations  and  influ- 
ences, as  you  well  know,  are  advancing,  pro- 
gressing, improving.  It  is  not  improper  for  me, 
in  this  presence,  to  say  that  the  Denver  Public 
Library  of  to-day,  near  which  your  meetings 
are  held,  is  an  institution  of  which  we  are  very 
fond,  even  proud ;  and  if,  when  you  have 
learned  about  it,  you  go  away  without  saying 
something  commendatory,  we  shall  be  disap- 
pointed. We  look  for  helpful  words  from  you. 
I  understand  the  spirit  and  efficiency  of  an  in- 
stitution lies  in  the  executive  officer ;  that  a 
funeral  is  a  funeral  only  because  nothing  is  in 
the  coffin  but  the  body  ;  that  a  library  without 
its  executive  officer  would  be  as  shiftless  and 
useless  as  a  body  in  the  coffin  without  the 
spirit.  I  have  learned  by  observation  as  well 
as  experience,  during  the  last  ten  years,  that 
no  spirit  can  make  a  library  except  a  libra- 
rian's. 

Sometimes  I  have  been  inclined  to  accuse 
the  librarians  of  being  helpers  and  instigators 


of  laziness.     I  believe  they  are.     I  can  remem- 
ber the  time,  not  so  far  back,  when   it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  investigate  personally  ;  to 
spend  one,  two,  or  three  hours  in  looking  up 
a  subject.     Now,  times  are  changed.     There  is 
a  fellow  in  our  neighborhood,  who  at  one  time 
suggested  to  me  that  a  speaking  tube  connect- 
ing my  desk  and  his  room  might  be  helpful ; 
and  now,  instead  of  spending  time  in  looking 
over  encyclopaedias  and  dictionaries — "chew- 
ing over  old  quids  "  —  if  you  will  permit  an 
unfortunate  simile ;    instead  of  worrying  over 
investigations  for  hours,  and  even  entire  days, 
that  speaking  tube,  like  Aladdin's  Lamp,  is  a 
saviour.     When  I  had  believed  myself  to  be  on 
original  ground  and  about  to  make  a  great 
discovery,   and  whistle  through  that  tube  to 
our  library,  the  reply  comes  back,  "Don't  spend 
your  time  in  investigating  that  subject,  it  was 
done  fifty  years  ago  by  Mr.  A.  in  the  northern 
part  of  England,  and  his  conclusions  are  here 
in  the  library.     I  will  send  them  to  you."     If 
I   ask  whether  Hannibal  was  bald  or  wore  a 
wig  when  he  died,  I  have  but  to  ask  the  tube, 
and  the  library  replies.     And  so  in  all  serious 
matters  as  well  as  in  all  humorous  matters,  I 
am  forced  to  know  that  the  average  librarian 
is  an   instigator  of  laziness.     I  have  learned 
that  many    eminent    men    have    worked    up 
elaborate  and  celebrated  cases,  not  so  much  of 
their    own    ability    as    by   the    assistance    of 
librarians.     I  have  read  that  Ben  Butler  pre- 
pared some  of  his  most  celebrated  pleadings  by 
taking  a  seat  in  his  chair  and  having  four  or 
five    able    bodied   messengers   keep  the   trail 
warm  between  his  office  and  that  of  Mr.  Spofford. 
What  a  marvelous  thing  is  this  systematic 
working  of  a  library.     How  ridiculous  is  it 
that  so  many  people  in  the  world  are  plough- 
ing over  old  ground   and  threshing  over  old 
straw,  the  product  of  which  has  been  produced 
years  before,  and  the  librarian   can   point  to 
that  outcome.      And  yet  the  great  mass   of 
people  fail  to  go  to  this  great  center  for  infor- 
mation.    Not  that  the  librarian  knows  what  is 
sought,  but  he  does  know  where  the  knowledge 
can  be  found.     A  man  is  not  flattered  when, 
after  a  week's  investigation,  he  arrives  at  a 
conclusion,  and  is  then  informed  by  the  libra- 
rian that  some  other  fellow,  a  hundred  years 
ago,    had    traversed    the    same    ground    and 
reached  the  same  conclusion,  and  then  hands 
you  the  book  containing  the  outcome. 
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Twenty-two  years  ago  this  library,  which  I 
represent,  was  given  to  the  Board  of  Education 
of  this  district.  It  then  contained  about  eight 
hundred  volumes,  and  was  housed  in  a  room 
ten  feet  square,  where  it  remained  until  this 
house  was  erected,  at  which  time  it  was  moved 
to  a  cellar  room  about  fourteen  feet  square,  where 
it  remained  as  the  ' '  Denver  Public  Library ' ' 
for  some  ten  years.  In  the  mean-time  other 
enterprises  and  other  interests  were  engaged, 
and  a  second  library  was  inaugurated  for  the 
city,  called  the  "Mercantile  Library."  Each 
library  has  been  continually  growing  until  now 
become  one  of  the  powers  for  good  in  the  city. 

I  believe  the  public  library  of  the  American 
community  to  be  one  of  the  most  potent  factors 
in  the  true  life  of  the  people,  and  co-ordinate 
with,  if  not  superior  to,  the  public  school. 
And  so  with  my  friends  in  the  early  days  of 
legislation  in  this  state,  we  urged  and  secured 
the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  the  levy  of 
a  limited  tax  for  the  support  of  a  public  library. 
About  that  time  a  young  man  was  graduated 
from  Dartmouth  College,  I  think  in  1877,  who 
had  in  his  college  days  distinguished  himself 
as  a  crank  and  freak  in  books.  My  attention 
was  drawn  to  him,  especially,  because  a  mem- 
ber of  my  family  was  in  the  same  class.  I  fol- 
lowed that  man  as  well  as  I  could,  through  the 
varied  fortunes  of  a  somewhat  wandering  life. 
Into  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  the  insurance 
business  ;  a  preacher,  an  engineer  of  the  rail- 
road ;  a  member  of  a  national  geological  com- 
mission. It  was  while  he  was  a  member  of  the 
latter,  it  is  said  (while  occupying  a  wigwam  in 
company  with  a  band  of  Ute  Indians)  that  he 
was  lost  one  night  in  the  wigwam,  and  discov- 
ered under  a  pile  of  periodicals,  newspapers, 
and  books !  It  has  always  been  a  fair  question 
how  he,  hundreds  of  miles  from  civilization, 
living  in  a  Ute  camp,  was  able  to  obtain  books. 
An  intimate  early  friend  of  his  has  told  me 
that  he  was  never  found  in  those  early  days 
except  behind  a  rampart  made  of  books.  Now 
you  may  understand  how,  when  the  time  came 
that  we  were  able  to  engage  a  librarian,  that 
we  asked  John  Cotton  Dana  to  take  charge. 
And  you  may  understand  how  justified  we 
were  in  our  delight  when  he  consented  ;  be- 
cause this  institution,  which  you  see  to-day, 
has  probably  been  built  by  him,  directed  by 
him,  maintained  by  him,  and  its  great  efficiency 
created  and  executed  by  him. 


The  relations  of  the  library  to  the  schools  of 
this  city  are  most  intimate.  In  the  schools  of 
this  district,  numbering  upwards  of  ten  thousand 
boys  and  girls,  perhaps  not  one  can  be  found 
who  has  not  felt  directly  the  effects  of  this 
library.  Whether  a  great  library  should  be  in- 
timately  connected  with  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  conducted  by  the  school  authority,  or 
whether  it  should  be  managed  by  the  municipal 
authorities  directly,  or  by  a  private  corporation; 
these  three  questions  are  properly  for  you, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  decide.  You  expect 
me,  from  my  position,  to  believe — and  I  do  — 
that  the  proper  authority  for  the  conduct  of  the 
public  library  is  the  authority  that  has  the 
conduct  of  the  public  schools.  I  believe  a 
Board  of  Education  intelligently  erected,  with 
the  usual  authority  to  educate  the  people,  is 
the  proper  authority  for  the  management  and 
direction  of  the  public  library. 

You  have  noticed  that  we  are  limited  for 
room  and  accommodations  in  our  public  library 
facilities.  We  trust  at  some  time  to  have  a 
library  building  commensurate  with  our  deserts 
and  our  abilities.  Perhaps  from  a  donation 
from  some  wealthy  man ;  perhaps  from  the 
public  purse.  If  you  will  adjust  the  silver 
business  when  you  return  to  the  East,  and  we 
are  placed  financially  in  as  prosperous  days  as 
we  were  before  the  fall,  the  library  building 
will  come  the  earlier. 

No  body  of  people  were  ever  more  welcome 
to  this  city  than  the  librarians  of  the  country. 
You  are  people  of  few  words  from  the  tongue, 
but  you  are  people  of  millions  of  words  from 
the  .pen.  Trusting  you  will  remember  your 
visit  and  stay  in  Denver  with  pleasure,  and 
that  you  will  enjoy  your  stay  in  Colorado,  per- 
mit me  to  retire. 

Pres.  UTivEY. — I  wish  to  say  in  reference  to 
the  next  topic  on  our  program  ("Ships'  Libra- 
ries"), that  Lieutenant  Winterhalter  expected, 
when  this  topic  was  proposed,  to  be  present  at 
this  meeting.  He  was  ordered  to  Honolulu, 
however,  and  obliged  to  sail  from  San  Fran- 
cisco on  the  7th.  He  passed  through  Detroit 
on  his  way  west,  and  then  had  his  paper  and 
the  exhibits  to  be  shown  in  connection  there- 
with, almost  in  order.  He  informed  me  that 
he  would  complete  and  forward  them  from  San 
Francisco  in  time  to  be  presented  to  the  meet- 
ing. They  have  not  arrived,  so  we  are  neces- 
sarily deprived  of  any  discussion  of  the  subject. 
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Successive  papers  were  heard  on 

IMPROPER  BOOKS, 

from  Miss  THERESA  H.  WEST  (see  p.  32) ; 
G:  T.  CLARK  (seep,  jj);  J.  N.  LARNED  (see 
P"  35)  >  read  by  Miss  West,  in  his  absence  ;  and 
W:  H.  BRETT  (see  p.  36),  the  latter  delivered 
orally. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — The  names  of  Mr.  Whelpley 
and  Mr.  Hosmer  are  noted  upon  the  program 
as  having  consented  to  discuss  this  question. 
Mr.  Whelpley  I  heard  from ;  he  has  found  it 
impossible,  up  to  the  last  moment,  to  furnish 
a  paper.  Mr.  Hosmer  I  have  no  word  from. 

Dr.  G:  E.  WIRE  read  his  paper  on 

HOW  SHOULD  A  LIBRARIAN  READ? 

(Seep.  16.) 
Miss  KATHARINE  Iv.  SHARP  read  her  paper  on 

LIBRARIES  IN  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

(See  p.  5.) 

Miss  M.  E.  AHERN. — I,  for  one,  want  to  thank 
Miss  Sharp  for  the  presentation  of  the  subject, 
libraries  in  secondary  schools,  as  she  has  given 
it  this  afternoon.  We  have  in  Indiana  what  is 
termed  the  Teachers'  Reading  Circle,  and  also 
what  is  called  Young  People's  Reading  Circle. 
Unfortunately  we  have  drifted  away  from  a 
very  useful  system  of  township  libraries  estab- 
lished there  for  a  good  many  years,  but  which 
was  broken  up  by  the  advent  of  the  war.  The 
school  children  of  the  country  districts  are, 
therefore,  altogether  dependent  for  their  mis- 
cellaneous reading  on  the  work  that  is  supplied 
by  the  Y.  P.  R.  C.  and  the  T.  R.  C. 

We  have  in  our  state  but  few  large  libraries 
and  we  are  not  in  contact  with  any  of  the 
library  schools ;  so  but  few  of  the  librarians 
are  informed  in  the  modern  library  methods  as 
followed  in  the  large  libraries  in  other  states. 
These  few  librarians,  however,  are  always  will- 
ing to  extend  the  benefit  of  their  knowledge 
and  helpfulness,  so  far  as  they  can,  to  the  new 
libraries  that  are  starting  up ;  and  especially  to 
the  overworked  teachers,  for  such  they  are,  in 
building  up  the  sentiment  in  favor  of  district 
libraries  growing  out  of  the  Reading  Circles.  I 
have  many  times  been  at  a  loss  just  what  to 
suggest,  because  the  knowledge  of  libraries 
which  I  have  gained  has  come,  for  the  most 
part,  from  experience  in  my  particular  line  of 
work. 


I  desire  to  acknowledge  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  some  of  the  leading  members  in  the  library 
profession  whose  work  and  advice  have  been 
of  benefit  to  me;  and  so  I  feel  particularly 
grateful  for  what  Miss  Sharp  has  presented  to 
us  this  afternoon.  I  want  to  urge  the  experi- 
enced librarians  who  are  in  touch  with  those 
districts  where  the  school  libraries  are  being 
started  to  extend  to  them  as  far  as  possible 
whatever  knowledge  may  be  had  that  will  help 
them  in  getting  established.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  may  feel  like  doing  this,  but  I  do 
know  that  if  you  find  a  teacher  interested  in 
starting  school  libraries  of  any  kind,  you  will 
find  a  ready  listener  and  a  most  grateful  recipi- 
ent of  any  information  concerning  the  easy 
practical  rules  for  carrying  on  the  small  libra- 
ries. 

C:  ALEX.  NELSON. — I  have  a  word  to  add  on 
this  very  timely  topic.  The  catalog  of  the 
Cambridge  high  school  library,  published  by 
Dr.  Ezra  Abbot,  when  he  was  a  teacher  in  that 
school,  was  probably  the  book  that  made  me  a 
librarian.  I  know  just  how  to  appreciate  the 
work:that  can  be  done  by  the  librarian  of  the 
high  school.  I  remember  that  after  I  entered 
Harvard  College  the  first  book  I  read  was  at  the 
suggestion  of  Dr.  Abbot.  It  was  a  little  book 
called  King  Rent's  Daughter,  and  is  one  of  the 
prettiest  pieces  of  dramatic  literature  that  we 
have. 

On  this  topic,  as  well  as  some  other  things 
that  we  discussed  this  morning,  there  seems  to 
be  some  hidden  influence  at  work  ;  there  must 
be  something  in  the  air ;  interest  in  this  topic 
is  spreading  throughout  the  country.  At  the 
beginning  of  next  month  New  Jersey  takes 
into  her  State  Normal  School  library  a  member 
of  this  Association  (a  member  of  the  first 
library  school  class)  as  a  librarian,  with  the 
idea  that  lectures  shall  be  given  to  the  teach- 
ers, instructing  them  in  the  use  of  reference 
books,  and  books  in  general.  Now,  this  is 
done,  perhaps,  in  some  other  states,  but  there 
are  not  many  that  do  this  in  the  normal  schools. 
But  this  work  is  spreading,  and  this  paper  of 
Miss  Sharp's  will,  I  hope,  not  only  be  published 
in  the  Library  Journal,  but  also  in  some  edu- 
cational journals  where  it  will  reach  all  the 
normal  schools  in  the  country,  particularly 
their  superintendents.  Pro?.  Butler,  President 
of  the  National  Educational  Association  at  the 
Denver  meeting,  is  much  interested  in  this 
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subject  aud  has  talked  up  this  work.  I  con- 
gratulate Miss  Sharp  on  the  admirable  paper 
she  has  given  us  to-day. 

Miss  CAROLINE  M.  HEWINS. — It  is  only  late- 
ly that  we  have  been  able  to  work  with  the  high 
school.  The  books  in  the  high  school  library, 
a  good  one,  do  not  go  out  for  the  reason  that 
the  library  does  not  buy  duplicates.  With  the 
help  of  one  of  the  teachers,  a  young  enthusiastic 
college  woman,  we  are  trying  to  bring  the  high 
school  classes  and  our  library  very  near  to- 
gether. She  is  teaching  English  history  this 
year.  We  have  mimeographed  a  list  for  every 
member  of  her  class.  I  have  copies  here  —  a 
list  of  novels  in  connection  with  English  his- 
tory, divided  into  periods,  and  also  some  sug- 
gestions for  their  use ;  besides  that,  the  informa- 
tion that  other  books  connected  with  English 
history,  were  in  our  reference  room,  to  be 
freely  handled ;  some  of  them  to  be  allowed 
to  go  out,  and  some  not.  On  the  lower  shelf 
we  have  illustrated  books  connected  with 
the  period  the  class  is  studying.  They  have  in 
school  the  illustrated  editions  of  Green's  His- 
tory, but  we  put  ours  there,  besides  books  like 
Clark's  Mediaeval  Military  Architecture,  and 
whatever  else  we  have.  (This  year  we  have 
been  filling  up  the  history  section  in  the 
A.  I,.  A.  catalog.)  On  the  shelf  above,  we 
have  the  novels  and  interesting  biographies 
connected  with  the  period  that  the  class  is 
studying,  and  the  teacher  and  I  have  it  under- 
stood that  one  or  the  other,  or  both  of  us,  will 
be  at  the  service  of  the  class  every  Friday 
afternoon. 

Boys  and  girls  of  fourteen,  fifteen,  and  six- 
teen are  not  very  much  given  to  spending  their 
afternoons  in  a  library  which  is  purely  a  refer- 
ence one  for  scholars.  But  we  have  brought 
down  to  the  shelves  in  our  little  reference  room 
books  from  the  Watkinson  Library  that  they 
would  never  think  of  looking  at  by  themselves 
(illustrated  volumes  of  Archaeologia,  with  pic- 
tures of  Roman  tombs  and  Roman  lamps,  and 
books  of  armor  and  costumes,  etc.),  and  on 
Friday  afternoons  the  teacher  and  I  spread  our 
nets  very  carefully  and  catch  as  many  boys  and 
girls  as  we  can.  Sometimes  it  is  only  three  or 
four,  or  half  a  dozen,  but  one  or  the  other  of 
us  is  there  to  tell  them  interesting  things  that 
they  will  find,  and  say,  "You  won't  care  to 
read  the  whole  of  this  through,  but  you  will 
find  something  that  will  interest  you  on  such 


and  such  a  page."  I  tell  them  that  there  are 
Bayeux  tapestry  pictures  in  one  book  that  are 
funnier  than  anything  in  Puck,  and  that  they 
can  find  some  of  the  same  pictures  in  a  volume 
of  Scribner's  for  five  or  six  years  back,  and 
take  them  home.  In  that  way  we  are  grad- 
ually drawing  a  class  in  the  high  school  into  a 
closer  relation  not  only  with  the  books  in 
school  but  with  those  in  the  public  library. 

W:  H.  BRETT. — I  wish  to  emphasize  the  re- 
mark made  by  Mr.  Nelson,  as  I  believe  that 
this  paper  of  Miss  Sharp  should  be  published 
in  a  separate  form.  It  contains  a  large  amount 
of  valuable  information,  and  suggestions  which 
will  be  very  valuable,  not  only  in  school  libra- 
ries but  in  libraries  of  all  sorts,  about  helpful 
methods  in  making  a  library  useful.  I  am  sure 
that  it  will  answer  many  questions  which  are 
frequently  asked  of  the  librarians  of  every  im- 
portant library,  the  questions  that  come  from 
those  who  are  starting  libraries,  and  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  such  a  pamphlet  to  refer  to. 

The  President  read  a  letter  from  GEORGE 
It,ES  to  the  Publishing  Section,  relative  to  the 
forthcoming  issue  of  annotated  lists  of  books, 
edited  for  the  Section  by  Mrs.  Augusta  H. 
Leypoldt  and  Mr.  lies,  and  to  be  sold  through 
the  Library  Bureau.  For  editorial  services  no 
charge  is  made,  and  a  few  mss.  for  the  lists 
were  supplied  gratis  ;  Mr.  lies  has  paid  for  the 
others  and  contributes  $250  towards  advertising 
expenses,  as  a  gift  to  the  Section. 

Adjourned  at  5.00  p.  M. 

SIXTH  SESSION. 

(WINDSOR  HOTEL,  THURSDAY  EVENING, 
AUGUST  15.) 

President  UTLEY  called  the  meeting  to  order 
at  8.30  P.  M.,  and  announced  the  following 
committee  on  Memorial  to  Dr.  Poole  :  F:  M. 
Crunden,  W:  I.  Fletcher,  Dr.  G:  E.  Wire  and 
J.  N.  Wing. 

Also  as  tellers  for  the  election  of  officers  at 
the  seventh  session  :  F.  C.  Patten  and  G:  T. 
Clark. 

The  President  stated  that  the  program  com- 
mittee had  endeavored  to  arrange  for  papers  to 
be  asked  of  those  only  who  could  be  in  attend- 
ance at  this  Conference  ;  but  that  finally,  owing 
to  sickness  and  other  causes,  several  members 
who  had  prepared  papers  to  read  at  this  session 
were  not  present. 
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In  the  absence  of  S:  H.  RANCK,  the  Recor- 
der read  his  paper  on 

NEED  OF    ADDITIONAL,    COPYRIGHT    DEPOSITO- 
RIES. 

(Seep.  43.} 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF. — Some  action  should  be 
taken  on  the  suggestions  of  the  paper  read, 
and  I  think  they  should  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Public  Documents.  Voted. 

T:  T.  Woodruff  read  the  paper  of  C:  W. 
McCLiNTOCK  (the  latter  not  being  present),  on 

BEST  METHOD    OF    CHANGING  A  SUBSCRIPTION 
LIBRARY  TO  A  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

(Seep.  46.) 

Paper  by  A.  H.  HOPKINS,  in  his  absence,  was 
read  by  A.  E.  Whitaker,  on 

A  HANDBOOK  OF  LIBRARY  ECONOMY. 

(See  p.  41.) 

Miss  Caroline  H.  Garland,  in  the  absence  of 
G:  T.  LITTLE,  read  the  paper  of  the  latter  on 

HELPING  INQUIRERS. 

(Seep.  19-} 

The  President  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  JOHN 
G.  AMES,  Chief  of  Document  Division  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C.,  dated 
August  12,  1895,  which  received  hearty  ap- 
plause. The  principal  part  of  the  communica- 
tion is  as  follows : 

' '  I  regret  very  much  that  I  had  not  previously 
known  of  the  intention  of  the  librarians  to 
pass  a  few  hours  in  Washington  on  their  west- 
ern trip,  as  I  should  have  certainly  tried  to 
meet  them.  It  would  have  been  very  pleasant 
for  me  to  have  renewed  an  acqaintance  with 
many  of  them  made  at  the  Lake  Placid  Confer- 
ence. It  would  have  been  still  more  pleasant 
to  have  accompanied  them  to  Denver,  had  this 
been  at  all  practicable. 

"It  is  not  probable,  I  think,  that  the  subject 
of  public  documents  will  receive  anything 
more  than  casual  attention  at  the  present  Con- 
ference, as  I  imagine  there  will  be  a  general 
disposition  before  any  further  discussion  of  the 
matter  is  had,  to  await  the  results  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  new  law,  the  enactment  of 
which  the  last  year  has  witnessed.  It  has  been 
intimated  to  me  that  in  some  quarters,  at  least, 


occasional  disappointment  is  being  felt  over 
the  results  which  have  followed  the  passage  of 
this  law.  I  am,  however,  inclined  to  think 
that  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  be  fully  executed, 
there  will  be  general  satisfaction  on  the  part 
of  our  librarians.  Of  course,  during  the  period 
while  the  new  office  is  being  organized  and  put 
in  thorough  running  order,  there  will  certainly 
be  some  confusion  and  some  delay.  The  work 
is  too  large  and  too  complicated  to  be  organ- 
ized or  systematized  under  the  new  adminis- 
tration, in  a  week  or  a  month ;  but  when  the 
facilities  which  are  being  put  at  the  disposal 
of  Mr.  Crandall,  the  new  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  are  fully  provided,  and  he  has  the 
work  thoroughly  in  hand,  I  trust  that  it  will  be 
found  that  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  are 
working  altogether  to  the  satisfaction  and  the 
advantage  of  our  public  libraries.  Mr.  Cran- 
dall, under  these  provisions,  is  able  to  com- 
mand the  services  of  an  adequate  number  of 
thoroughly  qualified  assistants,  which  has 
never,  hitherto,  been  the  case,  so  that  when 
once  he  has  his  work  in  hand,  there  will  be,  or 
need  be,  no  delay  whatever  in  the  distribution 
of  documents  and  in  the  preparation  of  cata- 
logues and  indexes.  The  one  great  difficulty 
under  which  I  always  labored  from  the  impos- 
sibility of  securing  of  adequate  assistants,  was 
that  the  great  burden  of  extra  work  of  prepar- 
ing lists,  indexes,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  work  of 
exchange,  fell  upon  myself;  but  these  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassments  are  now  happily  re- 
moved by  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  which 
authorize,  without  limit,  the  employment  of 
all  needed  assistants. 

"As  members  of  the  A.  I,.  A.  are  aware,  the 
bill  originally  presented,  and  which  was  dis- 
cussed at  the  Lake  Placid  Conference,  was,  in 
some  respects,  materially  modified  by  amend- 
ments presented  by  the  Senate  committee,  and 
afterwards  adopted  by  both  houses  of  Congress. 
One  result  of  these  amendments  has  been  the 
transfer  of  the  entire  work  committed  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  from  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  to  the  Government 
Printing  office,  and  the  appointment  there  of 
Mr.  Crandall  as  Superintendent  of  Documents. 
I  have  learned  of  the  very  warm  interest  which 
many  librarians  manifested  in  having  me 
transferred  with  the  office,  and  of  their  hearty 
recommendations  to  this  effect  to  the  Public 
Printer.  This  interest  has  been  very  deeply 
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and  gratefully  appreciated  by  me.  It  seemed, 
however,  best  in  the  view  of  the  appointing 
power,  that  a  new  man  be  placed  in  charge  of 
the  new  office.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Mr. 
Crandall  seems  very  thoroughly  interested  in 
his  work,  and  determined  to  do  whatever  is 
possible  to  make  his  office  subserve  the  inter- 
ests of  our  libraries  and  the  public  at  large. 
The  work  of  the  office  is,  I  imagine,  much 
larger  and  more  complicated  than  he,  at  first, 
anticipated,  but  I  am  sure  he  will  strive  to 
make  his  administration  entirely  satisfactory 
to  library  interests. 

"  It  is  probable  that  when  Congress  meets  at 
the  approaching  session  quite  a  number  of 
amendments  to  the  new  law  will  be  proposed, 
as,  undoubtedly,  several  of  the  executive  de- 
partments of  the  government  are  dissatisfied 
with  certain  of  its  provisions.  The  A.  L.  A. 
will  also,  perhaps,  desire  to  suggest  other 
amendments ;  if  so,  it  will  be  well  that  such 
amendments  be  carefully  considered  and  form- 
ulated, and  then  entrusted  to  the  committee  on 
Public  Documents  for  presentation  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  next  session.  It  is,  I  think,  desir- 
able that  all  such  amendments  should  be  pre- 
sented early  so  that  they  can  be  considered 
together  by  the  Congressional  committees. 

"  As  I  view  the  subject,  nearly  everything 
that  was  desired  by  the  A.  L.  A.  is  embraced 
in  the  new  law,  which  secures  to  libraries  not 
only  the  documents  hitherto  sent  them  but 
almost  all  other  government  publications  of 
any  value.  It  also  provides  for  giving  prefer- 
ence in  the  matter  of  binding  to  documents 
designed  for  public  depositories.  The  benefit 
of  this  last  provision  will  probably  not  be  real- 
ized for  several  months,  at  least ;  not  until  the 
Public  Printer  has  time  to  clear  away  some  of 
the  accumulated  stock  of  documents  awaiting 
binding ;  but  probably  within  six  months  or  a 
year,  documents  published  for  distribution  to 
libraries  will  begin  to  be  very  promptly  re- 
ceived. Then,  again,  entirely  adequate  pro- 
vision is  made  for  monthly  catalogues  and  for 
yearly  indexes  of  government  publications, 
which  catalogues  and  indexes  will,  I  think, 
prove  almost  invaluable  to  all  persons  hand- 
ling public  documents.  Taking  everything 
into  consideration,  it  seems  to  me  that  library 
interests  have  been  very  largely  subserved  by 
the  passage  of  the  new  law,  and  that  even  if 
six  or  twelve  months  more  are  required  for 


perfecting  the  machinery  of  the  new  office  and 
the  securing  of  the  benefits  involved,  the 
members  of  the  Association  may  well  await 
the  issue  with  patience. 

"I  am,  myself,  glad  to  be  still  in  position, 
where  if  opportunity  occurs,  I  may  be  able  to 
assist  in  securing  modifications  of  the  law.  and 
any  new  legislation  which  may  seem  desirable. 
While  having  no  relation  whatever  to  the  new 
office,  I  am  still  at  my  old  stand  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  under  a  new  title.  The 
range  of  my  work  is,  however,  very  much 
more  limited,  being  that  of  supervising  the 
distribution  of  the  publications  of  the  Depart- 
ment itself.  This  will,  I  hope,  afford  oppor- 
tunity for  me  to  take  up  some  lines  of  indexing 
of  documents  in  which  I  may  yet  be  able  to 
render  efficient,  and  I  trust,  acceptable  service 
both  to  our  librarians  and  to  the  public  at 
large. ' ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson  it  was  unanimously 
Voted. — That  the  American  Library  Association 
hereby  extends  cordial  greetings  to  the  Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical  Association,  with  congrat- 
ulations on  the  pleasant  auspices  under  which 
we  are  each  holding  our  meetings  in  Denver  at 
the  same  time. 

An  official  copy  of  the  same  was  immediately 
sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  A.  Ph.  A. 

Adjourned  at  9.00  p.  M. 

SEVENTH  SESSION. 

(HIGH  SCHOOL   BUILDING,   TUESDAY  MORN- 
ING, AUGUST  16.) 

Pres.  UTLEY  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
9.25  A.  M. 

BALLOTING  FOR  OFFICERS. 

The  program  named  this  as  the  first  order  of 
business  for  the  session,  with  the  following 
statement : 

The  vote  will  be  taken  by  the  Australian 
ballot  system.  The  names  of  all  the  candi- 
dates will  be  printed  on  the  ballot,  and  in  vot- 
ing, the  members  will  check  the  name  of  the 
individual  of  their  choice  for  each  office.  The 
executive  board  is  required  to  make  up  this 
ballot  and  to  place  on  it  not  less  than  three 
nominees  for  each  office,  including  names  filed 
with  the  secretary  48  hours  before  the  election 
by  at  least  five  members  of  the  Association. 

W:  H.  BRETT.— Before  the  chair  directsithe 
ballots  to  be  cast  for  the  officers  of  this  Asso- 
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elation,  I  wish  to  withdraw  my  name  from 
consideration  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
I  do  this,  not  because  I  am  unappreciative  of 
the  honor  of  this  nomination,  but  because  I 
intend,  at  the  proper  time,  to  present  an  invi- 
tation to  this  Association,  which,  if  it  is  ac- 
cepted, as  I  trust  it  will  be,  will  afford  me  both 
honor  and  occupation  for  next  year. 

In  thus  withdrawing,  I  wish  to  thank  those 
who  have  thought  so  well  of  me  as  to  place  me 
in  nomination,  and  to  assure  the  Association 
that  I  appreciate  the  honor.  May  I  ask  each 
member  having  a  ballot  to  draw  a  line  through 
iny  name  as  it  stands  there. 

The  ballots  were  then  collected ;  pending 
their  count  and  report  of  the  tellers,  W:  R. 
EASTMAN,  chairman  of  the 

COMMITTEE  ON  PI,ACE  OF  NEXT  MEETING 

made  verbal  report  recommending  a  vote  rela- 
tive to  the  invitation  from  the  L.  A.  U.  K. 
The  report  was  referred  back  to  the  committee 
for  amendment ;  after  which  it  was  again  pre- 
sented and  adopted,  as  follows : 

Voted. — That  we  have  received  with  great 
satisfaction  the  proposals  for  an  International 
Conference  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  the  L.  A.  U.  K. 
in  Great  Britain,  at  some  time  in  the  near 
future,  and  promise  that  this  Association  will 
enter  heartily  into  such  plans  to  that  effect  as 
may  be  made  by  future  Conferences. 

But  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  meeting  that 
the  near  approach  of  the  Grand  Exposition  at 
Paris  in  the  year  1900  points  to  that  date  as 
the  one  to  be  chosen  for  a  gathering  of  the 
librarians  of  the  world. 

W:  R.  EASTMAN,  for  the  same  committee, 
reported  as  follows : 

We  have  received  three  invitations  from 
localities  specially  interested.  A  strong  plea 
comes  from  Philadelphia,  wishing  us  to  cele- 
brate in  that  city  the  twentieth  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation ;  stating  also,  that  in  their  effort  to 
organize  a  free  library  movement  Philadelphia 
needs  the  help  to  be  derived  from  such  a  meet- 
ing. We  have  a  letter  from  the  president  of 
the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  paper 
signed  by  six  or  seven  of  the  presidents  of  the 
leading  libraries  of  that  city  and  vicinity.  But 
it  seemed  to  the  committee  that  next  year  we 
had  better  not  go  quite  so  far  to  the  east  as 
Philadelphia.  The  committee  had  also  in 


mind  that  if,  perchance,  we  should  go  to  Lon- 
don in  1897,  we  would  want  a  meeting  on  the 
sea  coast  at  that  time. 

The  other  two  places  urged  for  the  Confer- 
ence are  Cleveland  and  Chautauqua  Lake. 
There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  each.  Cleve- 
land has  a  centennial  exposition  in  prospect  to 
celebrate,  the  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of 
the  city.  We  all  know  what  a  favorable  city 
it  is  for  conventions,  and  how  much  is  desir- 
able about  it.  Chautauqua  Lake,  a  lake  of 
twenty  miles  in  length,  has  the  city  of  James- 
town at  one  end,  and  the  Chautauqua  Assem- 
bly grounds  at  the  other,  and  fine  hotels.  The 
mayor  of  Jamestown,  who  is  secretary  of  the 
library  there,  sends  a  very  urgent  letter  asking 
us  to  come,  as  indeed,  he  asked  us  a  year  ago 
to  come.  Between  these  two  the  committee  is 
not  willing  to  recommend.  We  think  it  ought 
not  to  rest  with  three  individuals  to  decide 
between  two  places,  either  of  which  would 
accommodate  the  meeting  and  receive  us  cor- 
dially. For  that  reason  we  recommend  that 
the  Association  declare  its  preference,  and,  if 
you  are  willing  to  give  the  time,  we  should  be 
glad  that  Miss  Hazeltine  and  Mr.  Brett  should 
be  heard  on  this  subject. 

In  reference  to  the  question  of  time,  another 
matter  laid  before  the  committee,  if  we  go  to 
Cleveland,  we  should  prefer  probably  to  go 
late  in  August,  leaving  time  for  a  post  confer- 
ence trip  to  Mackinac  Island.  If  we  go  to 
Chautauqua  it  would  be  better  to  choose  the 
first  or  second  week  in  August  on  account  of 
the  Assembly,  which  closes  about  the  2Oth.  So 
the  question  of  time  will  depend  on  the  ques- 
tion of  place. 

.  Miss  M.  E.  HAZEI/TINE. — It  is  difficult,  when 
we  are  in  the  midst  of  beautiful  scenery,  to 
present  a  picture  of  another  beautiful  scene 
that  is  entirely  different.  Chautauqua  Lake  is 
a  very  lovely  place.  I  wish  I  could  bring  it 
before  you  for  a  moment,  a  lake  of  blue  framed 
in  hills  of  green ;  a  lake  twenty  miles  long 
with  varied  shores,  with  wooded  hillsides,  with 
all  things  beautiful  about  it ;  with  ample  hotel 
accommodations,  with  cordial  people,  every- 
thing that  you  could  wish.  Then  there  are  the 
delights  of  a  retired  lakeside  resort,  where 
rowing,  sailing  and  boating  of  all  kinds  are  at 
your  pleasure ;  where  there  is  fresh  water 
bathing ;  where  there  is  some  of  the  best  fish- 
ing in  New  York  State ;  also,  if  you  prefer, 
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many  cosy  nooks  where  a  book  will  be  pleas- 
ant company.  And  then  there  are  the  drives 
when  sessions  are  over  for  the  day,  or  ad- 
journed for  an  afternoon  ;  a  coaching  trip  to 
the  famous  Chautauqua  grape  region,  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  drives  in  the  entire  State, 
and  where  you  can  have  grapes  to  your  heart's 
content ;  another  coaching  trip  to  Panama 
Rocks,  a  peculiar  geological  formation ;  and 
many  drives  along  the  lake  and  over  the 
hills. 

Jamestown,  a  city  of  twenty  thousand  and 
more,  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  will  be  ready  to 
welcome  you,  and  assist  in  your  entertainment; 
to  give  you  a  drive  about  the  city  or  ride  in  the 
trolley  cars ;  to  show  you  the  factories,  for  it  is 
a  city  of  factories.  Two  of  the  largest  woolen 
industries  in  the  United  States  are  there,  the 
Fentou  Metallic  Works,  where  library  shelving 
is  made — doubtless  you  could  secure  good 
rates  for  new  libraries — furniture  and  shoe  fac- 
tories, in  fine,  everything  in  the  line  of  manu- 
factures. You  will  be  received  into  our  homes 
and  entertained  by  the  people  of  Jamestown, 
who  will  be  responsible  for  your  pleasure,  even 
though  your  headquarters  are  at  one  of  the 
resorts  on  the  lake.  So  we  invite  you  because 
we  think  it  is  a  spot  that  would  enchant  you. 

Then  we  appeal  to  you  to  come  and  help  us, 
because  we  are  in  a  very  poverty-stricken  con- 
dition library -wise.  Buffalo  .and  Jamestown 
are  about  the  only  places  in  Western  New  York 
than  can  boast  of  libraries.  There  are  a  few 
scattered  between  these  points,  but  not  many. 
We  are  far  behind  the  times,  and  it  would  be 
of  inestimable  benefit  to  Western  New  York  if 
one  of  these  enthusiastic  meetings  could  be 
held  there.  And  my  strongest  point  is  that 
you  plan  to  come  during  the  term  of  the  famous 
Chautauqua  summer  school,  hold  your  ses- 
sions at  some  quiet  point  on  the  lake,  and  one 
day  go  to  Chautauqua  itself,  and  have  a  Library 
Day.  Have  for  your  meetings  the  amphi- 
theatre, which  will  seat  hundreds,  where  you 
can-  reach  people  from  all  over  the  United 
States  and  from  other  countries,  so  you  will 
reach  not  only  Western  New  York,  but  on  that 
Library  Day  you  would  come  in  touch  with  all 
the  world.  I  am  sure  that  Bishop  Vincent 
would  gladly  arrange  for  such  a  day  on  the 
Chautauqua  program. 

For  a  post-conference,  several  delightful  ex- 
cursions could  be  planned.    Some  there  always 
II 


are  who  do  not  care  to  include  that  part,  but 
prefer  a  resting  time.  These  could  remain  in 
some  cottage,  enjoying  hours  of  recreation, 
lectures  at  Chautauqua,  steamboat  rides  over 
the  lake,  or  quiet  rest.  Those  who  take  the 
post-conference,  could  go  to  Buffalo  or  Cleve- 
land, and  from  either  point  take  the  trip  of  the 
lakes.  Or  a  trip  through  Central  New  York, 
with  its  chain  of  lakes,  Cayuga,  Seneca,  Oneida, 
with  Watkins  Glen — and  a  visit  to  the  Cornell 
Library  would  be  delightful.  Yet  another  trip 
could  be  planned  to  the  Thousand  Islands, 
with  a  glimpse  of  Niagara  on  the  way.  And 
yet  others  might  be  suggested.  As  to  rates  and 
accommodations,  all  roads  lead  to  Chautauqua 
in  summer  ;  excursion  rates  from  all  points  to 
Chautauqua  are  customary,  and  for  a  company 
of  this  kind,  I  am  sure  that  very  low  rates 
could  be  secured.  The  Erie  road  is  a  trunk 
line,  and  could  bring  you  from  east  and  west 
directly  to  the  lake.  Buffalo  is  only  seventy 
miles  distant,  and  many  could  come  over  the 
New  York  Central,  Lake  Shore  and  other 
roads,  all  of  which  connect  with  Jamestown 
and  the  lake.  And  for  hotel  accommodations — 
come  and  see  for  yourselves.  All  that,  we  have 
for  you.  I  earnestly  hope  that  you  will  con- 
sider the  invitation. 

W:  H.  BRETT. — I  certainly  never  heard  a 
more  eloquent  presentation  of  an  invitation 
during  the  years  in  which  I  have  attended  the 
meetings  of  the  Association.  It  almost  con- 
vinces me  that  I  want  to  go  to  Chautauqua  my- 
self. I  need  hardly  speak  of  the  reputation  of 
Cleveland.  You  all  know  it  is  a  beautiful  city ; 
it  is  a  hospitable  city.  It  is  a  city  accustomed 
to  having  meetings  and  taking  care  of  them. 
We  have  had  in  the  last  two  years  some  of  the 
largest  meetings,  as  for  instance,  the  Christian 
Endeavor  Convention  last  year,  and  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Republican  Club  this  year ;  both  of 
which  were  very  handsomely  entertained.  We 
had  in  February  a  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  School  Superintendents,  and  I 
believe  every  person  who  attended  these  meet- 
ings went  away  feeling  gratified  and  enthusi- 
astic over  Cleveland,  and  wanting  to  come 
back  again.  The  hotel  accommodations  are 
ample.  At  the  Hollenden  Hotel,  which  is 
only  two  blocks  away  from  the  library  build- 
ing, the  entire  Association  could  be  accommo- 
dated with  plenty  of  comfort.  There  is  an 
assembly  room  in  the  library  building,  which 
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would  be  a  convenient  one  to  meet  in ;  there 
are  ample  parlors  at  the  hotel  also. 

There  are  many  things  of  interest  about 
Cleveland ;  the  electric  car  lines,  I  think,  are 
among  the  very  best  in  the  country.  Cleve- 
land, although  not  known  especially  as  a  sum- 
mer resort,  may  almost  deserve  to  be  so  called, 
because  it  is  the  summer  home  of  a  great  many 
people  from  the  interior.  Adjoining  the  city 
is  Edgewater  Park,  where  there  are  bathing 
facilities  that  cannot  be  excelled  away  from 
salt  water,  convenient  of  access  by  the  electric 
cars,  and  only  about  thirty  minutes  from  the 
centre  of  the  city. 

Near  Cleveland  are  several  other  lakeside 
resorts,  that  are  beautiful,  and  convenient  of 
access.  I  think,  in  case  our  invitation  is  ac- 
cepted, that  Mr.  Utley  desires  to  have  the 
Association  spend  a  day  in  Detroit.  Put-in- 
Bay,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places 
in  the  country,  and  of  historical  interest,  lies 
between  Cleveland  and  Detroit.  The  trip  from 
Detroit  could  be  made  in  the  daytime,  giving 
several  hours  at  Put-in-Bay,  reaching  Detroit 
in  the  evening.  Or  the  trip  can  be  made 
directly  to  Detroit  by  rail  or  boat.  Then 
just  above  Detroit  on  the  St.  Clair  river 
are  the  St.  Clair  flats,  which  are  un- 
like anything  else  in  the  country,  and  are 
delightful  summer  resorts ;  cottages  dotted 
along  the  St.  Clair  canal,  and  many  of  them 
built  on  piles  above  the  water,  which  is  abso- 
lutely clear  and  running  over  the  sand.  It  is 
beautifully  described  in  Litchfield's  "Little 
Venice."  After  the  meeting  is  over,  for  those 
who  do  not  care  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  long 
post-conference  trip,  Put-in-Bay,  or  the  St. 
Clair  flats  are  delightful  places  at  which  to 
spend  the  time  at  a  moderate  expense.  For 
those  who  care  for  it,  Mackinaw,  which  is 
reached  from  Cleveland  or  Detroit,  offers  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  the  coun- 
try. The  steamboats  run  from  Cleveland, 
connecting  with  others  from  Detroit.  In- 
cluding staterooms  and  meals,  the  four  days 
on  the  steamers  from  Cleveland  to  Mackinaw 
and  return  cost  nineteen  dollars ;  just  a  little 
more  than  it  would  cost  to  live  at  a  hotel  for 
the  same  time.  Mackinaw,  you  all  know,  is  a 
place  of  great  beauty  and  interest. 

The  reasons  which  I  have  thus  far  men- 
tioned will  probably  apply  equally  well  any 
other  year.  There  are,  however,  some  reasoris 


why  I  should  be  specially  glad  to  have  you 
come  next  year.  It  is  our  centennial  year. 
The  foundation  of  the  city  will  be  celebrated, 
and  preparations  are  being  made  to  that  end. 
It  is  proposed  to  hold  an  exposition  which  will 
probably  last  three  months,  and  a  large  amount 
of  money  is  being  raised  and  very  great  inter- 
est is  manifested  in  it,  so  that  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  be  a  marked  success.  I  will  read  a  letter 
received  since  I  came  here.  It  is  from  the 
director  general  of  the  exposition,  who  is  also 
president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  (Let- 
ter read.) 

Now  it  is  hoped,  in  connection  with  the  cen- 
tennial year,  to  take  advantage  of  the  interest 
and  sentiment  it  has  aroused,  and  bring  to 
a  focus  the  matter  of  a  new  city  hall  and  other 
public  buildings  ;  and  we  hope  to  bring  to  a 
conclusion  at  the  same  time  the  matter  of  a 
new  public  library,  of  which  we  are  in  great 
need.  While  I  hesitate  to  mention  this,  be- 
cause it  is  not  certain  by  any  means,  I  do  feel 
sure  that  if  the  Association  should  decide  to 
come  to  Cleveland  the  very  fact  that  they  were 
coming  would  help  the  matter  along  very 
greatly.  It  would  stimulate  the  interest  in 
library  matters  and  be  of  great  help  to  us.  If 
we  could,  we  should  be  glad  to  lay  the  corner 
stone  of  the  new  building  when  the  A.  L.  A.  is 
there.  One  of  the  features  of  the  exposition 
will  be  a  Library  Day.  I  have  talked  the  matter 
over  with  the  director  general  of  the  exposition 
more  fully  than  the  letter  indicates.  Library 
Day  at  Chautauqua  would  be  a  delightful 
day,  but  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  is  in  session 
every  year;  the  Cleveland  centennial  will  be 
celebrated  next  year  only.  Our  Library  Day 
would  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  us  there  next 
year.  Next  year,  also,  the  Hatch  Library, 
which  is  a  fine  building,  a  gift  to  the  Adelbert 
College  in  Cleveland,  will  be  opened.  These 
are  all  things  which  would  enter  into  making 
next  year  an  interesting  year  in  Cleveland,  and 
a  year  which  would  be  more  favorable  than  any 
other  in  which  to  have  the  Association  meet  in 
Cleveland. 

I  do  not  intend  to  say  a  word  against  Chau- 
tauqua. It  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  places 
in  the  world ;  but  there  are  one  or  two  things 
which  we  might  fairly  take  into  consideration. 
We  can  go  to  Chautauqua  any  year;  we  met 
in  New  York  State  last  year,  and  it  seems  fair 
that  the  Associatipn  should  go  a  little  farther 
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west.  Cleveland  can  offer  all  the  advantages 
of  any  point  in  the  central  states  in  the  way  of 
convenient  access  and  favorable  railroad  rates. 
Half-fare  rates  can  be  had  from  any  point  to 
Cleveland  if  there  is  a  sufficient  number  to  go, 
and  the  regular  two-third  rates  can  certainly  be 
had.  I  think  that  Cleveland  offers  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  any  city  can  offer,  and  there  are 
those  special  reasons  which  I  have  mentioned 
why  next  year  will  be  the  most  favorable  year 
of  all  to  have  you  come.  I  most  cordially  hope 
you  will  decide  so  to  do. 

Remarks  were  made  by  H  :  J.  Carr  and  F :  M. 
Crunden  in  favor  of  Cleveland. 

Miss  M.  E.  HAZELTINE. — Although  I  shall 
have  a  greatly  disappointed  constituency 
awaiting  me  (especially  in  Jamestown,  where 
we  had  very  much  hoped  to  welcome  the  As- 
sociation next  year),  yet,  because  of  the  exist- 
ing conditions,  if  you  will  come  to  Chautauqua 
soon,  before  the  year  1900,  I  will  withdraw  in 
favor  of  Cleveland  and  Mr.  Brett. 

E.  H.  ANDERSON. — I  came  here  with  the 
intention  of  asking  the  Association  to  spend  a 
day  in  Pittsburg  in  case  the  conference  should 
be  held  in  Chautauqua.  Since  I  have  found 
how  much  it  means  to  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library  to  have  it  held  there,  I  have  decided 
not  to  extend  the  invitation  at  this  meeting.  I 
know  if  the  conference  is  held  in  Cleveland,  a 
post-conference  trip  would  be  preferred  else- 
where than  to  smoky  Pittsburg.  We  hope  to 
have  the  Association  with  us  some  later  day, 
before  the  year  1900. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN  moved  that  the  next  Con- 
ference, for  the  year  1896,  he  held  at  the  city  of 
Cleveland.  Voted. 

W :  R.  EASTMAN  moved  that  the  time  for  such 
Conference  be  on  or  about  the  first  of  September, 
if  satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made  for 
that  date,  in  the  discretion  of  the  executive 
board.  Voted. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

We  have  audited  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  as 
presented  to  this  Conference,  and  find  them  to 
be  correctly  cast,  with  proper  vouchers  ;  also 
bank  book  showing  balance  on  hand  as  re- 
ported. 

ALFRED  E.  WHITAKER, 
CAROLINE  H.  GARLAND, 

Acting  Finance  Committee. 
August  16,  1895. 


Pres.  UTLEY  read  various  items  and  queries 
from  the 

QUESTION  BOX. 

"  How  many  of  those  present  at  this  Confer- 
ence, who  came  from  active  library  work,  have 
their  expenses  paid  by  the  libraries?"  Twenty- 
one  responded. 

"How  many  had  their  time  given  and  not 
counted  as  vacation?"  Thirty -two  responded. 

Remarks  upon  this  subject  were  made  by 
several  persons,  specifying  the  views  of  their 
library  trustees  or  detailing  individual  modifi- 
cations in  that  practice.  As  thus  shown  there 
would  seem  to  be  an  increasing  tendency  on 
the  part  of  library  trustees  to  instruct  their 
librarians  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  A.  L..  A. 
as  representatives  of  their  libraries ;  and  to  con- 
sider that  the  respective  libraries  profit  by  their 
doing  so  with  time  given  and  expenses  paid. 

"What  value  should  be  placed  on  Govern- 
ment documents  for  insurance  purposes?" 

Discussion  of  this  question  developed  quite 
a  disparity  of  views,  according  as  the  speakers 
had  in  mind  large  or  small  collections,  those 
strong  in  the  scientific  sets,  or  otherwise  with 
few  but  the  common  run  of  public  documents, 
etc.  It  was  generally  agreed  that  their  value 
is  increasing,  since  the  larger  libraries  feel  the 
need  of  having  sets  as  full  as  possible,  and 
that  as  time  goes  on  it  is  becoming  more  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  those  of  the  past.  Also  that  it 
is  possibly  a  question  for  each  individual  li- 
brary according  to  the  nature  of  its  possessions 
in  such  publications ;  and  any  generalization 
on  a  broad  basis,  even  of  a  dollar  a  volume  and 
upwards,  might  in  many  cases  be  unsafe  and 
unjust  to  the  particular  institution  applying  it. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 
Pres.  UTLEY.— Before  the  result  of  the  bal- 
loting is  announced  I  shall  make  a  ruling  in 
opposition  to  the  one  made  last  year.  The 
president  then  held  that  a  majority  vote  is  re- 
quired to  elect ;  and  a  second  ballot  was  ren- 
dered necessary.  I  did  not  then  agree  with 
the  ruling  of  the  chair,  but  was  not  in  position 
to  question  it.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  where 
there  are  several  candidates  for  an  office,  no 
one  may  have  a  majority  over  all  and  consid- 
erable time  may  be  unnecessarily  consumed 
by  further  ballotings,  I  shall  hold  that  a  plu- 
rality vote  elects.  Unless  this  ruling  is  ques- 
tioned, therefore,  the  person  or  persons  found 
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to  have  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  each 
office  will  be  declared  elected. 

The  tellers  of  election  thereupon  reported 
the  result  of  the  balloting,  as  follows : 

President.  — J:  C.  Dana,  65  ;    (scattering,  12). 

Vice- Presidents.—  Henry  J.  Carr,  58;  The- 
resa H.  West,  55;  C:  R.  Dudley,  40;  (two 
others,  32  and  33  respectively). 

Secretary. — H.  I/.  Elmendorf,  50;  (scatter- 
ing, 24). 

Treasurer.— Geo.  Watson  Cole,  46 ;  (scatter- 
ing, 3i)- 

Trustee  of  Endowment  Fund.  —  Norinan 
Williams,  67. 

A.  L.  A.  Council. — Katharine  I,.  Sharp,  64 ; 
Herbert  Putnam,  56  ;  H:  M.  Utley,  42 ;  E.  H. 
Anderson,  36;  (four  others,  21  to  34  each). 

Those  above  named  were  declared  elected. 

AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION. 
Pres.  UTI,EY. — The  proposed  amendment  to 
the  constitution  relating  to  the  annual  election 
of  officers,  as  submitted  by  the  executive  board 
under  instructions,  was  laid  upon  the  table  at 
the  first  session,  to  be  taken  up  at  a  subse- 
quent time.  (See  p.  53. )  The  sections,  as 
proposed,  have  been  printed  in  full  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  all  members  of  the  Association 
prior  to  this  meeting,  and  read  as  follows : 

SUBSTITUTES  FOR  SECTIONS  9  AND   IO  OF  THE 
CONSTITUTION. 

Sec.  9.  EI/ECTION.  This  Association  shall 
at  each  annual  meeting  elect  by  ballot  a  presi- 
dent and  an  executive  board  of  five.  The 
president  for  the  last  preceding  year  and  the 
president-elect  shall  also  be  members  of  said 
board,  and  the  latter  shall  be  its  chairman. 
The  board  shall  choose  for  the  Association 
three  vice-presidents,  a  secretary,  recorder, 
treasurer,  a  finance  committee  of  three,  a  co- 
operation committee  of  five,  and  such  other 
officers  and  committees  as  may  in  its  judgment 
be  necessary.  The  board  may  also  add  to  its 
number.  The  term  of  all  officers  shall  be  from 
the  adjournment  of  one  annual  meeting  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  next. 

Sec.  10.  EXECUTIVE  BOARD.  The  executive 
board  shall  transact  the  business  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings, 
and  shall  have  power  to  act  on  all  matters  on 
which  they  reach  unanimous  agreement. 

The  proposed  change  simply  contemplates 
that  the  body  of  the  Association,  instead  of 
electing  the  president,  vice-presidents,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  by  direct  vote,  as  now,  shall 
elect  the  president  and  an  executive  board  of 


five  persons,  who  shall  choose  the  remaining 
officers.  I  wish  to  say  in  this  connection  that 
this  matter  of  electing  officers  is  an  old  ques- 
tion which  has  provoked  much  discussion. 
The  present  plan  was  adopted  in  the  face  of 
determined  opposition.  It  has  been  tried  three 
years,  and  in  my  judgment  no  serious  evil  has 
resulted.  The  great  argument  against  it  has 
been  that  it  wastes  valuable  time.  But  you 
have  all  seen  to-day  that  with  the  Australian 
system  of  voting  this  is  no  argument  at  all, 
because  the  time  occupied  in  taking  up  the 
ballots  is  merely  nominal. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — We  may  just  as  well  con- 
sider and  dispose  of  this  matter  now.  Before 
proceeding  to  its  discussion  I  must  protest 
against  the  unfair  manner  in  which  the  presi- 
dent has  stated  the  question. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — I  deny  most  emphatically  any 
intention  to  state  the  question  unfairly,  and  do 
not  believe  that  anybody  is  likely  to  be  misled 
by  my  statement  of  it.  But,  in  addition  to  the 
statement  of  the  question,  I  also  gave  an  opin- 
ion on  its  merits. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — That  was  very  evident. 

Pres.  UTI.EY. — What  I  said  by  way  of  ex- 
pressing my  views  was  entirely  separate  and 
distinct  from  any  statement  of  the  question, 
The  question  was  fully  and  fairly  stated.  I  con- 
sider that  as  a  member  I  have  a  right  to  de- 
clare my  opposition  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

F :  M.  CRUNDEN. — The  president,  it  seems  to 
me,  has  made  an  ex-parte  statement.  It  is  evi- 
dent which  side  he  intends  to  vote  on,  and  it 
seems  to  me  he  has  presented  the  proposed 
amendment  unfairly ;  not  intentionally  so,  but 
because  of  his  own  personal  views.  At  this 
time  I  may  congratulate  the  Association  on 
having  had  the  election  pass  quietly  and  with- 
out undue  waste  of  time ;  but  I  have  known  two 
Conferences  where  two  of  the  most  promising 
sessions  were  absolutely  wasted,  in  the  election 
of  officers.  I  say  absolutely  wasted,  as  the  re- 
sult would  have  been  just  the  same  under  the 
old  method.  The  only  way  of  preventing  this 
waste  of  time  is  by  ruling  that  a  plurality  shall 
elect.  Sometimes,  where  a  number  of  candi- 
dates are  up,  a  plurality  may  often  be  a  decided 
minority ;  so  you  have  minority  officers  right 
along,  especially  if  it  comes  to  the  election  of 
a  large  number  of  officers.  I  can  remember  one 
occasion,  under  this  popular  method,  wlien  we 
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came  near  electing  to  a  certain  position  one 
who  we  fortunately  found  just  in  time  would 
have  been  manifestly  an  unfit  person. 

I  do  not  think  that  a  popular  assembly,  com- 
posed in  many  cases  of  persons  who  attend  a 
Conference  for  the  first  time,  is  the  best  body  for 
electing  officers.  That  may  seem  undemo- 
cratic, but  it  is  not,  really  ;  you  simply  delegate 
your  powers  to  persons  whose  judgment  and 
whose  knowledge  you  trust ;  you  have  your 
votes  just  the  same.  You  do  not  vote  directly 
for  the  making  of  the  laws  of  your  country ; 
you  elect  others  to  do  that.  No  one  has  a  di- 
rect voice  in  the  matter.  And  you  know  per- 
fectly well,  most  of  you  to  whom  I  am  speak- 
ing, that  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  whom 
you  shall  vote  for.  Some  of  the  candidates 
you  never  saw  before  ;  and  you  trust  to  the  ad- 
vice of  somebody  else.  This  makes  it  easy  for 
some  one  who  is  a  good  hustler  to  go  around 
and  have  the  person  whom  he  wants  elected, 
though  that  person  may  not  be  the  best  for  the 
position.  The  president,  it  is  conceded,  must 
be  a  person  of  such  prominence  that  you  all 
have  an  opportunity  to  judge  him  ;  you  know 
him  by  reputation  at  any  rate.  But  when  it 
comes  to  the  other  officers  we  can  accomplish 
our  object  better  if  we  just  choose  a  body  of 
five  members  who,  together  with  the  president- 
elect, select  the  other  officers.  There  are  rea- 
sons that  will  not  occur  to.  individuals  in  a 
popular  assembly  why  one  person  at  one  time 
ought  to  be  chosen ,  and  another  person  at  an- 
other time.  These  and  various  other  consid- 
erations can  be  calmly  discussed  and  weighed 
by  trusted  members  of  the  Association,  elected 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Association  worked  under  that  system 
for  thirteen  years,  and  satisfactorily ;  more 
satisfactorily  than  it  has  worked  under  the 
present  plan,  simply  because  of  the  waste  of 
time.  The  result  has  been  the  same.  I  do  not 
believe  there  would  have  been  any  essential 
difference  in  the  results  under  one  system  or 
the  other ;  but  the  great  thing  is  that  we  should 
have  saved  time. 

HENRY  J.  CARR. — As  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation some  years  Ixjfore  I  became  a  librarian, 
and  since  (both  as  an  ordinary  member,  and 
again  as  one  of  those  who  has  been  favored 
with  a  position  among  your  officers),  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  workings  of  the 
Association  and  of  its  constitution  under  sev- 


eral different  phases.  I  speak  therefore,  both 
from  the  side  of  a  private,  individual  member, 
and  from  the  side  of  one  who  has  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  interior  operations,  those 
on  which  more  or  less  of  the  actual  success  of 
each  successive  year  depends.  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  from  those  experiences,  and  from 
both  points  of  view,  that  really  the  old  way 
was  the  best ;  not  because  it  was  the  old  way, 
but  because  it  was  very  skilfully  planned  by 
those  who  had  had  experience  in  like  insti'u- 
tions.  It  resulted  in  bringing  to  the  front  the 
best  and  most  valuable  material,  selecting 
quietly  and  simply  those  who  by  their  circum- 
stances, by  their  disposition,  and  by  their  ac- 
tions were  best  fitted  and  best  able  to  perform 
the  various  duties  dependent  on  them,  and 
upon  which  so  much  did  depend  for  the  final 
results  to  be  attained. 

Yielding  to  certain  sentiments,  when  our 
constitution  came  up  for  revision  and  for  final 
action,  quite  a  radical  change  was  made  in  this 
particular,  especially  in  the  matter  of  election 
of  officers.  While  the  immediate  result  has 
not  been  objectionable,  still  I  do  not  think  that 
the  final  result  has  been,  or  will  be,  if  con- 
tinued, for  the  benefit  of  the  Association  in  the 
long  run.  I  do  think  that  the  amendment  now 
offered  will  bring  together  the  best  results  of 
the  old  and  of  the  later  ideas  and  the  later  ex- 
perience ;  and  as  presenting  the  matter  for 
subsequent  consideration  and  action  I  heartily 
urge  that  we  adopt  the  amendment  as  now 
presented.  It  should  be  well  understood,  of 
course,  that  this  amendment  does  not  affect 
the  election  of  the  four  members  of  the  council 
each  year ;  another  clause  of  the  constitution 
calls  for  their  election  by  a  ballot  just  the  same, 
so  that  it  cuts  no  figure  in  this  matter. 

T :  T.  WOODRDFK. — I  am  connected  with  an 
association  numbering  some  eight  hundred 
members,  where  the  elections  are  held  on  a  plan 
quite  similar  to  that  proposed  by  this  amend- 
ment. The  council,  the  governing  body,  ap- 
points a  nominating  committee  selected,  of 
course,  with  a  good  deal  of  discretion.  That 
nominating  committee  presents  the  names  of 
the  officers,  and  the  balloting  is  really  a  purely 
formal  affair.  Printed  ballots  are  circulated, 
and  voted  as  a  matter  of  course.  That  has  been 
the  practice  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  been 
found  to  work  very  well  in  serving  the  main 
ideas  underlying  the  organization,  preventing 
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what  are  called  democratic  ideas  from  running 
away,  from  getting  wild.  It  has  not  had  the 
effect  of  perpetuating  a  certain  set  of  men  in 
office,  nor  of  the  institution  becoming  fossilized; 
and  it  seems  to  work,  on  the  whole,  very  well 
indeed. 

F :  M.  CRUNDEN. — It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  great 
mistake  to  think  that  an  organization  of  the 
dignity  of  the  A.  L.  A.  is  run  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  certain  persons  in  office.  It  does  not 
make  a  particle  of  difference  to  me  who  gets 
the  offices,  provided  the  objects  of  the  Associa- 
tion are  attained,  and  I  think  we  are  in  danger 
of  getting  in  this  Association  the  same  spirit 
that  vitiates  politics.  I  do  not  see  any  need  of 
it.  It  never  appeared  at  all  until  we  had 
adopted  the  plan  of  popular  vote ;  and  then  it 
immediately  made  its  appearance.  The  execu- 
tive board  has  acted  wisely  in  stopping  nomina- 
tions by  stump  speeches ;  but  if  you  will  bring 
the  matter  home,  you  will  see  that  you  have  as 
clearly  an  individual  voice  in  the  selection  of 
the  officers,  by  electing  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion whom  you  know  and  trust,  and  leaving 
them  to  exercise  their  judgment  in  accordance 
with  the  old  plan,  as  you  do  under  the  present 
method. 

Now,  like  Mr.  Carr,  I  have  gone  through 
various  phases  of  membership  in  the  Associa- 
tion. I  was  a  new  member  at  one  time ;  I  knew 
nothing  about  the  working  of  it ;  I  saw  who 
were  the  leaders  of  it,  and  who  were  interested 
in  it,  and  working  for  its  good,  and  I  was 
always  perfectly  satisfied  to  leave  the  election 
of  officers  to  them.  I  did  not  care  who  the 
officers  were ;  so  I  voted  for  the  men  to  whom 
I  thought  it  was  best  to  entrust  the  affairs  of 
the  organization.  That  is  the  best  way  in  a 
body  like  this.  Nearly  all  loosely  organized 
associations  leave  their  affairs  to  an  executive 
board  chosen  by  popular  vote  as  is  proposed  by 
the  amendment. 

C:  ALEX.  NEI^SON. — I  am  positively  in  favor 
of  the  amendment.  I  think  the  arguments 
presented  by  Mr.  Crunden  are  strong  and  good. 
We  waste  a  great  deal  of  time  each  year  in 
electing  officers.  As  has  been  said,  the  names 
are  put  on  the  Australian  ballot ;  nominations 
may  be  made  according  to  the  rules  we  have 
had  this  year.  You  put  in  nomination  names 
for  president,  three  of  them ;  you  have  your 
choice  in  selecting  the  man  you  want.  In  the 
same  way  you  put  in  nomination  names  of 


members  of  the  executive  board.  There  are 
no  cliques  in  this  Association,  but  there  are 
minor  sentiments ;  that  we  all  know.  It  is 
perfectly  natural  that  the  librarians  in  the  West 
should  act  together  since  they  know  each  other 
better  than  they  know  the  librarians  in  the 
East.  The  same  is  true  in  the  East,  and  they 
know  the  librarians  of  that  locality  better  than 
they  do  those  in  the  West ;  so  we  have  changed 
our  meetings  about  that  we  may  know  each 
other  better ;  that  is  why  we  come  from  the 
East  to  meet  you  in  the  West.  I  am  only  sorry 
we  haven't  three  times  as  many  here,  but  there 
are  reasons  why  many  whose  regular  custom  it 
has  been  to  attend  the  Association,  did  not 
come.  You  can  put  in  nomination  such  local 
feeling  as  you  please,  and  then  the  members  of 
the  Association  elect  the  members  of  the  board 
when  they  vote  for  the  president.  I  think  the 
old  plan  was  the  best  plan,  as  has  been  said, 
when  the  executive  board  selected  the  other 
officers.  They  may  be  selected  to  help  one 
section  more  than  another,  it  may  be  said. 
What  of  that  ?  This  is  a  National  Association  ; 
we  did  not  come  here  to  help  librarians  of  the 
East,  but  all  the  librarians  of  the  Association 
and  of  America.  What  is  good  for  one  section 
is  for  the  good  of  all,  and  I  hope  the  day  will 
come  when  we  shall  see  more  members  coming 
in  from  the  South,  and  have  a  chance  to  hold  a 
meeting  down  there.  I  only  wish  we  could 
send  a  good  delegation  to  the  Atlanta  Exposi- 
tion, and  throw  into  the  meeting  to  be  held 
there,  that  congress  of  librarians,  a  sentiment 
that  would  make  itself  felt  throughout  the 
South. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — May  I  say  just  one  word 
more,  to  meet  the  argument  about  cliques.  If 
you  follow  the  course  of  the  Association,  if  you 
look  at  the  list  of  its  officers  from  year  to  year, 
you  will  see  there  has  been  no  ring,  no  clique 
of  members  to  keep  control.  You  elect  new 
officers  from  year  to  year ;  in  fact  there  is  a 
law  against  the  election  of  the  president  for  a 
second  term  ;  that  necessarily  changes  hands, 
and  most  of  the  other  officers  have  been 
changed  from  year  to  year.  So  that  argument 
about  a  clique  getting  possession  and  control 
of  the  Association,  falls  to  the  ground  ;  for  the 
executive  board,  you  will  remember,  has  to  be 
elected  by  the  members,  arfd  it  is  in  their  power 
to  elect  a  different  executive  board  every  year. 

W:  R.  EASTMAN. — I  would  like  to  ask  an 
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explanation  of  those  who  are  familiar  with  the 
purposes  of  this  amendment.  I  see  there  is 
unlimited  power  in  the  board  to  add  to  its 
number ;  so  seven  men  can  multiply  this  to 
twenty-seven,  or  any  number.  It  is  also  pro- 
vided in  the  tenth  section  that  they  shall  have 
power  to  act  on  all  matters  on  which  they 
reach  unanimous  agreement.  Does  that  mean 
that  the  executive  board  can  do  nothing  except 
by  unanimous  vote  ?  Will  they,  in  choosing 
the  vice  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer, 
have  to  act  unanimously  or  not  at  all  ? 

Pres.  UTLEY. — That  point  has  occurred  to 
me  ;  but  that  provision  has  been  in  the  consti- 
tution from  the  original  organization  of  the  As- 
sociation. It  is  in  the  present  constitution,  and 
has  been  in  part  amended. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. —  That  operates  after  the 
executive  board  is  completed  by  the  election  of 
the  officers. 

W:  R.  EASTMAN. — There  is  nothing  here  to 
indicate  that  it  is  required  to  elect  these  officers 
to  complete  the  board  ;  or  else  that  these  offi- 
cers when  elected  will  not  be  members  of  the 
board  unless  the  executive  board  shall  have 
voted  for  them.  Isn't  that  the  case  ? 

Pres.  UTLEY. — The  present  executive  board 
is  made  up  of  the  officers  who  are  elected  by 
the  Association.  The  new  board  is  to  be  elected 
directly  by  the  Association,  some  having  been 
made  ex  officio  members;  that  is,  the  presi- 
dent elect  and  the  retiring  president ;  though 
these  officers,  as  officers,  are  not  members  of 
the  board  unless  the  members  choose  to  make 
them  so. 

W:  R.  EASTMAN. — Are  they  bound  by  sec- 
tion 10,  as  to  unanimous  agreement?  The 
reason  I  ask  is,  that  if  any  point  is  overlooked 
it  may  be  corrected  now  and  not  left  for  another 
amendment. 

HENRY  J.  CARR. — I  do  not  think  that  has 
been  overlooked.  As  the  president  has  said,  it 
has  been  the  practice  from  the  beginning  of 
the  institution  ;  and  Mr.  Eastman  will  observe 
that  is  worded,  "At  intervals  between  meet- 
ings;" that  is,  matters  coming  up  for  action 
when  the  Association  might  not  be  called  to- 
gether. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — They  certainly  could  not 
transact  the  business  of  the  Association  when 
the  Association  itself  was  in  session. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — The  point  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Eastman  has  occurred  to  me,  as  to  whether  the 


board,  by  unanimous  agreement,  could  do  any- 
thing which  it  might  choose  to  do,  on  the  one 
hand  ;  or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  have 
unanimous  agreement  in  order  to  do  anything. 
The  language  seems  to  me  ill  chosen.  To  carry 
it  to  an  extreme  point,  could  not  the  board  by 
unanimous  agreement  change  this  Association 
into  a  medical  association?  Certainly  so,  if 
the  language  of  the  constitution  may  be  taken 
literally. 

HENRY  J.  CARR. — I  beg  to  differ  with  yo a. 
I  doubt  whether  they  could  do  anything  that 
was  not  within  their  power.  Some  things 
would  be  ultra  vires. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — True.  But  to  determine  what 
is  beyond  their  powers  might  involve  an  ap- 
peal to  the  courts.  The  danger  may  be  more 
fanciful  than  real.  But  so  far  as  the  language 
of  the  section  is  concerned  there  is  certainly 
no  limitation  to  their  powers. 

Further  discussion  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment was  postponed  to  the  afternoon  session. 

O.  L.  FASSIG  submitted  the  following,  through 
the 

COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

As  the  rapid  growth  of  that  class  of  scien- 
tific literature  which  is  being  issued  in  serial 
publications  makes  a  comprehensive  subject 
index  to  this  material  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance, and  as  the  labor  involved  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  such  an  index  makes  international  co- 
operation necessary,  the  American  Library 
Association  heartily  endorses  the  movement 
inaugurated  by  the  Royal  Society  of  London 
for  indexing  the  current  scientific  literature  in 
serial  publications.  Believing  that  the  best 
method  for  accomplishing  this  purpose  can 
most  readily  be  arrived  at  by  a  discussion  in 
a  conference  of  those  most  directly  interested 
in  the  work,  the  Association  further  endorses 
the  recent  recommendation  of  the  committee 
of  the  Royal  Society  to  hold  an  international 
conference  in  London  in  the  summer  of  1896 
for  the  consideration  of  plans  for  carrying  on 
the  proposed  work  of  indexing. 

F.  M.  CRUNDEN. — That  does  not  bind  the 
Association  to  anything  more  than  an  approval 
of  the  plan. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
under  section  18  of  the  constitution  this  reso- 
lution will  have  to  go  to  the  council.  It  was  so 
referred. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 
on  W:  H.  Brett's  scheme  for  co-operative  in- 
dexing of  periodicals   was   presented,  as  fol-j 
lows: 
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Your  special  committee  to  consider  the  plan 
proposed  by  Mr.  Brett  for  the  co-operative  in- 
dexing of  current  periodicals  desire  to  report 
that  they  are  convinced  that  the  plan  is  a  good 
and  proper  one  to  try,  and  recommend  it  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  Conference. 

Mr.  BRETT  made  verbal  explanation  of  the 
proposed  undertaking. 

Remarks,  endorsing  Mr.  Brett's  plan  were 
made  by  F:  M.  Crunden,  J.  N.  Wing,  G:  T. 
Clark,  E.  H.  Anderson,  H:  J.  Carr,  W:  R. 
Eastman,  Miss  M.  E.  Hazeltine,  and  C:  A. 
Nelson,  with  offers  of  co-operation. 

Report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Adjourned  at  12,  noon. 

EIGHTH  SESSION. 
(HIGH   SCHOOL   BUILDING,    FRIDAY   AFTER- 
NOON, AUGUST  16.) 

The  president  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
3.00  P.M. 

Motion  of  Mr.  Crunden  to  adopt  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  constitution.  Seconded  by 
Mr.  Carr. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — So  far  it  appears  that  I  am 
the  only  one  who  has  had  anything  to  say  in 
favor  of  the  constitution  as  it  now  stands.  I 
believe  it  represents  the  correct  principle.  This 
is  a  democratic  government.  We  are  taught 
from  youth  up  that  the  people  have  a  voice  in 
the  selection  of  their  officeholders.  That  is  the 
theory  in  respect  to  the  country  generally,  and 
it  is  the  almost  universal  practice  in  associa- 
tions similar  to  our  own.  There  may  be  some 
exceptions.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gen- 
eral rule  of  the  country  is  good  enough  for  us. 
Whv  should  we  have  a  special  rule  to  control 
us,  as  librarians,  different  from  that  which  con- 
trols us  as  citizens  ?  Cannot  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  Association  be  trusted  to  manage  its 
affairs  ? 

It  is  highly  improbable  that  a  mistake  in  the 
election  of  officers  can  wreck  the  Association. 
If  a  mistake  is  made  at  one  election  it  can  be 
corrected  at  the  next.  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe 
that  we  are  any  more  likely,  as  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  Association,  to  err  in  voting  directly 
for  our  officers  than  in  voting  for  a  select  com- 
mittee which  shall  choose  the  officers.  We 
can  individually  look  over  the  ground  just  as 
carefully  as  a  committee  can  look  it  over,  and 
we  can  exercise  good  judgment  just  as  well  as 
as  a  committee  can  exercise  it.  There  may  be 


some  members  who  would  prefer  to  have  a 
committee  do  the  work  of  selecting  those  upon 
whom  shall  be  conferred  the  honors  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  office.  But  I  rather  think  it 
is  American  nature  to  be  jealous  of  this  pre- 
rogative. 

Most  persons  prefer  to  make  known  their 
own  minds  in  their  own  way  rather  than  to 
have  somebody  else  do  it  for  them.  This  whole 
question  was  pretty  thoroughly  discussed  at 
the  two  meetings  when  the  present  constitu- 
tional provision  was  pending.  The  whole 
ground  was  gone  over  carefully  and  the  con- 
stitution was  adopted  as  it  now  stands.  Let  it 
have  a  thorough  trial.  For  the  first  year  or 
two,  perhaps,  too  much  time  was  consumed  in 
the  election.  But  the  plan  of  taking  the  ballot 
has  now  been  systematized,  so  that  this  objec- 
tion is  overcome.  I  think  the  observation  of 
those  who  are  here  to-day  is  that  very  little 
time  was  taken  up  by  the  election.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  Association  has  not  been  interfered 
with  by  it,  and  it  has  certainly  given  us  satis- 
factory results.  Let  well  enough  alone,  and  at 
least  try  it  a  little  longer. 

F:  M.  CRUNDEN. — I  think  I  may  be  allowed 
a  sur-rejoinder.  The  president  has  referred  to 
the  business  of  the  Association,  and  that  very 
point  it  seems  to  me  is  the  strongest  against 
the  present  system.  From  its  continuance  will 
arise  the  belief  that  the  main  business  of  the 
Association  is  the  election  of  officers.  Now 
our  business  here  is  to  read  papers,  and  to 
carry  on  discussions  on  library  topics.  That  is 
the  main  business  of  the  Association.  Of 
course,  incidentally  we  must  have  an  election 
of  officers.  As  I  said  this  morning,  the  net 
result  of  this  election  of  officers  is  about  the 
same.  The  only  difference  that  would  be  likely 
to  come  from  a  return  to  the  former  methods 
is  that  occasionally  a  modest  but  meritorious 
man  or  woman  would  be  chosen,  who  might 
not  be  selected  by  a  popular  vote,  because  of 
the  lack  of  certain  popular  qualities. 

The  president  has  stated  that  the  present 
plan  worked  very  well  in  Chicago ;  I  challenge 
the  opinion  of  those  who  were  present  in  Chi- 
cago in  saying  that  it  worked  very  badly.  We 
wasted  the  best  morning  of  the  meeting,  abso- 
lutely wasted  it,  in  an  election.  Now  it  will 
not  do  to  take  the  present  meeting  as  a  sample 
of  the  way  a  popular  election"  works.  You 
must  consider  there  were  only  sixty -seven 
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votes  cast  this    morning.     How   would  it  be 
when  two  or  three  hundred  are  voting? 

Again,  the  tendency  of  a  popular  election  is 
to  elect  somebody  who  is  genial  and  popular 
in  a  social  way,  and  pass  over  others  who  are 
just  as  good  librarians,  but  have  not  the  hail- 
fellow-well-niet  qualities.  Just  as  it  is  in  the 
world  at  large.  You  know  perfectly  well  that 
the  man  who  gets  office  in  general  politics  is 
not  always  the  man  who  has  the  greatest  fitness. 
It  is  the  good  hand-shaker.  I  referred  this 
morning  to  one  librarian  who  was  certainly 
one  of  the  l»est  in  the  profession.  He  was  get- 
ting farther  and  farther  away  from  the  office 
that  he  desired,  on  which  his  heart  was  set  for 
years,  simply  because  of  certain  qualities  that 
made  him  a  little  unpopular  with  people  who 
did  not  know  his  inner  worth  and  did  not 
know  the  admirable  work  that  he  had  been 
doing,  setting  an  example  in  the  library  world. 
That  man  was  elected  to  the  office  which  he 
desired  because  the  thing  was  in  the  hands  of 
a  committee ;  and  his  election  did  credit  in 
every  way  to  the  Association. 

But  the  strongest  points  against  the  present 
system  are  these :  In  the  first  place,  the  waste 
of  time ;  the  net  result,  as  I  have  said,  is  just 
about  the  same.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  Mr.  Utley  would  have  been  elected  presi- 
dent last  year  by  the  other  plan.  I  believe  Mr. 
Dana  would  have  been  elected  this  year  by  the 
other  plan.  I  am  sure  he  would.  That  is  one 
point.  The  other  point  (and  it  is  perhaps 
almost  equally  as  strong),  is  the  tendency  of 
the  present  plan  to  degrade  this  Association 
into  a  body  for  the  distribution  of  offices.  This, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  one  of  the  most  deplorable 
things  that  could  happen. 

There  is  one  other  argument  I  wish  to  reply 
to.  The  president  stated  that  we  ought  to  let  * 
well  enough  alone.  That  would  have  been  very 
good  advice  if  offered  before  we  made  this 
change  in  the  constitution  which  we  now  seek 
to  rescind.  We  were  getting  along  very  well, 
admirably.  There  was  no  waste  of  time,  there 
was  no  running  into  cliques,  and  no  danger  of 
doing  so,  because  the  power  lies  with  the  As- 
sociation ;  they  elect  the  mctnl>ers  who  select 
the  officers.  If  you  find  a  certain  set  of  mem- 
bers are  trying  to  control  the  Association,  and 
doing  what  you  don't  want,  don't  elect  them, 
elect  somebody  else.  It  is  entirely  in  your 
own  power.  The  way  this  amendment  came 


about  was  through  an  eloquent  and  powerful 
speech  by  an  irresistible  man  ;  a  man  of  great 
personal  force  and  magnetism,  who  carried  the 
Association  with  him  ;  there  was  no  time  to 
think  about  it ;  and  it  was  a  popular  thing. 
Of  course  we  all  believe  that  the  power  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  people  ;  there  is  no  ques- 
tion about  that.  But  we  are  not  a  political  or- 
ganization ;  we  are  not  met  to  illustrate  political 
methods  ;  we  are  here  to  discuss  business  mat- 
ters ;  we  want  to  get  at  certain  results,  and  the 
quickest  and  easiest  way  is  the  best  way  for  us 
to  take. 

HENRY  J.  CARR.  —  I  have  no  desire  to  go 
into  any  extended  remarks.  I  wish  merely  to 
say  that  my  experience  in  the  Association 
since  1878  to  the  present  time  has  been  such  as 
to  lead  me  to  corroborate  and  sustain  every- 
thing that  Mr.  Crunden  has  said  in  the  matter. 
I  could  not  add  more,  were  I  to  talk  an  hour ; 
I  could  not  say  better  what  I  feel  on  the  matter 
or  put  it  more  strongly  than  that.  I  feel  that 
we  should  now  adopt  this  amendment,  and  put 
it  on  its  way  towards  subsequent  final  action; 
and  so,  while  we  are  not  all,  perhaps,  in  accord 
with  it,  let  us  give  it  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
now,  and  vote  its  adoption. 

Miss  ANGIE  V.  MILNER.  —  I  would  like  to 
support  Mr.  Crunden  on  two  points  made  this 
morning  ;  the  consuming  of  time,  and  the  in- 
experience of  some  members.  Chicago  year  I 
was  a  new  member,  with  many  other  new 
members,  and  I  remember  well  that  wasted 
morning  when  we  would  have  been  glad  to 
have  somebody  who  knew  something  about  it 
settle  the  whole  question.  We  frequently 
didn't  even  know  the  different  candidates  from 
whom  we  were  to  choose,  and  we  simply  had 
to  do  the  best  we  could  ;  and  yet  our  votes 
counted  just  as  much  as  if  we  had  known  all 
about  it.  A  constitutional  question  was  dis- 
cussed of  which  we  had  not  had  experience 
enough  to  judge ;  and  the  only  interesting 
thing  that  I  remember  about  this  whole  morn- 
ing was  watching  the  Columbian  guard  who  had 
been  placed  in  charge  of  the  door,  and  who 
was  trying  to  listen  to  the  parliamentary  dis- 
cussion inside  and  keep  the  crowd  away  out- 
side. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — There  is  the  same  difficulty 
on  the  part  of  new  and  inexperienced  members 
in  selecting  the  right  persons  for  an  executive 
board  as  in  choosing  the  right  persons  for  offi- 
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cers.  I  do  not  see  that  anything  is  gained  by 
a  change,  on  that  score.  Mr.  Crunden  says 
we  still  have  the  power  in  our  hands,  be- 
cause we  elect  the  board  which  chooses  the 
officers.  My  reply  to  that  is  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  doing  by  indirection  what  we 
may  as  well  do  directly.  Many  of  us  perfer 
to  vote  for  the  persons  we  want  as  officers 
rather  than  vote  for  delegates  who  may  possi- 
bly choose  for  officers  the  very  persons  we  do 
not  want. 

C:  ALEX.  NELSON.  —  I  think  there  is  an  an- 
swer to  that  objection  and  a  very  short  one.  If 
there  are  five  people  to  be  selected  for  the 
board,  and  there  are  two  hundred  members  of 
the  Association  present,  suppose  the  members 
are  divided  up  into  exactly  forty  members  from 
each  one  of  five  different  sections  ;  each  set  of 
forty  will  know  who  is  the  best  representative 
of  their  section ;  suppose  each  section  elects 
its  best  man  or  woman  to  the  board,  I  think 
we  could  trust  those  five  heads  to  select  the 
other  officers.  There  are  certainly  among  forty 
members  from  each  of  five  different  sections  of 
the  country,  some  who  know  who  are  the  best 
people  in  the  whole  country  to  put  into  office 
to  run  the  Association  for  a  single  year.  I  do 
not  see  any  difficulty  ;  I  think  it  overcomes  all 
difficulty.  Granting  that  there  are  five  sec- 
tions, each  one  of  those  sections  can  put  in  the 
board  the  man  it  likes  best,  and  those  five  men 
will  certainly  be  the  ones  who  are  enough  in- 
terested in  the  Association  to  run  it  as  it  should 
be  run,  or  put  it  into  the  power  of  men  who 
should  run  it. 

W:  R.  EASTMAN. — Do  I  understand  that  sec- 
tional division  is  part  of  the  plan  ? 

C:  A.  NELSON. — It  may  come  to  that,  though 
I  do  not  fear  it.  Grant  that  there  are  40  libra- 
rians here  in  Colorado  and  Idaho  and  Montana 
who  may  not  know  more  than  half  a  dozen,  or 
perhaps  not  more  than  one  or  two  librarians 
from  the  East,  or  in  the  South,  or  in  the  Mid- 
dle States;  they  certainly  know  some  of  the 
leaders  in  the  library  world.  You  must  know 
whom  you  consider  your  best  rising  people 
here  in  the  West,  and  the  leaders  are  the  ones 
who  will  come  to  the  front.  I  only  give  this 
as  an  illustration,  in  case  the  Association  were 
so  enlarged,  of  divisions  that  might  be.  There 
may  be  three  different  sets  united  on  one  per- 
son ;  in  this  way  the  best  people  wouldi  natur- 
ally be  selected. 


Pres.  UTLEY. — It  is  very  easy  to  say  that 
such  or  such  things  might  be.  But  my  obser- 
vation leads  me  to  believe  that  under  such  a 
plan  about  the  same  persons  would  be  chosen, 
year  after  year,  to  constitute  the  executive 
board.  There  are  certain  members  gifted  with 
fluency  of  speech  and  readiness  in  debate. 
They  are  consequently  more  or  less  prominent. 
I  do  not  say  this  by  way  of  disparagement,  but 
simply  to  illustrate  the  situation.  When  the 
time  comes  to  choose  a  board  these  persons 
who  have  been  conspicuous  on  the  floor  are, 
naturally  enough,  first  thought  of  as  suitable 
members  of  such  a  board.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  danger  is  that  the  selection  of  officers  may 
fall  into  the  hands  of  a  select  few  who  might 
thus  be  able  to  control  the  Association  and  its 
policy.  The  membership  itself,  and  not  a 
clique  or  junta,  ought  to  control  the  Associa- 
tion. There  is  no  danger  that  politics  will  dis- 
turb the  even  tenor  of  our  deliberations,  or 
that  our  time  will  be  unduly  taken  up  by  the 
lobbying  of  seekers  after  office.  I  do  not 
apprehend  that  animosities  will  ever  be  created 
by  rivalries  in  that  field.  There  has  been  no 
evidence  of  anything  of  the  kind,  so  far.  But 
what  I  do  insist  on  is  that  the  membership  of 
the  Association  should  retain  in  its  own  hands 
the  full  control  of  its  affairs  through  the  selec- 
tion of  its  officers.  It  is  as  much  our  business 
to  attend  to  these  things  as  it  is  to  discuss 
questions  relating  to  library  economy.  Any 
reasonable  amount  of  time  devoted  to  the 
transaction  of  this  business  cannot  be  said  to 
be  wasted.  It  is  an  important  part  of  our  duty 
to  outline  the  policy  which  the  Association 
shall  pursue  and  to  select  the  officials  who  shall 
be  charged  with  the  execution  of  that  policy. 
We  should  attend  to  those  duties  precisely  as  we 
attend  to  all  others. 

A  rising  vote  being  taken  the  motion  to  adopt 
was  lost ;  receiving  but  30  in  the  affirmative 
out  of  56  present. 

Adjourned  at  3.30  P.  M.,  to  meet  at  Colorado 
Springs,  Wednesday,  August  21,  at  10  A.  M. 

NINTH  SESSION. 

(COBURN     LIBRARY     BUILDING,     COLORADO 
SPRINGS,  WEDNESDAY. MORNING,  AUG.  21.) 

Pres.  UTi<EY  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
10.30  A.  M.,  some  85  or  more  persons  being 
present. 
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COMMITTEE  ON   DR.   POOLE  MEMORIAL, 
made  the  following  preliminary  report : 

Your  committee  has  organized  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Dr.  Wire  as  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  requests  that  members  present  who  wish 
to  subscribe  to  the  fund  hand  their  names  to 
him. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  memo- 
rial take  the  form  of  a  bronze  bust,  which,  with 
a  suitable  pedestal,  can  be  procured  for  a  sum 
not  to  exceed  $500.  This  sum  can  certainly  be 
raised  in  an  association  of  this  size ;  and  your 
committee  would  urge  upon  all  members  of  the 
A.  L-  A.  that  in  thus  paying  respect  to  the 
memory  of  a  distinguished  representative  we 
are  honoring  the  profession  to  which  we  are 
proud  to  belong. 

F.  M.  CRUNDKN,  Chairman. 
J.  N.  WING. 

G.  E.  WIRE. 
The  report  was  adopted. 


REPORT  OF  SPECIAI,  COMMITTEE  ON    ATLANTA 
EXPOSITION. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
communication  from  Agnes  Wallace  and  others 
concerning  the  action  of  this  body  in  regard 
to  the  Atlanta  Cotton  Exposition,  submit  the 
following : 

1.  It  is  advisable  that  the  secretary  respond 
to  the  letters  received,  accepting  the  invitation 
for  individual  members  to  attend  and  take  part 
in  proceedings  of  the  library  congress  to  be 
held  during  the  Exposition. 

2.  It  is  further  advised  that  the  committee 
in  charge  of  the  library  exhibit  be  informed 
that  the  A.  L.  A.  no  longer  has  possession  of 
the  model   library   exhibited  at   Chicago,  the 
same  having  been  given  into  the  charge  of  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  to  whom 
application  should  be  made. 

MARY  EILEEN  AHERN. 
KATHARINE  L.  SHARP. 
EDWIN  H.  ANDERSON. 
Report  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  American 
Library  Association  are  due  and  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  Denver  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to 
the  Colorado  Library  Association,  to  the  resi- 
dent members  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Reception  Com- 
mittee of  Colorado  Springs,  for  the  cordial 
hospitality  they  have  extended  to  this  Associa- 
tion and  for  the  enjoyable  entertainment  they 
have  provided  for  visiting  delegates. 

Adopted. 

Pres.  UTLEY  announced  as  the  particular 
topic  for  discussion  at  this  session,  having  ref- 
erence more  especially  to  local  circumstances 
in  and  for  Colorado, 


SYSTEMS    OF  CONTROL,  SUPPORT,   AND  ADMIN- 
ISTRATION OF  PUBLIC   LIBRARIES. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Louis  R.  Enrich, 
of  Colorado  Springs,  welcoming  the  Association 
and  touching  upon  the  local  library  situation 
and  needs. 

Also,  by  Rev.  Dr.  James  B.  Gregg,  and  Wal- 
ter C.  Frost,  in  the  same  connection. 

Following  those  speakers,  several  members 
of  the  Association  from  various  localities  each 
spoke  briefly,  giving  personal  experiences  or 
pertinent  ideas  by  way  of  suggestion  to  those 
of  Colorado  present  and  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject ;  viz. :  H:  M.  Utley,  H.  L.  Elmendorf, 
Miss  C.  M.  Hewins,  W:  T.  Eastman,  Henry  J. 
Carr,  T:  T.  Woodruff,  C:  Alex.  Nelson,  and  J. 
N.  Wing. 

Short  responses  were  made  by  Rev.  Philip 
Washburn,  L:  R.  Ehrich,  and  W.  A.  Platt,  of 
Colorado  Springs. 

(The  several  speakers  at  this  session  were 
not  reported  verbatim,  but  Acting  Sec'y  Nelson 
has  given  an  abstract  of  the  essential  part  of 
their  remarks  in  the  Library  Journal,  20:317- 
319,  for  September,  1895.) 

Sec'y  Nelson  read  a  letter  from  MELVIL 
DEWEY,  transmitting  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CO-OPERATION, 
and  expressing  regrets  relative  to  his  enforced 
absence  from  this  Conference  ;  also  referring 
to  the  political  investigations  under  way  at 
Albany. 

The  committee  report  was  read  by  title  and 
accepted  for  printing  in  the  Proceedings. 

(See  p.  58.) 
Further  consideration  of  items  in  the 

QUESTION   BOX, 

postponed  from  a  previous  session,  was  omitted. 

On  motion  of  W:  R.  Eastman,  unanimous 
thanks  were  voted  to  H.  L.  J.  WARREN  for  his 
self-denying  and  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of 
those  members  participating  in  the  post-con- 
ference excursion  and  the  session  at  Colorado 
Springs. 

Meetings  of  Sections, — Publishing,  College 
Library,  New  York,  etc.,  were  called  to  take 
place  after  adjournment. 

(No  reports  of  their  transactions  have  come 
to  the  hands  of  the  Recorder,  and  it  is  presumed 
that  they  were  held  informally,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  the  respective  officers  and 
committees  of  each  for  another  year.) 

Conference  adjourned  at  12.20  NOON. 
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SOCIAL    AND    TRAVEL    FEATURES    OF    THE    CONFERENCE. 
BY  MARY  EMOGENE  HAZELTINE. 


I.  PRE-CONFERENCE. 

A  year,  almost,  had  slipped  away  since  we 
said  good-bye  one  to  another  among  the  hills 
of  New  York,  a  year  of  serious  work,  seeming 
often  long  and  tedious  ;  yet  so  kind  is  time, 
that  we  thought  it  but  a  day  when  the  re-union 
came,  and  good-bye,  God-speed  !  became  all 
hail ! 

It  is  true  that  "the  deeper  part  of  one's  na- 
ture will  often  go  to  sleep,  and  then  the  surface 
can  enjoy  itself."  Who  shall  say  what  we  did 
with  our  deeper  natures,  whether  they  were 
packed  in  our  grips,  or  trunks,  or  whether 
they  were  left  in  our  desks,  ready  to  be  for- 
warded for  the  business  of  the  Conference  ? 
Surely  they  had  gone  to  sleep  for  a  time,  as  we 
journeyed  from  all  directions  to  join  forces  at 
Chicago,  August  nth.  And  be  it  known  that 
whatever  our  time,  or  train,  or  number,  a  cor- 
dial reception  awaited  us  at  the  station  there. 
The  eastern  party  came  in  the  Pullman, 
Sirius,  which  accounted  for  the  dog-star  weather 
in  Baltimore  and  Washington.  They  had  many 
tales  to  relate  of  their  trip,  of  the  rolling  coun- 
try and  pleasing  views  that  the  many-curved 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  afforded,  and  the  "back 
porch"  was  somewhat  the  worse  for  scenery, 
or  rather  scenery-loving  people. 

The  time,  after  all  had  assembled,  was  quite 
too  short  in  which  to  view  the  attractive  libra- 
ries of  the  city,  for  in  our  behalf,  the  zealous 
reception  committee  had  overcome  Sunday 
bolts  and  bars,  giving  us  access  to  the  new 
Chicago  Public  Library,  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  builder,  yet  affording  suggestions  of  its 
future ;  to  the  Newberry  and  its  riches  ;  and  to 
Armour  Institute  with  its  energetic  manage- 
ment. It  was  a  quiet,  peaceful  day,  a  true 
Sunday,  for  it  is  "Christ  in  whom  are  hid  all 
the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge." 

In  the  early  evening  the  pilgrims  gathered 
at  the  Union  station,  and  the  Tower  of  Babel 
was  begun  anew,  with  blocks  of  tickets,  berth 
checks,  baggage  and  more  greetings,  as  new 
members  appeared.  Many  of  us  were  travel- 
ing as  pharmacists,  and  our  endeavors  to  ap- 


pear wise  in  this  disguise  may  have  added  to 
the  confusion. 

At  last  all  was  seemingly  arranged,  and  we 
filed  through  the  great  iron  gate,  only  to  en- 
counter more  difficulties,  adding  more  blocks 
to  our  tower  the  while.  It  was  the  same  Sirius 
that  caused  this  last  confusion,  for  had  it  not 
been  sent  to  the  repair  shops,  all  on  account  of 
its  rear  platform  ?  And  its  successor,  the  Him- 
alaya, looked  freezingly  upon  Sirius  checks. 
It  was  amusing  to  note  the  self-satisfied  air  of 
the  Chicago  party  when  they  discovered  that 
their  quarters  were  in  Parnassus.  When  the 
train  pulled  out  of  Chicago  at  10.30  o'clock, 
all  were  ready  for  the  quiet  and  rest  of  the 
night,  the  forerunner  of  an  anticipated  ride 
across  the  plains. 

The  events  of  Monday  began  with  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Mississippi,  sight  of  which  was 
missed  by  some,  owing  to  the  early  hour.  All 
day  we  journeyed  through  Iowa  and  Nebraska, 
learning  to  know  in  very  truth  what  "waving 
corn"  means.  A  year  of  plenty  had  come  to 
the  land,  and  we  were  never  tired  of  gazing  at 
the  hundreds  of  acres  of  green.  The  flowers, 
along  the  way  delighted  us,  our  inward  eye 
seeing  in  those  fields  now  a  forest  swept  with 
breezes,  now  the  sea  with  its  waves  breaking 
under  our  windows,  helping  us  bear  the  heat 
of  the  day,  and  now  the  goodly  harvest  of  the 
farmer,  with  whom  we  rejoiced  for  the  garden 
of  the  desert  was  in  its  prime,  gay  with  sun- 
flowers, poppies  and  asters. 

Nor  was  the  visiting  neglected,  nor  the  din- 
ing car,  despite  all  these  outward  attractions. 
This  was  a  gala  day,  and  it  was  improved  to 
the  full.  The  Missouri  was  crossed  in  the  after- 
noon, bringing  us  tidings  from  the  mountains 
whither  we  journeyed.  At  Omaha  and  Lincoln 
came  more  reunions,  and  a  hearty  welcome 
from  the  yet  far  distant  city ;  a  welcome  that 
labeled  us  all  in  silver,  "A.  L,.  A.,  Denver, 
1895."  And  then  across  the  prairie  what  radi- 
ant pictures  we  beheld,  as  thjs  sun  went  down 
in  crimson  and  gold !  As  we  journeyed  into 
the  night  we  made  the  way  merry  with  music, 
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9.1 


by  the  aid  of  Oliver  Ditson  arid  his  book,  and 
the  ringing  voice  of  our  host. 

Tuesday  morning  brought  a  glorious  dawn, 
with  the  mountains  in  haze  upon  the  plains, 
telling  us  that  we  were  nearing  our  journey's 
end,  and  the  customary  hurry  and  bustle  at- 
tended our  arrival.  No  more  playing  on  the 
way  to  school,  it  was  time  to  produce  the  seri- 
ous side  of  our  natures,  for  were  we  not  warned 
that  school  would  begin  in  an  hour  ? 

II.  CONFERENCE. 

School  kept  at  Denver  during  four  days,  but 
there  is  a  recess  even  in  those  most  strictly 
managed,  and  there  were  many  delightful 
"between  times"  at  Denver. 

After  the  long,  hot  journey,  it  was  most  re- 
freshing to  find  a  flowery  welcome  in  our 
rooms,  for 

"  Here  are  sweet  peas,  on  tiptoe  for  a  flight, 
With  wings  of  gentle  flush  o'er  delicate  white. 

And  taper  fingers  catching  at  all  things, 
To  bind  them  all  about  with  tiny  rings." 

And  these  flowers  proved  worthy  messengers 
of  the  Colorado  Library  Association,  that  bound 
us  all  about  with  a  royal  good  time. 

On  the  first  evening  an  "acquaintance  meet" 
in  the  ladies'  ordinary  of  the  Windsor  was 
thoroughly  enthusiastic,  with  its  bright  sal- 
lies, good  stories  and  anecdotes ;  and,  though 
semi-official,  deserves  mention  among  the 
doings  of  our  gayer  selves,  for  it  made  us  one 
and  all  acquainted — a  jolly  band  of  com- 
rades we,  quite  ready  for  the  Adventure  in  the 
Far  West  which  next  befell  us.  If  it  took  a 
"whole  book"  by  C.  L-  A.,  author  of  Good 
Intentions,  to  summon  us  to  this  adventure, 
surely  it  needs  a  book  to  tell  of  it ;  to  tell  how 
the  High  School  building  by  some  magic  be- 
came a  reception  hall,  where  we  were  most 
cordially  received  by  the  good  people  of  Den- 
ver ;  and  of  the  gay  scene,  where  music  and 
flowers,  milk  and  honey,  talk  and  laughter 
mingled. 

On  Thursday  came  a  good  whole  holiday 
with  the  "  Loop-trip  "  for  some,  and  a  "Jog  to 
the  smelters"  for  others.  We  will  listen  to  a 
tale  of  the  Loop,  by  one  who  went.* 

Loop-  Trip. 

We  had  not  been  in  Denver  very  long  before 
it  began  to  be  whispered  about  that  certain 

*  Minnie  M.  Oakley. 


members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  were  going  to  run  off 
for  a  day  and  take  the  trip  over  the  "Loop." 
The  whisper  became  a  more  distinct  utterance, 
and  finally  it  was  announced  that  the  regular 
sessions  for  Thursday  would  be  postponed,  that 
all  might  take  the  loop-trip  if  they  desired 
without  having  any  unattended  sessions  on 
their  consciences.  Consequently  at  8.30  o'clock 
on  the  morning  appointed,  most  of  the  party 
were  to  be  seen  comfortably  seated  in  an  obser- 
vation car  ready  for  the  short  journey  into 
"the  heart  of  the  Rockies"  over  the  famous 
loop. 

The  short  ride  of  fourteen  miles  from  Denver 
to  Golden,  with  the  foot-hills  ever  drawing 
nearer,  only  increased  the  thrill  of  expectancy 
all  felt,  who  had  never  before  been  in  a  moun- 
tain canon. 

The  goggle  boy  diverted  our  attention  for  a 
few  brief  moments,  as  he  passed  through  the 
train  and  made  us  all  believe  that  our  eyes 
would  seriously  suffer  from  the  ever  present 
cinder  if  we  did  not  provide  ourselves  with  the 
ugly  blue  things  he  had  for  sale ;  so  we  pur- 
chased his  wares,  adjusted  them  with  the  feel- 
ing that  if  we  did  look  like  a  new  species  of 
human  being,  we  were  at  least  doing  the 
proper  thing,  and  prepared  for  the  worst — or 
best. 

Golden  stands  at  the  entrance  of  Clear  Creek 
Canon,  and  is  a  pretty  little  town  containing 
the  State  School  of  Mines,  which  we  could  see 
distinctly  from  the  train.  It  seemed  impossible 
to  believe  that  we  were  already  over  400  feet 
higher  than  we  were  at  Denver,  but  the  guide- 
book said  so,  and  we  believed  it.  We  took  the 
attitude  toward  the  guide-book  that  Mark 
Twain  did  toward  the  man  who  told  him  some 
wonderful  tale.  He  said  afterwards,  when  re- 
peating the  story,  "Of  course  I  believe  it,  for 
did  I  not  see  the  man  who  told  me  ?" 

The  railroad  follows  the  course  of  Clear  Creek 
for  about  sixty  miles,  through  weird  mountain 
scenery,  first  on  one  side  of  the  river,  then  on 
the  -other ;  through  narrow  gorges,  rocky 
passes,  by  little  towns  shut  in  by  the  moun- 
tains, under  ledges  of  rock  and  over  bridges, 
until  finally  after  crossing  and  recrossing  itself 
many  times,  each  time  rising  higher  and  higher, 
one  was  enabled  at  the  highest  point,  just  above 
Georgetown,  to  look  backward  and  downward 
and  see  six  distinct  lines  of  track  crossing  each 
other  at  different  altitudes,  with  the  pretty 
little  city  of  Georgetown  nestling  far  below 
them  all. 

The  loop  is  indeed  "  a  railway  on  a  bender, 
the  apotheosis  of  gyration,  the  supreme  luxury 
of  entanglement,"  and  makes  one  feel  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  human  ingenuity  in  the 
world,  and  that  railroad  engineering  skill  is 
something  to  be  mightily  respected. 

After  arriving  at  Silver  Plume  the  party  sep- 
arated into  little-  groups  for  lunch  ;  some  going 
to  the  hotel,  and  others  taking  their  baskets 
and  climbing  the  mountain  side  for  a  short 
distance  to  an  inviting  ledge  where  the  cold 
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chicken,  sandwiches,  pickles,  pie,  et  cetera, 
could  be  invitingly  displayed.  The  mountain 
air,  so  cool  and  invigorating,  proved  a  wonder- 
ful appetizer,  and  it  was  not  long  before  even 
the  pie  had  disappeared  and  those  who  wished 
to  explore  "green  fields  and  pastures  new," 
wandered  up  the  mountain  side  to  a  mine, 
where  some  of  the  most  venturesome  displayed 
courage  by  going  several  hundred  feet  into  it. 
The  sensation  experienced  when  one  gets 
fairly  into  a  mine  with  the  guides  ahead  carry- 
ing lighted  candles,  making  the  darkness 
more  gruesome,  is  only  equaled  by  getting  out 
and  being  told  that  "You  nearly  stepped  into 
a  shaft  85  feet  deep,  but  you  turned  just  in 
time." 

Before  leaving  Silver  Plume  our  eyes  were 
gladdened  by  the  sight  of  sturdy  mountain 
children  carrying  bunches  of  the  Colorado 
state  flower,  the  lavender  and  white  columbine, 
which  found  a  ready  sale  among  the  librarians. 

While  waiting  for  the  train  we  were  highly 
entertained  by  two  of  the  most  dignified  and 
jolly  members  of  the  party  who  captured  a 
couple  of  burros,  and  started  for  a  short  ride. 
With  the  peculiar  contrariness  for  which  the 
little  beasts  are  noted,  they  refused  to  take  the 
same  gait  or  respond  to  the  pulls  of  the  bridle, 
or  to  endearing  epithets,  but  were  finally  in- 
duced to  halt  within  a  short  distance  of  each 
other  long  enough  to  have  their  pictures  taken. 

The  kindly  greeting  given  to  strangers  by 
the  mountain  dwellers  was  noticeable  several 
times  during  the  day.  Groups  of  children  near 
the  track  waved  and  shouted  and  waved  until 
their  little  arms  and  voices  must  have  been 
somewhat  weary,  and  the  librarians  responded 
heartily  by  waving  their  handkerchiefs  as  long 
as  the  children  were  in  sight. 

The  home  trip  was  made  in  good  time,  for  it 
was  considerably  like  sliding  down  hill.  Six 
o'clock  found  the  library  wanderers  again  in 
Denver  wending  their  way  to  the  hotel,  satis- 
fied with  the  day,  congratulating  themselves 
upon  the  new  friends  made,  and  the  wonderful 
scenery  enjoyed,  laughing  over  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  numerous  funny  times,  and  pro- 
foundly sorry  for  those  who  had  remained 
behind  to  visit  the  smelters. 

A  people  who  can  entertain  several  Associa- 
tions in  one  season — even  two  at  a  time,  with 
no  more  evidence  of  confusion  than  the  re- 
mark that  "  The  women  are  all  librarians,  and 
the  men  all  druggists  " — must  certainly  possess 
attractions,  and  furnish  "funny  times."  Those 
who  stayed  away  from  the  mountains  found 
much  pleasure  and  amusement  in  the  life  of 
the  hospitable  city. 

Part  of  an  hour  was  delightfully  spent  en- 
joying a  veritable  bird's-eye  view  from  the  top 
of  the  Equitable  Building — it  would  be  more 
fitting  to  say  palace,  so  magnificent  is  the 


structure — to  which  the  librarians  held  the  key, 
for  the  Hon.  Henry  Wolcott  had  kindly  pre- 
sented A.  Iv.  A.  members  with  passes  to  its 
roof. 

There  were  the  parks  to  visit,  where  irriga- 
tion and  the  skill  of  the  landscape  gardener 
have  converted  the  desert  of  a  few  years  ago 
into  a  bower  of  loveliness.  Here  one  little 
woman,  not  from  the  West,  spied  a  plot  where 
the  plants  were  arranged  to  read,  "Welcome 
N.  E.  A.,"  which  she  readily  translated  "Wel- 
come, New  England — what  does  the  A  stand 
for?" 

The  curio  shops  with  their  wealth  of  moun- 
tain treasures,  lured  many  on  to  spend  time 
and  money.  Very  beautiful  were  the  piles  of 
gems  that  had  in  some  way  caught  the  varied 
tints  of  the  land ;  especially  fascinating  were 
the  agates,  onyx  and  all  the  minerals  that  gave 
the  spirit  of  the  mountains  ;  the  quaint  pot- 
tery and  dainty  needlework  that  bespoke  an- 
other race,  and  trinkets  worked  from  silver 
and  gold,  mined  hard  by,  were  not  passed 
without  due  admiration.  Selections  were  made 
from  these  until  trunk  space  failed  and  lunch- 
eon time  had  come  and  almost  gone. 

To  the  smelters  in  the  afternoon  a  special 
train  bore  a  goodly  company,  and  very  inter- 
esting it  was  to  follow  a  carload  of  seemingly 
plain,  every-day  earth  and  rock  through  the 
many  processes  of  pounding  and  grinding  to 
powder ;  of  sampling,  testing,  sifting,  resiftiug 
and  smelting  until  a  stream  of  molten  slag, 
that  suggested  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone, 
flowed  at  our  feet,  while  another  hastened  away 
for  chemical  precipitation,  which  final  process 
revealed  at  last  the  pure  silver,  ready  for  the 
mould.  As  we  looked  upon  the  unattractive 
ore,  borne  into  the  hot,  noisy  smelters,  which 
seemed  like  a  city  of  chimneys  and  smoke,  we 
wondered  if  any  good  thing  could  come  out  of 
these,  and  behold — the  shining  silver  blocks, 
worthy  a  place  in  the  pavement  of  the  City 
Beautiful. 

Friday,  our  last  day  in  Denver,  was  one  long 
to  be  remembered,  for.  in  the  afternoon  came 
the  electric  car  ride,  to  which  we  were  bidden 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  It  was  a  per- 
fect day,  and  we  rode  for  miles  through  city 
streets,  and  out  onto  the  plains,  gaining  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  the  mountains,  grim,  austere, 
majestic,  yet  softened  by  a  distance  that  we 
could  not  realize.  With  this  environment  of 
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mountains  and  beautiful  plain,  where  there  is 

"  Room!  room  to  turn  round  in,  to  breathe  and  be 
free." 

with  homes  and  offices  and  palaces  of  stone, 
with  parks  and  long  vistas  of  pleasant  streets, 
terminating  apparently  in  the  mountains;  with 
all  these  and  much  more,  Denver  is  one  of  the 
beautiful  cities  of  the  world,  and  has  some  as- 
pects of  situation  in  which  no  city  can  surpass 
it,  making  it  almost  worthy  to  be  called,  as 
Jerusalem  was  of  old,  "the  joy  of  the  whole 
earth." 

The  evening  brought  us  to  our  annual  din- 
ner, a  feast  fit  for  a  king,  with  bullion  (in  cups) 
and  silver  punch.  As  ever,  there  were  ready 
speeches  that  delighted  all ;  especially  do  we 
recall  the  many  local  hits  of  the  Hon.  Platt 
Rogers,  who  honored  our  board  that  evening. 
An  hour  of  song  followed  in  the  parlors,  and 
then  we  departed  to  pack  our  trunks,  ready  for 
an  early  start  in  the  morning. 

Four  days  in  Denver  sufficed  only  to  give 
.us  a  great  longing  to  spend  many  days  there ; 
but  other  scenes  beckoned,  and  time  pressed, 
so  we  bade  farewell  to  pur  hosts,  trying,  but  in 
vain,  to  find  words  in  which  to  express  our 
appreciation  of  their  royal  hospitality. 

m.     POST-CONFERENCE. 

It  began  Saturday  morning,  August  i7th, 
nominally  at  8.30  o'clock,  but  really  an  hour 
later  (due  to  the  "wonderful  air"  and  the 
brakes)  when  the  train,  longer  by  an  extra  car 
to  accommodate  our  party  of  thirty,  pulled 
out  on  the  Denver,  Leadville  and  Gunnison 
Railroad  (South  Park  Line).  We  had  not  an 
observation  car,  but  the  first  sight  of  the  South 
Platte,  dancing  and  leaping  over  its  rocky  bed, 
proved  that  platforms  served  as  well,  and  not 
only  back-platforms,  of  which  there  are  never 
enough  to  go  around,  but  also  midway  ones. 

One  of  the  party,  whose  courage  in  wearing 
those  becoming  goggles  was  the  envy  of  us  all, 
was  here,  there,  and  everywhere ;  now  on  the 
back  platform,  now  all  between,  and  now  dis- 
appearing for  a  time,  when  rumor  hath  it  that 
even  the  engine  became  his  vantage  ground. 
He  was  guide  and  enthusiast  in  one,  and  when 
on  the  great  heights,  spirits  lagged  or  sight 
grew  dim,  fresh  courage  and  inspiration  were 
gained  from  his  enjoyment  of  it  all. 

After  numerous  stops  at  the  small  summer 


resorts,  we  passed  behind  the  foothills,  into 
the  cafion  of  the  Platte,  where  every  stage  of 
our  progress  brought  a  new  scene.  There  were 
narrow  defiles,  where  rushing  river  and  speed- 
ing train  contended  for  the  right  of  way ;  there 
were  broader  views,  where  distant  mountains 
were  revealed,  and  mountain  temples  fashioned 
with  domes  and  spires,  and  castles  in  Spain  for 
all  of  us. 

Leaving  the  canon,  we  rose  steadily  to  the 
great  plateau,  the  little  narrow-gauge  eng:ne 
bravely  overcoming  one  mountain  after  an- 
other, and  expecting  us  to  as  bravely  overcome 
the  constant  shower  of  cinders.  Along  this 
tortuous  way,  cut  at  a  heavy  grade,  we  mounted 
Keiiosha  Hill,  into  a  smart  hail  and  rain  storm, 
giving  the  touch  of  gray  and  effect  of  mountain 
storm  that  we  had  wished  for.  From  the  top 
of  Kenosha  we  descended  rapidly,  every  curve 
calling  forth  expressions  of  wonder  and  de- 
light, until  in  a  burst  of  sunshine,  the  clouds 
all  gone,  South  Park  came  suddenly  into  view, 
and  our  tribute  was  silence — "like  the  hush 
before  the  prayer." 

Dinner  at  Como,  in  the  Park,  was  most  wel- 
come, for  in  very  truth  we  were  hungry ;  the 
dinner  was  good,  with  blue  mosquito  netting 
for  coloring,  and  pickles  for  relishes.  As  we 
left  the  Park,  the  placer  mining  along  the 
gulch  diverted  us  for  a  time,  and  then  the  gal- 
lant little  engine  dragged  us  around  and  over  a 
mountain,  and  around  and  over  another  and 
another,  until  we  knew  not  which  way  to  look, 
so  extensive  was  the  view  as  we  approached 
the  very  crest  of  the  continent ;  and  while  the 
train  paused  on  the  crest,  from  the  region  of 
the  clouds  we  gained  a  view  of  the  valley,  pro- 
tected by  mountains  piled  on  mountains, 

"  Bathed  in  the  tenderest  purple  of  distance, 
Tinted  and  shadowed  by  pencils  of  air." 

Quick  time  was  made  on  the  down  grade 
from  Breckenridge  to  Dickey,  where  we  had 
twenty  minutes  while  the  train  went  to  Dillon 
and  back.  It  was  a  relief  after  the  panorama 
of  mountains  with  all  their  majesty  of  outline 
and  beauty  of  coloring,  to  come  so  near  to  the 
flowers  that  we  could  pluck  and  carry  them 
away,  resplendent  with  the  vivid  Colorado 
colors. 

Who  shall  attempt  to  tell  of  the  ride  to  Lead- 
ville around  the  mountain  sides,  as  the  west 
grew  crimson  with  retiring  day  ?  Who  shall 
attempt  to  tell  of  that  valley  of  green  with  its 
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thread  of  silver,  the  peaceful  source  of  the 
mighty  Arkansas? 

Into  Leadville  we  ran  at  dusk,  with  an  hour 
for  rest  and  dinner  at  the  Vendome,  and  time 
for  transfer  to  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande, 
where  a  special  car  was  in  waiting.  The  song- 
book  was  produced  as  we  pulled  out  of  I/ead- 
ville ;  the  singers  gathered  in  the  middle  of  the 
car,  and  made  melody  unto  themselves,  and 
further  beguiled  the  way  with  stories  and  rid- 
dles and  naps.  Glenwood  Springs  was  reached 
at  11:30  o'clock,  and  by  Sunday  all  was  quiet 
and  serene. 

That  Sunday  amid  the  mountains  towering 
high  above  us,  and  around  us,  rare  red  in  the 
sunlight,  darkening  into  shades  of  russet  as 
the  day  waned !  The  Hotel  Colorado,  a  verita- 
ble palace  in  the  wilderness,  with  fine  meals 
and  good  service,  even  to  the  dignified  head 
waiter  whom  we  remembered  as  the  autocrat 
of  the  Mirror  Lake  Hotel  at  Lake  Placid !  The 
fountain  in  the  court  yard ;  the  arbor  of  wild  cu- 
cumber, studded  with  morning  glories  that  were 
glories  indeed,  large,  velvety,  and  colored  as 
only  Colorado  sunshine  can  color ;  the  tank  of 
lotus  blossoms,  the  bath  houses,  and  the  famous 
pool  lying  between  the  hotel  and  the  river — all 
this  to  compass  in  one  day — but  we  did  our 
best. 

Some,  after  a  drink  of  brine,  reported  for  an 
early  breakfast,  then  wandered  over  the  rocks 
and  cliffs,  presumably  in  search  of  wild-cats. 
Others  preferred  a  late  breakfast,  a  walk  about 
the  town,  and  a  rest  on  the  shaded  porch,  "just 
drinking  in  the  scene."  And  yet  others,  some- 
what more  daring,  ventured  a  ride  over  the  old 
stage  road,  up  the  canon  of  the  Grand.  As  we 
rode  along  the  narrow  way,  with  sheer  moun- 
tain wall  on  one  side,  and  precipitous  river 
bank  on  the  other,  one  of  the  party  suggested 
what  a  capital  illustration  it  would  make  for 
a  Sunday  school  book  should  an  accident 
happen. 

What  a  text  for  a  sermon  the  everlasting  hills 
afforded !  We  could  read  them  more  carefully 
than  from  a  car  window,  and  could  know  more 
certainly  the  history  of  that  canon,  the  titanic 
struggle  between  the  river  and  the  mountain. 
In  fancy,  we  peopled  that  lonely  gorge  with  a 
mighty  race,  traced  their  castles  with  draw- 
bridges, and  forts  guarded  by  stately  sentinels 
of  pine.  On  the  return,  the  view  up  the  open- 


ing of  the  cafion  called  forth  again  the  tribute 
of  silence. 

In  the  afternoon  many  of  us  fell  prey  to  the 
famous  pool,  and  yet  others  in  the  evening. 
At  night,  the  fountain  proved  to  be  an  electric 
one.  A  brilliant  stream  rose  to  a  height  far 
above  the  tiled  roof  of  the  hotel,  while  a  search 
light  in  one  of  the  towers  added  to  the  effect, 
and  music  from  a  distance  made  it 'Seem  like 
fairy-land. 

Monday  morning  found  us  exploring  the 
town,  making  the  most  of  the  time  a  late  train 
afforded,  for  we  were  loath  to  leave  Glenwood 
and  the  pool.  On  boarding  the  train,  we  found 
two  of  the  librarians  who  had  journeyed  to 
Utah ;  and  when  we  heard  their  enthusiastic 
accounts  of  the  country,  we  knew  why  the 
train  was  late ! 

The  journey  of  that  day  is  another  one  to  be 
remembered.  Some  of  the  librarians  had  ex- 
pressed fears  about  the  scenery,  that  it  would 
not  hold  out,  but  their  fears  were  groundless  ; 
for,  as  the  train  whirled  up  the  cafion  of  the 
Grand,  around  curves  and  rocky  bluff's,  through 
tunnels  black  and  smoky,  that  made  the  view 
all  the  more  magnificent  by  reason  of  contrast, 
the  fear  was  not  would  the  scenery  hold  out  — 
but  would  we  ? 

At  noon  we  climbed  Tennessee  Pass  to  L,ead- 
ville,  where  we  had  a  twenty  minute  lunch ; 
then  we  left  the  high  altitudes  for  the  cafion  of 
the  Arkansas,  with  its  memories  of  the  Overland 
Trail.  Down  we  rushed,  sometimes  through 
peaceful  valleys  and  past  thriving  little  towns, 
and  then  for  miles  under  frowning  battlemented 
cliffs,  mottled  with  dwarf  pines.  Often  a  dull 
green  rock  framed  itself  against  a  red  cliff,  like 
a  cameo  cut  by  a  -Titan  hand.  Oh !  what  has 
color  meant  to  us  since  those  days !  Earth  and 
sand  and  rock  —  pink,  rose-red,  deep-red,  some- 
times mingled  with  grays,  —  a  line  of  brilliant 
green  along  the  river  banks  and  over  all  the 
wonderful  blue  of  the  Colorado  sky.  Surely 
this  state  does  not  belie  its  name  —  Colorado, 
the  red  land. 

At  Salida,  a  delegate  sent  from  the  Colorado 
Springs  party  waited  to  greet  us,  and  urge  us 
to  hasten,  for  they  were  lonely  without  the 
other  half.  From  Salida,  the  canon  grew  nar- 
rower and  narrower,  and  we  were  glad  of  the 
surging,  rushing  river  that  followed  us ;  for 
there  was  a  spirit  of  loneliness  in  this  lower 


SOCIAL    AND    TRAVEL    FEATURES. 


97 


gorge,  that  the  little  mining  cabins,  scattered 
here  and  there,  only  served  to  increase.  If 
Carlyle  had  been  plunged  in  these  regions  at 
at  the  time  of  the  Everlasting  Yea,  he  would 
indeed  have  found  Nature  to  be  the  "Living 
Garment  of  God"  —  but  there  would  have  been 
no  village  fires,  no  smoke  from  the  valley  to 
tell  him  of  the  "Brotherhood  of  man." 

No  tongue  or  pen  can  describe  the  Royal  Gorge, 
the  grand  finale  of  the  day,  with  its  famous 
hanging  bridge,  representing  the  triumph  of 
mind  over  matter ;  and  while  we  were  yet  lost 
in  admiration  and  awe,  storing  our  memory 
with  the  majestic  vision,  we  ran  out  into  the 
green  and  fertile  plain,  where  the  fruits  of  the 
land  appeared. 

Our  last  meal  on  the  twenty  minute  schedule, 
at  Pueblo,  was  the  worst  on  the  trip ;  and  only 
"Colorado  Curry "  as  served  by  "Trilby"  pulled 
us  through.  Then,  for  two  hours,  we  journeyed 
into  the  evening,  to  Colorado  Springs,  where 
we  were  gleefully  hailed  by  the  party  that 
stayed  by  the  goods,  while  we  explored  the 
mountains  ;  and  by  a  good  librarian,  a  member 
of  the  ever  attentive  Colorado  Library  Asso- 
ciation, who  made  quick  work  in  parcelling  us 
out  to  hospitable  boarding  houses.  So  ended 
that  day's  journey  from  the  mountains  to  the 
plain. 

The  next  morning,  early,  the  rest  of  the 
Utah  party  reported,  and  confirmed  the  ad- 
ventures of  those  who  first  escaped  from  the 
beguiling  regions,  with  a  tale  somewhat  as 
follows  :  * 

Glimpses  of  Salt  Lake  City. 

When  we  announced  our  determination  to 
pay  a  visit  to  the  city  of  the  letter  Day  Saints, 
much  and  varied  was  the  advice  given  us  by 
kind  friends.  One  said  that  the  weather  was 
too  hot ;  another  that  the  journey  was  too 
tiresome ;  and  a  third  that  there  was  absolutely 
nothing  to  see  between  the  state  line  of  Colo- 
rado and  Salt  Lake  City.  But  in  spite  of  all 
these  discouraging  utterances  we  remained 
firm  in  our  resolve  to  make  the  trip,  and  here 
is  an  endeavor  to  show  how  we  were  compen- 
sated. 

Leaving  Denver  on  Friday,  August  i6th,  by 
way  of  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railroad, 
we  set  out  on  pur  journey  of  716  miles.  Any 
words  descriptive  of  the  beauties  of  the  Royal 
Gorge  and  Tennessee  Pass  would  be  entirely 
inadequate,  particularly  as  our  supply  of  ad- 
jectives had  been  exhausted  long  before.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  we  were  deeply  delighted  and  im- 
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pressed  by  all  that  we  saw  and  would  warmly 
recommend  other  tourists  to  make  the  same 
trip,  although  the  last  stage  over  the  arid  alkali 
plains  was  exceedingly  hot  and  dusty. 

At  noon,  on  Saturday,  we  arrived  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  after  registering  at  the  Templeton, 
promptly  took  the  train  for  Saltair  Beach,  a 
new  and  popular  resort  on  Great  Salt  Lake. 
The  Pavilion,  erected  by  Mormon  capital,  is 
Moorish  in  style  and  quite  imposing.  Votaries 
of  Terpsichore  may  here  trip  the  light  fantastic 
to  their  heart's  content  on  the  largest  dancing 
floor  in  the  world.  We  never  saw  so  many 
bathing  houses  in  one  place  as  are  here  at  t",:e 
margin  of  the  lake.  It  is  altogether  the  proper 
thing  to  come  at  sunset  and  take  "a  dip  in  the 
briny" — salt  is  no  name  for  it.  After  feasting 
our  eyes  upon  the  vari-colored  waters  of  the 
translucent  lake,  its  mountainous  wood-clad 
islands,  and  one  of  the  most  glorious  sunsets 
imaginable,  we  went  back  to  our  hotel  very 
tired,  but  ready  for  whatever  the  next  day 
might  bring. 

While  at  breakfast  on  Sunday  morning  we 
were  joined  by  two  members  of  the  A.  L-  A., 
who,  like  ourselves,  had  been  energetic  enough 
to  make  the  trip.  It  was  a  little  amusing  to 
learn  that  they  had  kindly  hunted  for  us  before 
breakfast  at  various  hotels,  not  having  noticed 
our  names  directly  above  their  own  on  the 
register  of  the  Templeton.  As  this  hotel  faces 
Temple  Square,  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the 
Mormon  institutions.  Brigham  Young  builded 
better  than  he  knew  when  he  laid  out  the  city 
on  so  magnificent  a  scale.  Think  of  grand 
avenues  132  feet  wide  and  straight  as  an  arrow, 
with  the  squares  between  the  intersecting 
streets  each  ten  acres  in  extent !  The  houses 
are  all  detached,  surrounded  by  pleasant  gar- 
dens, and  streams  of  mountain  water  flow 
along  the  streets,  keeping  the  vegetation  fresh 
and  green.  We  were  told  that  in  former  years 
if  one  were  thirsty  it  was  necessary  only  to 
stoop  and  drink ;  but  since  the  advent  of  the 
Gentile  the  water  has  lost  its  pristine  purity 
and  is  now  only  fit  for  irrigating  purposes. 

On  Temple  Square  stands  the  great  white 
granite  Temple  to  which  no  Gentile  can  be 
admitted,  and  behind  it  are  the  huge  Taberna- 
cle and  spacious  Assembly  Hall.  Not  faraway 
are  the  famous  Beehive  where  Brigham  Young 
lived  and  died ;  the  Lion  Houses  and  the 
Amelia  Palace,  the  tithing-house  where  every 
good  Mormon  still  brings  a  tenth  of  his  in- 
come, which  is  devoted  to  the  church ;  and 
the  church  office,  where  all  affairs  of  State  are 
settled. 

As  we  were  passing  this  house,  a  kindly 
faced  old  man  invited  a  party  of  tourists,  who 
bore  the  indelible  stamp  of  Cook,  to  come  in  ; 
and  we,  nothing  loath,  followed  after.  Although 
somewhat  disgusted  at  the  ill-bred  questions 
asked  by  these  people,  we  were,  as  one  of  our 
party  put  it,  "accessories  after  the  fact,"  and 
very  willingly  stayed  and  listened  to  the  an- 
swers, until  it  was  time  for  services  at  the  Tab- 
ernacle. 
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At  three  o'clock  the  gates  of  the  massive 
wall  surrounding  the  square  were  unlocked, 
and  saints  and  sinners  alike  were  admitted  to 
the  sacred  precincts.  It  took  the  Mormons 
forty  years  to  build  the  Temple,  which  cost 
them  nearly  $6,000,000.  But  in  spite  of  their 
fond  belief  that  in  beauty  it  favorably  compares 
with  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral,  New  York,  we 
were  disappointed  in  the  exterior  view.  We 
were  told,  however,  that  if  we  could  only  see 
the  beauty  of  its  interior— its  rooms  lined  with 
onyx  and  studded  with  precious  stones — we 
would  be  satisfied.  Alas!  our  conversion  to 
the  Mormon  faith  was  the  only  key  which 
would  unlock  the  magic  gate,  and  that  was  too 
great  a  price  to  pay. 

The  Tabernacle  is  a  most  extraordinary 
building,  resembling  a  gigantic  turtle,  and  its 
acoustic  properties  are  wonderful.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  Brigham  Young,  Jr.,  make 
an  address,  such  as  one  might  hear  in  any 
Christian  church,  as  no  doctrinal  points  were 
discussed.  A  missionary,  just  returned  from 
England,  did  not  give  a  very  glowing  account 
of  converts  flocking  to  the  Mormon  standard. 
He  asserted,  however,  that  "persecution  under 
favorable  circumstances"  was  good  for  the 
church.  But  his  report  was  so  distinctly  dis- 
couraging that  if  we  had  been  among  the 
twelve  apostles,  or  even  one  of  the  four  and 
twenty  elders,  seated  about  him  on  the  plat- 
form, we  should  have  been  attempted  to  pull 
him  by  the  coat  tail  and  ask  him  to  refrain 
from  further  exposing  the  weakness  of  the 
cause  to  the  sinners  or  Gentiles  there  assem- 
bled. 

The  music,  rendered  by  a  choir  of  300  well- 
trained  voices,  was  very  fine,  but  the  organist 
was  not  equal  to  the  organ,  which  is  said  to  be 
one  of  the  best  in  this  country.  In  front  of  us 
sat  a  man  with  his  seven  wives,  one  uglier  than 
the  other,  so  we  had  a  good  opportunity  to 
see  Mormon  domestic  life  at  close  range.  A 
prominent  Gentile  told  us  that,  barring  the 
two  great  evils,  polygamy  and  exalting  the 
church  before  the  state,  the  other  Christian 
denominations  might  well  follow  the  Mormon 
example  of  putting  their  religious  principles 
into  practice  in  all  their  business  relations. 

Although  greatly  pleased  with  our  trip,  we 
were  all  glad  to  turn  our  faces  toward  beautiful 
Colorado.  Taking  the  narrow  gauge,  Denver 
and  Rio  Grande,  through  the  sublime  Black 
Cafion  of  the  Gunnison,  over  the  wonderfully 
beautiful  Marshall  Pass,  we  reached  Colorado 
Springs  at  four  o'clock  Tuesday  morning,  ready 
to  aid  in  carrying  out  any  plans  that  the  Colo- 
rado division  had  arranged. 

Tuesday  morning  at  8.00  o'clock  came  the 
trolley  ride  to  Manitou,  for  the  ascent  of  Pike's 
Peak.  Our  reunited  company  numbered  57. 
We  might  record  the  delights  of  that  early 
morning  ride,  with  the  dew  still  on  the  sage, 
giving  us  its  pungent  odor;  with  the  sights 


along  the  pleasant  streets,  with  the  mountains 
radiant  in  the  sunlight,  and  the  Peak  ever  be- 
fore us ; 

"  Fronting  heaven's  splendor, 
Strong  and  full  and  clear." 

We  might  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of 
the  mechanism  of  the  cog-road — but  of  the 
ascent  of  the  Peak,  of  the  sunlit  glimpses  of 
rocks  and  stream,  of  flowers  and  trees,  of  the 
vistas  of  the  world  below,  of  the  ever  ap- 
proaching nearness  to  the  infinite  blue  of 
heaven  we  may  not  speak — and  on  the  summit 

"  We  stand 

In  breathless  awe  beneath  its  dome  of  sky, 
Whose  multiplied  horizons  seem  to  lie 
Beyond  the  bounds  of  earthly  sea  and  land." 

The  round  trip  was  made  in  ease  and  comfort, 
without  accident,  and  those  that  experienced 
difficulty  because  of  the  altitude,  were  few. 

After  a  good  luncheon  at  the  Iron  Springs 
Hotel,  Manitou,  a  long  procession  of  carriages 
appeared  and  bore  some  away  for  an  after- 
noon's drive,  while  others  elected  to  walk. 
The  drive  included  Williams'  Canon,  where  all 
were  a  little  fearful  when  the  turn  was  made  ; 
the  famous  Garden  of  the  Gods,  which  the 
camera  artist  of  the  party  has  reproduced  for 
us,  its  portals,  its  strange  forms  and  weird 
shapes — all  but  its  magnificent  color;  Glen 
Eyrie,  a  wild  and  romantic  retreat,  with  its 
wealth  of  shrubbery  and  vines,  and  confusion 
of  pillars  of  exquisitely  tinted  pink  sandstone, 
the  only  thing  needful  to  make  it  the  seat  of 
the  Garden  of  Eden,  being  the  four  rivers. 
Finally,  the  splendid  drive  along  the  Mesa  at 
sunset,  afforded  a  panorama  of  the  whole. 

Some  were  not  too  tired  to  spend  this  and 
other  evenings  at  the  Broadinoor  Casino,  where 
music  and  gayety  reigned,  or  at  the  El  Paso 
Club,  where  the  brothers  only  were  bidden, 
and  not  the  sisters. 

Wednesday  afternoon  we  divided  forces  "and 
formed  various  small  companies  for  Cheyenne 
Mountain  and  its  cafions,  Monument  Park, 
Manitou  and  the  Springs.  The  party  for  South 
Cheyenne  Cafion  wa&  distinctively  a  burro 
party.  To  be  sure  there  was  scenery  all  along 
from  the  entrance  to  the  foot  of  the  falls,  but 
there  were  also  burros  to  be  managed,  and  the 
riders  were  inexperienced.  The  funny  little 
beasts  kept  better  pace  than  usual,  for  one 
member  walked,  being  informed  that  he  didn't 
need  a  donkey,  and  improved  his  time  and 
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umbrella  in  urging  them  on.  In  sooth,  it  was 
a  picturesque  Iwind,  as  gay  a  company  as  the 
Canterbury  pilgrims,  and  as  good;  for  duti- 
fully they  made  their  pilgrimage  of  the  275 
steps,  bestowed  due  admiration  on  the  seven 
falls,  lingered  for  a  time  in  the  canon,  all  the 
while  doing  penance  because  no  words  were 
left  them  in  which  to  express  their  thoughts 
and  feelings— and  returned  to  the  haunts  of 
man. 

All  but  four,  who  had  yet  another  shrine  to 
visit — the  point  beloved  by  Helen  Hunt,  and 
where  for  a  time  she  rested.  The  glorious 
vision  from  Inspiration  point,  with  its  four- 
way  view,  was  ample  reward  for  the  toil  of  the 
way ;  the  sun  had  set  on  the  highest  mountain 
peaks,  and  shadows  lay  deep  in  the  gorge,  but 
far  out  on  the  plains  the  brightness  and  warmth 
of  day  still  lasted. 

Thursday  morning  brought  more  drives  and 
more  canon  parties,  and  in  the  afternoon  the 
Third  Annual  flower  Festival,  with  its  music 
and  soldiery,  stage  coaches  and  cow-boys,  and 
floats — floats — floats,  was  a  pleasing  change,  a 
touch  of  art  and  life. 

Now  came  the  beginning  of  the  end,  the 
time  for  home-goings  ;  for  some  did  not  re- 
main to  view  the  parade,  some  left  on  a  "  spe- 
cial," while  the  music  still  sounded,  and  some 
departed  in  the  evening.  The  train  from  Den- 
ver that  night  bore  eastward  a  company  of 
thirteen,  leaving  all  good-luck  for  the  excur- 
sion party  to  Cripple  Creek. 

Cripple  Creek   Trip* 

After  having  witnessed  the  beautiful  flower 
carnival  at  Colorado  Springs,  and  bidden  good- 
bye to  many  of  our  good  A.  L,.  A.  friends, 
those  of  us  who  were  left  behind  started  on  the 
Florence  and  Cripple  Creek  Railroad  at  8:30 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  August  230!,  to 
view  the  most  famous  gold  mining  district  in 
the  United  States  at  the  present  time.  We 
were  not  so  few  in  number  after  all,  for  we 
found  there  were  enough  to  justify  the  com- 
pany in  letting  us  have  a  coach  to  ourselves. 

We  soon  left  Colorado  Springs  and  Manitou 
behind  us  and  thought  we  were  leaving  Pike's 
Peak  also  ;  but  the  hoary  old  head  persisted  in 
keeping  us  in  view,  or  rather  letting  us  keep 
him  in  view  in  a  coy  sort  of  way,  appearing 
and  then  disappearing  until  we  were  many 
miles  up  the  Ute  Pass  and  beyond. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  for  guide,  escort, 
and  counsellor,  Mr.  H.  L,.  J.  Warren  of  the 

*  Minnie  M.  Oakley. 


Denver  City  Library,  who  seemed  to  know 
every  place  for  miles  around.  With  unfailing 
courtesy  and  patience  he  answered  questions 
and  explained  local  peculiarities,  and  pointed 
out  places  of  interest  until  we  all  wondered 
how  "one  small  head  could  carry  all  he  knew ;" 
but  we  remembered  that  he  was  a  librarian  — 
then  we  understood.  Mr.  Warren  kindly  told 
us  the  names  of  the  different  mountain  ranges 
of  which  we  were  to  catch  glimpses  before  the 
day  was  over,  and  we  were  learning  Colorado 
geography  very  pleasantly  we  thought,  when 
he  suddenly  asked  us  to  spell  the  name  of  one 
range  of  mountains  which  was  pronounced 
Si-watch.  We  all  had  to  give  it  up  when  we 
found  it  was  spelled  S-a-g-u-a-c-h-e.  Sangre  de 
Christo,  the  name  of  another  range,  was  easy 
after  that. 

We  passed  a  number  of  small  mountain  towns, 
one  of  which  was  Gassy,  the  highest  incor- 
porated city  in  the  United  States.  They  all 
looked  so  new,  so  uupainted,  so  suggestive  of 
pioneer  days  and  the  "49ers."  It  seemed  as  if 
we  were  not  really  there  in  the  flesh,  but  had 
in  some  magical  way  been  dropped  into  the 
middle  of  one  of  Mary  Hallock  Foote's  or  Bret 
Harte's  stories ;  whether  the  scene  was  Cali- 
fornian  or  Coloradian,  we  cared  not.  Poverty 
Flat  niight  have  been  just  around  a  curve,  and 
M'liss  might  have  appeared  any  where,  without 
surprising  us. 

At  one  place  we  saw  passengers  crowding 
into  stage  coaches  to  go  off  in  another  direc- 
tion to  Cripple  Creek,  and  it  was  much  more 
like  the  old  stories  and  pictures  than  Buffalo 
Bill's  stage  coach  performance  at  the  World's 
Fair.  We  were  all  pleased  to  catch  that  pic- 
ture of  the  real  mountain  stage  coach  and  were 
glad  to  feel  that  the  passengers  in  these  days 
need  not  fear  the  Indian  war  cry. 

Arriving  at  Victor,  our  car  was  side-tracked, 
and  we  .  prepared  to  follow  our  leader  and  see 
the  town  and  the  mines.  We  first  visited  the 
principal  hotel  where  we  found  many  of  the 
modern  luxuries.  In  the  large  office  was  a 
grate,  a  mammoth  affair  before  which,  in  various 
attitudes,  sat  a  group  of  men — speculators, 
miners,  and  prospectors !  One  man,  particu- 
larly, attracted  our  attention  as  he  sat  with  his 
eyes  fixed  on  the  blazing  fire.  The  passing  of 
so  many  people  did  not  seem  to  rouse  him  from 
his  reverie,  and  we  wondered  if  he  had  "struck 
it  rich"  and  was  planning  what  to  do  with  his 
wealth  ;  had  he  failed  to  strike  anything  and 
was  '  'down  on  his  luck ; ' '  or,  worse  still,  had 
he  lost  his  all  in  the  adjoining  room  toward 
which  at  that  moment  we  were  going,  in  the 
wake  of  our  worthy  president  ? 

Yes,  we  went  into  the  gambling  room,  where 
they  told  us  the  games  had  been  going  on  con- 
stantly every  hour  of  the  twenty-four  for  six 
months.  The  professionals  were  there  ready 
to  play  with  their  victims,  the  miners  who 
seemed  so  willing  to  be  caught.  After  a  few 
moments  of  close  attention,  it  was  explained  to 
us  that  the  man  we  were  watching  had  won 


100 


DENVER    CONFERENCE. 


fifty  dollars,  and  we  departed  at  ouce  before  he 
had  a  chance  to  lose  it. 

The  streets  of  the  town  were  full  of  men,  in 
fact  only  two  women  were  visible  in  a  walk  of 
three  blocks .  The  reporter  of  the  Victor  Mining 
Record  explained  that  "there  hadn't  been  so 
many  women  in  town  before,  since  the  4th  of 
July  ;"  so  the  coming  of  the  librarians  was 
quite  an  event.  The  men  were  rather  better 
looking  than  we  had  expected.  They  were 
evidently,  many  of  them,  men  of  some  culture, 
who  looked  as  if  they  had  recently  left  good 
homes  behind  them.  There  were,  of  course, 
rough  looking  individuals,  the  type  one  ex- 
pects to  see  in  a  new  mining  town  ;  but  on  the 
whole  the  men  compared  favorably  with  the 
crowds  on  the  Denver  streets. 

We  were  given  an  opportunity  to  go  through 
the  public  sampling  office,  where  we  saw  the 
process  of  treating  the  rough  ore,  and  learned 
how  they  estimate  the  value  of  the  vein  by 
the  sample  of  ore  brought  from  it.  The 
different  processes  were  explained  to  us  very 
clearly,  and  we  were  given  samples  of  the  little 
cupels,  or  cups,  in  which  the  gold  is  finally  sep- 
arated from  all  other  minerals,  and  in  the  heat 
of  the  furnace  forms  itself  into  a  little  bead  or 
button  which  gladdens  the  eyes  of  the  owner. 

We  then  went  to  the  shaft-house  of  the  Inde 
pendenceMine  and  saw  the  ponderous  machin- 
ery so  easily  managed  by  a  lever  that  it  only 
requires  one  man  to  run  it.  The  "one  man" 
looked  very  much  like  "monarch  of  all  he  sur- 
veyed" seated  in  an  arm  chair  on  a  raised 
platform  ;  but  woe  be  to  him  if  the  signals  are 
not  properly  answered. 

There  were  too  many  of  us  to  descend  into 
the  mine,  and  most  of  us  were  glad  not  to  go 
when  we  saw  the  extremely  sudden  way  in 
which  the  cage  dropped  with  its  load  of  human 
freight.  The  men  work  in  shifts  of  eight  hours, 
and  fortunately,  while  we  were  there,  the  shift 


changed  and  we  saw  the  men  with  muddy 
splashes  on  their  pale  faces,  dressed  from  head 
to  foot  in  yellow  water-proof  suits,  come  into 
the  light  of  day  while  other  large  muscular  fel- 
lows waved  us  a  cheerful  adieu  and  dropped 
out  of  sight  415  feet  into  the  black  depths 
below. 

The  owner  of  the  mine  tries  hard,  it  is  said,  to 
keep  his  income  down  to  $120,000  a  month. 

As  we  stood  in  the  shaft  house  we  were  told 
that  we  were  standing  over  property  for  which 
the  owner  had  refused  $3,000,000. 

But,  after  all,  that  did  not  impress  us  as  did 
the  wonderful  view  of  mountains  from  the  side 
of  Battle  Hill,  on  which  we  were  standing.  We 
had  seen  mountain  scenery  before,  and  had  ex- 
hausted all  our  adjectives ;  so  we  could  only 
stand  in  silent  enjoyment  and  gaze  at  the  six 
ranges  in  view,  one  higher  than  another,  until 
it  seemed  as  if  the  last  melted  into  the  clouds. 
Some  things  must  be  felt  as  well  as  seen. 
Words  cannot  describe  that  view.  It  was  fitting 
that  after  the  magnificent  scenery  we  had  en- 
joyed for  two  weeks  the  last  was  best  of  all. 

Some  lingered  on  Saturday  to  visit  Ute  Pass 
and  Rainbow  Falls,  but  as  no  report  has  come 
of  this  jaunt  it  is  evident  that  words  failed  and 
the  days  of  the  Post-Conference,  1895,  were 
ended. 

After  a  most  delightful  trip,  in  most  delight- 
ful company,  "where  learning  and  literature, 
logic  and  oratory,  mirth  and  jollity,  all  were 
guests ;  where  most  cordial  hosts  entertained 
in  a  palace  that  only  nature  could  build,  vault, 
and  color ;  we  journeyed  to  our  homes  and  our 
work,  singing  with  Pippa, 

"  God's  in  his  heaven, 
All's  right  with  the  world." 
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by  99  persons  —  librarians,  assistants  or  trustees. 
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^^'Subscribers  are  requested  to  notify  us  at  once  whether 
they  wish  to  receive  the  work  in  -parts,  or  not 
until  completed. 


THE 


1890-1895. 

PART  i :  Including  LIST  OF  PUBLISHERS,  and  AUTHOR- 
AND-TITLE  ALPHABET,  A-H. 

The  present  issue  of  THE  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE 
covers  the  period  July  i,  1890,  to  June  30,  1895.  It  will 
be  in  two  divisions,  of  which  the  first  contains  the  au- 
thoi -and-title  alphabet,  and  the  second  the  subject  alpha- 
bet, lists  of  government  and  state  publications,  publica- 
tions of  societies,  books  in  series,  etc.  It  will  be  deliv- 
ered, if  desired,  in  parts  as  ready ;  such  parts  may  be 
returned,  when  the  work  is  completed,  to  be  bound. 

Price,  $12.50  in  sheets  ;  and  $15  in  half  morocco 
binding.  ($10  in  sheets  ;  $12.50  in  half  morocco,  to 
subscribers  paying  in  advance  of  publication.)  The 
edition  is  1250  copies  only,  and  there  will  be  no  reissue. 

"  Without  question  the  most  perfect  trade  bibliography 
with  which  we  are  acquainted? — London  Bookseller. 

THE   AMERICAN   CATALOGUE, 

59  DUANE  STREET  (P.  O.  Box  943),  N.  Y. 


December,  '95]  THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  105 

The  Last  1895  Talk  to  Librarians. 

"\  \  7E  have  had  one  year's  schooling  and  experience  in  Indexing, 
but  have  not  graduated  by  any  means.  What  we  don't 
know  on  the  subject,  if  printed  in  pamphlets  and  bound  in  volumes  of 
average  size  in  the  RUDOLPH  PAMPHLET  BINDERS,  would  make  a 
fair  start  for  a  moderate-size  library. 

Speaking  of  this  Binder  invention  reminds  us  that  THE  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL  has  either  a  very  large  circulation,  or  else  about  everybody 
who  takes  it  read  the  second  page  of  cover  last  month.  Better  still, 
many  of  those  who  read  accepted  our  offer  and  are  sampling  the 
Binder.  Changing  the  subject  slightly,  the 

RUDOLPH  REVOLVING  INDEXER 

is  winning  its  way  into  popular  favor,  not  only  in  libraries,  but  in 
other  lines  we  had  not  thought  of.  To  illustrate  :  we  have  recently 
supplied  four  complete  Indexers  to  newspaper  offices.  "  What  for  ?  " 
To  keep  an  index  of  the  contents  of  their  papers,  their  advertising 
cuts,  and  also  of  their  collections  of  pictures  of  eminent  men  and 
women.  Doubtless  this  will  in  time  include  a  long  list  of  librarians 
who  are  using  either  the  RUDOLPH  REVOLVING  INDEXERS,  the 
RUDOLPH  INDEXER  BOOKS,  or  the  RUDOLPH  PAMPHLET  BINDER, 
or  all  three. 

Seriously,  we  are  delighted  with  the  success  of  all  these  inven- 
tions and  their  reception  by  progressive  librarians. 

All  correspondence  promptly  and  cheerfully  answered. 

Very  truly  yours, 

THOMAS   KANE  &   CO. 
I37~I39  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago. 
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•         EDW.  G.  ALLEN'S 

London  Agency  for  American  Libraries, 

28   HENRIETTA   STREET,   COVENT   GARDEN, 
LONDON, 

(FORMERLY  RICH   &  SONS.) 

EDW.  G.  ALLEN  devotes  himself  entirely  to  library  business.  His  long  experience  enables  him 
to  execute  the  orders  of  correspondents  promptly,  cheaply,  and  with  thorough  efficiency.  His  con- 
nection with  all  the  Book  Dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  gives  him  the  command  of  the  British 
Book  Market,  and  qualifies  him  to  serve  his  customers  with  special  advantage,  and  to  bring  promptly 
under  their  notice  all  the  stores  of  Literature,  old  and  new,  on  sale  in  Great  Britain. 

Books  Supplied  at  a  Small   Commission  on  the   Cost  Price,  with  the  usual  Trade 

deductions,  and  forwarded  by  the  quickest  and  cheapest  routes.    Second-hand 

Catalogues  by  early  Mails,  and  no  Commission  charged  on  Orders 

from  them.      Periodicals  and  Newspapers  Posted  Promptly. 

No  expensive  sub-agencies  at  borne  or  abroad,  foreign  books  on  easy  terms . 


Agency  for  the  following  Libraries  and  many  others : 


Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
Libraries  of  Parliament,  Ottawa,  Toronto, 

and  Quebec. 
Amherst  College. 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Brooklyn  Library. 
Brown  University. 
Cornell  University. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 
California  University. 

BINDING. 

Cheap  and  Durable  for  Circulating  Libraries.    Specially  Strong  for  Books  of  Reference.    Superior 
Style  for  Works  of  Art.     Imitation  Antique  for  Rare  Old  Books.     Calf  Extra  in  Every  Variety. 
Best  Half-Binding  for  General  Library  Use.     Pamphlets  Bound  at  Cheap  Rates.     Law- 
Books  In  Law  Calf.     Cheap  Binding  In  Cloth.     Hard-Grained    Roan,  etc.     Dilapi- 
dated Binding  Neatly  Repaired.     Deficiencies  of  Rare  Books  Supplied  In 
Exact  Fac-Simile.     Library  Stamps  to  Order. 


Colorado  University. 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
University  of  Toronto,  Can. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Yale  University. 
Minneapolis  Public  Library. 


We  have  been,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  personally  cognizant  of  Mr.  Allen's  faithfulness  to  the  interests  of 
his  American  customers.  When  a  resident  in  Washington,  ten  years  ago,  we  found  that  the  immense  Congressional 
Library  largely  supplied  its  shelves  through  Mr.  AllerPs  London  Agency.  Many  of  the  extensive  libraries  belonging 
to  the  universities  and  Colleges  in  the  East  have  also  secured  their  Foreign  Books  from  the  same  source,  and  we 
have  heard  from  the  officers  of  these  Institutions  frequent  testimony  to  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  their 
orders  were  always  filled. 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  do  a  greater  service  to  the  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the  West,  to  which  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  than  to  advise  that  they  employ  this  inexpensive  agency  for  replenishing  their  Libraries  with  Eng- 
lish Books." — PRESIDENT  WELCH,  Iowa  Statt  Agricultural  College. 

"No  better  indorsement  of  Mr.  Allen's  Agency  is  possible  than  the  list  of  leading  libraries  that  continue  to  use 
it.  For  30  years,  strict  integrity  and  unexcelled  facilities  have  held  the  oid  and  made  new  patrons.  The  very  large 
business  built  up  demands  only  a  small  commission  instead  of  the  customary  to  per  cent.  A  library  can  safely 
entrust  all  its  London  orders  to  Mr.  Allen  without  getting  other  estimates  and  feei  sure  that  it  is  not  making  a 
mistake." — MELVII,  DEWEY,  .\tnte  Library,  New  York. 


Edw.  G.  Allen's  American  Library  Agency, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON, 

MEMBER    AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL    TERMS  FOR  LARGE  ORDERS. 
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HICCINS'   AMERICAN    DRAWING    INKS 

(Established  1880) 
Are  the  Standard  Liquid  Drawing  Inks  of  the  World. 

They  are  used  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  Schools,  Colleges  and  Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths  of  the  professional  draughtsmen  of  this  country  use  no 
other  drawing  ink. 

Jo.  Pennell  says  of  the  Black  Ink :  "  There  is  no  ink  equal  to  it  for  half 
a  dozen  reasons.  From  the  time  you  open  the  bottle  until  you  have  put  all 
its  contents  on  paper  you  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  it." 

A.  B.  Frost  says  :  "  I  use  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  it  is  certainly  the  best." 

BLACKS. — Two  kinds  :  Waterproof,  white  label  (insoluble  when  dry) ; 
and  General,  red  label  (soluble). 

COLORS.— Carmine,  Scarlet,  Vermilion,  Brick  Red,  Blue,  Yellow, 
Green,  Orange,  Brown,  Indigo,  Violet. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 
(Bottles  by  mail,  prepaid,  thirty-five  cents  each.    Color  Card  showing  actual  inks  free  ) 

HICCINS'    PHOTO   MOUNTER. 

The  new  adhesive  for  mounting  photographs,  etc.,  tissue  and  scrap- 
book  work,  and  general  use  as  a  substitute  for  mucilage,  over  which  it  has 
many  advantages  due  to  its  superiority  and  economy  in  use.  Not  a  starch 
or  flour  paste,  but  a  Vegetable  Glue,  semi-fluid,  of  soft  and  unctuous  con- 
sistency, pure  white  color,  and  free  from  lumps.  Perfectly  homogeneous, 
and  hence  the  water  never  separates  from  the  pulp,  leaving  the  latter  to 
shrivel  up,  as  occurs  in  all  common  pastes.  Spreads  smoothly  and  uni- 
formly, adheres  at  once  and  dries  quickly.  Will  not  warp,  cockle  nor  strike 
through,  nor  change  the  tone  nor  injure  mounts.  Requires  no  prepara- 
tion— always  ready  for  use. 

AT    ALL    DEALERS. 

(3  oz,  jar,  prepaid  by  mail,  for  thirty  cents.) 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs.,  170  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 

LONDON  OFFICE:  106  CHARING  CROSS  ROAD. 


LONDON. 


LEIPZIG. 


PARIS. 


B.  WESTERMANN  &  CO., 

812    BROADWAY,    NKW    YORK. 

(ESTABLISHED    1848.) 

FOREIGN   OFFICES   AT   LONDON,    LEIPZIG,  AND    PARIS. 

Agents  by  appointment  to  many  of  the  largest  American  and  Foreign 

College   and    Public  Libraries. 

SPECIAL    TERMS    FOR    LARGE    ORDERS. 


Terms  on  direct  application  for  the  supply  of  Foreign  and  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Weekly  shipments  by  the  fleetest  steamers  from  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Periodicals 
supplied  at  lower  rates  than  mail  copies  and  in  better  shape  for  binding. 

Rare  Books  and  Sets  of  Serials  procured  at  the  lowest  terms.  Regular  connections  with 
Central  and  South  America  and  all  Oriental  countries. 

Binding  done  here  and  abroad  in  every  style. 

Auction  Sales  attended  to. 

The  Catalogues  of  Foreign  Dealers — English,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish — fur- 
nished on  application. 

Monthly  Bulletins  of  New  Books  issued  regularly. 

With  the  help  of  a  most  complete  Bibliographical  Outfit  in  all  languages  and  on  all  subjects, 
and  the  experience  of  many  years  in  this  particular  line,  estimates  can  be  furnished  promptly  and 
information  given  on  topics  of  Interest  to  Librarians. 
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Bibliographical  Publications. 


THE    PUBLISHERS'     WEEKLY.       Estab- 

lished  in  1872,  with  which  was  incorporated  ike  Ameri- 
can Literary  Gazette  and  Publishers'  Circular  (estab- 
lished in  1852),  by  purchase  from  Mr.  George  W. 
Childs.  Recognized  as  the  representative  of  the  pub- 
lishing and  bookselling  interests  in  the  United  States. 
Contains  full  weekly  record  of  American  publications, 
with  monthly  indexes,  etc.  Subscription,  $3.00  per  an- 
num, postpaid  ;  single  nos.,  TO  cts.,  postpaid. 

THE  LITERARY  NEWS.  An  Eclectic  Re- 
view of  Current  Literature.  Published  monthly,  and 
containing-  the  freshest  news  concerning  books  and 
authors ;  lists  of  new  publications ;  reviews  and  critical 
comments ;  characteristic  extracts ;  sketches  and  anec- 
dotes of  authors;  courses  of  reading;  bibliographical 
references ;  prominent  topics  of  the  magazines  ;  portraits 
of  authors,  and  illustrations  from  the  newest  books, 
etc.,  etc.  Subscription,  fi.oo  per  annum,  postpaid; 
single  nos.,  10  cts. 

THE  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE  of  books  in 

print  and  for  sale  (including  reprints  and  importations) 
July  i,  1876.  Compiled  (under  the  direction  of  F. 
LEYPOLDT)  by  LYNDS  E.  JONES.  Subject-volume,  ,+to, 
half  morocco,  (15.00.  \_Author-and-title  volume  is 
out  of  print.} 

THE    AMERICAN     CATALOGUE,     1876- 

1884.  Books  recorded  (including  reprints  and  impor- 
tations) July  i,  i876-June  30,  1884.  Compiled,  under 
the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOWKER,  by  Miss  A.  I. 
APPLETON.  410,  half  morocco.  \put  of  print. ~\ 

AHERICAN  CATALOGUE,  i884-9o.    Com- 

piled,  under  the  editorial  direction  of  R.  R.  BOWKER, 
by  Miss  A.  I.  APPLETON  and  others.  410,  half  leather, 
$15.00. 

THE  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE. 

Being  the  full  titles,  with  descriptive  notes,  of  all  books 
recorded  in  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  during  the  cal- 
endar year,  with  author,  title  and  subject  index,  pub- 
lishers' annual  lists  and  directory  of  publishers.  Pub- 
lished annually  since  1886.  8vo,  net,  sheets,  $3.00;  half 
morocco.  $3.50. ' 


AHERICAN  CATALOGUE,  1890-1895. 

Sheets,  $12. 50;  half  morocco,  115.00.  ($10  in  sheets,  and 
$12.50  in  half  morocco  to  subscribers  paying  in  advance 
of  publication.)  In  preparation. 

THE  ANNUAL  LITERARY  INDEX,  includ- 
ing Periodicals,  American  and  English  Essays,  Book- 
Chapters,  etc.,  Special  Bibliographies  and  Necrology  of 
Authors.  Edited  by  W.  I.  FLETCHER  and  R.  R.  Bow- 
KKR,  with  the  co-operation  of  members  of  the  American 
Library  Association  and  of  the  Library  Journal  staff. 
8°,  cloth,  $3.50. 

THE    PUBLISHERS'    TRADE    LIST   AN- 

NUAL.  Large  8vo,  with  "Duplex  Index,"  net,  fa.oo. 
Contains:  The  latest  CATALOGUES  OF  AMERICAN  PUB- 
LISHERS, contributed  by  themselves  and  arranged  al- 
phabetically by  the  firm-names  and  smaller  lists  at  the 
end  of  the  volume.  These  Lists,  all  bound  in  one  vol- 
ume, present  in  their  combination  so  convenient  and 
time-saving  a  working-tool  as  to  make  it  indispensable 
to  every  one  who  has  any  interest  in  the  purchase  or 
sale  of  books. 

THE  AMERICAN  EDUCATIONAL  CATA- 

LOQL'E  includes  a  price-list  of  all  the  text -books  in 
use  in  the  United  States,  arranged  alphabetical/  by 
author's  or  editor's  name,  and  a  detailed  subject- 
index,  referring  from  each  specific  subject  to  authors 
of  books  on  that  subject.  8  vo,  leatherette,  50  cts. 

THE  ENGLISH  CATALOGUE  [Annual]  con- 
taining  a  complete  list  of  all  the  books  published  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  calendar  year,  with  in- 
dex to  subjects.  A  continuation  of  the  London  and 
British  Catalogues.  [London  :  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
&  Co.]  8vo,  paper,  net,  $1.50.  THE  ENGLISH  CATA- 
LOGUE and  THE  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  CATALOGUE  bound 
in  one  volume,  half  leather,  $5.00. 

THE  PROFESSION  OF  BOOKSELLING: 

a  handbook  of  practical  hints  for  the  apprentice  and 
bookseller.  By  A.  GROWOLL,  managing  editor  of  THE 
PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  and  author  of  "  A  Bookseller's 
Library."  Pt.  i,  8°,  bds.,  fa.oo.  Pt.  2,  8°,  bds.,  $2.00. 
(Concluding  part  in  preparation.) 


Address  the  OFFICE  OF  THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY, 
P.  O.  Box  943.  59  Duane  Street,  New  York. 

KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO,, 

LIMITED, 

PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRARY  AGENTS, 

Having  extensive  experience  in  supplying  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  MUSEUMS,  GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS,  etc.,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Miscellaneous  Requisites,  Books  (New  and 
Second-hand),  or  Periodicals  in  all  Languages,  offer  their  Services  to  LIBRARIANS,  SECRE- 
TARIES, AND  OTHERS.  Careful  attention  given  to  every  detail.  Exceptional  Facilities  for 
obtaining  Foreign  and  Scarce  Books.  BINDING  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  UNDERT/KEN.  Peri«dicals 
and  Newspapers  Promptly  Supplied  as  issued.  Books  Shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  World  at  Lowest 
Rates. 


TERMS  ON  APPLICATION,  ALSO  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES,  HANDBOOKS,  ETC. 
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Bicycle  Step -Ladder, 

Ladders  Especially  Adapted 
for  Library  Work. 

NOISELESS,  EASY  TO  OPERATE,  AND  SAFE. 

6  Separate  Styles  of  Ladders  for 
Different  Kinds  of  Shelving.    .    . 


WRITE  US  FOR  BOOKLET. 

THE  BICYCLE  STEP-LflDDER  CO., 

50  State  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

N.  Y.  Agency,  80  John  St.,  N.  Y. 

THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO. 

5  and  7  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York, 

p1[  AKE  a  specialty  of  supplying  public,  private,  and  school  LIBRARIES,  for  which 
^  *  they  have  exceptional  facilities  through  their  connection  with  many  of  the  largest  houses 
as  special  agents,  and  by  carrying  the  stock  of  all  American  Publishers. 

They  are  pleased  to  give  estimates  at  lowest  rates  on  lists  of  proposed  purchases,  and 
solicit  correspondence  with  Librarians  and  other  bookbuyers. 

This  house  is  characterized  by  its  Promptness,  Carefulness,  and  Low 
Prices. 

There  will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  application  a  topically  arranged  General  Library  List 
selected  from  the  books  of  all  publishers. 


Telegraphic  Addrett  : 

BOOKMEN,  LONDON. 


H.SOTHERAN&CO., 


Code  in  V»* : 
UNICODE. 


Booksellers,  Bookbinders,  and  Publishers,  and  General  Agents  in  Europe 
for  Private  Bookbuyers  and  Public  Institutions  in  America. 

With  exceptionally  long  experience  in  Library  Agency,  they  can  promise  the  best  care, 
diligence,  and  discretion  in  everything  relating  to  it,  and  in  small  matters  as  well  as  great. 
Established  1816.  

A  Monthly  Catalogue  »/  Second- Hand  Books.     Specimen  Number  post  j ret. 


14O  Strand,  W.  C.,  and  37   Piccadilly,  W. :  London. 
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GUSTAV  E.  STECHERT 

Purchasing  Agent  for  Colleges  &  Libraries 

810    BROADWAY,     NEW    YORK, 

(TWO  DOORS  ABOVE  GRACE  CHURCH) 

begs  to  call  attention  to  his  facilities  for  obtaining  FOREIGN  BOOKS  and 
PERIODICALS  at  more  economical  rates  THAN  ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  AMERICA 
OR  EUROPE  can  offer,  because : 

He  employs  no  Commission  Agents,  but  has  his  own  offices  and 
clerks  at  London,  Paris  and  Leipzig.  He  has  open  accounts 
with  all  the  leading  publishing  houses  in  the  world. 

His  experience  enables  him  to  give  information  at  once  about 
rare  and  scarce  books. 

He  receives  weekly  shipments  from  England,  France  and  Germany^  and 
can  thereby  fill  orders  in  quicker  time. 

MORE  THAN  200  LIBRARIES  FAVOR  HIM  WITH  THEIR  ORDERS. 


SPECIAL,    REFERENCES, 

M  Mr.  Stechert  has  for  years  furnished  this  Library  with  most  of  its  periodicals  and  European  books,  and  has  bought  for  ttt 
many  thousand  volumes.  Mr.  Stechert's  success  is  due  to  his  constant  personal  attention  to  the  business,  and  the  reasonable 
terms  he  is  able  to  offer.  I  consider  a  New  York  agent  far  preferable  to  reliance  on  foreign  agents  alone." 

Gco.  H.  BAKER,  Librariz.it  of  Columbia  College^  New  York. 


"  Seven  years  ago,  in  reorganizing:  the  Columbia  College  library,  I  spent  much  time  in  trying  to  discover  how  to  get  out 
foreign  books  and  periodicals  with  th^  least  delay,  trouble  and  expense.  The  result  of  the  comparison  of  three  methods,  viz: 
ordering  direct  from  foreign  dealers,  ordering  through  one  agent  in'  London,  or  ordering  through  one  agent  in  New  York  showed 
us  that  it  was  to  our  advantage  to  give  Mr.  Stechert  all  our  foreign  orders,  as  he  delivered  in  the  library  in  a  single  package 
and  with  a  single  bill  at  as  low  cost  as  we  were  able  with  vastly  greater  trouble,  to  get  a  half  dozen  diff  jrent  packages  in  differ- 
ent bills  from  different  places.  In  reorganizing  the  New  York  State  Library,  I  opened  the  whole  question  anew,  and  the  result 
of  the  comparison  was  the  same  as  before,  and  we  find  that  the  library  gets  most  for  the  time  and  money  expended  by  taking 
advantage  of  Mr.  Stechert's  long  experience,  and  the  careful  personal  attention  which  he  gives  to  our  orders." 

MELVIL  DEWEY,  Dirtctor  of  N.  Y,  State  Library,  Albany r,  N.  Y. 


"  Mr.  G.  E.  Stechert  of  New  York  has  served  us  with  fidelity  in  procuring  English,  French  and  German  books,  both  new 
and  second  hand  and  also  periodicals.  His  terms  are  more  reasonable  than  any  others  that  have  come  to  our  notice,  while  h« 
has  always  guarded  our  interests  very  carefully.  We  find  it  a  great  convenience  to  have  one  agency  in  New  York,  represented 
by  branches  in  different  European  countries." 

Prof.  ARTHUR  H.  PALMER,  Librarian  of  Adelbert  College^  Cleveland^  G. 


"  Your  methods  and  facilities  for  doing  business,  as  I  have  examined  them  here  as  well  as  at  the  Leipzig  and  London  ends, 
seem  to  me  admirably  progressive  and  thoroughly  live.  I  deal  with  you  because  I  judge  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  library  to 
do  so.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not.  Up  to  date  I  am  unable  to  find  a  method  which  is,  all  things  included,  so  economical  of 
time  and  money  as  dealing  through  you." 

ERNEST  C.  RICHARDSON,  Librarian  of  College  of  'New  Jersey \  Princeton^  N.J. 


"  Our  library  committee  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  your  services.     You  have  not  only  saved  us  many  dollars,  but  have 
wn  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  wants  for  which  we  thank  you. ' ' 

A.  8.  COLLINS,  Act.  Librarian  of  Reynolds  Library,  Rochester^  N.  f. 

GUSXAV    K.    STKCHERT, 

PARIS.         LEIP71G.         NEW  YORK. 


INDEX. 
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The  colon  after  an  initial  of  a  given  name  means  that  it  is  the  most  common  name  beginning  with  that  initial, 
e.f.,  A:  means  Augustus  ;  B:  Benjamin  ;  C:  Charles ;  D:  David  ;  E:  Edward  ;  F:  Frederick ;  G:  George  ;  H:  Henry ; 
I:  Isaac;  J:  John;  K:  Karl;  L:  Louis;  M:  Mark;  N:  Nicholas;  O:  Otto;  P:  Peter;  R:  Richard  ;  S:  Samuel;  T: 
Thomas;  V:  Victor;  W:  William  ;  C..  Charlotte ;  E..  Elizabeth ;  F..  Fanny  ;  G..  Grace  ;  H..  Helen;  J..  Jane  ;  K.. 
Katharine,  Kate;  L..  Louisa;  M..  Mary;  S..  Sarah  ;  V..  Victoria. 


The  index  to  Pseudonyms  and  Anonyms  follows  this. 


Abbott,  S:  A.  B.,  retirement  from 
Bost.  P.  L.,  197-198,  221. 

Abbott  Memorial  L.,  Dexter,  Me., 
presentation  of,  59;  dedicated  July 
2,  description  of  bldg.,  285. 

Abell,  Mrs.  M.  E.,  Cioo.     ' 

Aberdeen  (Scotl.)  P.  L.,  102. 

Aberdeen  (Scotl.)  Univ.  L.,  scheme 
of  subject  cataloging,  140. 

Abnormal  man,  bibl.  of  (McDonald), 
1 88. 

Abnormal  woman,  bibl.  of  (Mc- 
Donald), 328. 

Access  to  shelves  (Brown),  0-12;  in 
Clerkenwell  (Eng.)  P.  L.  (Brown), 
51-54, 138-139;  results  of,  in  Minne- 
apolis P.  L.,  60-61,  218;  in  Newark 
P.  L.,  61;  in  Bournemouth  (Eng  ) 
P.  L.,  103;  dicussion  on  (Central 
Cal.  L.  A.),  177;  in  Millicent  L.,  Kair- 
h%yen,  Mass.,  216;  in  Boston  P.  L., 
249;  in  Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  L., 
250;  Springfield  (O.)  P.  L.,  253;  in 
Long  Island  Hist.  L.  (Tuttle),  392. 

Adams,  Amos  F.,  gift  of  lib.  to 
Chelmsford,  Mass,  216. 

Adams,  Emma  Louise.  Work  ac- 
complished by  State  L.  organiza- 
tions, 380-381;  Treas.  N.  J.  L. 
Assoc.,  390. 

Adams  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  new  building 
for,  57. 

Adaptation  of  libraries  to  local  needs 
(Peck),  21,  45-48. 

Adler,  Dr.  Cyrus,  vice-pres.  Wash. 
L.  Assoc.,  26. 

Advertising  a  library  (Dam),  88. 

Aeronautics,  bibl.  of  (Means),  106; 
(Ktihl),  256. 

Agriculture,  list  of  books  on  (Lan- 
caster Town  L.),j5. 

Aguilar  F.  L.,  N.  Y.  City,  100;  fiction 
list,  104;  list  of  biography,  186;  re- 
moval of  branch,  319. 

Ahern,  M..  E.,  removal,  3,  66;  Pres. 
Indiana  L.  Assoc.,  25,  Cioo. 

Alameda(Cal.)  P.  L.,  access  to  shelves 
at.  177. 

Albion  (N.  Y.)  P.  L.,  a8. 

Albright  Memorial  L.,  set  Scranton 
(Pa.)  P.  L. 

Allan,  Blanche  A.,  resigned  from 
Omaha  P.  L.,  406. 

Allan,  Jessie,  34;  ist  vice-pres.  Ne- 
braska L.  Assoc.,  211;  death  of,  338; 
obituary,  361. 

Allen,  C:  Dexter,  American  book- 
plates, 36. 

Allen,  Letitia  S.,  Cioo. 

Alsace,  manuscrits  allemands  dc  la 
Bibl.  Nationale  relatifs  &  1'histoire 
de  1' Alsace  (Pfister),  106. 

Amer.  L.  Assoc.,  Denver  conference, 
30,  89,  2«6-207,  an,  234;  final  an- 


nouncement, 245;  international  con- 
ference of  A.  L.  A.  and  L.  A.  U.  K., 
175 ;  badge,  207 ;  i7th  conference, 
transactions  of  executive  board 
(Elmendorf),  311-320;  i8th  confer- 
ence,Cleveland  (O.),  387-389;  officers 
and  organization  for  1895,  96,  373, 
387,  389;  European  post-conference 
trip,  circular  of,  389;  executive 
board,  389;  conference  at  Cleve- 
land, 1896,  387;  Denver  confer- 
ence, Pres.  Utley's  address,  Ci; 
Sec.  annual  rpt.,  not  prepared, 
owing  to  illness  of  Frank  P.  Hill, 
C47;  Treas.  rpt.,  C48-49;  necrology, 
49-51;  rpt.  trustees  of  Endowment 
fund,  CST;  rpt.  of  Finance  comm., 
C$2,  83;  rpt.  of  Public  documents 
comm.,  Css;  memorial  of  W.  F. 
Poole,  comm.  app.,  C$4;  withdrawal 
of  Dr.  Reuben  A.  Guild,  Css;  rpt.  of 
comm.  on  Foreign  docs  (Thwaites), 
Css-s?;  invitation  to  Atlanta,  Css; 
"rpt.  of  Co-operation  comm.,  58; 
rpt.  of  comm.  on  Library  schools 
and  training  classes,  C6i;  rpt.  of 
comm.  on  Index  to  subject-head- 
ings (193  p.),  C63;  postponement  of 
Thursday  morning  session,  Cj3', 
roll  call  at  3d  session,  C66;  letter 
from  Dr.  Ames  on  Public  Docu- 
ments, 78-79;  greetings  to  Amer. 
Pharmaceutical  Assoc.,  C79;  bal- 
loting for  officers,  C79;  rpt.  of 
comm.  on  place  of  next  meeting, 
C8o-83;  question  box,  C83,  84;  elec- 
tion of  officers,  83;  amendment  of 
constitution  relating  to  elections, 
C84;  substitutes  for  Section  p  (elec- 
tion), Section  10  (executive  board), 
C84;  discussion,  84,  85-87;  endorses 
recommendation  of  Royal  Society 
for  indexing,  C87;  Brett's  scheme 
presented,  C87;  motion  to  adopt 
amendment  to  constitution,  C88; 
discussion,  C88-9o;  comm.  on  Dr. 
Poole  memorial,  Cgi;  rpt.  special 
comm.  Atlanta  Exposition,  Cgi: 
comm.  on  resolutions,  vote  of 
thanks,  Cgi;  social  and  travel  feat- 
ures, £92;  post- conference  trips, 
Cgs-ioo;  attendance  register  and 
summaries,  Cioo-ioi. 

Amer.  L.  Assoc.  bibliography  (Silli- 
man),  124. 

Amer.  L.  Assoc.  catalog,  supplement 
to,  176;  post-conference  excursion 
(Hazeltine,  Oakley,Winser),C97-98. 

Amer.  Lib.  Assoc.  Publishing  Sec- 
tion, list  of  books  for  girls  and 
women  (Levpoldt,  lies),  282,  327, 
163;  prompt  publication  of  A.  L.  A. 
Manual,  papers  of  Chicago  confer- 
ence, 288  ;  list  of  subject-headings 


for  diet,  catalog,  C63;  (Jones,  Cut- 
ter), 374;  rpt.  on  suppl.  to  A.  L.  A. 
cat.  not  presented,  will  lie  over,  C67; 
verbal  presentation  of  matter  of 
General  cat.  of  Amer.  lit.  periodi- 
cals (Nelson),  €67;  letter  from  G: 
lies  contributing  $250  for  adv.  list 
of  books  for  girls  and  women,  77; 
rpt.,  Cgi. 

Am.  L.  Assoc.  State  L.  Section,  cir- 
cular issued  by,  89-91. 

Amer.  Med.  Assoc.,  Dr.  G:  E.  Wire 
elected  libr.,  255. 

Ames,  J:  G.,  43;  mdex'of  government 
publications,  1889-93,  3,  26;  special 
rpt.  on  government  documents,  26- 
27;  rpt.  regarding  public  documents, 
5<5-S7;  removal,  113-114,  197;  letter 
from,  C78. 

Amherst  summer  school,  175,  320. 

Amphioxus,  bibl.  of  (Willey),  68. 

Amsterdam  (N.  Y.)  L.  made  free  to 
public  Sept.  T,  321. 

Amsterdam  (N.  V.)  L.  A.  (4th  rpt.) 
How  shall  funds  be  increased  ?  399. 

Anatomy,  Bibliographic  anatomique, 
1 88. 

Anderson,  Mrs.,  gift  of  lot  to  Green- 
wich, Ct.,  103;  foundations  laid,  de- 
scription of,  289. 

Anderson,  Edwin  Hatfield,  Cioo; 
libn.  Carnegie  L..  Pittsburgh,  139, 
385;  acting  treas.  A.  L.  A.,  389. 

Anderson,  Mrs.  Frances  P.,  Cioo. 

Andrews,  Clement  W.,  technical  col- 
lections in  libs.,  6-9,  24;  libn.  Crerar 
L.,  Chicago,  139,  185;  gen.  libn. 
Mass.  Institute  of  Technology,  ad- 
vice on  collection  of  trade  catalogs 
in  Providence  (R.  I.)  P.  L.,  252; 
international  bibl.  of  scientific  lit., 
C2S. 

Annual  American  Catalogue,  1894, 
106. 

Annual  literary  index,  1894  (Fletcher, 
Bowker)  106,  (Cole)  198,  (Fletcher) 
198;  titles  wanted  for  (Fletcher), 
374- 

Anonymous  assistant  (One  who 
isn't),  241-242;  Why  anonymous 
(One  who  has  been  there),  266. 

Anonyms  and  pseudonyms  (dep.),  68, 
142,  224,  256,  292,  4^08. 

Ansonia,  Ct.,  closing  of  memorial 
lib.  given  by  Miss  Stokes,  44,  57-58. 

Apprentices'  L.,  Phila.,  75th  anniver- 
sary, 219. 

Arbor-day,  reading-list  on  (Newark 
P.  L.),  j87. 

Architecture,  catalogs  of  books  on 
(Bost.  P.  L.),  35;  catalog  of  Avery 
collection  in  printer's  bands,  391. 

Arctic  regions,  reading-list  (Salem 
P.  L.),  agx 
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Armenia,  reading-list  on  (Providence 

P.  L.  bulletin),  i87;bibl.  of  (Greene), 

188. 
Armour  Institute  L.,  Chicago  home 

libs.,  180;  (Wickersham),  276;  rpt.  of 

training  class,  A.  L.  A.  comm.,  C62. 
Arnold,    Edwin    C.,    libn.    Taunton 

(Mass.)  P.  L.,  resigned,  326. 
Art,    reading-list   (Waltham,    Mass., 

P.  L.),   256;  literature  of  fine  art 

(Sturgis),  408. 
Art  decoration  in  P.  Ls.  (H.  Carring- 

ton  Bolton),  386. 
Art  education,  aid  of  libs,  in  (Carter), 

Asheville(N.  C.)L.  A.,  58. 
Asia.    See  Chinese  Central  Asia. 
Astor  L.,  N.  Y.,  31,  135-136;  proposed 

consolidation  with  Lenox  L.  and 

Tilden  Trust,  75,  84-85,  114,  125-126; 

(N.  Y.  L.  Club  discussion),  129,  204; 

history  of   (Saunders),  in  prepara- 
tion, 326. 
Atkinson,  G:  Francis,  bibl.  of  biology 

of  ferns,  67. 
Atkinson,  J:  D.,  libn.  Seattle  (Wash.) 

P.  L.,  resigned,  326. 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  Library  exhibit,  265,  301, 

338;  Congress  of  libns.,  348,  373,  386; 

program  of  congress,  386. 
Auburn  (Me.)  P.  L.,  28. 
Austin,  Daisy,  asst.  libn.  Los  Angeles 

(Cal.)  P.  L.,  186. 
Austin,  WillardH:,  combination  order 

and  shelf-list  slip,  49-50. 
Authors'  rights,  Autor-  und  Verlags- 

recht  im  Alterthum  (Dziatzko),  36. 
Autotype    reproduction     of    Greek, 

Latin,  and  other  manuscripts,  87,  88, 

205. 
Avery  collection,  architectural  books, 

393- 

Babb,  Hannah,  treas.  lowaL.  Soc.,95. 

Bailey,  Hon.  W:  W.,  pres.  N.  H.  L. 
Assoc.,  55. 

Baker,  Charlotte  A.,  Cioo. 

Baker,  G.  P.,  bibl.  of  J:  Lyly,  67. 

Baker,  Nancy,  sec.  and  treas.  Indiana 
L.  Assoc.,  25. 

Baldwin,  E..  G.,  vice  pres.  N.  Y.  L. 
Club,  313. 

Ball,  Lucy,  treas.  Mich.  L.  A.,  355. 

Ballagh,  James  Curtis,  bibl.  of  white 
servitude  in  Va.,  364. 

Ballingall,  P:  G.,  bequests  to  Ottum- 
wa  (la.)  L.  Assoc.,  65. 

Ballou,  Maturin  M.,  list  of  books  on 
Waltham  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  256. 

Bancroft  L.,  San  Francisco  (Peat- 
field),  137. 

Banking,  Canadian,  bibl.  of  (Brecken- 
ridge),  188. 

Banks,  Mrs.  Martha  H.  G.  (N.  Y.  S. 
L.  S.),  engaged  to  classify  Spring-- 
field (Mass.)  City  L.,  326. 

Barbou,  Les  (printers,  1524-1566),  bibl. 
of,  Ducourtieux,  408. 

Bardwell,  Willis  A.,  vice-pres.  N.  Y. 
L.  Club,  213. 

Barger,  Thomas,  superannuation  al- 
lowance, 362. 

Barnett,  Claribel  R.,  head  cataloger 
lib.  of  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  Wash- 
ington, 221;  pasting  book-plates, 
(practical  notes),  361. 

Barrett,  J.  A.,  sec.  Nebraska  L. 
Assoc.,  211. 

Barrows,  B:  H.,  elected  libn.  Omaha 
(Neb.)  C.  L.,  362. 

Bartlett,  L..  L.,  vice-pres.  Vt.  L. 
Assoc.,  23;  on  Vt.  State  L.  Commis- 
sion, 55. 

Batchellor,  Hon.  A.  S.,  corres.  sec. 
N.  H.  L.  Assoc.,  55. 

Bates,  Dr.  Mary  Parker,  Cioo. 

Battersea  (Eng.)  P.  Ls.  8th  rpt.,  325. 

Battle  Creek  (Mich.)  P.  S.  L.,  ad- 
ditions, 356. 

Bayard  Taylor  Memorial  Assoc.,  Ken- 


nett  Square,  Pa.,  incorporation,  60; 
corner  stone  laid,  401. 


Bayonne  (N.  J.)  F.  P.   L.,  two-book     Bodleian  L.,  184-185. 
system  at,  169;  finding-list,  222.  Bolton,  C:  R.,  lib.  examinations  in 


Boardman," Alice,  sec.  Ohio  L.  Assoc., 

92,  390. 
Bodleian  L.,  184-185. 


Bazeley,  Rev.  W.,  bibl.  of  Gloucester- 
shire, 67. 

Beardsley,  Dr.  A.  S.,  vice-pres.  Ct. 
L.  Assoc.,  92. 

Beatty,  Ja.  A.,  2d  vice-pres.  Nebraska 
L.  Assoc.,  211. 

Beckstein,  Prof.,  University  of  Ros- 
tock. Library  of  15,000  v.  purchased 
by  University  of  Pa.  L.,  324. 

Beer,  W:,  comm.  on  co-op.  A.  L.  A., 
387- 

Belfast  (Irel.)  F.  P.  L.,  33. 

Belfast  (Me.)  F.  L.,  178. 

Belgium,  bibl.  of,  224. 

BeloitfWis.)  P.  L.,  28. 

Benedict,  Laura  E.  W.,  Cioo. 

Beraldi,  H.,  Reliure  du  19  siecle,  pt. 
i>  36. 

Berry,  S.  H.,  asst.  sec.  A.  L.  A.,  389. 

Bevan,  Wilson  Lloyd,  bibl.  of  Sir  W: 
Petty,  67. 

Bibles,  Gutenberg  (Delisle),  36. 

Bibliografy  (dept.),  36, 67,106, 141, 188, 
223,  256,  292,  328,  364,  407.  Local 
bibl.  (Mich.  P.  L.)  (Finney),  354. 

Bibliographers,  Conference  of ,  in  Lon- 
don, 1896,  C66. 

Bibliographia  Zoologica  (Field),  C2g. 

Bibliographical  Conference  at  Brus- 
sels, 337,  346. 

Bibliography,  International,  of  scien- 
tific lit.  (Andrews),  C25. 

Bibliotheque  de  la  Compagnie  de 
Jdsus,  bibl.  et  histoire  (de  Bocker 
etc.),  292. 

Bibliotheque  de  la  Socie'te  des  Inge- 
nieurs  civils  de  France.  Catalogue, 
v.  2,  292. 

Bibliotheque  Nationale,  Paris,  manu- 
scrits  allemands  de  la  Bibl.  Nation- 
ale  relatifs  ^  1'histoire  de  1'Alsace 
(Pfister),  106;  notes  sur  les  manu- 
scrits  grecs  palimpsestes  (Jacob), 
328;  manuscrits  arabes,  364. 

Bicknell,  P.  F.,  college  lib.  and  col- 
lege paper,  387. 

Bierstadt,  E:  H.,  bibl.  of  J:  G.  Whit- 
tier,  188. 

Bierstadt,  O.  A.,  catalog  of  lib.  of 
Robert  Hoe,  36,  283. 

Bigelow,  F.  B.,  acting  libn.  N.  Y. 
Soc.  L.,  185,  Cioo. 

Bill,  Hon.  F:,  gift  to  Bill  L.,  Groton, 
Ct.,  104. 

Bill  L.,  Groton,  Ct.,  gift  to,  104. 

Billings,  John  S.,M.D.,  Index  catalog 
of  Library  of  Surgeon-Gen.  Office 
(reyiew  by  G:  E.  Wire),  394-395. 

Binding.  Reliure  du  19  siecle  (Be- 
raldi), 36,  328;  descriptive  pamphlet 
on  (Slater  Memorial  Museum),  1064 
Rose  d'or,  auberge  d'ouvriers  re- 
lieurs  (Gruel),  188;  Rudolph  book- 
binding, 221;  notes  on  {Nation),  280. 

Birds.    See  Ornithology. 

Birmingham  (Eng.)  F.  Ls.,  184. 

Birmingham  (Eng.),  L.  rpt.,  Electric 
lighting,  254. 

Bisbee,  Marvin  D.,  bibl.  of  Dartmouth 
College  and  Hanover,  N.  H.,  106. 

Bishop,  Frances  A.,  Cioo. 

Bishop,  Fannie,  asst.  libn.  Kansas 
City  (Mo.)  P.  L.,  104. 

Bismarck,  Prince^  ref.  list  on  (Provi- 
dence P.  L.),  223;  bibl.  of  German 
books  on  (Schulze-Koller),  292. 

Bjornstjerne,  BjSrnson,  bibl.  (Carpen- 
ter) in  Bookman  Aug.-Sept.,  328. 

Blackstone  Memorial  L. ,  Branford, 
Ct.,  Arthur  W.  Tyler  appointed 
libn.,  255. 

Blakely,  Bertha  E.,  asst.  lib.  of  Mt. 
Holyoke  College,  S.  Hadley,  Mass., 

221-222. 

Blind,  books  for  the,  at  Liverpool  F. 
P.  L.,  185;  N.  Y.  F.  C.  L.  for,  251. 


schools,  122-123;  catalog  of  posters, 
186;  genealogical  research  in  lib., 
249;  President  Mass.  C.  L.,  352. 

Bolton,  H.  Carrington,  art  "decora- 
tions in  P.  Ls.,  386;  bibl.  of  scientific 
publications,  new  ed.,  C66;  list  of 
books  on  chemistry,  408. 

Bookmaking  and  distribution,  Salem 
(Mass.)  P.  L.,  256. 

Bookman,  lib.  notes  in,  178. 

Book-plates,  American  (Allen),  36; 
pasting  book-plates  (practical 
notes),  361. 

Book-publishing  and  bookselling  in 
Cal.,  391  (topic  for  Nov.  meeting, 
Central  Cal.  L.  Assoc.  1. 

Books,  list  of,  for  women's  and  girls' 
clubs,  20,  282;  (review),  399;  collat- 
ing of  (Fletcher),  80-81;  (Nutting), 
114;  best  25,  of  1894,  124,  187;  fatal 
to  their  authors  (Ditchfield),  188; 
selection  of  (Cutler),  208,  339 ;  of 
1893  and  1894  (Bowdoin  Coll.  L.), 
222;  (Salem,  P.  L.),  223;  English 
catalogue  of,  222 ;  special  lists  for 
young  people  (Scoville  Institute 
L.),  252 ;  selection  of  books  for 
public  library  (Larned),  270 ;  list  of 
350,  for  young  people  (Prender- 
gast  L.),  285;  summer  books  (Des 
Moines,  la.,  P.  L.),29o;  (Davies),  290; 
class-guide  to  fiction  and  juven- 
iles (Clerkenwell  P.  L.),  290;  for 
reading  aloud  (Osterhout  F.  L.), 
291;  Reader's  guide  to  contempo- 
rary literature  (Sonnenschein),  320- 
321;  French  bibliographical  curios- 
ities (Vicaire),  328;  Principles  of 
selection  of,  339;  list  of  books  on 
French  literature  (Lemcke),  363; 
list  for  high-school  classical  study 
(Mich.  Schoolmaster's  Club),  364; 
Catalog  of  Library  of  Surgeon- 
Gen. 's  Office,  394,  395;  improper 
(West),  Cs2;  list  of  medical  (Wire), 

C37- 

Boone  (la.)  F.  P.  L.  additions,  320. 

Boston  P.  L.,3, 133, 1 78-1 79; (Walker), 
184,  215;  removal,  28;  catalog  of 
books  on  architecture,  35;  opening 
of  new  building,  54,  133;  bulletin, 
Jan.,  66;  two-book  system  at,  169; 
use  of  linotype  at,  174-175;  bulletin, 
April,  222;  free  access  to  reference 

.  books,  249;  story  of  (Carpenter), 
385;  handbook  of,  340,  373;  rpt.  in 
"open  letter"  of  Mr.  Putnam,  339- 

34°  • 

Bostwick,  Arthur  E.,  libn.  N.  Y.  F. 
C.  L.,  succeeding  Miss  E.  M.  Coe 
(now  Mrs.  Rylance),  254. 

Botany,  reading-list  on  (Waltham, 
Mass.,  P.  L.),  256. 

Bourinot,  J.  G.,  bibl.  of  Canadian 
hist.,  408. 

Bournemouth  (Eng.)  P.  L.,  opening, 
102-103;  ffee  access  at,  103, 

Bowditch,  H :  P. ,  proposed  cataloging 
of  scientific  literature,  82. 

Bowdoin  Coll.  L.,  bibl.  contributions, 
no.  4,  222,  284;  rpt.,  284. 

Bowerman,  G:  F.  (class  '95),  N.  Y.  S. 
L.  S.,  appointed  reference  libn. 
Reynolds  L.,  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
254;  bibl.  of  reference  books,  308. 

Bowker,  R:  R.,  libs,  of  the  North- 
west, 77-80;  Annual  literary  index, 
1894,  106 ;  cojnm.  on  Public  docu- 
ments, A.  L.  A.,  387;  review  of 
Leypoldt  and  lies'  list  of  books  for 
girls  and  women,  399. 

Boys,  how  to  guide  them  to  good 
books  (Coe),  118-119. 

Bradford  (Eng.)  P.  F.  Ls.,  33-34. 

Bradford,  T:  L.,  bibl.  of  Hahne- 
mann,  141. 
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Bradley,  I:  S.,  Cioo. 

Breckenridge,  R.  M.,  bibl.  of  Cana- 


dian banking  system.  188. 
Brett,  W:  H.,  Pres.  Ohio  L.  Assoc., 
92,  390;  use  of  periodicals,  Cia;  im- 
proper books,  036;  discussion  on, 
€73;  scheme  of  indexing  presented. 
C87,  Cioo. 

Brcul,  K.,  bibliog.  guide  to  German 
language  and  literature,  328. 

Bridge,  Shirley,  Cioo. 

Bridgeport  (Ct.)  P.  L.,  art  exhibit  at, 
29;  i4th  rpt.,  249;  electrical  display 
at,  249;  adoption  of  "  two-book " 
system,  249;  photographic  exhibit, 
356;  exhibitions  of  posters,  340. 

British  Museum  reading-room  (Doug- 
las), 405. 

Brivois,  J.,  bibl.  of  A.  Daudet,  188. 

Bronte  family,  bibl.  of  (Wood),  106. 

Brookline  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  179;  exhibit 
of  posters  at,  96;  two-book  system 
at,  169;  bulletin,  nos.  1-4,  222;  cata- 
log of  English  prose  fiction,  248; 
music  department,  356;  catalog  of 
music  lib.,  406. 

Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  L.,  28. 

Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  L.,  28;  bulletin,  no. 
33.  35;  privileges  to  schools,  179; 
37th  rpt.,  decrease  of  circulation, 
321;  newspaper  clippings  on  em- 
blems and  devices,  322;  alterations 
of  bldg.,  322. 

Brooks,  Henrietta  St.  B.  (class  '96), 
N.  Y.  S.  L.  S.,  app.  head  cataloger 
at  Carnegie  L.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
254. 

Brown,  Ja.  D.,  open  libs.,  9-12;  Clerk- 
en  well  open  lib.,  51-54. 

Browne,  Nina  E.,  another  charging 
system,  168;  one  librarian's  way  of 
keeping  notes,  306-308;  asst.  re- 
corder, A.  L.  A.,  389. 

Browning,  Eliza  G.,  comm.  on  Li- 
brary schools  and  training  classes, 
A.  L.  A.,  387,  Cioo. 

Bruce  (Robert),  memorial  branch  of 
N.  Y.  F.  C.  L.,  251. 

Brussels  International  Bibliographr- 
cal  Conference,  337,  346. 

Bryn  Mawr  (Pa.)  Coll.  L.,  Sauppe 
philological  lib.  at,  29. 

Bryson  L.,  N.  Y.  (Ford),  244-245. 

Buck,  Horace  R.,  gift  of  $aooo  to 
Portland  (Ct.)  Town  L.,  name  to  be 
changed,  325. 

Buddhism,  leading  list  on  (Providence 
P.  L.  monthly  bulletin),  67. 

Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  L.,  sgth  rpt.  (Lamed), 
322. 

Buffalo's  Catholic  Institute,  Eleanor 


City  (Mo.)  P.  L.,  98,  181;  Nahant 
(Mass.)     P.    L.,    251  ;     Northboro 


(Mass.)  P.  L.,  352;  Ohio  Wesleyan 


308-310  ;   cataloging  in  the  future 
(Wade),  C2t;(Cole),  C24j  discussion 


.  ,  of  Miss  Wade's  paper, 

Md.,  403;  Peqria_(IH.)  P.  L.,-  Cataloging  and  classification  (dep.), 


358;  Providence  (R.  I.)  P.  L.,32,  63, 
253;  Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  P.  L.,  250, 
401;  Jervis  L.  A.,  Rome,  N.  Y.,  287; 
Schenectady  (N.  Y.)  P.  L.,  253 ; 
Warwick  (Mass.)  P.  L..  102;  Wood's 
L.,  Bradford.  Vt.,  284;  Reynolds  L., 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  324,  359,  404 ; 
Rogers  Memorial  L.,  Southampton, 
L.  I.,  360;  Steele  Memorial  L.,  El- 


35,  66,  104,  140,  187,  223,  255,  290,  326, 
363,  406. 

Catalogs,  leading  of  type  in  printing 
(Stetson),  302;  general  cat.  of  liter- 
ary periodicals,  Nelson,  Cyo,  C6?  ; 
Royal  Soc.  cat.  of  scientific  papers, 
C66;  Solberg's suggestions,  C6j;  dis- 
cussion, C66-7I. 

Cathedrals,  books  and  pictures  relat- 


mira,  N.  Y.,  249,  250 ;  University  of  —    ing  to  (Case  L.,  Cleveland,  O.),  340. 


Illinois  L.,  220,  360;  St.  Augustine, 
Fla.  F.  P.  L.,  289;  Wisconsin  State 
Hist.  L.,  184,  401. 

Burchard,  E:  L.,  sec.  Chicago  L. 
Club,  56, 131. 

Burgoyne,  Gen.,  list  of  books  on 
(Otis  L.),  407. 

Burke,  Edmund,  bibl.  of,  256. 

Burnham.  A.  C.,  gift  for  lib.  to  Cham- 
paign, 111.,  65,  103. 

Bursch,  D.  F.  W.  (Bowker),  77-78. 

Burstall,  S.  A.,  bibl.  of  education  of 
girls,  67. 

Burtch,  Almon,  Cioo. 

Butte  (Mont.)  F.  P.  L.,  179. 

Buttrick,  Francis,  bequest  for  lib.  to 
Waltham,  Mass.,  65. 

Byberry  L.,  Phila.,  62. 


Caljfornia,  lib.  legislation  in,  91. 

California  State  L.,  134;  catalog  of 
state  publications.  1850-1894,  140. 

Call,  R:  E.,  bibl.  of  Rafinesque,  141. 

Galloway,  M.,  bibl.  of  Sidney  Lamer, 
224. 

Campbell,  D.  A.,Cioi. 

Campbell,  Mrs.  D.  A.,  Cioi. 

Cambridge  (Eng.),  index  to  catalog  of 
books  relating  to,  35. 

Cambridge  (Mass  )  P.  L.,  96. 

Camp,  Prof.  D.  N.,  vice-pres.  Ct.  L. 
Assoc.,  92. 

Campbell,  Mrs.  D.  A.,  Cioi. 

Canada,  bibl.  of  Canadian  banking 
(Breckenridge),  188;  bibl.  of  Cana- 
dian hist.  (Gagnan),  364;  (Bourinot), 
408;  bibl.  of  (Prov.  P.  L.  bulletin), 
406. 

Canning  (Eng.)  Town  P.  L.,  sub- 
ject-index of  gen.  lit.  contained  in 
(Congreave),  327. 

Canton  (111.)  P.  L.    See  Parlin,  L. 

Canton  (O.)  P.  L.,  opening,  216. 

Carbondale,  Pa.,  proposition  to  es- 
tablish F.  P.  L.,  249. 

Cards  for  "  two- book"  system  (Jones), 
169-172. 


E.  Davie,  libn.,  406.  Care  01  maps  (Parsons),  199-201. 

Building  Trades  L.,  Chicago,  discon-     Carnegie  L.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  branch 


tinued,  356. 


libs,    for,    183 ;    Henrietta    St.    B. 


Catholic  literature,  list  of  (Spring- 
field L.),  105. 

Censorship  of  library  books,  162 ; 
(Crunden),  198. 

Central  California  L.  Assoc.,  organ- 
ization meeting,  128 ;  ist  meeting, 
128;  April  meeting,  177;  May  meet- 
ing-, 211  ;  October  meeting,  391  ; 
topic  for  November  meeting,  book 
publishing  and  bookselling  in  Cal., 
39i- 

Champaign,  111.,  gift  for  lib.  to,  65, 

Champlin,  G:  G.,  N.  Y.  S.  L.  S. 
(class  '95),  position  with  Library 
Bureau,  290. 

Chandler,  Alice  E.,  Woman's  Educa- 
tion Association,  305,  306. 

Changed  titles,  36,  105,  407. 

Chapman,  J.  W.,  Cioi. 

Charging,  various  methods  of,  for 
two-book  system  (Jones),  44,  168- 
172;  new  system  of  (Browne),  168; 
English  systems  of,  178. 

Chase,  Maj.  A.  H.,  exec.  comm.  N. 
H.  L.  Assoc.,  55,  101. 

Chase,  Florence  P.,  asst.  cataloger 
St.  Louis  P.  L.,  34. 

Chattanooga  (Tenn.)  L.  A.,  58. 

Chautauqua  vs.  Cleveland  for  next 
meeting,  discussion,  C8i-83. 

Chelmsford  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  dedication, 
216. 

Chemistry,  bibl.  of  aceto  acetic  ester 
(Seymour),  36 ;  bibl.  of  didymium 
(Langmuir),  188;  bibl.  of  cerium  and 
lanthanum,  188  ;  list  of  books  on 
(Bolton),  408. 

Chicago  Academy  of  Sciences  (Wick- 
ersham), 277. 

Chicago  Art  Institute  (Wickersham), 
278. 

Chicago  Building  Trades  L.  discon- 
tinued, 356. 

Chicago  Law  Institute  (Wickersham), 
277. 

Chicago  libraries,  brief  sketch  of 
some  (Wickersham),  274. 

Chicago  L.  Club,  igth  meeting,  25 ; 
2oth  meeting,  55  ;  2ist  meeting,  55- 
56;  22d  meeting,  95-96 ;  23d  meet- 
ing, 130-131;  24th  meeting,  393-394. 


Hi  Id  ings,  norary,  Hopicinton  (  Mass.)         Hrooks  appointed  head  cataloger,         ing,  130-131;  24111  meeting,  303-394. 
'.   L.,  29^30;   Spooner  L.,  Kansas  ^     214  ;  W:  R.  Watson  appointed  asst.      Chicago  P.  L..  134;  death  of  director 


State  Univ., 

'_      N.  H  ,32,  263: 
(Mass.)  P.  L.,  ^7;  Abbott  Memorial 


L.,  Rindge 


•i  30;  in 
.  N.  H  , 


Ingalls  Memorial*"     libn.,  255;   classified  catalog,  290; 


32,  263:  Adams 


L.,  Dexter,  Me..  59,  285;  Pennsyl- 
vania State  L.,  62;  Mass.  State  L., 
8.;-86;  Y.  M.  C.  A.  L.,  N.  Y.,  101; 
Warwick  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  102;  Y.  M. 


5th  rpt.  additions,  356  ;  account  of 
Carnegie  L.  (Shaw),  359;  Carnegie 
L.  presented  to  city,  description, 
illust.,  382-385. 

Carpenter,  Edmund  J.,  Boston  P.  L., 
285- 


C.  A.,  N.  Y..  136;  Univ.  of  Nebraska  ..Carpenter,  W:  H:,  bibl.  of  Ibsen,  223, 
L.,  138;  Univ.  of  City  of  N.  Y.-TOS;  ..     224 ;  bibl.  of  BjSrnstjerne,  328. 
Chelmsford  (Mass.)  P.  L.,_ai6:  Peck     Carr,  H:  J.,  vice-pres.  Pa.  L.  Club, 


Memorial  L..  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  217; 
Greenwich  (Ct.)  P.  L.,  289;  Bayard 
Taylor  Memorial  Assoc.,  Kennett 
Sq.,  Pa.,  401;  alterations  of  Brook- 
lyn (N.  Y.)  L.,  322;  Carnegie  L., 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  382-385;  Milwaukee 
P.  L.,  87;  Des  Moines  (la.)  P.  L., 
322;  Erie  (Pa.)  P.  L.,  356;  Fall  River 
(Mass.)  P.  L.,  59,  ai6, 285,  356;  West- 
ford,  Mass.,  185,  280;  Greenwich, 
Ct.,  289;  Western  Reserve  Univ.,- 
•49;  Heath,  Mass.,  323;  Hoboken 
(N.  J.)  P.  L.,  185,  250,  323;  Kansas 


55,  92 ;  two-book  system,  171 ;  first 
vice-pres.  A.  L.  A.,  387,  C84,  Cioi. 

Carter,  C:  M.,  aid  of  libs,  in  art  edu- 
cation, 44. 

Case  L.,  Cleveland,  O.,  reopening, 
96;  exhibition  of  books  and  pictures 
of  cathedrals  of  Europe,  340. 

Cat.  bibl.  of  (Huidekoper),  256. 

Cataloging  of  scientific  literature  pro- 


posed, 75,  81 ;  (Royal  Society),  82;         dell),  14'- 
Harvard  Univ.  rpt.,  83-84;  (Frank-     Chivers,  Cedric, 
lin   Institute  rpt.),  172-173 ;  report 
of  Royal  Society  on  co-op,  catalog, 


Bernhard  Moos,  255  ;  to  be  deco- 
rated with  mosaics,  386. 

Childhood,  psychology  of,  bibl.  (Tra- 
cy), 224. 

Children's  departments  in  Bost.  P. 
L.,  178;  Brookline  P.  'L.,  179;  San 
Francisco  (Cal.)  F.  L.,  359;  New 
Haven  (Ct.)  P.  L.,  358;  (correction), 

Children's  reading.  See  Young,  read- 
ing for  the.  Developing  children's 
interest  in  good  reading  (Mass.  C. 

China,  reading  list  on  (Osterhout  F. 
L.),  35;  (Bost.  P.  L.),  66;  China, 
Corea.  and  Japan  (Waltham,  Mass., 
P.  L.),  256;  catalog  of  books  on 
(Essex  Institute).  406. 

Chinese  Central  Asia,  bibl.  of  (Lans- 

new  book  list  (Eng- 
lish publications),  406. 
Church  history,  bibl.  of  (Cowan),  141. 
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Churchman,  Anna  L.,  died  July  27, 

Cincinnati   (O.)    P.    L.,    bulletin    of 

books  added  in  1894,  140;  quarterly 

bulletin,  no.  124,  355. 
Clark,  C.  Amelia,  vice-pres.  Ct.  L. 

Assoc.,  92. 
Clark,  G:  T:,  libn.  San  Francisco  P. 

L.,  34;   vice-pres.  Central  Cal.   L. 

Assoc.,  128  ;  access  to  shelves,  177  ; 

relation  of  State  L.  to  other  libs.,  391 

(discussion);  improper  books,  Csa, 

ClOI. 

Clark,  Mrs.  G:  T:,  Cioi. 
Clarke,  Edith  E.,  34;  list  of  books  in 
Woman's  L.,  Columb.  Expos.,  4 ; 
accepted  position  as   cataloger   in 
office  of  Sup.  of  Pub.  Docs.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  254. 
Clarke,  J.  M.,  bibl.  of  geology  and 

palaeontology  of  N.  Y.,  224. 
Classification,  Rowell's  system  (Cut- 
ter), 214-215  ;   municipal  literature 
(Wells),  279  ;  alphabetical  order  of 
the    consonants    (Cutter-Sanborn), 
363. 
Cleary,  Andrew,  treas.  Central  Cal. 

L.  Assoc.,  128. 

Clerkenwell  (Eng.)  P.  L.,  138-139;  ac- 
cess to  shelves  at  (Brown),  9-12, 
5J-S4i  138-139;  quarterly  guide  to 
readers,  35;  class  guide  to  fiction 
and  juvenile  literature,  290. 
Clerkenwell  open  lending  library 

(Brown),  50-54. 

Cleveland,  O.,  proposed  for  confer- 
ence in  August,  1896,  advantages 
discussed.  C8o,  81,  82-83. 
Cleveland  (O.)  P.  L.,  Open  Shelf  \  pub. 
by,  35,  134,  222-223,  327;  decision  to 
sell  bldg.,  356. 

Cliff  dwellers,  list  of  books  on  (Den- 
ver P.  L.),  140. 
Clock  and  watch  making  (Waltham, 

Mass.,  P.  L.  bull.),  256- 
Clodd,  E:,  selected  book-list  on  primi- 
tive man,  364. 
Clubs,  girlsr  and   women's,   list  of 

books  for,  20,  282,  399. 
Cobham,  C.  D.,  bibl.  of  Cyprus,  67. 
Coe,  Ellen  M.,  104;  list  of  books  for 
girls'  clubs,  20*  guiding  boys'  read- 
ing, 118-119;  marriage  of,  186. 
Colby,  Adah  M.,  libn.  and  treas.  N. 

H.  L.  Assoc.,  55. 

Cole,  G:  W.,  how  teachers  should  co- 
operate with  libns.,  115-118;  two- 
book  system,  171 ;  annual  literary 
index,  198;  treas.  A.  L.  A.,  389,  C84; 
resignation  on  account  of  ill-health 
not  accepted,  388, 406;  cataloging  in 
the  future,  C24 ;  treas.  A.  L.  A., 
C84. 
Coleridge,  S:  T.,  bibl.  of  (R:  Herne 

Shepherd),  292. 

Collating  of  library  books  (Fletcher), 
•     80-81;  (Nutting),  114. 
College  L.  and  college  paper  (Bick- 

nell),  387. 
College  settlements,  bibl.  Of  (Jones), 

67. 

Colorado,  lib.  legislation  in,  91. 
Colorado    L.    Assoc.,     organization 

meeting,  2it. 
Colorado  Medical  L.  Assoc.,  Denver, 

180. 

Colorado  State  L.,  96-97. 
Columbia  Coll.  L.,  gift  to,  161,  173- 

174,  197,  213  ;  25,000  v.  added,  392. 
Columb.  Expos.,  list  of  books  in  lib. 

of  Woman's  building  (Clarke),  4. 
Columbus  (O.)  P.  L.,  annex  to  lib. 

bldg.,  400. 

Columbus  (O.)  Public  School  L.,  134. 
Combination  order  and  shelf-list  slip 

(Austin),  49-50. 
Communications  (dep.),  4,44,  114, 162, 

198,  234,  266,  302,  338,  374. 
Concord  (Mass.)  F.  P.  L.,  180;  two- 
book  system  at,  169, 180. 


Congo  Free  State,  bibl.  of  (Reeves), 
142. 

Congreave,  A.,  libn.  West  Ham, 
Eng., subject  index  Canning  Town 
P.  L.,  327. 

Connecticut,  lib.  legislation  in,  90. 

Connecticut  L.  Assoc.,  4th  ann.  meet- 
ing, 91-92;  May  meeting,  210-211; 
fall  meeting,  Oct.  2, 352-363;  hand- 
book for  1895,  353. 

Connecticut  State  L.  Commission,  29; 
ist  rpt.  (review),  131. 

Conover,  chairman  comm.  on  legis- 
lation Ohio  L.  Assoc.,  390. 

Co-operation  in  the  cataloging  of 
scientific  literature,  75,  81-84,  172- 
i73>  £25,  308-310;  teachers  and 
libns.,  Cole,  115, 118. 

Copyright  depositories  (Rauch),  C43, 
78. 

Corea,  Bibliographic  core'enne  (Cou- 
rant),  408. 

Corean  war,  reading  hist,  on  (Provi- 
dence P.  L.  monthly  bulletin),  67. 
See  also  China. 

Cornell  Univ.  L.,  bulletin  no.  8,  186. 

Cossitt  L.,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  60,  98-99. 

Cossitt  L.,  North  Granby,  Ct.,  182. 

Costume,  books  on  (Drexel  Inst.  ref. 
lists),  35. 

Countryman,  Gratia,  185. 

Courant,  Maurice,  Bibliographic  co- 
re'enne, 408. 

Cowan,  H:,  bibl.  of  church  history, 
141. 

Crandall,  Francis  A.,  Superintendent 
of  public  documents,  113,  139,  197. 

Crandall,  M..  I.,  has  left  Cornell  L., 

222. 

Crane,    Mrs.    Clarissa,    bequest    to 

Crane  P.  L.,  Quincy,  Mass.,  221. 
Crane,  Joshua    E.,  appointed    libn. 

Taunton  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  326. 
Crane  P.  L.,  Quincy,  Mass.,  219-220; 

bequest  to,  221. 

Crawford,  Miss  Esther,  libn.  Sioux 
City  (la.)  P.  L.,  declines  re-election, 
254. 

Creighton,  Mrs.  Laura  C.,  Cioi. 
Crerar  L.  to  be  a  lib.  of  science,  76, 
86;  lease  of  floor  in  Marshall  Field 
bldg.,  249;   (Wickersham),  277;  An- 
derson Hoyt  Hopkins  app.  assist- 
ant libn.,  326. 
Criminal  Law  L.,  N.   Y.    City,  first 

public  lib.  of  criminal  law,  402. 
Criminology,  bibl.  of  abnormal  man 

(MacDonald),  188. 
Cripple  Creek  trip  (Oakley),  Cgg. 
Cruft,  Gen.  3.  T.,  vice  pres.  N.  H.  L. 

Assoc.,  55. 

Crunden,  F.   M.,  comm.  on  resolu- 
tions, C47;  memorial  to  W.  F.  Poole, 
C54;  indexing  periodicals,  C64,.C6; 
cat.  of  periodicals,  C6g,  70,  71,  Cioi . 
Cuba,  reading  list  on  (Salem  P.  L.), 

223. 

Curnow,  Charlotte  E.,  Cioi. 
Cutler,  Louisa  Salome  (Utica,  N.  Y., 
P.  L.),  died  Aug.  2,  290;  in  memo- 
riam   (Cutter),  310-311;  resolutions 
passed  by  Utica  (N.Y.)  P.  L.,  326. 
Cutler,  M..  S.,  principles  of  selection 
of  books,  208,  339;  list  of  books  in 
home  lib.,  222;  paper  on  two  funda- 
mentals, 246. 

Cutter,  C:  A.,  Rowell's  classifica- 
tion, 214-215;  work  of  arranging 
and  opening  Forbes  L.,  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  251-252;  list  of  subject- 
headings  for  dictionary  catalog, 
399;  reprint  of  index  to  expansive 
classification,  406. 
Cutter,  W.  P.,  exec,  board  Wash.  L. 

Assoc.,  26. 
Cyprus,  bibl.  of  (Cobham),  67. 

Dana,  J:  C.,  104,  Cioi;  advertising  a 
lib.,  88;  A.  L.  A.  comn.  on  state  aid 
to  libs.,  89;  Denver  P.  L.  handbook, 


131-132;   pres.  Col.  L.  Assoc.,  211, 
pres.  A.  L.  A.,  387,  389,  C84. 
Dana,  Mrs.  J:  C.,  Cioi. 
Dante,  additions  to   Harvard  Univ. 
collection  on  (Lane),  36;  index  to 
proper  names  (Toynbee),  36. 
Dartmouth    Coll.,  bibl.    of   (Bisbee, 

Gerpuld),  106. 
Darwin,  C.  C.,  exec,  board  Wash.  L. 

Assoc.,  26. 

Daudet,  A.,  bibl.  of  (Brivois),  188. 
Davidson,  Mrt.  Emma,    state    libn. 

Indiana,  66,  Cioi. 

Davie,  Eleanor  E.,  accepts  position 
in  the  Buffalo  Catholic    Institute, 
406. 
Davies,  J:  F.,  104;  summer  reading, 

290. 
Davis,   And.    M.,   early   records   of 

Harvard  College,  142. 
Day,  BeldenS.,Cioi. 
Dayton  (O.)  P.    L.,  216;    Linda    A. 
Eastman  app.  assistant  libn.    and 
cataloger,  326,  340. 
Decatur  (111.)  City  L.,  29. 
Delisle,  L.,  Bibles  de  Gutenberg,  36. 
Dennis,  Carrie  C.,  treas.  Nebraska  L. 

Assoc.,  2iii,  Coi. 

Denver  (Col.)  City  L.,  97;  opening  of 
new  rooms,  58;  two-book  system 
adopted,  356,  400. 

Denver  (Col.)  P.  L.,  extr.  fr.  rpt.,  58; 
list  of  books  on  science,  66;  Hacks 
pub.  by,  104;  handbook  (review), 
131-132;  list  of  books  on  cliff-dwel- 
lers, 140;  books  of  Col.  Medical  L. 
Assoc.  lent  to,  180;  lib.  tracts  is- 
sued by,  203;  name  of  monthly  jour- 
nal Books  changed  to  The  Book-leaf, 
255;  list  of  books  on  education,  363. 
Deptford  Institute  F.  L.,  Woodbury, 

N.  J.,  64, 102. 

Des  Moines  (la.)  P.  L.,  ist  supp.  to 
catalog,  66;  Bulletin,  no.  i,  290; 
city  to  raise  funds  for  new  lib. 
bldg.,  322;  removal  to  temporary 
quarters,  356. 

Detroit   (Mich.)    P.  L.,  59;    gift    of 
medical  lib.  to,  97;   Siamese  books 
given  to,  174;  bulletin  no.  6,  186. 
Dewey,  Melvil,  lib.  notes  in  the  Book- 
man,  178;    received  request  from 
office  of  Socifite'    Internationale  de 
Bibliographic     for    permission    to 
translate  decimal  classification  into 
French,  German,  Italian,  255;  rpt. 
on  co-operation,  Cs8. 
Dexter,  Me.,  gift  of  Abbott  Memori- 
al L.  to,  59. 
Dexter,  Lydia  A.,  pres.  Chicago  L. 

Club,  55. 
Dickinson,  C:   E.,  vice-pres.  Col.  L. 

Assoc.,  211. 

Dickinson,  Mrs.  C:  E.,  Cioi. 
Dillman,  Prof.,  Semitic  lib.   goes  to 

Johns  Hopkins,  357. 
Directories  in  public  reference  libs. 

(Thwaites),  341. 
Directories  in  P.  Ls.  (Thwaites),  341; 

(Davies),  374. 
Ditchfield,  P.  H.,  Books  fatal  to  their 

authors,  188. 

Dixon,  Mrs.  Zella  A.,  associate  libn. 
Univ.  Chicago  L.,  185-186;  depart- 
mental Is.  Univ.  of  Chicago,  375-377. 
Doesborgh,  Jan   van,  printer,    Ant- 
werp, bibl.  (Proctor),  292. 
Douglas,  Ada  B.,  Cioi. 
Douglas,  Eva,  First  day  in  British 

Museum  reading-room,  405. 
Douglas,  James,  annotated  guide  to 
literature  ofjniningand  metallurgy, 
407. 
Douglass,  F:,  books  on   (Waltham, 

Mass.,  P.  L.),  256. 

Dover(N.H.)P.  L.,  i2thrpt.,  180-181. 
Doyle,  A.  Conan  (Springfield  L.  Bul- 
letin), 141. 

Doyleston  (Pa.)  L.  Co.,  bequest  for 
building  to,  103. 
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Drayton,  Michael,  bibl.  of  (Spenser     Entomology,  Amer.  economic,  bibl. 

Soc.),  250. 
Drew,  Hon.  Irving  W.,  vice-pres.  N. 


of  (Henshaw),  292. 

„     ...   , .     Erie  (Pa.)  P.  L.,  corner-stone  laid,  356. 

H.  L.  Assoc.,  55.  Essex  Institute  (Salem,  Mass.),  books 

Drexel  Institute  (Phila.)  L.,  reference        on  China,  406. 
lists,  35,  66;  library  class,  gradual-     Ethics,  bibl.  of  (Hyslop),  106. 

Evanston  (111.)  F.  P.  L.,  rpt.  of  addi- 
tions, 322. 
Evening  Home  and  L.  Assoc.,  Phila., 


ing  exercises,    247 ;    list   receiving 
7;  rpt.  of 


certificates  and  prizes,  247. 

library  class  A.  L.  A.  comm.,  C6a. 
Dnscoll,      Emma,      libn.      Spokane 

(Wash.)  City  L.,  66. 
Drury   College    L.,    Siamese    books 

given  to,  174. 
Ducourtieux,  P.  Les  Barbou,  impri- 

meurs,  408. 
Dudley,  C:   R.,  sec.  Col.  L.  Assoc., 

an;  vice-pres.   A.  L.  A.,  389,  C84, 

Dulles,'  Jos.  H.,  bibl.  of  Ja.  McCosh, 
141. 

Du  Maurier,  reference  list  on  (Provi- 
dence P.  L.  bulletin),  140. 

Du  Rieu,  Dr.  W.  N.,  autotype  repro- 
duction of  rare  mss.,  87-88,  205. 

Durville,  H.,  Bibhograpbie  du  mag- 
ne'tisme  et  des  sciences  occultes, 


corner-stone  of  building  laid,  31. 
Ex-libris.    See  Book-plates. 

Fall  River  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  issue  of 
bonds  for  building,  59:  purchase  of 
site,  216;  inviting  architects  to  sub- 
mit plans,  285;  plans  of  new  bldg. 
accepted,  356. 

Fassig,  Oliver  L.,  Cioi  ;  sec.  and 
treas.  Wash.  L.  Assoc.,  26. 

Faulkner.  Hon.  F.  C.,  vice  pres.  N. 
H.  L.  Assoc.,  55. 

Faxon,  F:  W.,  asst.  sec.  A.  L.  A., 
389,  Cioi. 

Fell,  Morris  L.,  bequest  to  Doyles- 


363, 406;  A.  L.  A.  comm.  on  state  aid 
to  libs.,  89. 

Fowler,  Mrs.  Clara  B.,  libn.  Los  An- 
geles (Cal.)  P.  L.,  186. 

France,  Catalogue  annuel  de  la  librai- 
rie  fran9aise  (Jordell),  187;  finance 
of  France,  bibl.  of  (Stourm),  408. 

Francis,  Mary,  Cioi. 

Franklin,  B:,  bibl.  of,  Wetzel's  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  as  an  economist,  408. 

Franklin  Institute,  Phila.,  rpt.  of 
comm.  on  indexing  scientific  litera- 
ture, 172-173;  account  of  lib.,  219; 
Miss  Isabella  Harris  appointed  cata- 
loger,  255. 

French  books  added  to  North  Ada-ns 
(Mass.)  P.  L.,  251. 

French  finance  (Stourm),  408. 

French  literature,  cat.  raisonne'  of 
(Lemcke),  363. 

French  Revolution,  reading-list  on 
(Springfield  L.),  187. 

Friends'  F.  L.,  Germantown,  Phila., 
216. 

Frost,  Walter  C.,  Cioi. 


town  (Pa.)  L.  Co.,  103. 

Ferns,  bibl.  of  biology  of  (Atkinson),     Full  names,  36,  67,  105,  141,  187,  223, 
408.  67.  256,  291,  363,  407. 

Dziatzko,  K:,  Autor-  und  verlagsrecht     Fiction,  chronological  lists  of  histori-     Fuller,  H:  B.,  Newberry  L.,  29. 
im  alterthum,  36  ;  Sammlung  bib-        cal  (Bost.  P.  L},  66,  222;  reading-      Furniture,  reference  list  on  (Provi- 

l.st  of  (Y.  M.  C.  A.  L.,  N.  Y.),  105;         dence  P.  L.),  223. 

descriptive  list  of  ancient  historical 

(Griswold),  141 ;    in  libs.  (Central 

Cal.  L.  Assoc.),  211-212;  catalog  of 

English  prose  (Brookline,  Mass.,  P. 

L.),  248;  class  guide  to  (Clerken- 

well,    Eng.,  P.  L.)^  290;  historical 


liotheks  wissenschaf  tlicher  arbeiten, 
364. 


Earl,  Robert  and  Mrs. ,  Gift  of  resi- 
dence, Herkimer,  N.  Y.,  to  be  used 
as  F.  P.  L.,  254. 

East  Weymouth,  Mass.,  lib.  for,  216. 

Eastman,  Linda  A.,  app.  assistant 
libn.  and  cataloger  of  Dayton  (O.) 
P.  L.,  326. 

Eastman,  W:  R.,  Cioi;  lib.  work  of 
Univ.  of  State  of  N.  Y.,  21,  267-270; 
travelling  libs.,  28,  133,  269;  A.  L. 
A.  comm.  on  state  aid  to  libs.,  89. 

Economics,  reading  list  on  (Y.  M.  C. 


Gagnon,    P.,    Bibliographic    canadi- 

enne,  364. 
Galbraith,  Anna  M.,  bibl.  of  hygiene 

and  physical  culture  for  women,  256. 
Gale,  N.  B.,  bequest  for  lib.  to  Laco- 


WCil,        J^llg.,      1    .     M*f«      *yU,      lll»L\Jl  lUtll 

(Waltham,  Mass.,  P.   L.),  291  ;   in         nia,  N.  H.,  104. 

public  libraries  (Woodruff),  342-345;     Galena  (111.)  P.  L.,  opening,  29 

reading-list  of  100  novels  (St.  Joseph, 

Mo.,  P.  L.),  359;  annot.  list  (Mass.  L. 

C.),  363;  Amer.  hist,  novels  (Otis  L. 

bulletin),  363,  407  ;  class-list,  no.  i 

(Salem,  Mass.,  P.  L.),  407;  History 


Galliner,  Mrs.  H.  R.,  libn.  emeritus 
Withers  P.  L.,  Bloomington,  111., 

222. 

Garland,  Caroline  H.,  Cioi;  exec, 
comm.  N.  H.  L.  Assoc.,  55;  comm. 
on  library  schools  and  training 


and    criticism   of    fiction    (Salem, 

A.  L.,  N.  Y.),  io5Tbibl.  of  (Warner),         Mass.,  P.  L.),  407.  classes,  A.'L.  A.,  387. 

106;  (Rand,  comp.)^  256.  Field  Columb.  Museum  L.,  Chicago,     Gauss,  E.   F.   L.,  Pres.  Chicago  L. 


179-180;  (Wickersham),  278. 


Eddy,   H:  H.,  Pratt  Institute  (class 

1894-95),  appointed  libn.  Norfolk  L., 

Norfolk,  Ct.,  255. 
Edinburgh  (Scotland)  Ls.,  smoking-     Filon,  A.,  bibl.  of  Merime'e,  67. 


Club,  130. 


Field,  Herb.  Haviland,  bibliographia     Geology  and  paleontology  of  N.  Y. 


rooms  m,  405. 

Education,  of  girls,  bibl.  of  (Burstall), 
67;  bibl.  of  (Hunter),  224;  in  Rhode 
Island,  bibl.  of  (Tolman),  224  ; 
classed  bibl.  (Phila.  P.  L.),  291  ;  list 
of  books  on  education  in  Public 
School  L.,  Denver,  Book-Leafy  363. 

Egypt,  books  on  (Osterhout  F.  L.), 
105. 

Khnch,  Louis  R.,  Cioi. 


zoologica,  Czg. 
ilon,  A.,  bibl.  of  Menmee,  67. 
Finney,  B.  A. .local  bibl.  and  index- 
ing of  local  newspapers  (Mich.  P. 

Finnish  Lit.  Soc.,  Helsingfors,  cata- 
log (Grotenfelt),  224. 

Fishing,  list  of  books  on,  Osterhout 
F.  L.,  255. 

Fitz  P.  L.,  Chelsea,  Mass.,  216. 

5000  books  (Ladies''  Home  Journal), 
187, 


(Clarke),  224;  North  Amer.,  bibl.  of 
(Keyes),  292. 

George,  C.,  Schlagwort-katalog,  67. 

Georgia,Fla.,  State  L.  Ass'n  proposed, 
373- 

German  books,  313;  issued  for  home 
use  in  Springfield  (O.)  P.  L.,  353;  list 
of  German  books  (Newark,  N.  J.,  P. 
L.),  291. 

German  language  and  literature,  bib- 
Hog,  guide  (Breul),  328. 

German    literature,    reading-list    on 


Eldridge,  Mrs.  C.  A..  Cioi.  Fleming,  W.  K.,  stenographer,  Cioi.         (Providence  P.  L.  bulletin),  105. 

Electricity,  reading  list  on  (Y.  M.  C.      Fletcher,  Hon.  J.  S.,  gift  of  lib.  to     German  universities,  bibl.  of  (Paul- 


A.  L.,  N.  Y.),  105;  dictionary  cata 
log  of  bibl.  of  applied  electricity, 


Westford,  Mass.,  185;  contract  for 
bldg.  awarded,  289. 


Wegweiserfurdieelektrotechnische     Fletcher,  W:   I.,  public  lib.    move- 


fach  lit.,  328;  reading  list  on  (Wal- 
tham, Mass.,  P.  L.),  407. 

Elliott,  R:  R.,  Indian  bibl.,  188. 

Elizabeth  (N.  J.)  P.  L.,  29. 

Elmendorf,  H:  L.,  secretary  A.  L.  A., 
389,  C84,  Cioi. 

Elton,  Oliver,  bibl.  of  Michael  Dray- 
ton  (Spenser  Soc.,  London),  256. 

Emblems  and  devices,  newspaper 
clippings  on  (Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  F.  P. 
L.),  322. 

Emerton,  Ephraim,  mediaeval  Eu- 
rope, 36. 

English  authors'  biographies,  reading 
list  (Enoch  Pratt  F.  L.),  406. 

English  book*  (N.  Y.  F.  C.  L.),  290 ; 
Chi  vers's  new  book-list,  406. 

English  Catalogue,  223. 

English  prose  fiction,  catalog  of 
(Brookline  P.  L.),  248. 

Enoch  Pratt  F.  L.,  Bait.,  28,  133; 


ment,  28 ;  collating  of  lib.   books, 
80-81;  Annual  literary  index,  1894, 
106,  198;  Amberst  summer  school, 
175,  320. 
Fletcher  F.  L.,  Burlington,  Vt.,  133- 

134- 

Fogg,  J:  H.,  bequest  for  lib.  to  Wey- 
mouth, Mass.,  216. 

Folk-lore,  proposed  bibl.  of,  67. 

Foote,  E..  M.,  139. 

Forbes  L..  Northampton,  Mass., 


sen),  142. 

Germania  Ma'nnerchor,  Chicago,  111., 
catalog  of  books  (500),  363. 

Germany,  Allgemeine  bibliographic 
der  stoats-  u.  rechtswissenschaften, 
1 88. 

Gerould,  Ja.  Thayer,  bibl.  of  Dart- 
mouth College  and  Hanover,  N.  H., 
106. 

Giacosa,  P.,  Bibliografia  medica  itali- 
ana,  408. 

Gifford,  W:  L.  R.,  libn.  Cambridge 
(Mass.)  F.  P.  L.,  34;  purchase  of 
books  for  Millicent  lib.,  282. 


,254,289,  325,405. 

:rt,  F.  T.,  death  of,  aaa. 


•  ui  Ln_a    A>.,    inji  nivKiii  [>n/n,    i.*<ioo.,     ji,  uv/v/ika  ivi   i,iiuiv.t.iik  uis..  *u«* 

opened  July  i,  251;  arranged  by  C:      Giftsand  bequests  (dept.),  65, 103, 185, 

A.  Cutter,  251. 
Ford,   Jennie   A.,  vice-pres.  Ct.    L. 

Assoc.,  92. 
Forestry,  reading-list  on  (Newark  P. 

L.),  187. 
Forsyth,    Walter    Greenwood,    and 

Harrison,    Jos.    Le    Roy,    comps., 

James  Abbott    McNeill   Whistler, 


221. 

Gilbert,  r,  * .,  u^im  u*,  •**•<. 

Gillett,  C:  R.,  practical  library-mov- 
ing, 48-49. 

Oilman,  Hon.  E.  H.,  vice-pres.  N.  H. 
L.  Assoc.,  ss. 

Gilmore,  L.  B.,  Classifying  and  num- 
bering of  Public  documents  (Mich. 
P.  L.). 

Girard  (I 


,  354- 
(Pa.)  P. 


L.,  dedication,  ai6. 


finding-list  of  central  lib.,  104;  April     Fort  Wayne  (Ind.)  P.  L.,  opening,  59. 

bulletin,  186-187;  July.  290;  Finding-     Foster,  L.  S.,  bibl.  of  ornithology,  141.     Girls,  list  of  books  for  clubs  of,  21, 282, 

list  of  books  and  periodicals,  290;     Foster,  W:  E.,  monthly  reference  lists,        399;  bibl.  of  education  of  (Burstall), 


October  bulletin,  406. 


67, 104-105, 14°i  187,  3»3, 355,290,  327,         67. 
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Glen,  Henry,  libn.  Schenectady  (N.        added,  401;  list  of  books  on  soci-     History  for  ready  reference,  vols.  4,  5 


ett),  67. 

Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  isth  rpt.,  250;  two- 
card  system,  special  privilege  cards, 
valuable  books  on  tanning,  250. 

Goethe,  bibl.  of  (Bost.  P.  L.),  220. 

Goodison,  Alice  T.,  asst.  Mercantile 
L..  Phila., 


L.,  fnila.,  222.  narvey,  Cecil  <-.,  Cioi. 

Gould,  G:  M.,dict.  of  medicine,  etc.,      Hasse,  Adelaide  R.,  retirement  from 


Harvard  University,  rpt.  on  catalog- 
ing scientific  literature,  83-84. 

Harvard  Univ.  L.,  97-98,  bibl.  contri- 
butions, no.  48,  142;  bibl.  contri- 
butions, no.  50,  142;  Siamese  books 
given  to,  174;  alterations  at,  181. 

Harvey,  Cecil  C.,  Ci 


site 

compe- 
tition, 250;  plans  chosen,  drawn  by 
Albert  Beyer,  323; alphabetical  cata- 
log, 327. 

Hoe,  Rob.,  catalog'of  lib.  of  (Bier- 
stadt),  36,  283. 

Hoepli,  Ulrico,  publication  of  Da 
Vinci's  Codex  Atlanticus,  106; 
Bibliotheca  historica  italica/328. 


142. 

Gove,  Aaron,  Sup.  Denver  Public 
Schools,  introduced  to  conference, 
C73;  speech  on  libraries,  C74~75. 

Government  documents,  value  of,  for 
insurance  (question-box),  C83. 

Gowing,  F:,  exec.  comm.  N.  H.  L. 
Assoc.,  55. 

Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  P.  L.,  extr.  fr. 
rpt.,  59-60. 

Gray,  L:  T.,  resignation,  222. 

Greece,  reading-nst  on  (Salem  P.  L.), 
67, 141;  bibl.  hellenique,  v.  i,  2  (Le- 
grand),  67;  v.  3,  142. 

Greek  manuscripts  (Jacob,  A.),  328. 

Green,  S:  S.,  34;  technical  collections 
in  libs.,  24;  A.  L.  A.  comm.  on  state 
aid  to  libs.,  89;  address  at  Northboro 
(Mass.)  P.  L.  dedication,  252;  at  ded- 
ication of  Ingalls  Memorial  L., 
253- 

Greene,  F:  D:,  bibl.  of  Armenian  cri- 
sis, 1 88. 

Greenwich,  Ct  ,  gift  of  lib.  to,  103; 
foundations  laid,  description  of,  289. 

Greg,  Rev.  James  B.,  Cioi. 

Griswold,  S.  B.,  suppl.  to  subject  in- 
dex of  N.  Y.  S.  L.  (law),  327. 

Griswold,  W:  M.,  descriptive  list  of 
novels  and  tales  of  ancient  history, 
pt.  i,  141;  pt.  2,  hist,  of  North  Amer., 
292. 

Grotenfelt,  G.,  Suomalaisen  Kirjal- 
Iteunden  Seuran  Kirjaston  Luettelo, 
224. 

Gruel,  Le'on,  La  rose  d'or,  188. 

Guernsey,  Zoe,  Cioi. 

Guild,  Dr.  Reuben  A.,  withdrawal  of 
membership  in  A.  L.  A.,  GSS- 

Hagar,  S..  C.,  pres.  Vt.  L.  Assoc.,  23. 

Hahnemann,  Dr.  S:,  bibl.  of  (Brad- 
ford), 141. 

Haines,  Estelle,  resignation,  186. 

Hamilton  College  L.,  Clinton,  N.  Y., 
additions,  340. 

Hampton  (la.)  P.  L.,  additions,  323. 

Hanover,  N.  H.,  bibl.  of  (Bisbee, 
Thayer),  106. 

Hall,  Hon.  Daniel,  vice-pres.  N.  H. 
L.  Assoc.,  55. 

Halliwell  -  Phillipps,  Shakespearian 
collection  (Smyth),  55,  133. 

Hamilton  (Ont.,  Can.)  P.  L.,  103. 

Handley,  Hon.  J:,  bequests  for  lib.  to 
Winchester,  Va.,  104. 

Hanna,  Mrs.  J:  R.,  vice-pres.  Col.  L. 
Assoc.,  211. 

Harlem  L.,  N.  Y.,  rpt.,  rates  of  sub- 
scription, 286;  adv.  in  N.  Y.  cable 
cars,  303. 

Harrassowitz,Otto,catalog  von  Gram- 
matiken,  etc.,  406. 

Harris,  Isabella,  Drexel  Inst.  Lib. 
Dept.,  appointed  cataloger  Franklin 
Institute,  Phila. 

Harris,  Mrs.  A.  S.,  bequest  of  $50,000 
for  P.  L.  at  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin, 
266,  289. 

Hart,  Mrs.  W:  H.,  gift  of  memorial 
window  to  Y.  M.  C.  A.  L.,  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  325. 

Hartford  (Ct.)  P.  L.,  two-book  sys- 
tem adopted,  60, 169;  list  of  boys'  and 
girls'  books,  105;  bulletin,  v.  16,  nos. 
1-4,  105;  v.  ijr,  nos.  1-2,  187,  406; 

57th  rpt.,  additions,  401;  music  dept. 


Los  Angeles  P.  L.,  161-162, 186;  libn.      Hodgman,  I.  M.,  Ciot. 

U.  S.  Division  of  Public  Documents,     Hodgman,  Mrs.  I.  M.,  Cioi. 


186;  training  of  lib.  employees  (Has- 
se), 202-203,  239-241,  272-273,  303- 
305;  comm.  on  library  schools  and 
training  classes,  A.  L.  A.,  387. 

Hastings,  L.  A.,  Cioi. 

Hatch,  H.  C.,  gift  of  lib.  building  to 
Western  Reserve  Univ.,  103;  laying 
of  corner-stone  of  lib.  bldg.,  249. 

Hawes,  Clara  Sikes,  cataloger  Phila. 
L.  Co.,  222. 

Hawks,  Emma  B.,  asst.  libn.  of  Dept. 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  222. 

Hayes,  Rutherford  P.,  exec,  board 
Ohio  L.  Assoc.,  92,  390. 

Hayward,  Almira  L.,  memorial  of 
Mass.  L.  Club  on  death  of,  23. 

Hazeltine,  Mary  Imogene,  comm.  on 
co-operation  A.  L.  A.,  387;  social 
and  travel  features  of  the  confer- 
ence, C92-ioa.  Cioi. 

Hearst,  Mn.  Phoebe  A.,  gift  of  lib.  to 
Lead  City,  S.  D.,  65. 

Hearst  F.  L.,  Anaconda,  Mont.,  399. 

Heath,  Mass.,  town  voted  to  erect  P. 
L.  bldg.,  bequest  of  $500,  323. 

Heckman,  Frank  B.,  elected  libn. 
branch  6,  Phila.  F.  Ls.,  404. 

Hedge,  F.  H.,  vice-pres.  Mass.  C.  L., 
352. 

Helena  (Mont.)  P.  L.,  financial  troub- 
les, 98;  bulletin  no.  n,  105;  bulletin 
no.  i2,  140;  bulletin  no.  13,  187; 
special  call  for  books  on  mining,  250; 
two-book  plan,  age  limit  removed, 
285. 

Hellmann,  Prof.  G.,  bibl.  of  meteo- 
rology, 36. 

Helminthology,  bibl.  der  klinischen 
helminthologie  (Hubert,  67. 

Helping  inquirers  (Little),  Cig,  78. 

Henshaw,  S:,  bibl.  of  Amer.  economic 
entomology,  pt.  4,  292. 

Heraldry,  chivalry,  reading-list'  (Sa- 
lem, Mass.,  P.  L.),  291. 

Herkimer  F.  L.'A.  to  be  incorporated 
in  autumn.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Earl  have  given  residence  to  be 
used  as  F.  P.  L..  254. 

Herzog,  Alfred  C.,  vice-pres.  N.  J_. 
L.  A.,  390,  Cioi. 

Hewins,  Caroline  M.,  Cioi;  chairman 
comm.  on  state  aid  to  libs.,  89;  dis- 
cussion of  libraries  in  secondary 
schools,  C77. 

Hill,  Francis  B.,  Cioi. 

Hill,  Frank  P.,  two-book  system,  171- 
172;  comm.  on  Public  documents, 
A.  L.  A.,  387. 

Hills,  Mrs.  Agnes,  treas.  Ct.  L. 
Assoc.,  92. 

Hinrichsen,  S.  T.,  Cioi. 

History,  reading-list  on  Constitution 
of  the  U.  S.  (Salem  P.  L.),  35;  read- 
ing-list on  the  Civil  War  (Spring- 
field P.  L.),  36;  Mediaeval  Europe 
(Emerton),  36;  reading-lists  on  Eng. 
and  Amer.  (Y.  M.  C.  A.  L.,  N.  Y.), 
105;  Amer.  hist,  biog.,  hist,  fiction 
(Waltham,  Mass.,  P.  L.),  291;  North 
Amer.,  descriptive  list  (Griswold), 
292;  reading-list  on  Eng.  (Spring- 
field, Mass.,  L.),  363;  bibl.  of  Cana- 


Holbrook,  E.  F.,  treas.  Vt.  L.  Assoc., 
23- 

Holmes,  Judge  O.  W.,  gift  to  Pitts- 
field  (Mass.)  Athenaeum,  104. 

Holmes,  Oliver  Wendell,  poem  (Nel- 
son), 5;  read  ing- list  on  (Osterhout 
F.  L.),  35;  (Providence  P.  L.  month- 
ly bulletin),  67. 

Home  Lending  L.  Assoc.,  Cleveland, 
O.,  i8o. 

Home  libraries,  of  Armour  Inst.,  180; 
of  Cleveland,  180;  of  Knpxville, 
Tenn.,  217;  list  of  books  in  children's 
home  Is.,  Albany,  222. 

Hopkins,  Andersan  Hoyt,  app.  assist- 
ant libn.  John  Crerar  Scientific  L., 
Chicago,  111.,  326;  Handbook  of 
library  economy,  C4i,  78. 

Hopkins,  E.  Washburn,  bibl.  of  re- 
ligious systems  of  India,  408. 

Hopkinton  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  opening  of 
new  lib.  building,  29-30. 

Hospital  libs.  (Taylor),  349. 

Hovey,  E.  C.,  ideal  public  lib.,  28. 

How  may  we  make  the  guiding  of 
children's  reading  part  of  the  teach- 
er's work  ?,  Merington,  119-121. 

How  teachers  should  co-operate  with 
libns.,  Cole,  115-118. 

Howard  Memorial  L.,  New  Orleans, 
La.,  extr.  fr.  rpt.,  30-31. 

Huber,  J.  C.,  bibl.  der  klinischen 
helminthologie,  67. 

Hughes,  Mrs.  S..  Morgan,  asst.  libn. 
Terre  Haute  (Ind.)  P.  L.,  34. 

Huidekoper,  Rush 'Shippen,  bibl.  of 
the  cat,  256. 

Hull,  Fanny,  Cioi. 

Humors  and  blunders  (dep.),  68,  142, 
364- 

Hunt,  M..  E.,  suit  against  Nashua, 
N.  H.,  218-219. 

Hunt,  Hon.  N.  P.,  vice-pres.  N.  H. 
L.  Assoc.,  5 s. 

Hunter,  SirW:  W '.,  and  others,  state 
education,  224. 

Huntington  (L.  I.)  P.  L.,  60. 

Hutchins,  F.  A.,  organization  of  libs, 
in  Wisconsin,  93;  p_res.  Wis.  L. 
Assoc.,  94;  Wisconsin  L.  commis- 
sion, 393. 

Huxley,  Thomas,  bibl.  1890^94,  Re- 
view of  Review  $  (Sept.),  408. 

Hyett,  F.  A.,  bibl.  of  Gloucestershire, 
67. 

Hygiene  and  physical  culture  for 
women,  bibl.  of  (Galbraith),  256. 

Hypnotism,  bibl.  in  Vincent's  "  El- 
ements of  hypnotism,"  328. 

Hyslop,  Ja.  H.,  bibl.  of  ethics,  106. 


Ibsen,  H:,  bibl.  of  (Carpenter),  223- 

224. 
lies,  George,  comm.  on  endowment, 

A.  L.   A.,   387;   list  of  books   for 

girls  and  women  (review),  396-398. 
Illinois  State  Hist.  L.,  181. 
Imhoff,  Ono,  Cioi. 
Improper  books:  methods  to  discover 

and    exclude    them     (West).   €32; 

(Clark),  Css;  (Larned),  Css:  (Brett), 


dian  hist.    (Gagnon),    364;   United         C$6;  papers_and  discussions,  C76. 
States,    White's    "Pupil's    outline     Incun;  " 


studies,"  408. 


abula,  BeitrSge  zur  incunabeln.* 
kunde  (Reichhart),  324. 
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Independence  (la.)  F.  L.  rpt.,  addi- 
tions, 357. 

Index  Medicus,  scheme  of  indexing, 
C65. 

Indexes,  106. 

Indexing  of  scientific  literature,  pro- 
posed by  Royal  Society,  75,  81^82; 
letter  ot  Royal  Society  regarding, 
8a;  rpt.  of  Harvard  Univ.  on,  83- 
84;  rpt.  of  Franklin  Institute  on, 
172-173;  international  scheme,  C63; 
scheme  of  Index  Medicus,  C6$. 

India,  Vedic,  books  on,  224;  religions 
of,  bibl.  (Hopkins),  408. 

Indian  bibliographies  (Elliott),  188. 

Indiana  L.  Assoc.,  3d  ann.  meeting, 
94-25. 

Indiana  S.  L.,  new  legislation  for, 
243- 

Indianola  (la.)  P.  L.  rpt.,  323. 

Indianapolis  (Ind.)  P.  L.,  legislation 
regarding,  98,  134;  list  of  books  on 
Washington,  105;  aist  rpt.,  285. 

Information,  helping  inquirers  (Lit- 
tle), Cio. 

Ing-alls  Memorial  L.,  Rindge,  N.  H., 
account  of  building,  32;  formally 
dedicated  June  13;  description  of, 
speech  by  S.  S.  Green,  253. 

Ink  (Swan),  127,  163-167;  (Mass.  L. 
Club  discussion  on),  127. 

International  Bibliographical  Con- 
ference,adoption  of  modified  Dewey 
classification,  337,  346;  bibl.  of  sci- 
entific literature  (Andrews),  €25. 

Invertebrate  morphology,  bibl.  of 
(McMurrich),  36. 

Iowa  Ls.,  column  monthly  in  Iowa 
Capital,  323. 

Iowa  L.  Society,  sth  ann.  meeting, 
94-95;  plan  for  home  study  adopted 
by,  161,  176-177. 

Iowa  State  Univ.  L.,  gift  of  private 
lib.  to,  65. 

Italian  librarians  (Plummer),  4-5. 

Italy,  libs,  and  libns.  (Plummer),  4-5; 
Bibliotheca  bibliographica  italica 
(Ottino),  142;  Statistica  delle  biblio- 
teche,  pt.  i,  184;  bibl.  del  teatro 
drammatico  italiano  (Salvioli),  224; 
Bibliotheca  historica  italica,  328. 

Jackson  (Mich.)  City  L.,  216. 

Jacob,  A.,  Notes  sur  les  manuscrits 
grecs  palimpsestes  de  la  Biblio- 
theque  Nationale,  328. 

Jadart,  H.,  Debuts  de  1'imprimerie  a 
Reims,  328. 

Japan,  reading  on  (Osterhout  F.  L.), 
35,  (Bost.  P.  L.),  66;  bibl.  of  (Wenck- 
stern),  132-133. 

Jaquith,  Mrs.  Olivia  B.,  Cioi. 

Jellison,  A.  M.,  sec.  Central  Cal.  L. 
Assoc.,  128. 

Jermain,  Mrs.  Frances  D.,  ist  vice- 
pres.  Ohio  L.  Assoc.,  92,  390. 

Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  P.  L.,  Sunday 
opening  at,  60;  purchase  of  site  for 
new  lib.  bldg.,  250,  401. 

Jeryis  L.  A.,  Rome,  N.  Y.,  organiza- 
tion, 63;  lib.  opened  July  ia,  287. 

Jewell,  Han.  E.  P.,  vice-pres.  N.  H. 
L.  Assoc.,  55. 

Joan  of  Arc,  reading-list,  Salem 
(Mass.)  F.  P.  L.,  256. 

Jobs,  Mary  K.,  app.  libn.  Plainfield 
(N.  J.)  P.  L.,  406. 

Johns  Hopkins  L.,  Baltimore,  Md., 
Prof.  Diflman's Semitic  L.  acquired, 
357;  Univ.  studies,  i3th  ser.  bibl. 
of  white  servitude  in  Va.,  364. 

Johnston,  D.  V.  R.,  comm.  on  Public 
documents,  A.  L.  A.,  387. 

Jones,  Ada  Alice,  CTOI. 

Jones,  Gardner  ^f .,  charging  methods 
for  the  two-book  system,  44,  168- 
i7»;  libs,  of  local  history,  215;  Wire, 
G:  E.,  and  Cutter,  C:  A.,  list  of 
subject-headings  for  dictionary  cat- 
alog (review),  399. 


Jones,  M.  K..,  bibl.  of  college  and 

social  settlements,  67. 
Jones,  M..  L.,  pres.  Nebraska  L.  A., 

an,  Cioi. 

Jones.  Olive  C.,  Ciot. 
Jordell,  D.,  Catalogue  annuel  de  la 

librairie  franchise,  1894,  187. 
Josephson,  AkselG.  S.,  a  classification 

of  municipal  literature,  270;  Upsala 

(Sweden)  Univ.  L.,  hist,  of  (review), 

361. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.)  P.  L.,  plans  for 

new  lib.  building,  98,  181. 
Kansas  State  Agricultural  College  L., 

Manhattan,  98. 
Kansas   State    Hist.    Soc.,    Topeka, 

Kansas,  gth  biennial  rpt.,  286. 
Kansas    State    Univ.,    Spooner   L., 

Lawrence,  dedication,  30. 
Kates,  Clarence  S.,  Sec.  Pa.  L.  Club, 

176;  libn.   branch  no.  5,  Phila.   P. 

Ls  ,  219. 
Kellogg-Hubbard  L.,  Montpelier,  Vt., 

opened,  401. 
Kelso,  Tessa  L.,  retirement  from  Los 

Angeles  P.  L.,  161-162, 186. 
Kennett  Square,  Pa.,  incorporation  of 

Bayard  Taylor  Memorial  Assoc.,  60. 
Kensington,    Mass.,    plans    for   lib. 

building  for,  60. 
Kephart,  Horace,  shall  a  libn.    aid 

personal  interests?  4;  review  of  Man- 
chester City  L.  catalog,  27. 
Keyes,  C:  Rollin,  bibl.  North  Amer. 

paleontology,  i888-'92,  292. 
Kilbourn,    Ada  P.,    libn.    Poultney 

<yt.)  P.  L.,  252. 
Kimball,  Arthur  R.,  removal,  3;  rec. 

sec.  and  clerk  N.  H.  L.  Assoc.,  55; 

list  of  libs,  in  N.  H.,  61. 
Kimball,    Mrs.  H.    L.   McL.,  exec. 

board,  27. 
Kindergarten,  list  of  books  on  (Open 

Shtlf),  35. 

King,  J.  L.,  state  libn.  Kansas,  104. 
King,  Mrs.  Porter,to  entertain  library 

congress,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  386. 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  home  libs,  in,  217. 
Krehbiel,  Henry   E.,  list  of  musical 

works,  408. 
Kroeger,  Alice  B.,  vice-pres.  Pa.  L. 

Club,  55?  92. 
Krug,  Julia,  Cioi. 
Kuhl,  W.   H.,  Aeronautische    bibl., 

1670-1895,  256. 
Kuhns,  L.  O.,  bibl.  of  A.  de  Musset, 

188. 

Laconia,  N.  H.,  bequest  for  lib.  to,  104. 

Ladies'  Home  Journal,  list  of  5000 
books,  187. 

Lagarde  Semitic  lib.  at  Univ.  of  City 
of  N.  Y.,  31. 

Lake  George  (N.  Y.)  F.  L.  rpt.,  286. 

Lamaism,  list  of  books  on,  292. 

Lancaster  (Mass.)  Town  L.,  181;  farm- 
ers' class-list,  35;  two-book  system 
at,  169. 

Landon,  Leland  W.,  on  Vt.  State  L. 
Commission,  55. 

Lane,  W:  C.,  additions  to  Harvard 
Univ.,  Dante  collection,  36. 

Langley,  E.  E.,  Cioi. 

Langmuir,  A.  C.,  biol.  of  didymium, 
1 88. 

Languages,  catalog  of  grammars,  etc. 
(Harrassowitz),  406. 

Lanier,  Sidney,  bibl.  of  (Galloway), 
224. 

Lansdell,  H:,  bibl.  of  Chinese  Central 
Asia,  143. 

Larned,  Josephus  N.,  History  for 
ready  reference,  v.  4  (review),  132; 
v  5.  283;  selection  of  txoks  for  pub- 
lic library,  270;  comm.  on  library 
schools  and  training  classes  A.  L. 
A.,  387;  improper  books,  C35. 

Latand,  J:  H.,  early  relations' between 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  224. 


Lavish  gifts  to  Columbia  College,  173- 
'74- 

Law,  Bibliotheca  juridica,  36;  Biblio- 
graphic gdndrale  des  livres  de  droit 
et  jurisprudence,  106;  Allgemeine 
bibl.  der  staats-  und  rechtswissen- 
schaften,  108. 

Law  Soc.  of  Upper  Canada  L.,  103. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  gift  of  books 
to,  60;  23d  rpt.,  additions,  duplicate 
card  catalog,323. 

Lead  City,  S.  D.,  lib.  given  to,  65. 

Leading  of  catalog  type  (Stetson),  302. 

Lectures  at  Tacoma  (Wash.)  City  L., 
33;  at  Nottingham  (Eng.)  F.  P.  Ls., 
64;  at  Lenox  (Mass.)  L.  ,98;  at  Leeds, 
Eng.,  art,  bridge  construction,  celes- 
tial geology,  music,  325. 

Lee,  G:  M.,  Cioi. 

Leeds  (Eng.)  F.  P.  L.,25th  rpt.,  addi- 
tions, 325. 

Legrand,  E.,  bibl.  helWnique,  67,  142. 

Leib,  Mrs.  Laura,  Cioi. 

Leicester  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  gift  for  lib. 
building  to,  65. 

Leland  Stanford  Jr.  Univ.  L.,  ad- 
dition to,  182. 

Le  Mars  (la.)  F.  L.,  additions,  523. 

Lemcke,  Ernst  (B.  Westermann  &  Co.), 
Catalogue  raisonnd  of  world  Htera- 
ture,  363,  Cioi. 

Lenox,  L.,  N.  Y.,  182;  addition  to,  61; 
proposed  consolidation  with  Astor 
L.  and  Tilden  Trust,  75,  84-85,  114, 
125-126;  (N.  Y.  L.  Club  discussion), 
129,  204. 

Lenox  (Mass.)  L.,  lectures  at,  98. 

Leonard,  Grace  F.  (class  '95),  N.  Y. 
S.  L.  S.,  appointed  classifier  at  Prov- 
idence Athenaeum,  255. 

Leyden  International  conference  of 
zoologists,  391. 

Leypoldt,  Augusta  H.,  and  lies,  G:, 
list  of  books  for  girls  and  women,  5 
pts.  (review,  R.  R.  Bowker),  396-398. 

Librarian,  personality  of  (Poole),  21 ; 
a  librarian's  epitaph,  Nathaniel 
Ward  (Harvard),  348. 

Librarians,  some  Italian  (Plummer), 
4-5 ;  assistant  librarians  associa- 
tions, London,  Eng.,  325;  Congress 
of,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  348. 

Librarians  (dep.),  34,  66,  104,  139,  185, 

221,  254,  290,  326,  361,  406. 

Libraries,  technical  collections  in 
(Andrews),  6-9 ;  adaptation  of,  to 
local  needs  (Peck),  21,  45-48;  ideal 
building  for  (Hovey),  28 ;  proper 
standard  for  public,  54;  and  schools, 
58,  59, 113,  114;  advertising  (Dana), 
88;  (Cole),  115-118;  (Merington),  119- 
121 ;  (Sargent),  121-122;  (Bolton),  122- 
133;  (Milwaukee  P.  L.).  123-124; 
(Mass.  L.  Club  discussion),  127-138  ; 
(N.  Y.  L.  A.  meeting),  209;  censor- 
ship in,  162;  (Crunden),  198;  of  the 
U.  S.  (Putnam),  215 ;  inspection  of 
(Eastman),  268 ;  expert  assistance, 
268;  Amsterdam  (N.  Y.)  L.  made 
free  to  public,  321;  what  a  free  li- 
brary does  for  a  country  town,  348; 
Chicago  Building  Trades  L.  discon- 
tinued, 356;  list  of  musical  libraries 
in  Germany,  361;  Sammlung  bib- 
liothekswissenschaftlicher  arbeiten, 
364;  Departmental  Ls.  Univ.  of  Chi- 
cago (Dixon),37s;  Art  decoration  in 
(Bolton),  386;  co-operation  and  spe- 
cialization (Paterson),  391;  relation 
of  state  lib.  to  other  libs.  (Clark), 
391 ;  in  secondary  schools  (Sharp), 
Cs,  16;  discussion,  C76;  best  method 
of  changing  subscription  to  F.  P. 
L.  (McClintock),  C46 ;  address  on 
(Gove),  C74;  systems  of  control,  sup- 
port, and  administration  Public  Ls., 
317,  719,  Cgi. 

Libraries  of  the  Northwest  (Bowker), 
77-80;  First  lib.  of  the  Northwest 
(Thwaites),  382. 


522 


THE  L1BRAR  Y  JO  URNAL. 


The  index  to  Pseudonyms  and  Anonyms  follows  this. 


Library  advertising  (Dana),  88 ; 
(Stearns),  198;  (Denver  P.  L.),  203; 
in  street  cars  (McGuffey),  266;  an- 
swer to  McGuffey  (Van  Hoeven- 
berg),  302. 

Library  assistants  unfairly  treated, 
241-242. 

L.  A.  U.  K.,  proposed  international 
conference  with  A.  L.  A.,  175,  373,' 
389,  C8o;  i8th  annual  conference, 
348-350;  next  meeting  at  Leeds, 
Eng.,  350. 

Library  books,  Collating  of  (Fletcher), 
80-81. 

Library  Bureau,  G:  G.  Champlin  has 
accepted  position,  290. 

Library  clubs  (dep.),  25,  55,  95,  129, 
177,  212,  246,  391. 

Library  consolidation  in  N.  Y.  City, 
75,  84-85,  114,  125-126;  (N.  Y.  L. 
Club  discussion),  129,  197,  204. 

Library  economy,  Handbook  of  (Hop- 
kins), C4i. 

Library  economy  and  history  (dep.), 
28,  57,  96,  133,  178,  215,  249,  284,  321, 


Loop-Trip,  description  of  (Oakley),     Means,  Ja.  H.,  ASronautical  annual, 

Cg3.  1895,  106. 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  P.  L.,i34;  changes     Mechanics'  L.,  Altoona,  Pa.,  extr.  fr. 

in  administration,  161-162;   use  of         rpt.,  57. 

periodicals  at,  174.  Medford  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  182;  Abby  L. 

Louisberg,  capture  of,  Salem  P.  L., 

256. 

Lounsbury,  T:  R.,  Cioi. 
Low,  Seth,  gift  to  Columbia  Coll.  L., 


161,  173-174,  197,  213. 
Lowdermilk,  Col.  W.   H.,  vice-pres. 

Wash.  L.  Assoc.,  26. 
Lyly,  J:,  bibl.  of  (Baker),  68. 
Lynn  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  extr.  fr.  rpt.,  60. 

McClintock,  C:  W.,  comm.  on  endow- 
ment, A.  L.  A.,  387;  changing  sub- 
scription to  F.  P.  L.,  C46. 

McCosh,  Rev.  Ja.,  bibl.  of  (Dulles), 
141. 

McCreary,  Nellie,  Cioi. 

McCrory,  Harriette,  app.  libn.  Mil- 
lersville  (Pa.)  Normal  School,  362. 

MacDonald,  Arthur,  abnormal  man, 
188;  abnormal  woman,  328. 

McDonnell,    Anna,    vice-pres.    Wis. 


Moore,  app.  assistant,  290. 

Medical  books  for  small  P.  Ls. 
(Wire),  C?7. 

Medicine,  diet,  of  (Gould),  142;  Bi- 
bliografia  medica  Italians  (Giacosa), 
408. 

Megrue,  Mrs.  S.  F.,  Cioi. 

Meleney,  G:  B.,  asst.  sec.  A.  L.  A., 
389,  Cioi. 

Memorial  Day,  reading-list  for  .(Mil- 
waukee P.  L.),  223;  (Salem  P.  L.), 
223. 

Mercantile  L.,  N.  Y.,  100;  bulletin 
no.  15,  35. 

Mercantile  L.,  Phila.,  Pa.,  136;  presi- 
dent's proposition  to  make  F.  L., 
359- 

Mercantjle  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  toi. 

Mercantile  L.,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
220. 

Meriden,  Ct.,  proposed  lib.  for,  ai8. 


356,  399. 

Library  employees,  training  of  (Has-         L.  Assoc.,  04.  Merime'e,  Pros'per.  bibl.  of  (Filpn),  67. 

f,  Margaret  D.,  asst.   Bost.     Merington,  M..  E.,  the  guiding    of 


se),  202-203,  233-234,  239-241,  272-     McGuffey, 


273.  303-30S,  387. 

Library  examinations  in  schools,  Bol- 
ton,  122,  123. 

Library  exhibit  at  Atlanta,  265,  301. 

Library  legislation  (Ranck),  24,  133; 
progress  of,  76;  circular  of  A.  L.  A. 
State  L.  Section  regarding,  89-91 ; 
bill  for  lib.  commission  for  Wiscon- 
sin, 243 ;  Indiana  S.  L.  under  new 
legislation,  243. 

Library-moving,  a  practical  method 
of  (Gillett),  48-49. 

Library  of  Surgeon-Gen.  Office,  Index 
Catalog  of,  16  v.,  394. 

Library  School.  See  N.  Y.  State  L. 
School. 

Library  schools  and  training  classes, 
207-208,  247,  320 ;  Amherst,  Mass., 
175;  summer  school,  list  of  class,  320; 
outline  of  methods  for  (Hasse),  202- 
203;  Pratt  Institute,  graduating  ex- 
ercises, 247;  Drexel  Institute,  gradu- 
ating exercises,  247;  N.  Y.  F.  C.  L., 
visit  of  catalog  class  to  Library 
School,  247;  (Pratt  Institute  F.  L.), 
322;  rpt.  of  comm.  A.  L.  A.,  C6i. 

Library  tracts,  203. 

Library  training,  plan  of  Iowa  L.  Soc. 
for,  161 ;  of  lib.  employees  (Hasse), 
202-203,  233-234,  239-241,  272-273, 
303-305,  387. 

Library  work  (University  of  State  of 
N.  Y.),  Eastman,  267. 

Lichtenstein,  Joy,  asst.  libn.  San 
Francisco  P.  L.,  34. 

Lincoln  (Neb.)  P.  L.  additions,  357. 

Lindsey,  M..  B.,  2d  vice-pres.  Chicago 
L.  Club,  55- 

Linotype  at  Bost.  P.  L.,  174-175. 

Literature, reading-lists  on,  105;  read- 
ing-list on  French  (Newark  P.  L.), 
187;  bibl.  of  Swedish  (chronological), 
Lundstedt,  328. 

Little,  G:  T.,  comm.  on  co-op.  A.  L. 
A. ,387;  Helping  inquirers,  Gig. 

Liverpool  (Eng.)  F.  P.  L.,  185. 

Local  bibliography  and  indexing  of 
newspapers,  Michigan  L.  Assoc., 

Local  collections  (Jones),  215. 

Local  hist,  in  P.  Ls.  (Sanders),  £40. 

Lombroso,  A.,  Bibliografia  ragionata 
alia  storia  dell  'epoca  Napoleonica, 
328. 

London,  Eng.,  Association  for  Assist- 
ant Libns.,  325. 

Long,  Hyla  F.,  Cioi. 

Long  Island  F.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
incorporation  with  Pratt  Institute 
F.  L.,  28-29. 


P.  L.,  222. 
Mclntyre,  Isabelle,  Cioi. 
McLeod,  H.,  bibl.  of  spectroscopy, 

188. 
McLoney,  Ella  M.,sec.  Iowa  L.  Soc., 

McMurray,  Hon.  T.  S.,  Cioi. 

McMurrich,  J.  P.,bibl.  of  invertebrate 
morphology,  36. 

McNeil,  Mrs.  J.  L.,  Cioi. 

Macomber,  M.  E.,  in  charge  of  Kel- 
logg-Hubbard  L.,  401. 

Macon  (Ga.)  P.  L.,  60;  now  self-sup- 
porting, 323. 

Madan,  F.,  early  Oxford  press,  188. 

Magee,  W.  H.,  bibl.  of  cerium  and 
lanthanum,  188. 

Magnetism  and  occult  sciences,  bibl. 
oif  (Durville),  408.  * 

Maimonides  F.  L.,  N.  Y.,  182. 

Maine,  lib.  legislation  in,  89. 

Maine  State  L.,  135. 

Making  the  most  of  periodicals  (Los 
Angeles  P.  L.),  174. 

Malaya,  bibl.  of  (Sherborn),  106. 

Maiden  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  217-218. 

Manchester  (Eng.)  Museum,  Owens 
Coll.  L.,  catalog,  223. 

Manchester  (Eng.)  P.  F.  Ls.,  34. 

Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  L.,  30;  cata- 
log of  fiction,  review  (Kephart),  27; 
4istrpt.,  proposed  to  extend  lib.  to 
local  schools,  250;  free  access  to 
shelves,  250;  lib.  reclassified  under 
Miss  Sanborn,  250. 

Mankato  (Minn.)  P.  L.,  opening,  98. 

Manning,  Mrs.  Mary  D.,  Cior. 

Manuscripts,  autotype  reproduction 
of  rare  (Du  Rieu),  87-88,  205;  de- 
scriptive catalog  of  mss.  in  Sidney 
Sussex  Coll.  L.  (James),  364;  Arab 
manuscripts  (Slane),  364;  catalogue 
ge'ne'ral  des  manuscrits  des  biblio- 
theques  publiques  de  France,  406. 

Maps,  care  of  (Parsons),  199-201. 

Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Peck  Memorial  L. 
dedicated,  217. 

Marston,/?r.  E.  Q.,  vice-pres.  N.  H. 
L.  Assoc.,  55. 

Maryland,  hist.  bibl.  of  (Latand),  224; 
public  libs,  in,  346. 

Massachusetts,  lib.  legislation  in,  90. 

Mass.  F.  P.  L.  Commission,  217. 

Mass.  Inst.  of  Technol.  L.,  135. 

Mass.  L.  Club,  i8th  meeting,  23;  igth 
meeting,  127-128;  monthly  lists  of 
fiction  for  adults,  246,  363;  2pth 
meeting,  281-282;  annual  meeting 
Oct.  2,  at  Maiden,  351-352;  election 
of  officers, 


children's  reading  a  part  of  the 
teachers'  work,  119-121. 

Merrill,  W:  Stetson,  Cioi;  treas. 
Chicago  L.  Club,  56, 131. 

Meteorology,  bibl.  of  (Hellman),  36. 

Methodist  literature,  Jackson  collec- 
tion in  Northwestern  Univ.,  401. 

Michel,  Robert,  chairman  comm.  on 
S.  S.  Libraries,  Ohio  L.  Assoc.,  391. 

Michigan,  travelling  libs,  in,  124; 
(Spencer),  161. 

Michigan  L.  Assoc.,  5th  annual  con- 
ference, 353-355. 

Michigan  State  L.,  135,  357. 

Milford,  Ct.,  dedication  of  Taylor  L., 
60. 

Military  hist.,  bibl.  of,  Pohler,  J.,  364. 

Millicent  L.,  Fairhaven,  Mass.,  216; 
circulation  of  lib.,  250. 

Milner,  Angie  V.,  Cio2. 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  P.  L.,  30,  99  ;  two- 
book  system  adopted,  30,  169;  ac- 
count of  building  complications,  87; 
fire  at  (West),  114,  135;  work  with 
schools  at,  123-124 ;  reading-lists, 
223;  Miss  Lutie  E.  Stearns,  elected 
to  Cleveland  (O.)  P.  L.,  declined, 

326,  357,  401. 

Mineralogy,  1600  specimens  given  to 
Silas  Bronson  L.,  Waterbury,  Ct., 

?2?* 
Mining  and  metallurgy,  Annotated 

guide  to  literature  of  (Douglas),  408. 
Minneapolis  (Minn.)  P.  L.,  218;  books 

missing  from,  60;  suit  begun  by,  61; 

1700  Scandinavian  books,  323;  $500 

appropriated  for  English  fict.,  323. 
Minnesota,  travelling  libs,  for,  124. 
Minnesota  Hist.  Soc.  L..  St.  Paul,  218. 
Mitchell  T..,  Glasgow,  Scotland,  i2th 

rpt.,  1892-94,  isth  to  i7th  years  since 

opening,  changes  in  character  of 

reading,  increase  in  fiction,  addition 

to  scientific  resources  of  lib.,  254. 
Montana  libs.,  list  of,  386. 
Montana,  travelling  libs,  for,  124. 
Montclair  (N.  J.)  F.  P.  L.,  61 ;  fiction 

finding-list,  66;  2d  rpt.,  357. 
Montgomery,  T:  L.,  asst.  sec.  A.  L. 

A.,  389. 
Moore,  Anna,  libn.  Millbury  (Mass.) 

F.  P.  L.,  resigned,  362. 
Moore,  Evva  L.,  elected  libn.  Withers 

P.  L.,  Bloomington,  111.,  290,  Cioa. 
Moore,  Afr.sC  J.  C.,  Cio2. 
Moos,  Bernard,  director  Chicago  P. 

L.,  died  June  n;  obituary  (E.  F.  L. 

G.),255. 
Morison,  Hew,  present  at  dedication 

of  Carnegie  L.,  406. 


r.  L,.,  20-29.  01  omcers,  352.  ol  Carnegie  L.,  406. 

Loomis,    Mrs.  Mary  W.,  app.  asst.     Mass.  State  L.,  7,  217;  description  of     Morphology,    bibl.   of    invertebrate 

,:, ^t  TT«:«    ~t  njr:Ai~       ._«r  -      ~^     *  tif  m»         •    *  \       ,- 


libn.  of  Univ.  of  Mich.,  406. 


new  rooms,  85-86. 


orp 
(Me 


cMurrich),  36. 
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The  index  to  Pseudonyms  and  Anonyms  follows  this. 


Morrill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H.,  gift  of 
lib.  to  Norwood,  Mass.,  289. 

Morrison-Reeves L.,  Richmond,  Ind., 
memorial  window,  359. 

Morse.  Mrs.  Stella  B.,  vice-.pres. 
Iowa  L.  Soc.,  95. 

Mounting  portraits,  pictures,  etc. 
(Watson),  64-63. 

Muhlbrecht,  O.,  Allgemeine  bibli- 
ographic der  staats-  u.  rechtswissen- 
schaften,  187. 

Municipal  government,  useful  books 
on  (N.  Y.  L.  Club  discussion),  95 ; 
bibliography  of  (Providence  P.  L. 
bulletin),  105 ;  read  ing- list  on  (Sa- 
lem P.  L.),  105. 

Municipal  literature,  classification  of 
(Wells),  279. 

Music,  reading-list  on  (Drexel  Insti- 
tute L.),  66;  catalog  of  (Providence 
P.  L.  bulletin),  187;  reading-list  on 
(Springfield  L.),  223;  books  relating 
to  (Springfield  L.),  256,  291;  catalog 
of  (Osterhout  F.  L.),  291 ;  dept. 
Brookline  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  356;  bibl.  of 
books  on  (1894),  361;  list  of  musical 
works  (Krehbiel),  408. 

Musikbibliothek,  Peters,  361;  letters 
of  Franz  Schubert,  361. 

Mussel,  A.  de,  bibl.  of  (Kuhns),  188. 

Nahant  (Mass.)  P.  L.  rpt.,  description 
of  new  bldg.,  251;  classified  and  re- 
cataloged  by  Alma  R.  Van  Hoe- 
venburg,  251  ;  pamphlet  on,  with 
sketch  of  P.  L.  movement  (F:  A. 
Wilson),  254. 

Napoleon  Bonaparte,  reading-lists  on 
(Providence  P.  L.  bulletin),  187  ; 
(Springfield  L.),  187;  bibl.  (Lom- 
broso),  328. 

Napoleoniana,  fine  collection  of.  W. 
J.  Latta,  Wissahickon  Heights,  N.  J. 

Nashua,  N.  H.,  suit  against,  218-219. 

Nationalist  Circulating  L.,  Austin, 
Texas,  catalog,  363. 

Nature  study,  reading-list  on  (Os- 
terhout F.  L.),  327. 

Nebraska  Lib.  Assoc.,  organization 
meeting,  9x1. 

Nebraska  State  Institute,  summer 
lib.  course,  208. 

Nebraska  State  L.,  219. 

Needlework,  books  on  (Drexel  Inst. 
ref.  lists),  35. 

Nelson,  C:  Alex.,  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  (poem),  5;  recorder  A.  L. 
A.,  389;  echoes  from  Denver  Con- 
ference, 392 ;  gen.  cat.  lit.  periodi- 
cals, C67,  Cioa. 

Nelson,  Martha  Furber,  libn.  Union 
lib.,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  app.  libn.  State 
Normal,  Training  and  Model 
Schools,  290;  vice-pres.  N.  J.  L.  A., 
390. 

Nelson,  S..  C.,  cataloger  Stoneham 
(Mass.)  P.  L.,  222  ;  app.  asst.  libn. 
of  Blackstone  Memorial  L.,  Bran- 
ford.  Ct. 

New  Bedford  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  teachers' 
privileges  at,  61;  43d  rpt.,  251;  plea 
for  new  bldg.,  251. 

New  Brunswick  (N.  J.)  P.  L.,  pth  rpt., 
F.  C.  L.,  i2th  rpt.,  age  limit  re- 
duced from  12  to  10  yrs.,  351. 

New  England,  early  life,  reading-list, 
Salem  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  327. 

New  Hampshire  F.  P.  L.  Commission, 
99. 

New  Hampshire  L.  Assoc.,  sth  ann. 
meeting,  55. 

New  Hampshire  State  L.  dedication, 
30;  act  as  to  purchase  of  books,  182. 

New  Hampshire,  libs,  in,  61;  lib.  leg- 
islation in.  89-00;  compulsory  lib., 
233;  text  of  lib.  law,  242-243. 

New  Haven  (Ct.)  F.  P.  L.,  bulletin, 
Oct.,  '94,  35;  bulletin,  Dec.. '9*,  105; 
two-book  system  at,  169;  bulletin, 
Jan.-Feb.,  '95,  »SS,  357- 


New  Jersey  State  L.,  219. 

New  Jersey  L.  Assoc.,  annual  meet- 
ing, Oct.  13,  rpt.  (Winser),  390; 
comm.  appointed  to  collect  and 
print  laws  relating  to  libraries,  390. 

New  London  (Ct.)  P.  L.,  219. 

New  Orleans  (La.)  City  L.,  proposal  to 
establish  free  lib.  at,  99;  plans  sub- 
mitted, to  include  Fisk  collection, 
323-324. 

New  Utrecht,  L.  I.,  organization  of 
lib.  assoc.,  61. 

New  York  City,  school  libs,  in,  31; 
great  public  library  for,  84, 125-126. 

New  York  City  L.,  administration  of, 
44;  proposed  reorganization  of,  219. 

New  York  F.  C.  L.,  100;  Sunday 
opening  at,  61 ;  two-book  system  at, 
169;  visit  of  catalog  class  to  Albany 
Library  School,  247 ;  Arthur  E. 
Bostwick  appointed  libn.,  254;  cata- 
log of  George  Bruce  branch,  299  ; 
library  class  work,  401. 

N.  Y.  F.  C.  L.  for  the  Blind,  incor- 
porated in  June,  251. 

New  York  L.  Club,  joint  meeting 
with  N.  Y.  State  L.  Assoc.,  21-23; 
Feb.  meeting,  95;  March  meeting, 
129;  annual  meeting,  212-214;  fifst 
meeting  of  season,  1895-96,  392. 

New  York  Ls.,  statistics  of  475  libs. 
(N.  Y.  State  L.  bulletin  Public  li- 
braries, no.  3),  3*4. 

New  York  P.  L. — Astor,  Lenox,  and 
Tilden  Foundations,  proposed  or- 
ganization of,  75,  84-85, 114, 125-126; 
(N.  Y.  L.  Club  discussion),  129,  197, 
204  ;  securities,  etc.  ($2,000,000), 
turned  over  to  Edward  King,  324; 
question  of  site  and  bldg.,  402. 

New  York  State,  lib.  legislation  in,  90. 

New  York  State  L.,  136;  travelling 
libs.,  3;  proper  standard  for  public 
libs.,  54;  circulation  of  books  from, 
76  ;  selection  of  books  for  P.  L. 
(Larned),  270;  bulletin  Public  Li- 
braries, no.  3,  statistics  of  N.  Y. 
libs.,324;  Abell  investigating  comm., 
324;  Bulletin  no.  2,  law  additions, 
327;  Library  school  rpt.  A.  L.  A. 
comm.,  C6i. 

New  York  State  L.  Assoc.,  124,  128, 
187  ;  scheme  of  lists  of  additions  to 
small  libs.,  C6j ;  joint  meeting  with 
N.  Y.  L.  Club,  21-23;  Buffalo  meet- 
ing, 208-210. 

New  York  State  L.  School,  St.  Val- 
entine's day  at,  91  ;  examination 
pap«rs,  91;  correspondence  course, 
161;  summer  course,  161;  handbook, 
176;  New  York  visit,  207-208;  clos- 
ing exercises,  '94-95,  diplomas  dis- 
tributed, 281;  list  of  students,  fall 
term,  iSgs-V,  355. 

N.  Y.  State  Museum,  v.  3,  no.  13  (San 
Jose1  scale-insects),  bibl.  of.  256. 

Newark  (N.  J.}  P.  L.,  61;  sub-stations 
re-established,  31;  Library  News, 
140,  187;  two-book  system  at,  182; 
list  of  German  books,  French  books, 
291,  357. 

Newberry  L.,  Chicago  (Fuller),  29; 
Rudolph  indexer  at,  4;  (Wicker- 
sham),  276;  removal  of  lib.  to  new 
building,  356. 

Newburgh  (N.  Y.)  F.  L.,  182. 

Newton,  Nana  A.,  3d  vice-pres.  Ohio 
L.  Assoc.,  92.  390. 

Newton  (Mass.)  F.  L.,  two-book  sys- 
tem at,  169-170;  proved  satisfactory. 
251,  rpt.,  a-i. 

Newton  Theological  Institution,  New- 
ton Centre,  Mass.,  Hills  L.  dedi- 
cated, 358. 

Niagara  Falls  (N.  Y.)  P.  L.,  organi- 
zation, 62. 

Nicaragua  and  the  Monroe  doctrine, 
Foster's  ref.  lists,  14,  255. 

Norfolk  L.,  Ct.,  H:  H.  Eddy,  ap- 
pointed libn.,  255. 


Norrenberg,  Constantin,  Die  volksbi- 
bliothek  (review),  284;  work  of  A.L. 
A..  284. 

North  Adams  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  2d  supp. 
to  catalog,  35;  nth  rpt.,  French 
books  added,  25 1. 

North  Carolina,  bibl.  of  (Weeks), 
142. 

Northboro'  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  new  bldg. 
dedicated  and  presented  June  12, 
252. 

Northwest,  libraries  of  the  (Bowker), 
77-80. 

Northwestern  Univ.,  Orrington  Lunt 
L.,  Evanston,  111.,  dedication  exer- 
cises, 181;  Garrett  Institute  receive-! 
Jackson  collection  Methodist  liter- 
ature, 401. 

Norwich  (Eng.)  F.  L.,  iTth  rpt.,  wear 
and  tear  of  juvenile  books,  254. 

Norwood,  Mass.,  P.  L.  bldg.,  given 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Morrill,  site 
purchased,  289. 

Notes,  one  librarian's  way  of  keep- 
ing, 306. 

Nottingham  (Eng.)  F.  P.  Ls.,  64; 
rpt.,  405. 

Nottingham  (Eng.)  Central  F.  P. 
Lending  L.,  class-list  of  science 
(Briscoe-Dent),  327. 

Nursing,  list  of  books  on  (Waltham, 
Mass.,  P.  L.),  407. 

Nutting,  M..  O.,  collating  lib.  books, 
114. 

Oakland  (Cal.)  F.  L.,  i7th  rpt.,  addi- 
tions, 358. 

Oakley,  Minnie  M.,  Cio2;  the  Loop- 
Trip,  C9s;  Cripple  Creek  Trip, 

C99- 

Oberholtzer,  Mrs.  Rosa  Allen,  elected 
libn.  Sioux  City  (la.)  P.  L.,  29. 

O'Brien,  Margaret  A.,  Cio2. 

Oesterlein,  R.,  descriptive  catalog  of 
Richard  Wagner  Museum,  Vienna, 
v.  4,  292. 

Officer,  Helen  F.,  Cio2. 

Ohio  L.  Assoc.,  organization  and  ist 
meeting,  92;  first  annual  meeting, 
300;  board  of  officers,  395. 

Ohio  State  L..  62. 

Ohio  Wesleyan  Univ.,  Delaware,  new 
lib.  building,  403. 

Omaha  (Neb.)  P.  L.,  death  of  Jessie 
Allan,  338;  B:  H.  Barrows  elected 
libn.,  362;  children's  dept.  estab- 
lished, 358;  resignation  of  Blanche 
A.  Allan,  libn.,  406. 

Open  libraries  from  a  British  stand- 
point (Brown),  9-12. 

Order-slip  and  shelf-list  slip  com- 
bined (Austin),  49-50. 

Oregon,  books  on  (Portland,  Ore., 
L.  A.),  327;  check-list,  no.  •  (Port- 
land, Ore.),  P.  L.,  407. 

Oregon  State  L.  (Bowker),  78. 

Orientalische  bibliographic,  141. 

Ornithology,  bibl.  of  (Foster),  141. 

Orr,  C:,  treas.  Ohio  L.  Assoc.,  92, 
390;  asst.  sec.  A.  L.  A.,  389;  chair- 
man comm.  on  state  documents, 
(Ohio  L.  Assoc.), 391;  paper  on  print- 
ing and  distribution  of  public  doc- 
uments in  Ohio,  391. 

Orrington  Lunt  L.  St*  Northwestern 
Univ. 

Oshkosh,  Wis.,  $50,000  bequest  for 
lib.  (how  not  to  do  it),  266,  289. 

Osterhout  F.  L.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa., 
102,  920;  list  of  books  on  China, 
Japan.acd  Korea,  35;  reading-list  on 
Holmes,  35;  list  of  works  on  Egypt, 
105;  exclusion  of  children  from 
ref.-room,  184;  six  periodicals  to  be 
circulated  for  home  use,  non-fiction 
cards  issued,  253;  list  of  books  on 
fishing  (Library  News  Letter, 
May),  855;  catalog  of  music,  091; 
books  for  reading  aloud,  291;  read- 
ing-list on  nature  study,  327. 
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Otis  L.,  Norwich,  Ct.,  two-book  sys- 
tem at,  170;  duplicates  for  sale,  255; 
bulletin  continued,  age  restriction 
removed,  286;  bulletin  for  Sept.  list 
Amer.  hist,  novels,  363,  407;  rpt., 
403;  Nov.  bulletin,  list  of  books  on 
Burgoyne,  407. 

Ottendorfer  F.,  L.  Zwittau,  Austria, 
103. 

Ottino,  G.,  Bibliotheca  bibliogra- 
fica  italica,  142;  bibliografia  (Tag- 
gart),  162. 

Otis  L.,  Norwich,  Ct.,  discontinuance 
of  lib.  bulletin,  62. 

Ottumwa  (la.)  L.  Assoc.,  bequests  to, 
65. 

Outdoor  life  (chiefly  N.  E.),  reading- 
lists  (Foster  ref.  list),  290. 

Oxford,  Eng.,  bibl.  of  printing  at 
(Madan),  188. 

Palaeontology.    Set  Geology. 

Paper  and  ink  (Swan),  127,  163-167; 
(Mass.  L.  Club  discussion),  127. 

Paracelsus,  bibl.  of  (Sudhoff),  68. 

Paris,  popular  reading  in,  20,  ai. 

Paris  Exposition,  1900,  date  of  gath- 
ering for  librarians  of  the  world, 
C8o. 

Parlin  L.,  Canton,  111.,  opening,  29. 

Parlin  L.,  Everett,  Mass.,  dedicated, 
3S6.i 

Parsons,  Mrs.  A.  F.,  sec.  Mich.  L. 
A.,  355,  Cioa. 

Parsons,  Frances  H.,  care  of  maps, 
199-201. 

Parsons,  John,  Cio2. 

Parsons,  Mrs.  John,  €102. 

Partridge,  W:  Ordway,  technique  of 
sculpture.  224. 

Paterson  (N.  J.)  P.  L.,  loth  rpt.,  col- 
lection of  photographs  recommend- 


ed (Winchester),  professional  books 

"  Pa 
Soc.,"  286-287. 


and  journals  of  Passaic  Co.,  Med. 


Patten,  Frank  C.,  Cioa. 

Patterson,  Z.  Richie,  Cio2. 

Pauken,  F.,  bibl.  of  German  univs., 
142. 

Pawtucket  (R.  I.)  F.  P.  L.,  182-183. 

Peabody  Institute  Lib.,  Danvers, 
Mass.,  28th  rpt.,  249;  illustrated 
books  removed  from  reading-room, 
249;  issue  of  extra  non-fiction  cards, 
249.' 

Pearce,  Julia  R.,  Cioa. 

Peatfield,  J.  J.,  Bancroft  Lib.,  137. 

Peavey,  Mrs.  A.  J.,  Cio2;  vice-pres. 
Col.  L.  Assoc.,  211. 

Peck,  A.  L.,  adaptation  of  libs,  to 
local  needs,  21,  45-48;  help  given 
directors  of  Schenectady  P.  L.,  253. 

Peck  Memorial 'L.,  Marathon,  N.  Y., 
dedication,  217. 

Pennock,  B.  W.,asst.  libn.  New  Bed- 
ford (Mass.)  F.  L.,  1 86. 

Pennsylvania  L.  Club,  i2th  meeting, 
24;  isth  meeting,"*s5;  i4th  meeting, 
92;  isth  meeting,  128;  occasional 
papers,  no.  i,  zd  ed.,  284;  no.  2,  133; 
no.  3,  284;  i6th  meeting,  176;  i?th 
meeting,  246;  visit  to  Bryn  Mawr, 
246;  excursion,  Sept.  5,  353. 

Pennsylvania  State  L.,  new  building, 
62. 

Pensions,  superannuation  allowance 
(Barger),  362. 

Peoples,  W:  T.,  Cio2. 

Peoria  (111.)  P.  L.,  list  of  additions, 
223;  38th  rpt.,  additions,  hist,  of  li- 
brary, description  (Wilson),  324 ; 
corner-stone  of  new  lib.  bldg.  laid, 
35.8.  . 

Periodicals,  making  the  most  of  (Los 
Angeles  P.  L.),  174;  proposed  union 
list  of  (Wash.  L.  Club),  177-178,  247; 
(N.  Y.  L.  Club),  213-214;  use  of 
(Brett),  €12;  gen.  cat.  of  literary 
(Nelson),  Cys;  scheme  of  interna- 
tional co-op,  in  indexing  scientific 


periodicals,  transactions,  mono- 
graphs (Utley,  Fassig,  Nelson, 
Crunden,  Wire),  C63-66;  bibl.  of 
Swedish  periodicals  (Lundstedt), 
328. 

Perkins,  Norman  Carolan,  death  of, 
139-140. 

Perry,  Mrs.  H.  T.,  Cio2. 

Peters,  C.  F.,  music  publishers,  Leip- 
zig, Germ.,  361. 

Peterson,  H:,  Library  co-operation 
and  specialization,  391. 

Petit,  L:  D.,bibl.  of  Univ.  of  Leyden, 
68. 

Petty,  Sir  W.,  bibl.  of  (Bevan),  67. 

Petzholdt's  Katechismus  des  biblio- 
thekswesens  (Dr.  Graesel's  ed.), 
translation  by  F:  J.  Teggart,  256. 

Pequoit  L.,  Southport,  Ct.,  additions, 
387. 

Pfister,  Ch.,  Manuscrits  allemands  de 
la  Bibl.  Nationale  relatifs  a  1'his- 
toire  de  1'Alsace,  106. 

Phila.,  Pa.,  Growth  of  Library  Co., 

359- 

Philadelphia  F.  L.,  made  a  municipal 
organization,  31;  exhibit  of  bindings 
at,  62;  opening  in  new  rooms,  101; 
two-book  system  at,  170;  consolida- 
tion under  control  and  direction  of, 

337«  347i  4°4- 

Philadelphia  P.  L.,contentsof,Afo«/'A- 
ly  Notes,  June-Dec.,  291. 

Philadelphia  P.  Ls.,  32, 136;  two-book 
system  at,  170;  opening  of  branch 
no.  5,  219;  new  branch,  Oct.  i,  287; 
branch  no.  6,  404. 

Philanthropy,  bibl.  of  (Warner),  106. 

Philo  Jud&us,  bibliog.  of,  256. 

Philology,  classical,  Bibliotheca  phi- 
Iplogica,  224,  328;  Prof.  Beckstein's 
lib.  of  15,000  v.  purchased  by  Univ. 
of  Pa.  L.,  324. 

Pickard,  S:  T:,  bibl.  of  Whittier,  36. 

Piermont  (N.  Y.)  P.  L.,  new  lib.  bldg. 
opened,  359. 

Pittsfield  (Mass.)  Athenaeum,  gift  to, 
104. 

Plainfield  (N.  J.)  P.  L.,  lot;  Male  col- 
lection of  cloisonne"  assigned  to,  62- 
63;  rpt.,  1894-5,  cards  granted  to  pri- 
vate schools  a_nd  R.  C.  parochial 
schools,  adoption  of  "two-book" 
system,  252 ;  select  list  of  travel 
(Emma  L.  Adams),  255;  Mary  K. 
Jobs,  app.  libn.,  406. 

Platt,  W.  A.,  Cio2. 

Plummer,  M..W.,  34-35;  Italian  libns., 

Pohler,  J.,  Bibliotheca  historico  mili- 
taris,  364. 

Pole,  W:,  Evolution  of  whist,  224. 

Poole,  Reuben  B.,  personality  of  a 
libn.,  21;  death  of,  140;  resolutions 
on  (N.  Y.  L.  A.),  210;  (N.-Y.  L. 
Club),  212-213 ;  memorial  comm., 
Cso,  C77. 

Port  Jervis  (N.  Y.)  F.  L.,  rpt.,  287. 

Portland  (Ct.)  T.  L.,  $2000  if  name  is 
changed  to  giver's,  Horace  R. 
Buck  L.,  325. 

Portland  (Me.)  P.  L.,  183. 

Portland  (Ore.)  L.  Assoc.  (Bowker), 
77-78,  136-137;  Oregon  check-lists, 
no.  i,  327;  no.  2,  407. 

Portraits,  method  of  mounting  (Wat- 
son), 64-65;  and  portraiture,  ref.  list 
on  (Providence  P.  L.  bulletin),  187. 

Posters,  exhibition  of,  at  Brookline 
(Mass.)  P.  L.,  96;  catalog  of  (Bol- 
ton),  186 ;  exhibition  of,  at  Bridge- 
port (Ct.)  P.  L.,  340. 

Potter,  Hon.Vf:,  gift  to  Pa.  Univ.  L., 
65. 

Pottery,  reading-list  on  (Salem  P.  L.), 
223. 

Poultney  (Vt.)  P.  L.,  formally  opened 
June  i,  252. 

Practical  notes,  64,  221,  306,  361,  405. 

Pratt  Institute  F.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y., 


.  incorporation  of  Long  Island  F.  L. 
with,  28-29;  bulletin  no.  10,  67;  new 

E  building  for,  96;  exhibit  of  lib.  work, 
215-216;  first  annual  bulletin  of  ad- 
Editions,  Jan.-Dec.,  '94,  classed  au- 

k  thor-list  (linotype  method),  255;  New 
England  Magazine  (Sept.),  322 ; 
graduating  of  training  class,  rpt. 
A.  L.  A.  comm.,  C6i. 

Pratt  Institute  Library  Class,  gradu- 
ating exercises,  247 ;  list  of  gradu- 
ates, 347. 

Prendergast  (James)  L.,  Jamestown, 
N.  Y.,  rpt.,  285;  10,000  v.  reached, 
list  of  books  for  young,  385. 

Primitive  man,  book-list  on  (Clodd), 
364- 

Princeton  (N.  J.)  Coll.  L.,  gift  of  mss. 
to,  65;  Siamese  books  given  to,  174. 

Printing,  leading  of  catalog  type 
< Stetson),  302;  at  Reims,  1550-1560 
(Jadart),  328;  Les  Barbou  (Du  Cour- 
tieux),  408. 

Proctor,  R.,  Jan  van  Doesborgh, 
printer,  Antwerp,  bibl.,  292. 

Providence  (R.  I.)  Athenaeum,  Grace 
F.  Leonard  appointed  classifier,  255. 

Providence  (R.  I.)  P.  L.,  plans  for 
new  building,  32,  63;  monthly  bul- 
letins, 67, 104-105, 140,  187,  223,  255, 
290,  327,  363,  406;  i7th  rpt.,  catalog 
made  of  publications  of  industrial 
and  manufacturing  firms,  suggested 
by  C.  W.  Andrews,  libn.  Mass.  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  252;  appendix 
no.  u,  rpt.  of  Prof.  Ware  on  plans 
for  new  bldg.,  253. 

Public  documents,  index  to  (Ames), 
3,  26;  special  rpt.  on  (Ames),  26-27; 
storage  of,  43;  rpt.regarding  (Ames), 
56-57 ;  distribution  of,  75  ;  new 
methods  of  administration  of,  107; 
Edith  E.  Clarke,  cataloger  in  office 
of  superintendent  of,  254;  classify- 
ing and  numbering  (Gilmore)  (Mich. 
P.  L.),  354;  comm.  on,  387;  catalog 
of,  July,  Aug.,  407,  C78-79. 

Public  documents  bill,  3,  13-20;  first 
fruits  new  monthly  catalog  (Cran- 

f  dall),  Jan.-March,  301,  327,  C78-79. 

Public  library  function  wholly  educa- 
tional (Utley),  A.  L.  A.  opening  ad- 
dress, Ci-4. 

Public  Ls.,  systems  of  control,  sup- 
port, administration,  Cgi  ;  proper 
standard  for,  54. 

Public  library  movement  (Fletcher), 
28. 

Public  schools  and  public  libraries 
(Sterner),  346. 

Putnam,  Herbert,  libn.  Bost.  P.  L., 
43,  66;  proposed  cataloging  of  scien- 
tific literature,  81;  great  libs,  of  the 
U.  S.,2IS. 

Putnam,  Israel,  books  for  first  lib.  of 
Northwest  (Thwaites),  382. 

Putnam,  Ruth,  bibl.  of  William  the 
Silent,  364. 

Putnam  (Ct.)  P.  L., catalog  completed, 
404. 

Quincy  (111.)  P.  L.,  two-book  system 
adopted,  63,  170;  lib.  bulletin  to  be 
pub.  by,  137;  issue  of  teachers'  cards, 
404. 

Rafinesque,  bibl.  of  (Call),  141. 

Ragozin,  Z.  A.,  Vedic  India,  list  of 
authorities,  224. 

Railroad,  reading-list  on  (Y.  M.  C.  A. 
L.,  N.  Y.),  105,  407;  libs.  (Watkins), 
129-130;  railroad  strike,  1894,  bibl.  of 
(Lee),  293;  catalog  of  books  on  light 
railways,  364. 

Raines,  C.  W.,  bibl.  of  Texas,  364. 

Ranck,  S:  H.,  lib.  legislat-'on,  24, 133; 
public  use  of  college  libs.,  235-239; 
need  of  additional  copyright  de- 
positories, C43  ;  referred  to  comm. 
on  Public  documents,  CjS. 
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Rand,  B:  (co»if.).  Economic  hist. 
suite  the  seven  years'  war,  3d  ed., 
bibl.  of  economics,  956. 

Randolph,  Mrs.  G:  L.,  Ctoa. 

Rathbone,  Josephine  A.,  Cioa;  sec. 
N.  Y.  L.  Club,  313. 

Reading  (Pa.)  L.  Co.,  404. 

Reading,  for  the  young  (N.  Y.  L. 
Assoc.  discussion),  33,  309;  (Peck), 
47,  114:  (Cole),  115-118;  (Coe).  118- 
119;  (Merington),  119-121;  list  on 
readingand  choice  of  books  (Salem, 
Mass  ,  P.  L.  bulletin).  363;  reading- 
list  of  biographies  of  Eng.  authors 
(Enoch  Pratt  F.  L.),  406;  how 
should  a  librarian  read  ?  (Wire), 
Ci6;  for  libns.  (Wire),  56;  lists  of 
select  (Y.  M.  C.  A.  L.,  N.  Y.),  105, 
407. 

Redwood  L.  and  Athenaeum,  New- 
port, R.  I.,  61. 

Reeves,  J.  S.,  bibl.  of  Congo  Free 
State,  143. 

Reference-books,  Bibliography  of  (G: 
F:  Bowerman),  308. 

Reference  work  among  school-chil- 
dren (Sargent),  131-132;  in  training 
library  employees  (Hasse),  303-304. 

Reichhart,  G.,  Beitr&ge  zur  incuna- 
belnkunde,  334. 

Reims,  Printing  at,  1550-1560  (Jadart), 
328. 

Religion,  reading-list  on  (Y.  M.  C.  A. 
L.,  N.  Y.),  105;  lib.  of  a  priest  (Am. 
Ecclesiastical  Rev.),  333. 

Repplier,  Agnes,  list,  of  books  on 
(Springfield,  Mass.,  L.),407. 

Resag,  Mrs.  Ma.  A.,  treas.  Pa.  L. 
Club,  176. 

Resor,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  Cioa. 

Reuben  Hoar  L.,  Littleton,  Mass., 
181;  two-book  system  at,  170. 

Reviews  (dep.),  36,  57,  131,  314,  348, 
283,  320,  394. 

Reynolds  L.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  alter- 
ations of  new  building,  183;  G:  F. 
Bowerman,  appointed  reference 
libn.,  354;  lib.  closed  two  months, 
•87;  development  of  reference  dept., 
bibl.  of  reference  books  (Bower- 
man), 308;  removing1  lib.  to  new 
bldg.,  324;  new  lib.  opened,  359,  404. 

Rhode  Island,  lib.  legislation  in,  90; 
bibl.  of  education  in  (Tolman),  324; 
colonial  laws,  bibl.  of  (Rider),  256. 

Rice,  Mrs.  David  Hall.  C 102. 

Rich,  J.  W.,  pres.  Iowa  L.  Society,  95. 

Richards  Memorial  L.,  North  Attle- 
boro,  Mass.,  dedicated,  358. 

Richards,  Col.  S.  M.,  vice- pres.  N. 
H.  L.  Assoc.,  55. 

Richardson,  Mary  A.,  Cios;  sec.  Ct. 
L.  Assoc.,  93. 

Richie,  Herbert  E.,  Cicra. 

Richmond  (Ky.)  P.  L.,  404. 

Rider,  Sidney  S.,  bibl.  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and colonial  laws,  1719,  256. 

Rigiing,  Alfred,  sec.  and  treas.  Pa. 
L.  Club,  55,  92. 

Roads,  reading-list  on  (Bost.  P.  L.), 
166;  Foster's  ref.  list,  290. 

Robbins,  Mary  E.,  Cio*. 

Roberts,  I.  C.,  vice-pres.  Mich.  L.  A., 

Roberts,  Mrs.  J.  F.,  Memorial   L., 

Whippany,  N.  J.,  360. 
Robins,  Harry  D.,  Cicn. 
Robins,  Rev.  J.  E.,  vice-pres.  N.  H. 

L.  Club,  ss. 
Robinson,  Mr*.  F.  W.,  treas.  Ct.  L. 

A.,  212. 

Rochester  (Minn.)  P.  L.,  gift  of  $5000 
from  Col.  G:  Healy. 

Rochester  Hist.  Soc.,  third  floor  of 
Reynolds  lib.,  324. 

Rockland  (Me.)  P.  L.,  opening,  63. 

Rogers,  W.  T.,  Manual  of  bibliogra- 
phy (Teggart),  163. 

Rogers  Memorial  L.,  Southampton, 
L.  I.,  opened,  360.  „ 


Rome,  reading-list  on  (Salem  P.  L.), 

140-141. 

Rose  water,  Victor,  Cioa. 
Root,  Azariah  S.,  chairman  comm.  on 

extension  Ohio  L.  Assoc.,  390. 
Rowell,  J.  C.,  pres.  Central  Cal.  L. 

Assoc.,  ia8;  classification  (Cutter), 

314-315;    subject-index  to  science, 

C37. 

Royal  Library,  Berlin,  catalog  of, 
300,000  marks  appropriated  by  gov- 
ernment, 379. 

Royal  Society,  London,  proposition 
for  indexing  of  scientific  literature, 
75,  81;  letter  regarding,  8a;  rpt.  of 
Harvard  Univ.  on,  83-84;  rpt.  of 
Franklin  Institute  on,  173-173. 

Rudolph,  Alex.  J.,  asst.  libn.  San 
Francisco  P.  L.,  35. 

Rudolph  bookbinding,  221. 

Rudolph  indexer  at  Newberry  L.,  4; 
at  Richards  Memorial  L.,  Attlebpro, 
Mass.,  358;  at  Carnegie  L.,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  385. 

Rupp,  G:  P.,  superintendent  Phila. 
P.  Ls.,  104. 

Ruprecht,  G.,  Bibliotheca  theologica, 

Mi- 
Russia,  reading-list  on  (Salem  P.  L.), 

Rusteat,  H:  E.,  on  Vt.  State  L.  Com- 
mission, 55. 

Rutland  (Vt.)  F.  L.  A.,  183;  list  of 
books  for  schools,  105. 

Rylance,  Rev.  Jos.  H.,  married  to 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Coe,  186. 

Sacconi-Ricci,  Mine.  G.  (Plummer),  5. 

St.  Augustin  (Fla.j  F.  P.  L.  Assoc., 
gift  of  bldg.  by  J.  M.  Wilson,  Fra- 
mingham.  Mass.,  289. 

St.  Johns  (New  Brunswick)  P.  L., 
i3th  rpt.,  289. 

St.  Johnsbury  (Vt.)  Athenzeum,  bul- 
letin, 223. 

St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  P.  L.,  sth  rpt.,  list 
of  100  novels,  359. 

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  F.  P.  L.,  63, 183;  most 
popular  books  at,  137 ;  travelling 
libs,  at,  220. 

St.  Paul  (Minn.)  P.  L.,  183. 

Salem  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  183-184;  bulle- 
tins, 35,  67,  105,  140-141,  187,  223, 
256,  291,  327,  363,  407;  6th  supp.  to 
finding-list,  35;  special  reading-list 
(early  N.  E.  life),  337;  reading-list 
on  woman,  363;  reading-list  on 
reading,  363;  class-list,  no.  i  (fiction), 
407;  business  man's  list,  407;  list  on 
history  and  criticism  of  fiction,  407. 

Salt  Lake  City  (Winser),  Cgj. 

Salvioli,  G.  and  C.,  bibl.  del  teatro 
drammatico  Italiano,  334. 

San  Diego  (Cal.)  P.  L.,  rpt.,  404;  find- 
ing-list, 407. 

San  Francisco  (Cal.)  P.  L.,  320;  chil- 
dren's departments,  359. 

Sanborn,  Kate  E.,  executive  comm. 
N.  H.  L.  A.,  55;  reclassification  of 
Manchester  (N.  H.)  C.  L.,  351;  al- 
phabetical order-table  for  conso- 
nants (Cutter),  363. 

Sanders,  Minerva  A.,  Cioa;  value  of 
local  hist.,  C4o. 

Sappho,  bibliog.  of  (Wharton),  408. 

Sargent,  Abby  L.,  reference  work 
among  school-children,  131-132;  ac- 
cepted position  assistant  in  Medford 
P.  L.,  treas.  Mass.  C.  L.,  353. 

Sargent's  reading  for  the  young,  pre- 
sented by  Board  of  Ed.  to  grammar 
schools  of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  call- 
number  affixed,  351. 

Saturday  hall-holiday  (Hill),  334. 

Saunders,  F:  (Astor  L.).  celebrated 
88th  birthday,  Aug.  M,  336;  prepar- 
ing history  of  Astor  L.,  336. 

Saunders,  J:  M.,  libn.  Woodbury 
(N.  J.)  L.  Co.,  died  Sept.  6, 36a. 


Sauppe  philological  lib.,  at  Bryn 
MawrCoII.  L.,  39. 

Sawin,  James  M.,  developing  chil- 
dren's interest  in  good  reading 
(Mass.  C.L.).  351,  377-379- 

Sayre,  W.  L.,  Cio3. 

Scale  insects,  bibl.  of  (N.  Y.  State 
Museum  bull.),  356. 

Scandinavian  books,  catalogs  of,  187. 

Schenectady  (N.  Y.)  P.  L.,  n«w  lib. 
progressing,  Mr.  Peck,  of  Glovers- 
villc  L.,  assisting,  Henry  Glen, 
libn.,  as3. 

Schermerborn,  F.  A:,'gift  to  Colum- 
bia Coll.  L.,  173-174 

School  libs,  in  N.  Y.  City,  31. 

Schulze,  V.,attd  Roller,  O.,  Bismarck 
literature,  complete  bibl.  of  German 
books  on,  1895,  393. 

Schools,  libraries  and,  58,  59,  113, 
114;  (Cole),  115-118;  (Merington), 
119-131;  (Sargent),  131-122;  (Mil- 
waukee P.  L.),  123-124;  (Mass.  L. 
Club  discussion),  127-128;  (N.  Y.  L. 
A.  meeting),  309;  list  of  books  for 
teachers  and  pupils  (Rutland  F.  L.), 
105;  lib.  examinations  in  (Bolton), 
122-123. 

Schubert,  Franz.  Set  Peters  Musik- 
bibhothek,  361. 

Science,  reading-list  on  (Denver  P. 
L.),  66;  subject-index  to  (Rowell), 

C27. 

Scientific  indexing,  C63. 

Scientific  literature,  proposed  index- 
ing of,  75,  81;  letter  of  Royal  Socie- 
ty regarding,  82;  rpt.  of  Harvard 
Univ.  on,  83-84;  rpt.  of  Franklin 
Institute  on,  172-173;  international 
bibl.  of  (Andrews),  35. 

Scott,  Angeline,  asst.  sec.  Ct.  L. 
Assoc.,  92. 

Scott,  Dr.  J.  L.,  state  libn.  Wisconsin, 
66. 

Scott,  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  R.,  Cicra. 

Scoville  Institute  L.,  Oak  Park,  111., 
rpt.,  age  limit  changed,  special  lists 
of  books  for  young  people  and  liter- 
ary clubs,  353. 

Scoville  L.,  Salisbury,  Ct.,  opening 
of,  387. 

Scrantpn  (Pa.)  P.  L.,  ist  supp.  to  find- 
ing-list, 35;  extr.  fr.  rpt.,  63;  bul- 
letin no.  i,  141;  bulletin  no.  a,  356. 

Sculpture,  books  on  (Partridge),  334. 

Sea  Cliff  (L.  I.)  P.  L.,  63. 

Seattle  (Wash.)  P.  L.,  63;  (Bowker), 
79-80,  137 ;  payment  of  indebted- 
ness, 33;  resignation  of  J:  D.  Atkin- 
son, libn.,  320. 

See,  Cornelia  A.,  pres.  N.  J.  L.  A.,  390. 

Selby,  Emily  H.,  Cioa. 

Sexton,  Pliny  T.,  comm.  on  endow- 
ment A.  L.  A.,  387. 

Seymour,  Paul  H.,  bibl.  of  aceto  acetic 
ester,  36. 

Shakespeare- Bacon,  pamphlet  of  Geo. 
James,  334. 

Shakespearian  collection  of  Halliwell- 
Phillmps  (Smyth),  55,  133. 

Sharp,  Kalhenne  L.,  Cioa;  sec.  Chi- 
cago L.  Club,  55  ;  ist  vice-pres. 
Chicago  L.  Club,  130;  comm.  on 
co-op.  A.  L.  A.,  387  ;  libraries  in 
secondary  schools  (Sharp),  Cs. 

Shaw,  W:  B.,  Carnegie  L.,  359. 

Sheffield  (Eng.)  F.  Ls.,  establish- 
ment  of  delivery  stations,  139. 

Sheldon.  Helen  G..  Cio3. 

Shelf-list  slip  and  order-slip  com- 
bined (Austin),  49-50 

Shelving  for  Mass.  State  L.,  8*-86. 

Sherborn,  C.  Davis,  bibl.  of  Malaya, 
106. 

Ships  libraries,  topic  postponed,  C75- 

Shrum,  Mabel,  Cioa. 

Siamese  books  given  to  Amer.  libs., 

Sidney  Sussex  Coll.  L.,  Cambridge, 
manuscripts  in,  364. 
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Silas  BronsonL.,Waterbury(Ct.),  gift 
of  collection  of  mineralogical  speci- 
mens, 323. 

Sillman,  H..  C.,  A.  L.  A.  bibliogra- 
phy, 124. 

Simmons,  Eva  L.,  €102. 
Semitic  lib.  of  Prof.  Dillman  goes  to 

Johns  Hopkins  Univ.  L.,  357. 
Sioux  City  (la.)  P.  L.,  Esther  Craw- 
ford,   libn.,    declines    re-election, 
254. 
Skandinavisk  Antiquariat,   catalogs, 

187. 

Slane,  Baron  de,  catalog  des  manu- 
scrits   arabes    de    la    Bibliotheque 
Nationale,  364. 
Slavery,  bibl.  of  white  servitude  in 

Va.  (Ballagh),  364. 

Slater  Memorial  Museum,  Norwich, 
Ct.,  descriptive  pamphlet  on  bind- 
ings, 105. 

Smelter  (The),  visit  to,  Co4. 
Smith,  C:  W.,  elected  libn.  Seattle 

(Wash.)  C.  L.,  363. 
Smith,  Clara  M.,  Cio2. 
Smith,  Florence  S.,  Cio2. 
Smith,  Irene,  Cio2. 
Smith,  J.  J.,  Cio2. 

Smith,  Lucy  Toulmin,  libn.  Manches- 
ter College,  Oxford,  35. 
Smithsonian  Institution  L.,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  extr.  fr.  rpt.,  138;  list  of 
publications  for  sale  or  exchange, 
141. 
Smoking-rooms  in  Edinburgh  P.  Ls., 

405. 

Smyth,  Prof.  Albert  H.,  the  Halli- 
well-Phillipps    Shakesperean    lib., 
55. 133- 
Socialism,  bibl.  of,  Bliss's  "  Handbook 

of,"  328. 

Sociology,  pol.  economy,  etc.,  Hart- 
ford (Ct.)  P.  L.,  407. 
Somerville  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  220,  339. 
Soule,  C:  C.,  referendum  circular  re- 
garding   post-conference    trip     to 
Europe,  1897,  388. 

Sonnenschein,  W:  Swan,  readers' 
guide  to  contemporary  literature 
(first  suppl.  to  "The  best  books," 
review),  320. 

South  Norwalk  (Ct.)  P.  L.,  359. 
South  Orange  (N.  J.)  F.  L.,  gift  of 
building  site  to,  33;  gth  rpt.,  addi- 
tions, $7000  for  bldg.  fund  raised, 
325;  plans  adopted,  360. 
Southampton  (L.  I.)  P.  L.,  subscrip- 
tions to  building  fund,  33. 
Southbridge  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  220. 
Southgate,    Rev.    Horatio,    bibl.    of 

(Bowdoin  Coll.  L.),  222. 
Southworth,  Celia  May,  Cio2. 
Speck,  Mrs.  Laura,  Cio2. 
Spectroscopy,  bibl.  of  (McLeod),  188. 
Spencer,  Ma.  C.,  travelling  libs,  in 

Mich.,  162. 
Spencer,  Mass.,  bequest  for  lib.  to, 

104. 
Sperry,   H..,  libn.    Carnegie  F.    L., 

Braddock,  Pa.,  140. 
Spofford,  Ainsworth  R.,  pres.  Wash. 
L.    Assoc.,    26  ;    investigation    of 
affairs  of  Lib.  of  Congress,  263,  301- 
302. 

Spopner  L.  See  Kansas  State  Univ. 
Springfield  (Mass.)  City  L.  Assoc., 
special  lists,  36,  67, 141, 187,  223, 291, 
327,  364,  407;  list  of  "Catholic  lit- 
erature "  in,  105;  34th  rpt  ,  287;  re- 
classification  by  Mrs.  Martha  H. 
G.  Banks  according  to  Cutter  sys- 
tem, 326;  list  of  books  by  Agnes 
Repplier,  407. 

Springfield  (O.)  P.  L.,  23d  rpt.,  Ger- 
man books,  free  access,  353;  bulletin 
for  May  (music),  256. 
Stanley,  Harriet  H.,  libn.  Southbridge 

(Mass.)  P.  L.,  186. 

State  librarians,  better  organization 
among,  265,  380-381. 


State  library  associations  (dep.),  21, 
55,  91,  127,  177,  208,  246,  281,  351. 

State  library  organizations,  work  ac- 
complished by  (Adams),  380-381. 

State  Normal,  Training  and  Model 
Schools,  Martha  Fowler  Nelson 
app.  libn.,  290. 

Stearns,  Lutie  E.,  sec.  and  treas.  Wis. 
L.  Assoc.,  94;  lib.  advertising,  198; 
reading-list  for  Memorial  day,  223; 
elected  assistant  to  Cleveland  (O.) 
P.  L.,  declined,  326. 

Stechert,  G.  E.,  Cio2. 

Steele  Memorial  L.,  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
laying  of  corner-stone,  250;  endow- 
ment of  lib.,  249. 

Steiner,  Bernard  C.,  140 ;  public 
schools  and  public  libs.,  346. 

Stephen,  Sir  James  Fitzjames,  bibl. 
in  "Life  of  James  Fitzjames  Ste- 
phen," 364. 

Stetson,  Willis  K.,  pres.  Ct.  L.  Assoc., 
92. 

Stevens,  R:,  gift  to  Hoboken  P.  L., 
183. 

Stevens,  W:  F.,  pres.  N.  Y.  L.  Club, 
213. 

Stevenson,  Rob.  L.,  reading-list  on 
(Springfield  L.  bulletin).  67;  bibli- 
ography of  (Providence  P.  L.  bulle- 
tin), 104-103. 

Stewart  Library  building,  Corinna, 
Me.,  gift  of  Hon.  D.  D.  Stewart  of 
St.  Al  bans,  Levi  M .  Stewart,  of  M  in- 
nesota,  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Winchester, 
as  memorial  to  their  father,  289. 

Stockbridge,  Rev.  J.  C.,  catalog  of 
Harris  collection,  105. 

Stockholm,  K.  Biblioteket  accession 
catalog,  292. 

Stockton  (Cal.)  P.  L  ,  completion  of 
new  building,  101;  opening,  137. 

Stokes,  Caroline  Phelps,  closing  of 
lib.  given  to  Ansonia,  Ct.,  44,  57-38. 

Sturgis,  Russell,  literature  of  fine  art, 
408. 

Styles,  C:  Wendell,  account  of  T.ey- 
den  international  conference  of  zo- 
ologists, 391. 

Stourm,  R.,  Bibliographic  historique 
des  finances  de  la  France  au  iSeme 
siecle,  408. 

Subject- index    to   science    (Rowell), 

C27- 
Subscription  libraries  changed  to  F. 

P.  Ls.  (McClintock),  €46. 
Sudhoff,  K.,  bibl.  Paracelsica,  68. 
Sugden,  R:,  bequest  for  lib.  to  Spen- 
cer, Mass.,  104. 
Sunday  opening,  in  Jersey  City  P.  L., 

60;  in  N.  Y.  F.  C.  L.,  61. 
Superior  (Wis.)  P.  L.,  reduction  of 

expenses,  33. 
Surgeon-General's    Office,    Lib."  of, 

index  cat.  of,  394. 
Sutermeister  L..  M.,  Cio2;  libn.  Eau 

Claire  (Wis.)  P.  L.,  35. 
Swan,  E..  D.,  vice-pres.  Indiana  L. 

Assoc.,  25. 
Swan,  Rob.  T.,  paper  and  ink,  127, 

163-167.    * 
Swedenborgian  Pub.  Soc.,  free  offer 

of  books  (Mass.  L.  C.),  282. 
Swedish   periodical  lib.,    bibl.,    v  i 

(Lundstedt),  328. 

Swift,  Lindsay,  Boston  P.  L.,  215. 
Switzerland,  Geschichte  der  Historio- 

graphie  in  der  Schweiz  (Wyss),  106. 
Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  Central  L.,  rpt.,  404. 


Tacoma  (Wash.)  City  L.  (Bowker), 
78-79;  lectures  at,  33;  reopening, 
220. 

Talbott,  D.  H.,  gift  to  Iowa  State 
Univ.  L.,  63. 

Tandy,  Frank  D.,  Cio2. 

Tatham,  W.  P.,  Chairman  comm.  on 
indexing  scientific  literature  of 
Franklin  Institute,  172-173. 


Tauntqn  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  resignation  of 
Edwin  C.  Arnold,  libn.,  326;  Joshua 
E.  Crane  app.  libn.,  326. 

Taylor,  W:  Curtis  (Bowker),  79,  104. 

Taylor  L.,  Milford,  Ct.,  dedication, 
60. 

Teachers,  issue  of  lib.  cards  to,  at 
New  Bedford  P.  L.,  61;  co-operation 
of,  with  libns.  (Cole),  115-118;  how 
to  guide  children's  reading  (Mer- 
ington),  119-131. 

Teachers'  College,  N.  Y.,244. 

Teachers'  library.  Set  University  of 
State  of  N.  Y. 

Technical  collections  in  libs.  (An- 
drews), 6-9,  24;  (Green),  24. 

Teggart,  F:  J..  Ottino's  Bibliografia 
and  Rogers  s  Bibliography,  162; 
translation  of  Petzholdt's  Kate- 
chismus  des  bi  bliothekswesens,  256. 

Tewksbury  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  reopening, 

Texas,  bibl.  of  (Raines),  364. 

Theology,  Bibliotheca  theologica 
(Ruprecht),  141. 

Thompson,  Carrie  L.,  Light  railways, 
catalog  of  books,  364. 

Thomson,  J:,  pres.  Pa.  L.  Club,  92. 

Thwaites,  Reuben  G.,  directories  in 
public  reference  libs.,  341,  374;  first 
library  in  the  Northwest,  382. 

Tilden  trust  fund,  proposed  consolida- 
tion with  Astor  L.  and  Lenox  L., 
75,  84-85, 114, 125-126;  (N.  Y.  L.  Club 
discussion).  129. 

Tillinghastj  W:  H.,  proposed  catalog- 
ing of  scientific  literature,  81;  sec. 
Mass.  C.  L.,  352;  comm.  on  co-op. 
A.  L.  A.,  387. 

Titcomb,  M..  L.,  sec.  Vt.  L.  Assoc., 
23;  on  Vt.  State  L.  Commission,  55. 

Tolman,  W:  Howe,  bibl.  of  education 
in  Rhode  Island,  224. 

Topeka  (Kan.)  P.  L.,  102;  catalog  no. 
7  (review),  27. 

Top-shelf  problem  (Practical  notes), 
4°5 

Toronto  (Ont,  Can.)  P.  L.,  64. 

Toronto  (Ont.,  Can.)  Educ.  Dept. 
L  ,  185. 

Townsend  collection  of  war  records 
given  to  Columbia  Coll.  L.,  173-174. 

Toynbee,  Paget,  index  to  Dante,  36. 

Tracy,  F.,  Psychology  of  childhood, 
224. 

Training  class  desideratum  in  libs. 
(Hasse),  233-234,  303-305. 

Travel,  reading-list  on  (Y.  M.  C.  A. 
L.,  N.  Y.),  103. 

Travelling  libraries,  N.  Y.  State  L., 
3;  (Eastman),  28, 131;  in  other  states, 
124;  (Spencer),  161;  list  for  (Univ.  N. 
Y.),  223;  Woman's  Education  Ass'n, 
Boston,  offers  to  supply  want,  305; 
list  of  books,  310. 

Trilby,  reference  list  on  (Providence 
P.  L.  bulletin),  140. 

Tripitaka,  Buddhistic  writings,  given 
to  Am.  libs.,  174. 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  vice-pres.  Ct.  L. 
Assoc.,  92. 

TuftsL.,Wey mouth,  Mass.,  184;  two- 
book  system  at,  170. 

Tuttle,  E  .,  treas.  N.  Y.  L.  Club,  211. 

Two  book  system,  at  Milwaukee  P. 
L.,3o;  charging  methods  for  (Jones), 
44,  168-172,  210;  at  Hartford  P.  L., 
66;  in  Newark  P.  L  ,  61;  in  Quincy 
P.  L,,  63;  in  Watertown  (Mass.)  F. 
P.  L.,  63;  in  Dover  (N.  H.)  P  L., 
180-181;  in  Bridgeport  (Ct )  P.  L., 
249;  in  Gloyersville,  N.  Y.,  250;  in 
Helena, Mont. ,285;  in  Pratt  Institute 
F.  L,  (Plummer),  338;  in  Denver 
(Col.)  C.  L.,  356;  in  Aguilar-L.  (N. 
Y.  City).  392. 

Tyler,  Arthur  W.,  resigned  from  Wil- 
mington (Del )  Institute  F.  L.  to 
become  libn  Blackstone  Memorial 
L.,  Branford,  Ct.,  255. 
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Underbill,  Caroline  M.,  app.  libn.  of 
Ulica  (N.  Y.)  P.  L.,  336. 

Unitarian  Ass'n,  offer  of  free  books 
(Mass.  L.  C.),  283. 

U.  S.  Congressional  L.,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  33;  suggested  storage  of  pub- 
lic documents  in,  4-?,  197;  invcstiga- 
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Vermont  L.  Assoc.,  organization 
meeting,  23. 

Vermont  State  L. Commission,  organi- 
zation of,  55. 

Versailles  (Ry.)P.L.  A.  lib.  destroyed 
by  fire,  reorganized  upon  larger 

tion  of  A.  R.  Spofford's  accounts,     Vicaire,  G  ,  manuel  de  1'amateur  de 

265,  288,  301;  A.  R.  Spofford  offers        livrcs  du  xix.  siecle.  328. 

$22.000  to  make  good   deficit,  325; 

underground    railroad   between  L. 

and  Capitol,  360;  moving  of  books 

to,  405. 

U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  lib.  bul- 
letins, 36,  105,  223,  364. 

U.  S.  Dept.  of  Interior,  rpt.  regarding 
public  documents  (Ames),  56-57. 

U.  S.  War  Department,  index  catalog 
of  Lib.  of  burgeon-Gen.  Office,  16 


waukee  P.  L.,  114;  vice-pres.  A.  L. 

A.,  389.  C84;  improper  books,  C$3. 

Westerly  (R.   I.)  P.,  L.  rpt.  of  first 


year's  work,  325. 
West  ford, 


E. 


volumes,    394;    (review    by  G: 
Wire). 

U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  bibl.  of  mete- 
orology (Hellmann),  36. 

University  Club  L.,  N.  Y.,  136. 

University  of  California,  137-138. 

University  of  Chicago,  Department 
Ls.  (Dixson),  375- 

University  of  City  of  N.  Y.,  31;  gift 
to,  197,  205;  new  lib.  bldg  ,  402. 

University  of  Colorado  L.,  extr.  fr. 
fpt.,  58. 

University  of  Illinois  L.,  new  build- 
ing for,  220;  plans  accepted,  360. 

University  of  Ley  den,  proposed  bibl. 
of.  68;  international  conference  of 
zoologists,  391. 

University  of  Michigan  L.,  189;  Sia- 
mese books  given  to.  174. 

University  of  Nebraska,  new  lib. 
building,  138. 

University  of  Pennsylvania  L.,  gift 
to,  65;  Siamese  books  given  to,  174; 
purchase  of  library  of  Prof.  Beck- 
stein  (philology),  15,000  v  ,  324. 

University  of  State  of  New  York,  lib. 
work  of  (Eastman),  21,267;  Regents' 
examination  papers,  1894,91;  hand- 
book, no.  7,  176;  handbook,  no.  6, 
223;  travelling  lib.  lists,  223;  State 
lib.  bulletin,  legislation,  no.  5,  223; 
lib.  for  teachers  to  be  established 
in  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
253;  furthering  library  development 
(Eastman),  265;  investigation  of 
Regents'  office,  302;  Regents'  bulle- 
tin, no.  32,  annual  con  vocation,  407. 

University  of  Virginia,  Charlottes- 
ville,  404. 

University  of  Wisconsin,  summer  lib. 
school,  208;  literary  debates,  234. 

Upham,  Warren,  libn.  Western  Re- 
serve Hist.  Soc.,  186;  app.  sec.  and 
libn.  of  Minn.  State  Hist.  Soc.,  363. 

Upsala  (Sweden)  Univ.  Lib.,  hist,  of, 
(Annerstedt),  361. 

Utica  (N.  Y.)  P.  L.,  resolutions  passed 
on  death  of  libn.,  Louisa  S.  Cutler, 
326;  Caroline  M.  Underbill  app. 
libn.,  326. 

Utley,  H:  M.,  pres.  Mich.  L.  A.,  355; 
pres.  executive  bd.  A.  L.  A.,  389; 
opening  address,  Cs- 

Utley,  Mrs.  H:  M.,  Cios. 


Van,  r.ila  E.,Ctoa. 

Van  Hoevenberg,  Alma  Rogers,  or- 
ganizinglibn.  Nahant  (Mass.)  P.  L., 
104:  classification  and  recataloging 
of  Nahant  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  3*1;  app. 
asst.  libn.  of  Washington  Heights 
(N.  Y.  City)  F.  L.,  363;  vice-pres. 
N  J.  L.  A.,  390. 

Van  Valkenburgh,  Agnes,  Cioa. 

Value  of  local  history  in  P.  L.  (San- 
ders), C4O 

Van  Rensselaer.  Mrs.  Schuyler,  Bos- 
ton P.  L.,  215. 

Vedic  India.    See  India. 

Vermont,  lib.  legislation  in,  90. 


le.33 
Vinci,  Leonardo  da,  Codex  Atlanti- 

cus,  106. 
Virginia,  hist.  bibl.  (Latane'),  334. 

Wade,  Emily  Israel,  Cio2;  cataloging 
in  the  future,  C2t,  71 

Wagner,  reference  list  on  (Providence 
P.  L.  bulletin),  140;  reference  lib. 
(Phila.  P.  L.),  291;  catalog  of  Wag- 
ner Museum,  Vienna,  v.  4  (Oester- 


lein),  292. 
Wales,  Eliz.  B.,  asst.  libn.  Carnegie 

P.  L.,  Braddock.Pa.,  186. 
Walker,  C.  H.,  Host.  P.  L.,  184. 
Wallace,  Hon.  Rodney,  gift  of  Ingalls 

Memorial    L.    to   Kindge,  N.   H., 

Waltham  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  bequest  for 
lib.  to,  65;  bulletin  pub.  by,  138; 
bulletins,  Mar.,  Apr.,  May,  June, 
256;  special  bulletin,  291;  October, 
list  of  books  on  electricity,  nursing, 
407. 

Walton,  G.  M.,  vice-pres.  Mich.  L.  A., 
355- 

Ware,  Prof.,  rpt.  on  plans  for  new 
bldg.  of  Providence  (R.  I.)  P.  L.,253. 

Warner,  Amos  G.,  bibl.  of  economics 
and  philanthropy,  106. 

Warren,  H.  L.  J.,  arrangements  for 
post-conference  excursion,C9i,Cio2. 

Warwick  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  new  building 
for,  102. 

Washburn,  Rev.  Philip,  Cio2. 

Washington,  G:,  list  of  books  on  (In- 
dianapolis P.  L.),  105. 

Washington  (D.  C.)  L.  Assoc.,  3d 
meeting,  26;  $th  meeting,  129-130; 
7th  meeting,  177-178;  8th  meeting, 
247;  union  list  of  periodicals,  247; 
qth  meeting,  391. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  proposed  free  lib. 
for,  178;  $10,500  subscribed,  247;  in- 
corporated July  5, 288;  Gen.  Greely's 
account  of  what  has  been  accom- 
plished, 391. 

Washington  State  L.  (Bowker).  78. 

Washington  Heights  (N.  Y.  City)  F. 
L.,  27th  rpt.,  additions,  360. 

Watertown  (Ct.)  L.  A..    ' 


Mass.,  contract  for  Fletch- 
er L.  awarded,  289. 

Western  Reserve  Univ.,  Cleveland, 
O.,  gift  of  lib.  building  to.  103;  lay- 
ing of  corner-stone  of  Hatch  lib. 
bldg.,  349. 

Wcstervelt,  Walter  T.,  Cio3. 

Westfield,  Mass.,  lib.  opened  at,  320. 

Westford,  Mass.,  gift  for  lib.  to,  185. 

WestlinK,  Jonas.  Cios. 

Wharton,  H.  W.,  bibl.  of  Sapphic 
literature  in  "  Sappho,"  408. 

What  can  be  done  to  help  a  boy  I  > 
like  good  books  ?  (Coe),  118-119. 

Whist,  books  on  (Pole),  334. 

Whistler,  Ja.  Abbott  McNeill,  biog., 
list  of  works  (Forsyth,  Harrison), 
292. 

Whitaker,  Alfred  E.,Cio2;  libn.  Univ. 
of  Colorado,  Boulder,  35;  treas.  Col. 
L.  Assoc.,  211. 

White  Mountains,  books  relating  to 
Prov.  (R.  I.)  P.  L.  bulletin,  363. 

Whittier,  J:  G.,  bibl.  of  (Pickard),  36; 
(Bierstadt).  188. 

Whittier,  J.  H.,  exec.'comm.  N.  H.  L. 
Assoc..  55;  A.  L.  A  comm.  on  state 
aid  to  libs.,  89. 

Wick,  Alice  B.,  Cioa. 

Wickersham,  W:  B.,  sketch  of  some 
Chicago  libraries,  274. 

Wilde,  Oscar,  removal  of  his  books 
from  libs.,  162;  (Crunden),  198. 

Wilkin,  Arthur  M.,  Cioa. 

Willey ,  Arthur,  bibl.  of  amphioxus,  68. 

William  of  Orange,  bibl.  in  "  William 
the  Silent,"  264. 

Williams,  L.  A.,  vice-pres.  Mass.  C. 
L.,  352. 

Williams,  Norman,  trustee  of  Endow- 
ment F.,  C67. 

Wilmington  (Del.)  Institute  F.  L  , 
102;  two-book  system  at,  171;  find- 
ing-list circulating  dept.  rpts.,  291. 

Wilson,  F:  Allan,  Nahant  P.  L..  254. 

Wilson.  J:  M.,  Framingham,  Mass., 
gift  of  F.  P.  L.  bldg.  to  St.  Augus- 
tine. Fla.,289. 

Winchester,  G:  F.,  66. 

Winchester  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  memorial 
•window  given  to,  65. 

Winchester,  Va.,  bequest  for  lib.  to, 
104. 

Windsor  (Ont.,  Can.)  P.  L.,  opening, 
.34- 
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Watertown  (Mass  )  F.  P.  L.,  138;  two-     Wing,  J.  N.,  Cio2. 

book  system  adopted,  63,  171;  i3th     Winser,  Beatrice,  sec.  N.  J.  L.  Ass'n, 

supp.  to  catalog,  141. 
Watkins,  J.   Elfrith,    railroad 


libs., 
120-130. 

Watkinson  L.,  Hartford,  Ct.,  "Na- 
poleon exhibition,"  97;  exhibit  of 
rare  books,  134. 

Watson,  Alfred  E.,  on  Vt.  State  L. 
Commission,  55. 

Watson,  Lory  S.,  gift  for  lib.  to  Lei- 
cester (Mass.)  P.  L.,  65. 

Watson,  W:  R:,  suggestions  for 
mounting  portraits,  64-65;  (class  of 
'95)  N.  Y.  S.  L.  S.,  appointed  asst. 
libn.  Carnegie  L.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 

25  !5- 

Weeks,  Stephen,  bibl.  of  North  Caro- 
lina, 143. 
Welsh,  publishing  and    bookselling, 

349- 
Wcnckstern,  Fr.  v.^  bibl.  of  Japanese 

empire,  review  (Cutter),  137-133. 
Wesley,  5000  books  relating  to  Wes- 

leyan  biog.  (Northwestern  Univ.), 

401. 
Wesleyan  Univ.  L.,  Middletown,  Ct., 

additions,  286;  increase  of  endow- 
ment fund,  286. 
West.  Theresa  H  ,  Cios;  ist  vice-pres. 

Chicago  L.  Club,  55;  fire  at  Mil. 


glimpses  of  Salt   Lake  City, 
97-98,  Cio2. 

Winsor,  T:,  Cio2. 

Winterhalter  (Lieut.),  ordered  to 
Honolulu,  C75 

Wire,  Dr.  G:  E.,  Cip2;  how  libns. 
should  read,  56;  2d  vice-pres.  Chica- 
go L.  Club,  131;  took  degree  LL.  B. 
from  Kent  Coll.  of  Law,  Chic., 
111.,  elected  libn.  Amer.  Med  Assn., 
255;  list  of  subject-headings  for  dic- 
tionary catalog,  199;  how  should  a 
librarian  read  ?,  Ci6;  medical  books 
for  small  P.  Ls.,  C-j?;  comm.  to  con- 
sider (Crunden,  West,  Wade),  C73. 

Wisconsin,  proposed  state  lib.,  com- 
mission for,  63;  lib.  legislation  in, 
ot;  organization  of  libs  in  (Hutch- 
ins),  93;  bill  providing  lib.  commis- 
sion for  (Hutchins),  243;  why  com- 
mission was  created  (Hutchins),  391. 

Wisconsin  L.  Assoc.,  4th  ann.  meet- 
ing, 93-94. 

Wisconsin  L.  Commission,  405. 

Wisconsin  State  Hist.  Soc.  L.,  63-64, 
304-305;  new  building  for,  184;  plans 
submitted,  401. 

Withers  P.  L.,  Bloomington,  111., 
Evva  L.  Moore  elected  libn.,  390. 
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Wixson,  Mrs.  Helen  M.,  Cioa;  state 

libn.,  Colorado,  66. 
Woburn  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  64;  bulletin  of 

accessions,  291. 
Woman,  reading-list  on  (Salem,  Mass., 

P.  L.  bull.),  363. 

Woman's  Education  Association,  Bos- 
ton,    Mass.     (Chandler),     305-306; 

Mary  Morrison  (sec.),  travelling  lib. 

list  of  books,  310. 
Woman's  L.,  Columb.  Expos.,  list  of 

books  in  (Clarke),  4. 
Wood,  Butler,  bibl.  of  Bronte  family, 

106. 
Wood,  Mildred  C.,asst.  sec.  A.  L.  A., 

389. 
Wood  and  wood-carving,  ref.  list  on 

(Providence  P.  L.),  223. 
Woodbury  (N.  J.)  L.  Co.    Set  Dept- 

ford  Institute  F.  L. 
Woodruff,  E.  H.,  fiction  in  libs.,  211- 

212;  342-345. 
Woodruff,  T:T.,Cio2. 


Wood's  L.,  Bradford,  Vt.,  new  bldg. 
dedicated,  284. 

Woodward,  Rob.  C.,  2d  vice-pres. 
Ohio  L.  Assqc.j  82,  390;  chairman 
comm.  on  statistics,  Ohio  L.  Assoc., 

39'- 

Worcester  (Mass.)  F.  P.  L.,  220-221. 
Worman,  Ernest,  index  to  catalog  of 

books  relating  to  Cambridge,  35. 
Wyss,  G.  v.,  Geschichte  der  Historic- 

graphie  in  der  Schweiz,  106. 

Yachts  and  yachting,  bibl.  Provi- 
dence (R.  I.)  P.  L.  bulletin,  363. 

Yale  Univ.  L.,  funds  needed  for,  102; 
extr.  fr.  rpt.,  184. 

Young,  reading  for  the  (N.  Y.  L. 
Assoc.  discussion),  22;  (Peck),  47; 
list  of  books  for  the  (Hartford  P. 
L.),  105;  guiding  reading  of,  114; 
(Cole),  114-118;  (Coe),  118-119; 
(Merington), 119-121;  reference  work 
among  children  (Sargent),  121-122; 


list  of  books  for  the  (Brooklyn  P. 
L.).  222;  reading-lists  wanted  for 
children  (Adams),  338;  developing 
children's  interest  in  good  reading 
(Mass.C.  L.)3st,37S. 

Young,  E..  A.,  treas.  Chicago  L. 
Club,  55. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  L.,  N.  Y.,  art  exhibit  at, 
100-101;  plans  for  new  building, 
101,  136;  railroad  branch,  list  of  se- 
lect reading,  io<;,  407. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  L.,  troy,  N.  Y.,  184;  de- 
scription of  memorial  window  (Mrs. 
Hart),  -25. 

Y.  M.  L.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  invitation  to 
visitors,  386. 


Zoologists,  Leyden  International  con- 
ference of,  391. 

Zoology.    See  bibliography. 

Zwittau  (Austria)  F.  P.  L.  See  Ot- 
tendorfer  F.  L. 


PSEUDONYMS  AND  ANONYMS. 


PSEUDONYMS. 


Barrett,  Mary— M..  Olivia  Nutting, 

224. 
Brainerd,  T:  K.—Mrs.  J:  R.  Jarboe, 

224. 
Brooke,  Magdalen— Harriet  M.  Capes 

68. 

Clifford,  Josephine— Josephine  Clif- 
ford McCracken,  68. 
Francis,  M.  E.— Mrs.  Francis  Blun- 

dell,  68. 
Gazul,     Clara  —  Prosper     Merime'e, 

292. 
Oilman,    Wenona  —  Mrs.    Florence 

Schoeffel,  68. 

Giorg,  Kara— Gustav  Bruhl,  292. 
Hastings,  Elizabeth — Miss  Margaret 

Sherwood,  256. 
Heclawa —  A.    L.  Aitman  Himmel- 

wright,  68. 
Investigator— S:  Whelpley,  68. 


Keith,  Alyn  Yates — Mrs. Morris, 

68. 
Kelford,    Francke  —  Fannie    Harris 

Shackelford,  408. 
Kincaid,  Jean— Mrs.  Estelle  M.  H. 

Merrill,  68. 
Lesueur,  Daniel — Mme.  Jeanne  Loi- 

seau,  292. 
Luca,  Prior  —  Stanislao    Bianciardi, 

142. 

M.,  Mr.— C.  W.  Mason,  224. 
Maclaren,    Ian  —  Rev.    J:    Maclaren 

Watson,  68. 

Marzac — Raymond  d'Abzac,  292. 
Matgioi — Albert  de  Pouvoirville,  292. 
Merriman,  Henry  Seton — Hugh  Scott, 

508. 
Mises,  Dr.— Gustav  Theodor  Fech- 

ner,  292. 
Monk,  Thymol — Mary  Belcher,  142. 

Smiley,  Jane — Miss O'Reilly,  68. 

Smith,  Mr. — Horace  Hutchinson,  224. 


Stoneven,  L.  S. — R.  L.  Stevenson, 

292. 

Suthron,  A.— F:  B:  Page,  142. 
Valentine,  Oswald— Osward  Sickert, 

224. 
Van     Deyssel  —  Karel     Alberdingk 

Thijm,  292. 
Wetherill,  Julie  K.  —  Mrs.    Marion 

Baker,  68. 
Zeta — James  Anthony  Froude,  292. 

ANONYMS. 

Chaperoned — Albert  Ulmann,  68. 
Some  good  intentions  and  a  blunder, 

not  written  by  John  Oliver  Hobbes 

(Mrs.  Craigie),  408. 
Sunless  heart— Edith  Johnstone,  68. 
Transition — Emma  Brooke,  224. 
Ueber  spaltungen  und  unabhangig- 

keit  in  der  kirche   Christi  —  Har- 

baugh,  H:  (S:  H.  Ranck.),  256. 
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Arnold,  Sarah  Louisa.  256 

Ball,  Timothy  Horton.  363 

Bandholtz,  Harry  Hill.  407 

Bardeen,  C:  W:  67 

Barrett,  Joseph  Osgood.  141 

Barrows,  Walter  Bradford.  67 

Bebb,  Michael  Schuch.  187 

Bierstadt,  Oscar  Albert.  291 

Blumer,  G:  Alder.  105 

Briggs,  Fred  Percy.  291 

Buchanan,  E:  Everett.  391 

Buckley,  W:  Jay.  256 

Bullock,  C:  Jesse.  407 

Busey,  S:  Clagett.  407 

Condit,  Uzal  Wade.  256 

Cornelison,  I:  Amada.  291 

Davenport,  G:  E:  187 

Davies,  Arthur  Mercer.  407 
Dixon,  Theron  Soliman  Eugene.    407 

Dockham,  Alice  Clarke.  187 

Dudley,  W:  R:  291 

Fonda,  Arthur  I:  141 

Foster,  James  Mitchell.  256 

Gerrish,  Lucy  Frances.  187 

Gerson,  Felix  Napoleon.  67 

Gilbert,  Adelbert  Lorenzo.  407 

Graham,  G:  Washington.  291 

Halbert,  H:  Sale.  363 

Hamilton,  J:  Taylor.  187 

Harrington  C:  Loammi.  407 

Harvey,  Francis  Le  Roy.  291 

Harvey,  W:  Hope.  agi 


PAGE 

Heysinger,  I:  Winter.  105 

Hicks,  Gilbert  H:  187 

Hodge,  F:  Webb.  291 

Hogan,  W:  Elijah.  256 

Holden,  Ward  Andrews.  291 

Hopkins,  Rufus  Clement.  103 

Hopkins,  W:  J:  .  67 

Houston,  Edwin  James.  291 

Howe,  S:  H:  67 

Jaynes,  Mrs.  Helen  Neil.  141 

Jenney,  C:  Albert.  105 

Johnson,  Homer  Uri.  291 

Judd,  Jonathan  R:  291 

Keeler,  C:  A:  291 

Kelley,  James  Prentice.  291 

Kennelly,  Arthur  Edwin.  291 

Kynett,  Alpha  Jefferson.  256 

Lloyd,  Curtis  Gates.  187 
Loree,  Leonor  Fresnel  (Track).      141 

McElroy,  Karl  (Thayer)  Pomeroy.  67 

McGuire,  Joseph  Deakins.  188 

McMurrich,  James  Playfair.  105 

Mally,  F:  W:  67 

Mathews,  Ferdinand  Schuyler.  291 

Merrill,  Earle  Abbott.  67 

Mielziner,  Moses.  67 

Miller,  E:  Fowler.  67 

Montre'sor,  Frances  Frederica.  223 

Morris,  G:  Perry.  256 

Morrison,  W:  Albert.  105 

Morton,  C:  Gould.  407 

Nichols,  E:  West.  67 


PAGE 

Osborn,  Frank  Chittenden.  364 

Owen,  Orville  Ward.  141 

Pammel,  L:  Herman.  188 

Peabody,  Cecil  Hobart.  67 

Penniman,  James  Hosmer.  105 

Perrine,  C:  Dillon.  105 

Phelps,  James  Turner.  364 

Pickard,  S:  T:  67 

Plummer,  Mary  Wright.  188 

Porter,  Robert  Percival.  256 

Porter,  T:  Conrad.  364 

Prosser,  C:  Smith.  407 

Purdy,  Corydon  Tyler.  141 

Rand,  Addison  Crittenden.  67 

Rankin,  Francis  Huntington.  67 

Rosenthal,  R:  Sigismund.  256 

Saffell,  W:  T:  Roberts.  141 

Salt,  H:  Stephens.  36 

Schroeder,  Seaton.  141 

Searles,  W:  H:  67 

Sheffield,  C:  Arthur.  188 

Southerland,  W:  H:  Hudson.  141 

Stanley,  Hiram  Miner.  407 

Stewart,  Fred  Carlton.  188 

ThurstonfC:  Orion.  291 

Weaver,  W:  Dixon.  67 

Wedderburn,  Alexander  J:  67 

Wellman,  T:  Bartholomew.  364 

Weston,  James  A:  364 

Wickes,  T:  H:  67 

Willard,  Joseph  Arthur.  188 

Williams,  H:  Eugene.  364 

Wyman,  Ferdinand  Adolphus.  105 
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